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\ r  i i r .  and  i t r s .  Ja ,mes  Bar t ron  I l  ' , : I e re  the  na .ne .q  o f  ' ny  g ra rCnare r t s .
Ja : res  Be r t ron  I f  was  bo rn  Cc tobe r  3C ,  1 -834  i n  Po t te r  Cor - l 1a t r r ,  P& . ,  nea r
Athens.  I le  wa.s mar l iec l -  to  * (arah Hulet t  near  l i i in terburn.

He  soen t  h t s  bc ' ! ' hood  and  vo r r th  l n  t h l s  v t c in i t y  work ing  on  a  fa - r ' r
and  i n  d i f f e ren t  l r rnbe r  m i l 1s .  A f te r  h i s  l r e r r l t ge  i : e  l i ved  i n  Ba l t i -

J  " .  more  and  a l so  Wi l l i emspc r t  supe r ln tend lng  d . i f f e ren t  eaw m i1 l s  i n  wh ich
- . -* - -  f ine l r l . " , tber  wa.s na." le .  ] l l r .  and : , i rs .  Bar t ion were a.c t - i , r re  in  the c l t : r

. L i f e  o f  Ba l t i no re  and  i t  r vas  r rh i l - e  he re  he  wag  nade  a , ' r n_ i .gh t  Tanp la r .
I r -earrng of  obta in ing lanC in  the west  b . r  rneet ing cer ta in  s ' ra11

req t r i r emen ts  he  d .e ten ined  t r : ,  i a i n  so ' ' 4e  fo r  h l ' ' nse1 f '  and  g row inq  sons .
So  he  l e f t  h : . s  w i fe  and  ch i l r l r en  i n ' , I t r ave r l r ' ,  l i l 6u  Yo rk  anc l  s t r r rb l ;  o r : t
f o r  t he  wes t ,  go ing  by  ra i l  t c  B i sma . rc1 r .  A t  t ha t  t i ne  the  ra i . l _ road
ex tended  to  D ic r r i nson .  ue  a r r i ved  i n  B i  s rna rc r (  Ap r i l  1 ,  18u3 .  ?he
t r i p  w a s . n a c l e  b "  t e a l t  t o  C o a l  l ] e r c o r ,  l r c l e a n  C o r r n t l r ,  g i x t . ' , ' f i v e  m i l . e s'  
no r th  o f  B iena re l t .

F i ve  m i les  no r th  o f  Coa l  l r e rbo r  t h i s  p i cnee r  e rec ted  a  1og  shac l r
i n  t o w n * q h i i l  I 4 7 ,  s e c t i o n  - ' 1 ,  r a n $ e  8 4 ,  a n , J  l i v e C  t h e r e  a l o n e  t h r e e  y e a r e .
The  shack  was  c f  

' l - ogs  
and  i he  roo f  o f  sn l t t  po les  an , l  sod . .  ' 111 -  po les

anr l  logs ivere secrr re,J  f ro : r  t le  woor i .s  a lbng the l r issorr . r i  R iver  which
was  ' i r : s t  a  f  e r . r  m i l es  d i , s ten t

T h e  f a n i l y  o f  t h i s  p l o n e e r  a r r i v e C  i n  B i s r n a r c k  i n  F e b r r a r y  1 3 8 5  o n
a co lC b leak c iay.  The gror :nd was coverer i "  wi th  sncw and i : r jas i .c ie les
han3 ing  f ro ' : t  t he  wa te r  r vaecns  was  q , : i t e  a  dec tde r i  ehan i i e  f i on  the  n i l d .
c l i na te  o f  l { e ' i  Yo rk  where  e i reen  g rass  co r r l d  be  seen  f r6n  un r ie r  t he  snow,
and  the  p ioneer r  s  f an - ' 1y  f  e l - t  t h i s  chan ' .€  l<ee : r l . , r .

T h e  t r i , ,  t o  t h e  h c i r n e s t e a d  n c r t h  o f  C o a . 1  w a r b D r  w a g : l e C e ' b v  t h r e e'  ho rses  h i t ched  to  a  cove red  waron .  ?he  fa , r i  j - r r  enC ' t re rL  j . n tense  e r r f  f  e r i  n r
f  f  O f  t h o  n r ' l  d  * h ' r t n . n  s t C n e *  * a i "  h e s i e - ' 1  t o  ! < e e r - , - + . f . . " , n - t n t " r " i "  

" -  - " -  \ '  "  v -  !  r r c

severar"uli*u,i';X?: i,l3"tiril:"5"i;?:;'"'3-I;:i"*li.lrxfl::'"":; i33: rni *
hone to wi l ich the r : loneer  brought  hrs  iv i t 'e ,  four  sons and one daughter
v i a s  l o c ; ; t e C  o n  t h e  p r a i r i e  w h e i e  o n e  c o u l d ' l o o k  n i l e s  a n d : r i l € s  a n c i  s e e
no th ing  : r r r t  a  ro l l i ng  p ra i r i e  w i t l :  no t  a  t ree  i n  s ig l : t .  I n  c rcLe r  t c
h a v e  " l r o v € s  o n  t h e s e  p r a r i r i . e s  t i r e  g c v e r n r e n t  g a v e  t h e  h c t : r e s t e a d e r r  a
ce : : t a in  nuuber  o f  i j c res  i i  .  t he l r  wo r r l d  p lan t  i i ee  c la rqs .  yea r  a f  t e r
yea r  t he  n ioneer ,  w i ' i ' e ,  and  f i r re  ch i . l - d ren  wc r r l r i .  p1a : r t  s ' na1 l  t rees  a .nC
the hot  winds and drought  wou]- j  co ' f le  and l lurn t , .e t : t  a . l . l .  anC not  c  nr : ich
c f  t rees  co r ; l d  be  seen  cn  an_v  o f  t l , e  o ra i r i - e .

For  a seascn or  tvro the ' ren vrs3t lg ' r  in  a s ' ta l I  sarvml l l  on the
: ' i r rer  a t rd a s  car !enters " r rak i . " r : -  1 ' : . ln , rer  f . ro ' r  cct tonwo:d whi  ch vra.s  so ld to
the p i  oneers f  cr  sha c l 's  .  . , i i

Th i  s  p ioneer  lvas s ' . rper in tendent  of  F:or t  Ster , 'enson f  or  a .  wh' i  1e
hn r r i ne  been  a r ) t ; c i r r . t ed .  b l r  t he  fn r ' ' i an  Aeen t  a t  Fo r t  Se r tho ld  to  Oversee
tne  fn , J ian  Schoc :L  the t  r , ras  o rs ;n i zed  b : ' t he  gcve rn , " ren t  a t  F , : r t  S teve" r_
son  wh ich  the  so ld i  e r  s  ba . i  r ec  en t11 , '  aceud  l ned  .

