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4 0 n ldrr  & Mrs. Ole (Otav) .&l fcon

Irrom $sr*pbook of ltirc. U, Ti, i.{iclraolEon

it{r. anrl }frso llav.Alfson arrived ln i:ort}reastern FlLot ilound lovunshi.p Ln 1890
to settle on tnolr nomesteacir 1',?of onriro frorrr .i.akoi;a ilousti/" ,riinnesota,

l , l rs" - t l fson s":Lt i r : ror tnree s,ral l  * l r l ldrenn Ingoborg, f ivo years old, Aibertr
tnree, &d -Ionry, stii l a babe in snns h'*aded for i.Iayvillo via train, t*rsre to arryalt
tiro arrlvaL o.f her huebandn $ineo tL:ir: :ruiLtri;l:.d cn,trod "blrree milss from *tta;rril le *rg.
ii ' lfson ',teth chlldren sot out to ralk, a.ssinted by a young boy. After v*allcing ono-
half nilc tlroy stoppod to rest at e. sr,ra"ll cabin occupied by a young couplo. rlfter
liearlng iiirs. Alfsonrs story shs wes invited to reruain"hir€ro unril jr.er nusband would
arrtvo wlth tnolr  pos$es$tonr,  aonsist in6 of houeoirsir i ,  6 ioods, four horees, corrsr
pi.l,q, nnd shlci<€rtr: r -

i ' ':ron lJrq ,{.f,son arrlved wlth his 'property throo woeics later, he nad oonsidorabl-e
trr:ubLs uni.oad.lng frontho traln. there w€r6 no loadi.ng plabfonns ln tnore dayo,
so l.n ordor tc 6et the sbock unloadod, blts tios lying; along the treciss rrore oonvErted
into a br i-r ige to epan tho gap across the di tah. i ,ur ing t i re prosess of unloading
one oc'\ir, frnntic rrlth friglrt, leapod from the sar acruss tho ditoh naying no hesd-be t.t's bridgo ut'ricir irad i:een Lain so painstakin6ty for hor, thisr howevor, oaueed
cinsideral.le exajtomont and mirth for all eoncsrned. :{ad it not been for the renss
of hu,rror anrJ. vd"t possessod by these earl.y pionoors theytrlould havs j,ouncl it orbremely
. l i f f icrr l t 'bo ehoulder responslbj . l i t ies nthrov,rrr  upon them v,hi lo tr ionecring.

this cotrple settled in n vrocrled sea'bion near tire $trotyenns i{iverr ao thoir first
task rlas tr: fell trees in orrler to build a sabin. i-'urin$ bhls oroeedure the faloil,y
Iiveid v'i"th a alnd n.olghbor by the u,ame of ttoLlef, Johnson.

'Ihe first wlntor brought heevy snows, but ovcqything had been propared, so tho
tlme passsd v.'i"th no ntiohapn.

'hen snrlng arrlvetd i,r. lrlfepn left for [layvllle to 6ot supplloc for tho sumrner,
l rur lnf l  hte absenee l , i rs.  / l l fson hsd t i re help of a young, boyr Olo-:ruo.

0n llaster sunday r;iire. ]11trotl &\r,"oko to .r"'ind about two fsat of water in lrer homor
Reeouroaful younl; Rue nlaced pLanko across chairg to erabls *irE" Alfeon to go about
her work of preparing moale ,  1)reaici 'ast,  conslsLing of f r ied osg,s.tqors sorvod to
ths chi.ldren in bcd,.

itir. rtue sueeeeded in owlrnartng all the stock &croso tlie rlvor to eafoty oxoept
onc ornsry plg t,rrat inelsted on staylng atop a woodptle uatll. tns "mter reoeded.

irlhen !1r" Alfson reoohad ttrro $oora itlver on nLg rsturn trlp he found tt had
fLooded lts banLm, TJndaunted, he unhooked the horses and auain them &oro8s wlrite
he used rnkeehlft oars and hls wagon box ard ealled baok aatl fcrbh unttl alL hla
oupnLles ntre taken oare o1'. i{o wao proud, and rightLy eo, to hnvs brsught hfs
f lour ecross in 6ood condit lon"

i{ts deep eonc€rn for his fanntly $ras somouhat ullayed. wlren ne found thenr safs
at ths fdegaardts,  their  nolghborl

'Jhetr first harveut consisted of, a bounteouc suppl.y of vegetabloo, potatoon,
and some grain.

In order to avoid annthor suoh experienee tho Alfaon famlly movcd four nilea
f,rom tho rlver.

Thrso moro shl.ldron wsrs born to t*rls famlly, only one of nirlch gurvlT€an and
he, Alberb, livos with his rrife ln Blnfor*rl.
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lffhe pr.r'*nt* *f :{r. *}* al"f *sn w*rr: ilr. -{}f f;hnrstr: rrul lr.fieblnr$ .;ersmt*

?i,e;t- pfu:;"*.**rn: n*iHe tm C,tr. fl.],r* s.lf#$fi,, ifr* *-i.* *l-fe+n €nu ijr;r$, {ll .f*fa-

; 1 u . r ! e n , l ; . . } F f f i r - 5 ' l n s # r . t , , ' 1 , ; ! o * n f k J 1 e n . l ' l * - * a * b * r n ' ; n . y 5 ' i s s c ;
r 

' ' l t l  
c:; .me t+ l i : , : '  tnlfEr! . t t i te* ir:  ?re*o;r*s a..Sf,tIr$lr. , ir !- of{;;e tn l}+;k+t;

i $$u:tt$, ,..fu*;exotrr.,.i"id fn.r'*,*ig .f*r m f*w ycntrmr. l,{m }.*n"rng* *f tnii i*qd'lm,
fi ?i$rtlh .xelirlt-ry gi;l*i: rp'':ul* ba t{*,}{fr$ Lu} s* tr*sns*tg*rri r,ln$ ,rtsst{fid't; ;;*il td

$-c*r**s, * {iatt}* *qel hr*nrl.iur* rint* lfst ftll f;se*y t"rf sht,p {* *n $*e trs.tll,?tl, 'G lrl ';,,i^ tl;r: ' ft$*t i,m'*:!.gxr+nt *ilr].oi:* t* citr?.e on trnin, : ',n-g[.i *"* leyvitf;;fh$ teilrq:ru,S erq*'Ih nnl!,y-*.s fsr n* tqc* rxtl** frsrn rr:rvt.fre.' 
-'ttJ" ^;i;-;lf;

'  SSn w,n,$ {i i :r. ' f 'Xrat ?f$#fi& tf i sSH}s #.n thnr tre,*,* w*.}h i*q t;\f*** *ritfetfrn [Of{trth f, irkstrr ' lre l*ryk hl*.r ]"oe,c! *n tws ffr, l isn#:,.ris stsrtm&-on ll l ..* _iournny
of g'!. lqut i l . '  nlls,l. It t+r:k tw+ 4r"ys to r6uo;?, ft,g l.an+J on wtrf,:t h;-loo;"
hI* prt:em;.it l*t i xrs&r, sireyonmsr nlv*r" {m f t},eqtr htm pr**sptf *n-tlurci i6*i

,*rd psov*r,? tt '"&y r,, ir l i i$ft at VlXl.ey .,Jlty.
flryF :;at tvn *run t* liel1", htr* i:ut wi:#,l, fp;l bhw haxg*e rilir!.h&;'trr" It ws-,? bul1tffoar tlrr* 3*i5m, f;{*,nir.*rqtd* wu,tg FJ.nst*rfsrj r i.thi ourxt, {i};-ror:f 

^*nil*rie--'

*T "trru*i'r *-rtij r,r*rP f {1}c't 1n fii{ tii 'ilf,1;. ?trrrre !$s,rs *wo hn}S' q,fn*owa nn*
*b  r lo ' ; r  . l ^ t r  f , i : ' : ' i , : ) r l f i { }o

"T'i ls rrtJ,tfr i*frJ.,,**,f,$irfs yl*f,& ri:;*3"pi"i "i*l?t?Bfirlr ,fiJ,n *r**'f r J,n* .,ilgf, OlopEn,
Jrr . I l rggn,f  ! l * i i  uns ln tomrnir l , ,  ' l_ {b,  r i r ,6e l ;S.
rT"ti Aprll ],s$fr sr ftrnori **ifle sr ttr$y h,*{t {o ,unvg *ut trfl &hstr I',sr*sr ,r}xf
wat*tr .s:*tr rrw- irl.Lli'r r:n .$ f"*et ln lirg. SSu*** ,fh*y irtrt tlru f,louf Sn .t*p if
*h*l tmbrrrr- &l:*',. '  f i irrt: i , 1,i i* qackn o.f 'p*tpt***l ,[n i lhe *nll l*g ",f ir1 pi.rt t, im
.fi*t*j.t1ir tnl,ichlnu nn eh*l.f *, T'hrfs .lre$ n. nSi,,x.iill"rr:f ths,t ,tcgv;r{ ,AII *og, tff thg
ir*uge ; ' ir,1 J"iv'; ' i i  trtf, el f,s*l c},: 'gB titt ] iul S',t" hlrsltr tn *dtvBl t: ie git,t i$ irg"
fl*f.s&s s;;r] t ir$ s.e.lv*l{* ser* trrl+*n trr t i i t* srlF,lot.i h+xers m*-de $r*m to6* wnlgn
lrsl-s r.rp;*il l'n tmr,f,*',- !h*y h*.t]t Bs &ore to kiie lretr$hir*rs tnr,1 wsr& *nf*
f;reirn t$,'r i""l"next m,n* l lve t 'nr s rs*ks, T.here wsr$ i$$ rfi$ny *r* l i":fs'oriLtee
ii"vlns, i,n *n6 am*,Il 

"fs$_l**_qt*or 
L$ u,re*plg in n}.1. rn Srdrs'-*rtfg$a-ffi-{oofup l l iol h*niq*tsx,j ' ,nrl,, luly I i n& w:,rve* on [h.* rrrrneeteln*"eheut'S .tf img-fi;; '-

tX* .pr'$sl*rfr&ton l* itr],or, vuund. i ie xasl bbs..f t,cnu $n6.tt: tm,ke lun$ es far
f,t*s.rftu rlrmrg* ;is nrtt rr$ nsf.qhb*trr untl l 'ghc ncxt *um,uar, itw re*re{ (

-*]irnr 1o;, hr.rur;* he hsd 
'pullI 

tc t,r$e i.rosonteud.-" 
fns nenr*wt 'gsiun nhffy_f{rgf hu.*:l 

'*r* 
igst" ti}str grrovl*t,$us fr**, r+,E,e t{pyVt}lg

sht** saw ft.h*u.t i;'q, xrl.Is** It +r*i;lhl bri.kqs tri$m sbrlul& 3, *i,xy* l.n *fue;tnt*;"
tq: niahim !hr:.Ftp. 

' l i i ley w*u}.it *torf q! 6lre flFr|6ri,rr,r$:erx ploirl; t lre ssy *t
{ l}eilt. lrr t, l*r #ustrer [ lnr* [I iey qisi: l{ sfifr ip '}y t ir+rr rf l,]o1&.

.  f r fne *r ' l r iF far*r  . t tnci t l r r t r ry,  i r*  ut$d w*c g; ,5 i ; ,+. l r l rq blrrr ler*  *nt"c,n rreei  wlrc
1r-etr**tt *f twtri l6r rl$fier4rlgi{ sf}Ts*r, }*Cr:.,$nr br*pri*o.s*l.nr* Sg*ds;', sn}kl*#: -

, '1-\ -0}ory erl i4t hreu'kL*y plonr. '{Lrep *mi** itsre$.* *n t.r:Lrq rqrn*;rl*sr$,-'T#-ir[t[y
, 

-, t, cI?pF fiir{-qd}tll s*rff witgat truJ sst$, 'l"h* f.r.*sL u*** ln th*rs'rkry,: w,r,-a.a resod
\-,/ slrlcl't *it*y t{*t frost *h* trs'i:* bF uilts rissr. YhW wsuld }r&vet' t1p ep,6p tba'*u*:,* they *rus,$ f',,rr t*el, YhS gtsrrns'tn th**s d.lve. we.rs hgd wgd *+t*i* 

'
5\ l*.4{ e*v*p*:.}, *rtyg. $f*rrg ti*rss :xh** pe*pis u*"* ilt i;Zffis st$*}k* *as,Gainl"qt r*st l*gt th.sy e*uirl nnirft.trssss shi" a*nsi* *ng tta' t?i;ie ** tii* rts.:,, f,ae n*opf,* wqu.J.{t **ver tlp t* fli.rm *}gth*x *x1g wtsy r}$tll t,i*y *rrui,: itfii,

j"$e'tr $fi!r
'G.f" *te ;if.s."ui orrs€ tO !{. i}Bk, the Lnet of {rgtobsr fSgL f{t wes *nrftef,

, Yl*s *ss*stle}.$nte &f #r* glf**x srs #*w" k#rpte ;*#gr'***p*idaiono-"$,-*tli;S'
! . ::r+ *lt**t ,i].fs*nr Slg{{,rt'_:;. Ii."trk" 1 #r*' iisusXr *Xf***1' *tr:friru{i .t:- **t- i

Htr, f*l{rer,;I -&}fg+rif/;hlts ?ru,1.1, serf,*S.,1 *{Fs* #**rgx t$m*ad.* ,&trrgc}xt*o s* p*lh,*
)r f,le ;tlfg,:rr li.v*r i** -"lfaxf'$rdo *. $*k*

8^+,;

I l i :  
i . * * f G : , . * s t  f i t  ! . ' ; 1 & t

L

[ ,x f;.qxee 'it*yes
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PIO}IEIR BIC$F.AP':Y
1 1 e  A l f s o n

The  p r ren ts  o f  " r .  r l e  A1 f  son  were  1 { r .  A1 f  Tho rson  an , ' l -  l n rebo r r
J e r o : n e .  T h e  p i o n e e r s  n a " r e  i s  o . { r .  n 1 e  A l f s c n .  ' , f t .  0 1 e . A , l f s o n  w a s  b o r n
in  Te lan i r r ren ,  I l c r iTa r r ,  nea r  t he  to "vn  X l r i l en .  i { e  was  bc rn  l , qa - r r  5 ,  1u5O.

" e  c a a e  t o  t h e  l T n i t e d  S t a t e - e  t o  r e c o n e  a  c l t i z e n .  ! ' e  c e ' r e  t o
Dai 'o ta Co' . rn t . ' r ,  l f innes. te  enc ' ,  far r r ted f  or  a  f  er" l  yeFrs.  , !Je learned of
the  l anC in  5 r : r t h  Da to ta  wh i - ch  co ' l ] -C  be  re l l en  r - rp  r s  ho ' . l es tenc l  an ' i  de -
c i l ed  t c  co lne  t c  l i o r th  l , l a ' l c t { i  sc  thn t  he  "n igh t  beco re  a  l en io - i rne r .  1 -1e
l o e C e d  b i s  f c u r  h o r s s g ,  I  c n t t l e  a n d  f r , r r n i t ' r r e  e n d  g o t  a l l  r e a d l r  t o  s h i p
i t  on  the  t re in .  I { i s  l l l as  the  f i r s t  i r n "n iE ra "n t  c i  r l . oad  to  cc re  on  t ra in
8 s  r a r  a s  l , { a ; f v i 1 1 e .  T h e  r e i l r o p d  r e n t  o n " l - y  F B  f e r . ? s  t v * r o  r " a i l e s  f r o : n
l / rayv i l l e .  i { r s .  C le  A l f son  wes  the  f i r c t  l , ' r o ,nan  to  cone  on  the  t ra in  v r i t h
i : e r  i h ree  ch i l d ren  to  l i o r th  Da .kc ta .  He  toch  h rs  l oad  on  t l yc * , ' rF , ' - nno  and
s t a r t e d  o n  h i s  j c r : r n e r r  o f  a b : ' : - t  f i f t - r ' n i 1 e s .  I t  t o r k  t w o  C a v s  b  r e a c h
the  l and  cn  wh ich  he  too :<  h i s  n ree "n r : t i on  nea r  $heysnns  F . i ve r .  I r e  f i l ed
h i s  p ree 'nn t i on  i , i a r ch  1881  a r .d  r rove : i  i t  l l a - v  22 ,  18SZ f , t  

' 1 ,7 r1 - t  
e . . r  C i t y .

re  go t  two  nen  to  ne l ,n  h i ' r n  c : t t  wocd  f r r  t l i e  h 'o r r se  en i ' J  ba . rn .  I t
w a s  b u i l t  f r o : n  t h e  1 o . ' . : s .  T h e  c r t t s i 4 e  w a s ' p l a s t e r e d  r r i t h  r n u d .  T n e  r o o f
! va .s  "nade  o f  D rush  and  hay  f i l 1ed  i n  w i th  d i r t .  T l : e re  n /e re  t ; o  ha . l f
; r in f l .3 ' ,1 is  anC a dcor  in  the L ior_1F€.

1 1 1 s  n e a r  n e i r h b t r R  i r e r e  F . a l a h  J c i n s c n ,  0 1 e  S r o f f  ,  a n C  E l e f  0 1 e s o n .
I I i  s  nr l :  ' - r t ' ! .  t r l  r ro c  i  n  to ' , ln  o] . i  r '  14? ,  T(e-n:  e Zq .

f n  Ap r i l : l - y ^82  a  f l ood  caq re  se  tbe r r  haC t r  "nc r re  o " .1 t  o f  t he r r  hc r r l e .
? h e  w a t e r  i v F i s  € , s  i r i . q h  a s  3  f e e t  l n  t h e  b , r u s e .  T h e v , - . r t  i l - , .  f . l _ o r t r  o n
iop  o f  t j : e  t ab l -e ,  t i e l r  h . : ng  t i : e  ,<ac ' . : s  o f  i r o te f , c r s  i ' r  t ne  ce i l t ng  and
lut  th  e se ' r inr  'n i :e l ' i  19 cn c ta i . rs .  The re , .v ;  s  r i  ne ighbor  t .h l t  "ncved.  on
tcp  o f  t he  h :use  i l nC  l i r . r s r i  f : r  6  f s i : . r , j avq  i i - l - l -  he  r , : c t  hd l . . ' t  1o  13 r r€ .
T1 ]e  ca t t l e  s " r i , .  r  ac ros*q  : , nC  t l e  c ; t 1 \ r r : s  i i ' e re  t ; - t : g ,1  i r  t he  , v i l  , r n  boxeg  "1 : , ' l e
f r c r r  1o ,s . r , vh i c t r  we re  ' . r sed  , ,  q  ' coa t i .  

T i -e r r  h l ^  t r  ' : r o r re  to  the  ne iE i - . bc rs
t r a t ' , r / e r e  s l ' f e  f r o r r  t h e  f l o c d  * - i . i ' l - i . r e  f c l  t l r e e  r i ' e e l . s .  ? h e r *  r , r e r e  i , r s
' r 1a i1 r  as  th ree  fa :a i1 i -es  l i . v i ng  i . n  ane  s t ' l a ' 1 , ' .  1og  h l - t - : e ,  15 : .eo t1e  i n  a l l - .
6n  J r : . r " , e  3 ,  1883  he  to l ' ' . t r , - ,  h i . s  l : , o rues tead  and  J r : l y  5  he , ru , ' e {  on  i l t e
ho 'nest  ear , r  aborr t  4  cr  - ,  nn i lee f  rcr  h |  s  1 . r ree:npt i  on rn Pi le t  r , lor :nC .  " re
l I B s  t h e  f i r s ' i ,  t n e  t t  t a ' k e  l a n d  s o  f a r  f r c n  t h e  r i v e r s .  I { e  h e d  n a
na i  rh  ' r nn^  ' t -  + ' i  1  t he  ne r t  s ' l r  1e r .  l l e  no r reC  the  1os  ho r rge  he  had  b r : r . i 1 , tf r v r F : ; r j i J \ / r D  t - t ( J

t o  t i : e  h o r t e s t e a d .
ohe  ne .  res t  t ? , , t n  t . : ' e r r  f i r s t  had ,  t o  - . ' e t  t he iT  r ; rov - - i - s i : ns  f r : ' ' ' .  was

l i e l r v i l l e  wh i - ch  i l r as  ebc , - l t  5 t l : n i1es .  l t  u ro r r l . d  t a t - .  t he ' ' r  pb . i i : - t  3  d -a . . / s  i n
1 X 6  r r i n t e r  t o  ' r a r . e  t i : e  i r i l .  T h e 1 , ' u ' c : t l . d .  - q t p - , ' a t  t h e  f ' r ' t h o ' - r s e , q  e r c n g
tbe  way  e t  n iq :h t .  rn  t l : e  ?1 .1 "nne r  t i " ne  t i e "  wo ' r - " l d  ce , . l - t  b r r  t he i r  r ragons .

The  ee r l ' . r  f  a rn  ' neeh ine rJ '  he  used  , rp  q  the  l ee r in -  b inde r ,  wh ich  ueee l
w i re  i ns tead  o f  t r r y ine r  n , : - i " o rn i l l :  ' , ' , r cwe : : r  l r on i t c r  b roe4cpe t i -nq  seed-e r ,
l ra- Ik in ; :  p lc i r i ,  and breaking n- l -or l r .  Thel r  r . rsed horse,s  on th is  "nacn1ner l t ,
The esr ly  c : l io?, rs  re j -se j -  r ;ere r ' ' lhe i ' t  ' , * - i  oats .  T: re fu-e l  r . rsed , tn  those dey s
H : s  w o o d  w t - i c h  t h e l ' r s 1  f r e ' : t  t h e  t r e e s  b r r  t h e  r i r r e r .  T h e y  w o r : . 1 C  h n v e  t o
oncn  t l ' e  wood"  the r r  r . r . sed  fo r  f r : 91 .  T i : e  s to r .nq  i n  t hose  Car , r3  r , . r e r r l  bad
: ' : ]d  r ryot : . ld  lest  gerrera l  c 'e ' , ' -e .  J , {an: ' t i r les zhen r :eo i - ' le  $ Iere c ! . r t  in  thcse
S tOfnS  a rC  916 r r1  d  c rc t  ' l  ne t  t i : e1 '  r yg ' r ' l - d  i t n l t a f  nes t  t he  hOrSeS i - , ' t . J  t i  e  t he t
t ; r  the r i , l .  i i ;  ; ; ;p i i  

- *c ' ' r r r  
c . : r ier  ,1 ' r  in  the c lc thes anc s ta l r  r :n t j . I -

t i : e v  c o u l c  f i n c ' t h e i r ; J a \ r .  L I r .  O 1 e  A l f s o n  i a ' r . r e  t l ' r .  D e t r .  t h e  l a s i  o f
Oc t . l t 81 .  r l e  : , " i as  ' r r l r r i ed  to  " l a r i  os r r1n r , i . so l1 ,  FeD.  - i ,  I 877 ,  l a ' r t t a  Coun t . , r r= ' i nnesc t i  Fe r "n in r to : r .  The  - l eFcen lan ts  o f  1 , ;1 r .  A_ t -+ l s in  p re  l l : : s .  Le r . i i s
3 e r ; ,  J o o n e - : s t : ' v i  ,  

- ' T .  
A l c e r t  1 1 l - f  s c n ,  S i n f ' o r i  ,  l 1 r .  f l s l a r r  4 1 f  s o n ,  B i  n f  o r  4  ,
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S.l luklov . .r
Fron interviow by ltannah tondo.

