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Roll-en C, Sooper was born 1n l$tashn#+.eounty, &ilchlgan, $eptember
5O, 1845. fn 1858 he moved. to Good.hue, Mlnnesota, wher6 he rehalned
untl1 1861. In that year he went to Colorado, where he and. hls brother
f. J. Cooper, engaged. ln mlnlng for twenty years. }r1r. Cooper came to
Dakota October 5, 1880. He outfltted. at Fargo and d.rove tb frfs present

,rcatlon by way of $anborn. He bought aboui, 2?,OOO acres of raliroad.
randr and ln the_sprlng of 1881 begin breaklng. He employed a large
number of men and teams ln cond.ucting these farnlng opbratlons. f i fggf
he ralsed a crop of  oa, ts,  and 1n r8gi  hrs f l rst  wh6at orop.

.  ,  [ I r .  Cooper waF ehlef ly lnstrumental  ln gett lng the ra.1lroad. to cone
to Cooperstown. The roa-d" 1s a bra.nch of  the-Nonthbrn pacrr i l r*n" i ' f t
was bullt und-er the name of the Sanborn, Coo-oerstown & Turtle &lountalnral lway. About s lxty- f lve f r lend.s e.nd. acquelnts.ncee of  hIr .  Cooperrsfrom $t.  Cla1r eounty,  h l lchlgan, caroe rn r88t *"a reei-r"a ' r i r*6i- tne
Cooper set t lement,  whlch lat6r became the town of  Cooperstown. 0f  thesesett lers l ! i r -  Coo.oer remembere that the famlf les of  Brbwn, Washburn,
Barne.rd,  Glass,  Langford. ,  l { t r l1aurs,  Houghton, Bathle,  t tu i ter ,  C"; ; ; ,
I .  Thompson, sma"rt ,  

-ptnkerton, 
stevens, 

-Enger,  
E.  statr ,  Dr.  

'nerryJt t  
and.Dr.  Kerr  came ln 1881. 

-  '  z-  '

.  &h.-  Cooper was act lve ln the movement to make Cooperstown the countyseal .  As a" vot9.  of  the people would. .be taken on thls questton orr-niorn-emben 7,  1882, the townsl t€ was surveyed. ln October of  
' tha. t  

year-  ( -On
June 16, 1882, lhg county seB.t  was located. at  Hope ni  t r re county com,mlssloners appolnted by the_governor,  Al1en nreeh, nl  Cl-c""p"r"r id w*.A. Sllnes. Ng N_oyg1iber' ?, 1,692, Cooperstown nras irade the coirniy-sear,
and. on June 13, -  1893, the county was d_1vlded.) .  

"  -Mt.  
Cooper says that

" !1:  
rg] ]owrng wln-ter representat lves of  both ' the Cooperstown and theItope lnterests lobblecr at  the legls lature for  the d" lv1s1on of  the county.

0f  late years }ulr .  Cooper has been se- l I lng h1s lend. and. breaklngi -  rn1s rarge estate lnto the usual  fa-rmg. He hai  now only about b;oogecres remalnlng unsold. .  He st l l l  1s act lvely enga.ged. 1n buslness lncooperstown, where he,1s nore contented. than ,"y i l i iE""  erse.

$ ta te  H ls to r lca l  Soc le ty  o f  Nor th  Dakota  _  Vo l .  z
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I - i o n .  " i r o l , . r  i n  C .  C o o p e r , ,  . , r i h o  h a  s  r c p l e s e n b e d  h i _ e r  d l s t L : i c f  i . n  t i l e
t ^ : o 1 1 s e  o f  r e p r e  s e i t a N  i v e s  s r , : t l  i - n  t i : t e  s b e t e  s e n r : t e  t i r r j  r , " l ' h o  h a  s  f  o : :
F tou : : ; :  t ' nan  a  t t i l rd  o f  a  century  i :ecn  c l  ose l ; ; r  anr i  i . r t ' o t r i  nen t i . ; ;
a s s o c i : r i : t ; r l " ; r i t L :  t h c  a g r ' : ! c i - r l i u r ' . : : 1  c l ' e v c i o p n i e i r i  c ' f  C i r i - g g s  c o r r , n t ] . ,  L r i s
] ro i : ' i e  1 :e  i r i ,g  now a t  0oopers j . .o ' " , rn ,  wa s  bo ln  se ; r tL r i : rbe : :  50 ,  l -845,  j -n
: l i ' i i E h f e n . t : ' ' ; ' e o u n . t ; v ' ,  i T i c L r i q e n r  e r  s c ) i t  o i  l f l , o r l a s  i r i : r d  i l a i : , o l i n e  C o o , o e r ,
v , r i ro  wr : re  n i ; t  i veg  o f '  \ ie  r r r ion t  .  r l ^e : i_ i ,  i ' n l l r I i - i ;  r t :e  wr :  s  ce"1ebr . i i i c i  in  'Lhe