T n  t h p t  l o c e l : - t r r  t o  c a i n  a  ] - a r g e  h e a r i  o f  h o r s e s  r y a s  t - h e  a . r b i t i c n
o f  each  hcnes teac !e r  e - : rC  t6e re  i ?e re  5 l ' vavs  l o t s  o f  cowboys  to  i : r ea r :  t he
b ronc l cs .  The  p ioneer rs  w i fe  o f ten  re r l e r : ' oed  tha t  s i : e  a . l r . ; evs  hac i .  ' i l o re
co l?boys  to  feeC than  i : e r  o r , ' n  f a ' : i i l . r .  T1  those , i ays  i t  wa -e  an  r rnwr i t t en
la r  t ha t  a1 ' l -  s t ranqe ls ;  E 'e re  : t e1cD. te  a t  , rea l  t i " ' ' r e .' . l r h i -1 .e  

the re  v , ' I s  an  fnd ian  scboo l  * : t  Fo r t  g tevenson  neC l^ ine  and
d o c t o r s  v e r e  e a s i l - r  g o t t e n  r i . n i  e h  ' r e d e  i t  s , r  c r n r r e n i  e r . i  f  o r  t i e .  s e t t t . e r e .
l la  j  or  i i f  f  ord ,  LeRea, . ' rx ,  an{  C.  I  .  , -ar r . . r ton Here t le  other  sr t rer i?" r tenCenb
a t  t h e  g o r t  a n d  f l .  , 1 .  I { a l 1  h a d  F r : r t  E e r t i : o 1 C .  i n  c h a r q e .  I , n t e r  t h e
lnc i iE l ls - -Rses and.  Crcs ventrec-- ' r , jer .e  renovel  to  Elbow 'TcoCs f ron ! 'or t
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J a : n e s  S a r t r o n  J I  ( c o n t i n u e d )

B e r t h o l d . .  n f r .  I { e 1 - r " t s  s c n  i s  s t i 1 1  t h e r e .
f r e  I n C r a n s  l r e r e  f r e q ' : e n t  v i : i  t s r s  t o  t h e  h o " n e s t e a d . ,  a l u a 1 . s

o e g g i n g  f o r  s o r e t h i n q  t o  e a t .  l i . i  , r i c n e e r r s . . ' r i i e  r  t i : c ' l I -  * e v e i  r e f l l t , : '
a f ra i . d .  o f  t he : r ,  l ' o t  he . i  t l r e i r  f o r re r  a t r cc i t i es  i n  he r  n in ,d  and  wor r lC "
g i ve  them a lmos t  any th ing  she  haC,  s , . r ch  as  l caves  o f  b rea .d , - - , : r ' 1  l a rge
p ieces  o f  po rk  o r  bee f  .  One  r i e ih t  a  s ra l ' l -  band  o f  I n r i i an . l  canper l  i n
t i - , e  t re rd  and  tne l r  begged  to  i : ave  one  r f  t he ,JoES.  fne  b rv .q  re - l ' . r c t rn t - l - r r
gave the tcg tc  the InCtans an{ :  the "*c ther  t f  the b*vs *  eked 's 'hn. t  the
Tnd . ians  d " id  r v i t h  t he  dog .  One  o f  t he  bo r rs  en , i d ,  r rThe  l ss t  f  s . * " r  o f
the ' { r :E n rone iqa* . - .  nr : t  sro l rnC.  i te  neel r  +nrJ t i : ,ere wa,s an Tnd. ian at  each
end  n f  t he  rons  p r r l l i r r l  i t .  r f  

"0h ,  Cee? , r r  t ? :e  n .D the r  sa id .  w i t t :  ho r ro r .
r f  A re  t i - -e ; r  gc inq  t r  na t  i  t  t r r , . i  r b t? ' r

Ven ison  wes  c l " . : ; a : r s  eFs i l : r  sec r , l r e r l ,  n -q  ) ' ! r r i ng  so  ne r r r  t he ' i vccd*  e
! { rer l t  manrr  deer  r rere t r i l l * r i .  .At  one t t ' re  there were seven deer  he.nging
u" I i  e l l  C. ressed.  There i rere nc brr f fa lo  tc  be seen at  th is  t i .ne though
t i : ey  t?e re  s t i l 1  nunerous  fn r the r  wee t  ne&r  D ick inson ,  bu t  t he i r  bones
were  found  a .1 .1  ove r  t he  n ra i r i es  and  Tnd ian  a r ro l r s  cc r : l d  be  fo r rn r l ,  sev -
e ra l  i n  a  day ,  as  these  were  wha t  t he  Tnd inns  hnc l  r r l l l ed  the  b r - r f f e lo
ur i th .  La. rge herds of  bearr t i f r r l -  f leet  nnte lone eor- r l rL  be seen br- r t  mere
r r€ rY  re - I . , . 1o " ' r  k i l l e ' ]  as  they  r r : nneq l  cn  the  p ra l r res  and  were  r /e ry  h ,a . -d  to
c-et  ?1r 's1 ornn '1! 'h  to  shOot  the '1.  F, f  I  severa l  gut 'ners p ic l< in : i :  up b ' . r f  f  a lo= ' -
bones  qave  t i : e  p ioneers  a  l i t t l e  r l oney ,  a  s  ' o ip - :  a r . rC  l i t t l e  wo ' : l d  t ake
a  v r a g o n  a n d  r c e t r i  o v e r  t h e  1 : r a i r i e s  r r i c l t i n g ' r p  t h : : s €  r v h i t e  b l e a e h e C  b o n e s .
Then  the  nen 'wc r r l 4  t eke  the  l oad .  t r  l ,T ino t  and  se l l  l t .  S ren t  s tC Icks
r : f  the bones ccr . r " - ' l  d  be seen nea,r  the den,r t  to  be sh i .pped to ea,qtern.
1 ;o in t s  t c ' h . re  r r sed  i n  re f i n ing  s i l t r n . r .  . { t  one  t i "ne  the  b r r f f a lo  r , qe re  so
nu .ae ro l l s  t l : a t  a  ve r l /  l a rge  he rc l  o f  t he in  e rosseC t t , e  l { i ssou r l  wh i l e  a
,q tea ' ' t  boe t  w f l s  pass inq  e r i l  s ton -oe i  t he  l t ea " r i r o , - r t .  A  f  e ' "  o t t e r ,  r i . nk
and  nusk ra ts  co '11< j .  be  founc l  j . n  t r . e  nea r  b r r  x i ss ' ks .  Cn l ro tes  and  v rc l ves
cc r - : l c i .  be  hea rd  eve ry  r v in te r  n i f h t .  Coyo tes  d id  nc t  do  ve r l r  mr . c i .  Ca r i : ' e
thor . r , , 'h  t i :e  Cc ' rs  uould i ie  k i l1ed eni i  er : ten i f  tney r i ror : lc i  chr :se the c01 ' -
o tes  an r l  ge t  i n  a  f i g i r t  w i th  theu .  O f ton  J r4 runq ' ceh 'es  t r  c$ l t s  r . rou ld
be  taken  by  the  wo lves .  The  l j a r te r  an ' i  b l  ov ,  nn f i l . €s  were  o f  t en  seen
in  the  ; i r ass  b r r t  we re  h ; : r ' n l ess .

Lacl< of  sc l ico l  i r {as f  e l - t  
' [ r t i  

t i ,  i  s  f  i r ' r i  1v.  The sehool  ter .n  wa$
' ' " rsr - ra11y h.e lC three or  €or1r  "nont t :e  d. r r r ing tLe winter  i .n  Cie l  l {arbor .
The  ch i l  d ren  usua1 ly  nanaged  to  a t tend  so . "ne t l nes  d r i v i ng  and"  o the r  t i r nes
sta-r r ip .*  in  town and at tending ' .

