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. C. F. Bolkan, early ssttler and ploneer of Griggs County, was born
in 1854 néar Trondhjem, Norway., In 1866 he came with his parents to
America where they settled in BHock County, Wisconsin, about 25 miles
south of ladison.

: For nine years they resided here, until Mr. Bolkan moved to Towa

. dwere hls folks had gone a couple of years before. He stayed here five
years, untll 1880 when he came to North Dakota, Besides himself, he had
two compsnions, John Dahl and Ole Hapvick, They travelled by railrcad
to Fargo and then took a steamboat up to Caledonia, a small town one and
& half miles from the Red River. In those days, Caledonia, although
only having a few families, was the county seat of Trail County, rail
Gounty, then, included Griggs and Stecle too.

As there were no branches off the mein railroad running through
Fargo to Bismarck, the three men were forced to walk from Jaledonia to
the S8heyenne Velley, which was their destination. This distance was
about sixty miles,

" The country wes thinly settled all over and con this eide of what
ls now Portland, there were practieally no inlabitante. .In one instancs,
the men passed the last settler's shanty about noon and were forced to
gleep out on the prairies, 1t was the last part of April and the ground
was wet and slushy for there had just been a fierce snow storm., Beasides,
they had no blankets or overcoates, so altogether they spent a very dis-
agreeable night, The mext morning they set out on foot again and reached
the hills of the Sheyenne Valley at about the place where the Arneson
home east of Finley now is, However, they did not believe that they had
reached The Sheyenne fiver, for they had besn told that the country was
very hilly and also thet the timber was very thick., They soon met two
men, though, and they were informed that they had reached their degti=
nation and that they were only one mile and a2 half from lr, Cpheim's
claim, he being the first settler in the S8heysnne Valley.

The next thing these men did was to take out claims, 0Of course,
the land was not surveyed go the only way by which they could have the
land was to stay and live on it. All three of the men decided to stay
and Mr, Bolkan took cut his claim on Section 34 in Washburn Township or
on the place where Chester Piatt now has his farm., 1In 1881 the land was
surveyed and the claims officially recorded so after a couple of years
the land was provéd and ilr, Bolkan went out working during the summery
-»nd fall months, As there was very little wopk to be obtained around
..ere, he went to farms around Valley City and Casselton. p

In 16884 lir, Bolkan was mgrried to Pauline 8pelde, one of the first
schoolteachers around here. They have had nine sons, all of whom are
living except one. They are: Rudolph, Freeman, Edwin, George, Alfred,
Albert, Carl, and Peter, -

The Bolkan family lived in severgl places Before moving into the
clty of Cooperstown where they still reside., They came in here in 1907,
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AjLo % of pioneer days by C. P. Bolkan
,:i to lMrs. Clakee Jackson.

When the river éllay east of Cooperstown was first settled this
was a part of Trailli Co. In Jan. or Feb. 1881 the territorial legislature
get apart about the ‘wegtern half of this county and called 1t Griggs Co.
in honer of a Red River steamboat captain but it wes not organized tmtil
the summer of 1882.At that tims it included the pressut Stesle Co. Epxfaidk

By fall in 1881 there wers 6 or 7 femilies in the neighborheod who
had children they wished could have a little schooling during the winter.
But am there was no school organization nor teachers available they agreed
among themselves to offsr me the job. Though I was not prepared for a
teacher I was glad to get a chance tc earn my living and a little more for
a while and accepted their cffer and conducted what they callsd a school
through Jan. Peb. and Mar. of 1882, Eeing that John Qualey kad the biggest
house , a twe-gtory log cabin I thinkl4¥lé fset with a lean to cn one side .
That side building was us2d as a schoel house., As I kept no record of
anytning I cannot give you exact information but I think there were about
15 pupils and they came from th~ Opheim and Hohnson families on Secl?
Township (Yashburn) 146 R. 58.; the Arnescn and lMonson(Stedle Co. )
families,®sc. 6,T7. 146,8. 537; John Qualey(Pomness) Ssc.36,T.147,R. 58;
Iver Seim( Stesle Qo )Sec 30,T. 147,7 57. There was an Olson family a
little further north but I can not remembér whether or not any one from
there attended.

T boarded about 2 wesks with each fambly and the nextf
gsummer they did a little breaking for me as pay. My memory ie so faulty
that T cannot remembar all names and many have disappeared in one way
or ancther, but thsre are a few left here such as Nels Armeson and it
may be that his two sisters Hrs Ella bergstrom and lMrs Anna lic Derniot
now of Cooperstownalsc attended. I am not sure that John Johnson was one

of them,but I think his twe younger brothers Bernard and Carl werse.
Yels Qualey,Albert Monson,iirs. Albert lionscn,a Qualey girl, and lary Seilun,
now lirs Andrew Dahlin of Binford and Nels Opheim wers in the bunch.

Afier Griges Co. was crganized about midsummer '82 there was
a school district fermed in the Mardell neighborhcod that fall and the
following winter $le Serungard taught school in the log cabin fow standing
on the Oourt House grounds)aitar the Opheim family had btuilt their fraue
house.

think the first school house in Washburn was built in '84

on or near the old Mardelil town sits a few rods south of ths present
Nels Arneson house This was used for church meotiugs and other| gatherings
for many years. Ona of the early traveling preachers I rewsuwber hsaring
was & Pev. Lundeby at the homs of John Torfin on what is new & Usland
farm L ory mile south of the bridge school house. This man travedsd
up and down ths river couniru for several years but mads his permanent
home in S. W, Nelson Co. where he died in *the late nineties. Thave were
one or tho preachsrs from ths Coose Piver se*'liomen® Wi visited the
early Criggs settlsment,but as wy memory fails me so sadly ,I havs no pame
for them.

I cannot givs you any information about Lars Ulven as I did not
kpow him and only saw him when I helped take care of him 1 or 2 nights
when he was sick and deleriocus a short time before he disd. It had been
decided in some way to bury nim at ths Opheim place and I supposc this was
an agrosment between his sister and the Opheims and it may be that NelsOpheim
gﬁurd somsthing about him that I didn't but I thought he wculd be between
O and 40.,
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As the pioneer trail fron the east led rigit to Opheims house and every=
body called thets I thind ¥sls Ophedm,being much younger and probaply uas
i a better mwemeory than I ,could give you a littles information about those
// early preachers and their doinge.The Cphein homs is about 2 mile dus morth
v of Mardsll

There was not a great variety of auusement the first yesars. As horses
ware searcs and no roads, most of the wen made skiisaftsr the first bad
snowstorm in Jan 1881 and they were used a grsat deal for several winters.
I recall one nice Sunday we gathored at the Iver Seim place and spent

the aftsrnoon at the hill where we could have long smooth slides cr as
stesp and rough as any one darsd to use them., At this time thers were 1l
pairs of skiis and ssveral men and boys without,and the skiis wers busy
all the time,and when anyonr wanted *o rest he could just watch the others
glide and fall and that was just as much fun as sliding . Some times there
waredancing parties put on in the crowded cabins with always coffee,lunch ,
and it aiso was a common practice to distribute a little alcohol or other
hard liquor,which was appreciated bumest of *the men at that tiume.
Then when a preacher came along they would ge and listen to him, so they
got along just as well as they do now.

Boing as Nels Ophein has lived in Washburn since 1879 until new he could
probably give you a little better detailed. infcormetion. I moved away
from there in 1902.

312,7%h 8% 8. , Fargo

P.S. Nr 6pheim now resides just east of the Tiret Luiheran Parsousgs i
Oooparstown.
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Biography of Ole Bolkan
: , --Mery Brosten

It was with a sinking heart and with 2 slight feeling of resentment
mingled with curiosity that I began my work on this pliloneer story. I ap-
proached my pioneer somewhat with awe for an individual who had endured
21l these hardships, all the inconveniences coupled with the probability
of never seeilng ones own people agaln, surely demands the highest respect
and consideration we, as a present generatlion, can show them. All we need
fo do 1is but to glance around our community to see what they have ac-
complished. It remains with us to prove what we can do to match out
intellect as well as abilities with theirs to show what we can accomplish.

The contents that follow express but in a meagre way what this worthy
citfizen has endured, has accomplished, and has acquired during his stay
in our state, North Dgkots.

ir. Ole Bolkan was born on Jgnuary 18th, 1849, in Stordalen, Northern
Tronhjem, Norway. His mother's name was Annie lyr, his grandmother's on
the mother's side was also Annie Myr, but the grandfather's name has been
forgotten. Mr. Bolkan's father's name was Peter Bolkan. His grandfather's
name on the fether's side was Christopher Bolkan and his grandmother's
name was Mollie Bolken.

Mr. Bolkan's father hearing glowing reports of Americs about what
had been asccomplisghed and might be accomplished, decided that the family
could better itself by teking passage for this glorious country. Hard-
ships were endured in Norwsy also, therefore lr. Bolkan together with
his father, his mother, and his three brothers, Christopher, Martin, and
Gustav, and his sister, Anna Petrins, salled for the United States in 1866.
The whole family settled in Orfordville, Wisconsin, and lived there for
seven years. Thinking they could better themselves, the family moved to
Iowa, and there they bought land in Worth County, Northwood, Iowa.

