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blew so:hard that‘ titook"W
cher’s: whxskersy

‘thinking' it'th "dym'

neglected subject for ht’imane work
‘Did th Jrosty walks crackiso Toudly
ithati G W Saylesmma”’g ned he saw
the %moke obtained. and. powder burp-
ed facef_‘ of. a: preach‘é ‘begin to
hunt: for an ambulance nd_ stretcher?
Is itiso-that' the . price: of coal got so:
‘high that they had. tocall out the hook-
and: ladder company every ime a citi-
zen wanted any? . .

All ‘of the above unconﬁ . ed rﬁmom

A LS

‘fuel for the askmg to feel very sohc1~-
‘tous for ¢ «

I migh add that’ to~d4y wa!klng ‘along.
Mam Stil saw metchants' lower theu‘

lick a stamp or her’ yo ng hopeful of'a i
tender ‘age,. and Dr: erght stayed at

home’ one-whole day .
shadow- froze in: the walkvgomg to’ hm"
barn. . Geo. Harter, had® an i immense *
snow bank in the rear:of his-house, -
but being an: expert in over coming -
lifficulites erected a derrick by which
e ‘drewhimself over'the ‘bank rather * )
than go to the trouble:of -shoveling it? o
way.. The drivers of testing machines,
f ther Kissel Motor Ca Co.. have had,
nuch enjoyment lately “in 3 racmg on
hemlll pond, but the: snowis so deep -
hat only the head of “the drivers can’
e seen while .the snow ﬁles ‘in silvry
louds,’ but it serves asa gr:eat adver-
1sement for ‘the ompany as their

hat are able_fo bear, such a strain. -

Hartford isa. wonderful place-this
7inter; and thn]]mg narratxves could
e told ‘of “the domgs There did space
-ermlt, \but as it 'is you “had better "

o
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Rev. Jasmes H. Baldwin

Jamtes H. Baldwin was born in Spencertown, New York, in 1814. Re-
celving his preliminsry training for college at Stockbridge, Mass., he
came west for his collegiate and theologicsl courses at Oberlin, Ohio,
and still farther west to begin his ministry. He commenced preaching
as a licentiste in the Virginia settlement in licHenry county, Illinois

nd after a year, became the minister of what is now the Presbyterien
‘€hurch of Ridgefield, Illinols. There he was ordained by the Ottawa ;
Presbytery February 10, 1847. 'He remsined here seven years, when failing
health compelled him to give up preaching for a time. On regaining

health he went to Wisconsin, where he worked st Baldwin, Black River
Falls, Prescott and other piaces.

In the winter of 1878-1879, after correspondence with Rev. MNr.
Stevens, pastor of the Presbyterian church of Fargo, Mr. Baldwin came
to North Dskota as an exploring end orgsnizing missionary between Fargo
and Jamestown. With one exception lir. Baldwin was the only English
speakling preacher there. At that time llapleton, Casselton, Wheatland,
Valley City and Jamestown were small villages. Jamestown was then a
little o0ld dilgpidated shenty town, formerly a temporary terminus of
the railroad, and which hsd received supplies for Fort Totten. He began
presching at llapleton, Wheatland and Jamestown on Sunday and st Valley
City during the week. The railroad furnished him a free pass, which
continued for several years.

On Mr. Baldwin's first visit to Jamestown he secured the use of a
small tarpaper covered shanty belonging to a young man who was teaching
a subscription school for his first service, on condition of his fur-
nishing his own fuel and light. He hired = boy to draw some wood and
borrowed some lamps of neighbors. In the morning he had eight hearers,
in the evening thirteen. The second service was held in the depot, end
efterwards in a smell room vacant for the winter. In the spring a small
bullding Jjust sheeted up, with noteven the cracks battened, was used.
Here the first Sunday school was organized. Mr. Bsldwin organized Pres-
byterian churches at Jamestown, Wheatlsnd (which contained a settlement
of Scotech and Scetch-Irish from Canada), Tower City, Mepleton, Casselton
and Buffslo. Sunday schools were organlzed at 211 theseplaces. No
organization was made at Valley City. The Congregationalists contested
every Presbyterian organization.

After state supplies and pastors were secured for the towns on the
maln line, Mr. Baldwin established Presbyterien churches at Ayr, Page,
“olgate,; Broadlawn, Galesburg and Erie. In his work in Dskots Mr.
~eldwin traveled over 50,000 miles, mostly on wheels and runners. In

his travels he had seversl experiences in getting lost on the trackless
prairies in winter. >

During the last few years of his 1ife he organized g church at

- Hannaford and at Bsldwin, s place nameé in his honor. He preached at
Mardell, and also at Riverside, but in neither of these pleces d4id he

make a church organizatipn. lr. Baldwin died in Cooperstown llay 7, 1902,

in his eighty-eighth year.

