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FIO}fEER. EI4SF.APHY
1 1 e .  t r .  E l l e f s c n

O1e  E l  e f  son  wa  s  co rn  i n  $ tephens  i l o i l n t y  ,  l av i  scn ,  T  11 ino i  e ,
O c t o b e r  1 2 ,  1 U 6 ? .  T h e  n a n e  o f  h i s  p a l e n t s  v * a s  I ' i r .  a n d .  i { r g .  E l l e i '
C1son .  r ] hen  he  was  a  J 'Or1ng  nan  sO: Ie  O f  h i s  f r i enc i s  r r f en t  t o : : i o r th
Da. ' . :o ta to  ta t re r :n  l -anc l .  ' ;Yhen therr  ca-1e bac ' !<  t ts . .  to l r i  ' i r .  E11ef  son
abor i t  th is  good 1anC. i :e  thou:ht  i :e  wor : - l -d  go anC.  ta , l re  up a homestear i
a . Iso.  l ie  was only  twent_rr - f  cur  years r - tC wi :en .ne s tar terJ  or_r_t  f rom
Sot t t "h  Center .  ! {e  ha ' i  a  fer , I  'nen a lonsr  wi th  hL 'n,  ?hree of  then r /ere
Old sa l -1Ors.  Thel , i  d . rove wi th  oxen and covere, j .  r ; . : iqons.  ' - ! le . '  toOk
P len tv  f c iC  a lonq  I ' r i t h  t he ' v r ,  b r r t  i t  d iC  no t  l as t  ve rv  1ong .  The l '  k i l 1ed
anc i  a te  an i te l s  t ha t  t . l r ev  snv t  cn  the  war ' .  Sc re  o f  t he  an i . rna l s  were  bu f -
f  a l  O  -  n t ' A i  ' n ' i  o  c h i  e l z c n  R - r l  S C  f  O 1 '  t i : .,  ; . . . -  v  v r r J - v  - \ i r j  ,  < / . :

The l '  5s6  t rou 'o le  w l th  t i : e  Tnd lans  an , , - l  s ta rva t i on .  T t  t oo l<  the 'n
t i r ree  weer rs  to  re t  t o  l ! ' o r th  f ;E tko ta .  ue  a r r i ved  he re  i -n  J r :ne  l 8g j_
and set t leC on h is  ho ' , ' les tear i  near  the Sheyenne Rir rer  in  F i lo t  l , {ounci
T o w n s i r l p  1 4 8 ,  S e c t i o n  2 6 ,  R a n g e  5 9 .

There  were  two  h . ' . nd red  nnd iane  the t  had  se t t l ed  so i r t heas t  c f
h is  hcrr r :e .  The t : :o"nen were s i t t ing arorrnd.  do ing the i r  fa i ic r i  i i r . r l ; .

l f lhen f f ieey sar  Ur-  E l le feon and.  the rest  o f  h1s 'nen,  cne Ind ian rnade
e  funnv  s ign . to  one  o f  t he  wor ren .  She  uen t  i n  t he  l n r i gua 'n  and  go t  a
lo -ng  peece  p ipe .  F i r s t  she  s '? iokec l  i t  an , {  t hen  pasFred - i t  a lone . * to  t t i e
o ihe r ' 1en  anC,  r ' r o ' ren .  l l i l hen  t t : e . ' , r  cF : ' i l e  t c ' t l r .  E l l e f son  he  l , a te ' l  t o  s ' r c l<e
f r o t n  i t  b u t  i f ' h e  w o r r l d . n r t  h e  w o r l l d  i l a v e  t r o u b l - e .

l ne  n igh t  i n  an  : l d  ba rn .  t f : e re  were  ove r  10Of  sna r rovJs ,  a ,nd  a
cat  l , i 'as  t ry ing to  get  so ' r le  c f  t i ren br i t  she d id not  s ' . rbceed.  There
l ,vere many rnen gf  s6ninq in  i t  Oecar . rse the. '  had just  set t led"  anr i  hac lnr  t
had  t i ' ne  to  b l r i . Ld  the r  r  i  r ) f f i e  s .  - , 1 r .  E l -e f  scn  v las  cne  o f  t he  : l l en .  Cne
c f  t h e  i n e n  l v h c  w a s  l a y i n l  i n  b e d -  g o t ' . r p  a n d  v r s s  g o i n q  t o  s h o c t  a f t e r
t i r e  spa r :o , r s .  T l : e  ca i  wus  s i . t t j  n i '  r i i :  i "  t i . e  r r f  l e r s  an ,J .  t hc r r r " . i i t  he
was  go ing  to  shoo t  he r  so  s t :e  j ' r ' n - - . ed  r l oun  anC r i ch t  on  the  r "nan rs  face
and  a l . nos t  se ra tched  h i s  e l . ' es  ou t .  . ; r .  E le * -son  i a id  i r e  wor r l d ,  neve r
: ' ^ T q e t  t n a t .