Yea r  a f te r  yea r  c rops  wou ld  be  p lan ted  anc l  t ne  ho t  w inds  wor r l d
bu rn  them up .  Bes ides  the  Cro r r i l h :  t he l r  l . a .d  t i r e  n ra l r i e  f i r es  to  con -
tend .  w i t i .  G rea . t  h r rEe  rasses  o f  f l a r "nes  r ro r : lC  s r reen  ove r  t he  p ra i r i e
e t : r n i : ' g  e v e r v t h i . - g  b e f o r e  i t ,  e s  s o o n  a s  t h e  g r a s s - c e q a n  t o ' . t r v  r v h i c h
was  i n  ve ry  ea r l y  Su -n 'ne r .  The  f i r s t  t ho r rE f i t  O f  eve l J /  p tOneer  was  to
p lough  f i r e  b rea t r re  a ro r rnd -  t he  en t i re  fa rn .  A t  f i r s t  one  w tde  s t r i p
i . ' r  n ' l  n r r - r i r r  was  ' t ade  bu t  t h i s  i rT 'es  fo r ;nC .  i ns t r f  f i c i en t  es  t f i e  f  i  r esr / ! ' J u i - t L t i -

wor l l d  l eap  ove r  c reeks ,  roaCs  c r  t l , es€  s t r i ps  so  two  s ' r i ps  o f  p loug f i -
ing were t rade severe l  roc i .s  apa-r t  an. i  t le  grass br l rned betxeen the two
s t r i ps .  . , { hen  a  f i r e  was  seen  a .pp roach in r  6 r '  g rea t  l eaps  and -  bo r " :nds
a l l  hands  wo l : l d  r ' ' : sh  f  o r  sacks  anC pe i1s  o f  wa te : ' ,  dous in ;  t he  sac l t s
i n t l  t he  we te r  t l r en  wh ipn ing  the  f i r e . : n t i i  nc t  a .  soa r ' l (  u ias  1e f t .
Once  a . l rea t  f i r e  r , cas  r r : , sh : : . -  t oward  tbe  ho r r . *e r  f l a l es  e i : ' h t  t o  t en
igu t_h j -gh .  Eve r l . t h ing  was  ea r r i ed  o ' , : , t  and  n laced  nea r  a  sp r ing .  Tne
1 i t t 1e  E i r l  ca 'ne  o r r t  n r rg ; i ne  ne r  dc l -1 r r  t - , i n t i : r a  a l l  wou tC  be  r ve t t  i f
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Ja :nes  Bar t ron  I I  ( con t i nuec i )

; , ) eca rne .  F ina l l y  t he  1 i t t 1e  g i r l  r an  ove r  t o  the  ne ighbors  b r - r t  be f l o re
anJ, 'cne ret t - : rned the TnCian qr l is f , ly  pr t t  the"r  ar ra\ , r  anC Lef t .' . fn i1e in ' lca l  i iarbcr  r [E- l l , ' r ' ' 'e re t i ie  r . rar i t r :s  d . ' . - r . t ies the p ioneer  a. ' :C-
h : i  s  r y i f  e  r l ad  to  pe r f  o rn .  l eo rge  S .  ,E .op inson  l os t  t h  e l r  t h1 r r i  ch i - l d  ,  a
t in . - r  nabv.  The p icneer  ner ,1"e I  co{ ' ' r ' in  or r t  o f  Touqh l '1rnr- ,er  p lannin*
the ' r  as  bes t  he  co ' . r l ^ .  1 -1 i s  w i fe  l - i ne r i  1 t  rq i t h  co t t . n  a : : r l  r . qh i te  na te r i p l
and  tbe  babv  was  1a i  rL  l n  i t  E ' r ' r . {  b r : r i ed  a  sh , : r t  r i i s tenee  f ro " r r  t o r i n .  The
f 'a ther  cronor lnc i  nr  a  f  e t r  ' ' i rord s  of  bereCi  ^ t i rn  o l , /er  the grave.  The
doetar  1 i . r 'e '_r  fy6n{- ,  f  ive , .n i  1es : j t r rn l f  a t  .Ta.shbrr rn a: r .d  cnce when the
n ioneer t s  r " r i f e  TTeg  ve r l /  s i c l r  cne  o f  he r  scns  r c , j e  no rsebee l . '  e1 - ' l -  one
n igh t  t o  so  to  : ' , l esn ro ' r . rn  e ' rd  ' oack  to  ob ta i t  ned ic ine .

Af ter  e i l l r t  i 'eer t  res ' i -Jence in  Coal l -  T i , r rhcr  the fp 'n i . -1 ,1r  rnorreC to
S is 'T ta rc r r  t o  see r l t : e  an  e^ ' l r ren t i on  t c  t he  th ree . i o r l n r : , : e r  c i - . i l - r l r en .  T l i e
r l e s ' : e n d n r t s  o f  t h e  - ' i r r , e € r  a r e  r r e r b e r t  S a r t r o n ,  ! o r r r 1 . o i ' 1 ,  l l c n t . ,  J a ' r e s
R n l f l n n  l l o n nJ G . :  u r v r i ,  - , c u r . e ,  D a ' r . ,  " a : t r n  B a r t r o n ,  D o l t : l a s ,  " .  - a ' r . ,  A r t l e r t
B a : t r o n ,  S e e t t l e ,  i T a s i i n  t o n ,  a n d  l 1 r s .  ' e  l t e r  J .  ! { c r r g } r t c n ,  C o c p *  s t o ' ; n ,

! '  ' 4 ' r: . .
T h i s  i : i o n e e r  p a s s e C  a g / f l 1 r  F e b r . : e r : ' 1 o 1 3  e t  L e e , i s  a n d  i g  n r v i  r e s t i n : . ,

i n  t i , e  COCpers tC l ' . ' n  C  e ' re te r1 r .
T l r i - s  i s  v r i t t e n  b r r  t h e  ; : i c n e e r t  r  E l a n C - : t . e ' : , ' j n t e r .
] r o : r e s t e a d  c e r  t j . f i c a t e  l T c .  1 5 ? ? ,  a T . , l r l i e a t i o , l  n o .  l - 5 1 5 .  - " c r t i - ' e s t

qua r te r  o f  sec t i o : r r "  11  i n  t o r . ' nsh i t  1 .47  no r th  o f  r . nge  9 ,1  wes t  o f  t he
s th  r . : r i  r c i p le  ' ne : : i  { i an  i n  ' o r th  l a . r . o ta  ccn ta i  r . 1 -ns  s i x t : r  ac res .
R .eco rded  2 l -  s t  dF . , r  o f  0c tone r  1890 .  S i -g r r .ed  b : r  P re  s i  {  en t  Ben  j  an in
l r a r r i s c n ,  E l l e n  l i a c f a r l  e r c r - ,  A s s t .  S e c .  ,  J .  R . .  l c n s ' , : ' s 1 r  ,  i e e : r 4 e r .

l l r s .  J a ' u e s  B a r t r o n  C i e d  A l : r 1 1  I ' l  ,  L 9 1 8 ,  i n  S e a t t l L e ,  . f a s i : i n : t c n .
S h e  ; ; ;  s  b o r n  r  t  A t - : l n r ,  F e n n s . r l . v a , ' '  e  ,  S e p t e ' l ' ; e r  ? 2 ,  

' r  g , 1 i ,  ? F . r l  r a l r i e d .
Ja nua r.r 'l !-. - 'l 
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I
Blography of James Bar6:'on fI

- &ii:' bnd Mrs' James Bartron rr were the natr'res of my grand.parents.James Bart ' ron rr  was born october-5O;-1gg4, rn Fot ier  county,  p&.,  nearAthens. He was marnled. to sarah Hurett near rslnterburn.

