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Rollen C. Cooper
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Rollen C. Cooper was born in Wesshmew-county, Michigan, September
30, 1845. 1In 1858 he moved to Goodhue, Minnesota, where he remained
until 186l. In that year he went to Colorsdo, where he and his brother
T. J. Cooper, engaged in mining for twenty years. Mr. Cooper came to
Dekota October 5, 1880. He outfitted at Fargo snd drove to his present
~ocation by wey of Sanborn. He bought about 27,000 acres of railrosd
iend, and in the spring of 1881 began breaking. He employed = large
number of men end teams in conducting these farming operstions. In 1881
he raised s crop of oats, and in 1882 his first wheat crop.

lMir. Cooper was chiefly instrumentsl in getting the rsilroad to come
to Cooperstown. The rosd is & branch of the Northern Pacllfio, but it
Wwes bullt under the nesme of the Sanborn, Cooperstown & Turtle Mountein
rallway. About sixty-five friends and acquaintances of Mr. Cooper's
from St. Clair county, Michigen, ceme in 1881 and 1882 snd formed the
Cooper settlement, which later became the town of Cooperstown. Of these
settlers Mr. Cooper remembers thet the families of Brown, Washburn,
Barnerd, Glass, Langford, Williams, Houghton, Bathie, Hunter, Crane,

K. Thompson, Smart, Pinkerton, Stevens, Enger, E. Steir, Dr. Newell znd
Dr. Kerr ceme in 1881.

lMr. Cooper was azctive in the movement to make Cooperstown the county
seat. As s vote of the people would be teken on this question on Nov-
ember 7, 1882, the townsite was surveyed in October of that year (On
June 16, 1882, the county sest was located st Hope by the county com-
missioners appointed by the governor, Allen Breed, R. C. Cooper and Wm.
A. Glines. @8n November 7, 1882, Cooperstown was msde the county seat,
and on June 13, 1883, the county was divided). MNr. Cooper says that
the following winter representatives of both the Cooperstown and the
Hope interests lobbied at the legislature for the division of the county.

Of late years lir. Cooper has been selling his land and bresking
his large estate into the usual farms. He hes now only about 5,000
ecres remelning unsold. He still is actively engeged in business in
Cooperstown, where he is more contented than anywhere else.
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Hon. Rollin C. Cooper, who has represented his district in the
house of representatives and in the state senate and who has for
more than a third of a century been closely and prominently
assoclated with the agricultural development of Griggs county, his
home being now at €ooperstown, was born September 30, 1845, in
Washtenaw county, Michigan, a son of Thomas and Caroline Cooper,
who were natlives of Vermont. “heir marriage was celebrated in the
Greem lMountain state and in 1832 they removed westward to Michigan,
~asting in thelir lot with the pioneer settlers, after which the
father devoted his attention to farming for many years, contributing
in substantial measure to the deveWopmort of his dlotrict. There
he reareq his family of eleven.-childrene

Rollin C. Cooper, the ninth in order of birth, was a lad of thirteen
years when he Went to Minnesota, in which state he resided for a

. few years, but removed to Colorado in 1861. There he engaged in
mining and also was succegsful as an agriculturist. In 1880 he
arrived in Griggs county, North D Vote, and the following year
-8ettled upon the present site of Cooperstown, which he platted and
which was named in honor of himself and his hrother T Jde Coopers
On removing to Griggs county Rollin C. Cooper at once began farming
and grain buyling and as his intelligently directed labors brought

to him success he added to his acreage until he became one of ‘the
most extensive landewners and grain buyers of the state, having in
all fourteen thousand acres, of which nine thousand mcres were under
cultivation, mostly devoted to the production of wheat.

In Colorado, 1n 1870, Mr. Cooper was married to Miss Emma C. Hutchins,
a native of Ohio and a daughter of Henry and Ella Hutchins. They

had two children who died in infancy and they adopted a daughter,
Florence, who passed away at the age of twenty-seven years.

Mr. Cooper is an exemplary member of the Masonic fraternity and has
taken the degrees of the Lodge of Perfection of the Scottish Rite.
During territorial days he was appointed by Governor Ordway a
member of the board of county commissioners of Griggs county and

ao continued to serve by successive reelections until 1898, doing
splendid work in that connection. It is well known that he stood
by the state most loyally in the darkest hours of its history,
aSleting the commonwealth in passing over a period which threatened
bankruptey. He never lost faith, however, and he passed by no
opportunity that would enable hjm to furiher the best Interests of
North Dekota. He is an extremely modest man, entirely free from
ostentation and display, but the specifid office of blography is
not to give voice to a man's modest estimate of himself and his
.accomplishments but rather to leave a perpetual record establishing
"his position by the censensus of public opinion on the part of his
fellows. This opinion was expressed in 1894, when Mr. Cooper was
chosen to represent his distriet in the state legislature, and
agaln four years later, when he was elected a member of the state
senate. In the house he was a member of the committee on railroads
‘and several other important committees. His colleagues at that period
end his scduslhtanées through all the long years of “his residence
in the state have nothing but good to say of Rollin C. Cooper.
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T« J« Cooper, now retired from active labors, is the possessor of
extensive farm lands in the viecinity of Cooperstown eand makes his
home in that city amid pleassant surroundings thet are the result

of a-well-spent career. He was one of the pioneers of that region,
and was associated with his brother many years in business enter-
prises, but for the past ten or twelve years has conducted his
business alone, and 1s enjoying his decllning years in weuirement
although he personally oversees his land interests.