- i , , f  t e r  e .  wh j l e  when  t t rg l '  . l : . c i  se t t l ed  r l own ,  t he . ' g  b ' r i .  t  a  1oe  house ,
14 by r -5.  Fcr  f , re1 tne. . '  ' - tseC ' : locd.  i : ic l :ed , r ; -  a- l .ong the r lver .  The11
t i l  l . ; : : l  t l :e  so i l  v ' r i th  vra l l< inc n l -orvs a: t l .  sowed the ; i re  j -n  i :1 '  1" t1 f l .  Tnei '
u S o '  ] x e n  t o  C r a w  i i : e  1 o a - r ,  o r  p 1 o v l s .  S o ' r e  o f  t n e  c r o p s  w e r e  w l : r A t ,
co rn ,  p ' : t a toes .  i i nd  vege tab les .  The r r  v l cu ld  , ; e t  e r ro r l nc l  20  to  25  L : ' r she1 -q
o f  se ' i d  pe r  a . c re .  The i r  neFres t  t c t . n  f l r  n rov i s i -ons  u ias  l I a ' ' , ' v i l l e .
So ' le  of  :  i  s  ne igf  oors , ; :ere Thor :ne 01son,  . i -e  Arof  f  ,  F-a1, ' ' :1 :nr }  Jonns ,n  .
I  .  E .  I ' r i 1 l  s ,  and .  T Ia : ' s  Kb loen

One  day  i n  1895  a  nan  ne f l r , ' i l o ten  was  b ' r r r j ns :  . s t ra l r  a roun rJ  a
s t ra l " i  p i l e .  A  l a rge  wrnC b lew  r rp  ancL  too l<  the  f i l e  a lon : :  l v i t h  i t .  The
f  i r e  l r es  go ing  no r tn  b r : - t  ' i u . s t  t hen  the  w ind  t r r rneC towar r l  t he  sc r r th .
T 'h  i t . r na r l  * r ^a  r i ve r ,  and  i t  r a ine , i .  b ' r . t  t he re  was  n r t f : i r :E  tha t  co r :1ds r . u

s to "p  i t .  .A f te r  a  fe ' :  l / ea . r s  he  was  rna r r i ed  to  L i  zze  Le r .qon  o f  B rook l r rn ,
i , l i nneso ta .  He  l s  i 5  vea rs  o ld  now and  has  g rown-1 rp  ch i l i j r en  who  a re
al l  narr i -eC .  Trs  i -  s  s t i l - l  l - iv ing in  h is  o1d hor ; -ee in  Pi lo t  t {or_rnc l
Townsh ip  nea r  t f i e  She l renne  R ive r .

- - A l f i e l . d  H a l v i g
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Blography of 01e E. Ellefson
--Alftel-d l{alvlg t?il

Ole Elefson wes born 1n Stenhens County,  Davlson, I111no1s, October
A2, 1862.. fhe na-ne of bls parents was ]vlr. B.nd. Mrs. El1ef 01son. l{hen
he was af young man some of hls frlende went to i{orttr Dahota to take
up land.. When they carre back they toId. iuir. Slefson about thls good.
rand..  He thought he would go and ta.ke up a.homestead. also.  He-was
only twenty-four years old when ite started. out fron South Center. He'ad a few men along wlth h1m. Three of them were old se-11ors. They
d"rove wlth oxen and. covered. wagons. fhey took plenty of focd. along
wlth them, but 1t d1d. not last very 1ong. They hlI1ed. and ate antrnals
that they saw on the wa,y.
ehlcken, and. so for th.

Some of the fr/ antnals were buffalo, pralrle

They had trouble wlth the fndlans a.nd. ste.rvatlon. ft took then
three weeks to get to North Da.kota. He arulved. here 1n fune 1881 and
settled. on hls homestead near the Sheyenne Rlver 1n Pllot hlound Townshlp
148,  Sec t lon  26 ,  Range b9 .