Mr. Bolkan received interesting reports sbout North Daskots through
his brother, Christopher, who came here in April, 1880. Being enthused
over this information of North Dakota he decided to come out and get
land. On October 1st, 1880, Mr. Bolkan came to Fargo having driven there
with horses, two colts and one older team and in a covered wagon. He
had then driven from Davenport, Iowa, covering a distance of 700 miles.
Finding employment he hired out at the Dalrymple ranch near Casselton
for $70.00 per month with 2 horses and himself snd worked there until
it froze up. On November 14th he then started out for this locality
where his brother, Christopher, slready was living. After some debating
7 * to which pilece of 1land to "gquat" on he settled in Section two on the
northeast quarter as his homestead, and the southwest cuarter he took
as hils tree claim. This wags in Sverdrup township 145, Range 58 west.

He did no building that fall but only cut logs for a esbin. He left

here for Valley City agein driving with a team end wagon where on Dec-
ember 24th he went by rsll to Iowa where he was married on New Year's

Day to Mary Everts of that state. She was only 19 years old when mar-
ried and certainly it took a brave heart to go out in the wilderness
knowing nothing of what the future hed in store, but going blindly into
herdships snd difficulties, but hers was an unflinching nature and she
showed no hesitance in her undertaking. MNr. Bolkan came back in the spring
by reilroad to Valley City, Mrs. Bolkan remsining with his parents for



Blography of Ole Bolkan
--lMary Brosten

two months after he had left waiting until the cabin was ready.

At this time the mail for this locality was taken from Velley City
which was the negrest railrosd station, by a maill caerrier with team and
buggy to the Lee Post Office 15 miles from Mr. Bolkan's claim, so it was
110t uncommon for the pioneers not to get mail for weeks and weeks at o
time. Therefore lir. Bolkan dld not receive the letter from Mrs. Bolkan
telling she would arrive a t a certain time. Bewildered and alasrmed
fearing there might have been an accident, yet determined to go on, she
acted on her own gccord, and hired a man to take her to Mr. Bolkan's
claim. Traveling then was by means of a mere trail, not a highway, so
1t is 1little wonder when they approached a fork in the rosd they knew
not which one to take. To mske matters worse the driver decided he must
return home, After due deliberstion, lMrs. Bolkan chose one trail which
eventually took her to an scquaintance of lir. Bolkaen's who directed her
accordingly. Imagine lMr. Bolkan's surprise and joy when coming in the

evening from heying and finding her already established in their little
log cabin.

Mr. Bolkan sold his older horses shortly after coming here, so he
hed only the younger team left together with one breaking plow brought
from Iowa. With this equipment he broke the land for his first year's
crop which he seeded by hand. He broke land for 10 acres of oats and 5
acres of wheat ‘which when harvest came he cut with a cradle. When we
realize that one zble man could lgy only four acres of wheat in one lan?—
day 1n long even swaths, we can well sppreciste what this undertaking
meant to cut a total of 15 acres. The grain had to be bound by hand,
which he did by twisting ends of grain together meking a temporary knot,
sufficlently strong to hold a good amount of grain, afterwards placing
1% in shocks and after thet it was stacked aswwas the customg in Norway.

Fortunately a steanger casme into the vicinity with a little threshing
rlg, crossing at Sibley's Crossing and threshing any grain pioneers might
have. Although lMr. Bolkan was not at home at this time, he having gone
out for fall's work, yet his wife managed it all very ably, and as a
result he was 170 bushels of oats and 70 bushels of wheat richer. None
- of this grain was sold for the wheat was kept bothhfor seed and to be
ground 1nto flour, the oats had not been threshed, but wss fed to the
horses in the bundle form. The bundles having to be chopped out of the
snow and ice with an ax. His wheat he took to Valley City to be ground
into flour. Cash charges were not common then, but the millers would
-ake every eighth bushel of wheat for payment. Surely this custom must

have been brought here by our immigrants, for it is again the old country
method.

There was also a mill at Portland North Dskota, where Mr. Bolkan
had wheat ground, but he said it was a question as to which one manhaged
to give him back the least, in other words, who put the most in his own
bin. The winter of 1880-1881 saw a very hegvy snow which remasined until
April 14th before any melting took plsce. The snow was so hard that it
carried even the weight of horses. The winter of 1881-1888 saw an early
snow but 1t left again before Christmas.
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lir. Bolkan bought his supplies which were rather few from Valley
City, but they always had =211 necessities of 1life.

The log cabin which he built in the spring of 1881 was 18 ft. sduare,
boasting even an upstairs, which meant a palace for the early piloneer
Aays. This served as their dwelling house for many years.

In 1882 he broke 20 acres on his own land and by bresking land for
other people he mansged to earn extra money, not otherwise to be had. :
In the spring of 1882 he bought a seeder. This he hauled from Hope which
was merely a railroad station then, the railroad having come there in
1882.

In the summer of the same year he also bought a binder in company
with a nelghbor. This mechinery together with a harrow gave his suf-
ficlent working tools for some time. He graduslly broke more land snd
expended in genersl so it seemed but o matter of a few years until he
had his land under cultivation.

There were four children born into the family, two who are living.
Gustavus, the oldest, living now on Mr. Bolkan's homestead, and Angeline,
Mrs. Olaf Syverson, living in the valley near the Sheyenne River about
2 miles from the homestead.

lMr. Bolkan did not experience the thrill of seelng "wild" Indilans,
~but he did see some who traveled back and forth digging snake root,

which they sold for medicinal purposes, 21so he saw some who csnoed down
the Sheyenne, whose waters were much larger than now. They traveled
between Standing Rock, South Dakota, to Devils Lake, North Dskota, which
Was e reservatlon where the government had given them land. However, he
did see the results of an interesting heppening. -Two Indian tribes who
were enemles had been out hunting. They met and immediately = battle
followed. Twenty-elght graves mark the place where this happened. These
graves were very evldent when Mr. Bolkan first came here. He personslly
counted the mounds, also a half breed who used to be = trespper, not taking
ectlve part in the battle but hsd been stationed in s ravine tending horses
while the fight was on, told him. ‘ i

It is Mr. Bolkan's belief thet we can find Indian graves on top of
the hills a2ll along the Sheyenne River. He has seen perts of skeletons
brought to Cooperstown found on Martin Uelsnd's farm, slso on the Asre-
Sed farm. Indiens brought remsins all the way from the Red River Vel-
ley to be buried here. Their belief was that the body would come to
life again. This vicinity waes considered a very fine hunting ground,
therefore they buried their dead here, where upon awakening they .should
be happily surrounded, and dear to the heart of the Indians, hunting
would be possible at once.

Much to his disgppointment he did not see the buffalo herds, so much
spoken of, but he said that further west in the state as well as in

Montana they were plentiful, so much so that people were killing them
mefely for their hides.
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An industry in which szlmost every pioneer assisted, including MNr.
Solkan, was picking buffelo bones, which they then sold to agents in
Cooperstown and they in turn shipped them to eastern markets to be ground
up for fertilizer, and to be used in sugar refining. This proved very
profitable to many, as the bones were wery sbundent, the entire skeleton
~Leing found frequently. Mr. Bolkan did not pick a great desl but received
#8.00 per tonfy for what he sold. He spesk of one, Mr. Johnson, making
e Tortune for these days by merely picking buffalo bones. Mr. Bolkan
told of a happening at this particular time which as interesting and
which he knew was also picking bones. Unfortunately these bones were
very dry end it took many many bones to make a ton.

This particular man decided to improve upon the method. One morning
as the farmers were coming into town with their loads, this men also
wes 1n line. When it came his turn to weigh his load, it was found that
he had 3 tons, while the others had scarcely one. They a2ll were very
much surprised to hear this, wondering how it could be possible. How-
ever, he himgelf let the cat out of the bag later on and they found out
he hed soaked the bones in water.

Slbley's trail which we gll know after studying State History showed
very plainly when Mr. Bolksn came here. Heuling provisions from Brecken-
ridge to Devlils Leke for the Indians was common and this trsil was used.
Sibley's crossing is about 18 miles south of Bolkan's clesim. When he
crossed here the first time he could not imegine what the high embank-
ment of dirt wes for but it was the breast works thrown up by Sibley's
army when they camped there over night while on their way to fight the
Indians along the Missouri.

Of a1l the hardships and obstacles met with in Mr. Bolkan's ploneer
days the dry years from 1883 to 1888 were the most difficult. Finally
in 1888 a bumper crop seemed to be coming again, the future seemed bright,
and hopes for buying more land which would eventually bring returns were
experlenced especlally, so when he hed the opportunity of buying land
adjoining his own for él0.00 per acre and pay at any time convenient,
when gll was 80 rencouraging a heavy frost ceme killing every spear of
wheat he had so heddid not harvest s kernel. In those deys wheat was
everything. To meke matters worse, one of his two horses "committed
sulclde" by henging himself in his halter while he and the other horse
were helping the neighbors. All the rest put together did not begin to
compare with this dissppointment. Then he sz2id it seemed he Just had to
s+Ve up, but somehow he overcame even this, he again mastered it and from
then on times were not so bad.

Mr. Bolken's:stories were all so interesting I wish I might tell
them 211 but it would mske this too lengthy.