State Historical Society of North Dekota - Vol. 2
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lCOOPERSTOWN  SENTINAL COURIER

QGt. 3,1913. : DAVID BARTLETT.

David ‘Bartlett died on Oct 16 1913 at Newton Mass. where he had been taken to
.reéceive treatment. A year ago he wae stricken with paralysis and confined to
his home for several weeke. He was then removed to North Mass where he and
Mrs. Bertlett took up their abode. Since that time Mr. Bertlett's condition
gradually beceme worse.

Mr. Bartlett was one of Cooperstownls most prombeing businees men,and a
leader in matters {f political.

Mr. B-- was borngfé &c.(Here follows this biography. You sent me two.)
He was a man of deep convittions and was ajways a staunch supporter of the
prohibition 3aw, and will go down in the history of this community as a man
of great influence for good.

Besides hisg wife Mr. Bartlett is survived by two brothers and other rel=
atives, all of whom reside in the eastlThe funeral was held Oct 19, 1913
at Newton Mass.



. . |
LK |

David Bartlett 7 }(-/ / e N W;
| for

David Bartlett was born at Lemornma, Maine on QOct. 23, 1855. He graduated from the
University of Michigan in 1876 and of the Law School there. He was admitted to practice
in 1897, went to ColoraéQ\in 1880 apﬁ came to Cooperstown in 1883.> Here he entered a
partnership with Julius;St;vens in‘léw'and real estate. He returned to Colorado for a

time, but came back to Cboperstoﬁﬁcln“1887, and here made his home.

Mr, Bartlett was president of the first baseball club in 1883, and a member of the

A

first commercial club in 1888,
In state affairs Mr, Bartlett was a member: of the North Dakota Constitutional
Convention in 1889. He was glected Lieutenant Governor in 1300, 1902, and 1904. He was

a member ¥ l :
/the North Dakota Commission of the Pan-American Exposition Buffalo in 1901, and of
N

the Exposition at St. Louis in 1903, ‘;

1
Kr. Bartlett married Ella Trundy of Searsport, Maine on Feb. 5,(1994.) She was a
ﬁéraduaté‘of'the New England Conservatory of Music.

Mr. Bartlett died Oct. 16, 1913 at Newton, Mass. following a stroke in 1912.

Mrs, Bartlett died in 1935 in lMassachusetts. lhere were no children.
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-PIONEER BIOGRAPEY
James Bartron II

Mr. and ¥rs. James Bartron IT were the names of my grandparents.
James Bartron II was born October 30, 1834 in Potter County, Pa., near
Athens. He was married to Sarah Hulett near Winterburn.

He spent his boyhood and youth in this vicinity working on a farm
and in different lumber mills. After his marrisge he lived in Balti-
more and also Williamsport superintending different saw mills in which
fine lumber was made. Mr. and Mrs. Bartron were active in the city
life of Baltimore and it was while here he was made a ¥night Tamplar.

Hearing of obtaining land in the west by meeting certain small
requirements he determined tc gain some for himself and growing sons.
So he left his wife and children in Waverly, New York and struck out
for the west, going by rail to Bismarck. At that time the railroad
extended to Dickinson. Fe arrived in Bismarck April 1, 1882. The
trip was made bv team to Coal Harbor, McLean County, sixty five miles

"north of Bismarck.

Five miles north of Coal Farbor this pioneer erected a log shack
in township 147, section 11, range 84, and lived there alone three years.
The shack was of logs and the roof of split poles and sod. All poles
and logs were secured from the woods along the Missouri River which
was just a few miles distant. :

The family of this pioneer arrived in Bismarck in February 1885 on
a cold bleak day. The ground was covered with snow and huge icicles
hanging from the water wagons was guite a decided changce from the mild
climate of New York where green grass could be seen from under the snow,
and the pioneer's family felt this chance keenly.

The trip to the homestead north of Coal Harbor was made bv three
horses hitched to a covered wagon. The family endured intense suffering
from the cold though stones were heated to keep them warm. It took
several days to make the trip, driving a certain distance each dav. This
home to which the pioneer brought his wife, four sons and one daughter
was located on the prairie where one could look mileg and miles and see
nothing but a rolling prairie with not a tree in sight. In order to
have groves on these prairies the government gave the homesteaders a
certain number of acres if they would plant tree claims. VYear after
vear the pioneer, wife, and five children would plant small trees and
the hot winds and drought would come and burn them all and not a patch
of trees could be seen on any of the prairie.