S'Alnklov rae bora Jan.L?rl850 ln vanelvsn Honray, tho son of lndere and lta.rthaAl'nliov. I{ers he went to sc}:ool uutil he ras fiftoli y6are of ago. He rent to
, ll,ul^!:hool in Valden and graduatod in 1866. He took up the etuoy of nodeci.ne, rn litromeo end graduateri f ron coll,ege in l.g?0.

Dr' Schenck nas located 14O niles out in the country frorn any phanaiacy.
Mr' rl'u'klov was EuPposed to bo a prlvate tutor in a fanily of cllLiren, but noEtof the t lne. he washelping tha doctor in Lis private labratory. rn a ftEhcrreca&p noarrthoro w€ro ruany pcople who had ths sevEn year ltch. fitoy lived in avery poor way, and the dleease was very catbhlng.Dr.Scheack atid nit take *o.- trying to. cure theso pooplo as ho beli lved nothfng would heLp. l tr. t lr ,klciwas very intercgtod and bogan to experlment wlth * nna of salve that souldget througtr the ekin and ki l1 the glrr,e. Bofora, areenic or norcury wae usedand vorked juet ag a tonic.

In 1874 Mr..tlnklov Lof t Norway on the ST,0L.6F ship and anj.ved in New york
about nlne daye l,ater. I{s came to Minneapolle ty-irarnrin June. It that ttmetbo population wa: about l0r0OO. Fhcn he aaw what was going on he thought hohad corue to a wlld countr 'y,- n' lre we among thc Indiane?i he askod a pa6senger,nHavo the Mont,ana conboye broko loose? r The people wero nrnnilg aroundpounding t la.pans,,r inglng cowbeIla, and uaking i"ui 

"o 
*rr. i ,  aoiee. It  was eregular Anorlcan cl{fi{*{e char'lvarl. l{r.Alnrklor had nEver seon anything J.ika thlrrfron a wedrl ing and didnlt Lnow what to think. nttte ng us6 to get narriect toturrr the otl ierg cra.zyrn he gaid.

He net an old fr iend of hls in lr l lnnoapolis, Prof.Veenaasrpresldent oflugsbcrg Soainary, who rryae bound that he sludy lhoologr, and wantod to saka apreachor of hln.i lr . lLmklov Etudled theology f ir throelr*"" and graduatod
in  IBTZ .

In 1'877 hE ras rnarried tolrlary Sadol,tho itaughter of Chrlstian tadel 6f,a merchant of tho city of Tromea itonn'ay. The wedllng took placo in ftlff,I$XMinnaapo)'is. Mr.llrrklov becan:e a ninister ln the Lu{heran church at Bonsonlf lnnesota, and had chargo of olght congregatione around tho country. In t]rosft411 vi l lago oJ Benson, thoro werenrt teeethan olgl.rt  galoone. The najortty
91 !!" people thought nore of going: to thrr saloon than to the church. Mr.
Alnrklov rae.thore twelve years, ancl during that t lrro f l f teen people drank
theraselvos to death.

Christ lan Wadolrl tr.Ahnklovre brother-in-1ew, had etarted t i io study of g
nedeclne in f,orvray and had run ou.t of funds.Hs cane to Beneon for llr,klovreheLp. The boy rag eent to gchool. in l{ lnnoapolls for two yoars, and becane aEuceseful doctor. He sas a doctor tn l forthwood N.D, and in Fargo, where herf las a meuber of thr Fargo cl iaic. I to diod arounii .  lgg1.

Mr' l lnklov helpad hls sistor ldrs. fr ick REits get a honestead elght rr i les
eouth of Beneon tr[ inn. Her husband didnrt sson to cari to help. sith so-uenysaloons in town lt sae hard for hirn to save any nonrly, Mrr Al.mkl-ov aeeured herthat hs would take caro of thom. She dlod in confinennint nnd left f lve boya.
It wae ueelese for two fanilloe to llve on the eala.ry ho waa gotting as a preacho3 o
Mr. lhnkLov eaid to hiraserf , tryou studied phan.,acy ta Norrray arra aow you 

I

- probably have a chance to uee it .  n So in . luly 1b8e he carno to Cooperstownwith his fani ly and the Helta boye, and bought out tho dnig stora oi D".Newall
Tho drug etora was just a l l t t Ie frame butl<i ing thon.

Mr'I1rnklov was glad he bece.no intoresto,l  in the skin diaeaEe in l trorway
lie contiausd h1s oxperin*nting urit i l  he nado what ho caLlod Eczena sa1vs.
He started to eeLl this thE f irst yoar he came to Coolierstown. As yot thersf,aB no votorinary. Mr.t lruklov nade horee nedecine and'acted as a veisrinary.

A weok after tr{r. lhnhLcv cans there was & torribls froet., and froze t legood crops lt tgf had. things i l i , intt look eo bright for a whila , but i t
turnod out better than was expected. A aan sho ha,:i com f roe a rumber ca.upin Mlnneeota had a bad casa of sc?,ama on hia faco combinsd with the eeven-yaar i tch al ' l  svar his faco. A farrner broughd thls man to anotirer doctor
ln  Cooperstown.  Thls  doctor  was youngrexc i tad and nervsus.  He got  the idsa



l$lg lf.fi l?ne4frdilclEfly. Ho- phcned to ths sheriff,Jim ?taglostad, to takecare of the nan in JaiJ. as there lyas ng other pest housu, iho Eheriffhineelf didntt think l t  was loprosy ag thore hart nevsr beon a caso oftt around' He knew that l{r. riltLo; had a salve good for all sktn dlgeascs
9-o ho brought tha nan down to the drug store and aEked Mr. llmkLov lf heti tcugli t  i t  was leprosy. Ur. AhnkLov i iquired of ths na:: i f  he had gottonthE sore face after hc had ehavod. The uan Eaid that va6 Bor and that uanyI'n thg lunbcr canp had it. He Looked at his body anil eaw he had t1o itch,Jirrr t laglosta.d thsn took a bor of eczoma ealve and uged it  on the manls faes,twlce a day. The itch salvo was used on the botty twlca and ho beca.nreonti.rely cured. In two weeks tho nan went back to work .By then the countyhad bsen aroueed -to the thought of Mr.Alnklovre aaLve .o"ing Leprosy.
It was the bost advort ienont Mr.AlmkLov eve:'had. there woro eany who hadthie dieeaee, and Mr.l lrnklov wa6 vory Bucoseful in sel l ing hle salvo.

I farmer by the name of tadbury, rx ,a scotchnan, tia a brue spot onhis foot that pained very much and swil l .ed-up to his lr ipr.I t  was an lnglCsulser of ths worst kind. l le had Dr.Phil l ipr i f  Hopo to icntl  to tt ,  fhie$cotchnan wasntt niade ofrgoft stuff s, aB Mr,l lnkiov Bays. He refusod totake chloroforn, and eat and grit tea ir le toeth whlLe or.phtttfps cut intothE foot and scrapeil  the bone. Tha foot got worec and woreo. M;.Ladbury
donanded that thc doctor do aonothing or theyrd kiLl him. The doctor toldhirr: that the onry thlng to do was to have the foot cut off, but that Mr.
Ladbury was too o1dr80 yoars, and wouldnft bo able to stani l t .  Mr.Ladbury
saidr t f  I f  that  ie  a l l  you can do,  cut  i t  o f f .  I rd  rather  d lo  rn two orthree nlnutcs than to dle tnch by inchn.John ltchlBon, ono of Mr.Iadburyts
noighbore, rantod XilXIfiSX hina to buy some of }[r.llrnklovts salve. nthatrs
tho uaa to buy oa.lvotrreays Sr.tai lburyrrrhen t ine doctors canrt hcJ.p mo inthreo ysars?n l{r. t tchleon purchaeed a-box of salve and gave it  t !  the
oLcl man to uee. The salve lonpletoly healotl trr.Lailbutyrf foot. In thc
epring ho bought a houec and noved into Cooperstown. Hc had the flnest,
cLoanest, and blggest garden in town gc uvid to be 96 ycars ord.

Inl'890 Mr. lluklov bought the largest houEe ln town without looking
{rrt at i tbefor buylng itr. is the pr. i .co sounded roaeonablo. He bought
lt fron Knut ?honpson for $1rzo0. The tlncg were hard then but thcr€
wasnlt as mueh complaint a6 now. The pcople werentt afraicl to knuokLe
down to work. Thay were nore eatlsfiod aud got along with what thcy hed.
In tne niddlo of the winter Slmon Oursn ran out of coffee and f lour, He
raLksd on cLls to vel ley city with a l l t t ls hand slod, and brought bacl
8oms flour and coffee. The nelghbors had run out of the Eama things, andwhea hc came home tlie houee was full of poople. Mr Ouren hail to dlviite
the provisione al l  around.

In 1906 Xr. lLmklov buil t  a new drug store of conreternade la HEnneford.
He started a furn&ture flilf[ store upstairs in this building but never
l iked i t .HE d iecont inued the furn i turo buginsas ln  1916.

Mre . B. lLmklov dlo d ln l"93g .

Mr.l lnkLov alwaye l iked the drug businese , and l lked to erporlnont,
as there was always goin.thing to learn.

In 1935 Mr.AhnkLov got ordorg for his ecgena salve frora al l  eornors
of the rorlil. $ro orders camo fron lfanilarphilippine Ielands.; the sare
day four orders cana froru l{ordaag l{orway, a posl office the iarthegt north
in Nonray. Mr lLnsklov beard fron?,H.1{cPherson fron Fhtte Horsoryukon Canada
to sead sone ccx9na galve at once. I nunbsr of people that weri esttLed
near ttie lrctic Ocean hatl thie catching dieeaee, and the salve was takon
by natl routo, pul.Lod by dogsrb0O rni l is up the trct ic ocaan. lho iourth
order cane frori Catchecanrl laska. IIE also has received ordors froun.[fr ica,
and fron nlesioaary etatioaE la Indla and China.

I[r ' l lmklov is tho ordest druggost ln s.DaL. tu ].gB?. Ho is g? years
o1d and Etill nareages hie drug gtore.
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The parents of 3,1r. Ole Alfson were f, ir. A1f ?horson and IngeborgJerorce- The ploneers name ls &ir .  o le Al fson. ed. oie Al fson was bornln Tele,marhen, -r\orws.y, near the town SkJten. He was-born U*y Sl-fgSO.

I ie came to the Unltecl  States to become a cl t lzen. He ca.me to-'Dakota Co-unty, fuilnnesota. and- farmed. for a rew years. He learned. of theLand. 1n North Dakota. whlch could. be ta.ken up ,as honestead_ and d.ecld.ed.to come to North Dakota so that he mlght bebome a land-owner. He load-ed.hls four horses, I  cat t le and. furnl tu ie and. got al t - - reaAy to ship f t  onthe traln. Hls was the flrst lmmlgra-nt car16ad. to come on traln a,s yar
as Mayvl l le.  The ral l road" went only as far  as two ml les f rom--Mu.y"f f r* .Mrs.  01e Al fson was the f l rst  woman to cone on the traln wl th her chl l -d'ren to North Dakota. He took h1s load on rwo ri lagons and. started onnl l  Journey of  about 5o nr1les.  r t  tooh two days [o reaeh the lend. onuthlch he took hls preelPtlo1 near Sheyenne Rlver. He f1led- rtr*-"p""emptlonMarch, 1881, and proved.-  r t  May zz,  1ggp, et  val ley 01ty.

- He- got two men to help h1m cut wood. for the house and barn. Itwas bu1lt from the logs. trre outsld.e ua.s plastered" wrtrr mud.. The roofwag ms"d-e of brush and" hay f 111ed. 1n wlth d"irt. There were two halfwlnd"ows e.nd. a d.oor 1n thb house.

Hls nea"r :  nelghbors were Ralph Johnson, ole Groffr  sr id Elef  o leson.Hls preemptlon wa- ln townshlp t?9,  range b9.

In Aprll, 1882r a flood. came so they ha.d to move out of thelr- frone.The water was as hlgh as 3 feet  1n the house. They put the f lour on topof the table,  they Frys the_se-cks of  pota. toes 1n t i re 'cel l lng a"nd.-put theeewlng ma.chlne on eha.lis. There was L- nelghbor th;-i moved- on tor: of thehouse and. 11ved. for  a few d.a,xs t l1t  he got*help to *oo".  
- -T; ;  

"n i t iuswam across and'  the calves were taken t i i  tne.waggn boxes mad.e f rom logswhlch were used' as boe.ts. fhey ha"d. to move to irr* r,*lgrru""-"tr.*i" '""""
safe f rom the f lood. and 1lve f i r r  5 weeks. Thene ***"  a"s many as 3fam1l1es l iv lng ln one smal l  1og l louse, lb-  peor: le in-al l .  on June D,1882, he took up hls homestead ind. Juli o hb mbved. on the honoestead.
about 5 m1les f rom hls preemptlon tn pi tot  Hound. He was the f l rst  oneto take land so fa.r from the rlvers. He had no nef$frbors unt1l the nextsummer. He moved. the log house he ha.d. bullt to tir! homestead..

The nearest  town, they f l rst  had to get thelr  provls lons f rom rvaslvlayv1l1e, whlch was e.bout 5o mlles. ft would. take thenr about 5 days lnlhe wlnter to make the tr1n. They r,vould stay at the farinhouses *ibrg-,re wa.y at nlght. fn the summer tlme they would cemp by thelr-r"[o"s.

- The ea"rly farm machlnery he used. was the Deerlng blnd.er, whleh used.wlre lnstee-d' of tw1ne, I; icCormlck morver, ir lonltor broa[ca.st1ng seed.er,
Yalklng p1ow, a,nd breaklng plow. They used. horses on thls i lachlnery.The ear ly,croPs ralsed were-whee-t  end oats.  The fuel  used. 1n those d.ayswas wood- t 'shlch they got frorn the I trees by the rlver. Theywoufa-haveto-chop the wo-od thei used. for fue1. The storms ln those d"afls werebad' and would- last several d.ays. iulany tlmes when oeople were out 1n
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tb.ose gtorus and. wou1d. get lost they woul-d. unharness the horses anil t1e
then to tbe r1g. 'The people wouLd. cover up 1n the clothes and. stay
unt1l tbey coulcl flnd. thelr way.

$r. 01e Alfson came to Ii[. Da"k. the last of 0cto-per 1881. He was
- zsarrled to Kanl Oenund.son, February 6, 18?5, Dakota County, Mlnnesota

-rarn11n_gto!.- The d-escend.antg of S{r. ALfson are Mre. Lewle Berg, Coopers-
town,  N.  Dak. ,  Mr .  Arber t  A l fson ,  B ln fo rd . ,  N . 'Dek . ,  $ l rd . . I {enr i -A l febn,
Blnford.' IrI. Dak., ldr. Al'frefl Alfeonr'$trtte TaLl, I{oht, , 'Mtrs. George
Olstad., Blnford, N. oak. Ole Alfson Ilvee at Blhford., i l . Dak.





J 0tto lndorsbn

By Ot to  Andereon in  1911"

By ortean 29 yeare ergo. May 2? r€o sa6 preparod to leave ours 01d lionc

ln Townehip 115 Range 3?, then Town of Hawk Croek Fenvl lLe County Hinn, whers

w e  f l r s t  e s t t l e d  i n  1 4 6 9 "

f,o arr ived at thon Vi l lage of l fardel l rGrlgge County, Terr i tory of Dakota

8n or about Juno 5th 1882. lbou' t  orre rr l lc fut ther to the S.E" on Scc 18

Town 146 Fangc 57, now Groenvlsw Townel: ip Steelo County, hher6 a brotLer,
Carl ,  had already taken up a clain,  and thon we was at the end of ouro . t i rn6y"

0ldest brot l ier ,Gustav had already takon up a clairnl l  on Sec 32 eame townehip
fa l1

in  the  fe&*  bo foro .

By 0x teanj Yoae, by four young unbrokonCxons hl tcbei l  to a canvaes covorod

wagonin wheach was Lodod a broaking plow, a set of  naeon toole, a etove and

gome g tovap lpes ,  go&e k l tchon u tcnc l l s ,  Bon6 war lng  aper iLe  and bod c lo t l ing ,

no t  ovor  1500 pounds in  we igh t  , inc ludbng t l ie  d r iver  and h la  w1f6  and th rco

chi i .dren. They calad ue l ione-oeekers, but l t  seened to n:e tha* thon that
s

wee wa8 ieeking away fron: a horne inetaad. I f  anoyono lr :  the corpany had
en€y-neney
anoy eoney I  do not know, but to al l  appoarance they did not.  I  know I dld

not  havo anoy .  For  i t  was  thon a6  nowrhonoy was fo r  Bon€ peo l le  to ,  w iah

wleh  f  o r  and taLk  about ,  bu t  no t  to  have and k lp"

I  boing at this t in:e zL an a half  ycars olr i ,  i lo i l ier 6ayg to nerqtto
you ie now old enough to take up a clalm on Governnent land.You can now

go aLong i f  you  L ike .Te l l " twe l . l , shou ld  I  go  a lcng,  MJr  conc lushon was to  go

along. I f  I  d ld not Llke I  had tho proniee to coras back. But I  dtd not cons

bako to mothor rshe ha,c to con,e to ne f i ret"  My duty on the tr ip rvas to
cf iase catt les belonglng to the part ioe in the corrrpany. lnr l  ae I  was walking
a lL  tho  way my booths(boc ts )  by  t ine  o f  (onr l )was  Legan to  ea t  g rass ,  bu t  as
boothe has no digest lon organs i t  dtd not do t l ieu, anay good.

^ l f ter $€e got started reo dld not stop mor t i ren lnJ night ln aney one
;r laco. l t  ntght I  was elooping on tho grouid under tha wagon. Gatt l rg.  oure
r,eale three t tres a dayrwhich was propared by the womene of the con,pa_ny. lnd
as peopla are t l is onl"y anlrual that takes i tg food Lookedrthe etorro wag to bc
f. i f ted fron tha f fagon, and gat on tho ground three t inree a day, and hcated
with fuel  wee pickod along the road ae wee went on. Movlr :g on aborrt  eO orZS
na i lse  a  day ,  fo l lo t lng  tha  For t  To t ten  t ra iL  rh lch  thon b i ing  a  fa i r l y  good
raad



L

FlN: 'qqR FT1' ;NAPFY
J .  : .  A r i s t r o n s :

J o h n  B .  A r m s t r o n q  r n e  b ? r r  J € - n r 1 E r : : ' 2 9 ,  I S 6 1  i n  O n t a r : . o ,  C a ' r a d a r
Fe r th  0o t rn t y ,  ' ] ea - r  S i re t f  c rd  l i t i ' .  . { e  uas  21  : i ea r *  c lC  i : n i i  be " l  i e r re
t n : 1  t h e ' l e s t  o - ' : i e r e c  o i r n o r t ' . r n i t i e s  r i r e a t e r  t h e r  t h e  4 a s t .  * t  t h e
t l - re  i re  s t : r te : ' l  i i :est  t j te  l?r r . i : i  e  States 1,Tere bei -ng Dcnned.  i :nd.  ' . rere
oi . '  :er : '1-a;  :nr1 ' : "ce:nents t l  set t lers  i ' f  , : /4 : '  r f  c i ,ear ' l  l i : tes en: ' l  1 : r : i . l  : ; : r t ' - r ts
1 r :  h o ' r e s e , ? ' : e r c .