There were two hund.red fndlans that had settled. so.utheast of h1s
house. The women were eltt lng around. dolng thelr fancy work. When
they saw idr. Elefson and. the rest of h1s men, one Indlan me-d.e a funny
sLgn to one of' the women. she went 1n the wlgwan a.nd. got a long pes_ce
p1Pe. Flrst  she smoked. 1t  and- then passed l t  a long to-the otheF men
and women. lfhen they cs.me to lr, ir. Elefson he hated.-to smoke fron lt but
1f he hadnrt he would. have trouble.

one nlght ln an old. ba.rn there were over 1o0o sparrows, and a cat
was trying to get some of them but she d-ld. not sueceed.. There were
many men sleeplng ln lt because they ha"d Just settled. and. ha,d,ntt had.
t lme to bu1ld.  thelr  homes. Mr.  ELefson was one of '  the men. One of  the
men who was la.y1ng ln bed got up and was golng to shoot a.fter the
sparrows. The cat was sltt lng up ln the rafters and. thought that he
was golng to shoot her so she Jumpted d.own and. rlght on t[e manrs faee
and" alnost scra.tched h1s eyes out. It lr. Elefson sa.ld he would. never
forget that .

After a whl le when they had sett led d"own, they bu1l t  a,  1og house,
14x16. for fuel they used. wood. plcked. up along thl rlver. ThEy tl lL;d
the soll wltb wa!{.ng plows and gowed. the gra.ln by hand. They used oxen
to d.raw the load"s or plows. some of the crops were wheat,  corn,
potatoesr and. vegetables.  They would.  get  around. 20 to 25 busheLs of
seed per acre.  Thelr  nearest  town for provls lons wa"s Mayvl l le.  Some
rf_lt ls nelghbors were Thorne Olson, 01e Groff, Rayinond. Johnson, I. E.

. , i111sr e.rtd, I lans Koloen.

0$e de.y ln 1895 a man nes.r Kloten was burnlng stpaw a.round a d
straw plle. A 1ar6ge wlnd blocc up and. took the flre along wlth 1t. The
flre was golng north but Just then the wlnd turned. toward. the south.
It Jumped. the rlver, &.nd. 1t ralned. but there we-s nothlng tha,t could.
s top  l t .  , i " l ' I  ,  l ' . : "  .  ' : .  ? .a

After a {evr years he was ns.rr led.  to Llzze Larson of  Brooklyn,
i,{lnnesota. He ls 6b yee.rs o1d now and. has grown_up chlld.ren who aree'11 n0arr leo'  He 1s st i r r  11v1ng ln rrrs old house:.n pr:-ot  l r , lound Townshlpngaf  the Sheyenne RlVef .  

-  u  - - -  - - -v  r r r  ' r r 'Lr r t '  l l luunq 1.



a

el
FT*HE$F *A.T$#HAP?ff

r l le f .  t l lEfaEn' ' "]" {e6-r-J"*ffi;4
,da}r  [ l . * feo* wa* bosn ln- :Stepnens'?, . :u; t t ] ' ,  D*.v lBon1 I}1lnols,  Oatoter- rt 13r l*$B*' ?,"l le **rrta ,rf hle par*nt.p ree S$.'e,tl i l  .$ia. f1l*f-*Ia*n. Shxa

hc w;&s. s. ${}u}}i$,ban'.sil&s of hle fr}*nrlm !r*$t te i.{rrr?h Sr,kststo t**g uS
Lltn*". ifhsn th#f &,'i,ss besk Lb$y t*1,* lif," {lgfs+n ab*u? t}rts Soorl 1r}&4,

7 iie t?:*ught hE wo:rlrt S* e&{1 t*ke r:p &. tr*un*H.***d *}.so, HE .rrq,a r?ml.f, 
: .. ')

,F twgnty*fCIur ysav* ol* isti*tL tts .gtnr$ed ,*ut fr+m *outn $enB*r, Il* ha* *' 
fe*'"xsn *;.3orrg u'l"tFr. hlx.. '  fhr+id *f th*s' s,sr&,*1d. gn13**#, Thsy t{rn+a' 
nlt ir $Een Fnr{ etvered rari 'ons. 'fhey t;:ok olent;,r foad nlong ntttr tt i86," 
f 'ct lt dtel rr*t l*"st ysay Lsry{, ?hs;y ictl}. i l t* rinst r-.t i* nnlmole thr;t th&f
*s{8 sru bh'* w*y. l3o,xe *f, tf is a.::Ln*li$ s&r* }xxffaltrr Ffslxirt qh|ck*rrr*n*

)ffi*iJil5'*",rubls' .,rtfir *"tr6 Ir,r,i1p.n* o,r,t et*.ry*tisrlr tt, tooh rhirsr f?ire*rksrsksr t$,"{'*t t* l i$T*h lrkot** i js *Ertve# lr*r* ln ul*nc }S$} n*at e*ttlfd
on 