However, gredually times adjusted themselves and slowly improvementsg
were mede in machinery. Crops were failr so eventually they could build
albetter home and barn. Low prices for grain, hail, rust, droughts, and
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killing frosts have 211 been obst acles met with in Mr. Bolkan's life,
but he has been brave and kept on. :

Unfortunately lMrs. Bolkan passed away in 1914 and since that time

Mr. Bolkan hes done little farming. He 1g now making his home with his
_daughter. '

Mr. Bolkan was interested in improvements and education. He was-
the first member of the School Board of this district.

When seeing and talking with lir. Bolkan one can very easlly see the
grim determination which must have been his, but which has now left him
and lnstead he 1s enjoying 1life and nature in a quiet contented way for
which he found 1little time while pioneering.
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o was not uncommon far thHe pianeer& not to get mail for wﬁ&kﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁtﬁeﬁk_
% al & tieé, Thorefore My, Polksn did not regeive the leilter from , :
.. Bolkan telling she would srrive st a certain time. Dewildersd and &
by alarmed- fesring theére might have been sn accident; yeu determined tﬁuw,w;.%.,
% go on, she soted on her own socord; snd nired & wen to toke her o ‘
- H#r, Bolkan's elalm, Traveling thea weg by means of & mere tr&il, nét f 3
| “hlghwey, so 1t 18 Little wonder when fhey &pyra&ghad g fork id the roed -
7 0 they kuew not whloh one to dake. To meke matters worse the driver de- 4
v oided he wugh return home, After due deliberstion, Nrs. 3Jolkan ch&et a0
| .. one trall which eventually to&k her 16 an aogusinfance of ¥r, Boliants
who dirseted her accoxdingly. Imagine ur, Bolkants surprise snd se%‘& ey
“when ooming in the evening frow hayinﬁ and ftﬁéiag her alraaﬁy eata ST
1ished in their little log cobif, - e |
= ‘

L T¥r. Solken sold his oldex horses shortly aftar ﬁﬁ&inﬁ xere, 50 hv hﬁﬁ
. only the younger tesa left togeilisr with one breaking plow brought trﬁu
lowa. 9ith this equipment bhe broke th 1&&& for 'nis firsl year*a S0P j,.,
. which he seeded by hand, Me broke lund for 10 adres of eats snd [ zoves =
% pf wheat which when harvést came hs aa% #ith & credle. %hea we renlize ey
ey that one able men could. lsy only. four acres of wheat ia one land dey in
“ 7% leng even gwaths, we can well sporeciste whet this undartaking mesnt to -
% out mototel of 15 ascres, .The grsin had %o be bound by tend, whics he -
gk o O tdiating ends of‘grainfzbgathem waking a teaporsry knot, sufil-
o —‘Qi&ﬂtly 8t to hold a good smount of groin, afterwarde plactag it in
et znhaaka snd aftér that it ‘was stesked ag was the gustowm in“¥orwsy. :
Fo "Y¥ortuhately a strenger pame intg the vieinity with o 1ittls. %hraﬁﬁing i
s o TN groesing at Pivley's. Croceing and threshing any -grain ptoae&rs‘taghtw; :
b = 1ha?&. Although “r, Bolkes wad not 4% Kome at this tine, he havimg gann
o gut Tar fallle werk, yet hie wife managed 3% wll wvery ably, andse &
cioor o reaulkt he was 170 Bushels of 'oate and 70 bushels of wheat richer, rﬁﬁng TR
~of this grsin wes gold for the wheat wag kept hoth for.seed and to be .
oo ground lite flour, the oats had fhot boen threshed, but was fed o the
. . horees In the bunile form.. The bundlee having %o be chopped out: of %&t
S anow and 1cq~with,&n ‘axy  Him wheat he took %o ¥h1ley 24ty 1o be gggnnd : 1
V7 . Ants flour, Oash charges »ele not Common Lhen, but whe milleys would - - -
So4h  teke gvery eighth buchel of: ‘wheat far psysent, Surély this pustom auutf., o
'h&ya bedn trought hsxe by sur. 1&m&gt&n&¢* Aor 1t 18 again tha alé ¢¢ua~ 4 0
ry mathod, 0
are wa: aleo a xixl e ?uxtman, Horth ﬂaketa, vneza e, Bclkanﬁpad G
ol v.wheaﬁ ?zgané ‘but he said 1t was & quemtlion ze $9 which one managed o ;jg»
5. c@ive him back the least, in other word, who put 'ha most in hie own.bim.
oo The winter of 1880-1881 saw a very heawy anow which remeined uatil Apri} AR
| < 14%h before sny melting took plaoes#‘%he-anan was 80 hard thati 4t care =
'vﬁ< ried sven the weight of horses. The winter of $881~1583 aaﬁ%xn e&rlr
- gnow but 1t 1&Tt again before Chrisimes, i
g Tk 'ﬁgr; polksn voushit hie suppliss which were ratﬁar tow troa vxlley ka!,
Lo out they Alweye had nll neeessities of lifes
./ DThe log cabin which he Built in the ¢ of l&&l was lﬁ*xt‘ 3@&5:@,
© . boasting even an ‘upstalir: whigh mesn ¢a*ailscasféx,§ha garly yiﬁ@eat
' doyd. Thie served zs their dwelling hsua# for meny yesrs. %
1882 he broke 20 aores on nis own land and by bresking lend
T lﬁ_ha mansged 15 earn axﬁf& y hﬂtﬁ&sﬁ tﬂ fkﬁﬁ’
’ £ 1882 he bought & scede Ihisg aul - Heg
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F’}éﬁv ;a I, tha‘nami ye&r he aﬁa&‘ﬁauﬁht . &inﬁcr~ta e th
S . h Heighbor,  This machinery - ﬁagather with 2 herrow gave bia: auxt&elanié

wozking ‘toola for some Glme, gﬁ radually broke smore land end ex _
in genersl eo it esecued buk & m&t ¥ of 5 féw yaaxa un%iz ha'haﬁ hiﬂ iy
'{iand under gultivation. : Ig
‘There were four children born inte the faaily, tun who vre Ziving;
tavug, the oldest, living now on ¥¥. Dolkan's hdseetend, snd ﬁngﬂkina
4 ¥es. Olarl %y?arsanq Living in the ?alﬁey hear the Sheyenue ﬁiv@r gbﬁua
2L 2 mileg fron the hosastesd.
s -Aﬁr. Bolkan 41d not experience the tnrill ot Eeeing Muiid" !nﬁians, T et e
= he did see pome who traveled baok and forth digzing ennke root, which )\,ﬁJ
¢ Shey sold for mediginal purposes, aleo he saw some who omnoed down the
- “heyenne, whose waters were much larger than now, They traveled %aﬁtnﬁn i
gtanding Hock; South Dukota, to Devils Lake, ¥orth Dakota, which wag a
" reservation where the government had given them lsnd, Wowever, he dig .
s&e the resulte of an inferesting hapvening, Two Tndinn tribes who were .
enemisg had been out hunting. They wet and lmwediately o battlis followed.
‘rwenty- elght graves mark the place where this ‘hgppened.  These graves
_were very evident when Yr. Rolken first ceme Kepre, WHe paraonslly~¢auntiﬂ
‘ - the mounds, aleo & half breed who used: %0 be & trapper, not taﬁtﬁg 86-
| - tlve part in the battle but had been stationed 1n}a xavtne tendtng hors - -
' _ges while the fight wee on, told him, s
fft is %r. Rolken's beliefl thut we osn find Inﬁian grsvcm an tep of th#
1 hille &1l glong the Shayenne Riwer, He has seen parte of gkeleotong ®
' ‘brought to Coopergtown found on Martin Jelsnd'e farm, alss on the- Auran )
- oo mted farm. Indians brpught reasine sll the way fros tHe Hed Fiver- ?a&‘ b
s ley o be burie? here, Their belief wes that ths body would soae %o ok
| o 1ife ggain. - This vicinity was conéldered = very fine ‘hunting ground,; i
s “therefors they burled their dead here, where upon awakening ‘thay ahauiﬁ
o be happlly naxrouagnd, Bnd dear to. the neart bi tne Indiaus, hanting