- - ' e re  i g  r ; h i , , t  l c  : a id  f i a : ' l t  i i i s  ex r fe r l ence  f ro ' r  ho ! :1e :
] r - ;e* '  

r  l -s j ' t  per t r :  lOunt . . ,  l : . , ter i , : ,  t j . :e  s :1a. . r i  i :e in ; .  So.1e B; .  ar4 4
i '9" t  dee1.  r ' t I  ' ' . .O q i rn  c f  Co' ;1111i  s : ' r ' i  n ; ; - .  ? l - : ror rqh o i lch i r :en,  f  r , : l " ia .na,
T l l l - - : : t - s ,  ' , 1h .gc l " r s : . n ,  , ' 1  rC  l l i r r : r . eg? -=  i , 1  i i , a ,g  e , i r t : n l r c ' r s  r - -1 r ; . J -g lusn  an i : l
I ' i iL ier .  Icr  ne-n l /  : l t - l  j - is  i l :  - r r1 i .  ce s  t i : r ,  la i l : :oa- i  r ; : :  s  g9r , ' ;1 'g l -  gnd the t r ;  j -n
t r ; i r l e l e : j  Ve I ' 1 r '  s l - c  , .  The  rOSt  i ' l t e : . ' e  s t i . n [  r ; l r t  C1 '  t ne  t r i i ;  r J , .OS ' , ? .  e  T€
1 ,?e  r , : l e  a10n l  t . : e  

- ' i s s igs i : - rp1  
,  ; i t l t  t r : e  t i t r e r  on  ane  s i . 1e  a : r . :  i i : e  . . r ea t

sa: rc j  s tone c l i f  : 's  on t i :e  c t i :er ,  tor . 'g f  in : .  I r i i .  - ier  t j : i .n  , i re  cou" l i i  -eee f  ro i , , r
t i -e  ccr  rv in , iO, , ls ,  en i  ' ' i r , )1 '€  t i : : . t i  anyt r " i i  r r , ;  e . ' - :e  t le  ;€e L in; : .  t l : i : t  ,goDrr  T
l , t r r u l , i  D e  i n  t i . r e  g r e a t ' . ' i e s t  c o r l n f , 3 1 , ' ,  t i : e  E r e a t r r A ' n e r i e a n  D e s e r t r r w i . t i l
e  sot ' t  v ' ia" r rn wi .nd 01ov ' r in f i  f ro :n tne t rest ,  t i :e  nra i r j "e  p j rnss,  , jTr r  an, l
i i f  Ow l l ,  u l o t t i  nc '  i - n  t ,  e  I ' r i  nd  , r n i  t i : e  l rA  i r  j  e  Ch i  a , ' e l  B  i l oa i , j i  r t i '  (  i ; r r 1 f ,  T  r ' l i  r :
nOt l . t : tOt . r  ' , r : l : i , t  l , i : :  cn-r . :1- , r l  r - . :3_J. ' r  ;  , ' , r  , -h l  e  : r . , , :  - r ' ,L  t :  I  . - \  ^ :  Of  f : : l -LCTi  3. . i r r r r i  grp
I  a-rr ivcr l  i -n i :a:r : ' i r f  o. i l ' i  ,  l - .  ! ; , ; - r , r .  T j , rmr-rel ; - - f  ro ' , r" t t ie {"oi"  

-^t* . r -"  
i r l t l '

t t : e  g ra  sc ,  t i : e  J i : . : : .F ,  e  c l f .  dc r r  s l - i c i  cpe t l  l r : ' l  n  i i c i ce  e i r_ ' l - l _e ' i ,  r ' " ' r e  re
to: r ,  '= ' r i - r i i  -1 : /gr - l . r i  t r l ln ' .1 .  r '  ' l i th  th ig  Cone t i - .e  t l 'a in  pr r l led on leav l -n; :  ' le
n ' i  t t inc. .  ^"1 1-r 'e  t I . . . r t r  n lOne end-  'nOnlrCl - :  l f  a l l  T  Sr : . fv ; : rg4 ; : {Jr  f  i : : . } : t - -
t h e r e  v / F s  t - 1 o n e  t o  d t s p r r t e .  ? l : e r e  r " v a s : D  e t l r e r : ' 1 a n ,  n l  h c ' D s e  c r  i } r r l d i r i '
i r .  s i ' h t .

f n  l i a . - r  1 fu?  T  f i l _ : "  on  i '  c l a i ' n  ( r - , l esen t  : : , 1 ' 4e )  i n  t sa r t - l e1 r  f ognsh i1 t .
T bot . r : : l , ' t  tne h l ' , restea^ l  -F ' r i : r  e  "1an ho i - :a id  f  i  1e i ]  i )n  i t  .so,1€ seven r r€ i : : , f  s'  ^ r o r e l  g l y ] ! i , - h i . ' n  r l r  

! i  *  r i g i r t  1 n e  c a r t  * r " d  e i n g l e  h l r n e s i { , ,  a n 4  a
n c t e  - o i  r l l - ; . c 1 .  T i r e  1 0 c , , t ' : o l  o i '  i h e  - r - . : , n , ^ l  i s  r 1 - o f  l l : - ,  g e c i i o n  1 0 ,

Tot' inghir- ' '  14 ,!  ,  F.gn,-:e ' ' j ' r- , ' .  1'1, '  f  irst t :cr,r.eg *" * a f ra,,te. , ,r i :en_ f 'novecl tr'1Jr c1ei."t T f Cr:n,J tL;e si.?nt ' .  i :ai b-t-Orl1 F-i11a.lr s,f : .-;1' l l61g:1 ' ;T,, ScrapS i:_r.C
t ' : i t i - '  sD re r ther  l ! - r r : i t ' r :e  r  1 ; r : i l - t  a  - l .ean t ,  ' , r . '  c i ln  us inq t i :a t  t i i l -  the
f  , r l1or . ' r i  n l  sr - l : ! ' , rer  i rnen r  b l r i l . t  a l l , r ther .  r  l :ac l .  : :  r rse i  a- i l  ^ : r  r r3  t l
Cooners to r i n ,  1 i :  "n i1es ,  c r  Daze \ r ,  13  ' r i 1eg .  Ec ' r t e  o "  ' i t r r  ea r l  * . '  l r e i ; r l r l r c rq
1 ' , , e r e  O l - e .  L .  F c 3 r i e : r _ r d ,  A n . l r e r :  i o r * - r ,  . I o s 3 r , f  H o g 3 n r t h ,  J c 4 n  F r a r e i s .
E ind  lOna1J  C i r xz l )911  .  i ' oy  naC j : j : r e r ' , '  J '  j : e : r  a  ' , t a ,1 l i i n ;  i , f o , , _ : fq -=  fe  i * . '
b l ea r l i n : ,  enC s t ' r n i l e ,  sn r i n i  t oo t i  h i i : r r c r r  &n l  c rc r , c i cas t -g6e r1e r .  : i . hen t
T lae t r ie  r - r r inc i .p* i  L  crc l r  nn i i  L l ie . l .d i : ,1  f ro ' r  ' ) l )  t t  40 bus: :e l  s  per  a-cre of
l i o .  t  ha : : : i  i n ;h , .e t .  i  g re : r  : n1 r  f i r s t  co rn  i n  18 t1  .  Fo r  f ' r e1  J  r - l sec i  wood
an :1  {C t  i - t ' : ' : :C ' t  Sne -venne  Yr - -11e_ t r .  T t  rac  j - y r i ' , : ; n  l l : ' t eg r ' " : r  i . n  r i n te r  t i ne
ler  t r in : , t  :e icre ,5 .ay11r i ,1 : t  an. i  get t ing i , r : re  af  t : r  i j_ar ' : .
_  In  t i :e  ] rear  of  1SS' j -?0 f  wcr '<e ' l  i :a : ' :4  an *eect lon 2,  ?or inshj . r ,  I44,
Fante 6C. That ' i . ' inter I ,Uot ,,-;oOC frot: l  3he:ren::e Rir ler s:r,-- '1 ha.r fb.r qt,rclc
f ro ,n Sr l t : t .g : tpn Count i -  anr i  i " ;c t  . rv  b :e i - : i  f ro .n Cco" i :er . , torn--not  a  r :oo<1
co 'nb in i . j , t i on .  0ne  s to r l n "  spe l i  I  a :D t  r : r t  l f  1 ' r r . rb .  I r e . v inq  so ' t e  i - ! - c l l r ,
s o . i r t ,  a r - - c  i r i l t  t i - - o r r ; i  T  c c l : 1 . 1  n i r ' : e  S l ' , *  c t  s c i r i t s .  r : t  : . l r i n i  i  ; : ; i  a t  o n l
l ine b: r t  : , ' ; i :en f  s ta i teO tc  ro l - l -  i t  'n_: . '  t rour les 'ue, ;a11.  I t  r ror_r1C nct
s ta- ' r  ro11e : i  c ' j t  t i l  L  I  got  t ie , " r r  cut  o . : : . t .  ' , , ihen t i : i  wei : i : t  r rye s ;  ia l ien at ' ! '
i t  tvouid s-or i .n : -  tc : -c t . :er  bu i  i ' in ; .1 i1 , ' r ' ' '  nr : t t ln+ I ' r iJ r  l . :nee on one s iLe
a n d .  h o l C i n r  i t  e n d . p r e s s : . n 1  r o l l e r  c n  f r : r  s i i e  I  h e l d .  i t  t i l 1  t 5 e  b i s *
c i t i t e  were  c r : . t  o i : t .  The : f  l na r j . e  ve r j / ; co i l  ea t i ns  an , j  l es tec l  . , . e1 -1 .
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J .  B .  A g r i i s t r o n : -  ( c o n t i n u e d )

l r l , '  nex i  
" ;as 

rn 1t l9- ! - -?2.  l jhen 1,1 ' , r i t r - i  on c1; - :  j . , :  i . -  a+91' , : ic . i  i ic r  t l t ree
weeks  rnd  I  neve r  *qav i  o r  t i : r keC to  i i n : "  1 ;e l son  an i i  i he  l as t  t h ree  n i , r , : i : t g
I  had  n  i l e r cse rc  f r : r  l i gh ts .  f  t r i e . l  t o  read  f r cn  i i , e  l . i i : L t  o t '  t i : e
stcve Coo: :  i : r - r t  i .  t  ; i t  s  t  . , i  : : t  io t '  ' -  fa ,ce.  r  f  i : r i  s l -eC the l . i r - i : i  br . '
w i - : i - q t i i n i r ,  e r r_ j  tA r - l : i n : :  i r :  t i : e  dOI .

r  t :a-g marr i -e4 to  Ar l ie  Ci : : rp , :e11 1ro, , 'eo lber  I { ,  Lg94,  at  t i :e  h: l 'ne
o f  l 1 r .  ! .  e i  ng ' !  e  i r ,  : , ; i 1C  ' r i 11  Toyp  sh i -p .

The  Cesce l i an ' f s  o , i  p ioneer  a rs ;  l l e : : r r i n  J .  \ i " r s t ron r : . r  i J : - * J .  J l r1 l '
? 1 ,  1 ? 1 g i  E r l n a  r l l l l r r e  l n d  " a l : . r  T - - t - l e n ,  H r e ; :  S c h o O l  t e a C h e r e  A . t , S o c l e r -
s f  o - i n ,  ] i .  na i . : ;  T l : e l - ' : l l  3e11e ,  .TF r , l e  g to ' r *  Co1 !e re ;  1 )one l - , , i . e  J io , :e  r t e ,  a t
h t ' n  e  ueT 'na " ' o - i f  

,  11  .  ! a ' : .  i  
' r o r r i s  f  l ' t r - : oe11 -  A r ' l  s ' ; r onc . ' ,  1 i  e , r .  l : ove .n i )e r  2 ' l  ,

l -1 : lec.
l l : e  n : c s e r t  i - : r e  : i '

l o r : t i  o n ' J  ^  i : n r r r r c l - i  r ,  l , l i l l .L  
t  _ v r j t i ) : _ L i -  I - - : - i ,

- -E l v in  Lo ' ce r t

t : r L f n e e T  1 $
?-r: r'r a 1ll

cn th .e 11 ' : l  i io : reg ieac l  l , l , : .  o f  lT i ,' { a : i n i ' ' o r ' : = ,  
? r i r - l s ' l o , r n i r ' r ' . - l i - -
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. ti* ;::. .qf;$6tsio1"&l: ;w w"';
fi

Jr?l i l i  
'a.  

, ls i ; lnNr;n; &;. : .*  b ' . ' ;yn i ; :n*ary ; : t r  l r i .3t  1n i l r , t l r1*,  f i*rundrio
r ' ' * :*&i"r  l* i ; t r ty * ; i {1$r i t , r rr t {r ;y, i  i : ; : ty.  i i f i  l i , " t$ f l  y{rstr f ; r  * l i l  arr i r i  *el t*v**
l , : i , , r  { .  *h* i ,&#t *f{"or l l ; ' j  * : } i " i ,* : l r&ulr i l , l t ' *r  g4r**. t*r  th*r:  tsqi  ' i , i *r*1. ,1? $htr
t , i , ;**  i r r :  r* i*r i ;* '1 F*#st t ; i r*r  i ] t r ra ' l r ie l ' r i i l f l r . t i is $i l r*  *etnug'br:*xer l  nr i ' j  sul*
' t l t ' * f fLt , ,1 Xlt$ur;ggg111g ts iJgt,  f ; i i : , r rT 1i l  €, '11v *f  *?iee:p g'pr$rrg **f td Lr,*t j  t i ; r r*r t ts
f . ' r . r  1: l* ia*x*elk#1" r1.
i iS i r , ' * }  l r  X t rnh  i t i , :  * ; :L 'J  r , i : rO i ; *  i ; i i r  t *X t t * f t r " , ; : I i * r ' i t  l . r t ' n  l : t .n* i
l l t r* i ;  i -  Ief ' i l  f r t - . f  t -h 

' ; , r1rr l ty,  
?; i t* tr l i )1 f , i r ' *  * : t ' *- iv i ;etng.;  f$*t i*  3]  i . r i i r i  r l  f , .  r t

, ,1+r: : l )  ' ; l  t l ' ;  : "r ' i  f r l  : ; r  +1" '  : ;  qyr i l r ' . . : '  { , }pf  tRrj ; , .  i ' , i l f r }Uif i :  , : l * i r ! ; ; ,1 ' rr : ro '  St i r i iEi l f i :  , ,  IJ.} t*
:i*i*' ,;t frti iri l i: l-n r r.it;i ' 'r 

i, ';;1r:i:, 1ilr l t i ' i l i: * i*nt i i ' i*nu* *iui{ nJ"uEril fi;i i: ".Tft fl*r*
r ' ' * i  , l ;6r ' i l /  r : l l l r*n 1si  i : } , ,3r;** ' r l i ; l  r l  t l t ; . t l ' *  i { : r  f r  , -} tV€f r l {}  i , : : : i i : " f  i i i .*  ' t . f  

l [n tr f iy*
i . , ] ; , : r  Vr; :" fJ,  r I*s" Tl l*  , r ;* i i t  l$tu; ' r . t  #i l : i * . ;  ' r :1 f ,  s{ t l : ; . i  t r '1.  ,  , ' :gtg .- i , : :gf* r  *
r t f i ' ;  i r l  ) i r , : :  in *  i "J l rg ln+1; * , : i ,  l t i t ' r  t l l . r  ; ' l * r i r  + 'n  ' ] r : *  s : l , , i i :  i , : i j . { i  Shr*  ; { r * ro t
$* { i l i  f r t r } i l *  * .1 , i , f . ' f i : ' } r :  i " l l r : : ' J I i i i v f r  t i ] s ' { l i t t - " '  i i l ;1 , ' r * r  t t in r :  wg # ' } t } i r i  $ {s*
j ' f  r r , r  i i t*  { j r ,"r  ' i i i i ; i i ; r i " I i i  r  * l i l }  , i : f l f  # Lhi i in r ' f  rYl i i i r r .  t lge t i rc} ' f  c,}el" tn '  t  h*t
. : ' ] : ) i l  I  ' : '1 ' , ,x i  I  ;*  i l i  ' ,Jt{r  : ; i f ryrt t  rr /* .$t  *n*r i t" f ;g o t , i l , )  t ; f  Ostt  ' r  i . r r :* t l  iq: : ;n : ie. :* f  t { t
* l  , ' , r  i j i ,1" ' l ! , "  *r tr l , i i .y l  ht? r i , l f$,  .  t . . r f  t : : r11 3n : :TlJ[ ,  . r .  belut l f ,ui  i lunfr . f  *ay
: ' ; . [ l i  : t  ; ' ) r1, i ' ' ,  i { ; l i1 ' . '1 v ' tn '}  hl  . ; } , : ;3. t i r , '  f ; "1l i i  l . j ' r  r ; :  1": f , j  gt  r  t , i , ' l  pf$. l f  tS r . i : , t r i }Si :  i  iJt ly
' : r " i  i . , r i l , : i ' : r ,  [ , - l t l l i , r : i ; '  [ :1  l . i r t r  u l , ; : ' : ]  i i ' r ' t r " i '  L i r i i  ! ] In l . r l r  ch t * lq*ns  b+nm!rq ;  {  r . , t ; t
I '1 i '. i i ':I krri ',,i ' l l it i:, t; 1.4{ '^t$',t:iri ;,n.s j Otlii l fi,ir*f{} ,i i.rf$ ll 't Sl",:-li $l ,:i:sw f,ii ' i^?*
, . : i : r , : ; , t : i l  ,  i  , i t : . f r  i .V,)d t ; i  i , i , i f i : i l  i  : f i " ' '  ,  . t  "  

tJ, l ,  l i .  i  j r . r ; r l*eCl f . f* ,1l  hi , , ;  t r r l ,  ln i . :1,0:)$
i i t t , , r  i ; l l ' :  , ' . r l , , t$ r  t , l r ; l  ! : ; i ,d l l ' " : ; tEt ef ' . :g *.*n;,  r l I l t j  ) ; : ! t ln r j?"tr !  { , :  Vntf lS t i l . l l r l r l ,
' i ' r i i : * l - r :  l " i f t I r  , : i : l l ;  

' : i " : r . i f  t fu t l i . , ' r .  i ' i i ; ' ' :  1 ; i t tE  ; i l r i i i  f , l ' , ,1  t f i  l * ^  : i , J l  l i l ; J  $ f i
I , l r* .r /Lr;  : ' r l f l  .1. !  [  { , : i ;  ,  l r" l  [ , i ' i r ,  t rnl i -  1, '1ry1i1 * i i r )  r i i lRtrqh , :  f  I  ] .1 I  ; l r rr"vry* i j
; i j : j  gf  i r i*- t , l i , : : ,1 ' r ; '  ] i r i . r  r .  t i i -?u, i l  t i l  ' j l  g lrr i te ,  

' i ' j tSTf $i . j . f : r  t . r t  St i t r  T i r :n: i ,  , -1$
, ' , ' g : : *  . l f  l , t . l L i  ' 1 , .  t  r  j l ; , b t .

{ ;"r  
' ' " : l /  l i " i . : i l - i  t  " i  i I , :11 ,?i t r  , ,  , i i * ' , l , r i  { ' r rr : , r , t i r i t "  ' ' r ( }rx ir : ,  

}  f  n lprt i r ly ' i ' * i i l r rrs}t1: ; .
j i . . ' . : i , l ' l . } " i ; | , " . ' ' . . i f l t . : . r , : r ' ; t , * * i 1 : i ] r t : , l i ] . i ] ' i ' 1 . ' i w i r ' : : ; t l , . l 1 1 1 i . : i i . . ) f l u s . i { } i i , . j , i l : j . : | ? 4 : i i

hr, i  [ ' ' i t "8 1 - , , ; l l t t r  l l " '  ; i i , f i  ] l , r r  hle f  l ,$xtt  ] i i ;3 * i ' ,  f  f ;  l . : ' :  l i  # l l - ,41.*]  :1 i : , r l i { r  i i  i ,  i r t , . i . ' :  : .1
i l . i - " r  l r . :  io r  

'1 ) , . , ; , ; .  ' ; . : r . ' ,  i , , rc ' , f ,1 ,+ l I  . r i '  l l i i , ' , '  ,1 . : i , , : !  1*  . i l  C I f  1 i  r  i , r , r ; i } , * f r  l - r " r r
T,. .1 , , , :1^; l i i l  i  Io i i i  I  : i r i : i , , f  i lL i "  '  ' {  f  i - f  r : t ,  i , : , i ; r : i { ; '  ' . ' . ' i i  {  n ,  f f i * f f i$ ,  , , : ' i  i r : ; ; *  I  , l i iVql l l '
1 , , ' )  ; !y  f i j . :  ! ' : .  | ,  i r1r , l  i r r i  ) - .1 i , . "  ! . ! i i , : r i t ; ! r  i t r  , ' ;  r : ; i , ; : r :n  l ' r t l i ; i  , l : i .J  l . ;1 .  | ; l t , :  r , . ;  , :  l ; , i  i r , , ; I . : : i ' .$
) t ' . t i  r1  [ r - ,  r : . r r . . ]  { . i ' : '  . r t ,  , ' i , . . { -  l r i i f i l } * r  i rL ;1 iX l ,  1 t* iqn t : :  l r , .u l .  i : / i i t r ' t l  t i ; , I i ' i i ;  t ; : i r .  I  h i l l
'1 . ; l ; . j  i l f  i . ) .+u in t , :  d  i , : ,  . i r f  t r i . . !+- : i r t r  l ! .  r . r l . t i I  I  ; : : : i l t?*  . . r  .  I  l , r i : ;  i : i )? f i .s f r  { r l j  i  ' i f t }u t t  t *
t ) {? ' : r , . : * f r  i : r i t , ; i ' i r  1 ;  , , ,  I i r r * ,  ' r ' f  "1 i , ry+y 

I  I ;  ' l t ' l - r ' , , i .  , ln ' i , , i i r  r } I  t f iy  * r?r ly  i : " *1; : , , r ;4 f  $ i
$ ;# i : #  { i i i ,  j , .  

" i } i _ . . , 1$ l ' . 1 - l t i  r  l ; . f . . : } , . : , , i  . 1 , ' l i 1 jU ; ,  , i  l , r ' i : l ; ' r i i ' i  
' t ' r  

, . : : r t i r , ,  . f r , " h r . t  i ' r l i i ; $1Sr  f l , , J t { . 1
i l+ ; r ; i I '1  i : ; r ; ; i .J : . , { i "1J.o i r ' , i1 t r  ,1r ;g; r l i r * rg i .  ' : . ; ,  : l  r ' ,  1s i : .1  k i l : t , l  p- l tu ; ; } t *  } t i  t : : ,  hr r* r ;k*
l i i '  , "  r i  -1  L1 i i i i i . ] * l l1  r  f ; i l i '1r . .  

' * : l t l i  i l l r rTf i ' ' ,q ' r  ' :  r r , . i  b . r - , t r ' r ic t* t  s . i f ls l l i t l  f  .  : l ! l i : ,s .  l ,  '9 , , { ts .

i i r ry  l : f  i i i { i t . : i , , . i  { t fs l - i  i :  j1 : ' i  f  Lr ;1. i . *  .  . f r , l , i . '  ; i : j  t : :  " i , : " i  h t . rg i r* ] " . f i  l , }?r  i :c f ,$  *  i  **
I  h , . ; ' , r ' ,J  u i : i i r : . i i , i l r  , l  i ; i f$ ' r l i  : i iy  f  i " i : * t  * ; f " f ;  t : :  1 i ] ;1r1,  t t } f  tur* I  I  ue** ' - : , '14 i  f , l * , *

l : i l t  i  i l  i f r : *  r : l r i i ry i ; t i r . :  r { i  b ' ; ; } l r i i f  "  I l  * , f  : t  l3 f* . ' l ; i t  r ]1 ! i  ? t . t i t : i r ,  i l l  ' is ' lnL{ j t r  
{ } :T iS

l r f r , v i i ' " , i  i ; r y i ' * 9 ,1 , :  i , l y l l l ; t t t ,  r ' r i i . r  , - r . I t , i , ! r i ,  h$ ; i l r . }  t r i  t q f  , ' i  r , , r  f -
f  ; i ;  t l :g  T1* i : . i , '  i t r i '  I i :$ i " i * i ' ; l  [  ' : r -53f tE ' l  ] ' l r  t ' {  I " } i t  t f  s t i r :$  ! - i r  i ' * r . r r r ' r : . ,?  } . i4 ,  , ' r . r }g" f i

; .1 , .1;  .  
' t ' l i : i  

t ,  , : :  j . , i i? .+. { '  I  , , * " r  ' r " } : }11 1f : " : : ; :  " i : :1  , ,1 . {e, . i i : . *  t lVef  . t i l : i i  i ig ' ,1  f  ; : ; ,  f rbn*k f  fO,*
" 1:;IAil l  ;, 'T:,t i i-;, ly i ir l,] :,: ' . i ' i ;  ir*v hf r]; ir. i  :! l  .r*,* i i0i, l::t*;f *L1i-sli**{l*t :r n'.13,;}l i  d*l*..: i .*A-
t , i *g" '  , lg# i t , i ; , , ] ; , ; i " , r  r l f l i  i  . i i l i  , *L i i ;  ; ) , i  r : "? jp l ] .  rF\ r in i i  i t r : } : f t r *  f l * r i f1  , *# ' :1 f . i1
:n*  ; r l f  i t  t , ' ; , : ; t . r . r r : ' i  I  t l r * i  r  1  ; i . : :su B: i l i . r ]  t ; lg* l l i t * ,  l l r  ; * ' i ' r ; ln i l ;  I  : i ; * t ,  * : ,a t r , t
i ' i r ; *  i ; t j {  t r j i l r ix i  I  i i ; . i r I^ [*  i  i *  r ]&X i .  t ,  t1 ;  . 'Lr f ' * i ; l * *  b* : : f?"n,  X t  i * : t r : l r l  r . ' " r t
f tg*y r , : . i t r r ;  : l r ; t  i i l . . f  i  i : : l l  t i r r  r ,  * i ; t  3 i , : i .  l ' ' i l t i * i : .  t i i *  : i , l *X": . , }- i t .  i { : ;*  i : lk*n
r l j " t f  t  f  . :* ; ,  i , j  t l i l r  [ : i .  t { : }{ . ;#th*y hi l t  f ' lyr*.  j ,3y h,, t  prrSt lry l  : r iy kn** f i& *h*
r: l r . i r -r  - i .n# i : ' * t r i i l r r i :  t t  * t r l . "pra*. ,1i ; ,  r : ,  : i . :1"{ i r  *r i  f ' * ,9 '  * , i r te I  i ;*1i i  t t  L*"1" i  :'t}l* 

i;l"g:clr;ltfi yr'*r* *tJ L ,lith. ' i i: i*i ' ;ih:,{g{s ?r{r'fy i.-:stil * tNru,:; i,;r:i1 X**+**e$ '#e1,}.

