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Ju .s t  a  ] rear  p : l ssed anc  fhe  t r tsh land*q  c lec idec l  to  move Lo  the  Dakota
Ter r i fo r ' ; r .  The; .  nad heard  o f  l :nq  f i : :ee  l - rnd  : rnd  Lhe grea t  o i - ' i . i c r tun i -
i i e s  l ? 1 , l 1 " *  n c 1  f : r . e l /  a l s o  h q d  s o m e l  : : e l - r a t i v e r i  l i v i n g  l n  t h e  e a s t  c e n -
t r . a 1  p a r " b  o f  . r ' h a b  i s  n o v r  l l o r t l r  D a k o t a .  F r e p n r : : f l t n s  w e r e  m a i i e  f o r
bh"e  long iourne ; , r  ' r rn ich  was 1 ;o  be  ry ra-de  in  covered l i rA i lons  ' r r - i , l ;h .  oxen to
dra, i , '  'bhe. ' r  .  ' fhe dr ive ' i Ia,s a i iard. r :nd ter i ious t t ' ip.  ' fhe roari  s rr{)13e
p o o r  a n d  t n e n e  . : ' e r e  v e r j r  f e ' , '  b : l - i r J q e s  l n  i t i o s e  d a . ' r s .  O f  t e r r  t i l n e s  q l . 1

tqe  |6ac1s  hac l  i ;o  be  car : : i -e r l  ac ross  th r l  s t reams e . r i i - c l -e  b1 . '  s . r i ; i c l  e  fo r
f l19  u / f l  :e r  ' ' i Ies  h iqh  and"  i , l i r :  ' . I : : .p lons  : re  ae  1o" , t .  Cne bearn  o f  oxen t rne ' r r1g
1t 'ne .  ' l 1 r r , : l ] , r  sboppet l  , , . f  8  f : l t "m i ro r rse  - . r1 ,  e i?e  q .  f f ! r .n  t r i ,m l :ed  fhe .oxen!s
f e . , ' t , .  l : t j - s  p r o t e e . t e C  a r r d ; l i r ;  t . h e - l . a m e n e s i s  ' ' , B S  s o o n  q o n r :  a n d  f h e  p i c n e e r s
1' fe?ra OnCe rnOre On i-h. '  r ' . . rq-rr .  The plOnee:.  famil l '  r1r; t  - ' i  fh fef i r  Ohs i : l "C. l-eS
a f  t e r  t h q  i  a n C  j - n  r . e s s  b h : : n  b a r e e  . " r e e l r s  l 1 1 6 r i  h r . c i  r e a e h e d  b t i e i r "  d e s  i i n -
a t 1 o n ,  f h e n  c a r l e d  G s . 1 : i r r l j - r ;  P o s N  ( ) f ' r i s e ;  o n  i ; n e  S h e y e ' " n e  B i v e n  n l n e
m1l -es  sor - : t i :eas t  o f  C l>  o f . ' c13s t t f " rn .  TLu l /  s  ba l ted  fo r  a  shc l r " l ;  L i " re  ' . ' r l  j  th
r e l  a t i v e s .

Tn the  spr ' lng  o f  1qB5 t l - re  p loneer  and.  h is  - fa iher  p l -anned fo  ta l ie  a
e l a i m .  l t r i s  l r t a s  d o n r , r  T : " 1  s c l u a t t i n g  a s  i t  , n t r s  t i r e n  c a l  l e d r  o r  s e t r . 1 l n g
o n  ^  s  e e f  l o n  o f  t n l s  1  s n d  ,  E a c h  s e t t l l . ' j r  r o r ' a s  e n t l t l  e d  t o  t h e  s e e  b l o n
l t e l 7  1 i v e c l  o n .  T h e ; '  e h o s e  l - h e  n o r t h  h r l f  o f  s e e t i o n  l C ,  r n n , S e  5 9 ,
Lo" 'r  st ' r ip 1.45 .

T h e  p t o n e e r s  b u l 1 , b ' a  s o d  h . o u . s e  a n c i  b a . r n .  T h e  s o d  h o u s a , 1 r a s  f o u b e e n
f e e t  s q u a r e .  l , 4 o s l  s o d .  h o u s e s  ' r  I  l ; n l s  t i n e  ' . r e r e  a 1 l  s o c l  a n d  t r e e s  b u t
Ash lanc l ts  pu t  a .  qood f loor "  in  the in  home.  Tho 'n ia1 l  i i  v 'eue t * ro
f e e t  d - e e p  a t  t h e  b a s e  a n d  l r a e ' I  n l l r r o . , I e r  a t  t h e  t o p - .  T h e  ? o o f  r . r y a - q  n a d e
n r  h n o n a h a o  t . r l q s  ; : n d  b : : u s ' h  1 : i r . e c 1  o n  b h r e e  . l  a r g e  n o t  e s  a e l " . . s s  t h e  t o p .
' l ' o  f  l f  I  i n  t h e  s n a i l  o p e n i n r 4 s  t h e y  f  i l l  e d  t l r e m  ' r l t h  h a y .  I h i s
s t r u e h u r " e  h a d "  o n e  . r ' i n d o " r  ' r n d ' o n e  d o o r .  f n  l , : l B 4  t h e  D l o ' r g 9 - s  t s  f a l h e : '
mad.e  an  add i t i ' x  i :o  the  hr r t ,  Th is  o : r r t  r r ras  fou : : teen br r  ten  : tnd .  qar re
h h c n  a  g o o t 1 "  s l  z e d  r ? o o m .  ' i ' n e  ^ i o n e e r  I  s  p a  r . e n t s  , : ' e t ? e  h , t s l r  a  t  s l  l -  t h l n g s
in  l t ser  f  .  ' l l h .e  f  :1 lh4y  'nqde t , l t c  { 'a rn t l y  t  s  shoe s  and a- ' l - l -  L i re  f r r rn l tu r :g
and even ,s  o r [e  o f  lhc  d ishe s  u .sed.  l l l e f re  canved or . r t  o f  "ood r  " r ] ' : i ' l .e  i :he
moth .er  s [ ]un  a .nd  * rovr )  anc l  l rn i l ted  f  o r  the  fa rn i l y .  T 'he  beds  r r leF /5  a
' r t o o d e n  f r a m e  w i t h  s  t r a ' ' t  f  o r  r n q  l t r e s s e s ,  c h a i l : s  a n d  t . r b l e s  ' r r e r e  r n a d e
f r o n  l o q s  b r o u e h t  f r o , r r  t i r e  S h e y e n n e .  A s i d e  f r . o n  t h o s e  l h t n g l s
fu rn i  t r :n6 ;  1 t l : rs  scaree.  ' l he , .F t 'o11anc l  I  s  1 rer1  . \  the  mos t  f  o r l , i rna te  peop ' t  e
in  the  Cor f l ] xun lby  fo r  bhe- r  owned.  a  se" ' inq  naeh i -ne .