. would be poseible at once. e
. or#ugh to his dlsappointuent ne &id 1ot see tks buffalo hexﬁs. g9 much
S gpoken of, wut he goid that further west in the state sz well s in \_‘
Jdontsna Lhey were plentiful, so mueh aa that puaﬁle'var@ killin& thﬁn horadd
- merely for their hides. bt
S 4T3n industry in whioh simost every aioaeen agel ca, 1n¢1u@1nﬁ ﬁr. @mi« e )
ksn, was plcking buffalo Ennes, waich _they th  #sold to ngtntﬁ 1n,€oapern~ ]
:w“-« town snd they in turn shioped them to esstern savrkete Lo be pround up % ?
Y for fertilizer, and to be used in sUZAT refinis This proved very - -
profitable te many, ne thé bones were very sbaun q&!, the entire skeléton -
- pednez found frequently. Mr. Bolkan 14 not niok's grest desl but re-
e  gelved ssuﬁ¢ per ton for what he sold, . He apkkd of ons, ¥y, Jahnsan, _
.4 waking o fortune for theee days by merely picking buffalo bones. Mr, =
.+ Dolkan told of ¢ happening at shis psrticular’ time which as”lngareating vk
et snd wbioh he knew was sled pieking bonea,  TUnfortyhately jhese borau Coipoy
7 were very dry snd it took mweny many bouss to makKe s foh, o
‘_:~':,ff§£s pariztular.man decided to ilmprove upon the wethod. One maruing
‘. as the ferméps were ooming into town with their leads, thie men sleo
> wae in line; 7hen it ceome his fturn to welzn his load, it was found that s
.~ he hed 3 tqﬁs. while the others hed sosrcely one, They all were very =
mueh surprised So hear thie, wonderine how 1t could be Doseible. Howe
_ever, he himself let the cat pui of thﬁ beg inter on and. s&ay feupd sﬁﬁ =
;ﬂhe hed mosked the bones in weter. . . g
fa1bleyte treil whioh we all know aftor studying Stnte ﬂiswr‘sm@m &
very plazaix»mmsa Yr., Bolksn geme heres THan &ﬁg §r@visi0§$_.r0& u__j"ﬂ
;#iéga %a ﬁ#?ilﬁ L&ta fe% taﬁ znﬁimﬁa ﬂ&ireéﬁmﬂﬁ sﬁﬁ tkﬁa tre :
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FIT08 Tt tho Rerasnipk nuf ohEMROLER eat WIVE 4 HE BoTkante P s

S

ff*if'qanvaniant, #han all wae 29 engsurs
Y every gpear ol ' :
. days wheat wes sverything.. To make mstiéra woree, oue of his ﬁwg hﬁrm :
AT et

«».4*§r. Dolken's stories we. @ 8l ua-xntertating I'csah I“migﬁt teii kﬁan

' & Yetter home and barn.
.. i‘hesn gbstacles uet withiin ir. “olkan's 1ife,

;;;ffﬂsuen soeing snd talking with Yoy Belkern one oan very tusily gt the

s he. : ‘a# hat thﬁ gh i
;c;ﬁ. gaa«ﬁhg bruaut w&zxa ‘thrown uy?§§héiﬁi§r”;
. there over n&gh% :ha§m~aakth@ix ua;‘taAnght the

deys the dry years from 1882 to 1888 were the most 4iffisult, ‘?ian&iy
in 1888 g busper ¢ gp séemed Yo be. coming ;'ging the future ggemed -
* brizht, snd hopea for buying more laﬁd which yould eventually bring re-
turns wers g;p&ri&ﬁﬁaﬁ especizlly, €0 when he hsd the “appartunity ef -!~
)buying,léﬁa*adiain&gg wis own for #10.00 per fere and vay at sny ‘tiss
dAng n’ hesyy froaf camé killing ™

at he had sa be did not. haﬁvatt‘a kernel, In theaa

CiMgogeitted. sulcide® by h?ﬁ#iug himeelf in h&» hnitar‘ﬁh11$ he
other horse were helping thé neigbbors.  All the rest yuﬂ,kﬁg&thux d&&

not bogin $5 compars with this dissppointwént, Then He gald it i#ewgé | "

‘f{bm just had to jive up, but somehow he overcame aven %nit; hs asﬂiﬂ
mastored 4t mnd from then ou times ware Aot §o’bed.

ek 2 Lut 1% would msbe this too lenokiny,
o ﬂﬁowevar.ngadualar times adjusted &ha:aslvas anﬁ glﬁwly 1m¢xﬁvoaunts =
were madg In mschinery. Cropa were falr eo &ventually they can%d bu!&&?

Lop prices for grain, nailg rust, ﬁrnnghts, Riil&nh franﬁa hare ail
hﬁt he hse béau,arave aﬁ&
kept on,

fﬂﬁnrsrtnastély Hpe, nolkzn naasa&luuuy in 1814 and nia@e taat gima ?r,
galkgﬁ has done little feraing. He. 1s .qow m&kzas his: hawt nttn=hii
ﬁ”&r. n@lk&n was iﬁtnasataﬁ 1n 1aprev¢meu$d and»edueatien.- ns ﬁﬁgv*her

fivet acuber of the Johoel Sonrd of thie dfetrict,

‘gfim determinztion wileh wust heve been his, but which hes vow left '
" him and instead he 1e¢ enjoying life and nature in a quiet abu#én&ﬁé
tly faz whlah he found 1 tﬁie time while ﬁiansaviag A

Rt 7 _;,'; m!ﬁary srosten -
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PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
. 0le Bolkan

It was with a sinking heart and with a slight feeling of resent-
ment mingled with curiosity that I began my work on this pioneer story.
I approached my pioneer somewhat with awe for an individual who had
endured all these hardships, all the inconveniences coupled with the
probability of never seeing ones own people again, surely demands the
highest respect and consideration we, as a present cgeneration, can
show them. All we need to do is but to glance around our community to
see what they have accomplished. Tt remains with us to prove what we
can do to match out intellect as well as abilities with theirs to show
what we can accomplish.

The contents that follow express but in a meagre way what this
worthy citizen has endured, has accomplished, and has acquired during
his stay in our state, North Dakota.

“r. Ole Bolkan was born on January 12, 1848, in Stordalen, Norwav,
Northern Tronhjem. His mother's name was Annie Myr, his grandmother's
name on the mother's side wes also Annie Myr, but the grandfather's
name hes been forgotten. ''r. Bolkan's father's name was Peter Bolkan.
Fis grandfather's name on the father's side was Christopher Bolkan and
his grandmother's name was ‘'ollie Bolkan.

“r. Bolkan's father hearing glowing revorts of Americes about what
had been accomplished and might be accomplished, decided that the
family could better itself by taking passage for this glorious countrv.
Pardships were endured in Norway also, therefore Mr. Bolkan together
with his father, his mother, and his three brothers, Christopher,
Y"artin, and Gustav, and his sister, Anna Petrine, sailed for the "Inited
States in 18#88. The whole family settled in Orfordville, Wisconsin,
and lived there for seven years. Thinking thev could better themselves,
the family moved to Iowa, and there they bought land in Worth County,
Northwood, JTowa. '

Mr. Bolkan received interesting reports about Worth Dakota through
his brother, Christopher, who came here in April 1880. Being enthused
over this information of North Dakota he decided to come out and zet
land. On October 1, 1880, Mr. Bolkan came to FPargo having driven there
with horses, two colts and one older tean and in a covered wagon. He
had then driven from Davenport, Iowa, covering a distance of 700 miles.
Finding employment he hired out at the Dalrymple ranch near Casselton
for #70.00 per month with 2 horses and himself and worked there until
it froze up. On November 14 he then started out for this locality
where his brother, Christopher, already was living. After some de-
bating as to which piece of land to "squat" on he settled in Section
two on the northeast quarter as his homestead, and the southwest
quarter he took as his tree claim. This was in Sverdrup township 145,
Range 58 west. He did no building that tall but only cut logs for a
cabin. He left here for Valley City again driving with a team and
wagon where on December 24 he went by rail to Jowa where he was married
on New Year's Day to Mary Everts of that state. She was only 19 vyears
old when married and certainly it took a brave heart to go out in the
wilderness knowing nothing of what the future had in store, but going
blindly into hardships and difficulties, but hers was an unflinching
nature and she showed no hesitance in her undertaking. Mr. Bolkan
came back in the spring by reilroad to Valley City, Mrs. Bolkan re-

maining with his parents for two months after he had left waiting
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Ole Bolkan (continued)

until the cabin was ready.
At this time the mail for this locality was taken from Valley

'City which was the nearest railroad station bv a mail carrier with

team and buscy to the Lee Post Office 15 miles from Mr. Bolkan's
claim, so it was not uncommon for the pioneers not to get mail for
weeks and weeks at a tine. Therefore Mr. Bolkan did not receive the
letter from ¥rs. Bolkan telling she would arrive at a certain time.
Bewildered and alarmed fearing there might have been an accident, yet
determined to go on, she acted on her own accord, and hired a man to
take her up to Mr. Bolkan's clein. Traveling then was by means of a
mere trail, not a highway, so it is little wonder when thev approached
a fork in the road they %new not which one to take. To make matters
worse the driver decided he must return home. After due deliberation
Mrs. Bolkan chose one trail which eventually took her %to an acguaintance
of Mr. Bolkan's who directed her accordingly. Imagine Mr. Bolken's
surprise and joy when coming in the evening from haying and finding
her already establisghed in their little log cabin.

Mr. Bolkan sold his older borses shortly after coming here, so he
had only the younger team left together with one breaking plow brought
from Towa. With this equipment he broke the land for hie first year's
crop which he seeded bv hand. Fe broke land for 10 acres:=of oats and
5 acres of wheat which when harvest came he cut with a cradle. Then
we realize that one able man could lay only four acres of wheat in
one land day in long even swaths, we can well apvpreciate what this
undertaking meant to cut a total of 15 acres. The grain had to be
bound by hand, which he did by twisting ends of crain together making
a temporary knot, sufficiently strong to hold a good amount of grain,
afterwards placing it in shocks and after that it was staced as was"
the custom in Worwav. TFortunately a stranger came into the vicinity
with a 1little threshing rig, crossing at Sibley's crogsing and thresh-
ing any grain pioneers might have. Although Yr. Bolkan was not at
home at this time, he having gone out for fall's work, vet his wife
managed it all very ably, and as a result he was 170 bushels of oets
and 70 bushels of wheat richer. Mone of this grain was sold for the
wheat was kept both for seed and to be ground into flour, the oats had
not been threshed, but was fed to the horses in the bundle form. - Th
bundles having to be chopped out of the snow and ice with an ax. Hi
wheat he took to Valley City to be crommd into flour. GCash charges
were not common then, but the millers would take every eighth bushel
of wheat for payment. Surely this custom =mst have been brought here
by our immigrants, for it is again the old country method.