: fy ni : i t* t ;  ' i r i : , , r :  i l :  i ; : j - . j l *1.1i"  , l i i i# i l  l lvtn. : .1 #]:  *1*iu i t  Stqrrr** l i  t " ; ] r  { : l ' r r f { :
i r * * i i s : . i i i d  J -  r l f v i , r  g ! : iw  1? 'b ; - : : l l e i , r ' l  ' f *  * : l ; r ,$&fs* l t  { ! {x r {  t i r r  3 "1 : ; : l *  UU** r * }  r : t ; ,b ts ,
I  i "u,r , i$ gi ' ; :  d:er**t : :" , r-  ; . :*-  , . i  " ' r 'L*.  .  {  *vJ,e,1 t{? ?r:{n{:  f f**:  l i r*  } t r i ;ht  * f  i ; i?e
st*gs * j**r  t :u* 1! -* 'n.* t** la, .** f*y xts f :**.  I  f  l : :1qi :* i ' : i  t i }*  * i ; ,  i " t t  ; .y
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tsio3ra1,'hy of J. E, Armstrong
--Xlv in Lobers

John l j .  Ar instnong was l ;orn Janua-r ;J  29,1861 in  Per th County,  Ontar io ,
Canada  nea r  S t ra t fo r "d ,  C i t y .  i l e ' , yas  2 I  yee" ra  o ld . - rnen  he  be l i eved  tha t
the ' i f es t  o f fe red .  oppor tu ; r i t i es  g res . te r  t i r an  t l : e  l l as t .  A t  t he  t i r ne  he
- r ^ - ^ ! ^ i  r i ^ - !  t i r e  P ra l r . i e  S ta tes  we l re  be ing  l : oo :ned .  and  r ve re  o f fe r i ng  i n -i i U < j r l ' U C l ' l  , r U D U :

c1 ' . r ce , l en ts  to  se t t l e rs  i n  t . r e ' - ra , l  o f  cheap  ra tes  and  l anc ;q ran ts  fo r  ho tne
s e e ] < e r s .' - \ - |

.  Tlere is ' l lhat l :re said a', ;orrt ir is experiences frora h.ome; ' , ' ; I i len f left
i ' e r th  Cor - rn t y ,  Cn -ba r io ,  bhe  sno ' r ' l a ; ' , r  sone  5 ;  t o  4  fee t  d "ee1 : ' : l i t h  no  s lgn
n f  a n i - n i n T  s r n . r . i h d  r n L - ^ . ' . " L  , i c h - l r : A n _  T n r l i n n a "  T 1  l i n o i o  l . l i a n n n c i n  a n d .v I  u v r : a r r r j j  u y r  + r 1 6  .  * t l a  u u t l r :  , ' M r r r | j s r r ,  ! r r L r r q r r e ,  r 4 r r r r v l p  ,  , r  4 u v v r r o ! I I  ,

r l r  . ^ . .  ^  ^ ^ f ^  - !  +r , . r r r . r ru ; iL- /ua: .  ,  - r - r , ' l / ! ,S co: r t l : ruor- ts ,nt rd,  s1 ' r rsh,  and t ' la ter .  t r tor ;nanf  in i les the
ra l l roe id.  was covered in  p laces ancl  t i re  t ra in  t raveled ver l l  s1ow1; , ' .  t lee
. ; i o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r i p ' , ? a s ' a h e r e ' , r r e  r o d e  a l o n ;  t h e ; i i s s i s s i p p l ,
ry l th  the r iver  on one s ide and the 4reat  sandstone c l i f fs  on t ] te  other ,
to 'o ler in : . r ' , t i ;her  t i ran rye corr ld  see f ro in  the car ' : l l -nc1orys.  . i lore than any-
th lng e lse ' - ras the fee l ing that  soon f  , . 'y6r . r . f f l  t36 in  the great  " rest  country ,
f " ra  dEAo+  r ta ' -61 " i can  Deser t t r  o f  my  ea . r l y  schoo l  boy  d "ays .u l r v  b r  v c r

Apr i l  3 ,  1885 ' r ras a beaut i fu ]  su.nny dal r  rv l th  a sof t  war j i l : : r ind b lowing
frc l :n ' lhe " rest .  

' fho 
l r ra l r i -e  i rass,  c l ry  and bro ' " rn ,  ' ' ras l l lo ' , l in6 in  t l re ' . r lnd

onA f 'ha nro imj-6 ch ickens ' rere boo-u: in ;1,  
'but  

I  d ld  not  lcnou wl :a t  thc soundI ' r  
q : r

' yas.  ' j " 'here 
" ras l : Io  s i - ;1n of  sno.r  any ' " 'here.

' . 'hen I arr. ived in JTarrnaforcl, --ort ir Daltota, f  jru;rpec1 fro.ir the train
ste. ; r  iL l : to  t r :e  grass.  The i , ;a .q.qare car  door  s l id  o1- len and a vo lce caLled. ,
l t  - -" j lere,  boyr  i l ra 'b  yo l r r  t run l i . "  

' . I i th .  t lL is  done t t te  t ra in  pul led o l r  leav lng
rnc n i t t in 'v  on the i ,nrn l r  a lone,  a i rc l  r r rnonarch.  o f  a l l  I  s r - r rveyecl ,  i ly  r i ih te r v v r r r L )

th .ere " ra.s  r .one to  d ispute. f r  lhere was no other  n1an,  no house or  bu l ld lng
ln s ight  "

In  i ' iay ,  18811 ,  f  f i - lcc l  on a c la i -n  (present  h.orne)  i i r  i iar t le ; '  To 'ynshl } : .
T l rn r ' r l r l -  i - ha  hOrneS tead , .  f fO : i t  A  r [An , : t hO  fuad  f i l ed  On  _ i t  Seven : Iee fs  be fO fe ,J -  v v

; i v i n6 ;  h i i n  f o r  h i s  r i g l r t ,  one  ca r t  and .  s ing le  ha rness ,  and  a  l o te  fo : .  { }15 .

The loca-b ion of  the land is  I I$  of  N$ sect lon 10,  tovrnsnlp 144,  Range
An 'T-r  r i rc{ -  house 'yas a f rar i re .  ' rThen f  inoved to rny c}a im,  f  found t t re
s l ran t r r  had l t1o ' . ' r '  g r "?n \ r  So T  r 'o |165po.1  r ' - , - )  snr rA  r )s  nnr l  . ' r i f ,p  SOtne Othef  ] -U : . ; fbe fs r . r s r r v J  r  i : *  

v v -  s I J p  \ v

bu-i l t  a lean to in;r barn us:i .ng t irat t i l I  the fol lor"r lng srl i i r iner' . ' rhen I bui l t
ano the r .  I  had  ho rses  anc l  d rove  to  Coopers tov rn ,  15  m l les ,  o r  Dazey ,  ! 3
m l 1 e s .

So; t re  of  m;r  eanly  neighbor"s  vrere 01e I r .  Fogclerud,  Andrevr ' l jon ju,  Joseph
' '  lggarth, John- F'rancis and" DonaLd Carnpbell

Iror" rnachlnery I had a 16 inch ' 'valklng plough for brealcing, stubble
spr j -ng toot i r  harro"r ,  and broadcast  seeders.  ' , /heat  was the pr ln ;c ip1e
n1.^n qr , r l  r r io lc led f rorn 2O ta 40 bushoi -s  per  acre,  r tu 'nber  l l rard r lheat .v r  v I r

T r:- ,1ar, '  l1r i r  f  ing! co1'n !n 1891. FOr fuel  I  used. ryOOd and gOt i t  f fOm the:  ( ) r  v v /  * , . J

She; 'sna6 \ ra I ley.  Tt  rvas drar" rn bv tea,n in  the " r in ter  t  i r , te ,  leav ing bef  ore
rln: '"1 r '  ,-ht anrr '  r-r 'et h-i  nrr Jro uc af ter d"ark.

In tire
Ii.ange 6CI.
stock f ro:n

year  o f  1889-90  I  r vo rked .  ha rd  on  Sec t i on  2 ,  Townsh ip  I44 ,
T i rat ' .v in ter  f  got  wood f ron the Sheyenne r lver ,  hay for  the
Stri tsrnan Uounty, ancl irry iJread. from Cooperstown--not a good.

!  . _ ,
I, t

Apri l t  7,  .192' l
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Blography of J. B. Armstrong
--Elv ln Loberg

John B. Armstrong was born January 2:9, 1861, 1n Onta-rlo, Canada,
Perth County,  near Strat ford C1ty.  He was 21 years old and be1leved. that
the West of fered. opportunl t les gree.ter than the East.  At  the t lme he
started. west the Pralr le $tates were belng boomed" and. were of fer lng ln-
aucements to set t lers 1n wa.y of  cheap rates and. land grants for  nome-

eekers .

Here ls what he sald.  about hls exper lences from home:
When f  L: f t  Perth County,  Ontar lo,  the snolr  belng some 5$ and 4 feet

deep wlth no l lgn of coralng sprlng. Through },I lchlga.nl Ind.lana, 1111-
nols,  Wlsconsln,  and L{ lnneiota l t -was cont lnuous m[d slush s.nd. iwa.ter.
F_or many ml les ln ulaces the ral l road. wa,s covered and. the t ra ln i rav-
eled very s low. The most lnterest lng part  of  the t r ln was where we
rode along t !9^t{ tss1sslpp1, wl th the r lver cn one s1d.e a-nd. the great
sand'  stone cl l f fs on the other,  towerlng hlgher than we could" s6e from
the car wlndops, and. more than anythlng"-else the I 'eel ing tha,t  soon I
would" be ln the greai  west country,  th6 great r fAmerlca-n Desertn of  my
ear ly school  boy da.ys.  on Apr l l  g,  lggb; a beaut l fu l  sunny d.ay wl th a
soft  l rqarm wlnd blowlng_fr9m the west,  the pnalr le grass,  dry and" brown,
blowlng 1n the w1nd, a.na the pralr i -e chlckens boomlf ig (out i "afa 

"oi  
tno*

what the souncl was) and. there was no slgn of snow a.riywhere, I arrlved.
1n Hannaford,  N. _Da.k.  r  Jurnned fron the t ra ln steps'1nto . the 

[ r"*r ,the baggage ca"r  door s l1d ooen and" a rrolce ca_l led,  ?r f lere boy, Cir"n your
trunktt .  Wlth th ls d.one the traln pu11ed on lea,v lng me sl t t ing*on the
trunk alone a.nd mcnarch of  a l l  r  surveyed. my r lght l - there *as none to
d" lspute.  There was no other man, no hbuse or n[rratng 1n slght.

In l ' Iay,  1889, f  f11ed. on s.  c1a1m (present home) fn BartLey Townshlp.
I bought the Homestead. from a man who tre.a rtled on it some seven years
before,  g lv lng hlm for h1s r lght  one cart  qnd slngle harness, a.nd a note
lo" i$15'oo. The locat lon or the land. le N* of  Ngl  Sect lon Io,  Townshlp
!4+'R?tS-" 60. fu iy f l rst  house was a- f rame. When f  moved to my elalm
I found. the sha.nty ha.d. blolrn s,way so ga.thered uo scraps and wriir someother lumber bul1t  a rear i  to my bern is lng ths. t  t r l r  the rorrowin[
sumner when f  bul l t  another.  f  had. horsei  and. d.rove to Cooperstoi ln,  lb
ml les,  or  Dazey, 15 ml les.  Some of my ear ly nelghi :ors were OIe L.  Fogd.erud,,
And-rew SonJu, Joseph Hogge.rth, John tr 'rancls, and Donald Cemubell. For
macnlnery r  ha.d e ' , r 'p lk ln$ plough, 16 lp.  breaklng a.nd stubbre,  spr lngt?o!!  harrow, and broad.cast seeai l r .  Wheat was t i ie nr lnch al  cron and.ylelded' from 2a t 'o 40 bushels per acre of i\o. t hard. whes.t. I g"u* *y
f l rst  corn ln 1891. For fuel  t  used. wood and. got 1r f rom Sheyei l ;e' ' '^.11eI. It was d.rawn by tea-rn ln wlnter t lme lEe.vlng before alyirifrt
t,, id. gettlng hone after d.ark.

i , :  In the_yea-r  of  1889-90 I  worked. hard.  on Sect l  on Z,  Townshlp 144,
hange 6u. Tha! wlnter I got wood, from Sheyenne Rlver and. hay fbr stockfrom'Ttutsman County and._[ot  my bread from Cooperstown--not a gooA connblna-
t lon.  One stormy_ tpel l  l -got  out of  grub. r iavtng some f lour,*soda, andmilk though I could make some bls,:ultE. In mlxlnfi I got along flne butwhen I  started. to ro11 1t  my troubles began. f t  #ourd not st iy rol led
out- t1ll I S"ot thera cut out. }$'hen the wetght rrtras taken off 1t would.
sprlng together but, f1nal1y by puttlng ny finee on one sld.e and. ho1d.lne
Lt and. presslng rol1er on far s ld.e f  Eeld l t  t111 the 

-blscui fJ 
lq i re--c- f i t
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Blograpby of J. B. Armstrong
--E1v1n Loberg

They made verJr good' eatlng and lastect wel-l. Iiy next was ln 189L-92.
lllhen llvlng on claln lt stormed. for three weeke and I never saw or talked
to ell person and" the last three nlghts I had no kerogene for 11ghte.
I trled. to rea0 fron the 11ght of the etove d.oor but lt wae too hot for
mY fae6, I f lnlshed the:h1ght by whlstl lng and. talhlng to the clog.

I wae marrled. to Annle Canpbell November L4, 1894, &t the hone of
Mr. D. Blnclalr, Balld. Htl l Townshlp.

The d.eecend.ants of ploneer are: Mervln J. Armstrong, dle0 July 2O,
1918; Erma GJ.ad.ys and Mary E11en, Hlgh School teachers at Cooperetown,
H. Dak; fhel-ma Belle, Jamestown Col-lego; DoneLd.a Robenta, at hone
Ilannaford., N, Dak; Morrle Campbell Ar:mstrong, dlect }lovember 27, 19P0.

fhe present home of plotleer 1s on the oLd llonestead N* of N$, $eotlon
1O, Townehlp t-44, Range 6O, Hannaforcl, Grlggs County, N. Dak.

. \



Elography of_Adolph Arnd.t

Mr.'-Adolph Arndt 1s the son of $1r. and }virs. Karl Arnd.t, who llved.
ln Germany. Mr. Adolph Arnd.t was born near Berlln, 6ermany, Deeember
6, 1877. &[r. Arnd.t and. hls parents left Germany and ce-ne to the Unlted
States because they thought they could, better themselves. He came to
North Dakota ra.ther than a,ny other state because they thought the so11

as be t te r .

&ir" Arndt vvas slx years old. when he came from Gerurany and. the trlp
across the ocean was a safe one. He l lved. at  Cassel ton a few months
before movlng here.

X,Ir. Arndt took up lanci. on Sectlon 25 and.26 ln Addle Townshlp. He
took up a sectlon and a querter. The flrst house 1n whlch they l"lved.
was a sod" house wlth grass growl4g on the roof durlng the summer. The
tr lp for  provls lons was nad.e to Cooperstown wlth a tearn of  oxen. fhe
nearest nelghbor was ll ir. Fred. A. Slnclalr who llved a m11e away. The
farm nachlnery was a plow e..nd he +Lso had. a team of oxen. The- chlef
grop ralsed. by Mr. Arnd.t was wheat whlch averaged 55 busheLs to the aore,
To get thelr fuel the people went d"own to La]ce Adc1le anil out on the
pralrle and. ga"thered. the wood. whlch they nlght f lnd.. The pralrle flres
were the most d"angerous hard.shlps wlth whlch the ploneers had. to dea1.

Mr. Adolph Arnd.t was manrled to lvl lss &[1nn1e Tesolofln ln 1gO?. Mr.
Arnd-t has flve chlld.ren whose a.d.d.reeses a?e; Mr. Harold. Arnd.t, Grand.
laplds, N. Da"k.-i ! lr. Joe Arnd.t, Srend. Ra-pldi, N_. Dak.; Irrlr. .A.Iien Arndt,
9rand Raplds, _N. gr$.; i[r. Alfred. Arndt, Gr*.nd. haplds, }[. De.k.; Iv1lss
I""l? Arndt, Grand. fraplds, N. Dak. X,Ir. Arndt"ts nbw livlng 1n Grand
Raplds,  N. Dak.

" i l L
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FIO}TEER. 3] ' ]TIAPI'Y
A.d o1-ph Arnat

' - r .  i : , J "o l - i - l h  A r r l t  i s  t he  Son  o j ' i l .  an i l  " rg .  - - ( i " 11 .  AT-L l t ,  1 ' . , i 16  f l r . r g {
i n  G e r - , t a . n r ' .  ' i r .  A d ; 1 n h  X r n d t  T / a s ' b o r n  l t € i . . r  B e r l r n ,  4 3 r l e n J ' ,  l e c e ' r b e r
6 ,  L e 7 7 .  " r r .  A r n d t  a n 4  h i s  p a r e n t s  l l f t  ? e " ' 1 6 1 . ' J ' 1 r r  p n d  c a , 1 e  t o  t h e
IJn i teC  3 te t , s  beca 'u , se  theJ , '  t l _ -ou - ; t i t  t he "  co r r l d  be t te r  t he i l , se l ves .  T re
ca ' r re  to  I ' i o ' : t h  Da . } :o ta  r i t he r  t han  an1" '  o the r  s ta te  neear i , s€  they  tho r :gh t
t n e  s c i l  , ' e  s  c e i '  : r  .- ' n r .  

A rnd t  was  S1x : " ' ee i l s  O l r i  wnen  he  - ' a " ' i e  f f o . i t  ?e r l a -nv  an ,1  the  t f i p
f i c r s g s  t h e  g g g 6 n  r i r i ' i $ . , ,  s e f e  o n e .  i { e  l i v e d  a t  C a s _ g e l t o n  a  f e , i r . r r n t h s
i 'Jef 'c re rcr" " i : rc-  nere.

l i r .  And t  t o rk  r : n  IanC.  cn  Sec t i on  ' i 5  and  28  i n  Ad ,J ie  To , ' i ns51 -11 .  r re
t o o l r  r - r p  a  g e c t i o n  a n : i  a  g r i a r t e r .  T h e  f i : r s t  h o r r s e  i n  v r h i . e h  t h e r r ' - i r r e c i
l Jas  a  sod .  ho r rse  w i t f ,  ; r ese  g rou i  ns r  l n  t he  roo f  d r : r i n r , ;  t he  s l l . n re r .  ?he
t r i p  j o r  n r o v i s i o n s  i ? 3  a  ' r a . l e  t o  C o o p e r e t o w n  w i t h  a  t e a . n  o f  c x e r .  T n e
c h i e ' '  c r O p  r a i s e , : i  r l ' l ! r .  i i r : i d t  l : . ; a s  v , l h e F t  v r h i c h  a v e f a r : e - r  3 5  D . r s l e l s  t o
t t e  3 c r e .  T h e  n e a r e ' . t  n e i ; " 1 ^ ' i ) t r  r r r a s  1 1 : : .  F r e , J  A .  S l n c l i i r  Y i h c  l i v : - ' a
r i le  gr , " , 'ar r .  The i 'erynachr inery l , jas e " : :1  o, . ' ;  an i  he a ' l  so t te i '  a  tea, l  r f '  oxet .
TO l , t 'e t  ihe i  r  * r r -e . l -  t ] :e  neOr: r1g r : rg" ' t  JCy, 'n  tO I ,a ' ie  ACdr e an.d C' r - t  On the _nra i : . i , :
enC ;a the reC the  l t o r : !  wh i  e l r  t ne r ln i f h t  f l n r l  .  The  p ra i : r : i - e  f l r es  were
t l t e  ' n o s t  d 4 n r 6 r o r . : " s  h z l r d  s h l r : s  w i t h  r h *  e h  t h e  r ; i o n e e r g  h l , {  t c  ^ e a l  .

" r r .  i l " d o l n h  l i n a t  1 4 / s < r  n p r r i e , J  t o ' r i s s  ' " 1 n ' ' i e  T e s o l - c f i n  i n  1 ' , r ' - D .  " ? .
A f n i t  h :  s  f  i ' r e  e h i l . i r e n  ' ; ' h ) s e  a d : l r e c s e s  a r e :  ' r r .  l r p 3 3 l - r - 1  A r n d t ,  l r p n r l
F . p p i r i  s ,  " 1  .  n F l a .  

,  
' n r .  J o e  A r - . ' t ,  t r a n d  r l . a n i o  o ,  1 r .  l a l r .  ,  I t r .  A 1 r  e n  A r l d t ,

r r a * d  i n - 1 , 1  s ,  1 1  .  l l r ' . ,  " ' T .  . t l f ' r e r i  A r r . ' t ,  l r i n C  i : . ' i i i s ,  1 T .  | f i . r . ,  . n t s s
T . l e rne  . , 1  rn , l  t ,  { ; p . ' ; , r 1 . , : 1  R [ , , i l s ,  . ' i .  l , ' r l r .  " ' T .  X fn { t  iS  n , : r r  1 l1 r i nq  i . n  11 ' : ' r ]C .
Q : :  ' i  i l  e  T r  r n t -
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gI*HfiSn eI*#ft.epFlf
*dolpir Arndt

4yT.-AqorFh Arndt te !t,g $on of lar. en* lrrJ. sarl a,rndt, whc rircd
Ln #sr$s$ftSl }ilg, ed#:.Slr ar*ctt ses_b*rp hsnr $erllrrn *e#*rs*y, psca**
?*T.*r l"S??, *r, *rndt nrrr$ ]rln par*nte loft germany sn,i-*-nras-ta-the
ffr,rtts* *tates bss*uae fh*p tb*pgiit thsl qiouic b+t{ffi thsmsel.yse, ffis
*fi&* t* fforth $pkq'ts batlrer then *ny CIth*r e$stg bsmus* thiy *rroucfrt

*.1b* gol l  .  Fs6 bettsr.'i[r. A,rhdt xaa atx fgsf$ *].d whsn he saruo {*our *srqs,ny sn* t*s,'tfip
&sP*sB the *sssn $&* e *afe st1s. ?{e lt"ved *t,Sn*sc}ion's fatr ffialtbtrs
irofrrre fiovlr,rd, netr6.