He spent h1s boyhood and- youth ln thls vlclnlty worklng on a farm'rnd'  1n d 'Lf ferent lumber m111e.-  Af ten hls marcrage i re l tved 1n Bal t lmoreand' also wll l l lmsrg_rr super1nt""ai"[-dii i";;;;-;E; ,rp, 1n whlch rlnelumber was mad"e'  &1r.  ana lo i rs.  Bert lon were act lve 1n the cl ty 1l fe ofBaltlmore and. 1t *** *rti ie here t* ;;; made a Knlght femplar.
Hear lng 

l l  : l i? i l l lg land 1n the west bv meet lng certa. ln smel lrequlrements he determlnuu.!g g"" i " -*J*r  ror  i r rmsei i - -ana growlng sons.$o he left hls wlfe and 
"r,i la"Et 

r"-w"u""iy,"'fr;;"io"r and struck out forthe west, golng ny reii t-o nfsme.rck. 
- 'At 

t irat t lme-tfr" ra.11road. extend.ed.to Dlcklnson' 
-He 

amlved. 1n nrsroarck .q,prl l 1, rgdg.- The trlp was mad.eby team to coal itarbor, 
-i,,, icl,ean 

co;ntt,-"itxty fr""-*ir", north of Br.s_m a r C k .  
F r ^ v J r  r J ' v v  l l l r '

Flve m11es north ,of  Coa.1 Harbor th1,s ploneer erected" a 1og, shack 1ntownshlp 14?,_ sect lon 1i ,_-re.nge g4, and l rved-- ; ; ; " ; 'e.rone three yea,rs.The shack wa.s of  rogJ r"& t i .u"*ooi 'o i - -sprr t  Joi"*-" . r ra sod..  Al l  polesand'  logs v iere eecur6d from t ie-wooal-uiorg the 11l tssour l  R1ver.  whlc l rWaS JUSI  a  feW ml le '  d . l  S tan t .  
" " -  v ' s  $ / t r r i luur r .  -n l -Vef .  Wn1

The faml ly of  th ls plone'r  B.rr lved 1n Blsmarck ln Februe. ' ly t  Iggb,on a cold' bleek d'ay. rh; ground" wae covered wrirr ,rro* end huge 1c1cleshanglng from ttr.e, rT-ai"t-"J"6:o.rg was qulte a.,deeldea 
"rr*ng" 

from the n1ld,cllmate of New York wher6.gr-een gra"ss could be r*ur--l"om und.err thesnow, and. the ploneerrs remtry r i i r i  in i "  change keenly.

. The trlp to the homestead north of Coa_1 Harbor was ma.de by threerrorses hl tched to a covered *agon. 
-- fh;  

fsm11y- 'e"O"r*A fntense"sui : r .er fngfrom the eoId. ,  tnough stones were heeted. to keep them warm. f t  tooksevera. l  d.ays to ma.[e the t r lp,  ar ivrni-a certain ai . t*r , "e each day.Thls home to whlch t r re-pronebr nroughE hrs w1fe,  four sons a.nd oned'aughter rryas loca"ted otr'-trt" pralrle where one could. rook mlLes and. mllesand' see nothlng but , roii:.nb 
""-r"r"--*itr, "ot 

-"-tiuJ 
rn slght. rnord'er to have groves on these pralrles the goo""r*"i i g*.,r" the hone-stead'ers a certa. ln number--or abre;  t i - th?y would.  p lant t ree c la lms.Year a.ften yeal ttre pronler, 

-wlfe, "oa-irir" "irriail i  
woutd plant snal1rreee and'  the hot wtnd"s and arought;o" ia come-""a-6urn then al l  and. nota pateh of  t reee c 'u1d be seen on a.ny of  the pra. l r le,

For a season or two the men worhed ln a sna11 se,wmlll 0n the rlverand' a.s carpente::,,T*k1trg i,r*u*" from-"ottor,*ooa=wrrrct *n. sold to thep ioneers  fo r  shacks .

- rhls pl0neer was superlntend.ent of Fort stevenson for a. whlle havlngbeen appolnted.Fy the rnb- lan Agent at  Fort  eerthoia- i l  oversee the
lndlen 

school  
lh; t  ***-o"grntzEa by-the governnent at  Fort  stevenson
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whlch the sold.lere hed" recently abandoned,.

In that  loca- l l ty  to galn a large hee.d of  horses'  was the amblt lon of
eaeh honestead.er e.nd. there were aLways lots of cowboys to break the
bronchos. The ploneerts wl fe of ten remarked that ehe always had. more', wboys to feed. than her own fernlly. fn those d"ays 1t was an unwrltten
1aw that all strangers were welcome a.t rnealtlme.

Wfrlle there was a"n fnd.lan school at Fort Stevenson, rnedlctne and
d'octors were easl ly gotten whlch made 1t  so convenlent ior  the set t lers.
IidaJor Glfford.r -LeReaux, and c. A. Burton were the other surrerlntend.ents
at the Fort and C. .A. Hall had. Fort Berthold. ln charge. Later the
Ind-1ans--Rees e.nd. Groe Ventres--were removed to glbofr,Woods fron Fort
Berthold. .  &ir .  Hal l t  s son 1s st1l l  there.

The Ind" lans were f requent v ls l tors to the homestead.,  a lwa.ys begglng
for.  sonethlng to eat.  The ploneerr  s w1f e,  though never ree.11y- efrald
of them, yet he"d. thelr formbr atrocltles in her*mlnd s.nd. wou:.6. g'l-ve thern
alnost anythtng-she had.,  such a.s loaves of  bread" e.nd" large plecEs of
pork or beef. _One nlght a. sma-1l d band of fndlans ce.mped rir tfre yard.
and they_ begged. to have one of the d.ogs. The boys rel-uctantly- gave the
dog to the fndlans and" the mother of  the boys aslea what tbe indlans ald
wlth the d_og. One of the boys sald, trThe last I saw oi the Ao[ a--rope
was put around. 1te neck anil there was an Ind.lan at eech end. of-the 

"opePu111ng. tt ttOht dear, n the mother sa.Id. wlth horror. nAre they golng to
eat 1t tonlght? tt

Venlson we.s alweys eas1Iy secured. a-s l1v1ng so near the wood.s agrea._t many d.eer were l i l l lecl. At one tlme there-were seven deer hanglng
upall d'ressed.. There were no buffalo to be seen at thls tlme tf,o.ig[
they were st l1 l  numerous farther west near Dloklhson, but thelr  boireswere found. all over- the pra-lrles and" fnd.la.n arrows c6u1d- be found., sev-
eT?l 1n a day, as these were what the Ind.lane had kll led the buffalo
wlth.  I ,?"g" herd.s of  beaut l fu l  f leet  antelope could.  be seen but here
very seld'era kll led. as they roamed. on the pralrles and were very hard toget near enough to shoot them. For several  summers plcklng up-buffalo
bonee gaYe the ploneers a 1l t t1e noney, as blg ano r i t t te 6ouia take awagon and" roam over the pra"1r1es plcklng up t6ese whlte bleached. bones.
Then the men would take the 1oad. to Mfnot i.nd. sel1 1t. Great stacks of
the bones could.  be seen near the d.epot to be shlpped to eastern polnts
to be used ln reflnlng suge.r. At one tlme the nuiralo were so numerous
ti..at a vsry large herd. of-them crossed, the lvllssourl whlle a steam Ooat
was_pa._ss1ng and stopped the steamboat. A few otter, mlnk a.nd muskrats
could. be found. ln the nea.r by creeks. Coyotes and wolves cou1d. be heard.
every wlnter n1ght. Coyotes d.ld. not d.o very much d.amage though the d.ogs
would. be kllIed a"nd eaten 1f they would ehase the coyoies and" get 1n a
flSht wlth them. Often young calves or colts wou1d. 6e ta-ken li tfre
wolves. The garten and blow snakes were often seen ln the gr"-Ls but were
harmlegs .