G r e c n  l l , o t * : - n t s i l - r  s t a t e  a n c ' l  i - r r  I 8 3 2  i i i c ; '  t ' e ; l o v e c i  w . l s t i , ' i : l : r j  t r :  i r i i c i r i . q a n ,
' a s - i ; i t - l 5 i  j - n  t l : : e  j - r  I  o l  , ; i i , - t h  t l t c  p J . o n e c : '  s e  t - , . 1 _ e  : : s ,  l f l - e r ,  l i i : : j c l _  t i - c
" fe ' ;h - . , r 'Ccvo ' tec l  i r i s  i r - l ;  t ;en1 ; j -o f r  to  j . ' a .1 , . ; ' : r J , : : l ;  io ; ,  I l i : : r r l y  l , rcg-T . ,s ,  con1, t ' j - i . - r - t i ; iL ig ;
in  $ i l i . s t l r i l t . i r - . t  1  r ie  t - ;s i r re  to  t l i c  r i r - i : .o - i -op- r . i , , ;n l  c l "  i : - i . i . :  ' , , l ] i s l t r i c i .  l ' i te re
l ' r e  r e l r e r l  i ' r j . s  I ' a n : i l y  o f  e l . c v c n  e l - ' j - 1 d i : e n .

r i o 1 , .  j . n  C .  0 o o f r o r ' ,  t , r - ,  n i L i - l i l .  j i i r .  o r i e r  ( , f  ' , '  j r " i ; i r ,  , , n i r r s  r :  " l - r : c 1  o f  t l ' r j - j . t e e n
yours  ' , , ' he  i i  L ie  . , ' i . ( : ) r l t  t c  j , , i r t r i r rso ta ,  i i : t  ' , ' ;1 " l i c i t  s tn 'be  ' r re  res jacc j .  fo r  f l
few ve i : r rs ,  b r t+ ;  renoved to  f jo lo r : , rdo  j .n  1E61 .  i i l Ie  i ' e  i r i :  e , r ig i . tg lca  j , t ' t
i ' r iL i i - i l g  ; :nc l  a lgo  ' , v r ;  s  s l l ccc : :s f i r . l  ss  an  i : i . i r i - i - ' u l i ;u . i ' i . sL .  in  I i iSo  i - :e
e i ' r ' i " r ie  c i  : i . r t  Gr I -g :gs :  co i l -n t1 ; ,  j ro l th  -Dr '1 ro 'b l ,  anC iL re  fo i lo ; r i  n5 l  ) *e , . r ; '
s e t ' i ; J e d  u p o n  t h , l  p r e  s ( j n t  s j t ; , o  o - i -  U o o p , r r s i i , o , i i . , ,  ' ; , l j r  j - c ! :  h c  p l a i ' b e d  : r r l
v h i - c l t  ' t i . r s  n i ; i l r o c  i . n  i . i l : : c t  o f  i l i ; " , s e  - l  - i . '  . l n , i  h i - s  l l r o i . k r o r , ,  ' f ' ,  i .  C o o . p o r ,
' in, t 'er i toir i i : i , " '  "bo | i : i : , : i - : , , i !s cou:rt ; r  i io, ,  1i i : i  C. ( ;c. ,  oi . ; r , : t  sr , i ;  orrcr:"r  |cglLi :  f : ] : i i - l ing
ar ,d .  { , ' j r i ' i - ' i  n  L :uy : i . r i i ;  r :nd  *s  I - l j  s  j - , - iLe- l -L  j - i , :e r i t l : ;  dJ  r . r :c tec l  J - i r l ro rs  r lo l l . r t r t.bo  l : i - l ,L  s l l cc .o  ss  k rc  a r i ' , re . ;d  io  h :1  s  i c le i lge  Lr r r tJ -1 ,  l te  l :ecor "ne  on( i  o i r  t i l e
l : i ros 'b  c : ; . i t c r rsJ ,v i t  l -o l iduv . 'ners  s :C g : 'a i rL  bu ; is1 .s  o f  t j : ie  s ta rLe ,  h i , rv i_ng in
n l - l  f  ot- t"r . ' teen thou. sl  l ' t ' . l  l ;  c:r . : - 's .  of  i rh i -ch ni .ni :  t l : :ousa ird ,r , rct"es were ur-Lcier
c u l - ' b : i " r , - : . , t  5 . o i r ,  l : t o s t l y  d e v o t e r i  t o  l L : e  i , , , . o i i l l c ' b i c r n  o f '  r , r l : e a ' b  ,