:r$x.. *rnd,$ t*tx.up la.net *n ,$**ttsn fiS an*t *6,tn A,d,rn6 townslrtp. fr6'
tu*k u$t q esotlon"gld n quarto'r- thm fl..rs* houas ln wh.I"ah tirsy liyed
s$,d * xod. huune wlth tiresg growlng on th* roqrf *ufln$ ?h* ailmrir, '
the tr ip fqr provteloi la 'cree'-medC {*-co*per*t*xn wtth * to*m sf .qxen.
fhe naaro*t netglrbnr $e& ldr. fred -q. $t[clmtr rnh* llye* a *rllc w:*ay,
Tits fsrn rssnblrrery ws6 n ptrow *nr! hs e.ls* hnrf * t*u,n of ox*nn ifra
9?l$ crsp relesd'tiy lrr. {rartt w*s rtrea,t vrrtcii 

"verrAe* 
i5-Liertiie

to the &ore.- fo gut thslr firs:. ttre p*opl"o went *swn*'ts L*kn Arjdt*
and sut sR tlto;:ratrl* *n,* gatl':*r*d tlrs-worr-l whlch th*y ralg;ht flns,
f$t pratr-e fl,ree w$r# the rn6rut dnn6erotrn hrmd.nirtp* wltrr ;,{iot th;plonears had to dsul,.'*Y"' 

-fd.ulplt  ̂ Srnclt uRs nsrtled, to li leE l{tnnl,F f,o*rl"*fln tn LS6?,' Hr* 
'

Arndt h&e ftve-.ohltrdrun tbqse o,*firorg** arlr Srr r{arold trndti
f f f * f  fb"Ot{en* [ i .  lnk .1 .Hr .  Jce" , , * rndt i  $rand-Wn5rf*mr. -$"  S* i . l  $ ; .Art6n- A,rndt, #r*nd npl,rln, ,9. S*k, I i$r. Al"fred" Atrn*tp Frnnd"-Raplds,
f:_FI-1. Ulee Vnrna Arnrtt, {irend Rnptdn, u, S*.k, t?r; *rnA{ fi 'nsqrtvlng Ln rlrnnd Raptds, S, IJak.
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Ju .s t  a  ] rear  p : l ssed anc  fhe  t r tsh land*q  c lec idec l  to  move Lo  the  Dakota
Ter r i fo r ' ; r .  The; .  nad heard  o f  l :nq  f i : :ee  l - rnd  : rnd  Lhe grea t  o i - ' i . i c r tun i -
i i e s  l ? 1 , l 1 " *  n c 1  f : r . e l /  a l s o  h q d  s o m e l  : : e l - r a t i v e r i  l i v i n g  l n  t h e  e a s t  c e n -
t r . a 1  p a r " b  o f  . r ' h a b  i s  n o v r  l l o r t l r  D a k o t a .  F r e p n r : : f l t n s  w e r e  m a i i e  f o r
bh"e  long iourne ; , r  ' r rn ich  was 1 ;o  be  ry ra-de  in  covered l i rA i lons  ' r r - i , l ;h .  oxen to
dra, i , '  'bhe. ' r  .  ' fhe dr ive ' i Ia,s a i iard. r :nd ter i ious t t ' ip.  ' fhe roari  s rr{)13e
p o o r  a n d  t n e n e  . : ' e r e  v e r j r  f e ' , '  b : l - i r J q e s  l n  i t i o s e  d a . ' r s .  O f  t e r r  t i l n e s  q l . 1

tqe  |6ac1s  hac l  i ;o  be  car : : i -e r l  ac ross  th r l  s t reams e . r i i - c l -e  b1 . '  s . r i ; i c l  e  fo r
f l19  u / f l  :e r  ' ' i Ies  h iqh  and"  i , l i r :  ' . I : : .p lons  : re  ae  1o" , t .  Cne bearn  o f  oxen t rne ' r r1g
1t 'ne .  ' l 1 r r , : l ] , r  sboppet l  , , . f  8  f : l t "m i ro r rse  - . r1 ,  e i?e  q .  f f ! r .n  t r i ,m l :ed  fhe .oxen!s
f e . , ' t , .  l : t j - s  p r o t e e . t e C  a r r d ; l i r ;  t . h e - l . a m e n e s i s  ' ' , B S  s o o n  q o n r :  a n d  f h e  p i c n e e r s
1' fe?ra OnCe rnOre On i-h. '  r ' . . rq-rr .  The plOnee:.  famil l '  r1r; t  - ' i  fh fef i r  Ohs i : l "C. l-eS
a f  t e r  t h q  i  a n C  j - n  r . e s s  b h : : n  b a r e e  . " r e e l r s  l 1 1 6 r i  h r . c i  r e a e h e d  b t i e i r "  d e s  i i n -
a t 1 o n ,  f h e n  c a r l e d  G s . 1 : i r r l j - r ;  P o s N  ( ) f ' r i s e ;  o n  i ; n e  S h e y e ' " n e  B i v e n  n l n e
m1l -es  sor - : t i :eas t  o f  C l>  o f . ' c13s t t f " rn .  TLu l /  s  ba l ted  fo r  a  shc l r " l ;  L i " re  ' . ' r l  j  th
r e l  a t i v e s .

Tn the  spr ' lng  o f  1qB5 t l - re  p loneer  and.  h is  - fa iher  p l -anned fo  ta l ie  a
e l a i m .  l t r i s  l r t a s  d o n r , r  T : " 1  s c l u a t t i n g  a s  i t  , n t r s  t i r e n  c a l  l e d r  o r  s e t r . 1 l n g
o n  ^  s  e e f  l o n  o f  t n l s  1  s n d  ,  E a c h  s e t t l l . ' j r  r o r ' a s  e n t l t l  e d  t o  t h e  s e e  b l o n
l t e l 7  1 i v e c l  o n .  T h e ; '  e h o s e  l - h e  n o r t h  h r l f  o f  s e e t i o n  l C ,  r n n , S e  5 9 ,
Lo" 'r  st ' r ip 1.45 .

T h e  p t o n e e r s  b u l 1 , b ' a  s o d  h . o u . s e  a n c i  b a . r n .  T h e  s o d  h o u s a , 1 r a s  f o u b e e n
f e e t  s q u a r e .  l , 4 o s l  s o d .  h o u s e s  ' r  I  l ; n l s  t i n e  ' . r e r e  a 1 l  s o c l  a n d  t r e e s  b u t
Ash lanc l ts  pu t  a .  qood f loor "  in  the in  home.  Tho 'n ia1 l  i i  v 'eue t * ro
f e e t  d - e e p  a t  t h e  b a s e  a n d  l r a e ' I  n l l r r o . , I e r  a t  t h e  t o p - .  T h e  ? o o f  r . r y a - q  n a d e
n r  h n o n a h a o  t . r l q s  ; : n d  b : : u s ' h  1 : i r . e c 1  o n  b h r e e  . l  a r g e  n o t  e s  a e l " . . s s  t h e  t o p .
' l ' o  f  l f  I  i n  t h e  s n a i l  o p e n i n r 4 s  t h e y  f  i l l  e d  t l r e m  ' r l t h  h a y .  I h i s
s t r u e h u r " e  h a d "  o n e  . r ' i n d o " r  ' r n d ' o n e  d o o r .  f n  l , : l B 4  t h e  D l o ' r g 9 - s  t s  f a l h e : '
mad.e  an  add i t i ' x  i :o  the  hr r t ,  Th is  o : r r t  r r ras  fou : : teen br r  ten  : tnd .  qar re
h h c n  a  g o o t 1 "  s l  z e d  r ? o o m .  ' i ' n e  ^ i o n e e r  I  s  p a  r . e n t s  , : ' e t ? e  h , t s l r  a  t  s l  l -  t h l n g s
in  l t ser  f  .  ' l l h .e  f  :1 lh4y  'nqde t , l t c  { 'a rn t l y  t  s  shoe s  and a- ' l - l -  L i re  f r r rn l tu r :g
and even ,s  o r [e  o f  lhc  d ishe s  u .sed.  l l l e f re  canved or . r t  o f  "ood r  " r ] ' : i ' l .e  i :he
moth .er  s [ ]un  a .nd  * rovr )  anc l  l rn i l ted  f  o r  the  fa rn i l y .  T 'he  beds  r r leF /5  a
' r t o o d e n  f r a m e  w i t h  s  t r a ' ' t  f  o r  r n q  l t r e s s e s ,  c h a i l : s  a n d  t . r b l e s  ' r r e r e  r n a d e
f r o n  l o q s  b r o u e h t  f r o , r r  t i r e  S h e y e n n e .  A s i d e  f r . o n  t h o s e  l h t n g l s
fu rn i  t r :n6 ;  1 t l : rs  scaree.  ' l he , .F t 'o11anc l  I  s  1 rer1  . \  the  mos t  f  o r l , i rna te  peop ' t  e
in  the  Cor f l ] xun lby  fo r  bhe- r  owned.  a  se" ' inq  naeh i -ne .

Gur lna  Fro i land t  &r  a r . : .n l  o f  the  r , r loneen,  r faa  tne  br :s ines t  body  ln
t h e  h o u s e h o l d  d u r l n s  \ h e  s u l p . r e r  o f  1 8 8 5 .  S h e  l v a s  s l ' r v i n q  ' , r l f [  t h e
p i o n e e  n  f a ' ' 1 1 ) r  p r e p e r i n g  h e -  , " e d d  i n q  o u t f  i t  .

l o l e e t i p g ' , ' p p o  h e l d  l n  t h e  h o u s o  o f  f h e  d - l f f e r - e n b  l . . e o l l e .  I t  h a n r : e n e d
thr ' : t t  lhe  f  o lks  - ,e  t  a t  lhe  Fro  j l  e .nd  ] rones te '? -c l  on  or le  par t fBut  s "  rJa l r .
t ; l | } r  l l e  th  cT"e  a  Ler r i f  ie  t r l l z  r ,a rd .  a rose  anc l  i :he  peo ' r1p-  ' , ,p - f t  obr  lgec i  l -o
sfa.rr  at  l ,nc l r-ut  for '  'hh.-ee da;to, fo"r hr l  izzs.rcis a]- ' 'a- l rs l . . r ,sted t i : r"ee cl-ays.
f 'he  ; rou .s le  .vas  so  fu l  I ,  and  so  smal - l  tha t  1 ;he- r  h : : r l  bo  ta ] r re  tu rns  s -1-eeptna .

T h e  p l o n e e n  f a m i l . y t  s  p o s s e s s l o n s  ' i , r c n e  g r a d r - r g ' l  ' 1 a i  
l n e " e a * s i n g ,  e s p e e -

i a l - 1 y  t h e l : "  s t o c k .  T h i s  r e q u i r e e l  a  b e t b e r  a n d  . l a n g e r  b a n  s o  i ; h e y  s e t  f  o
v r o r l r  a n d .  b t r i l t  a  b : : r n  L ' " e n f , ) r  s i x  f e e t , , r r i d e  L n d .  f o r t y  f e e t  1 o n g .  T h e
barn  ' ' . r ras  hu l l t  on  the  same pr inc i l i l es  q"s  bhe house.

G r t g g s  C o u n t ; y  v i a s  a  l l r " q e  l e v e l  p : r : a i , r l - e . r j - t h  n o  t " ' e e s  f o : :  r i l e s
e . n d  m l 1 e s  a b o u t  l h e  F r o t l a n d  h o m e s l e a d .  ' l h e  F o n t  T o t t e n  R o a d  c o r n i n g
f ron  F  or t  To t ten  r "an  jus  t  'n 'es  i r  o f  bhe sod s tab le  .  T t  ' ,o ras  a  eo i l tmon th ing
t o  s e e  s n a l - l -  b a n d s  o f  I n d i a n s  t r a v e l l n g  t h l "  r o a d .  T l e e y  o f  t e n  s t o p p e c l
a t  t h e  p l o n e e r  h o n e  t o  b u ; , r  f  o o d  o r  f e e d  f o r  t h d d r  h o r s e s .
.  In  the  ear11r  e  iqh t les  1 :he  neares t  to . 'n .  wFrs  i / r *1 -1-cy  C i t .v ,  ' .h ieh

e l  ose  qs  i t  seems now fha t  . . "e  h .a r re  a i : - tomob l -1 -es ,  l r r i i s  a  q rea i .  d is tanee
f o r ' o x  t ^ a r n s  a n d  e v c n  n o r ? s e s .  l r ' i r . .  1 \ s h l a n d  d y ' o v e  t o  V c l l e y  C i t r r  t o  h a v e
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h ls  , r rheat  ground to f lour  and brougtr t  !?"k  other  r : ror r ls lons.  This

t " ip  took f r " in  serrera l  d .a; rs .  Late in  1883 the branch f  ine of  fhe

hTor lher .n FaciAic  was br . r i . i f  tc  0ooperstown.  ' lhe r :a l l - r 'oaC hrr11l  up

Cooperstorryn an.d broui r : i r t  nan) '  convenienees 
' for  l ' r . ie  p loneers '-  

The Fro i l  and rs  i i rs t  n€ lghbor :s  vrere the Fred.  ' t ' t l l l id .ms farn i ly  to

the  no rLh ,  T i  T .  Fug les tad .  and  Jens  Bu f I  f cn i l t es ' t o  i he  so i : - t h  a -nd

f t rgen Som:r  r  a f i  u .nc le of  L ,he Ploneer ,  to  the east  '
The  f l r : s t  lmpJemen t  r : sed  l ; y  t he  p loneer ' " ras  the  rn ra l k in4  p lou r

c l r "arvn by ox tearns.  t ta"  oxen rere ver : j r  hard,  to  contro l  a ' r  re lns ' ' rere not

useC . l t iey ,,r""e manaEed by word-s such as tthav"tt ancl ' t  
Settn - L-o tu-n tO

1ef j ;  or r:.rnt. Tovrarcl noon the oxen ' ,rrrou1d hear nr con"nan.cJ hrtt 'nrou-l-d

de ' l  thet 'a le ly  f ,p : "n home.  0f tent l ines ' r ' laet r  t i re  o l 'en Sa.14I  :1  s1-ouqh.  o"  a

j1t1 ann meadO'" the:t  ," 'OU-- l-d r l rs- l  1r f ' r"Orn the f  j ,e. l -r l  lO df ink Or 'q?Aze_.

T h e  e a r l y  c r o p s  f f f r .  A s h 1 a n d  r a l s e r i ' i r e l : e  n r l n l l r  l r h e & f , .  T h e  f l : r s t  h e

broke seven a t : :es  o f  land  and had a  ver l r  lqood y ie l -d .

For  fue l  l l r .  Ash- lanr i  hac i  j .o  go  t ,o  th ;  qhe l ien .ne  R iver  fo i l vood and

1 L , r a s  g r e e n  v r o o d  s o  l ; h e ; r  h a d  b o  c i r y  l t  i n  t h e  o v e n  j n  t h e  s t o v e  a n d  l t

smol .ed-  so  thab l t  rnqde the  hor - rse  fu ]1  o f  s ro l te .
The p loneen faml l .v  har i  a t  a " l  I  t lmes a  nood supp ly_of  food 
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g 0 0 6  s h e l | e r .  T h e i r  m a l n  l r a r d s h i . r l s  ' r r e r e  t h e  s t o r m s  a n d  n r a l r l e  f  i r e s .
-  

T h e  f f u e  o f  t h e  e a l , l -  o f  , r - 8 8 5  b u r n e d  r J p  n e a r l y  a l  1  t h e  s q t t l - e r s
q r a i n  a n d  h s - y .  T h e  p l o n e e r r s  f a t l r c r ' l r " I a s . 1 u e k 1 r  n o t  b o  - ' l - o s e  a n y , g r a . l n

a n c l  h a y .  T h ;  p l o n e e r  s a \ , t r  t h e  f i r e  c o n e  t  m 1 l e  o f ' f r  h e  h i t c h e d  u p  t h e

th . ree  oxen and n ' l -o , ryed a  few fu r ro ' rs  l " rh ieh  k i l led .  the  f j - re .  ' l l l e  p ioneer

sqved a t  l .  Lhc  l r r : i : ld , ings  o f  ne lg l i f  6 rs  .  T i re  f '1 r ' r ,es  r r le re  ! i i  gher  th rn  a

h o u s e r  " r l . r e n  t i r e  f l r e ' n ' , . r s  t e n  n o d s  q ' t a " J  i t  l - l t  t h e  t o p s  o f  h h e  h a y

s  tacks  .  ' l t re  eh1 ld r r :n  : ,nc i  " r l f  e  s tayed ln  the  sod bu l ld ings  becau: re  i t

cou ld"  no t  burn  and the- - l  ' ve re  sa l red ,  T l re  f  i : "e  tnqve led  to  i ;he  She.Venne

Riven.  I t  senb th ror :g l r  a l .1  o f  l io r t l :  f ) ' ' : - ko ta .
I , ' l t ' .  1 \s l r l  and  wr r l ' , l ed  to  ihe  ne iqhbo"s  on .ce  qnd r ruh  j - " , l  e  he  ' , ' ras  Lhere  s '

s t o r r n  a n o s e  a n d  t i r e  n e i i q h b o r s  c l l d  n o t  ' ' r r a n t  h l m  t o  l e s v e  b e e i r u s e  b h e y

t l : o u g h t  h e . ' r o u l c l  g e t  1 o s t ,  b u f  h e  s a l d  h i s  m o f h e r ' r o u . l . d  \ , v o r r l ? , a f  f o r  h l m

so he  1e f  t  and faced.  lhe  sborm.  :qJhen he  go t  i lome h is  f  qee i r las  :1 "1- l

eo ' le : :ed .  ' r y l th  l ce .  The s to rm heeare  so  bac l  th t r t  no  one eor : l  C  move oub-

s i d e .
T n  b h e  s o r l n g  L i r .  l \ s h l a n c l  d , r o v e  t h e  s b o c k  t o  F o r t  A t c n l s o n  a n d  t h e y

g, razed th r+re  a- l  l -  su . f f rner .  I le  had to  pay  one d .o l . l -a "  per  head.
I\{r . And l,lrs . Lsh-'l-anc1 [:rct eigni chi ldren . ']lhc1r are l,rr . {nno] d

A s l l r l a n d ,  C o o p e r s l o l v n ,  N .  D a k . ,  1 V n s .  I .  L l e r ,  l T o s e  \ i o r t r " r  D a k o t a ,  l r ' i r .
J e n s  B .  A s h l $ " n d r  4 o o p e r s t o r ' ' / n :  N .  D a l r .  i ' r l t " . 0 s e i r r  l s h l a n d ,  i { r r n n a . f o " ' : d '
l l  .  T )a l i . ,  l1 r .  A lber " t  Ash l -anc i ,  Coopers to rsn ,  l ,T .  Da1. : . ,  i l iP .  Fc i l r . l r  n rsh la .nd ,

S i ] v c l t o n ,  O : . e g o n ,  [ , n .  R o ] f  A s h l - a n d ,  e o o p e r s l o ' n ' n r  ] , 1  .  l l a l { . r  i V r " .  r { r a l - t e r "

A  a l r l  -  n A  / a  n n 1 6 I r g  L O  , , ' n  
r l J  .  D a l C .i a D L I _ l . J t ' . t t  v J v N \ - L D t \ )  t : t '  .

The  p resen f  ho 'ne  o f  l l l r .  Ash land  i s  See i i on  I ,  T6 - rpsh lp  l - 45 t  and
range  59 ,  Jus t  ' r ves r  o f  O1d  Fo r t  To t ten  : "oad .  q ih l  ey  Fo r t  popo  1  rn l1e
n o r t h  r m e s t  o f  } l r  ,  

' A s h ' l ' : n d .

- -T,e l f  Aaleaafd
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I  i : ave  chosen  t c  w r i t e  t r re  b t cg rapny  o f  a  p ioneer  whose  oa ren ts
Ter?  a l so  p ioneers  o f  $o r th  Dako ta ,  name l r /  i l r .  As l r l and  o f  Coopers to l vn ,
i tTor tn Dakota.

j , { r .  AghlanC i  s  o f  ldorrves ia.n descent  .  I { i  s  fa ther  Aa-dne Ashlani i
and h1s :not i :er  lor thea ! .sn lan, i  o f  s tav inges,  l i ror lvay.' " r .  omund A,shlanc was bcrn on Jr : ly  2O,  1:69 a. t  Stavanger ,  l [or ' , ra ] , r .
He  l i ve i t  w i th  h l s  rno the r  and  s tep fa tne r  t he re  un t i l  r : e  was  twe lveyears  o f  age .  I t  we -s  t i : en  dec i c ieC  t ] : a t  t ne - r l nove  to  a  be t te r  hone .
? n e y  c h o s e  t c  g o  t o  A m e r i c a  a n d : n a r l e  n r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  s o .