Lack of  school  was fel t  by th ls fam11y. Tbe school  term was usual lyheld three or four months d"urlng the winter ln Coal Harbor. The chll-d'ren usually roanaged to attend. SomettnJs arrvlng-r"a';ther t lraes f staylngln town and at tendlng.
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Year after year cro"os would. be planted" a.nd. the hot wlnds would burn
them up. Beeldes the drought they ha.d the pra.1r1e f l res to contend. w1th.
Great huge nesses of f larnes would sweep over the ora"lrle burnlng every-
thlng before lt, e.s soon as the gra.ss began to dry whlch was ln very
e'r ly sumroer.  The f l rst  thought of  every ploneer was to plough f l re
breaks around. the entlre farm. At f lrst one wld.e . strlp ob p16ugh1ng was
made but th ls was found. lnsuff lc lent  as the f l res would.  leap over c ieeks,
road.s or these str lps so two str lps of  p loughlng were mad.e several  rod.s
apart and the graes burned between the two strlps. When a. f lre was seen
approa.chlng by great leaps a.nd bound.s all hand"s would. rush for sacks s"nd.
pa1ls of  wa.ter,  douslng S t lne sacks lnto the water then whlpplng the f l re
unt1I  not  a spark was lef t .  Once a great f l re was rushlng tbwara the
house, f la,mes elght to ten feet hlgh. Everythlng was caruled out and.
placed near a sprlng. The lltt1e g1r1 came out hugglng her d.o11y thlnklng
el l  would be wel l  l f  her d.oI ly was saved. The f l re-reaehed. the l t re
breaks and d.led. out.

The wlnters were lntensely cold.  and long and" quant l t les of  snow.
Bllzza"rd. after blIzza.rd.. One lnstance was when the stock 1n the barn
had. no water for four d.ays wlth the exceptlon of some snow whlch was
glven them. 0ften durlng a b1lz za-rd. they were not watered unt1l the
thlrd" d.ay.  somet lmes a rope would be at tached" to a personrs walst  or
attached to the house and bern end. 1n the.t way they fuouId. go to the
suffer lng horses or cat t le though thls was not ent l re ly safe as the snow
was so suf ' foca"t lng and. bI lndlng l t  was not wlse to venture out lnto l t .

The faIl that the ploneer and fa.mlIy left Coa.l Harbor the wlnter
Q&me on unexpeeted.ly early. Just before Thanksglvlng a young boy aboUt
f l f teen  s ta r ted  across  the  pra l r le  w l th  e ,  f lock-o f  s6eep-  to  fu r t le  Lake.
A bllzzard" came up the boy was frozen to death and nost- of the sheep
were losu. Several  d" l f ferent part les searched. for  h1s body but l t  bould
not be found..  The next spr ln6g the ploneerrs eld.est  sonfound. parts of
the bodyr Parts ths"t  the wolves had lef t .  Stones had. b to be put 1n the
eoff ln so the mother would not not lce the lLghtness of  welght ; t  the
funera.l.

The trad-lng 1n the wlnter t lme uras d"one by horsebp*ck. Sprlng was
e-nx1ous1y walted. fon as to get to town for some of the nexessl t tes.
Coal  and wood, was eas11y eecured. f rom the Mlssour l  Rlver as there are
great velns of  I lgn1te coal  a l l  a long the eestern banks of  the r lver.
Tl"g-re ls also a burnlng coal nlne from whlch smoke can be seen lssulng.
The whole top 1s honeycornbed. where the coal has been burned. Further
to the eastr  a dlgtance from the r lver,  buf fa lo chlpe were used. for
fuel though people would. haul wood. fron the rlver golng a dlste.nee of
twenty m1les and. nore.

Patrtck 0rConnor the nearest n&lghbor was about two and. a he.lf
m119s away. They were of  l r lsh descent of  the lower elass but proved
to be klnd nelghbors.  Peter Longbel le located, a year or so latbr about
a rs l1e northvest of  the hodestead.
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The farat maohlnery was very Ilmlted as everythlng had" elther to be
brought by stea.mboat from Blsmarck or earted- by team a d.lstance of s1x-
ty flve nlLes to Coe.1 Harbor from Blsrna.rck.

. Tbe fa.ml1y l lved. on the homestead. f lve years and then moved. to Coal-
Harbor. I iere the older boys engaged ln drlvlng ma11- routes. One from
Ifashburn to Fort Berthold and. the other from Coal i{arbon by the way of
Haneock to Washburn. Each took two d.ays to rsa.ke the trlp, The plogeer
had a blacksnlth shop and. was also engaged 1n fa-rm5-ng. Coal l larbor was
a sme, l l  p laceboast lng of  one store a-nd hotel  comblned-,  owned by George
S. fi.oblnson, he and h1e wlfe both Engllsh, a school, and flve d.we111ng
houses, aleo a 1og bu11dlng bu1l t  by &1r.  H.oblnson for the accommod.at lon
of Ind. lans,  especlal ly dur lng wet weather.  AIso here the Ind" lans were
gles gree.test frlend.s. Once when there was qulte a large encampment of
them ln town some of the old"er ones 1nv1ted. al l  the town to one of  thelr
dances ln th ls 1og bu11d. lng.  After everyone was 1n two of  the large
husky fnd.lans statloned. themselves 1n the smal1 d.oorway wlth tomahawks
ln thelr hands and a.fter the Ind.lan d-ence they mad.e ea.ch one pay ten
cents before they could,  les"ve. One qulet  af ternoon when only the plon-
eerrs wl fe a.nd d.aughter were 1n the house an old.  Ind" lan by the na.mb of
Texas Joe walked. lnto the house ma.klng hlmsel f  perfect ly at  home, Soon
he began to sharpen a butcher knlfe e.nd a raz,or, the more he sharpened.
them the  more  nervous  the  p loneer ts  w l fe  became.  F lna , l l y  the  11 t t le
glrl ra,n over to the nelgh'bors but before anyone returned. the Ind.le,n
quletly put them swg"X and left.

Whlle 1n Coal Harbor msny were the varlous dutles the ploneer and.
hls wl fe had. to perform. George S. Roblnson lost  thelr  th l rd ch11d, &
t-1ty baby. The ploneer mad.e a. l1tt1e coffln out of rough lumber p1a-nlng
them as best he couId. .  I i ls  wl fe l lned 1t  wl th cot ton anA whttre mltertal
and the baby was 1a.1d. ln 1t e.nd. burled. a. short dlstance from town. The
father pronounclng a few word.s of benedlctlon over the gre,ve. The d.octor
11ved, twenty f lve ml les away at  t rVashburn and onee when the ploneerts wl fe
was very s lck one of  her sons rod-e horseback al l  one nlght to go to
Washburn and. back to obta-ln med.lclne.

