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WORK AND HARDSHIPS

r The following extract from a ietter
iwritten by Rev. Bonj. Babcock, fol.
imerly pastor of the M. E. Church in
this city, to Editor A. J. Benjamiu, of
the Wisconsin Christian Atlvoeate,
was publishecl in the September num.
ber of that paper, and as a letter writ-
ten by him last February, to Tun
Ttltus was received with muoh favor,
we feel assured that further news from
tho samo source wil l be equally inter-
esting to our readers:

Dnan Bnorsnn BuN.rnMrN:

to pull off rgy f-ooteear, rotr up mv
trousors end _wade into tiie ice coveret
w.ater!o hitch them on agaln. O;;
night in the saT,e slough I '  spent 

-bel

twe€n two and thre€ hours ^trying toget my load out. tr ' inarrv, arrer carrv-
rng out_on my beck nearly the enti ie
cargo of my. prairie_ Bchooner, we Eot

, the rest to sho.re, I have beeir lost %n
I the pr&,lr le, lnrssrng the.trai l  by only a
i rew roos., d.ave stept rn hay stacks,,vacanr. sn&eKs 3nd barns. I lave
worBed.elgntoen hours per day nanv
tim-es, t i red n:y horse out so th&t ; ;

,  had to s-top for the night. Have had
the wind str ip al l . the i .ar paper-froi l

|  [ne roor so lnat the- ra-rn would pour
I  down and soak  our  beds .  and in  fae t
I have undergone ,almost everything,
I  rne .same,n tgn t  wn l le  t -was  t ry ing  to
I ger [nro, rr]e s^rougn ot deepond the
I wtno cerrleo .oft ou_r tar paper. lt was
I Saturday nrght and at midnight - just as
I l .  had e&t€n m.y sup,qer and turned in,
I  l r  Degan.[o -r&ln, wo put up a water_
I p.root  ̂robe tor.a canopy to our bed and
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As you know, we came hero to ac-
eonplish'ho double purpose of sorv-
lng. the. L-ord and proving up on a
clalm; the latter by way of agsuring
ourselves that old ago would not f ind
us entirely dependant, I  had oxoeet-
ed to be able to do both at once aid so
took a. charge at Bowbells, twenty-hvo
milos from our homestead'on the"game
rai lroad as our own stat ion. Ambrose.
But the road to prosperity-was nof 

-to

be 80 easy. To begin with, as often
bappens when the rai lroad is comnlet-
ed, the town was located three miles
east of the place where the peoole
guessed that i t  would be antl  staited a
town, so tho whole town moved, leay-
rng us thirteeu miles in the countiv,

] 
'Ihen inst-ead of a througb train theie

lwas aB al l  day effort to make 60 miles
lo.n an _accommodation (?) train, and
this left  us ten miles trom Bowbells to
wait forq another train at midnieht, so
it would take threo or foui aav3 orit 6i
every woek to go and cor,tte; aid then
to cap the cl imax, the winter was so
sevsre that for weeks no traia oame
tbrot on the Flaxton branah of the
Soo, qo we camped in Bowbells i I
winter, and got onl,o l ,he cla, im onlv
last May. Tbis means that we rnusl
stay- fourteen months instead of eieht.
7s i f  onc doos not gstabl ish his ibsi l';encLq 

a-: the iiiltd rir-'lrrg '"i:e. €z:- sii
months he does not g€t the benefi t  of I
ibat period as 'rconstructive resi- |
denee." When f inal ly we saw thu I
snowbanks melt ing we packed un a i
few o f  g r r r  th ings ,  s to red  away the  I
rcst anC er,me out to our prair ie home. i
a shaek 14x16 feet, with tar roof. Con- |
rerning cla, im i i fe i t  aan be summoned I
up about this way: You pay dearly i
for your quarter section of land befor-el
you have your .pat:nt_.- Many of my
experieuces while haul ing ouf our carl
load of stuff  from the town are humor-
ous enough now that they are past.
but at the t ime thev did not exeite me !
to much mirth, With a four borse i
team I have been stuck in an alkali I
slough and had the " leadst '  breakl
loose..so that the only thing.to do was j

elept for a spel l ,  but sbon the waler
found i ts wav down to us. . i r  was a
scramble to f fnd a dry'spct and f nal lv
at four otcloch Sunday mornins. with
no sign of abating f loods, I  crawled
out on tbe roof and laid a now coat of
pa,p€r so the rest could eleep. It was
a elear case of extr icat ing somethins
from the well ,  The winds, which sel l
dom rest or seldom stay' in the same
quartor for_two _s-ucoessive days, are
nerve wrecking i f  one has anv iear of
storms at al l .  The shacks wil l  shake
and_tromble, the roof teeter, dishes
ratt le and destruction seeu imminont.
but few accidents do occur.