Gur lna  Fro i land t  &r  a r . : .n l  o f  the  r , r loneen,  r faa  tne  br :s ines t  body  ln
t h e  h o u s e h o l d  d u r l n s  \ h e  s u l p . r e r  o f  1 8 8 5 .  S h e  l v a s  s l ' r v i n q  ' , r l f [  t h e
p i o n e e  n  f a ' ' 1 1 ) r  p r e p e r i n g  h e -  , " e d d  i n q  o u t f  i t  .

l o l e e t i p g ' , ' p p o  h e l d  l n  t h e  h o u s o  o f  f h e  d - l f f e r - e n b  l . . e o l l e .  I t  h a n r : e n e d
thr ' : t t  lhe  f  o lks  - ,e  t  a t  lhe  Fro  j l  e .nd  ] rones te '? -c l  on  or le  par t fBut  s "  rJa l r .
t ; l | } r  l l e  th  cT"e  a  Ler r i f  ie  t r l l z  r ,a rd .  a rose  anc l  i :he  peo ' r1p-  ' , ,p - f t  obr  lgec i  l -o
sfa.rr  at  l ,nc l r-ut  for '  'hh.-ee da;to, fo"r hr l  izzs.rcis a]- ' 'a- l rs l . . r ,sted t i : r"ee cl-ays.
f 'he  ; rou .s le  .vas  so  fu l  I ,  and  so  smal - l  tha t  1 ;he- r  h : : r l  bo  ta ] r re  tu rns  s -1-eeptna .

T h e  p l o n e e n  f a m i l . y t  s  p o s s e s s l o n s  ' i , r c n e  g r a d r - r g ' l  ' 1 a i  
l n e " e a * s i n g ,  e s p e e -

i a l - 1 y  t h e l : "  s t o c k .  T h i s  r e q u i r e e l  a  b e t b e r  a n d  . l a n g e r  b a n  s o  i ; h e y  s e t  f  o
v r o r l r  a n d .  b t r i l t  a  b : : r n  L ' " e n f , ) r  s i x  f e e t , , r r i d e  L n d .  f o r t y  f e e t  1 o n g .  T h e
barn  ' ' . r ras  hu l l t  on  the  same pr inc i l i l es  q"s  bhe house.

G r t g g s  C o u n t ; y  v i a s  a  l l r " q e  l e v e l  p : r : a i , r l - e . r j - t h  n o  t " ' e e s  f o : :  r i l e s
e . n d  m l 1 e s  a b o u t  l h e  F r o t l a n d  h o m e s l e a d .  ' l h e  F o n t  T o t t e n  R o a d  c o r n i n g
f ron  F  or t  To t ten  r "an  jus  t  'n 'es  i r  o f  bhe sod s tab le  .  T t  ' ,o ras  a  eo i l tmon th ing
t o  s e e  s n a l - l -  b a n d s  o f  I n d i a n s  t r a v e l l n g  t h l "  r o a d .  T l e e y  o f  t e n  s t o p p e c l
a t  t h e  p l o n e e r  h o n e  t o  b u ; , r  f  o o d  o r  f e e d  f o r  t h d d r  h o r s e s .
.  In  the  ear11r  e  iqh t les  1 :he  neares t  to . 'n .  wFrs  i / r *1 -1-cy  C i t .v ,  ' .h ieh

e l  ose  qs  i t  seems now fha t  . . "e  h .a r re  a i : - tomob l -1 -es ,  l r r i i s  a  q rea i .  d is tanee
f o r ' o x  t ^ a r n s  a n d  e v c n  n o r ? s e s .  l r ' i r . .  1 \ s h l a n d  d y ' o v e  t o  V c l l e y  C i t r r  t o  h a v e
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h ls  , r rheat  ground to f lour  and brougtr t  !?"k  other  r : ror r ls lons.  This

t " ip  took f r " in  serrera l  d .a; rs .  Late in  1883 the branch f  ine of  fhe

hTor lher .n FaciAic  was br . r i . i f  tc  0ooperstown.  ' lhe r :a l l - r 'oaC hrr11l  up

Cooperstorryn an.d broui r : i r t  nan) '  convenienees 
' for  l ' r . ie  p loneers '-  

The Fro i l  and rs  i i rs t  n€ lghbor :s  vrere the Fred.  ' t ' t l l l id .ms farn i ly  to

the  no rLh ,  T i  T .  Fug les tad .  and  Jens  Bu f I  f cn i l t es ' t o  i he  so i : - t h  a -nd

f t rgen Som:r  r  a f i  u .nc le of  L ,he Ploneer ,  to  the east  '
The  f l r : s t  lmpJemen t  r : sed  l ; y  t he  p loneer ' " ras  the  rn ra l k in4  p lou r

c l r "arvn by ox tearns.  t ta"  oxen rere ver : j r  hard,  to  contro l  a ' r  re lns ' ' rere not

useC . l t iey ,,r""e manaEed by word-s such as tthav"tt ancl ' t  
Settn - L-o tu-n tO

1ef j ;  or r:.rnt. Tovrarcl noon the oxen ' ,rrrou1d hear nr con"nan.cJ hrtt 'nrou-l-d

de ' l  thet 'a le ly  f ,p : "n home.  0f tent l ines ' r ' laet r  t i re  o l 'en Sa.14I  :1  s1-ouqh.  o"  a

j1t1 ann meadO'" the:t  ," 'OU-- l-d r l rs- l  1r f ' r"Orn the f  j ,e. l -r l  lO df ink Or 'q?Aze_.

T h e  e a r l y  c r o p s  f f f r .  A s h 1 a n d  r a l s e r i ' i r e l : e  n r l n l l r  l r h e & f , .  T h e  f l : r s t  h e

broke seven a t : :es  o f  land  and had a  ver l r  lqood y ie l -d .

For  fue l  l l r .  Ash- lanr i  hac i  j .o  go  t ,o  th ;  qhe l ien .ne  R iver  fo i l vood and

1 L , r a s  g r e e n  v r o o d  s o  l ; h e ; r  h a d  b o  c i r y  l t  i n  t h e  o v e n  j n  t h e  s t o v e  a n d  l t

smol .ed-  so  thab l t  rnqde the  hor - rse  fu ]1  o f  s ro l te .
The p loneen faml l .v  har i  a t  a " l  I  t lmes a  nood supp ly_of  food 
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g 0 0 6  s h e l | e r .  T h e i r  m a l n  l r a r d s h i . r l s  ' r r e r e  t h e  s t o r m s  a n d  n r a l r l e  f  i r e s .
-  

T h e  f f u e  o f  t h e  e a l , l -  o f  , r - 8 8 5  b u r n e d  r J p  n e a r l y  a l  1  t h e  s q t t l - e r s
q r a i n  a n d  h s - y .  T h e  p l o n e e r r s  f a t l r c r ' l r " I a s . 1 u e k 1 r  n o t  b o  - ' l - o s e  a n y , g r a . l n

a n c l  h a y .  T h ;  p l o n e e r  s a \ , t r  t h e  f i r e  c o n e  t  m 1 l e  o f ' f r  h e  h i t c h e d  u p  t h e

th . ree  oxen and n ' l -o , ryed a  few fu r ro ' rs  l " rh ieh  k i l led .  the  f j - re .  ' l l l e  p ioneer

sqved a t  l .  Lhc  l r r : i : ld , ings  o f  ne lg l i f  6 rs  .  T i re  f '1 r ' r ,es  r r le re  ! i i  gher  th rn  a

h o u s e r  " r l . r e n  t i r e  f l r e ' n ' , . r s  t e n  n o d s  q ' t a " J  i t  l - l t  t h e  t o p s  o f  h h e  h a y

s  tacks  .  ' l t re  eh1 ld r r :n  : ,nc i  " r l f  e  s tayed ln  the  sod bu l ld ings  becau: re  i t

cou ld"  no t  burn  and the- - l  ' ve re  sa l red ,  T l re  f  i : "e  tnqve led  to  i ;he  She.Venne

