i Biography of Anton T. Falls
A = --Arthur Storkson

Neme of this pioneer's parents are Torger Falls and Bertha Falla.
His name is Anton T. Falla.

He was born September 18, 1877. in Hurdal County near Oslo, Norway.

He left his former home because his father went. He came to
North Dakota to locate g better home and a better and cheaper land.

He didn't have any experiences from former home to North Daskota.
He ceme to North Daskota August 10, 1900. :

Took up homestezd in section 20, range 61, Rosendal township 148.

He built s frame shanty, 12 by 14, with one window and one door. He
had a sod barn.

He used o team and wagon and went to licHenry for provisions.
Hls nesr neighhors were Hendrick Olson, and Clint Wilson.

His machinery was a walking plow, binder, and a mower. He had
four horses.

Early crops were flax. It yielded ten bushels to the acre.

The fuel used was wood gotten at McHenry with s team and wagon.

There were snowstorms in the winter and prairie fires in the fsll and
spring.

He was married to Jenny Bjornson in the spring of 1903 at
Cooperstown.

His descendants are Inga Falla, McHenry, N. Dak. , Albert Falls,

McHgnry, N. Dak., Tilda Falls, McHenry, N. Dak. Otto Falla, McHenry,
N‘ ak.

He lives 3 miles north and s hslf a mile west of llose.



PIONETR BIOGRAPHY
Anton T. Falla

Name of this pioneer's parents are Torger Falla and Bertha
Falla. Name of pioneer is Anton T. Falla.

He was born September 18, 1877.

He was born in Norway, Hurdal County, near Christiania.

He left his former home because his father went.

He came to North Dakota to locate a better home and a better
and cheaper land. '

. He didn't have anv experiences from former home to North
Dakota.

He came to North Dakota Avgust 10, 1°00.

Took up homestead in section 30, range 81, Rosendal township
148. He built a frame shanty, 12 by 14, with one window and one
door. He had a sod barn. He used a team and wagon and went to
McHenry for provisions.

His near neighbors were Hendrick Olson, and Clint Wilson.
His machinery was a walking plow, binder, and a mower. He had
four horses. ;

Early crops were flax. It yielded ten bughels to the acre.
The fuel used was wood gotten at McFenry with a team and wagon.
There were snowstorms in the winter and prairie fires in the fall
and spring.

He was married to Jenny Rjornson in the spring of 1902 at
Cooperstown. His descend=nts are Inga Falla, YcHenry, N. Dak.,
Albert Falla, YcHenrv, N. Dak., Tilda Falla, YoHenry, N. Dak.,
Otto Falla, McHenry, N. Dak. He lives 3 miles north and a half
mile west of “ose.

--Arthur Storkson
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i Biography of Mr. and Mrs. O, P. Feiring
b and family
--Warren Bruns

Ole P. Feiring was born at Biristranden, Norway, Jenuary 6, 1846.
He came to America at the age of twenty years. Passed some years in and
around Pigeon Falls, Wisconsin before removing to North Dakota. MNMrs.
“Peiring was Beata Melby before marriage. She was born in Hurdalen, Nor-
"\ ay but was only a few weeks old when her people came to Coon Prairie,
Wisconsin to enter upon Pioneer 1life there. MNrs. Feiring was born NMarch
13, 1855. They were married October 9, 1873, at Trempealeau City, Wis.

Seven children were born to this family, two of which died in infancy.
Three girls were born at Pigeon Falls, Wisconsin--Clara, Julie, and Ida.
Oscar was born at the old Eimoen farm and Melven at the tree claim home
near Sutton, North Dakota. This claim was years later sold to A. J.
Anderson who removed the buildings. But the trees planted by the original
owners are still there, a monument to an old piloneer now passed into the
great beyond.

We came to North Dakota because of our hard times in Wisconsin.
The cinch bug was an enemy to be reckoned with in those days. Mrs.
Feiring's parents had already settled in Valley City on a farm one mile
out of the city. Through them came rumors of the great opportunities
for settlers out in North Dakota. Mr, Feiring came to this state in
April, 1884. He and Mr. Hans 0. Lien took a railroad car together and
so brought the few things they possessed with them for their start. The
rest of the Feilring family came Sut May 10, 1884, staying at Valley City
for a time in order to recover from mumps and measels which the children
got on the train. The house on the tree claim was a frame one of three
rooms. It was later built into the large house on the A, J. Anderson
ferm south of Sutton. Three horses, one cow and some rickety machinery
had been brought from Wisconsin. Later some oxen were acquired, but
everything came hard.