After elght years resld.ence ln Coal  Harbor the farol ly moved. to Bls-
marck to secure an ed.ucatlon for the three younger chlld.ren.

The d.escend.p,nts of  the ploneer are Herbert  Bartron, Bowd.oln,  Mont. ,
Ja' . ,€s Bartron, Neche, N. Dak.,  Iu ler ton Bartron, Doug1a,s,  N. Dak.,  Art-
1ey Be.r t ron,  Seatt le,  Washlngton, and. Mrs.  Walter J.  Houghton, Coopenstown,
i{. Dak.

Thls ploneer passed. sway February,  1919, &l  Leeds and ls now rest lng
ln the Cooperstown cemetery

Thls 1s nr l t ten by the ploneerrs grand-daughter.

Homestead cert l f lcate No. 1597, eppl1ca,t lon No. 1618. Northwest
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quarter of eectlon 11 ln townshtp L4? north of range 84 west of the $th
pr1nc1p1e nerld.lan ln Horth Dahota eontalnlng slxty acres. Record.ed
-!f "! 

d.ay of October, 1890. Slgned by Presldent BenJaraln i larrlson, Ellen
li lacfarlancl, Aggt. Sec,, J, B. Conewell, Record.er.

'- 
- Mrs. James Bartron d.led. Aprl1 1?, 1918, ln Beattle, waehtngton.

$he was bonn at Athens, Pennsylvanla, Septennber 22, L842, and nirrled.
January L8, 1866.

l":,..1,.11,
";h.,ii
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Jame s
near

Mr. and }/lrs. James Bartr.on II viere the names of my grandpar:ents.
Bartron 1I  was born 0etober 50, 1854 ln Pott-er County,  pennsylvania

Athens. He vras marr led to sarah I luret t  near nirnterburn.

T { a  c n a n ' F'y np' ' , ,  his boyhood and youth in this vlcinity v,ronklng on a farm
." i ld  in  d i f ferent  lumber mi l Is .  Af ter  h is  narr lage he l ived in  Bal t lmore
and aLso l i i i l l iamspor t  super in tendlng d i f ferent  sdw mi ] ls  ln  which f ine
lunrber  wer .s  made.  Mr.  and [ ' I rs .  Bar t ron were act ive in  the c l ty  l i fe  of
Balt imore and it  was v' ihi le here he was made a Knlght remplar.-

-  Hear inS5 of  obta ln ing land in  the west  by meet ing cer ta in  smal_ l  re-
qul rements,  he determlned to gain some for  h imsel f  ana n is  growing sons.
$o he left hls wife and children in V,laverly, i{ew york and struck 6ut for
the  wes t ,  go ipg  by  ra i l  t o  B i sna rck .

At  that  t ime t t re  ra i l road extend.ed to  Dick inson.  He arr lved ln
Bismarck Apr i t r ,1 ,  1882.  The t r lp  was made by tearn to  Coal  i {arbor ,  l , ic1,ean
County,  s lx ty- f ive mi l -es nor th of  B ismar:c t r r .

F lve mi les nor th of  Coal  i ianbor  th is  p loneor  er"ected a 1og shack
ln  Townsh lp  I47 ,  Sec t i on  11 ,  Range  84 ,  and  l i vec l  he re  a lone  th ree  yea rs .
The  shack  was  o f  l ogs  and  the  roo f  o f  sp l i t  po les  and  sod .  A1 l  po ies
and logs l4Jere secured from the woods along the ir l issouri i l iver" whlch was
jus t  a  few  m l les  d i s tan t .  

, .
The family of thls ploneer arrived in Bl.smarck in irebru&py, 188b

on a co ld b leak day.  t 'he ground.  was coveroc l  wi th  snow and'hugb tc lc les
hanglng f rom the vrater  wagons was qui te  a: .dec lded,  change f rom the mi ld
cl imate of Ner,v York vrhere green grass coul-d bd seen from under the snovr.
The  p loneer rs  fam i l y  f e l t  t h l s  change  keen ly

The f i ro in  to  the homesteaci  nor th of  Coal  Harbor  was made by tAree
horses h i tched to a covere<L wagon.  t 'he fami ly  end.ured ln tense suf fer lng
f rom the co ld though stones were heated to  lceep them v/arm.  I t  took
seve ra l  days  to  make  the  t r i p ,  d r i v l ng  a  ce r ta ln  d l s tance  each  day .

This  home to which James Bar t ron brought  h is  wl fe ,  four  sons,  and
one g l r l  was located on the pra i r le  where one could loo lc  mi les and mi les
and see noth ing but  a  ro l l ing pra i r le  wl th  not  \a  t reo"  tn  s lght .

* In ord.en to have groves on tJrese prair ies the goff irnment ga"ve the
y'oroesteadens a certain number of acres i f  they vrould plant tree c1afuns.
Year  af ter  year  the p loneer ,  wl fe  and f lve ch i ldren would p lant  smal1
trees and the hot wlnds and d.rought would come and burn them all ' .and. not
a  pa tch  o f  t nees  cou ld  be  seen  on  any  o f  t he  p ra l r " t e ,  '

For a season or- two, the men worked in a sma1l savrml11 on the rlver,
and as carpenters making lumber from cottonwood which was sold to the
pioneers f  or  shack.s .

James Bantr"on I I  was supenintendent  of  For t  Stevenson for  a  whi le ,
hav lng been appolnted by the Ind ian Agent  at  For t  Ser tho ld to  oversee
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the Ind ian school  that  vras organized by the governrnent  at  For t  Stevenson
(wh ich  the  so ld ie rs  hac l  recen t l y  abandoneC i .

In  that  Iocal l ty ,  to  ga i -n a larg.1e head of  horses y las the ambi t ion
f  each homesteader  and.  there lvere a lvrays lo ts  of  corvboys to  break the
ronchos. The ploneer t s vri fe often remarked that she alwa;rs lr.ad. more

-cowboys to feed than her ovrn .f 'ami1y. In those dal 's l t  v 'ras an unwritten
law that  a l l  s t rangers v lere welcome at  meal t ime.

t r t ih i - le  there was an fnc l ian school  a t  i ; 'or t  Stevenson,  medic lne and
doctors v /ere er .s l ly  obta ined which macle i t  so convenient  f ,or  the set t lers .
l t la jor  Gi f ford,  Le r l .eaux and C.  A.  tsur ton vrere the other  super in tendents
at  the For t  and C.  A.  11a11 had"  i ror t  tser tho ld in  charge.  Later  the Ind lans-
Fees and Gros Ventres--were removed f rom For t  iSer tho ld to  El -bow- l ' ' Ioods.
I / l r .  Ha l l r s  son  l s  s t i 1 l  t he re

The Ind. ians v lere f requent  v is i tor .s  to  the homestead,  a lways begging
fo r  someth ing  to  ea t .  The  p loneer t s  w l fe ,  t hough  neve r  nea l l y  a f ra id .
nr  { -ham rro# had the i r  former at roc i t ies in  her  mj-nd and would g ive themu r r v r r r ,  J  v  u

almost  anyth ing she hac1,  such as loaves of  bread,  and large p i -eces of
po rk  o r  bee f

One night a small band of Indians camped ln the yard, and. t irey begged
to  have  one  o f  t l : e  Cogs .  The  boy ' s  re luc tan t l y  gave  the  dog  to  the  Ind i -
ans,  and the nother  of  the bo ' , .s  asked lvhat  the Ind- iar rs  d id  lv l th  t f ie
r rnr r  r \ ra  ^r  the boys sa id,  t tThe last  I  sar t r  o f  the i logg a rope was puts  v f 5  .  v r r v  v I

aror , rnd: j - ts  nec lc  and there was an Ind ian at  each end.  of  the rot )e pul l inq. r r
t to i r  dear i r t  the mbther  sa ic l  r r i l th  horror .  r rAre they going to  eat  j -E

t  o : r ight  ? ' !