?he  fa r r t i l ; r  o f  s i x  ch i l d ren ,  no the r  and .  f e the r ,  sa i l eC  f ro :  i t av -
a ' ? e r  t o  C n r l s t i a n , q a n  o : r  a  s i ' ' i l b o r t .  ! ' { h i l e  c n  t f  e ' S k - - ^ e r  F . a e ' . :  w e t e r  a
s t c r : , r  f ; r o s e  a n d  t h e  p i o n e e r  f  a . n i l v r s  l i v e s  ? e r e  u n i i g - g e r e d .  T h e  s r a l _ 1
v e e s e l  l i a s  t o s s e i  a " b o u t  t h e  : r r a s t s  d i p n i  - g  r j o w n  i n t o  t i e  w a t e r .  l f t e r
a  f e w  t e r r i b l e . : o t t r s  t ; : e l r  r e a c i - . e d  t l e i r  j i o r t  a n C  b o a r , : ' t e - l  t h e  l i n e r
Th ingve lJ -a  fo r  A ' re r i ca .  T l i e  Th ing rys l l a  r , ra "s  :nos t  n i ce11 '  s ta r te , .  w l :en
! f  9  eng ine  i r r cL te -  The ' , r  sa l1ed  to  Copenha ; .en  i n  Den 'na rk  f c r  repa t f  s .
A f  t e r  a  rqee le  s  -d ,e la l r  t hey  s ta r te '1  t c  

- c ross  
the  A . t l an t i c .  f r : r j . r p :  t he

f  l r r r t een  4avs  { r c r  Den ' .n r : r k  t o  , r1 ' l e r i ca  the  p loneer rs  rno t - :e ;  ; ; ; i t ; " t "n
e  seve re  case  o f  rhe r rne t i c  f eve r .  Th i s  na .4 ,e  the  vo r ra?e  ve rJ r  ha r , i ,
t he  eh : r l d ren  ran f l l ns  f ro "n  s i x  non t .hs  to  twe lve  yea rg  were  fo rceJ  i , o
c a r e  f c r  r n e  ? n D t h e i  a s  h e s t  t i e y  c o r . r r - c .  T h e i r  l e a v i n g  t h e  s l ' i n  a , n c
en te r i . n f l  cns t l e  ^F rden ,  i l ew  yo rk  ' n r r s t  have  been  ou i te  J  p i c i , r re .  t i : e
nother  be inei  1-e l -n l -ess t r ! , rp-s  cerr j  e i r l  on t l^e f 'ar t :  er r  s  oae"  at , i  a  , : - roup of
s ' na1 .1 .  ch i lC ien  f i i ; t t _eneJ  r , r : . 1  weer r r  u r i t h  t i e  voSrage- - "e , r *  t roop ing  De-
h  t  nC .  ) i ex t  Cay  f , f  e l l  1e1 ' t  \ l ew  Yor . I .  f  o r  S t .  Pa ' :1 .  

' - ?Here  
the l r  i es [e , J

in  an  1 ' r r l i a ran t  h : r rge  + 'o r  t : : r ee  cays .  f n ' i  s  hc l l se  r . . vas  e  " , / e rJ /  r r . nsan i -
t a : : y  n1ace .  The re  l ve re  f  i l t r l f  men ,  wonen  nn , l  ch  j  l r j . r en  s i .  i t l ng  an lu t
o n  t I e  f l o o r  a l l ,  s " r o ' r i n g  o r  c h e w i n l  t o b a e c c  a n C . r e i n . r l  v r r l q a r  i a . = l r u r , " .
Fro ' i i  there t r 'e1r  s t r r rc l t  5 ' r t  for  t i re i r  nsr : i  hon€.  Tt  n ' j *  la te snr ingwhen_  they  ree -checJ .  Ye11or ry  1 :ed i c i  ne  Coun tv  i n  l i i n -eso ta  w i :e re  the  p ioneer
f a ' n i 1 1 r  l i v e d  o r l r r  f o r  a  s h r r t  t i ' r e .  T t  s e e n e d  t c  t h e  p i o n e e r  f e n i l v
t re l '  Y /e re  acv1nE ' ' i : o rn  worse  to  wc rse ,  Conr i i t i cns  i n  ye l l ow  t1ec i i " i n "
Were  dep l - c ra -b - l  e .  ? i : e  ho r rses  were  ove - : " ru j l  w i i i l  r a . t s .  ' : i rO r . k  wa ,s  As
s c a r c e  b e r e  i t  a r o e e  r e d  e  s  1 t  r ' ; e  s  l n  } I o r x 6 y .  ' n r s .  A s h l a n d r  s  e o n d i t i , r ntva-s ser ior . :s  and the b. r ; : , . - , r r  not  i j .  l /ear  o1d l re t ,  wo.s not  thr iv in , . r : .  For
a .  t i r e -  t h_q  p ioneer  oe l . i eved  they  haC ' r ra , Je  a  foo l i s i " :  move  t c r  t ne  i : e ra
t i ' n e s  i n  N o r w a y  w e r e n t  t  n e a r l y  a s  b a d  e s  t h e  o r s i t i c n  t i e - ' r  w e r e  i n
no lJ .  L l i r .  O ' i l und  As t : l and ,  now th i : : t een  r /ea . r s  o l c i  ,  se t  o r : t  t o  a  f  a rne r
so t l e  t n i l es  f ron  n i s  ho : re  w . t l e re  he  was  ob l i ge r i  t ;  Co  p  rna -n rs  14 ,c r r { .
9 t "  da r r  wh i l e  e t  t n t r c r ' i  a  i t f r se ' k i c l eeJ  h i r r  e ieck ins  i : i s  sk r r l 1  j r i s t  ce -
tween  t i : e  eyes .  I { i s  e '1 rp1oys r  see re . l  t o  t h in l l  no {H i rE  c f  t he  b ru i se
l . t t - t t  po ' r re '3  a l co lo l -  rn to  the  wounr i -  t o  t a : i e  o r , r t  t i : e  po i son  ne tsa in .  

- '

Be i -ng  on l y  a  
-oo1 r  

he  r ;an ted  t c  Ao  ho rne  to  h i s :no tne i .  I { e  wa . l ke , j  a .11
tne  r ra l , ' l ea -v ing  a  t ra i l  o f  b l r c  beh ind  h i ' r r .  A  wee t<  l a te r  i : e  wen t
oec i l  b r : t  t he  f : r , t e r  - s f r rgg , i  t o  h i . re  an l r rne  r i ; ho  eo r rJ -Cnr t  wo r te  fo r :  alqee  l i t t l e  sc ra t i i :  .  l l o t  d i  scou la r :eC  a t  t h i  s  he  wa ' t  r re i l  t :  t he  nex t
farm whe:e he found work.  I {e  and--another  bo: r  were sent  l r : t  tv . renty
n i l es  f l r om t l : e  i ' a . rn  t c  he rd  a  Ia r , i e  he rc l  c f  ca .  r1e .  They  were  to  s ta_ , " ,
a  non th -  A f te r  two  wee l : s  t hev  i "a - r l  a .  t e r " r : r f i c  t h , : nde : r  s to r , : i .  T i : 1s
f  r i  c ' '  l a n c A  + F \r r r< r  us ! ru i - r ,  r , *e  ca t t l -e  *nc  the l , r  b ro l . le  ewav.  T i :e  boys  wor l lec j -  i ' o r  ho i . : - rs
a n d  f i n a l l y  c o r r a l l e d -  t r r e a .  f n  a . n o t h e r  t i q o  s e e t l s  t j : : e  c a t t l e  w e r e  h e r d -
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ed  hone  aga in .  T t  s ras  n igh t  when  they  cB ' i e  t o  the  fa r rn  b r r t  t he  boy
De lng  anx io r - r s  t c  ge t  hone  e ta r te , l  o f f .  l i e  i n ten r le , l  t o  s r . rp r i se  h i s
ro t i : e r  end  c rep t  q r t i e t l y  i n t :  11s  f i , ? r r sep  wh i l e  f ' ee l i ng  l i  s  way  t : , r o r r . - , : i '
t h e  e n t r y  h e  c a ' " n e  e c r o s s  h i s  b a b y  s i s t e r  w h o  h n d  c i i e d  t h a . t  d e 1 . ' .  J u s t
a  " r / e & x  p a s s e d  a n d  t h e  A s h l a n d r s  d e c i d e i  t c  n o v e  t c  t h e  D a k o t a  T e r r i t o r v .
They  had  nea r r i  o f  t he  f ree  l and  and  the  g rea t  oppc r tun i - t i ee  the re  and
t h e y  a l s o . i a d  s o n e  r e l a t i v e s  l i v i n g  i n  t r e  e a s t  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  v h a t
i s  now } i o r th  Dako ta .  P repa ra t i cns  were  rna .de  j l o r  t he  l ong  i ou rnev  wh ich
l : ' ias  tc  l re  nade in  covered.  wagons v i th  cxer  t . :  drerr  therr .  The dr i r re
was  a  ha rd  and  teC ious  t r i i r .  Th*  roa , l s  were  poo r  an , i  t ne re  F /e re  ve rJ /
f e t t  b r i , : l g . e s  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  O f t e n  t i e e s  a l l  t h e  l o a r J s : : a C  t r  b e  c e r i : i e d
a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e a ' r s  a r t l c l e  b l ' a r t i e l e  f ; r  t h e  i q ; : t e r  r v e s  h i s h  a n d  t h e
wa .gons  were  1ov l .  Cne  te : ,n  r f  oxen  beca ' ' r e  l ane .  The . r  s toppeC a t  a  Fa r ' ;
ho t : se  lYhe re  a  ma .n  t r i n " red  t i r e  oxen rs  hoo f  g  b ' - l t  he  c l i pped  the "n  so  c lose
t h a t  t h e i r  f e e t  w e r e  & ' i ) x n e  t h a r r  e v e r ,  s o  t h e  l ' a r " n e r  r a d e  h e a v r r  € e 1 t
b o c t s  a n C  b o u n . !  t h e n  o n  t h e  o x e n r  g  f e e t .  T h i s  p r c t e c t e , J  a n d  t i e  l a n e -
n e s s  w a s  s o o n  g c n e  a n C  t i : e  p i o n e e r s  w e r e  o n c e ' r c r e  o n  t h e  l ' r a 1 r .  T h e
p i o n e e r  f a - r i l y  n e t  w l t h  f e w  o b s t a c l e s  a f t e r  t h a t  a n d  i n  l e s s  t h q n  t r , r e e
w e e l t s  t h e : , r  h a C  r e a c h e d  t t : e i r  d e s t i n a t i c n s ,  t h e n  c a 1 , l - e d  t h e  G a l l a t i n
P o s t  O f f i c e  o n  t h e  $ h e l r e n n e . E i v e r  n i n e ' r i 1 e s  s o r : t h e a s t  l f  O o o p e r s t o w n .
T h e l r  s t a y e d  f o r  a  s h c r t  t i t t e  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s .

l n  t h e  s p r i n e  o f  L 8 8 3  t h e  p i o n e e r  a n d  r i s  f a t h e r  p l a n n e d  t o  t a k e
a  c l a i " ' t .  T h l s  w a s  d o n e  b ] r  s q r r a t t i n c f  a G  i  |  " i r a  t h e n  c a 1 1 e r i ,  o r  s e t t l i n g
o n  a  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i  s  l a n d .  O a c h  s e t t l e r  w a s  e n t i  t - ' e d  t o  t h e  s e c t i o n
t h e y  l i v e d  o n .  T h e , r r  c h c s e  t h e  n o r t h  h a l f  o f  s e c t i o n  t e n ,  r a n s e  5 9 ,
t o w n s h i l :  1 4 - 5 .

Tne  p ioneers  b r r i l t  a  so r l  ho r r se  A i  ba rn .  The  sod  houss  w&s
f  o r r r t een  fee t  squa re .  'Tos t  scd  ho r rses  a t  t h i s  t i , ' ne  were  a1 l -  scd  and
t rees  bu t  t i : e  A ,gh land ts  p r . r t  a  good  f l oo r  : n  the i r  home.  The  v , ' a11s
w e r e  t w o  f e e t  4 r : e n  & t  t h e  b a s e  a n d  g r e w  n a r r o w e r  a t  t h e  t o u .  T h e  r o o f
v ra  s  : rad  e  o f  b ranches  r  t ' / J i  l s  an l  b r r sh  p i l e , - r  on  i  h ree  l a r ;1e  oo les
ac rcss  t f t e  t op .  To  f i l l  i n  t he  sna l1  open  s , , l aces  the l r  f i l l e r l  t hem
wi th  hay .  Th i s  s t r ' : c i r r re  haC cne  w indcw a .nd  one  doo r .  i n  1884  the
p i o n e e r r  s  f a t h e r  r n a d e  a n  a d d i t i : n  t o  t l e  n u t .  T h i s  p a r t  w a g  f o r : r t e e n
b ] '  t en  and  Eave  t i i e ' n  _ tood  s i ze , l  r oon1 .  The  p i cneer rs  pa re l t s  were  'Du -sy
a t  a1 l -  t h in , ; ' s  i n  i t se l " f .  The  : ' l t l i e r  re : re  the  a ' r i l v t s  snoes  anC e . , -1 -1
the  fu rn i t r : r e  and  even  sone  o f  t he  d i snes  r l sed  were  ca rved .  o r : t  o f  woo{ ,
wr : i  l e  t he  "no the r  s l run  and  s : , ve  and  ' r n i t t ed  f  o r  t he  re "n i  l _  j r .  f he  beds
f i e r e  a -  w o o S - e n . | r a r e  w i t i  s t r a w  f o r  r n a t t r e s s e s ,  c h a i r s  a n C  t a b l e s  a e r e
' i 1a .5e  f ro ,n  the  l cgs  o rDugh t  f r c r  t Le  $heyenne .  As iCe  i ro . : r  t hcse
thrn. : :s  f  , r rn i t i - l re  wae sca.rce.  The Frc i  le .n ' j  t  s  i i r , 'ere the lnost  f  cr t ' rna te
1:eop1e in  the co: r ' run l ty  for  the l r  o l rnec i .  a .  sewj"n{  nechine.

G t r r i na  F ro i l an : ,  ,  & r  aun t  o f  t he  n ioneer ,  was  t i  e  b ' - r s ies t  bcd l r
in  t I :e  househr lC.  dr : - r ing the s l lmaer  18815.  She was sta1r in .1 u i tn  the
p ionee :  f a r i l y  t i r eDar ing  Ie : :  ' i r edC in r  cu t f i t .

l . { ee t i nqs  } i t e re  he ld  i n  t he  house  o f  t he  r J l f f e ren t  pecn -1 -e .  r i
heppene i i  t ha t  t ne  fo l ks  ne t  e t  t t : e  F ro i l a : r1  ho r res tead  on  l ne  pa r t r r -
t r l a r  da - r r .  Th i l e  t f : e re  a  te r r i f i c  h l i zza r r j  & ro ,se  and  the  peon le  i { ' e r€
ob l i ge* .  t o  s tay  g1  tne  n ' t t  ' ' o r  t l : r ee  da1 , ' - e ,  f ' o r  b l i zza r , l s  a l : , , r ave  l as te , {
t h ree  r1a1 rs .  Tne  hou -se  wes  so  fu l1  a rd  sc  sna l - l  t h . s . t  t he : r  hec  to  tnke
t r r rns  s leep ine  .

T h e  p i o n e e r  f  a " r i l y t  s  n D s , g e s s i  a n s  w e r e  g r a 4 r r e l l y  i n e r e a  s i n E ,
espec ie l -1 t r  t he i r  s tock .  Th i s  recu i red  a ,  be t te r  and"  l a . ree r  be - r r  so

?*
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t hey  se t  t o  wor ' l <  rnd  b r r i l t  *  ba rn  twen t . , '  s i x  f ee t  w ide  and  fo r t r r  f ee t
l -onq .  The  ba" rn  was  o r r i l t  on  t i : e  sa 'ne  ; : , r i nc ip les  as  the  house .

Gr iggs  Cor rn t : , ?  yu ras  a  1a . r se  1eve1  p ra i r j - e  v r i t r :  no  t rees  i ' o - ' r i 1es
a ,nd  ' : r i 1es  a .Dc r r t  t ne  l ' r o i l - enC hones teaC.  The  I ' o r t  To t ten  RoarJ  co r in^
f ro in  F ' ' o r t  To t ten  ran . i r : . s t  wes t  o f  t he  soC s tab le .  f t  i va . s  a  con4non
t i : i ng  to  see  s ra l l  0an ,5  s  o f  Tn ,1 " t  ans  t rave l i ng  th1  s  road .  T i  € I r  o f  i e : :
s t o p p e t l  a t  t f . e : : i o n e e r  h o n e  t o  o u y  f o o c l  o : r  f e e r . l  f o r  t h e i r  h o r s e s .

f  n  the ear l - . r  e i ,sr l : t ies t i :e  nea-rest  tov ln v ia  s  Val1el '  C i tJ . ' r  t - : rh ich
c lose  a -s  L t  . see rs  na ' ' r  t t a t  r ye  heve  a r . r t o : rob i1eo ,  uJa .s  a  g rea t  i l i s ta .nce
1 'o r  cx  tea ' r s  and  even  ) r ses .  " ' 7 .  As i . l ano  r i . r o . . re  to  1 la11e l .  C i t r r  t o
i : eve  h i s  wnea t  g ro r rnd  to  f ' l o r r r  end  b ro r rgh t  bae l :  o the r  p rov i s l  c ' r s .  Th i s
t r i p  t ' : ok  h i ' n  seve ra l  deys .  La te  i n  1 i i 83  t i - e  b ranc l :  l i ne  o r '  t he
$or tnern paci f  ic  ln :as "brr i l . t  to  Coopersto l ' t rn .  fhe ra i lToa, i  br r i l - t  . r . ' r . . ! )

Coopers town  an r i  b roug t r t  na .ny  eonven i .ences  fo r  t he  o ioneers .
? h e  l i r o i l a n ^ r s  f i r s t  n e i , g h b o r s  w e r e  t h e  F r e c l  l T i l l i a r n s  f a , : r i l y  l s  t h e
nnt*h r f l  rF T ' ' , r . : Iestad an ' i  Jens Bt t l l  i 'an i l ies to  the south anC Joraenr r v ;  u . r ,  r .  l .  -  v  v r l g  j - r L i ! +  u v  u r a v

i r  ' : r :  ,  : l -  ' r nc le  o f  t l  e  p ioneer  ,  t o  t l : e  ea  s t .
f he  f r r s t  imn le ren t  r r sed  b l r  t he  p ioneer  1?ps  t i : e  wa l l { i ng  p lo tn ' r  d ra , . r yn

by  o r  t ea -ns .  The  oxen  l r ye re  ve rJ i  ha rC  t c  ccn t ro l  as  ve ins  v le re  no t
t r sed .  The r r  FJe re  ranaqeC bTr  worCs  g t : c1 '  BS  r fha$ / f t  en i l  ! f q :ngp r r  t o  t r . l r n  t o
le f t  OT r j . r : "1 t .  19r . lp1f l  nOcn the Oxen vrOr, r ld  hear  no co- . ' ' t i ;n . is  bu. t  wor- r ld
de l - J  be re te l r r  t , l r n  hone .  O f ten  t i nee  when  t ] : e  oxe r  saw a  s lo r r , i - h  c r  e
Ereen  nea r low  the r "  v . ro r r l - d  wa1 ' r . { ' r o i t  t he  f i e ld  to  : , r r i n l r  o r  g raze .

T h e  € a r 1 1 '  e r o p s  " r r .  A s h l e n C  r a l s e d  w e r e  r a i n l y  v r t , e a . t .  T h e  f i r s t
he brr : 'ke seven ac les of  land and ha.d a very good v ie- ' ] - r i .  Ior  fue l  l , { r .
Ashlanc i  ha ' ' i  to  go to  the Sheyenne River  for  woor l  €r r1d i t  v , ras grreen wood
so  they  had  to  d ry  i t  i n  t he  oven  i n  the  s tove  and  i  t  snnokeC so  tha t
l t  nade the hor . rse f ' r r l l  o f '  s ror 'e .

The  p ioneer  fa " l i l 1 r  na r i  a t  a l l  t i nes  e  qo r rC  * l pp l y  o f  f oo r i  anC a
good  she l - t e r .  The i r  ' r a . i  n  ha r t sh ips  In /e re  the  s to rns  an r , { .  l r e i r i e  * r . res .
The  i ' i r e  o f  t he  fe l - l  o f  Lu85  b r r rne r l  up  nea r l : r  a l l  t he  se t t l e rs  q ra in
a n d  h a y .  T h e  p i c n e e r r s  : ' a t n e r , w a s  l r r s f r r  n g 1  t o  l o s e  a n \ r  E r a i n  e r n C  h a y .
T h e  p i o n e e r  s a i r  t h e  + " 1 r e  c o " 1 e ;  m i l e  o f f ,  h e  h i t c h e d  r r p  t h e  t l r e e
oxen  ond  p lowed  a  few  fu r r :o , i : s  v rh i . ch  k i l l ed  the  f i r e .  The  p i -onee f
saved  a l l -  t he  bu i l , l i ngs  o f  ne ig i i bo rs .  T i re  r l a ' l es  were  n ighe r  t h i sn  a
h o u s e ,  v i h e n  t h e  f i r e  v r a s  t e n  r o C s  s w a r r  i  t  1 i t  t h e  t c p s  o f  t h e  h a v
s tacks .  The  ch l l d ren  and  t , t i . f e  s ta l re - l  i n  t he  sod  b r r i l c i - i ne ;s  beca r , r se  i t
ccu ld  no t  D r r rn  and  the r r  were  save r l .  The  f i r e  t rave le r  t o  t he  She l renne
f t .1ver .  Tt  tnrent  t "Lror- :gh a l -1  of  ] ior t ; i  Dakota.

l t r .  Ash lend  t i a l ke i  t o  t he  ne iq i : co : r s  i nce  and  v /h i l - e  he  s ias  the re
a  s to r ' : ;  a rose  and  the  ne igh l l o rs  d id  no t  wan t  h im  to  l eave  beca r rse  the l r
thot :ght  he wor : lc l  get  1ost ,  b . r t  he se id i . , is  not l :er  wor- r ] -d .  worry  for  h in
so  i i e  l e f t  anc i  f aced  the  s to r ,n .  ' l { hen  he  go t  } rone  h1e  face  was  a l J -
cove red  w i th  i ce .  The  s to rn  beca r .ne ' so  ba .d  i i : a t  no  one  co l : . l d  Ynove  o r t t -
s i de .  I n  t he  sp r ing  . : r r .  As i l l anC : l . r o r , ' e  t t e  s tock  to  Fo l t  A tcn i  son  en .C
tr r  er r  gv.qrar l  +here a l l  Sr tn i1er .  ! {e  h.ad t :  pA_: :  One dOl l_Ar  pef 'hea,d.v - -  v 1 /

I q r .  and  1 { r -q .  Ash lan - l  had  e igh t  ch i l c i ren .  T } :e3 r  a re  1 ' r .  A rno ld
, 0 - e h l a n d ,  S t .  C l o - u C ,  o 1 1 n n . ,  1 o r $ .  L .  L i e r r ' o o s e ,  l l o r t h  D a k o t a ,  1 ' r .  J e n s
B .  A s h l e n C ,  C o o p e r s t o i v n ,  $ .  l a t . ,  ! { r .  O s c a r  A s h l a n i .  } T e . n n a - f o r d ,  F .  n e t .
* : lT  .  A lbe r t  Asn land  ,  Coopers town ,  i { .  - ak  .  ,  ! { r .  Fen r1 , '  Ash lan , i  ,  3 i l  ve r ton ,
Oregon,  1,1r .  Ro, ' f  As l : lanr l ,  Cooperstorvn,  11.  Iak. ,  } . i r .  lTa l ter  Ashland,
Cooper  s t  own ,  l I .  lak .