Riven.  I t  senb th ror :g l r  a l .1  o f  l io r t l :  f ) ' ' : - ko ta .
I , ' l t ' .  1 \s l r l  and  wr r l ' , l ed  to  ihe  ne iqhbo"s  on .ce  qnd r ruh  j - " , l  e  he  ' , ' ras  Lhere  s '

s t o r r n  a n o s e  a n d  t i r e  n e i i q h b o r s  c l l d  n o t  ' ' r r a n t  h l m  t o  l e s v e  b e e i r u s e  b h e y

t l : o u g h t  h e . ' r o u l c l  g e t  1 o s t ,  b u f  h e  s a l d  h i s  m o f h e r ' r o u . l . d  \ , v o r r l ? , a f  f o r  h l m

so he  1e f  t  and faced.  lhe  sborm.  :qJhen he  go t  i lome h is  f  qee i r las  :1 "1- l

eo ' le : :ed .  ' r y l th  l ce .  The s to rm heeare  so  bac l  th t r t  no  one eor : l  C  move oub-

s i d e .
T n  b h e  s o r l n g  L i r .  l \ s h l a n c l  d , r o v e  t h e  s b o c k  t o  F o r t  A t c n l s o n  a n d  t h e y

g, razed th r+re  a- l  l -  su . f f rner .  I le  had to  pay  one d .o l . l -a "  per  head.
I\{r . And l,lrs . Lsh-'l-anc1 [:rct eigni chi ldren . ']lhc1r are l,rr . {nno] d

A s l l r l a n d ,  C o o p e r s l o l v n ,  N .  D a k . ,  1 V n s .  I .  L l e r ,  l T o s e  \ i o r t r " r  D a k o t a ,  l r ' i r .
J e n s  B .  A s h l $ " n d r  4 o o p e r s t o r ' ' / n :  N .  D a l r .  i ' r l t " . 0 s e i r r  l s h l a n d ,  i { r r n n a . f o " ' : d '
l l  .  T )a l i . ,  l1 r .  A lber " t  Ash l -anc i ,  Coopers to rsn ,  l ,T .  Da1. : . ,  i l iP .  Fc i l r . l r  n rsh la .nd ,

S i ] v c l t o n ,  O : . e g o n ,  [ , n .  R o ] f  A s h l - a n d ,  e o o p e r s l o ' n ' n r  ] , 1  .  l l a l { . r  i V r " .  r { r a l - t e r "

A  a l r l  -  n A  / a  n n 1 6 I r g  L O  , , ' n  
r l J  .  D a l C .i a D L I _ l . J t ' . t t  v J v N \ - L D t \ )  t : t '  .

The  p resen f  ho 'ne  o f  l l l r .  Ash land  i s  See i i on  I ,  T6 - rpsh lp  l - 45 t  and
range  59 ,  Jus t  ' r ves r  o f  O1d  Fo r t  To t ten  : "oad .  q ih l  ey  Fo r t  popo  1  rn l1e
n o r t h  r m e s t  o f  } l r  ,  

' A s h ' l ' : n d .

- -T,e l f  Aaleaafd
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I  i : ave  chosen  t c  w r i t e  t r re  b t cg rapny  o f  a  p ioneer  whose  oa ren ts
Ter?  a l so  p ioneers  o f  $o r th  Dako ta ,  name l r /  i l r .  As l r l and  o f  Coopers to l vn ,
i tTor tn Dakota.

j , { r .  AghlanC i  s  o f  ldorrves ia.n descent  .  I { i  s  fa ther  Aa-dne Ashlani i
and h1s :not i :er  lor thea ! .sn lan, i  o f  s tav inges,  l i ror lvay.' " r .  omund A,shlanc was bcrn on Jr : ly  2O,  1:69 a. t  Stavanger ,  l [or ' , ra ] , r .
He  l i ve i t  w i th  h l s  rno the r  and  s tep fa tne r  t he re  un t i l  r : e  was  twe lveyears  o f  age .  I t  we -s  t i : en  dec i c ieC  t ] : a t  t ne - r l nove  to  a  be t te r  hone .
? n e y  c h o s e  t c  g o  t o  A m e r i c a  a n d : n a r l e  n r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  s o .

?he  fa r r t i l ; r  o f  s i x  ch i l d ren ,  no the r  and .  f e the r ,  sa i l eC  f ro :  i t av -
a ' ? e r  t o  C n r l s t i a n , q a n  o : r  a  s i ' ' i l b o r t .  ! ' { h i l e  c n  t f  e ' S k - - ^ e r  F . a e ' . :  w e t e r  a
s t c r : , r  f ; r o s e  a n d  t h e  p i o n e e r  f  a . n i l v r s  l i v e s  ? e r e  u n i i g - g e r e d .  T h e  s r a l _ 1
v e e s e l  l i a s  t o s s e i  a " b o u t  t h e  : r r a s t s  d i p n i  - g  r j o w n  i n t o  t i e  w a t e r .  l f t e r
a  f e w  t e r r i b l e . : o t t r s  t ; : e l r  r e a c i - . e d  t l e i r  j i o r t  a n C  b o a r , : ' t e - l  t h e  l i n e r
Th ingve lJ -a  fo r  A ' re r i ca .  T l i e  Th ing rys l l a  r , ra "s  :nos t  n i ce11 '  s ta r te , .  w l :en
! f  9  eng ine  i r r cL te -  The ' , r  sa l1ed  to  Copenha ; .en  i n  Den 'na rk  f c r  repa t f  s .
A f  t e r  a  rqee le  s  -d ,e la l r  t hey  s ta r te '1  t c  

- c ross  
the  A . t l an t i c .  f r : r j . r p :  t he

f  l r r r t een  4avs  { r c r  Den ' .n r : r k  t o  , r1 ' l e r i ca  the  p loneer rs  rno t - :e ;  ; ; ; i t ; " t "n
e  seve re  case  o f  rhe r rne t i c  f eve r .  Th i s  na .4 ,e  the  vo r ra?e  ve rJ r  ha r , i ,
t he  eh : r l d ren  ran f l l ns  f ro "n  s i x  non t .hs  to  twe lve  yea rg  were  fo rceJ  i , o
c a r e  f c r  r n e  ? n D t h e i  a s  h e s t  t i e y  c o r . r r - c .  T h e i r  l e a v i n g  t h e  s l ' i n  a , n c
en te r i . n f l  cns t l e  ^F rden ,  i l ew  yo rk  ' n r r s t  have  been  ou i te  J  p i c i , r re .  t i : e
nother  be inei  1-e l -n l -ess t r ! , rp-s  cerr j  e i r l  on t l^e f 'ar t :  er r  s  oae"  at , i  a  , : - roup of
s ' na1 .1 .  ch i lC ien  f i i ; t t _eneJ  r , r : . 1  weer r r  u r i t h  t i e  voSrage- - "e , r *  t roop ing  De-
h  t  nC .  ) i ex t  Cay  f , f  e l l  1e1 ' t  \ l ew  Yor . I .  f  o r  S t .  Pa ' :1 .  