There wes also a mill at Portland, North Dakota, where ¥r. Bolkan
had wheat ground, but he said it was & question as to which ‘one managed
to give him back the least, in other words, who put the =ost in his
own bin. The winter of 1880-1881 saw a verv heavy snow which remained
until April 14 pefore any melting took place. The snow was®so hard
that it carried even the weight of horses. The winter of 1881-18%32
gaw an early snow but it left again before Christmas.

Yr. Bolkan bonght his supplies which were rather few from Vellev
City, but they 2lways had all necessities of 1life.

The log cabin which he built in the spring of 1881 was 18 feet
square, boasting ‘even an upstairs, which meant a palace for the early.
ploneer days. This served as their dwelling house for manv vears.

In 1882 he broke 20 acres of his own land and by breaking land

for other people he managed to earn extra money, not otherwise to be

e
e
8

36



Ole Bolkan (cdntinued)

had. 1In the spring of 1882 he bought a seeder. This he hauled from
Hope which was merely a railroad station then, the razilroad having
come _here in 18BZ.

In the summer of the same year he also bought a binder in company
with a neighbor. This machinery together with a harrow gave him sut-
ficient working toole for some time. FHe gradually broke more land end
expanded in general so it seemed but a matter of a few vears until he
had his land under cultivation.

There were four children born into the family, two who are living.
Gustavus, tHe-oldest, living now on Mr. Bolkan'e homestead, and Anceline,
Mrs. QOlaf Syverson, living in the valley near the Sheyenne River about
2 miles from the homestead.

Mr. Bolkan did not experience the thrill of seeing "wild" Indians,
but he did see some who traveled back and forth digging snake roots,
which they sold for medicinal purposes, also he saw some wWho canoed
down the Sheyenne, whose waters were much larger than now. They tra-
veled between Standing Rock, South Dakota, to Devils Lake, North Dakota,
which was a reservetion where the government had given them land.
However, he did see the results of an interesting happening. Two
Indian tribes who were enemies had been out huntins. Thev met and
immediately a battle followed. Twenty eigcht graves mark the place
where this happened. These graves were verv evident when Mr. Bol¥an
first came here. He personally counted the mounds, also a half breéd
who used to be a trapper, not taking active part in the battle but had
been stationed in a ravine tending norses while the fight was on, told
him.

It is Yr. Bolkan's belief that we can find Tndian craves on top
of the bhills all along the Shevenne River. Ye has seen parts of skele-
tons brought to Cooperstown found on Martin Ueland's farm, also on
the Aarestad farm. Tndt=ong brought remains all the way from the Red
River Valley to be buriéd here. Their belief was that the body wonld
come to life again. This vicinity was considered a very fine hunting
ground, therefore they buried their dead here, where upon awakening
they should be happily surrounded, and dear to the heart of the Indians,
hunting would be rossible at once.

Yuch to his disapprointment he did not see the buffalo herds, so
much spoken of, but he said that further west in the state as well as
in Yontana tney were plentiful, so much so that peorle were killing
them merely for their hides. ,

An industry in which almost every pioneer assisted, including ¥r.
Bolkan, was picking puffalo bones, which they then sold to agents in
Coonerstown and thev in turn qnlpped them t0 eastern markets to be
ground up for fertilizer, and to be used in sugar refining. This
proved very profitable to many, as the bones were very abundant; the
entire skeleton being found frequently. ¥r. Bolkan did not pick a great
deal but received it8 00 per ton for what he sold. He spoke, of one,

Mr. Johnson, ﬂaklnc a fortune for these days by merely DlCVln? buffalo
bones. Mr. Bolkan told of a happening at this particular tlme which

is interesting and which he knew was also picking bones. TUnfortunately
these bones were very dry and it took many manv bones to make a ton.

This particular man decided to improve upon the method. One
morning as the farmers were coming into town with their loads, this
man ‘also was in line. When it came his turn to weigh his load, it was
found that he had 2 tons, while the others had scarcelyv one. Tney all
were very much surprised to hear tnis, wondering how it could be

possible.
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Ole Bolkan (continued)

Fowever, he himself let the cat out of the bag later on and thev
found out he had soaked the bones in water. :

Sibley's trail which we all know after studying State History
showed very plainly when Mr. Bolkan came here. Hauling provisions
from Breckenridze to Devils Lake for the Indians were common and this
trail was used. Siblev's crossing is about 18 miles south of Bplkan's
claim. ‘inen he crossed here the first time he could not imagine what
the high embankment of dirt was for but it was the breast works thrown
up by Sibley's army when they camped there over night while on their
way to fight the Indians along the Missouri. ‘

Of all the hardships and obstacles met with in ''r. Bolkan's
pioneer days the 4ry years from 1882 to 18EE were the most diffiecult.
Finally in 1888 a bumper cron seemed to be coming again, the future
seemed bright, and hopes for buyving more land which would eventually
bring returns were experienced especially, so when he had the
opportunity of buying land adjoining his own for $10.00 per acre and
vay at anv time convenient, when all was so encouraging a heavy frost
came killing every speer of wheat he had so he did not harvest a
kernel. 1In those days wheat was everything. To make matters worse,
one of his two horses "committed suicide" by hangine himself in his
halter while he and the other horse wers= helping the heighbors. All
the rest put together did not being to compare with this disappointment.
Then he said it seemed he just had to give up, but somehow he overcame
even this, he again mastered it and from then on times were not so bad.

Mr. Bolkan's stories were all so interecsting T wish I might tell
them all but it would make this too lengthy.

However, gradually times adjusted themselves and slowly improve-
ments were made in machinery. Crops were fair so eventually they could
build a better nome and barn.

Low prices for grain, hail, rust , droughts, and killing frosts
have all been obstacles met with in Yr. Bolkan's life, but he has been
brave and kept on.

Unfortunately Yrs. Bolkan passed away in 1914 and since that
time Mr. Bolkan has done little farming. He is now making his home
with his daughter.

Mr. Bolkan was interested in improvements and education. He
was the first member of the School Board of his district.

When seeing and talkin: with Mr. Bolkan one can veryv easily see
the grim determination which must have been his, but which has now
left him and instead he is enjoying life and nature in a guiet contented
way for which he found little time while pioneering.

—--Mary Brosten
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JOSEPH BUCHHEIT Fasm @WWM '3 he,

The business interests of Binford have a worthy representative
in Joseph Buchheit, who 1s at the head of one of the leading
mercantile establishments of Griggs county and is also vice pres-
ident of the First National Bank of Binford. IHe was born in
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, May 2, 1854, and is a son of Jacob
and Mary (Buchheit) Buchheit, who were natives of Bavaria, Germany,
and although of the same name were not related. It was sbout
1831 that the father crossed the Atlantlic and settled in Ontario,
Canada, becoming one of the pioneers of Waterloo, where in the
midst of the wilderness he developed and improved a farm. About
1862 he removed to St. Joseph county, Indiana, and purchased a
farm near South Bend, which had been partially improved and to 1ts
further development and cultivation he devoted his energies for
many years. IHe cleared away the timber and converted the land
into productive fields. He'was over eighty-fomr years of age
et the time of hes death, and his wife died at the age of sixty~-
elght years.

In the family of this worthy couple were thirteen children, eight

of whom reached maturity, and Joseph Buchheit of this review is

the eighth in order of birth. He was hbout eight years of age

when taken by his parents to Indiana, where he attended the district
schools. In 1870 he began clerking in a store at Mishawaka,
Indiana, and continued to Tollow that occupation for six years,

at the end of which time he located upon a farm which his father

had purchased in addition to the original tract.

In 1880 Mr. Buchheit came to North Dakota and after spending a
short time in Cass County, located in Griggs county in the fall of
1882. He went to that county with R. C. Cooper and preempted a ‘
quarter section of fand, but the following winter returned home
on account of the death of his mother. In the spring of 18835

he located on his claim in Griggs county, becoming one of 1its
earliest settlers, snd he continued to follow farming until 1902,
when he removed to Binford. He became the owner of sixteen .
hundred acres of wvaluable land and is still interested in farming
to some extent although he does not actively engage in that
occupation at the present time. He 1s a member of the Buchhelt,
Bakken Company, conducting a large general store at Binford and

as previpusly stated is also serving as vice presgdent of the
First National Banks y

On the 9th of July, 1887, Mr. Buchhelt was united in marriage to
Miss Bella M, Minnick, of “outh Bend, Indlana, of which state her
father, Jacob Minnick, was an esrly settler. Mrs and Mrs. Buchhelt
have spent much time in travel over this country, have visited the
West Indies and now spend their winters elther in California or
Florida. Mr. Buchheit% has taken a prominent pesrt in local polities
and at an early day was elected gounty commissioner in Griggs county,
in which capacity he served so acceptably that he was retained in
office for a quarter of a century. He was a well informed man, a
student of men and affairs and ha's that broad general knowledge.
which only travel can bring. ' : W
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Edward Clarence Butler
By Oscar D.Purinton,Clerk and Historian of the 0ld Settlers' Association.