' r r ls ' i r  
l ;ssntosd nsar the .Shcyenlre l { t rer  ln Pt lot  t {ound Toirnshlp '148 ,

nffiZl:**-3}l'*#T$*frI;u r,,,it*nn rhng ii:r.,r aeru.ed ,sourheeer of hls rrsure,- 
ftre $srfsn lyeis nttllnd *tsun* dotn,,5 *ile],r fancy woryk. then they s&il
}dr. t lof, '*nn it i lcl the rsflt r:f hts p&*i11 *rls l; 'rtttan $rqa{$ a funny ntgn.to *nd
,:f tlr* wsilsen. Sho we;rt ln Eh* wl,g,wntu *ntf gi*t * l.on4 ps*.G& plpe, Ptftt
ahEr si;iok.ftdt tt riiv! tlieii i;*"n*lerl rl f).strfi tr: ilts *thllr*ari*n,r.;Nl"wq$ertr
r'*'hsn thny si;..:ie.'trl ,:fr. iTL*f,fisn he hat*rt fl* *moke $ltr,trs Xt but if, h* hasntt

, .M rpauld i rsve tqoul i le.  - . ,  \

4T rlf lrn nly.i i t ln *n olC iinrn, ttr,:f* w*re cY#r lt i i .:O sps"rrrltrgr 4lftJ $. ori[ vs.Ba ' b.rylrag trt g*t f,,)*t* *f th*rn lrut r*irr* rlLd n*t SuSS,s€d. Thgrg sstrs m$ny e&n' 'xlngilX,n;.1 ttt i I bec*.uee bhey tr cl jusI settlrrrl. r irrt l h{rCnf t hrlri [ lrrle tS bstld'bhelz htlftqa, tfr. F,,l].efeon urfl,d olls of 'Lh# qxpr*. *n*,'.,f t i l+l:Ren g[]rc weF-
leyliq,i Ln berl l{ 'rt r i i) Lit i i  trr-4 *ielf iC [* gh$$t n#tar the $rp&frows. ?h*. Eat
w&8 nitt l lr 's.,,; u-; ', tr lth'":1sffir lr* *rrrt thilrtf l irt t irrtr lre rsns g*tn6 ?,1 nh*gt hgr
so otre Ju:nB*,* dswrr end, ttgirl, ofi bh* in*rtr # fncE ,*Rd almos]t serntoliie# htt

,,Pyas Outf -+:r' HLSfnOn geld he nouLr? nevstr forget t ln*t.
+f M ter n lrhlle p.hsn ti i*y hi* nsttled rlowr,, thdy p-utLt r* I^og h,ru$s n I4*1S,- 

b'ar fuel t irrry use$ woo$ ptcktd ur *Lon4g tbe rl,v$r, ' fhey t,t l lecl t"rs s*tl
s'tth ral"kl,nii; plowx nnd sciwe*. t,he grnln try hn{r$." ?h*y ussd oficn to dtar

, tf is ls**s *r plOrm* *l},ne o.i, t"l i t l  of,Oprit Hsrs whga*r-c*fRp potetsss, -and

Ysg*t*i;Lum, ?hsy roul"d gst arcund f.* to 8$ buuhele of ntor$ Fsf f iorfr.
Th*lr neersst.toslr frrr it l*rtsl*ns wns trayvl!-Xe. i3#rrrs nf hla aelghb,ens,

*r* Thornc $lsosrr $lc i irgffr.?snymand J*hns*n, f. $i, itt"l lsr &frd ldsne
o 1 0 e a . '

1

194: north but Junt
J,f ts r lvor, &t:d l t

r{},tt*r a f ex-ycaas
]tt I'e 65 yaals o1d

4l i *  ia  e t t l l  t tv tng
$irey,Bnne Flver,

*no d*y ln lft$$ etA l*.rge xtn* btew

r ja iqFfe t ! .  i '

set'tr n*&,r Hl"*tsn grm* burnln6'*trew srour"lri a strns ptlg
up nnc to*t thr* f,lr* el*ng; rlth lt. . ?he ftr* tn.w :Sgr
,tnen the wt:t : l  turRed tort*d thrr B$uth. I t  Jum 'ed
rnt*wd" hut thers $*s nnthlng bhet soul$. StSp- tg,
hr l*h*o es:rt€rl to ttf;ed L.ara,*n of Src*klynr Sl*,nEe*fisr

n*rv *nS irnw grcw**F,? sfitldiysn phs ers sl"l ru&rf,lgd.'
ln. hi.e $Lrt llnuss X,v+ $.i}.St 4clund t*wnstri"p {r$sr f}.m
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