' - ?Here  
the l r  i es [e , J

in  an  1 ' r r l i a ran t  h : r rge  + 'o r  t : : r ee  cays .  f n ' i  s  hc l l se  r . . vas  e  " , / e rJ /  r r . nsan i -
t a : : y  n1ace .  The re  l ve re  f  i l t r l f  men ,  wonen  nn , l  ch  j  l r j . r en  s i .  i t l ng  an lu t
o n  t I e  f l o o r  a l l ,  s " r o ' r i n g  o r  c h e w i n l  t o b a e c c  a n C . r e i n . r l  v r r l q a r  i a . = l r u r , " .
Fro ' i i  there t r 'e1r  s t r r rc l t  5 ' r t  for  t i re i r  nsr : i  hon€.  Tt  n ' j *  la te snr ingwhen_  they  ree -checJ .  Ye11or ry  1 :ed i c i  ne  Coun tv  i n  l i i n -eso ta  w i :e re  the  p ioneer
f a ' n i 1 1 r  l i v e d  o r l r r  f o r  a  s h r r t  t i ' r e .  T t  s e e n e d  t c  t h e  p i o n e e r  f e n i l v
t re l '  Y /e re  acv1nE ' ' i : o rn  worse  to  wc rse ,  Conr i i t i cns  i n  ye l l ow  t1ec i i " i n "
Were  dep l - c ra -b - l  e .  ? i : e  ho r rses  were  ove - : " ru j l  w i i i l  r a . t s .  ' : i rO r . k  wa ,s  As
s c a r c e  b e r e  i t  a r o e e  r e d  e  s  1 t  r ' ; e  s  l n  } I o r x 6 y .  ' n r s .  A s h l a n d r  s  e o n d i t i , r ntva-s ser ior . :s  and the b. r ; : , . - , r r  not  i j .  l /ear  o1d l re t ,  wo.s not  thr iv in , . r : .  For
a .  t i r e -  t h_q  p ioneer  oe l . i eved  they  haC ' r ra , Je  a  foo l i s i " :  move  t c r  t ne  i : e ra
t i ' n e s  i n  N o r w a y  w e r e n t  t  n e a r l y  a s  b a d  e s  t h e  o r s i t i c n  t i e - ' r  w e r e  i n
no lJ .  L l i r .  O ' i l und  As t : l and ,  now th i : : t een  r /ea . r s  o l c i  ,  se t  o r : t  t o  a  f  a rne r
so t l e  t n i l es  f ron  n i s  ho : re  w . t l e re  he  was  ob l i ge r i  t ;  Co  p  rna -n rs  14 ,c r r { .
9 t "  da r r  wh i l e  e t  t n t r c r ' i  a  i t f r se ' k i c l eeJ  h i r r  e ieck ins  i : i s  sk r r l 1  j r i s t  ce -
tween  t i : e  eyes .  I { i s  e '1 rp1oys r  see re . l  t o  t h in l l  no {H i rE  c f  t he  b ru i se
l . t t - t t  po ' r re '3  a l co lo l -  rn to  the  wounr i -  t o  t a : i e  o r , r t  t i : e  po i son  ne tsa in .  

- '

Be i -ng  on l y  a  
-oo1 r  

he  r ;an ted  t c  Ao  ho rne  to  h i s :no tne i .  I { e  wa . l ke , j  a .11
tne  r ra l , ' l ea -v ing  a  t ra i l  o f  b l r c  beh ind  h i ' r r .  A  wee t<  l a te r  i : e  wen t
oec i l  b r : t  t he  f : r , t e r  - s f r rgg , i  t o  h i . re  an l r rne  r i ; ho  eo r rJ -Cnr t  wo r te  fo r :  alqee  l i t t l e  sc ra t i i :  .  l l o t  d i  scou la r :eC  a t  t h i  s  he  wa ' t  r re i l  t :  t he  nex t
farm whe:e he found work.  I {e  and--another  bo: r  were sent  l r : t  tv . renty
n i l es  f l r om t l : e  i ' a . rn  t c  he rd  a  Ia r , i e  he rc l  c f  ca .  r1e .  They  were  to  s ta_ , " ,
a  non th -  A f te r  two  wee l : s  t hev  i "a - r l  a .  t e r " r : r f i c  t h , : nde : r  s to r , : i .  T i : 1s
f  r i  c ' '  l a n c A  + F \r r r< r  us ! ru i - r ,  r , *e  ca t t l -e  *nc  the l , r  b ro l . le  ewav.  T i :e  boys  wor l lec j -  i ' o r  ho i . : - rs
a n d  f i n a l l y  c o r r a l l e d -  t r r e a .  f n  a . n o t h e r  t i q o  s e e t l s  t j : : e  c a t t l e  w e r e  h e r d -
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ed  hone  aga in .  T t  s ras  n igh t  when  they  cB ' i e  t o  the  fa r rn  b r r t  t he  boy
De lng  anx io r - r s  t c  ge t  hone  e ta r te , l  o f f .  l i e  i n ten r le , l  t o  s r . rp r i se  h i s
ro t i : e r  end  c rep t  q r t i e t l y  i n t :  11s  f i , ? r r sep  wh i l e  f ' ee l i ng  l i  s  way  t : , r o r r . - , : i '
t h e  e n t r y  h e  c a ' " n e  e c r o s s  h i s  b a b y  s i s t e r  w h o  h n d  c i i e d  t h a . t  d e 1 . ' .  J u s t
a  " r / e & x  p a s s e d  a n d  t h e  A s h l a n d r s  d e c i d e i  t c  n o v e  t c  t h e  D a k o t a  T e r r i t o r v .
They  had  nea r r i  o f  t he  f ree  l and  and  the  g rea t  oppc r tun i - t i ee  the re  and
t h e y  a l s o . i a d  s o n e  r e l a t i v e s  l i v i n g  i n  t r e  e a s t  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  v h a t
i s  now } i o r th  Dako ta .  P repa ra t i cns  were  rna .de  j l o r  t he  l ong  i ou rnev  wh ich
l : ' ias  tc  l re  nade in  covered.  wagons v i th  cxer  t . :  drerr  therr .  The dr i r re
was  a  ha rd  and  teC ious  t r i i r .  Th*  roa , l s  were  poo r  an , i  t ne re  F /e re  ve rJ /
f e t t  b r i , : l g . e s  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  O f t e n  t i e e s  a l l  t h e  l o a r J s : : a C  t r  b e  c e r i : i e d
a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e a ' r s  a r t l c l e  b l ' a r t i e l e  f ; r  t h e  i q ; : t e r  r v e s  h i s h  a n d  t h e
wa .gons  were  1ov l .  Cne  te : ,n  r f  oxen  beca ' ' r e  l ane .  The . r  s toppeC a t  a  Fa r ' ;
ho t : se  lYhe re  a  ma .n  t r i n " red  t i r e  oxen rs  hoo f  g  b ' - l t  he  c l i pped  the "n  so  c lose
t h a t  t h e i r  f e e t  w e r e  & ' i ) x n e  t h a r r  e v e r ,  s o  t h e  l ' a r " n e r  r a d e  h e a v r r  € e 1 t
b o c t s  a n C  b o u n . !  t h e n  o n  t h e  o x e n r  g  f e e t .  T h i s  p r c t e c t e , J  a n d  t i e  l a n e -
n e s s  w a s  s o o n  g c n e  a n C  t i : e  p i o n e e r s  w e r e  o n c e ' r c r e  o n  t h e  l ' r a 1 r .  T h e
p i o n e e r  f a - r i l y  n e t  w l t h  f e w  o b s t a c l e s  a f t e r  t h a t  a n d  i n  l e s s  t h q n  t r , r e e
w e e l t s  t h e : , r  h a C  r e a c h e d  t t : e i r  d e s t i n a t i c n s ,  t h e n  c a 1 , l - e d  t h e  G a l l a t i n
P o s t  O f f i c e  o n  t h e  $ h e l r e n n e . E i v e r  n i n e ' r i 1 e s  s o r : t h e a s t  l f  O o o p e r s t o w n .
T h e l r  s t a y e d  f o r  a  s h c r t  t i t t e  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s .