For a season or two the men worked in & gmall sawmill on the
river and as carpenters making lumber from cottonwood which was sold to
the pioneers for shacks. =

This pioneer was superintendent of Fort Stevenson for a while
having been appointed by the Indian Agent at Fort Rerthold to oversee
the Indian School that was organized by the government at Fort Steven-
gson which the soldiers had recently abandoned. :

In that locality to gain a large head of horses was thé& ambition
of each homestesder and there were alwavs lots of cowboves t0 brear the
bronchos. The pioneer's wife often remarked that she alwayes had more
cowboys to feed than her own fanily. Tn those days it was an unwritten
law that all strangers were welcome at mealtime.

Thile there was an'Indian school st Fort Stevenson medicine and
doctors were eagily gotten which made it so convenient for the. settlers.
Major Gifford, LeReawx, and C. A. Burton were the other superintendents
&t the Fort and C.. A. Hall had Fort Berthold in charge. Later the
Indians--Rees and Oros Ventres--wene Temoved to Elbow Woods from Fort

62



James Bartron II (continued)

Berthold. ¥r. Hall's son 1w still there.

The Indians were frequent visitors to the homestead, always
begging for something to eat. The pioneer's wife, though never really
afraid of them, yet had thelr former atrocitiee in her mind and would
give them almoest anything she had, such as loaves of bread and large
pleces of pork or beef. One night a small band of Indians camped in
the yard and they begged to have one of the dogs. The boys reluctantly
gave the dog to the Indians and the mother of the boys asked what the
Indians did with the dog. One of the boys =aid, "The last I saw of
the dog a rope was put around its neck snd there was an Indian at each
end of the rope pulling it." "Oh, dear," the mother said with horror.
"Are they golng to eat it tonightt®

Venison was alwave easily secured as living so near the woods a
great many deer were killed. At one time there were seven deer hanging
up all dressed. There were no buffalo to be seen at this time though
they were still numerous farther west near Dickin nson, but their bones
were found all over the prairies and Indian arrows conld be found, sev-
eral in a day, as these were what the Indians had ¥illed the buffalo
with. Large herds of beautiful fleet antelope could be seen but were
very ﬁelﬁOﬂ k¥illed as they roamed on the prairies and were verv hard to
get near enough to shoot them. For several summers picking up buffalo
bones gave the pioneers a 1little money, as big and 1little would take
& wagon and roam over the prairies pioklng up these white bleached bones.
Then the men would take the load to Minot and sell it. Great stacks
of the bones could be seen near the depot to be shipped to eastern
points to be used in refining sugar. At one time the buffalo were so
numerous that a very large herd of them crossed the Missouri while a
steam boat was passing and stopped the steamboat. A few otter, mink
and muskrats could be found in the near by creeks. Covotes and wolves
could be heard every winter night. Coyotes did not do very much danage
though the dogs would be killed and ezten if they would chase the coy-
otes and get in a fight with them. Often young calves or colts would
be taken by the wolves. The garter and blow snakes were often seen
in the grass but were harmless.

Lack of school was felt by thig family. The school term was
usually held three or four months during the winter in Cocal Harbor.

The children usually managed to attend sometimes driving and other times
staying in town and attending.

Year after year crops would be DTanted and the hot winds would
pburn them up. Besides the drought they had the prairie fires to con-
tend with. Great huge masses of flames would sweep over the prairie
burning everything before it, as soon as the grags began to*dry which
was in very early summer. The first thought of every pioneer was to
plough fire breaks around the entire farm. At first one wide strip
of ploughing was made but this was found insufficient as tHe fires
would leap over creeks, roads or these strips so two strips of plough-
ing were made several rods apart and the grass burned between the two
strips. When a fire was seen appreaching by great leaps and bownds
all hands would rush for sacks and paile of water, dousing the sacks
into the water then whipping the fire until not a spark was left.

Once a great fire was rushinc toward the house, flames eight to ten
feet hizh. Everything was carried out and placed near a spring. The
little girl came out hugging her dolly thinking all would be well if



James Bartron II (continued)

became. Finally the little girl ran over to the neighbors but before
anyone returned the Indian quietly put them away and left.