We l ive on the main trai l  from Am-
bro-se, the nearest railway station from
which sett lers cau reach the newlv
opened lands in northeastern Mon--
tana and southern Canada. anrl  everv
day sees heavi ly loaded toi,nrs haul inl
across with their loads of immierani
goods. The ox team is mucb in-- evi-
dence and the patient animals have
made the west greatly their debtors.
TLre mule plays his Dart too, 'and hors-
es with heads hanging low and feet
weari ly dragging, tel l  the storv of
tbe hardship to man and beast iu- the
s-eeking out of a,new homo. Many of
these go out ag far as seventy miles
from the rai lroad. These frrontiers-
men of today may not endure as sreat
hardships as did our forefathers in
Wisconsin but these prair ie shacks
kuow many a secret of great suffer-
ing and pri-vation. _ During the winter
when the blizzarcl howls and seeks out

i the orevices in the well-sorlcled shack.i the_re are no. logs to roll to a ffreplacti
and uo uearby trees to replonish the

; ; ; i . ,  but we burn l ignite coat,
wonderrng how goon we can eet more
froln.the.ngine.s forty _miles awiry. This
coal ls a Dlesslng to the seti l€rs. as i t
is- cheap and very plenti ful in many
places,-but i t  burns rapidly. Laet win-
ter we burDed a ton ev€ry t€n days in
tw_o rtoves, but-here i t  was as hi ih as
$15 per ton, g2 for coal and the rest for
hauling. Country stores are quite
plentrful,  so actual want of food is
not so prevalent as might be imagined,
but the money is not so plenti ful as
most of t l le people aro poor and the
country being so new affords no
chances of erqrployment. Money loans
regularly al72/o and, then the- bauks
generally demand a bonue of from 10
to 25/a, which, though i l legal, is yet
IOrCed Irom the poor seti lers who
must give a prel iminarv mortgage or
their qlaims, another i l legal proceed-
irg.,_, Young men kooping-' ,baihelorst
hal l" ard young wom-en-braviug tho
wilds are tho most eommon of the cit i .
zens of this land and married melr
with famil ies are quite sc&rce. This
mepJs, of course, that thero &re ferr
here who aotual ly intend to make a
per'manent home. but we wii l  Drove uD
aud "go back houre again." We hav-e
plentv of neighbors here but thev aro
thinning out some now, We have sev-
eral permanent famil ies however. I
have fouud a family here which was
formerly on my charge at Florence.
Wis,, and regular attondauts at thd
services. Anothor Lawroncs sohool-
m*te_is,not far from hore on a, claim,
Frank Rau, of Seymour.

Yours truly,
B. Bencocrr
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th rnk ing- i t ; the ,ey ing ,#a$ ' ,  A f  
'  

.o* ;s , ' i {?
reglected. subject. foi, liriiiarie" work ?. . , 

' 
;

D i d  t h e , f r o s t v  r v a l k s  c r a c k  s o  I o u d l v . . .
thet C. \9. Sa-vles irrragined he sa.i
the smoke-obtained. and powder.burn-: .  .