l n  t h e  s p r i n e  o f  L 8 8 3  t h e  p i o n e e r  a n d  r i s  f a t h e r  p l a n n e d  t o  t a k e
a  c l a i " ' t .  T h l s  w a s  d o n e  b ] r  s q r r a t t i n c f  a G  i  |  " i r a  t h e n  c a 1 1 e r i ,  o r  s e t t l i n g
o n  a  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i  s  l a n d .  O a c h  s e t t l e r  w a s  e n t i  t - ' e d  t o  t h e  s e c t i o n
t h e y  l i v e d  o n .  T h e , r r  c h c s e  t h e  n o r t h  h a l f  o f  s e c t i o n  t e n ,  r a n s e  5 9 ,
t o w n s h i l :  1 4 - 5 .

Tne  p ioneers  b r r i l t  a  so r l  ho r r se  A i  ba rn .  The  sod  houss  w&s
f  o r r r t een  fee t  squa re .  'Tos t  scd  ho r rses  a t  t h i s  t i , ' ne  were  a1 l -  scd  and
t rees  bu t  t i : e  A ,gh land ts  p r . r t  a  good  f l oo r  : n  the i r  home.  The  v , ' a11s
w e r e  t w o  f e e t  4 r : e n  & t  t h e  b a s e  a n d  g r e w  n a r r o w e r  a t  t h e  t o u .  T h e  r o o f
v ra  s  : rad  e  o f  b ranches  r  t ' / J i  l s  an l  b r r sh  p i l e , - r  on  i  h ree  l a r ;1e  oo les
ac rcss  t f t e  t op .  To  f i l l  i n  t he  sna l1  open  s , , l aces  the l r  f i l l e r l  t hem
wi th  hay .  Th i s  s t r ' : c i r r re  haC cne  w indcw a .nd  one  doo r .  i n  1884  the
p i o n e e r r  s  f a t h e r  r n a d e  a n  a d d i t i : n  t o  t l e  n u t .  T h i s  p a r t  w a g  f o r : r t e e n
b ] '  t en  and  Eave  t i i e ' n  _ tood  s i ze , l  r oon1 .  The  p i cneer rs  pa re l t s  were  'Du -sy
a t  a1 l -  t h in , ; ' s  i n  i t se l " f .  The  : ' l t l i e r  re : re  the  a ' r i l v t s  snoes  anC e . , -1 -1
the  fu rn i t r : r e  and  even  sone  o f  t he  d i snes  r l sed  were  ca rved .  o r : t  o f  woo{ ,
wr : i  l e  t he  "no the r  s l run  and  s : , ve  and  ' r n i t t ed  f  o r  t he  re "n i  l _  j r .  f he  beds
f i e r e  a -  w o o S - e n . | r a r e  w i t i  s t r a w  f o r  r n a t t r e s s e s ,  c h a i r s  a n C  t a b l e s  a e r e
' i 1a .5e  f ro ,n  the  l cgs  o rDugh t  f r c r  t Le  $heyenne .  As iCe  i ro . : r  t hcse
thrn. : :s  f  , r rn i t i - l re  wae sca.rce.  The Frc i  le .n ' j  t  s  i i r , 'ere the lnost  f  cr t ' rna te
1:eop1e in  the co: r ' run l ty  for  the l r  o l rnec i .  a .  sewj"n{  nechine.

G t r r i na  F ro i l an : ,  ,  & r  aun t  o f  t he  n ioneer ,  was  t i  e  b ' - r s ies t  bcd l r
in  t I :e  househr lC.  dr : - r ing the s l lmaer  18815.  She was sta1r in .1 u i tn  the
p ionee :  f a r i l y  t i r eDar ing  Ie : :  ' i r edC in r  cu t f i t .

l . { ee t i nqs  } i t e re  he ld  i n  t he  house  o f  t he  r J l f f e ren t  pecn -1 -e .  r i
heppene i i  t ha t  t ne  fo l ks  ne t  e t  t t : e  F ro i l a : r1  ho r res tead  on  l ne  pa r t r r -
t r l a r  da - r r .  Th i l e  t f : e re  a  te r r i f i c  h l i zza r r j  & ro ,se  and  the  peon le  i { ' e r€
ob l i ge* .  t o  s tay  g1  tne  n ' t t  ' ' o r  t l : r ee  da1 , ' - e ,  f ' o r  b l i zza r , l s  a l : , , r ave  l as te , {
t h ree  r1a1 rs .  Tne  hou -se  wes  so  fu l1  a rd  sc  sna l - l  t h . s . t  t he : r  hec  to  tnke
t r r rns  s leep ine  .

T h e  p i o n e e r  f  a " r i l y t  s  n D s , g e s s i  a n s  w e r e  g r a 4 r r e l l y  i n e r e a  s i n E ,
espec ie l -1 t r  t he i r  s tock .  Th i s  recu i red  a ,  be t te r  and"  l a . ree r  be - r r  so

?*
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t hey  se t  t o  wor ' l <  rnd  b r r i l t  *  ba rn  twen t . , '  s i x  f ee t  w ide  and  fo r t r r  f ee t
l -onq .  The  ba" rn  was  o r r i l t  on  t i : e  sa 'ne  ; : , r i nc ip les  as  the  house .