Our subject was QRorn in Vermont, September 3, 1830, and was a son
of Thomas and Caroline (Baker) Coowrr. His father was a native of
Vermont, and was a farmer by occupation, and Was one of the ploneer
settlers of lMichigan, where he removed wvtb his family when our
subject was but Lwo year° of age. They resided there for a number
of years, and then located in Minnesota.

Te J. Cooper was the third in a family of eleven children, and was
reared in Michigan, and later engaged in farming in Minnesota. He
went from there To Colorado and followed nining a number of years
in company with his brother, R.C.Cooper, and they continaed in
business together till 1859 when the partnership was dissolved.
Qur subject owns two thousa d acrés of land In the ¥ilecinlty of
Cooperstown, on which he has valuable improvements

Our subject was married in Red Wing, Minnesota, in 1858, to

Miss Mary Washburn, a native of Illinois Two children have been
born to Mr. and Mrs. Cooper, as ¢0110ws- Charles L., now a mining
engineer of Victor, Colorado, and Julia L., now Mrs. Merriell, of
Fruita, Colorado. }er husband is engaged in fruit growing and
1umberinﬁ Mr. Cooper is a member of the Masonic fraternity. He is
a Republlcan in political sentiment, and is a man who keeps pace
with the times, but does not seek puolic preferment .
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Obitusry
June 11, 1897.

James B. Cooper, eldest brother of T. J. And R. C. Cooper, died
in Colorado Springs, Colorado sfter sn illness of some months, Monday,
May 31, 1897. lir. Cooper wes born in Addison County, Vermont, nesr

~ Shoreham, September 30, 1828.

In 1832, his parents, endowed with the sterling quslities of suc-
cessful piloneers, sought with their family o home in the reluctant
wilds of Michigsn. Here his boyhood d=ys were snent. When the father
no longer needed the older boys, he =nd his brother, T. J. in 1856
-started out for themselves, firet in Northern iichigan, then in
Minnesota. Four years loter They found themselves in Color=d4do.

Seven years later J. B. went to Czlifornia where he has remained
chlefly since that time, hsaving a besutiful home in Alemeds, where his
son still resides., A few months ago, lir. Cooper returned to Colorado
to see 1f the climate would do, once more, what 1t haed done for him
before. But, nature snd the ministrstions of relztives were unavailing.
He was 121d awsy in the beautiful Evergreen Cemetery st Colorado Springs,
June 3, 1897 by his sisters, Mrs. Parmentier, Mrs. Geo. W. Barnard (once
an esteemed resident of Griggs County) and his brother, H. H. Cooper.
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One of the most highly reputed citizens of Griggs county bears
the foregoing rame. Mr. Cooper is a man of broad ideas, integriby
and business uprightness, and being a man of abundant financial
strength, has aided materially in the upbuilding of every public
enterprise throughout that region. He has been. a resident of
Cooperstown for the past twenty years and wss the founder of the
clty, and the city was named in honor of the Cooper Brothers.
S8ince its earliest settlement he has watched its needs, and has
worked earnestly.for its better interests. He is conducting
extensive enterprises in that locality, and aside from operating
his farm Bands, consisting of seven thousand acres, he also owns
and operates a grain elevator and deals extensively in grain.

Mr. Cooper is a native of Washtenaw county, Michigan, and was born
September 30, 1845. -He was the ninth in order of birth in a family
of eleven children born to Thomas and Caroline (Raker) Cooper, both
of whom were natives of Vermont. His parents were married in their
native state and removed to Michigan in 1832, where the father of
our subject engaged in farming, and was one of the pioneer settlers
of the state.

Our subject left the home farm when thirteen years of age and went
to Minnesota, where he remained a few years, and then went to
Colorado, and there engaged in miring several years. He went to
Griggs county, North Dakota, in the fall of 1880, and the following
year settled at Cooperstown. He platbted the town which bears his
name, and at once engaged in farming and grain buying. He has

added to his acreage from time to time and is now one of the most

Mr. Cooper was married in Colorado, in 1870, to Miss Emma C.Hutchin,
a native of Ohio and a daughter of Lenry and Ella Hutchin.

Mr. Cooper has served his community in variuaus important positions,
end has always been found standing firmly for right and justice,
and performing his duties faithfully and with commendable public
spirit. He was elected to the house of representatives in 1894,
and to the senate in 1898, and served one term in each office. In
the house he was chairman of the railroad committee, and was also
a member of the first board of county commissioners of Griggs
county, being appointed in that capacity by Governor Ordway during
territorial days. He continued to serve on that body until 1898.
lir. Cooper 1s a member of the Masonic fraternity, and in politiecal
sentiment is a Republican.
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