The  p resen t  ho r le  o f  " r .  Ash la r . ' ' ' d  i s  Sec t i on  9 ,  Townshr i :  145 ,  e ,nd
range59 ,  j r : s t  wes t  o f  o ld .  t r o r t  To t ten  road .  S ib le1 'Fo r t  pope  _ '1_  n i l e
nor th srest  o f  j ' r r '  Ashland '  

- -Le ' f  Aar .eaa.rd
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Blography of Omund. Ashland
--Lelf Aalgaard

en to wr l te the blography of  a ploneer whose parents
rs of North Dakota, namely Mr. 3,shLand. of 

'Oooperstown,

&ir. Ashland ls of Norweglen descent. H1s father Aadne Ashland and.
hls nother Dorthea Ashland. of Stavanger, Norway.

Mr. Omund. Ashland, was born on July 2O, 1868, &t Stavanger, Norway.
Iie l lved wlth hls nother and. stepfather there unt1l he was tnrelve years
of age. It was then d.ecld.ed. that they move to a better home. They chose
to go to Araerlca and made preparatlons to go.

The fam1Ly of slx ch11d.ren, raother and. father, salled from $tavanger
to Chrlstlansen on a sa"llboat. I ltr l le on the Skager Back water a storm
arose and the ploneer faml lyrs l1ves were end.angered..  The smal l  vessel
was tosged about the masts dlpplng d.own lnto the waten. After a few
terrlble houns_they reached. thelr port and. board.ed. the l1ner Thlngvalls
for A.merlca. The Thlngyalle was most n1ce1y started. when the engfne
broke. They sal1ed. to-Copenhagen 1n Denmsrk for  repalrs.  Af ter  a weeks
delall -they started to crois the A tlant1c. Durtng ihe fourteen d.ays from
Denmerk to Aner lca.  the ploneerrs mother contracteO a severe ease oi
rheumatlc fever. Thls me-d.e the voyage very hard., the chlld.ren ranglng
from slx months to twelve years were-forced. to care for  one anothei .  as
best they couLd-. Thelr leavlng the shlp anil enterlng Castle Gardenfi,
New York must hqog- been qulte a. plcture. The mother-belng helpless was
carrled. on the fatherrs back and. a group of sma1l chlldreil fr l lhtened
and. uea.ry wlt! t le voyage oame trooplng behlnd., Next day they"left New
York for St. Pp-ul. There they restbd. In an lmmlgra.nt house 16r three
i lays.  Thls house $Ias a very unsanl tary place. T6ere were f1Lthy men,
lromenr &od ohtld.ren sltt lng about on the floor all- snohlng on clewlng
tobacco and. uslng vulgar language, From there they struc[ out for t[e1r
new home. It was 1a"te sprlng when they reached. Yellola' Med.lclne County
ln if lnnesota where the plone6r farnlly i lved, only a short t lnre. It seemed
to - t le ploneer famlIy they were movlng from worbe to worse. Cond. l t lons
ln lellow l, iedi.clne were dbplorable. fhe houses lrere overrun wlth rats.
trl lork was as scarce here lt a"ppea.r'ed ab 1t was ln Norway. [ lrs. Ashland"rs
cond' l t lon was ser loue and the baby, not a year old yet ,  we.s not thr lv lng.
For a tlme the ploneen belleved" they had na.d.e a fooltsh move for the haia
t lnes 1n Norway lserenrt  near l l  a.s bad e.s the posl t lon they were ln now.
I\, ir. 0mund Ashland., now thlrteen yea.rs o1d., set out to a farmer some m1les
from h1s home where he was ob11ged. to d.o a manrs work. One da.y whl1e
ct work a horse klcked. h1m cracklng h1s skul l  Just  between the- eyes.
-ls employer seened. to thlnk nothlng of the brulse but noured. allohol
lnto the wound. to take out the polson he sa-ld. Belng onry a. boy he wanted
-to go_home to hls nrother. He witrea a.l l the wa.y leaitng L trari of blood.
behlnd- hlm. A week later he went back but the farrner refused- to hlre
anyone who couldnrt  worh for  a wee l l t t le scra. tch.  Not d. lscouraged. at
thls he wa-lked to the next fa.rm where he found" work. lle and anof,her boy
were eent out twenty m1les f rom the farrn to herd a large herd of  cat t le.
They were to stay a month. After two weeks they had a*terrlf lc thund.en
storrn. Thls frlghtened the cattLe end they broke away. The boys worked.
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for hours and flnally corralled them. fn another two weeks the cattle
were herd.ed. home agaln. It was nlght when they came to the farn but the
boy belng anxlous to get home started. off. He lntend.ed. to surprlse h1s
mother and, crent oulet ly lnto the house, wh1le. fee1lng h1s way through
the entry he CIane.across hls baby. elster rrrho had d.led.-that da,i. Just a
ja.r passed. and the Ashla.ndr s d.ecld"ed. to move to the Dakota Terrltory.
fhey had- heard of the free land. the grea,t opportunltles there and they
also ha.d.  some relat lves 11v1ng the east eentfa.L part  of  what 1s now North
Dakota. Prepara.tlons urere mad.e for the long Journey whlch was to be made
1n covered wagons wlth oxen to d.raw them. The d"rlve was a hard and te-
d.lous trlp. " The roa.d.s were poor and there were very few brld.ges 1n
those d.ays. 0ftentlraes aL1 the loac.s ha-d. to be carrled. across the strea-ms
artlcle by artlcle for the water was hlgh and the wagons were low. Qne
team of oxen became larne. fhey stopped at a farm house where a man
tr lmmed" the oxen's hoofs but hb cl tbbed. them so cl-ose that thelr  feet
were worse than ever, so the fa-rmer made heavy felt boots and bound. them
on the oxenrs feet .  Thls protected. and the lameness was soon gone and.
the ploneer were once more on the way. The ploneer fanlly met-wlth few
obstacles af ter  tha. t  and ln less than*three weeks they ha.d reaehed thelr
dest1nat lo4, lhen cs. l led.  the Gal lat ln Fost Off lce on tLe Sheyenne Rlver
nlne m1les southeast of  Cooperstown. They stayed. for  a short  t lme wlth
re la t l ves .

In the sprlng of 1885, the ploneer and. hls father planned to take
e clalm. Thls was d.one by squatt lng as l t  was then cal led,  or  set t l lng
on a seet lon of  th ls la.nd".  Eech sett ler  was ent l t led to the seet lon
they l lved. on. They chose the north hal f  of  sect lon ten, range b9,
townshlp l-45.

The ploneers bulIt a sod. house and barn. fhe sod. house was four-
teen feet square.  l , iost  sod houses a. t  th ls t lme were al l  sod and. t rees
but the Ashland.r s put a good. f loor ln thelr home. fhe wa1ls were two
feet d.eep at the base and grew narrower at the top. The roof was mad.e
9f ! lg{"hes, twlgs and- brush p11-ed on three large poles across the top.
To f111 ln the sna.l1 open spaces they f11led them wlth hay. Thls struc-
ture had. one wlndow and one d-oor.  In 1884, the ploneertJ- father *"ae
an addltlon to the hut. fff is,part was fourteen by ten a,nd gs,ve then
ggod s lzed.  room.  The p loneer 's  pa . ren ts  were  busy  a t  a l l  th ings  ln  l t se l f .
The fa,ther mad.e the famllyrs shoes and all the furnlture a.nd Sven some
of the dlshes used were carved. out of wood., whlle the mother spun and. -l,nlove and. knltted for the fe-m11y. The bed.s lrere a wood.en frame wlth stla.w"or mattresses, chalrsr  €. f ld.  tables were me.de from the Logs brought f rom
f;he.Sheyenne. Asld.e from those thlngs furnlture was scarce. The froll-
and'rs were the nost for tunate people 1n the conmunlty for  they owned. a
Sewlng machlne

Gurlna Frolland.r &rr aunt of the ploneer, was the buslest bod.y ln
the household. durlng the summer, lBBb: Sfie rrqas staylng wlth the i loneerfamtly preparlng her wedd.lng outflt.

_&leetlngs were held. ln the house of the d-lfferent people, ft hap-
pened. the.t t lne folks met at the Frolland. homestead. on one partlcular
d e o .
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Whlle there a terrlf lc bllzza-rd arose and the people were ob11ged. to
etay at the hut for three d.ays, for ]olj-zzard"s always lasted three d.ays.
The house was so full and- so smaIl that they had to take turns sleeplng.

The ploneer fa-ml lyt  s pogsesslons were gradual ly lncreaslng, €s-
' rc ia l ly  thelr  stock.  fh ls requlred. a better and. larger barn so tbey
s€t to work and bu1lt a barn twenty-s1x feet w1d.e and. forty feet 1ong.
The barn was bul l t  on the sane pr lnclples as the house.

Grlggs County was a large level pralrle wlth no trees for mlles anil
m1les about the F'ro11and. honestead. The Fort Totten Road. comlng from
Fort  Totten ran Just west of  the sod. stable.  I t  was a comnon thlng to
see snall bands of Ind.lans travellng thls roa.d-. They often stopped. at
the ploneer home bo buy food or feed for thelr  horses.

In the ear ly elght les the nearest  tovrn wa.s Ve. lLey Cl ty,  whlch c lose
as l t  seems now tha,t  we have automobl les,  was a great d. lstance for ox
teams and even horses. },1,r. Ashlandl d.rove to Va11ey CltU to have h1s
wheat ground to flour and brought back other provlslons. Thls trlp took
h1m several  d.ays.  Late ln 1883 the branch l1ne of  the Northern Pacl f lc
was bullt to Cooperstown. The rallroad bul-lt up Cooperstown and. brought
rnany convenlences for the ploneers.

The Frolland.rs flrst nelghbors were the Fred. Wlll- lams farnlly to the
north, T. T. Fuglestad. and. Jens Bul-1 famll1es to the south and Jorgen
Soma, an uncle of  the ploneer,  to the east.

The flrst lmplernent used by the ploneer wag the walklng plow d.rawn
by ox teams. The oxen were very hard.  to control  as relns were not used..
They were managed. by word.s such as nhawn and. ttgee rf to turn to left or
rlght. Toward. noon the oxen wou1d. hea.r no command.s but would dellbera.tely
turn home. 0ftentlmes when the oxen saw a slough or a green mead.ow they
would walh fron the fleld. to drlnk or graze.

The early crops &ir. Ashland. ralsed. were maln1y wheat. The flrst he
broke seven acres of  land and had a very good. y le ld.

For fuel Mr.
lt was green wood.
smoked. so that lt

Ashland. had. to go to the Sheyenne Rlver for lsood. and.
so they had to dry l t  ln the oven 1n the stove and l t
nade the house fuI I  of  smoke.

The ploneer famlly ha.d. at all t lmes a good" supply of food and a gooil
gneLter. Thelr maln he.rdshlps were the storms and. pralrle flres. The
flre of the faLl of 1885 burned. up nea.rJ-y all the settlers graln and. ha,y,
lhe ploneerr s father was Lucky not to lose eny graln anct hay. The plo-
neer saw the flre come $ rnl1e off, he hltehed. up the three oxen and plow€dl
a few furrows whlch kll led the flre. fhe ploneer saved all the bulld-lngs
of nelghbors. The fle,,nes were hlgher than a house, when the flre was
ten rod"s away lt l1t the tops of the hay stacks. The chlld.ren and" wlfe
stayed./1n the sod. bu1ld.1ngs because lt could- not burn s"nd they were
saved' The flre traveled. to the Sheyenne Rlver. It went through aL1
of North Dakota.
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3{r. Ashland. waLked to the nelghbors once and. whlle he was thene a
storn arose and the nelghbors d.ld. not want h1n to Leave beeauee they
thought he would. get lost, but he salcl hls rnother would worry for hln
so he left anil faced. the storn. ffiren he got home hls faee wis all. coveneil
wlth 1ce. The storn besame so bacl that no one eouLd move outsld.e.

In the sprlng ffir. Aen-land d.rove the etock to Fort A tchlson anil
they grazed. there-aLL elunmen. He had to pay one clollar per head..

Illr. and. .Mrs. AshLand had elght oh1ld.ren. They ane blr. Arnold"lAsh-
lagtc l ,  gt .  CLoud, Mlnn.,  nf i rs.  L.  L ler ,  Lfose, North Dakota,  Mr.  Jeng B.
Ashland, Cgoperstown, $[. Da}t. , H?. Osoarr-,Ashl'enil$. Hannaforil, N. Dak. ,
$lr. A1bert Ashland., Cooperstown, N. Dak., Mr. Henry Ashland, Sllverton,
Bregon, Mr. Roy Ashland., Cooperstown, N. Dak., Mr. lTaLter Ashland, Coopers-
town, N. Dak.

The pnesent home of Mn. AshLand ls gectlon 9, fownshlp L45, and.
rangg 59' Just west of oLd. Fort [otten road. Slb].ey Fort pope L nlLe
north gest of Mr. Ashl-and.
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Ysr!' nlrrd. i,!ts chll; lrmrt reng,lng fr+tr *!.x mrnth*{t* tweJ.v*l yege $s,re- foroed tc! cers f,or *lrs arriushrir-n* h*st they Esuld. ?hwlr ianvt-nl+: tht
nhiB r ; i , i }  enir : r ln1l  f , r ;gtXs tJrrdcr l ,  $qrm */ork nu*t  hrye b*, ; ln gutr t*  n ip i*r
tur6. lhs ;rrqfhr*f betns{ }:*}.plo*e um* uemleii on '&trg fnti:*rrft b#s.q
nrXJ *.Srfl*i$ trf 'gr,r*1,.i chll"rlren frl,.Tir{6nq}d ll.ri$ ueary 'cytfi} t"hs vtyfq;* Ss.ils
tr*tplng i iehtnd, ffext dny ti lgy lsft i lew Ynrk frrg r,i&. FlauX, firqru
t l r* ; t  r* f ths{ fn. . rn ' Im;nl i i *$r"r i t  h*u,sn fqrr  st i r*"*  r tay*.  f i t !p houme sr i* .s &
vsry ulls;rri l t;rry i: l*c** 
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Therm q"qrri;r f l l t; ly if;*nn"wo;il*n fjns .*hllcirgr*

{tltt l*;:;" 'bcrtt s;i i i lry t '- i"**r nll" Hr,r*kln$; $f chswtrr{i tni:t**co irf}rj l  \rslng "
vuigrir ln-rifrr, i i1{,8, i ir*rn t{:";rf€ the;r St.ruok c;ut frlr th*ir Jlgw'lt**tg, .'  It wrua laft* - 'rprlrrig rh*n t,f,:,*y re*gtr*d Y*lLnv:', i i :edlclne-#r,urrtlr l,n Sfu:'ns*
sCIt;l xirer* tt i* g:ln::c*r f,r innlly l lv*d orri.y l i  shi:rt tLnr*,, it- geer$rclS to
ths r-Jl{tns&r fm"rl ly thuy wffrtr. rsovlnii frrh trf i}s}s t* vlJra*. tcnrllt lsas
ln  YdI i ' : - r  ' i ed lc lne  ssro  Sep lornb lg .  .  T ' . r i  , i i : )$d* r : {?  f r i j 'Te  over t 'un  + ; t t i l  r+ t ,g .'$Prk ts*s,4* ssrrcg i lGr$ 3,4 *p; ; rurrwrt  i rx n,*  i r r i , *  ln $;#tr i l *y.  af ia.  Ast l ,*
J.r,nrlrnr c,. n,l l t lem ir.&.s'ugrlcum $.r-id ti i* hrib]rr nrlt i ;; Fe&r ir:-* :retr ff&st riot
thrLvlrr,r,, 1r*r.* tt;ue tir* ;rl*naer i,r*ltr"err*d tl ley iri iS mi:,d.q; r;." f,o,l l lg?,
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do a msnr ei .,'-istrH, rlnp rittr".. whll* rit ic,lrk * h*rs* kj.*ir.g;j i"li*r cra6kf *tr
i l ic.eku-LL {utt  bsttrs*n * ire sy*$, i l iu +ropl$*; eees*,n {c t f i t r lk {*atXXrrS.
of thr LIu j.r * l"r. it ntureij r:1C*nol, lpt,c tt ' ' ; . rbii ' ;rC io b.tke *ut thp p*trrgOil
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n*xt fsre xr-i*re h$ fOurrcl r;$fkn .ig. *lr* i lnBtrie..;. i t*p *efe sg*slf Lrt tre*ty
mtlec fr,?ii i  t i :* f*gre t hsr. a lefgj* her{*, *f eat},Lb. Tn*y ?r*f,r: *s *t*tf"
& ,r;**,th. i i .f ter twr we".-.ks *r*y *ra* * t*rrfftq tirun&*r gtbr*1, Thla
frl6htwri*':3. t"\i* ssEtS"s ffrgt th*y .hr,:fl,# fi.'#ilf. ?hg breiys ir*rkc.$lflcr h"lxrs
eBs f'I"*l*.ity t*rr*ll*ii tl:r*'x. ln sri$t.l{*f, tsg we*hrx ti1*, settl* w*re *srd*
*d-h*me *gr ln" I*  w*,a rr l$rr t  sh*; : ,  r ' " l r*y u**e' to t ; r*  f* l r . , t  l ;ut  t lw b_ty
be,t|i.;r r;ilx*"{sils &,* 4e* }:*.ry* *r+rt**. .*f,f" i{q lntane$e* g* {:i:rprl*s bls

' m#tltstr t; i :-* *reFt qn[*tLy l i l t* th* *i?i**:,*n w:il le fe*].tr*6 hlr*'**g t]:r**gh
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Ff ,)l.' ' lqR 5f 0,3*,ApL'Y
Car l  4  *q inus

0a11  F rede re iech  , t f i l he l rn  Asnus  was  bo rn  i n  Se rnanJ r r  Sep tember
the  twen tS '  f i . f t h  i n  e ig t r t een  hundreC " :nC  e igh ty ,  nea r  t he  town  d
I { o 1 s t e l n .  . t 1 i s  f a t h e r ,  D a n i e l  A s i r u s ,  d i e c l  t n  n i n e t e e n  h u n : l r e 4  t :  i r t e e n .
H i s  a o t h e r  w h o s e  m a i C e n  n a m e  w a s  C a t h e r i . e  S t o c k f i s h  i s  s t i 1 1  l i v i n s
and  w111  be  seven tv  se ' r / en  J rea rs  o1d  nex t  Dece , ' nbe r

Danie l  Ss 'a '1 .s  cane to Aner lca in  e ighteen hundrer l  eL: : ! : tv  two.  xre
ca .me  to  Anner l ca  i n  o rde r  t o  keep  h i s  sons  f ro : l  t i : e  a rmy  Consc r in t i l r ,
that  Germany enf  orcer i . .  Gernan-r r  a t  thet  t i .ne reqrr i re l  every aOt-e-nrd. i .ed
n a l e  c l t i z e n  t o  s e r v e  a  c e r t a i n  n u  b e r  o f  y e a r s  i n  t h e  a r { n y .  T h i s
l i fe  was very hard l rpon the yorrng nan.  The yor lng man never  had ant /
Day  nh i c r ,  he  co ' . r l - r l  ca l l  h i s  own .  I f  he  save r i .  h i s  rnone l , ,  h i s  pa ren ts
wo t : l . d  t a l re  i t  away  f ron  h ln .  On  the  o the r  hanC,  mos t  o f  t he  yo l rng  men
wo i r l d  spenC the  ' r one"  i ns tead  o f  sav i .ng  i - t .  The ' "  s ' oen t  i t  becaus [
tJrey f  icureA that  tcmortow worr ld  never  co" le  to  the 'n.  lan le l .  Asnr :s
h i ' " l se11 l  se rved  i n  the  F r ' : ss ' i  an  pa ' r v  a rd .  gssn : r ss  o f  h i " s  exne r i  enee  he
rea l i zed  tha t  h i s  6ons  r r so r i l . d  neve r  a . ' r o r rn t  t o  no re  than  he  h lmse lJ '  1u1 -
1 e . s s  t l e r r  w e r e  a l l o w e d  a b s o l r r t e  f r e e d o n  f r o ' , r  i l s € r v i e e . ' r  T h i s  s e r v i - c e
oecu r red  e t  t he  t i " re  y , i hen  a  nan  sho r : l _d  be  rnak inn  a  n ro fess ion  o f  h i s
o w n  i n s t e a r J  c t '  s ' e n . j i n q ' i - t  i n  i n r r o ' l r r r r t a r . v  s e r v l d r r d e .. l hen  

Car l -  As 'n ' ; s  t t r i s :bo r r t  s  vea r  anJ  a  ha l f  o l r l  ,  l - ' r an ie l  , l ec j . r l e r l .
t o  c c r n e  t c  A m e r i e a  w i t h  h r  s  r ? i f  e  a n d  t h r e e  c h i l 4 r e n ,  D o r a ,  H e n r v  a n d
9?"1 .  l 11 r  g ran , ' imo the r ,  ' i r s .  Dan i  e1  As ' rus ,  s ta tes  the t  eve ry th ing  , , ' ; en t
f i n e  e x c e r : t  t t r a t  C a r l  c a u g h t  a  s k i n d i s e a s e  a n d  w a s  v e r y  c r o s s .  ? h t s
Yras  v : r ] r  ha , rd  fo r  : : r en , l "no the r  b i r t  sbe  sa id ,  " t he  ha r i l : s t  pa r t  o f  o r ; . r
l o t  f e l l  t o  r . r s  a f ' t e r  v ;e  g . .o t  i n  t h i s  coun t r r , r .  i l  The  reason  the l r  ex -
pexi  ence, l  d i f  f  ic r r l t i  es , . ' /as becarrse t i :e1, '  coul l - r j .  not  sneak or  r rn . ters tanr l
t he  Eng l i sh  l ang r ra i_ ,e .  They  were  on  t i - . e  ocean  ,qeven teen  r l avs  be fo re
they  a r r i ved  i n  1 , Iew  yc r ' l '

l Th l - l e  i n  l i ew  Yor r r  an  i nc iden t  c f  i n te res t  occ r - r r reC .  r yh i  1e  ea t i nE
a  n iea l  t he  As r ,n " , ] s t s  obse rv - .  i  a  co t rp le  who  were  a l - so  ea . t1ng .  The
s t r e n i ' e r s  w e r e  v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  n o t  e a t  v e r y  n u c h .  t l y  g r a n c i f a t h e r
then  add ressed  then  l i ke  th i  s  ,  I tF r i  ends ,  ea t  a l - l -  vou  wan t  i n  Aner i  ca  .
The , r r  ; ha rge  yo l1 ,  no t  f o r  wha t  you  ea t  h r r t  f ' o r  t Le  mea1 . ,  Th i s  remark
seel i ls  tc  $how that  people in  the t f  o ld  cor- rnt r_r r r t  rvere accustornecJ.  to
sav ing  eve ry th inq  o r : t  t ha t  t h i s  coun t r y  wae  a  ranc  o f  o len ty .