Gr iggs  Cor rn t : , ?  yu ras  a  1a . r se  1eve1  p ra i r j - e  v r i t r :  no  t rees  i ' o - ' r i 1es
a ,nd  ' : r i 1es  a .Dc r r t  t ne  l ' r o i l - enC hones teaC.  The  I ' o r t  To t ten  RoarJ  co r in^
f ro in  F ' ' o r t  To t ten  ran . i r : . s t  wes t  o f  t he  soC s tab le .  f t  i va . s  a  con4non
t i : i ng  to  see  s ra l l  0an ,5  s  o f  Tn ,1 " t  ans  t rave l i ng  th1  s  road .  T i  € I r  o f  i e : :
s t o p p e t l  a t  t f . e : : i o n e e r  h o n e  t o  o u y  f o o c l  o : r  f e e r . l  f o r  t h e i r  h o r s e s .

f  n  the ear l - . r  e i ,sr l : t ies t i :e  nea-rest  tov ln v ia  s  Val1el '  C i tJ . ' r  t - : rh ich
c lose  a -s  L t  . see rs  na ' ' r  t t a t  r ye  heve  a r . r t o : rob i1eo ,  uJa .s  a  g rea t  i l i s ta .nce
1 'o r  cx  tea ' r s  and  even  ) r ses .  " ' 7 .  As i . l ano  r i . r o . . re  to  1 la11e l .  C i t r r  t o
i : eve  h i s  wnea t  g ro r rnd  to  f ' l o r r r  end  b ro r rgh t  bae l :  o the r  p rov i s l  c ' r s .  Th i s
t r i p  t ' : ok  h i ' n  seve ra l  deys .  La te  i n  1 i i 83  t i - e  b ranc l :  l i ne  o r '  t he
$or tnern paci f  ic  ln :as "brr i l . t  to  Coopersto l ' t rn .  fhe ra i lToa, i  br r i l - t  . r . ' r . . ! )

Coopers town  an r i  b roug t r t  na .ny  eonven i .ences  fo r  t he  o ioneers .
? h e  l i r o i l a n ^ r s  f i r s t  n e i , g h b o r s  w e r e  t h e  F r e c l  l T i l l i a r n s  f a , : r i l y  l s  t h e
nnt*h r f l  rF T ' ' , r . : Iestad an ' i  Jens Bt t l l  i 'an i l ies to  the south anC Joraenr r v ;  u . r ,  r .  l .  -  v  v r l g  j - r L i ! +  u v  u r a v

i r  ' : r :  ,  : l -  ' r nc le  o f  t l  e  p ioneer  ,  t o  t l : e  ea  s t .
f he  f r r s t  imn le ren t  r r sed  b l r  t he  p ioneer  1?ps  t i : e  wa l l { i ng  p lo tn ' r  d ra , . r yn

by  o r  t ea -ns .  The  oxen  l r ye re  ve rJ i  ha rC  t c  ccn t ro l  as  ve ins  v le re  no t
t r sed .  The r r  FJe re  ranaqeC bTr  worCs  g t : c1 '  BS  r fha$ / f t  en i l  ! f q :ngp r r  t o  t r . l r n  t o
le f t  OT r j . r : "1 t .  19r . lp1f l  nOcn the Oxen vrOr, r ld  hear  no co- . ' ' t i ;n . is  bu. t  wor- r ld
de l - J  be re te l r r  t , l r n  hone .  O f ten  t i nee  when  t ] : e  oxe r  saw a  s lo r r , i - h  c r  e
Ereen  nea r low  the r "  v . ro r r l - d  wa1 ' r . { ' r o i t  t he  f i e ld  to  : , r r i n l r  o r  g raze .

T h e  € a r 1 1 '  e r o p s  " r r .  A s h l e n C  r a l s e d  w e r e  r a i n l y  v r t , e a . t .  T h e  f i r s t
he brr : 'ke seven ac les of  land and ha.d a very good v ie- ' ] - r i .  Ior  fue l  l , { r .
Ashlanc i  ha ' ' i  to  go to  the Sheyenne River  for  woor l  €r r1d i t  v , ras grreen wood
so  they  had  to  d ry  i t  i n  t he  oven  i n  the  s tove  and  i  t  snnokeC so  tha t
l t  nade the hor . rse f ' r r l l  o f '  s ror 'e .

The  p ioneer  fa " l i l 1 r  na r i  a t  a l l  t i nes  e  qo r rC  * l pp l y  o f  f oo r i  anC a
good  she l - t e r .  The i r  ' r a . i  n  ha r t sh ips  In /e re  the  s to rns  an r , { .  l r e i r i e  * r . res .
The  i ' i r e  o f  t he  fe l - l  o f  Lu85  b r r rne r l  up  nea r l : r  a l l  t he  se t t l e rs  q ra in
a n d  h a y .  T h e  p i c n e e r r s  : ' a t n e r , w a s  l r r s f r r  n g 1  t o  l o s e  a n \ r  E r a i n  e r n C  h a y .
T h e  p i o n e e r  s a i r  t h e  + " 1 r e  c o " 1 e ;  m i l e  o f f ,  h e  h i t c h e d  r r p  t h e  t l r e e
oxen  ond  p lowed  a  few  fu r r :o , i : s  v rh i . ch  k i l l ed  the  f i r e .  The  p i -onee f
saved  a l l -  t he  bu i l , l i ngs  o f  ne ig i i bo rs .  T i re  r l a ' l es  were  n ighe r  t h i sn  a
h o u s e ,  v i h e n  t h e  f i r e  v r a s  t e n  r o C s  s w a r r  i  t  1 i t  t h e  t c p s  o f  t h e  h a v
s tacks .  The  ch l l d ren  and  t , t i . f e  s ta l re - l  i n  t he  sod  b r r i l c i - i ne ;s  beca r , r se  i t
ccu ld  no t  D r r rn  and  the r r  were  save r l .  The  f i r e  t rave le r  t o  t he  She l renne
f t .1ver .  Tt  tnrent  t "Lror- :gh a l -1  of  ] ior t ; i  Dakota.

l t r .  Ash lend  t i a l ke i  t o  t he  ne iq i : co : r s  i nce  and  v /h i l - e  he  s ias  the re
a  s to r ' : ;  a rose  and  the  ne igh l l o rs  d id  no t  wan t  h im  to  l eave  beca r rse  the l r
thot :ght  he wor : lc l  get  1ost ,  b . r t  he se id i . , is  not l :er  wor- r ] -d .  worry  for  h in
so  i i e  l e f t  anc i  f aced  the  s to r ,n .  ' l { hen  he  go t  } rone  h1e  face  was  a l J -
cove red  w i th  i ce .  The  s to rn  beca r .ne ' so  ba .d  i i : a t  no  one  co l : . l d  Ynove  o r t t -
s i de .  I n  t he  sp r ing  . : r r .  As i l l anC : l . r o r , ' e  t t e  s tock  to  Fo l t  A tcn i  son  en .C
tr r  er r  gv.qrar l  +here a l l  Sr tn i1er .  ! {e  h.ad t :  pA_: :  One dOl l_Ar  pef 'hea,d.v - -  v 1 /

I q r .  and  1 { r -q .  Ash lan - l  had  e igh t  ch i l c i ren .  T } :e3 r  a re  1 ' r .  A rno ld
, 0 - e h l a n d ,  S t .  C l o - u C ,  o 1 1 n n . ,  1 o r $ .  L .  L i e r r ' o o s e ,  l l o r t h  D a k o t a ,  1 ' r .  J e n s
B .  A s h l e n C ,  C o o p e r s t o i v n ,  $ .  l a t . ,  ! { r .  O s c a r  A s h l a n i .  } T e . n n a - f o r d ,  F .  n e t .
* : lT  .  A lbe r t  Asn land  ,  Coopers town ,  i { .  - ak  .  ,  ! { r .  Fen r1 , '  Ash lan , i  ,  3 i l  ve r ton ,
Oregon,  1,1r .  Ro, ' f  As l : lanr l ,  Cooperstorvn,  11.  Iak. ,  } . i r .  lTa l ter  Ashland,
Cooper  s t  own ,  l I .  lak .