Venison was a lv , lays easi l ; i r  scc-o-rLd,  as l iv ing so ncar  t ] ' rc  vroocls  a
gneat  many decr  l r rere k i l led.  At  one t ime there r r rere seven deer  i ranging
up a l l  dressecl .  There were no buf fa lo  to  be seen at  th is  t ime a3- though
#l rarz  ' ,a-  a  .+ i11 numerous far th .er  vrest  near  Dlck inson.  Thei r  bones were
founci al l  over the pra.ir les and Ind.ian arrov/s cou1cl be forrncl several in
o r r r : r r  qa + l ' 'ese lvere what  the Ind ians had l l i l led-  the buf fa lo  wl th .,  * "

Lange herd"s of  beaut j . f r - i1 ,  f leet  ante lope could be seen but  lyere very
seld.om k i l led as they roamed on the pra l r ies and were very hard to  get
naQtr  annt : r r l r  t ;o  shoot .  I , 'or  severa l  sumr iers  p ick lng up buf fa lo  bones 6ave-b i re p ioneors a " l - i t t l "e  mone)r ,  as b ig anc l  l i t t le  rvould.  ta l :e  a l i ragon and

i roam over  the pra i r i ,es p ick ing up t l iese v , rh l te ,  b leached bor les,  Then the
men vroul -d take th .e load io  I ' i inc t  and"  se l l  i t .  Great  s tac l is  o f  the bones
cou ld  be  seen  neE t r  t he  depo t  t o  be  sh ipped  to  eas te rn  nn in fq  t r i  t - , c  used .
i n  r a f - i n i n c  ; ' , ; ; : ; -  

v ! ' r  t / v r r r u u  w v  v v

r r r  r - r r r  r r i r r r t )  S U g a i ' .

At or,.e t in:e the buffalo were so numerous that a ver), large l ierd of
them crosser l  the i r l issour j -  vrh i le  a s team boat  was pass ing and stoppecl
t i ie  s tearnboat .

A fe l ' r  o t ter ,  min l , .  and n iuskrats  coul -c l  bc found.  in  the near  b; ;  creeks.
Co.votes and vto lves could be heard.  every vr in ter  n ight .  Co; . 'o tes cL id.  not
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do very much darnage though
vuoulo chrase the co3r61"*  and
or  co l t s  wou lo  be  ta i l en  by
o f ten  seen  j -n  the  g rass  uu . t

.:  Lack of school vras fel-t by th-t_s
held three or four months cluring the
usual ly  manageci  to  at tenr ; ,  sornet imes
to l ,m anci  a t tendina.

t l :e  cLogs v;oulc  be r i i - l -eo an, i  eaten i f  they
Aet - in a f igirt  r, ' , , i t} :  therc. Cften your:t[ !  calves

the wol -ves.  The 6ar ter  anc l  b lovr  snakes v /ere
YJere har .ml-ess.

fami13r .  The school  ter rn was usual ly
v,r inter in CoaI l Iarbor. ?he children
cl r iv in i i  and other  t imes stay ing in

Year after year crops woulcl  be planteci"  a.nd t l : ie l tot  wincis wcul-d burn' l - h a n ' r r : r  D ^ s : d e s  t l : e  d r o u ; ; ? , t  t i r e ; i  h a c i  t h e  p r a i r i e  f i r e s  t o  c o n t e n r i  w i t h .
r }no ' : f  i ^ r r ' ^^  ? ' j r -sses  o f  f lames v rou- l  d  s1 'Jcep ovr :  r  t ! : c  p ra i r i -e  burn i -ng  every -u  ' u ! )  v

t l i i n , y :  be fo re  i t ' as  soon  as  the  g rass  began  to  d r ; ,  v rh i ch  v ras  i n  Ve ry
ear ly  sumrner .  T i :e  f i rs t  tho i r i ;h t  o f  every 1r i -oneer l l /as to  p l -ough f i re
brcaks around t l :e  ent i fe  farm.  At  f i rs t  one wide s t r tp  of  p foughing v ;as
macl .e ,  but  th is  was founcj .  jnsuf f ic ient  as the f i res vroul - r l  leap over  creetr rs ,
roac ls ,  or  th .esc s 'Lr ips;  so two st r i l :s  o f  p loughing \ . /ere rnar l "e  se - , 'era l
rods apar t ,  and the grass burnecL betv i reen the tvro s t r ips.  l i l l :en a f i re
was seen approaching b; .  g : :eat  lea.ps and bonnds,  a l l  hand.s v , rou lc i  rush for
sacks and pai ls  o f  vrater ,  c lous in. - ;  the sacks in to the vrater ,  t t ren vrh ip-
n ' i n +  f ' r o  f - i n 4  u n t i l  n o t  a  s l a r l :  v l a s  l e f t .j / - - r , b  u i , * r  r .  r l s u  J U r  u .

Once a i ; r rer l t  f i re  \ ' / i ls  n  s i r in i ;  tovrarr -L ' the housr , ,  f lames e lght  to  ten
fer : t  h igh.  lveryth ing was carr iec l  out  and 1:1aced near  a s1: r ing.  ' ' 'he

l i t t le  gr - r1 came oLr t  hugi i in ,3 her  do l1y th ink ing a l l  v ;ouId be v , ,e11 i f
ha'r. r l  n' l  1rr uro q save j. .  Tjre f j"re reache d, t j :e i ' i re brea.Jrs a11cl d. iec1 Out .

The winters l : Iere in tcnsc ly  co ld and lon i ; ,  v r - i t l i  quant i t : les of  snovr
in  b lLr ,zard"  af ter  hLLzzar l " . - -One instance r , ras r iuhen the s toc l ;  in  the barn
ltad no vra.ter for four clays rvit l :  the exception of some sno'i lr  vrhj.ch was
g iven  them. - -  O f ten  du r ing  a  b l i zza rd  they  r i . r e re  no t  v ,a te red  un t i l  t he' t - i r i  nr l  r lo : r  $ornet  i  rnes a ropc v lou lc i  be a. t tachecl  to  a personrs rva is t  or
at tact red to  the house and barn and in  that  vray they could go to  the
c r r r ' l op ino  } r ^FSes  o r  ca t t l e . .  Th i s  was  no t  en t i - re l ; r  sn fe  though  as  the
s i ' ]o t rY wes so suf focer t ing and b] ind inq i t  v r ias not  wise to  venture out  in to
i t .