Edward Clarence Butler, Son of Henry and Alice P. Butlsr, was born at

Bartlett New NXXFXU¥K¥Hampshire on Oct. #4th 1845. Though quite young at the time
of the Civil War he was thoroughly patriotic and served some time as a

privats soldier in Co.G 23rd Reg't Maine infantry voluntesrs. After the

war he followed the advice of Horace Gresly and went west to grow up with the EX
country, but went too far and settled for a time in the mining gegions of

Nevada.

He came from Austin Nevada to Stesle County on May 20, 1882 and settled
‘on the SE} of 32-146-57, where he has wesidsd continuously to the present
tine. (Jan.1915) In the early years of the settlement of this community
he endursed his full shars of the hardships and privations incident to pioneer
life, and in some ways even more than his share.

In 1882 the town of Mardell was located about six miles from the prewent
site of Cooperstown, and near fifty miles from Tower City in Uass County. The
government established a mail route from Tower City to Mardell by way of
Hope. But when the post offices and the route were established the question
aroseé as to the carrying of the mail over this long and perilous route.

Very few could be found hardy enough to venturs upon the task of traversing
XXHX¥Y +this digtance over unseltled prairies , almost trackless in summer
and wholly so in winter. This tiring and hazardous task Mr.Butler undertook,
and through raging blizzards and intense cold, he or his partner Mr.Ben Upton
faithfully performed that despsrate task until conditions were so improved
that others could be found to take their places.

In developing his homsstead Mr.Butler met about the same successes
and reverses, as experienced by all early settlers, sometimes reaping abundant
harvests, at others,meagre or even none,but generally sucessiul. By sturdy
industry and intelligent management he has added to his holdings of land
until he has twelve hundred acres,farming about half and rsnting the balance.

For several years Mr.Butler has engaged in the breeding cof pure bread
stock, and while he has done well for himself he has greatly benefited
the community by his persistent endeavor to improve the qugntity and quality
of stock grown.

On Jan.28th 1895 Mr.Butler was united in marriage to Mary T.Hagen, and
they with their son Clarence are now living on the Homestead. A son by a
former marriage, William H,Butler is living in Cooperstown N.Dak.
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:;jQ E. C. Butler and B. A. Upton

Edward G. Butler wss born October 24, 1844, at Bartlett, New Hamp-
shire, and went with his paerents to New Glouster, Cumberlsnd county, Maine,
when he was a child. During his sixteenth year he went to Indiens, and
saw his seventeenth birthdsy in United States service. He served for
“wo years in the Twenty-third Meine, 24 division of the Third army corps,

. rmy of the Potomac. After the war he tired of laine and went to Nevada,
where he worked in a mining camp for six years. When the work falled
him there he came to Dzkota. He arrived in May, 1882, filed on a homes-
tead in Greenview townshlp, and has lived there ever since.

Benjamin A. Upton was born in September, 1857, in Norway, Meine.
He entered into a pertnership with Mr. Butler, which lasted until his
death, April 2, 1904. During the summer of 1882 and the following
winter, Butler and Upton lived in liardell, where they kept & meat market.
For a few years Mr. Upton carried the mail from Tower City to llardell.
The first csucus in the western part of Steele county was held at his
home in the fall of 1884. Delegates were then elected to the first county
convention held in Steele county.

Butler and Upton had large lsnded interests in both Griggs and
Steele counties. They were also taxpayers of Riverside. At present
Mr. Butler hes a large herd of registered shorthorns. Cattle from the

"Greenview Stock Farm" are now being shipped to various places in North
Dzkota.

State Historicael Society of North Dakota - Vol. 2



Biogrebhy of John 8. Byington
--Helton Ulstsad

Parents--lir. énd Mrs, S. K. Byington
Ploneer--John 8. Byington
Birth--l{erch 14, 1861, in Cairo, Greene County, New York State.

Pioneer left former home to meke & home for himself for he had always
hed the desire to take Horace Greeley's advice and go west. He came to
N. Dek. becszuse there happened to be some neighbors of his that were
coming here, and belng so anxious to go west he embraced the first oppor-
tunity.

We had no experiences worthy of being mentioned until the morning
I arrived in Fargo where I sew a shower of small toads, the streets and
sidewalks being literally covered with them. I csme to N. Dak. April
17, 1882,

We left Valley City on the morning of the 22nd of April, 1882, for
Griggs Co. with a load of mschinery and feed. At dark that night we
arrived gt a couple of shacks a little ways north of the Al Booth farm,
the buildings of which still stend Just north of Rogers. We slept in
one shack and put our horses in the other. In the morning when we got
up the ground wgs white with snow znd 1t was stlll snowing quite hard.
We had ebogt 30 miles further to go with not another shanty in sight
till we came to our destination. We were fortunate in having a man with
us by the neme of Wm. McDonsld, who had traveled through this country
with & bunch of surveyors at the time 1t was surveyed. This man hed 2o
compess with him gnd with 1ts help we made our wey on north through the
snowstorm till about 4 o'clock in the afternoon when we srrived at whsat
we were to call home for the time being at least. We were wet through,
tired out, and somewhat hungry. We had nothing but a few biscuits,
crackers, cheese, aend some sardines. Since we left Valley City the
previous day I was about as sick as I ever have been in my life, about
1700 miles from mother, 50 miles from a doctor with a bunch of 5 other
men without any medicine whatever except a bottle of--ceaeo hennesey,
which was the first I hed ever tasken but I must confess that since
then there has been a warm place in my heert for it (for medicinal
purposes, of course). We used to follow the herrow or seeder on foot
ell the week, and on Sundsy we were in the habit of hiking over the
pralries looking for a plsce to squet on as this land was not surveyed
north of Twp. 144. On the 20th dsy of lMay we Jjust finished seeding our
first crop of wheat and two days later we had 2 resl North Dskota B
blizzard. We lived in & shack without tarpsper and were it not for
“Me lath over the cracks you could have stuck your fingers right out-
foors. Outside of the one womsn that belonged to our crowd (the wife
of Mr. J. W. Flero) we didn't see the face of a woman till fall.

We finally gotgour land located but had to wailt for it to be sur-
veyed end put on the market before we could file on it. I signed the
petition to get this township surveyed in January, 1883, and the following
summer 1t was surveyed and in llerch, 1884, was placed on the market.

My homestead is the northeassts:, section 24, Township 145, Range 61.
My first shack was built of shiplap with sod on the outside. I used to

get my provisions from town throu%h my neighbors. Durin% the summer of
1882 & few settlers came and settled around there among Them was Chsas.



Biogrephy of John S. Byington
--Helton Ulstezd

Hosely (now dead), also Edward and Richard Sellwood, all coming from
Union City, Michigan. That yesr was the first year the twine binder
was brought into this country. Previous to that the 0ld goose neck
wire binder was used with an octasional Marsh harvester which had two
men sbanding on a platform binding the grain as it came through W the
_binder. A great many of the teams were oxen with a few mules and the
balance were horses with an occasional cow used to fill in and meke &
full team. The only crops resised here at that time were wheat, oats,
and barley with an occasional piece of rye or flax. Yields veried in
those days the same as now. In 1882 wheat went about 25, in 1883 about
12 or 13, in 1884, a little better and in 1885 gbout 25. After that
they were only fair till 1888 when we had prospects for s good crop but
it waes a little late on account of a late spring, but on the night of
Tthe 16th of August 1t froze ice % inch thick and it made our wheat look
like some of the rust smitten wheat we see now adays. I took two loads

of 1t to Cooperstown, 18 miles away, and received the enormous sum of
$10.00 for each load.

We went to the Sheyenne River and Lske Jessie a few times after
fuel gathering up down timber and if we thought we would not get caught
at 1t cut down a real good tree. But we came to the conclusion that
1t wasn't worth the price so we bought our fuel after that which con-

sisted of herd and soft coal but at a price much lower than it is
todsy (1927).

Pardon me i1f I leave out the hardship endured during the early
days for I often hear the young people of today speak of the hardships
they have to endure. (Self made the most of them). It might be hard
for most people to believe that we had any hardships worthy of mention,
in fact I have heard people say that the N. Dak. people of the early
deys were the biggest liars on earth. The only time that I enjoy
telking about those days is when I'm in conversation with someone who
had a few experiences like my own. I have seen many bad storms and

fires but was fortunate in never getting either burned or hurt in any
of them.