The  p resen t  ho r le  o f  " r .  Ash la r . ' ' ' d  i s  Sec t i on  9 ,  Townshr i :  145 ,  e ,nd
range59 ,  j r : s t  wes t  o f  o ld .  t r o r t  To t ten  road .  S ib le1 'Fo r t  pope  _ '1_  n i l e
nor th srest  o f  j ' r r '  Ashland '  

- -Le ' f  Aar .eaa.rd
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Blography of Omund. Ashland
--Lelf Aalgaard

en to wr l te the blography of  a ploneer whose parents
rs of North Dakota, namely Mr. 3,shLand. of 

'Oooperstown,

&ir. Ashland ls of Norweglen descent. H1s father Aadne Ashland and.
hls nother Dorthea Ashland. of Stavanger, Norway.

Mr. Omund. Ashland, was born on July 2O, 1868, &t Stavanger, Norway.
Iie l lved wlth hls nother and. stepfather there unt1l he was tnrelve years
of age. It was then d.ecld.ed. that they move to a better home. They chose
to go to Araerlca and made preparatlons to go.

The fam1Ly of slx ch11d.ren, raother and. father, salled from $tavanger
to Chrlstlansen on a sa"llboat. I ltr l le on the Skager Back water a storm
arose and the ploneer faml lyrs l1ves were end.angered..  The smal l  vessel
was tosged about the masts dlpplng d.own lnto the waten. After a few
terrlble houns_they reached. thelr port and. board.ed. the l1ner Thlngvalls
for A.merlca. The Thlngyalle was most n1ce1y started. when the engfne
broke. They sal1ed. to-Copenhagen 1n Denmsrk for  repalrs.  Af ter  a weeks
delall -they started to crois the A tlant1c. Durtng ihe fourteen d.ays from
Denmerk to Aner lca.  the ploneerrs mother contracteO a severe ease oi
rheumatlc fever. Thls me-d.e the voyage very hard., the chlld.ren ranglng
from slx months to twelve years were-forced. to care for  one anothei .  as
best they couLd-. Thelr leavlng the shlp anil enterlng Castle Gardenfi,
New York must hqog- been qulte a. plcture. The mother-belng helpless was
carrled. on the fatherrs back and. a group of sma1l chlldreil fr l lhtened
and. uea.ry wlt! t le voyage oame trooplng behlnd., Next day they"left New
York for St. Pp-ul. There they restbd. In an lmmlgra.nt house 16r three
i lays.  Thls house $Ias a very unsanl tary place. T6ere were f1Lthy men,
lromenr &od ohtld.ren sltt lng about on the floor all- snohlng on clewlng
tobacco and. uslng vulgar language, From there they struc[ out for t[e1r
new home. It was 1a"te sprlng when they reached. Yellola' Med.lclne County
ln if lnnesota where the plone6r farnlly i lved, only a short t lnre. It seemed
to - t le ploneer famlIy they were movlng from worbe to worse. Cond. l t lons
ln lellow l, iedi.clne were dbplorable. fhe houses lrere overrun wlth rats.
trl lork was as scarce here lt a"ppea.r'ed ab 1t was ln Norway. [ lrs. Ashland"rs
cond' l t lon was ser loue and the baby, not a year old yet ,  we.s not thr lv lng.
For a tlme the ploneen belleved" they had na.d.e a fooltsh move for the haia
t lnes 1n Norway lserenrt  near l l  a.s bad e.s the posl t lon they were ln now.
I\, ir. 0mund Ashland., now thlrteen yea.rs o1d., set out to a farmer some m1les
from h1s home where he was ob11ged. to d.o a manrs work. One da.y whl1e
ct work a horse klcked. h1m cracklng h1s skul l  Just  between the- eyes.
-ls employer seened. to thlnk nothlng of the brulse but noured. allohol
lnto the wound. to take out the polson he sa-ld. Belng onry a. boy he wanted
-to go_home to hls nrother. He witrea a.l l the wa.y leaitng L trari of blood.
behlnd- hlm. A week later he went back but the farrner refused- to hlre
anyone who couldnrt  worh for  a wee l l t t le scra. tch.  Not d. lscouraged. at
thls he wa-lked to the next fa.rm where he found" work. lle and anof,her boy
were eent out twenty m1les f rom the farrn to herd a large herd of  cat t le.
They were to stay a month. After two weeks they had a*terrlf lc thund.en
storrn. Thls frlghtened the cattLe end they broke away. The boys worked.
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for hours and flnally corralled them. fn another two weeks the cattle
were herd.ed. home agaln. It was nlght when they came to the farn but the
boy belng anxlous to get home started. off. He lntend.ed. to surprlse h1s
mother and, crent oulet ly lnto the house, wh1le. fee1lng h1s way through
the entry he CIane.across hls baby. elster rrrho had d.led.-that da,i. Just a
ja.r passed. and the Ashla.ndr s d.ecld"ed. to move to the Dakota Terrltory.
fhey had- heard of the free land. the grea,t opportunltles there and they
also ha.d.  some relat lves 11v1ng the east eentfa.L part  of  what 1s now North
Dakota. Prepara.tlons urere mad.e for the long Journey whlch was to be made
1n covered wagons wlth oxen to d.raw them. The d"rlve was a hard and te-
d.lous trlp. " The roa.d.s were poor and there were very few brld.ges 1n
those d.ays. 0ftentlraes aL1 the loac.s ha-d. to be carrled. across the strea-ms
artlcle by artlcle for the water was hlgh and the wagons were low. Qne
team of oxen became larne. fhey stopped at a farm house where a man
tr lmmed" the oxen's hoofs but hb cl tbbed. them so cl-ose that thelr  feet
were worse than ever, so the fa-rmer made heavy felt boots and bound. them
on the oxenrs feet .  Thls protected. and the lameness was soon gone and.
the ploneer were once more on the way. The ploneer fanlly met-wlth few
obstacles af ter  tha. t  and ln less than*three weeks they ha.d reaehed thelr
dest1nat lo4, lhen cs. l led.  the Gal lat ln Fost Off lce on tLe Sheyenne Rlver
nlne m1les southeast of  Cooperstown. They stayed. for  a short  t lme wlth
re la t l ves .

In the sprlng of 1885, the ploneer and. hls father planned to take
e clalm. Thls was d.one by squatt lng as l t  was then cal led,  or  set t l lng
on a seet lon of  th ls la.nd".  Eech sett ler  was ent l t led to the seet lon
they l lved. on. They chose the north hal f  of  sect lon ten, range b9,
townshlp l-45.