5ii Ja-ce of. a... preacher apci'begin X6.,,1.t: ;,
htrnt for an ambulance,and stretshe.r? .. : ,
I s  i t  s o  L \ a t ' t h e  p r i c e  o f  c o a l  g o r  s o
h igh  tha t  they  had to  ca l l  ou t  the  hook
and iadCer company every t ime a cir i- .  " ,  " :
z e n  w a n t e d  a n y ?  I  L ,  i ] , . ,  . .  . _  . ' , , :

A. l l  of the above uneonfi ,rm"d rumora.. ,  : i
natural ly cause us out here in this.
mi ld  c l imate  and land o f  ahundance o f  .  .  ,
fue l  fo r  the  ask ing  to  tee l  very  so l i c i - ,
tous  fo r ._your  sa fe ty .  .  In  conc lus ion '  .
I  m igh t .  add tha t  to -day  wa lk ins  a lons
NIain St- I  saw merchants lower thei i  .  ,
awnings,to protect their stores fromi. . . .  r
the  beat ing  rays  o f  the  sun,  tha t  rpo1, . .  . '
sat about'i" .r'"i.- 

"iii"';1";;:. 
'*"i ' 

,
fanned. ' themse lves ' .  w i th ,  lhe i r  ove i -  :  .
. shoes , . .wh icb-  have be in ' .use less  fo r  1 . . ' t
any th ing  e lse  here . .  Las t  n igh t  ghe . : :
l l ' ind.began to blow from: the east. and i  ' .

*" .*.* fearful foi.-the resuit":"" , '  I'corn ing from. the . f.tozen..regions tD. ".
the, east'.of us as ii,misirna,i"e" 

"i;. 

',i"j

banana c rop , .  bu t  . to -Jay ,s . , r 'a6gnooLr . r_  . .  . .

, came . .  ou t , .  .  se ized the  .  cas t  w ind  bv  -  ,' the 
col lar and the east:end of i ts pan-- 

' i

Yga;  yer i ly ,  .Rer ' . i rbrc, t r re" ,  a t i  tn ig- ; , ,
and rrnoie; for .the.,,r 'orst_ is, yet to 1li;..
come.tbair you have not; beard;]. On"r,j: i i ,;, ,  -  ,  I  I  r , : . )pf  oui  l r le thodist  s is ters l "a in t "na" i  

' ; '  
: .

i .o  wr i te .bu t  her  ton fue ' .has  been so
dr.y al lr ' .wiut"r i fro*t, ' the,, absence of:,r jr , ' . . ,
ozoue.  in  the  house.  tha t , . , she  cou ldn ' t  . ' i '  :

taloons and hurled. ixr;back to tbe iand ,;:
from which i t  came;,.  ,  ; , ,1., :  , i ' .  "  ,  : . '  ;1,
r t i indly let us know the : ieal. l  condi- i  I
t ions .  there  and i f  re l ie f  work  i s  needed r
we sha l l ,has ten  to rdo  bur  pa i , t ,  Unt i l  i
t h e n , ' 1  a m , .  . - .  . i ' , 1 . '  : .  .  : , 1  .
'  Yours from the la; ia ol sunshine. 

' ; t  . : :

Benj ' ,  Babcock-:

Yea

.,1:Tiir:if

l ick a stamp or her young hopeful of a
tender  age,  and Dr .  Wr igh t  s taved a t . :
horne one whole day whei he sarv his
shadow froze in the walklgoing to'1ris", ' ,  , . , , '
barn. r.  Geo. Horter hadl l .-an inimenje '  . ,
snow bank in the rear I  of his.house, . i  .  -  , .'cut being an . expert in over coming , 

l r . t
l i f rcul i tes erected a derr ick by which '  :  r i
re dre.rv himself over:, the .bank rather , ' : ,
:han  go  to  tbe  t roub le  o f .shove l ing  i t
tway. ,Tbe drivers of testing maehines, 1 , I
rf the Kissel }Iotor Car Co. have had- ;
nuch enjoyment lately in racing on
he mil l  pond, but the snow is ,o J""p
hat oi i ly the head of, tbe drivers 

"a., 
,  . . , ,  ,

r .e s:en while , the sriowrf l ies in si lvry, .  .
iouds, but it serves as a great adver- . .:
isement for the 

"o*p"ny- 
a* theirr , . i

notor3'are the, only ones in.existence. '- . .
hat are'able-Jo-bear such a strain, 

" ,  .
HartforC is a wonderful place this

; inter, and thri l l ing narrat ives could .
'e told of the doings _here Cid space,
,ermit,  but as i t  is you had better
ake a tr ip down.and see for yourself ,  . . i  ,