In  Co lor r rJo ,  J - r ' :  l -8?0,  i r r : r .  f  oopet i '  i i , r i : . r  s  n r : i ' r . iec j  to  i . l i ss  i l rn r ia  C;  .  lL r : tch i "ns ,
i l  n i r t  j -Vc  Of  0h iO l , i  nC l  i ;  qg11p ' ' l l l : r - ' r  n f  l ' ;  nv ' r r  51  11g l  ; i ta  I iU tCh inS .  t ' he  y
l : i e rc l  two e t r i :a r ;c^  t r f iu  c : "e" ' i t i " i t , r " " . ; " r t t c1  h l iey  ado l :bec i  o  daugh i ,e r , ,
I . : l o r e t c e  ,  v l i L o  p a s ; s e  1 1  g ' ; , , 1 y  e " t ,  t l r c  a S e  o f  ' b i v e n t ; r - s e v e r r  r , r e a I , s  r

i , : r '  .  0oo i :c i '  i  s  n r ]  e : le r , tp1"a  ry  r i ie  t ibe  r '  6 ' r .  tL ,c  l ; i l :  s  on ic  f r . : - i te rn i tv  and ha  s
t a l l e n  t l r e r  d e f j r e c s  o f  t i : e  J L o d g e  o f  f c r l ] r , r c t i . r ' r i  o I  t ] r c  S c o t t j " s h  i i i t e .
l h r  r - . i  n  r t  i -  a  l n i  t

l i t o n b ' . : r  o f  t h e  b o l r d  o f  c c u t : L t ; r r  c o n i r : i s s i o i l c r s  o i  G r i g 5 l s  e o u - r r t y . ' r n c i
s o  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  b . y ' s r - r c e e s s j " v e  r e e l . c e t l c n s  u i . " t i l  l - U g B ,  c 1 o l r , , : - 1 i
q n t  e . r , r - t  i r t  - ' r n r t r  i n  t l ' : r t  c o n i ' l o c f  i o n .  I i ,  i s  w e l l  i , : r i o l , ' , n  t h a t  h e  s t o o c j
b*v '  thc  s ts r tc  nos l  1o ; rs  !11 , '  j  n  the  d : i r , ke  s t  i :ours  o l l  i . t  s  l . r5  s  L ;o : ry ,
a s s i . s t i r i g  t b r :  c o n l ' r o i : i t ' r e o l L i :  5 - i :  p e s s i . n 5 i  o \ 7 e l  s  p e r ' : i o c l  , ; h i c l l t , l r : : ' e a t e i - i e d
b a n . [ r r : u . p t e y ,  i : . c  n e v e 1 ,  l o s t  f n i i l t ,  l : : o ' , , , ' e v o I ' ,  r n d  I : e  i : r s s e d ' c y  n O
n n r r n n * ' r r , . r  {  + - - '  l - lv i r j : rv ]  uu l i ru ly  " l ta t  

' . { t ' : ' . . t1 f l  cneh le  } t j - r .  i :o  . [ , . . : . r ' f  l : :  c : :  i ; f  c  bcs t  j - t - i te l ,e  s is  o f
i io i ' i : l : :  De l io ta  ,  i i s  i  s  : r r r  r . zL i 'e i :e ly  r iLo icc 'c  n ia r i ,  e r r t - i . : r : ,e ly  f lee  f lo r l
o s ' b e r r t a . b i - o n  a n , d  d i s p 1 . , y ' ,  i r ' , i  1 ; h e  s i r o c : i f i o  o f f i c e  o f  b i o g r e p i l y  i s
n o t  t o  g i v e  v o j - c r :  t o  a  f l o n . l  s  r n o C c s t  c s t i . m e i e  o f  h j ; : , s e 1 . f  a r i r j  i ; i s
. r c c o r n p l i s l : m i i n t s  i - . u - ' b  r r , i i ' . : c i '  i o  

- i e i , v c  
u  p c : : p e t r - r a l  r e c o r d  o s t e b l - : i " s h i n 1 . 3

i t i s  p o s i - L i o n  i : y  t l i e  c o n s o n s u s  o f  ; i u b l - : i c -  o p : i n i o n  o n  t L r o  ! r , _ r ; . 1  o f  L r j - s
f e i l o ' r r s .  T L : i s  o I , i n i . J i ' ' , , v l , s  e x t r c s s e c l  i n  1 i 1 9 4 ,  v r l : e n  l i r . .  ; D o p J t :  t r : r s
e 1 - r o s o n ' L o  r o p r e s , t n t  h i s  c i s b r i c ' i ;  i n .  t h e  s t a . b r g  l - e g i - s - ' 1 _ a t u r . e ,  r n d
e.g ; :  in  f  o i - tL '  ) 'e  : ; rs  1 .a ie l ,  tn rhen l :o  we s  e l  ec tec j  a  n ienbe i .  o f  i , i . ; re  s ta te
s c r : a t e  .  i n  t h e  ? i o n s e  i r e  v a s  a  n : e n b e t .  o f  t i : e  c o n n i i t t e e  o n  r g . i _ - l r o a d s
: . t n d  s e v e r i - r J -  O t l : , o r ' 1 i : t 5 ; o r t a i : t  C o i i i - n r i t t e e s .  i r i s .  c O l l e e t i r a t e s  l t  t l ' a t  r r e : , 1 - O d
r , n d  h J , s  a c , " i u o . i L n t : , n c e e  t h r o u - l h  a l - - 1 .  t i r e  l o n ; :  y e e r s  o f - h l - s  r e s l d e n c b
i n  t h e  s t e t e  h a v < . r  n c t h l n g  i r u t ;  g o o d ' L o  s a y  o f  l . ' o l - l - i o  C .  S o o p e r ' .
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