I was married to Miss Nors Sulliven on November 25, 1891, at James-
town, N. Dak., who died on the 29th day of July, 1892, and was married
again to lMiss Ida Erlsndson on April 5, 1894, to whom five children
were born. Edna Ione, who is Mrs. Albert Nelson of Pslermo, N. Daky
L. Kenneth who is at home in Sutton, N. Dak.; Chester V. 800--11tH’
3t. South, Fargo, N. Dgk.; Nina Msy, Mrs. H. K. Sorvik of Kathryn,

N. Dgk.;and Lillign V. who is in tralning at St. Lul='s hospital,
Fargo, N. Dak. I am now living in Sutton, N. Dak., having left the
ferm and moved to town Just a 1little over a year ago.
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PIONEER BIOZRAPHY

Parents--l{r. and ¥rs. S. X. Byington

Pioneer--John 9. Byington

Birth--March 14, 1861 in Cairo, Greene County, New York State.

Pioneer left forjer home %o mave a home for h1mce1f for hé had always

had the desire to take Horace Greeley's advice and go west. He came

to N. Dak. because there happened to be some neighbors of his that

were coming here, and beinz so anxious to go west he embraced the

first opportunity. ‘
We had no experiences worthy of being mentioned v»ntil one morning

T arrived in Fargo where I saw a shower of smell toads, the streets

and sidewalks being 1literally covered with them. T came to N. Dak.

April. 17, 1B82.

We left Vallev Qity on the morning of the 22nd of April 18823, for
0riggs County, with a load of machinery and feed. At dark that night
we arrived at a couple of shacks a little ways north of the Al Booth
ferm, the buildings of which etill stand juet north of Rogers. Ve
slept in one shack and put our horses in the other. In the morning when
we got up the ground was white with snow and 1t was still snowing quite
nard We had about 30 miles further to go with mot another shanty in
sight t1i11 we came to our destination. We were fortunate in having a
man with 18 bv the name of Wm. cDonald, who had traveled through this
country with-a bunch of surveyors at the time it was surveved. This
man had a compass with him and with its help we made our way on north
through the snowstorm till about 4 o'clock in the afternoon when we
arrived at what we were to call home for the time being at least. We
were wet through, tired out, and somewhat hungry. We had nothing but
a few biscuits, crackers, cheese and some sardines. €Since we left

.Vallevy City the previous day 1 was about as sick as I ever have been

in my life, @bout 1700 milee from mother, 50 miles from a doctor with
a bunch of 5 other men without any medlclﬂe whatever except & bottle
O e o i e hennesey, which wag the first T had ever taken but I must
confess that singe tnen there has been a warm place in my heart for it
(for medicinal ‘purposes, of course). We used to follow the harrow or
ceeder on foot all the week, and on Sunday we were in the habit of
hiking over the prairies 1ook1pJ for a place to squat on as this land
was not surveyved north of Twp. 144, On the 20th day of May we just
finished seedinghiour firet crop of wheat and two days later we had a
real North Dakots blizzard. We lived in a shack without tarpaper and
‘"were it not for the lath over the cracks you could have stuck your
finzers right outdoors. Outside of the one woman that belonged to our
crowd (the wife of ¥r. J. W. Fiero) we didn't see the face “of a woman
113 fall :
Je finally 9ot our land located but had to wait for it to Be sur-
veved and put on the market before we could file on it. T signed
the petition to get thie township surveved in January 1883 and the
following summer it was surveyed and in March 1884 was placed on the
market. My homestead is the northeast %, section 24, Township 145,
Range 81. My first shack was built of shiplap with sod on the outside.
1 wséd to get my provisions from town through my neighbors. During
the summer of 1882 a few settlers came and settled around there among
them was Chas. Mosely (novdead), also Edward and Richard Sellwood,
all coming from Union Qity, Michigan. That vear wae the first wvesr

. the twine binder was brought into-this country. Previous to that the

80



John 8. Byington (eontinued)

0ld goose neck wire binder was used with an occasional Varsh haw est-
er which had two men standing on a platform binding the grain‘as it
came through the binder. A great many of the teams were oxen with a
vew mules and the balance were horses with an occasional cow used to
fi1l in and meke a full team. The only crops raised here at that
time were wheat, oats, and barlev with an occasgional plece of rve or
flax. VYields varied in those days the same as now. In 1882 wheat
went about 25, in 1883 about 12 or 13, in 1884 a little better and in
1885 about 25. After that they were only fair t111 1888 when we had
prospects for a good crop but it was a little late on account of a
late spring, but on the night of the 18 of August it froze ice & inch
thick and it made our wheat look like some of the rnst smitten wheat
we see now adays. I took two loads of it to Cooperstown, 18 miles
away, and received the enormous sum of #10.00 for each 1load.

Te went to the Sheyenne River and Lake Jessie a few times after
fuel gathering up timber and if we thought we would mot get caught at
1t cut down a real good tree. But we came to the conclusion that it
wasn't worth the price so we bought our fuel after that which consisted
of hard and soff coal but at a price much lower then it is today (1227).

Pardon me if I leave out the hardshipes endured during the early
days for T often hear the yvoung people of todav epeak of the hardships
they have to endure. (Self made the most of them) It might be hard
for most people to believe that we had anv hardships worthy of mention,
in fact T have heard people say that the M. Dak. people of the early
days were the biggest liars on earth. The only time that T enjoy
talking about those days is when T'm in conversation with someone who
had a few experiences like mv own. T have seen many bad storms and
. fires but was fortunate in never getting either burned or hurt in any
of them.

I was married to Miss Nora Sullivan on November 25, 1891 at Jame-
stown, N. Dak., who died on the 29th day of July 1892, and was married
again toc Miss Ida Erlandson on April 5, 12894, to whom five children
were born. Edna Tone, who is Mrs. Albert Nelson of Palermo, N. Dak;

L. Kenneth who is at home in Sutton, N. Dak; Chester V. 809--11th St.
South, Pargo, N. Dak; Nina May, Mrs. H. X. Sorvik of Kathryn, N. Dak;
and Lillian V. who is in training at St. Luke's Hospital, Fargo, N. Dak.
I am now living in Sutton, N. Dak; having left the farm and <oved to
town just a little over a year ago.

-—=Helton Uletad
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PIONEER BIOGRAPHY - = o
| Patoutind. nd Wiat 50 k. Wthgail g S i e
‘ Plonger--John & Byington . &

/FBirth-¥arah 14, 1881 in Cairo, Qreene County, New York 8tate,
Pioneer left former howe to mske s home for himself for he had alweye '
hed the desire to take Horace Oreeleyd advice snd go west. He cane
z - %o N. Dak. because there hapvened te be some nelghbors of hig that
.+« were comling here, and beinz so anxious to zo west he embreced the
- ngrat opportunity., - : Sas ‘ e
: “We had no experiences worthy of beinz mentioned until the morning 1.
arrived in Fargo where 1 saw e shower of small toads, the streets and
\s;agggéga being literslly covered with them. 1 came to ¥. Dsk. April
3 - ; e : : :
e left Valley Olty on the morning of the 23nd of April, 1882, for
Griggs Oo. with o load of machinery and feed. At dark thst night we
arrived at a couple of shacke s little ways north of the Al Dooth -
farm, the buildings of which still stand just north of Rogers. We
6lept in one shack snd put our horses in the other. In the asorniug
‘ - when we got up the ground was white with enow snd it was still snow-
K ing quite hard, We had sbout 30 miles further t0 go with not snother
shanty in sight till we ceme %o our destination, We were fortunate
~in baving & men with ue by the name of Wm, McDonsld, who had traveled
‘through this country with & bunch of surveyors at the time it was - -
surveyed. Thile man had = compases with him and with its help we made
our way on north through the snowstorm till abeut 4 o'clock in the -
afternoon when we. arrived at what we were to call howe for the time
being at least. We were weét through, tired out, and somewhat hungry.
#e had nothing but a few bisouits, orackers, cheese and some sar-
dines. Since we left Valley City the previous day I was about as
8lck as I ever have been in my life, sbout 1700 miles from mother,
50 miles from a dootor with e bunech of 5 other men without any medi-
cine whatever except = bottle of ----~--henneeey, which wes the first
I had ever teken but I must confess that pince then there has been ;
& wars place in my hesrt for it (for medicinal purposes, of course).
#e used to follow the harrow or eecder on foot all the week, ard
on Sundsy we were in the habit of hiking over the prairiés loeking
for e place to sguat on as this land wss not surveyed north of Twp.
144. On the 30th day of May wme just finished seeding our first crop
of wheat and two days laster we hnd » real North Dakots blizzard. We
lived in a shack without sarpsper snd were 1t not for the lath over
the cracke you could have stuck your fingers right outdoors. Outside .
of the one woman that belonged to our trowd (the wife of ¥r. J. W,

.- Flero) we didn't see the face of = woman $ill fall, ‘
o e finally got our land located but bad to walt- for it to be surveyed
< - and put on the asarket before we could file on it. T signed the peti-~
tion %o get thie township surveyed in January 1883 snd the following .
summer 1% wae surveyed snd in ¥arch 1884 was placed on the market.
¥y homestead is the northeast ¢, section 24, Township 145, nange 61,
My first shack wasg built of shiplap with sod on the outside, 1 used
to get my provisidns from town through sy neighbors. Duriang the
sumser of 1882 & few settlere ceme and settled around there smong
- them was Chas. [Mosely (now dead), also Hdward and Rishard Sellwood,
all comlng Ifrom Imion City, Michigan. That yesr wss the first yeasr
- the twine binder was brought into this country. Previous to thay the
- 0ld gooee neck wire binder was used with an. occasionsl Marsh harVéet-
er which had two men standing on a platform binding the grain as it

-
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_same through the binder. Va~greaﬁ many of the teame were oxen with

& few mules and the balance were horses with an occasional cow used
to f1ll in and mak¥e a full tesm. The only orops raised here at that
time were wheat, oats, =nd barley with an occasional plece of rye

~or flax, Yields veried in those days the same as now. In 1883 - .

wheat went about 25, in 1883 about 12 or 13, in 1884 s 11ttle better
“and in 1885 sbout 25. After that they wers only fair t111 1888 when
we had prospects for a good crop but it was a little late on asccount.

