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Rev. Janes H. Baldwln

James H, Bald-wln was born 1n Soencertown, New York, 1n 1814. fi,e-
celv lng hls prel lmlna.ry t ra ln lng for col lege at  Stockbr ldge, h ' lass. ,  he
came west for  h ls col leglate and theologlca. l  courses at  0ber11nr 0h1o,
e"nd. st l l l  far ther west to begln hls mlnlstry.  He comri lenced preachlng
as a l lcent la"te ln the Vlrg1n1a eett lement ln McHenry oounty,  I l l lnols

nd. af ter  a yea"r ,  becarne the mlnlster of  wha.t  1s now the Presbyter len
Church of  Rld.gef le ld. ,  I l l lnols.  There he was ord.alned- by the bt tawa

lr."]!1, compelled. hlm to glve up rcreachlng for a tlne. On repgalnlng
bealth l ie went to {lsconsln, where he worked. at Bald.wln, Bla.-Ck Rlvbr
Fa1 ls ,  Prescot t  and.  o the i  p laces .

fn the wlnter of  18?8-L8?9, af ter  eorrespond.ence wlth Rev. Mr.
Stevens_, pa.ltor of the Presbyterlan church of Fa.rgo, Ivlr. Ba1d.wln came
to North Da-kota a.s an ex-o1or1ng-and.__organl?lng mris iona.ry between I 'argo
and- Jamestown. Wlth one exceptton Llr. 

*Baldrrl i l  
was the onf y Engllsh

,1n-eakln$ preacher there.  At  t f rat  t lne l . iapleton, Cassel ton,  T[heat1and,.
!911-ef  Cl ty and Jamestown were sma1l v11la.ges. 

'Jamestown 
was then a1l t t le o1d'  d ' l la.plcated. shanty town, formerfy 

"  
temporary termlnus ofthe rallroad-r B"rid- whlch had. recerveO supplles fo.r fort Totten. He beganpreae?lng at ilia.pleton, -!yheat1a.nd. and. Ja,mbstown on Sunda.y eind. at Va.11eiCl ty-dur lng the week. The ral l road furnlshed hlro a rreb p&ss, whlch

cont lnued. for  several  yea.rs.

On idr .  Ba.Ld- l r lnts f l rst  v1s1t to Jamestown he secured. the use of  asma1l tarpaper covered" shanty belonglng to a young man who wa.s teacrrriga  subscr lp t lon  schoo l  fo r  h ls  f l rs t -se iv lce ,  6 r  cSna i t fon  o f  h ls  fu r -nlshlng hls own fuel and. 1lght. He hlred a. boy to araw some wood. and.borrowed. sone 11yPt.of  nelgf ibors.  In the rnornlng he had. elght-hearers,
ln the evenlng thlr teen. f r re second. servlce was held.  1n th|  aeooi ,  and.afterward.s ln a 8fire,11 room vacant for the wlnter. fn ine *trrin'g-J'small
bul1d'1ng Just.  sheeted up, rpl t l r  nof  even the cra.cks be.t tened.,"was-used.
Here the flrst- sunday sthoot was brg"nlzed.. iulr. na.idwrn organlzed. pres-
byterlan churches at Jamestown, Wtreitland (rvhlcrr confalned. a settlenentof  $cotch a"nd. scotch-rr lsh f rom ca.nada),  Tower c1ty,  Me^pleton, casser. tonand Buffa.Lo. sunday schools were organlzed. at  a l l -  these ;praces. Noorganlzat lon we.s mad.e at  Va.I1ey Clty l  The Congregat ionaf- is[s-"ontested.
every Presbyter lan organlzat lon"

After state l lPPl les a.nd. pastors nrere secured" for  the towns on themaln l lne,  I { r .  Ba1d.wln establ l lhed" Presbyter lan churches at  AyF, page,rolgate, Broad.l?wn, Ga.lesburg and. Erle. rn hls work ln Da.kota. I"[n,-eld-wln t raveled over SOTOo0-nl les,  f fost1y on wheels and runners.  fnh1s travels he had- several  ercper lences ln gett lng lost  on the t racklesspra l r les  ln  w ln te r .  u  - -

Dur lng the, last_fgr yea.rs of  h ls 11fe he organl  zed, a church atHannaford. a-nd. at Bald.wln, a place named, 1n hls hdnor. $e prea.ched. ath'lard'e1lr a.rld- also at Rlverstd.e, but ln nelther of these plaees d.1d. hemale a chureh orga.nlzatlpn. IJr. Baldwln d-led tn coopJr"i if i i"f i"; ' ;, rgaz,1n hls elghty-ef[frtn year.
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