FrOm I Iew Yor ' i  t l ,ey urent  to  Fonda,  f  Or , ra where theV ruent  thrOrreh
i l&nY  ha rd  t imes  be l ' ' o re  t i l ey  go t  used  to  the  war , ' s  o f  t h i s  co r . rn t r v .  A f te r
l gv ing  i n  Fonc la  seve ra l  yea r ; ,  t hey  noved  to  a  fa r - r i  nea r  t he  c l t : r .
i t ' i h i 1e  l i v i ng  he re  Car l  As r r - r s  rece ' i " r , - , i  r * i  s  e i rh t  yea rs  o f  schoo l i ng .
l i e  i s  ren r : t ec  to  have  been  a  ve r1 "  n iech iev lus  b :11  i n  schoc l  .t ' i hen  the  fa 'n i ' l v  r r "a l r r  r " ' i : " ,  . r r ,  *hc r r  rn i sed  Ca t t l e .  0ne  t i ' ne  a f te r
sh ipp ing  u  

" i " -  
i ; ; 1 "  o? -Ja t i i .  t "  c i l i ; u *o  . ,  rea . t -  es ta te  aqenr  r rnow lns

they har i  f loneJr  in terester i  then -qo uch in  hrs  wonfer f r r l  s ta te of  ] tc i t5
lakota of  o l t r .q  that  Danie l  anc i  Car l  Asnus caqe to Nor th l - rakota to  $ee
i f  t he  asen t t s  rep resen ta t i on -e  were  t r r : e .  *hey  found  t l : i , s  e ta te  to  i j e
f r r11 of  ! ro .u i  se an. i  o 'Dnor t r :n i t l ' .  Accorr l ins_] ,v  t l , .ey bo. :sbt  land f rou
t h e ' .  S .  F .  J o h n s t o n  L a n i  l , ' o n p a n v .  F i v e  i o  s e v e n . d o l l a r s  a n  a c r e  r r a - g
aal -c l  for  the 1and.  The lanC thev i :or r : :h t  was in  R.osenda, i :1  townshi  n ,
S ' r i  g ' : s  Coun tv ,  ranEe  t l  .  t r i n i o r4  beca 'ne  t } : e i  r  nea res t  t : : aC ing  t c in t .
A t  t he t  t i ne  the re  were  two  qeners l  rae rchanr i  i  se  s to res  owneC i y '  { i nne : r
8 .nc -1 '  f r a -oo .  The l r  e rec ted  f rane  n : : i 1 , *4 ings  i n  t he  ea re  yea r  t hey  ca :ne  up ,
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Ce,r1 ,4. srr.rs ( ccnti nrreti  )

n i ' .e teen hrrnd. red one.  rn  the fo l - lo is  ng l rea-r  t l - . re  ent i re  fa 'n i1r r  moved
t o  t i :  e  s t a  t e

The near . ,s t  ne ig; rOors c f  Car1 Asur : -s  Ytere AnCre, , r  F-a"nserr ,  9-ven
B j o r n s o n ,  e n C  F e n C r j - c ! . :  i l s e n .

fn  o rde r  t o  Becu re  i rn r , r l g le t i on  ra tes  f ro , r  Towa  to  l ako ta  the  nen
hec1  to  l - i vs  i n  i he  ca r  w l t i  t he i r  ho rse "s  enc l  f a . r ' n  nach ine r l , r .  f n  rne
end  o f  t he  ca r  t he  i : i c r ses  were  Loa , : i ee i  and  the  c the r  en r t  was ,_ , i 1ed  f r r11
of "nac't- * nett l , t  a:rd- wi:eat . 1'h e rnen s1e5.*; 'Tpon th e q r:ain. One "norni ng
Car l  Asnus  f  c rn r l  h i ' nse l f  r 1?on  a  p l cw  bean .  T i -e  t ra in  i r a r l  been  l ean ine
t o  l n e  s l d e  s o ' n r c h  t h e t  h e  h . e ' i  s l i p p e d  f r c n  h i s  b e d .  T h e y  h a , : t  a
snel ,1  i tc r re wi  th  the ' r  an. !  J ic l .  the i r  own cookinq w'hener . 'er  the t ra i .n
s t o p p e C  a t  a  l : - v i  s i o n  p o i n t .  A t  t h e s e  p l a c e s  t i . e r r  a l s o  b o r r g h t  f r p i t
e n d  n r o v i  s i  c n s .  ? h e  t r i p  t o o k  f  i v e  C a y s .  T h e y  t r : a v e l e ' 1  , r p o n  t h r e e
ra . i I i , r a . ' , ' s ;  t he  " ' r o r t l i e rn  P ; . c i f i c ,  t he  T l l i no i s  . en t : : a1  an r i  t he  } i .  and
S t .  L .  S e c a u s e  o f  p o c r  r & i l r o a , i  f a c i l i t i e s  " r .  A s . r n r - : s  w a s  c o r n r e l l e i j  t c
D r o w  b e a  t  a n  c f  f  i c i e l  i n  o r r j e r  t o  s e e  u l : e  w a t e r  f  o r  t i . e : l r  c t o c t . . .

, ' i o th ing  o f  unusua l  j n te res t  occu r r . . , J  exce r : ) t  t he t  i n  , i a r ch  o f  t i : e
seconr l  w in te r  i n  l l o r th  l ako ta  a  bad  sno t l s t r : r . r  t o rk  p1ace .  l ,To t  be ing
t : sed  to  s r l c l .  b l i zza rde  the r : r  t i ed  a  s t r i n r  f ro . . "n  the  house  to  the  ba rn .
T h i s  i n c l : e n t  o f  t e n  u a l r e . s  t h e , l  l a r r r h  w h e n e v e r  t h e v  t h i n k  c f  i t  n o ' " ' ; .

C a r l  A s n r i s  n a r r i e - r  r o s e t t e  A i i i a n  a r  h e r  f p t i e r r s  h o . n e  o n  t h e
twentr r -e ight  da: l  o f  l love. r tber  in  ' f  :  year  o4 '  n lneteen hr" ind. red-  seven.
T h e  d e s c e n d a n t s t n a i l e s  a . r e  F e r n a n ,  ; l " i t i ' ;  e n d ,  C a t h e r \ r n  A s n r r s .  ? h e i r
a d ' l r e s s e o  a r e  t h e  , s a n e  a s  t h e i r  f e t h e r r s  w i i  c h  i  s  8 1 n f  o r r i .  I t ' o r t h
D a k o t a .

- -Cat i -  ervn Asnr : "s



BlograPhy of Carl Asnus
--Catheryn Aemus

I'  
Carl Fred.eneleeh Wllhe1rn Asmus was born ln Germany, $eptenber.the

twenty flfth 1n etghteen hund.red. a.nd elghty, near the town of Hol-
steln.  H1s fa"ther,  Danlel  Asmus, d. lecl  in nlnteen.hundred. th l r teen.
fi lg mothen whose malclen nane was Catherlne Stockflsh le st11l 11v1ng

.d w111 be seventy seven years old. next Decenber.
DanleL Aemus came to Amerlca 1n elghteen hund.red. elghty two. IIe

came to Anerlca 1n ord.er to keep hls sons from the army consorlptlon.
that Germany enforeed.. Gernany at that tfuae requlred. every abLe-bod.1ed.
male clt lzen to serve a eertaln number of yea"rs 1n the army. Thts
11fe was very hard upon the young men. The young man never had. any
pay whleh he eouli l cal] hls own. ff he saved hls money h1s parents
would. take 1t away from hlm. On the other hand, most of the young
men wouli l spend. the money lnstead of savlng lt. They spent 1t because
they flgured" that tomorrow would. never come to them. Danlel Asnus
hlnsel f  served. ln the Prusslan Arny and beca,use of  h ls egcer lence he
reallzed. that hls sons would never amouiit to more than he hlnsel-f un-
less they were al lowed absoLute f reedom fron t tgssvtsst f  .  Thls servlce
occurred. at the tlrae when a man should. be maklng a professlon of hls
own lnstead. of epend.lng lt ln lnvoli-intaFfl senvltude.

trltren Carl- Asmus wa.s about a yea,r a.nd. a, half old., Danlel d"ecld.ed. to
coitne to Amerlca wlth hls wlfe and. three ohl1d.ren, Dora, Henry and.
Car1, x,ly grand.mother, fulrs. Danlel Asnus, states that everythlng went
f lne except that  Car l  caugbt a skln d. lsease and was very cross.  Tbls
was very hard. for grand.rnother but she sald., nThe hard"est pafB nart oS our
lot  fe l l  to us af ter  we got 1n thls country.  n The reason they exper l -
enced. d.lff lcult les was because they could. not spea"k or und"erstand the
Engl lsh language. They were on the ocean seventeen daye before they
arrlved" ln New Yonk.

Whlle ln New Yorh an lncldent of lnterest occurre6.. Wh1le eatlng a
meal the Asmusrs observed.a a couple who wee6 aLso eat lng.  The strangers
were very partleula.r to not eat very much. I{y grandfa.ther then ad.d.resseil
then 1lke thls, trl 'r lends, eat a.1l- you want 1n Anerlca. They charge your
not for what you w eat but for the meal. a fhls remark seeng to show that
people 1n the ttold. Countryn were accustomed to sa.vlng everythlng but
that thls country was a land. of plenty.

Fnom New York they v,'ent to Fond.a., f owa where they went through meny
ha.r i l  t lmes before they got used. to the ways of  th ls country.  Af ter
) . tv lng ln Fonda several  years,  they moved to a farm nea.r  the c1ty.
, Ih l1e l lv lng here Car l  Asnus recelved" h1s elght yea.rs of  school lng.
He ls reputed. to have been e very rnlechlevous boy 1n school .

lsirhen the famlly grew rlcher they ra.lsed cattle. One tlme after
shlpplng a .c.a:?. load of cattle to Chlcago a rea.l ests.te agent knowlng
they--had fi l f{. lt money lnterested tbem so much ln this wond.erful state
of North Dakota of ours that Danlel and- CarI Asmus ca.me to North Da"kota
to see 1f  the a.gentts representat lons were t rue. They found. th ls
ste,te to be full of pronlse end. opportunlty. Aecord.lngly they bought
land. from the D. S. B. Johnston La-nd- Company. Flve to seven dollars
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Blography of Carl Asmus
--Ca,theryn Asmus

an acre was pald. for the 1and.. The 1and. they bought was ln Rosend.al
townshlp, Gr.lBSs County, range 61. Blnford becane thelr nearest trad"lng
polnt. At that t lme there were two general merchandlse stores owned.
by Klnney and. Kanpp. They erected. frane bu11d.1nge 1n the sane yes.r

rrey-cane up, nlneteen hund.red. one. In the followlng year the intlre
.an1ly moved to the state.

The nearest nelghbors of uarl Asnus were And.rew Ramsey, swen
BJornsonr and Hend.r lck 01gen.

fn ord.er to secure lnmlgratlon rates from fowa to Dakota the men
had. to l1ve 1n the car wlth thelr horses and. farm machlnery. In one end
of the car the horsee were load-ed. and the other end was p1ied. fuLl of
machlnerX a.nd. whea.t. The men slept upon the gre-ln. One mornlng Carl
Asmus found. hlnself upon a plow beern. The traln had. been lea.nlig to
one s1d.e so much that he had sllpped. from h1s bed. They hail a silall
stove wlth them anil d.1d. thelr own cooklng when ever the traln stopped.
at a dlvlslon polnt. At these places they a.Iso bought frult a,na bi'o-v1slons. The trlp took flve d.a.ys. They traveled. upon three rallfrays;
the Northern Pacl f lc ,  the I r11nols central ,  and. the N. and. St.  L.  Be-
ceuse,of  poor ral l road facl11t1es LIr .  Asmus was eompel led.  to brow beat
an of f lc la. l  1n ord,er to secure water for  thelr  stock.

Nothlng of unusual lnterest occurred. except that ln March of the
second. wlnter 1n North Dakota a.  bad snowetorm took p1ace. Not belng
used' to such bllzza.rd.s they tled. a strlng from the house to the barn.
Thls lncld.ent often makes them le.ugh whenever they thlnk of 1t now.
Carl  Asmus marr led Roeette Adr lan at  her fatherrs hone on the twenty-
elghth d.a.y of Novenber ln the year of nlneteen hundred. seven. The
descend.antrs names are Herman, Edlthr &hd. Catheryn Asmue. Thelr" a.d"d.ress-
es are the same ae thelr  fatherts whlch ls Blnford. ,  North De.kota.
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John H. Atchl-son

i  bsdn'H. Atchlson was born lu{arch 23, 1845, near KelsgrRockburyshlre,
Scotland.. Hls father was a laborlng man who found. lt hard. t lnes to orovld,e
for hls growlng faml ly.  Rockburyshire,  whlch 1s nea.r  the bord-er,  1s a
splend.ld egrlcultural country. From Ke1so, England couli l be:seen any
{ay.  } , i r .  Atehlson hed a.n uncle,  Geo. Atchlson, who l lved. 1n Strat ford,

r,tarlo. one day a stranger"""eppeared. 1n Rockburyshlre. He worB a fur
Coat and a great fur cap. Such ga-rments had never before been seen ln
thp,.t part of Scotland.. The stranger proved. to be the uncle from Amerlca.
He advlsed. h1s rele-tlons to come to Amerlca, nurhere there was free land.
and. a. prospect of a home. It fhe ad"vlce was,, taken, and" ln Juhe, 1862, Mr.
AtchlsOn, iogether wl th hls father,  rnotherr  and. brother,  lef t  Scot lsnd
for the promlsed. l-and.. They went from thelr home by traln to Llverpool,
where they took passa"ge to Quebec on the sal11ng vessel Wgllam Eatbbofr_e.
The captaln was part owner of the vessel, F,od t[ts was hl3-ffiffitt-Iffi-
tr lp to Quebec. He brought emlgrants to .Amerlca, and. returned to Engla.nd
wlth a cargo of Ca.nadlan lumber.

The &nlgrants were flve weeks and. three d.e.ys 1n passage. One d,ay
yhen a l1qht breeze was b1ow1ng, a three-niasted. schooner pa.ssei l  merr l ly
hy the Ell ltgg fr.athbone. La.ter ln the d"ay when the wlnd. had rlsen alnost
to a.  ga"Ie,  they ln turn passed. the schooner,  and. cheered 1uet l1y.  Another
d'ay toward-s the end of the voyage, lt took the 1V1111am Rathbone two d-a.ys
to get past Bel1e Isle ln the $t. 

'Lawrence 
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a1d. the strong ad.verge current of . the r lver.  The fa.ml l -y f l rst  went to
Strat ford. ,  Ontar1o. iv l r .  Atchlsonts fa. ther dld.  not  I lke the t lmber land,
around. Lake Huron that was then open to settlement, and- took no clp.lm
unt1l he d1d. so ln North Dakota.

For seven years 1l[r. Atchlson worked. a"s an ordlnary workrnan on the
Srand Trunk ral lway, and. recelved $1.10 per d.ay.  Dur lng thls t lme he
naru1ed. a g1r1 of  Engl lsh pa,rentage, He l lved ln Georgetown, Ontar lo,
unt l l  he ca,me to the Unlted Sta. tes.  In 18?4 great changes were mad.e on
the Orand. Trunk system. La-rge numbers of men \rere belng d.1scharged".
As he, too,  was 11kely to be dlscharged a, t  a.ny t1me, he d.ec1d.ed. to stop
worklng on the rallroad" and take up land ln the newly opened west.

At Saul t  Ste.  &iar le l , [ r .  Atchlson, together wl th hls wl fe and two
3ma11 chl ldren, boarded a stee.mboat wl th the lntent lon of  get t lng of f
et Port Arthur and. golng overland. to l, ianltoba. 0f thls boatload of
emlgrants, all but the farnlly of 1!lr. Atchlson a.nd A French fa.mlly d.td
so. They, b.owever,  d.ecld.ed- to go to Duluth,  and thence by ral l  to
Yoorhead-, f iI lnnesota., because the great crowd-s made overland" tre.nsportatlon-extremely dlff lcult. At fuloorhead. they walted" two and. one-ha.If d.aS$ for
a boat. The trlp to tf lnnlpeg occupled seven and. one-half d-a,ys. Although
nlrs.  Atchlson was 1n Wlnnlpeg three weeks, none of  the emlgrants who
were to eome by the over=land route were ever seen by hen. Wh11e on the
Red r iver at  about f lve orclock one mornlng, Iv i r .  Atchlson went a-shore
to buy m11k at  a nea.rby fe-rm house. At about ten orclock that day,
af ter  go$ng qul te stead. l ly  s lnce start ing,  the boat stonped.,  and agaln
he Tuent ashore to buy milk at a fe.wn house. The seme woman that he had
met in the mornlng came to the d"oor.  He sa- id. ,  t f I  d.eclare,  Xoo look just
l ike the woma,n I met thls morning i tt Her re,:Iy re11eved. him. HAnd you
are the same man, tf she sald.. trYou are not the only one to be fooled. ln
tha.t. way- tr The boat had" been all the mornlng golng around a" large bend
in the r lver.
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0n s"rrlvlng at Wlnnlpeg he left hls wlfe and. chlld.ren and went land
seeklng. He was gone three weeks, but saw no land. ln Ca"nad"a thet sulted.
h1ro.  In Ju1y, 1874, he pre-empted. land. three and one-fourth ml les south
o f  the  l lne . i : I t  was  near  Snugg ler rs  Po ln t ,  and no t  fa r  f rom Neche.  A t
Pemblna as a boat load"ed. wlth land. seekers arrlved fronn 1l' loorhead., a man
wlth a revolver ln each hand. sa1d., ItNow, watch,! rt and. began shootlng lnto
-he aln and. lnto the ground.. fhls frlghtened the people so that none
of them would.  land 1n the states.  0n th ls boat lJr .  Atchlson returned
to Winnlpeg for hls famlly. On coialng back to Pemblna two d,ays later,
July 6, 1874, he found" the town full of frightened" and. exclted people
from the country around.. The fndlans ha-d kll led. three half breeds, a,nd.
the people feared a massa.cre.  ( fms ls known as the Delorne lu lagsacre.
It occurred. July 5, l.874) Shortly a.fter they cafla to Pemblna, ff irs.
Atchlson kept house for Jud.son Lei,loure for turo or three weeks.

The Atchlson fe"m11y saw f l f ty Red- r lver ca.r ts come lnto Pemblna
wlth buffalo h1d.es,  the best of  whlch soId.  for  $+. SO. The sortng of
1880 the &lennonltes settled. the Canadlan land. near the bord.er. They
made d.ugouts for  houses. In the fo l lowlng sor lng thelr  homes were
f lood"ed.,  and an epld"emlc of  scar let  fever and typhold.  fever broke out.
The Canadlan government then forced. them to bulld- above ground..

In the sprlng of 18?6 or 18?? Lrir. Atchlson commuted, hls clalm, and.
he nad.e a t.r1p to Fargo, then golng by stage. He se"w nlneteen blnd.ers
at work on a Dalrynple farn. Hls trLp, whlch cost hlrn $50, was taken
a.t the ad.vlce of a nelghborlng farmer 1n Pemblna. county by the name of
Joe Brown. Mr. Atchlson had.;$eOO 1n goId.. One d"olla-r ln gold brought
{$1.15 1n gllver. So he went to a bank ln Fargo and. exchanged hls gold
for s l lver on that baslg.  Then wlth the $250 thus gotten, he bought
Agr lcul tural  Col lege scr lp at  65 cents on the dol1ar.  He then used the
scrlp at face value to pay for h1e land-.

Llr. .A,tchlson decld.ed. to leave Penrblna. county 1n 1880. He thought
that stock ralslng would. be more pr<ifttable than farmlng, for the prloe
of stock was hlgh. A cow brought from $50 to $i5O. He sold. hls land. to
a &lennonl te f 'or  $1,200. hir .  Atchlson relates how some nen ln the real
estate buslness tn Penblna county lnd.uced. several  of  the &lennonl tes to
buy tlmber land. south of the l1ne a"t a hlgh prlce, and then when the
&lennonltes atiempted. to take thelr t lnber across the bound.ary, were not
allowed. to wlthout paylng hea.vy d.uty. fhe result was that a,11 the &Ien--  nonl tes soon sold.  the land. ln Penblna eounty at  a loss to the real  estate
uen vsho had. sold lt to thero.

Wlth stoek ralslng ln vlew, I!1r. Atchlson choge land. near tha.t of
hls f r lend.,  Alexander Sa.und.ers.  He pald S70 for Frank AxtelLrs squatterrs
rlght. SIr. Atchison then returned to Pennblna and. got a team and plow
for breaJtlng. In the fa.LI he brought hls famlly end gocde to hls new
?rone. I {e eame wlth elghteen head of  cat t le.  He had some d. l f f lcul ty on
thls journey, for  l t  snowed, and the pralr le south of  the Sooee r lger
had. been burned over.

. .A,e these early settlers were near the ma1l route the.t ran from
V*tiey Ci.ty to Leel &1r. $aunders suggested the,t &1r. etcfi ison-""ppiy ro"
a"n offlce. The appllcatlon was mad.er &rid. October 24, 1881, the post-
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offlce of 6a1latln wae started, wtth &1r. Atehlson as tb.e flrst post-
master .

At f lrst they patd the carrler to stop for the nelL, but after slx
monthe he was obllged" to brlng the ma1L. For several- years aften the' allroad ca.me to Cooperstown the nna1l was oarrled. from Valley Clty, and.
reter fron Cooperstown. The nunber of persons nho got thelr nall at the
GalLatln postofflce steadlly d.ecreased. untlL the runal free d.e11very dls-
plaeed the country of f lce.  I t  was dlecont lnued. July 14, 1905.
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f,dgar Xarcua lYraa

By 0.D.Puf ln tonrc lark  and l l ls tor lan a i  01d Sat t lc rg lgsoc lat ion.

pdgar l{arcus Ayrca, gon of John End lnn U. tyrca r&B born at

PardocvilLc Slsconeln, Jan ISth 185?. He canre to Grlgge 8ountgsar e[ 1886,\--

Ho llvecl on a lara tv,ro nLlcc wegt of Cocltretctn untll 1888. ?hcrfhc bought

& faro tbrec nilc; north aast of town ;hcrc hs gtll.I llvcs rlth htg fanl.ly'

Hc lrae narriad on Xarch 17th 1886 to lAlsc CXote C.Harard. 0f thle

&erd.agc str daughters havc bcc4 born. Hts only aon dlcd ln lnfancy.

Xr. lyrca haE hcl i l  thc rcepect anit confldencc of hie nclghbore, and has

hcld offtcc on tho town and rchool boards tor uany ycars, *nd tor ton

ycus rac Justlco of thc peacc.