»of a laie spring, but on the night of the 18th of August 1t froze

’#gcdéy {1927},

iee b inoh thick and it made our wheat look like some of the rust .
amitten whest we see now sdays. I took two loads of it to Coopers-
‘talg,ila,mxleg away, and received the enormous sum of $10.00 for

ach load. : ; et o ' : B

e went to the Sheyenne River snd Lake Jessle a few times safter fuel

.gathering up down timber snd if we thought we would not get caught

at it cut down & regl good tree. But we came to the conclusion that .
it wasn't worth the price so we bought our fuel sfter that which
coneigted of hard and moft coal but at & price much lower than it is
ardon me if I leave out the hardships endured during the early days
for 1 often hear the yo people of today spesk of the hardships
they have to endure. (Self made the most of them). It might be

. hard for most people to beligve that we had eny hardehips worthy

of mention, in fact I heve heard people say that the N. Dak, people
of the early daye were the biggeet liars on earth. The only time '
that I enjoy talking about those days is when I'm in conversation
#ith someome who had a few experiences like my own. I have geen '
meny bad storms and fires but wes fortunate in never getfing either
urned or hurt in any of them, : P i
wag married to Miss fora Sulliven on Noveuber 35, 1881 at James-
town, ¥, Dek,, who died on the 29th day of July 1882, -and wag married
again to ¥iss lda frlandsom on April §, 1884, to whom five children

. Were born. 7idna lone, who 16 Mrs, Albert Welson of Palermo, ¥, .Dak.j.

L. Kenneth who is at home in Sutton, K. Dsk.; Chester V. 808--11th .
8t. BSouth, Fargo, N. Dak.; Nina ¥Yey, ¥ras, H, k. Sorvik of Kathrym,
N. Dak,j and.Lillisn V. who ie in training at 8¢. Luke's Hoepital,
Fargo, W. Dak. 1 am n@U“lixing in Sutton, N. Dak., having left the
farm and moved to town just a little over » yesr ago. 3
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- Parentg-<Mr. and Mrs. 8. %, Bylmgton - S o
 Birthe-darch 14, 1861 in Cairo, Greene ammyf ‘Hew York fDtate, 5

My first shagk was built of shiplap with sod on the outeide. I
. to get wy provisions from %tou:n Shrough my neighbore, During the
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' PIONEER BIDGRAPHY &3 HMeltoy ULTA

Pioneer left former hows to mske & homo for himeslf for he had alwsys

- had the desiye to take Hormce Greeleyd advice and so weet., He ciae
%o ¥, Dak, because there happened to be sose nelghbors of his that
were coming here, and being so snxious to go west he embyaged the
first opportunity. ¥ RGN S 2y

#e hud no experiences worthy of beinz sentionsd until the merning 1

‘grrived in Fergo where I saw o ashower of small toads, the streets and

sidewalks being literally oovered with them. I come to ¥. Dk, April ‘:

37, 1883,

we left Valley Olty on the worning of the %Qnd qk April, 1882, fon

.arifsn Go. with = load of machinery nnd feed. At dark thot nizht we
arrived '

at a couple of sheoke s little ways north of the Al Dooth

'faru, the buildings of which still stand just north of Rogers, Weo

slept in one shack and put our horses in the other, In the worning. .
when we got up the ground was white with snow and it was atill snow ' |
ing gquite hard, %e had about 30 miles further to go with not another
shanty in sight $ill we eeme to our destination., We were fortunste

An having & man with us by the name of %e, ugnaaalﬁ;»atu’had*%rxgwlﬁdf'f'

through this country with a bunoh of surveyors st the time 1t was :
surveyed., This men bad s compass with his sad with its help we made -
our way on north through the snowstorm till sbout 4 ofcloek in the ‘
afternoon when we srrived &t what we werc to ozll home for the tlue

' being at least, We wers wet through, tired out, end sowewhat hungry.
- Ke hod nothing but s few bisouits, crackers, vheese and some ssr-

dines. Sinoe we left Valley Oity the previous day I was about as

alek as I ever huve been in wy life, sbout 1700 miles from mother, -~
50 miles from a dootor with a bungh of 5 other wen without any medie
cine whatever except o bottle of —————--hennesey, which wes firvet

I hed ever taken but I must oonfess that since then there hae bsen
- & wars place in my hesrt for 1t (for medicinal purposes, of opurse).

e umed to follow the harrow or seader om foot all the week, mnd

on Sunday we were in the hablt of niking over the prairies looking
for s place to sguat on as this land was not surveyed north of Twp.
144, On the 20th day of Usy we juet finished seeding our fivst crop
of whedt and two days later we hnd ¢ Tesl Horth Dekets blizzard, We .
lived 4n & ghack without terpaper and were it not for the lath over o
the oradke you oould have stuck your fingers right sutdoors.. futalde

Fiero) we-didn't gee the fece of & women till fall, :

_ of the one woman that belonged to our orowd (the wife of Mr. J. . :
He finslly got our land located but hed to wald for 1t to be surveyed

and put on ‘the amarked before we could file on ft, 1 signed the peti~

tion t0 get this towaghip surveyed in Jonuary 1883 gnd the following

sumper 1t was surveyed und in ¥arch 1884 wae plsced on.the market.,

Uy homestead 13 the northenst ¢, section 24, Township 145, Ran§t Eéa o
usegd

sumner of 1882 2 few settlers csame and settled sround there aaong 3

‘$hem wan Chas. M¥ogely (now déad), slso Zdward and Richerd Sellwoed,
811 couling from Union Clty, ¥ichigan, That year wse the first year
~ the twine biunder wae brought into thie gountry, Previous to that the

old goose nsck vire binder was ussd with an ovcamlonsl Mevsh harvest- .
&r. whlch had two men standing on s pletform bindi

ng the grain es it ,
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- onge mewh tha #imwﬁ A t w af m m%amaw ﬁg g
- & Tow moles anl the Mwae @ mwm #ith an odcasional oow u

=4 f111 .4 and wake a full t«m. ~ The only W reined hers
© time wore wheat, ogts, tnd barley wﬂh P rye i
cor Tlax.  Yie mmmmmuws*mm 88 now;
. wheat wont about 25, in 1883 anput 15 or 13, l& 188¢ = Mﬂlmmmu Ry

 and in 1885 sbout 6. . After that taey were only fair $111 ‘1688 shen . -

@6 had proapacis for » pood orop but it was & 1ittle lats on acoount
faf # late spring, but on the night 'of the 18th of Auguet it frome . e

~ bard for most pevple to Lelieve that we had any hard -
- of mention, in fagt I have heard people sey mg m x, e
= o m early daye m the bigzest liars on esrth, “:nu

© 1 woa. aprried -t %lmm Rora Sulliven on Hoveuber | 1891 at Jm‘ T '
: Mm. By Pkp ¥ 3
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Anch thick and 1t mide our wheat look 1like some of the m »

'aam on wheat ®e see now adsys. I took two loads of it to ea

town, 18 miles am. am} retzeiw'ﬂ the @mmuu sy ot ﬁﬂgm
eéach load.

%e went %o ﬂw Em&ymno Hiver smﬁ Lake amm n rn timm umﬁ fuﬂ ‘. £

gathering up down tiched snd if we thought we wolld not gat

~at 1% cut down & real good tree, Tut we Game to the conc Mim‘ m#

1% wasn't worth the price 0 we bousht our fuel sfter that which

gonsisted o havd 312 goft coal But et a.pric much lover than 1% 1&
' £y Ny e
~Puzdon we 1f T lenve wt the md;smpa endured mm the. uﬂy éan £t
7 for I often hear the  people of todsy spean the hardghip ¥

they have to eadure. (g8 f wade the mogt of

that ¥ enjoy talk: about those days ie when I'm in comv&:
with sosedme who had a faw experiences like my omne I hsve

meny bad storme m& fires but wse fortunate in nover g"uﬂé_'ci";

burued or hust in any of ihem,

o died on the aﬁﬁdayof%
agadn to ¥isw Ida frlendson on April B, 18 M ﬁan a&ﬂdmn oy
were bLoTi. ' Edna lone, who is Mrs., Albert Yelson of Paleérmo, ¥, mx
L« Kenneth who xa at. home in futton, 5. Dak.) Chester V. BOSes1lth

§t. South, ar z-u Dak.; ¥ina Vay, ¥ee. B

N, ﬂat,,m hmv. o i fn

a7 at o, Luke's Wogpital,

y e . I Bl now. nvm% in 2utton, N, Dak,, mun.s; ;u & z’hﬁ
fars and- ao m tm pnt # livtle over o yau' m s
: } _‘:_\‘ ’
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