While in Coal Harbor many were the various duties the pioneer and
his wife had to perform. Ceorge S. Robinson lost their third child, a
tiny baby. The pioneer made a coffin out of rough lumber planning
them as best he could. Fis wife lined it with cotton and white material
and the baby was laid in it and buried a short distance from town. The
father pronouncing a few words of benedi~tion over the grave. The
doctor lived twentv five miles away at Washburn and once when the
pioneer's wife was very sick one of her sons rode horseback all one
night to go to Washburn and back to obtain medicine.

After eight years residence in Coal Harbor the family moved to
Bismarck to secure an education to the three vounger children. The
descendants of the pioneer are Ferbert Bartron, Bowdoin, Mont., James
Bartron, Neche, N. Dak., Marton Bartron, Douglas, N. Dak., Artley
Bartron, Seattle, Washington, and Mrs. Walter J. Houghton, Cooper stown,
N. Dak.

This pioneer passed away February 1918 at Leeds and is now resting
in the Cooperstown cemetery.

This is written by the pioneer's grand-daughter.

Homestead certificate No. 1597, application no. 1815. Northwest
quarter of section 11 in township 147 north of range 84 west of the
5th principle meridian in Worth Dakota containing sixty ecres.

Recorded 3lst day of October 1820. 8igned by President Benjamin
Harrison, Ellen Macfarland, Asst. Sec., J. R. Conewell, Recorder.

¥rs. James Bartron died April 17, 1918, in Seattle, Washington.
She was born at Athens, Pennsylvania, September 22, 1842, and married
January 18, 1lues.

-~-Jean Bartron

65



He spent his boyhood znd youth in this vieinity working on a farm
and in different lumber mills. After his merrisge he lived in Baltimore
and also Williamsport superintending different saw mills in which fine
lumber was made. Mr. and Mrs. Bartron were sctive in the city life of
Baltimore and it was while here he was made g Knight Templar.

requirements he determined to gaeln some for himself snd growing sons.

S0 he left his wife snd children in Waverly, New York and struck out for
the west, going by reil to Bismarck. At that time the rsilrosd extended
to Dickinson. He arrived in Bismarck April 1, 1882. The trip was made
by team to Coal Harbor, McLean County, sixty five miles north of Bis-
marck.

Five miles north of Cosl Harbor this pioneer erected a log sheck in
township 147, section 11, renge 84, and lived there slone three yesrs.
The shack was of logs and the roof of split poles and sod. All poles
and logs were secured from the woods along the Missouri River. which

The family of this plone-r asrrived in Bismerck in Februasry, 1885,
on a cold blesk day. The ground wegs covered with snow and huge 1icicles
hanging from the water Wagons was quite g decided change from the mild
climete of New York where green grass could be seen from underr the
8now, and the pioneer'sg femily felt this change keenly.

The trip to the homestead north of Coal Harbor was made by three
horses hitched to a covered wagon. The family endured intense suffering
from the cold though stones were hested to keep them warm. It took
several days to mske the trip, driving a certsin distance each day.

This home to which the ploneer brought his wife, four sons and one
daughter was located on the preirie where one could look miles and miles

Year after year the pPioneer, wife, and five children would plant small
trees and the hot winds and drought would come and burn them all and not
& patch of trees could be seen on any of the prairie.

For a season or two the men worked in o smell sswmill on the river
end as carpenters making lumber from cottonwood which Wes s0ld to the
pioneers for shacks.

This pioneer was superintendent of Fort Stevenson for a2 while having
been gppointed by the Indien Agent at Fort Berthold to oversee the
Indian school_thnt Was organized by the government at Fort Stevenson



Blography of Jesmes Bartron II
i --Jean Bertron

which the soldiers hed recently sbandoned.

In that locality to gein s large heed of horses was the ambition of
each homesteader snd there were always lots of cowboys to bresk the
bronchos. The pioneer's wife often remarked that she slways had more
* Wboys to feed than her own family. In those days 1t was an unwritten
law that all strangers were welcome st mealtime.

While there was an Indian school at Fort Stevenson, medicine and
doctors were easlly gotten which made it so convenient for the settlers.
Major Gifford, LeReaux, and C. A. Burton were the other superintendents
at the Fort and C. A. Hall had Fort Berthold in charge. Later the
Indigns--Rees and Gros Ventres--were removed to Elbow-Woods from Fort
Berthold. Mr. Hall's son is still there.