The fa l l  that  the p i -oneer  and h is  fami ly  le f t  Joal  l iarbor ,  the win-
ter  came on uncx. j ;ectedly  ear1y.  Just  l ie fore i r - 'hanlcsgiv ing,  B.  yor lng boy
: rbout  f i f teen sta. r ted across the pra i r ie  vu i th  a f loc i< of  sheep to 1 'ur t le
z;o)ra. /r b}lzVard, came up ancl t ire boy i ' , ias frozen to Ceath and most of

: t ; re  sheep vt iere lost .  $evera l  d i f ferent  par . t ies searchecl  for  h is  bod.y,
bu t  i t  co r : . l c ]  no t  be  founc l .  The  ne : r t  sp r i ng  the " ' p ioneer t s  o ld "es t  son
fnrrn l  nqr . l - "  o f  t fue body--par ts  that  the v , ;o lves l : :ad le f t .  StOnes"had tO
be put  in  the cof f in  so the mother  vrould"  not  not ice the l ightness of
vrei"r: i : t  at the funeral.

The t rad ing in  the iv in ter  t in ie  1 ' . 'as donc b;  l lorscback.  Spr in$ vras
o n v i  n r r c ' l r r  u r q l t e f _  f O r  S O  a S  t O  g e t  t O  t O v r n  f O f  S O m g  O f  t i i . e  r ; e  c e s s i t i e s ,

Coa. l  s-nc l  i ' too( i  vJas easi l - . i  sec,ure jd.  f ron i  the i i lssot . r , r i ;? iver  ns thcre
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are  g rea t  ve lns  o f  l i gn i t e  coa l -  a l l  a long  the  eas tc rn  banks  o f  t he  r i ve r
T} :ere is  a lso a burn i -ng coal  mlne f rom vrh ich smolce can be seen i -ssuing.
The whole top is honeycombed wlr.ere the coal has been burned. I 'urther
to the east ,  a  d is tance f rom the r iver ,  buf fa lo  ch ips were used a l though
nann la  t , t n r r ' l r r  hau l  r vOOd f fOm the  r iVe f ,  gO ing  a  d , i s tance  O f  t v l en t y  m i l eSr . / v v I J r v  r r v q 4 u

.anc l  more.

Pa t r i ck  O tConnor ,  t he  nea res t  ne ighbor r ' , yas  abo ' r t  two  and  a  ha l f
mi les aY' /ay.  The) . i '  i l rere of  l r is i r  c lescent  of  the lower c lass but  proved
to  be  l t i n r l  ne i6hbors ,  Pe te r  Longbe l l e  l oca tec l  a  yea r  01 "  so  l a . t e r "  ebou t
a mj  le  no l lh lvest  o f  the homestead

The farnr  machinery \ r { rs  very J imi tc , i  as evcryth in i  hac l  e i ther  to  be
r . rnr rmlr# r - . - :  .+ tambOat f fOnt  i3 isnarc l ;  Of  Caf ted by team A d is tanCe Cf  s iXty-v r  v 4 f i r r v  v J  u v \

f i ve  m l les  to  0oa1  i l a rbo r  f nom B lsmarck .

The fami ly  l j .ved on the homesierLd f ive yea"rs  and t l :en moved,  to  Coal
I larbor .  l lere the o lder  boys en; ;ageci  in  c l r iv ing mal .1  routes.  One drove
from' / t 'as l rburn to  I 'or t  Ber tho ld and the other  dfove f ' ron i  Coal  l iarbor  by
the v la l r  o f  ] iancock to  T iashburn.  Each took tv ' ro  c la ; rs  to  rna l le  the t t ip .
Jarnes l ,ar t ron had a.  b lac i ;srn i th  shop and.  a lso engaged in  farmlng.  uoal
Harbor  r r ' ras a srnal - l  p lace boast in6;  o f  one store and hote l  combined,  ov lned.
?rr r  n .onnrya c . r  l : iob lnson ( i ie  and h is  wi fe  both Lngl ; is ] , r ) ,  a  school  anc l  f iveP J  v v v l { i u  u .

dvre l l in ; ;  i ro i )ses;  a lso a 1og bui ld ing;  bu i l t  by i ' i r .  r (ob inson for  the
accomrnodat ion of  lnd ians,  es; :cc ia l ly  d-ur ing r , ' , r t l t  v ' rerLther .  A lso here the
Ind ians  v le re  one rs  . j r e  a te  s t  f r i enc1s .

Once rvhen there t ras qui te  z  lar ; ;e  encal ' lpment  of  t i ,em jn  to t rn some
o f  t he  o lde r  ones  j nv i t e i i : r . 11  the  to r i " ' n  t o  one  o f  t he i r  dances  i n  th i s'r n - rrrr i  l  r l" i  n . j ' f tci ,  c=Jcyx o:ft  1"g Lr ln, t l , to of the l-r.r; :e in: sky Indians4 \ / J  r J q ! + u r r r J .

stat ioned.  thcmselves in  the smal :L c ioorwa.y vr i t l l  tornahat :hs in  t l ie i r  h .ands,
and nf ter  the Ind. ian dance they maclc  each onc pay ten cents bcfore they
cou l -d  l eave .

One quiet  a f ternoon when onJ. ;  the Pj -onecr ts  I ' i i f ' c  ancr  daughter  v , iere
in t}:e tror.rse, &il  r:1c' l  Indlarr b;,- t lre narne of ! le:<.as Joe t lalked into the
hoi :sc n ia l i in l  h ' ' i l rsc l f  per fect ly  a t  horne .  Soon hc begr .n to  sharpen a butch-
er ]:nife and. a razor. lhe nore he slr.arirened- thet.: t l- 'c inore nervols th.e
r r i  nnoa r .  t  a  r : r i  f 4  beca . l i c .  ; t i na l1y  t t r e  l i t t ,  l c  g i f  J -  r 1 .n  oVer  tO  the  ne l . l hbo rs
I J I  V r r v v  r  u  r v  ! t  \

h r i ' l -  
' l r o f  

n r r ,  , q r 1 \ r n t 1  F  p O t t r r . n p d  t h p 1  T n r ]  ' i  n n  6 r r - i  a { - 1 ' z  n r r - F  ' l - } ' e f n  R t I f l r r  A i r d  I  e f t .U U t r  l J ; I L / f ' U  q l r . , U l r g  I s L ' u l I j E U ,  U r I q  . L I l u ! q l l  Y q t v u J ! Y  . t 1  - u  u ; i v r r r  s r r c ( ,  r \

' , ;h i le  
in  Joal  l iarbor ,  many lvere t i :e  var ious dut ics the p ioneet '  and

his  v , i i fe  i :ad t i r  per form.  ( ieor$e S.  l ' iob i -nsons lost  the1r ' l ; l r i rd  ch i ld" ,  a
#-inrr t^ ohrr rg.meS Bartron rnAcle a l i t t le COffin Out of rough l i ,rn^ber, plan-U I r r J  v q w J .  u (

ni -ng as best  he could.  I I i -s  rnr i fe  l ined i t  v t i th  cot ton and.  t t 'h i tec,mater j .a l
nn. l  t l rc  hshrr  t r?as la iC in  i t  and.  bur j -eo a shol t  d" is tanCe f rotn to l , ' rn .  Thev " v J

fa ther :  pronouncef l  a  few vrords of  benedic t ' ion over  the grave.

. The d.octor l ived twenty-f ive rni les away at ' ' rashburn and. once v.then
t i re  p ioneerrc  vr i fe  was very s ic l<,  one of  h .er  sons roc ie horseback a l l  one
n i  nh { -rrrts' lrrr '  to go to Y' jasi lburn and back to obtain med"icine.
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