The ploneers bulIt a sod. house and barn. fhe sod. house was four-
teen feet square.  l , iost  sod houses a. t  th ls t lme were al l  sod and. t rees
but the Ashland.r s put a good. f loor ln thelr home. fhe wa1ls were two
feet d.eep at the base and grew narrower at the top. The roof was mad.e
9f ! lg{"hes, twlgs and- brush p11-ed on three large poles across the top.
To f111 ln the sna.l1 open spaces they f11led them wlth hay. Thls struc-
ture had. one wlndow and one d-oor.  In 1884, the ploneertJ- father *"ae
an addltlon to the hut. fff is,part was fourteen by ten a,nd gs,ve then
ggod s lzed.  room.  The p loneer 's  pa . ren ts  were  busy  a t  a l l  th ings  ln  l t se l f .
The fa,ther mad.e the famllyrs shoes and all the furnlture a.nd Sven some
of the dlshes used were carved. out of wood., whlle the mother spun and. -l,nlove and. knltted for the fe-m11y. The bed.s lrere a wood.en frame wlth stla.w"or mattresses, chalrsr  €. f ld.  tables were me.de from the Logs brought f rom
f;he.Sheyenne. Asld.e from those thlngs furnlture was scarce. The froll-
and'rs were the nost for tunate people 1n the conmunlty for  they owned. a
Sewlng machlne

Gurlna Frolland.r &rr aunt of the ploneer, was the buslest bod.y ln
the household. durlng the summer, lBBb: Sfie rrqas staylng wlth the i loneerfamtly preparlng her wedd.lng outflt.

_&leetlngs were held. ln the house of the d-lfferent people, ft hap-
pened. the.t t lne folks met at the Frolland. homestead. on one partlcular
d e o .
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Whlle there a terrlf lc bllzza-rd arose and the people were ob11ged. to
etay at the hut for three d.ays, for ]olj-zzard"s always lasted three d.ays.
The house was so full and- so smaIl that they had to take turns sleeplng.

The ploneer fa-ml lyt  s pogsesslons were gradual ly lncreaslng, €s-
' rc ia l ly  thelr  stock.  fh ls requlred. a better and. larger barn so tbey
s€t to work and bu1lt a barn twenty-s1x feet w1d.e and. forty feet 1ong.
The barn was bul l t  on the sane pr lnclples as the house.

Grlggs County was a large level pralrle wlth no trees for mlles anil
m1les about the F'ro11and. honestead. The Fort Totten Road. comlng from
Fort  Totten ran Just west of  the sod. stable.  I t  was a comnon thlng to
see snall bands of Ind.lans travellng thls roa.d-. They often stopped. at
the ploneer home bo buy food or feed for thelr  horses.

In the ear ly elght les the nearest  tovrn wa.s Ve. lLey Cl ty,  whlch c lose
as l t  seems now tha,t  we have automobl les,  was a great d. lstance for ox
teams and even horses. },1,r. Ashlandl d.rove to Va11ey CltU to have h1s
wheat ground to flour and brought back other provlslons. Thls trlp took
h1m several  d.ays.  Late ln 1883 the branch l1ne of  the Northern Pacl f lc
was bullt to Cooperstown. The rallroad bul-lt up Cooperstown and. brought
rnany convenlences for the ploneers.

The Frolland.rs flrst nelghbors were the Fred. Wlll- lams farnlly to the
north, T. T. Fuglestad. and. Jens Bul-1 famll1es to the south and Jorgen
Soma, an uncle of  the ploneer,  to the east.

The flrst lmplernent used by the ploneer wag the walklng plow d.rawn
by ox teams. The oxen were very hard.  to control  as relns were not used..
They were managed. by word.s such as nhawn and. ttgee rf to turn to left or
rlght. Toward. noon the oxen wou1d. hea.r no command.s but would dellbera.tely
turn home. 0ftentlmes when the oxen saw a slough or a green mead.ow they
would walh fron the fleld. to drlnk or graze.

The early crops &ir. Ashland. ralsed. were maln1y wheat. The flrst he
broke seven acres of  land and had a very good. y le ld.

For fuel Mr.
lt was green wood.
smoked. so that lt

Ashland. had. to go to the Sheyenne Rlver for lsood. and.
so they had to dry l t  ln the oven 1n the stove and l t
nade the house fuI I  of  smoke.

The ploneer famlly ha.d. at all t lmes a good" supply of food and a gooil
gneLter. Thelr maln he.rdshlps were the storms and. pralrle flres. The
flre of the faLl of 1885 burned. up nea.rJ-y all the settlers graln and. ha,y,
lhe ploneerr s father was Lucky not to lose eny graln anct hay. The plo-
neer saw the flre come $ rnl1e off, he hltehed. up the three oxen and plow€dl
a few furrows whlch kll led the flre. fhe ploneer saved all the bulld-lngs
of nelghbors. The fle,,nes were hlgher than a house, when the flre was
ten rod"s away lt l1t the tops of the hay stacks. The chlld.ren and" wlfe
stayed./1n the sod. bu1ld.1ngs because lt could- not burn s"nd they were
saved' The flre traveled. to the Sheyenne Rlver. It went through aL1
of North Dakota.
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3{r. Ashland. waLked to the nelghbors once and. whlle he was thene a
storn arose and the nelghbors d.ld. not want h1n to Leave beeauee they
thought he would. get lost, but he salcl hls rnother would worry for hln
so he left anil faced. the storn. ffiren he got home hls faee wis all. coveneil
wlth 1ce. The storn besame so bacl that no one eouLd move outsld.e.

In the sprlng ffir. Aen-land d.rove the etock to Fort A tchlson anil
they grazed. there-aLL elunmen. He had to pay one clollar per head..

Illr. and. .Mrs. AshLand had elght oh1ld.ren. They ane blr. Arnold"lAsh-
lagtc l ,  gt .  CLoud, Mlnn.,  nf i rs.  L.  L ler ,  Lfose, North Dakota,  Mr.  Jeng B.
Ashland, Cgoperstown, $[. Da}t. , H?. Osoarr-,Ashl'enil$. Hannaforil, N. Dak. ,
$lr. A1bert Ashland., Cooperstown, N. Dak., Mr. Henry Ashland, Sllverton,
Bregon, Mr. Roy Ashland., Cooperstown, N. Dak., Mr. lTaLter Ashland, Coopers-
town, N. Dak.

The pnesent home of Mn. AshLand ls gectlon 9, fownshlp L45, and.
rangg 59' Just west of oLd. Fort [otten road. Slb].ey Fort pope L nlLe
north gest of Mr. Ashl-and.
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*d-h*me *gr ln" I*  w*,a rr l$rr t  sh*; : ,  r ' " l r*y u**e' to t ; r*  f* l r . , t  l ;ut  t lw b_ty
be,t|i.;r r;ilx*"{sils &,* 4e* }:*.ry* *r+rt**. .*f,f" i{q lntane$e* g* {:i:rprl*s bls
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