The Indians were frequent visitors to the homestead, always begging
for something to eat. The pioneer's wife, though never really afraid
of them, yet had their former atrocities in her mind snd would give them
elmost anything she had, such as loaves of bread snd large pileces of
pork or beef. One night 2 small 4 band of Indians camped in the yard
and’ they begged to have one of the dogs. The boys reluctently gave the
dog to the Indians and the mother of the boys asked what the Indisns did
with the dog. One of the boys said, "The last I saw of the dog & rope
was put around its neck and there was an Indian at each end of the rope
pulling." "Ch, dear," the mother said with horror. '"Are they going to
eat 1t tonight2"

Venlson was always essily secured as living so near the woods &
great many deer were killed. At one time there were seven deer henging
upall dressed. There were no buffelo to be seen at this time though
they were still numerous farther west near Dickinson, but their bones
were found 211 over the prairies and Indien srrows could be found, sev-
eral in a day, as these were what the Indians had killed the buffalo
with. Large herds of besutiful fleet antelope could be seen but here
very seldem killed as they roamed on the prairies snd were very hard to
get near enough to shoot them. For several summers picking up buffalo
bones gave the pioneers a 1little money, as blg and 1little would tske a
Wagon and roam over the prairies picking up these white bleached bones.
Then the men would take the load to Minot snd sell it. Great stacks of
the bones could be seen nesr the depot to be shipped to eastern points
to be used in refining sugasr. At one time the buffslo were so numerous
tlat a very large herd of them crossed the Missouri while s steam boat
was pessing and stopped the steamboat. A few otter, mink and muskrats
could be found in the near by creeks. Coyotes and wolves could be heard
every winter night. Coyotes did not do very much damage though the dogs
would be killed snd eaten if they would chase the coyotes and get in 2
fight with them. Often young calves or colts would be taken by the
wolves. The garter and blow snakes were often seen in the grass but were
harmless.

_ Lack of school was felt by this family. The school term was usually
held three or four months durlng the winter in Coal Harbor. The chil-
dren usually mansged to attend sometimes driving and other times ¥ steying
in town and attending. '



Biography of James Bartron II
--Jean Bartron

Year after year crops would be planted and the hot winds would burn
them up. Besides the drought they had the prairie fires to contend with. .
Great huge messes of flames would sweep over the prairie burning every-
thing before it, as soon as the grass began to dry which was in very
€' 'rly summer., The first thought of every pioneer was to plough fire
breaks around the entire farm. At first one wide strip of ploughing was
made but this was found insufficient as the fires would lesp over creeks,
roads or these strips so two strips of ploughing were made seversl rods
apart and the grass burned between the two strips. When s fire was seen
epproaching by great leaps and bounds all hands would rush for sscks and
palls of water, dousing £ the sacks into the water then whipping the fire
until not a spark was left. Once a great fire was rushing towerd the
house, flames eight to ten feet high. Everything wss carried out and
placed near a spring. The little girl came out hugging her dolly thinking
ell would be well if her dolly was saved. The fire reached the fire
bregks and died out.

The winters were intensely cold and long and quantities of snow.
Blizzard after blizzsrd. One instance was when the stock in the barn
hed no water for four days with the exception of some snow which was
glven them. Often during a blizzard they were not watered until the
third day. Sometimes a rope would be attached to a person's waist or
attached to the house and barn and in thet way they would go to the
suffering horses or cattle though this was not entirely safe as the snow
was so suffocating and blinding it was not wise to venture out into it.

The fall that the ploneer and family left Coal Harbor the winter
ceme on unexpectedly early. Just before Thenksgiving a young boy ebout
flfteen started across the prairie with s flock of sheep to Turtle Lske.
- A blizzard ceme up the boy wes frozen to death and most of the sheep
were lost. Several different parties searched for his body but it could
not be found. The next spring the pioneer's eldest sonfound parts of
the body, parts that the wolves had left. Stones had ¥ to be put in the
coffin so the mother would not notice the lightness of weight at the
funeral.

The trading in the winter time was done by horseback. Spring was
enxiously weited for as to get to town for some of the nexessities.
Coal and wood was easily secured from the Missourl River as there are
great veins of lignite cosl all along the eastern banks of the river.
Trere 1s elso a burning coal mine from which smoke can be seen issuing.
The whole top is honeycombed where the cosl has been burned. Further
to the east, a distance from the river, buffalo chips were used for
fuel though people would haul wood from the river going a distance of
twenty miles and more.

Patrick O'Connor the nearest néighbor wes about two and & helf
miles awey. They were of Irish descent of the lower class but proved
to be kind neighbors. Peter Longbelle located s year or so later sbout
a mile northwest of the hogestesad.
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The farm mechinery was very limited as everything had either to be
brought by steamboat from Bismerck or carted by team a distance of six-
ty five miles to Coel Harbor from Bismarck.

. The family lived on the homestead five years asnd then moved to Coal
Harbor. Here the older boys engaged in driving mall routes. One from
Washburn to Fort Berthold and the other from Coal Harbor by the way of
Hencock to Weshburn. Each took two days to mske the trip. The piopeer
had a blacksmith shop and was also engaged in fsrming. Coal Harbor was
e smgll place boasting of one store and hotel combined, owned by George
S. Robinson, he and his wife both English, a school, and five dwelling
houses, also 2 log building built by Mr. Robinson for the accommodation
of Indians, especlally during wet weather. Also here the Indians were
ones greatest friends. Once when there was quite a large encampment of
them in town some of the older ones invited all the town to one of their
dances in this log building. After everyone wes in two of the large
husgky Indlans stationed themselves in the small doorway with tomshawks
in thelr hands and after the Indian dance they made each one pay ten
cents before they could leave. One quiet afternoon when only the pion-
eer's wife and dasughter were in the house an old Indian by the name of
Texas Joe walked into the house making himself perfectly at home. Soon
he began to sharpen a butcher knife and a razor, the more he sharpened
them the more nervous the pioneer's wife became. Finally the little
girl ran over to the neighbors but before anyone returned the Indisn
quietly put them awsy and left.

While in Cosel Harbor meny were the various duties the pioneer and
his wife had to perform. George S. Robinson lost their third child, a
tiny baby. The pioneer mede a little coffin out of rough lumber planing
them as best he could. His wife lined i1t with cotton snd while materisal
and the baby was laid in it end buried a short distance from town. The
father pronouncing a few words of benediction over the greve. The doctor
lived twenty five miles away at Washburn and once when the pioneer's wife
was very sick one of her sons rode horseback all one night to go to
Washburn and back to obtain medicine.

After elght years residence in Cozal Harbor the family moved to Bis-
marck to secure an educetion for the three younger children.

The descendants of the pioneer are Herbert Bartron, Bowdoin, lont.,
Ja‘«es Bartron, Neche, N. Dsk., Merton Bartron, Douglas, N. Dak., Art-
ley Bartron, Seattle, Washington, and lirs. Welter J. Houghton, Cooperstown,
N. Dak.

Thls ploneer passed sway Februery, 1918, at Leeds and is now resting
in the Cooperstown cemetery.

This 1s written by the piloneer's grand-daughter.

Homestead certificate No. 1597, gpplication No. 1615. Northwest
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quarter of section 11 in township 147 north of range 84 west of the 5th

principle meridian in North Dskota containing sixty scres. Recorded
8lst day of October, 1890. Signed by President Benjamin Harrison, Ellen

Macfarland, Asst. Sec., J. B. Conewell, Recorder.

| Mrs. James Bartron died April 17, 1918, in Seattle, Washington.
She was born at Athens, Pennsylvanis, September 22, 1842, snd married

January 18, 18886.
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the Indilan school that was organized by the government at Fort Stevenson
(which the soldiers had recently abandoned).

In that locality, to gain a large head of horses was the ambition
. [ each homesteader and there were always lots of cowboys to breask the
Bronchos. The pioneer's wife often remarked that she always had more
.cowboys to feed than her own :family. In those days it was an unwritten
law that all strangers were welcome at mealtime.

While there was an Indian school at Fort Stevenson, medicine and
doctors were easily obtained which made it so convenient for the settlers.
Ma jor Gifford, Le Reaux and C. A. Burton were the other superintendents
at the Fort and C. A, Hall had Fort Berthold in charge. ILater the Indians-
Fees and Gros Ventres--were removed from Fort Berthold to Elbow-Woods.

Mr. Hall's son is still there.

The Indians were frequent visitors to the homestead, always begging
for something to eat. The pioneer's wife, though never really afrasid
of them, yet had their former atrocities in her mind and would give them
almost anything she had, such as loaves of bread, and large pieces of
pork or beef.

One night a small band of Indians camped in the yard, and they begged
to have one of the dogs. The boys reluctantly gave the dog to the Indi-
ans, and the mother of the boys asked what the Indians did - with the
dog. One of the boys said, "The last I saw of the dog & rope was put
around 1ts neck and there was an Indian at each end of the rope pulling.”

"Oh dear!" the mother said with horror. "Are they going to eat it
tonight?"

Venison was always easily secured as living so near the woods a
great many deer were killed. At one time there were seven deer hanging
up all dressed. There were no buffalo to be seen at this time although
they were still numerous farther west near Dickinson. Their bones were
found all over the prairies and Indian arrows could be found several in
a day, as these were what the Indians had killed the buffalo with.

Large herds of beautiful, fleet antelope could be seen but were very
seldom killed as they roamed on the prairies and were very hard to get
,near enough to shoot. For several summers picking up buffalo bones gave
“she pioneers a little money, as big and little would take a wagon and

/roam over the prairies picking up these white, bleached bones. Then the
men would take the load to Minot and sell it. Great stacks of the bones
could be seen near the depot to be shipped to eastern points to be used
in refining sugar. G

At one time the buffalo were so numerous that a very large herd of
them crossed the Missouri while a steam boat was passing and stopped
the steamboat., :

A few otter, mink and muskrats could be found in the near by creeks.'
Coyotes and wolves could be heard every winter night. Coyotes did not
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do very much damage though the dogs would be killed and eaten if they
-would chase the coyotes and get in a fight with them. O0ften young calves
or colts would be taken by the wolwes. The garter and Ylow snakes were
~often seen _in the grass but were harmless.

N Lack of school was felt by this family. The school term was usually
~held three or four months during the winter in Coal Harbor. The children
usually managed to attend, sometimes driving and other times staying in

town and attending. :

Year after year crops would be planted and the hot winds would burn
them‘up. Besides the drought they had the prairie fires to contend with.
Great huge masses of flames would sweep over the prairie burning every- '
thing before it as soon as the grass began to dry, which was in very
early summer. The first thought of every pioneer was to plough fire
breaks around the entire farm. At first one wide strip of ploughing was
made, but this was found insufficient as the fires would leap over creeks,
roads, or these strips; so two strips of ploughing were made several
rods apart, and the grass burned between the two strips. When a fire
was seen approaching by great leaps and bounds, all hands would rush for
sacks and palls of water, dousing the sacks into the water, then whip-
ping the fire until not a spark was left.

Once a great fire was rushing toward the house, flames eight to ten
feet high. Everything was carried out and placed near a spring. The
little girl came out hugging her dolly thinking all would be well if
her dolly was saved. The fire reached the fire breaks and idied out.

The winters were intensely cold and long, with quantities of snow
in blizzard after blizzard.--One instance was when the stock in the barn
had no water for four days with the exception of some snow which was
given them.-- Often during a blizzard they were not watered until the
third day. Sometimes a rope would be attached to a person's waist or
attached to the house and barn and in that way they could go to the
suffering horses or cattle. This was not entirely safe though as the
snow: was so suffocating and blinding it was not wise to venture out into
1ts

- The fall that the pioneer and his family left Coal Harbor, the win-
ter came on unexpectedly early. Just before Thanksgiving, a young boy
about fifteen started across the prairie with a flock of sheep to Turtle

- 4ake. A Dblizgard came up and the boy was frozen to death and mo#st of
“the sheep were lost. Several different parties searched for his body,
but 1t could not be found. The next spring the pioneer's oldest son
found parts of the body--parts that the wolves had left. Stones”had to
be put Iin the coffin so the mother would not notice the lightness of

weight at the funeral.

The trading in the winter time was done by horseback. Spring was
anxiously waited for so as to get to town for some of the necessities.

Coal and wood was easily secured from the Missouri River as there
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are great veins of lignite coal all along the eastern banks of the river.
.There is also a burning coal mine from which smoke can be seen issuing.
The whole top is honeycombed where the coal has been burned. Further

to the east, a distance from the river, buffalo chips were used although
people would haul wood from the river, going a distance of twenty miles
~and more.

Patrick O'Connor, the nearest neighbor, was about two and a half
miles away. They were of Irish descent of the lower class but. proved
to be kind neighbors. Peter Longbelle located a year or so later asbout
a mile northwest of the homestead. :

The farm machinery was very limited as everything had either to be
brought by steamboat from Bismarck or carted by team & distance of sixty-
five miles to Coal Harbor from Bismarck.

The family lived on the homestead flve years and then moved to Coal
Harbor.. Here the older boys engaged in driving mail routes. One drove
from Washburn to Fort Berthold and the other dreve from Coal Harbor by
the way of Hancock to Washburn. Each took two days to make the trip.
James Bartron had a blacksmith shop and also engaged in farming. Coal
Harbor was a small place boasting of one store and hotel combined, owned
by George S. Robinson (He and his wife both English), a school and five
dwelling houses; also a log building built by Mr. HRobinson for the
accommodation of Indians, especlally during wet weather. Also here the
Indians were one's greatest friends.

Once when there was quite a large encampment of them In town some
of the older ones Invited all the town to one of thelr dances in this
log building. After everyone was in, two of the large husky Indians
stationed themselves in the small doorway with tomahawks in their hands,
and after the Indlan dance they made each one pay ten cents before they:
could leave.

One quiet afternoon when only the Pioneer's wife and daughter were
in the house, an 0ld Indian by the name of Texas Joe walked into the
house making himself perfectly at home. ©Soon he bega® to sharpen a butch-
er knife and a razor,., The more he sharpened them the€¢ more nervous the
pioneer's wife became, Finally the 1little girl ran over ¥o the nelighbors
but before anyone returned, the Indian quietly put them away and left.

While in Coal Harbor, many were the variouvs duties the pioneer and
“his wife had t® perform. George S, Robinsons lost their third child, a
tiny baby. James Bartron made a little coffin out of rough lumber, plan—
ning as best he could. His wife lined 1t with cotton and whitevmaterial
and the baby was-laid in it and buried a short distance from town., The
father pronounced a few words of benedictlon over the grave.

.The doctor lived twenty-five miles away at Washburn and once when
the pioneer's wife was very sick, one of her sons rode horseback all one

night o go to Washburn and back to obtain medicine.
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Amelia Decherl

Amelia Becherl was born in Germany in 1880, 8She came to the United Stetes
in 1882 in the fall with her parents, Mr., end Urs. Carl Arndt, She had one sister
and five brothers. They all settled at Casseltoa, North Dakotea, but didn't stay
too lenge Thon they came to & ferm ebout two and e half miles southwest of Jessie
and homesteaded at ouce.

They lived in & sod shanty and had a scd barn, In 1895 they built a new bern
end in 1896 & new house, and in 1867 their new granary.

fmelie went to sohool at the MeCulloch end Iweed schools. In 1909 she married
John Becherl. They moved to Superior, Wisconsin, There they had a confectionary
stores, Tn 1911 their first child (liyrtle) was born, She married lir. Ben Kenningers

From there they moved to & farm north of Jessle, and started to farm., They
hed two sons, Roy and Harry, and another deughter, Lillian, married Julius Suess.

lre. and Mrs. Becherl farmed until he died in 1938, She then made her home with
her scn farry for four years. She now lives with her daughter, lirs. Ben Ksnninger.

From Tyrol School Noe le, Serapbook (VaCeLs)
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‘CHARIES E. BLACKWELL. -
: A»«4£3~ﬁﬁxwwlkuwm ﬂ912}

Charles E. Blackwell, a lumber dealér of Cooperstown, was
born in Waukesha, Wisconsin in November, 1849. His father,
Charles Blackwell, a native of New YOrk,'removed to Wisconsin
in the early '40s and' there married Miss Jane Moon. He followed
the wheelwright's trade until the lst of May, 1864, when he
enlisted for servlce in the Cilvil war, becoming first lieutenant
of Company B, Thirty-ninth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. With
his commarnd he went south and died while engaged in active duty
in the following August.

Charles E. Blackwell, the eldest in a famlily of four children,
acquired his early education in the public schools of Waukon,
Wisconsin, and on the 1lst of May, 1864, when a youth of less
than fifteen years, he, too, offered his services to his country,
joining the same regiment to which his father belonged, as a
drummer. He was mustered in at Milwaukee and was sent to
Memphis, Tennessee, where the regiment under command of
Colonel Butterick TOWGLHG@ unt17 the fall, when the troops were
returned to Wisconsin and *r. Blackwell fas honorably discharged
at Milwaukee on the lst of Septcmoer. _His father had been one
of the organizers of the regiment and Mr, Blackwell was anxious
to become a soldier, having played the drum at war meetings
where recrulting Wa“ going on. He established a boys' band of
four drums and one of his companions enlisted at the same time
as Mr. Blackwell, who at that date was a youth of but fourteen
years and five monthse.

In November, 1873, Mr. Blackwell was married to Miss
Carolyn Ross, a native of Wisconsin and a daughter of H.J.Ross.
Thelr children are: Charles H., now & resldent of eattle,
Washington; Ada, the wife of Alexander S. A:d@rson of Chieago;
and Hiram M., a lumber merchant of Broadville, montana.

Mr. Blackwell 1s identified with the Grand Army of the
Republic and there are few men of his years who have the right
to wear the little bronze button that proclaims service in
defense of the Union. He is both a York and Scottish Rite Pason
having been identified with the order for forty-three years,
while for fortys-two years he has been a Knight Templar, He has
always been much interested in the cause of Masonry, exemplifying
in his life the beneficent spirit and purpose of the craft.
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