It was with the utmost sacrifice that a living was obtained. Dry
winds, prairie fires, inadequate protection on the long trips to town,
blizzards, etc. were some of the things to contend with. The distence
to either Cooperstown or Dazey was eighteen miles. Hennaford was only
a name on the map then. In winter time the family put in some anxious
hours wondering whether father would come home safe and sound. Often
his return was prevented for several days on account of a blizzard.
Those at home struggled with the chores,,with the old bucket well almost

,inaccessible from the piled drifts, and the storm raging for three days
~perhaps. .

The fuel was wood from trees brought from the Sheyenne fiver. These
could be bought if the purchaser would cut hls own. Also soft coal was
burned and some of the bachellors even used twisted hay for fuel.

Neighbors were few at first. Some single men came out on their
claims for the summer but left after their work was completed in the
fall. Neighbors at that time were Hans 0. Llens, the Kjelson brothers,
Emeon brothers, C. J. Erlandson, Christ Jackson, C. C. Frydenberh, and
near or about four miles north were the Rhodes and Lewils families.






Farms LogaTED Mipway BETWEEN SUTTON, ON GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY, AND BINFORD, ON NORTHERN PAciFic RAILwAY. WE Suip From EITHER PoOINT

| % EXCELSIOR FARMS

Or1as H. BruNs, Owner

! Growers of Pure, Certified Grains and Field Seeds. Samples sent
W on request. Also Pure Brsd Poultry, Hogs, Sheep and Cattle

Binford, North Dakota

A Pioneer Sketch.

(Mr. and Mrs. Q. P. Feiring and family.}

1. Ole P. Feiring was born at girdistranden, Norway,Jan.€,1846.
Cameto America at the age of twenty years. Passed some yearsin
and around pPigeon lalls Wisconsin,before removing to NO. DAE;
Mrs. Feiring Beata Melby before marriage. She was born in Hurdalen,
Norwayy put was only a few wecks old when her cople came to
Coon Prairie, Wis. to enter uponpioneer-life thcre. Mprs. Feiring
was born March, 13,1855. Theywere marricd Oct.9,1873. at ITrems
pealeau City,Wis.

Seven children were born to this family, two of which died in
infancy. Three girls were born at Pigeong ‘Fdalls, Wis.~Clara,
Julie,and Ida. Oscar was born at the o0ld Eimoern farm and Melt¥en

~at the tree claim home near sutten, N,Dak. This claim was years

later sold to A. J. Anderson who removed the buildings.

But the trecs planted by the. original owners are still there

a monument to an old pioneer, now passed into the great beyond.
5. We came to NB. DAK. because of our hard times in Wis.

The cinch bug was an enemy to be reckoned withld in those days.
Mrs. Feirings famiiy= parents had already settled in Valley City
on a farm one mile out of the city. Through them came rumors

of the great opportunitics for settlers out in No. Dak.

Mr. Feiring came to this state in April, 1884. He and Mr. Hans
0. Lien took a railroad car together and so brought the few thimgs
they possessed with them for there start. The rest of the Feiring
family came out May,10,1884, staying at Valley City for a time
in order to recover from mumps and measels which the ckildren
got on the train. The hous: on the trec claim was a frame one

of three rooms. It was later built into the large house on the
A. J. Anderson farm south of Sutton. Three horses, cne cow and
some rickety machinery had been brought from Wis. Later sonme
oxen were acquited.put everything came hard.It was the utmost
sackifice that a living was obtained. Dry winds, Prairie fires,
inadequate protection on the long trips to town, blizzards, etc.
_ Were somes of the things to contend with. The distance to either
“@ooperstown or Dazey was eighteen miles.Hannaford was only a
name on the map then. In winter time the family put in some anxious
hours wondering whether father would come home safe and sound.
Often his return was prevented for several days on account of

a blizzard.. Those at home struggled with the chores with the
old buckct’well all most inaccessible from the piled drifts

and the storm raging for: three days.

The fuel was wood from trees brqggh&gﬁromp§hc Sheyenne River.

We give no Warranty express or implied, as tC‘NnQIity, description, productiveness or purity of any seeds we send out, arA will not be in any way responsible for the crop.



These could be bought if the purchasér woulr cut his own. "Alseo

sof't coal was burned and some of the bachellors evin uscd twisted
hay fop fuel. i i

Neighbors were fow at first. Some singlc men admmppcame out on there
claims for the summer but left after, there work was completed

in the fall. Neighbors at that time were Hans (. Licns, the Kjelson
brothers,Emeon brothers, C. J. Lrlandson, Christ Jackson, C.C. 3
Frydenberg near or about four miles north were the Rhodes and

Lewis familfes. Bl

The grain raised was of a good quality but the highest yied raised
at this time was thirty-one bushels t® the acre and the price

about fiftyeight cents a bushel. With walking plows, the old
fashioned seeder and machinery without anvy seats,slow oxen, with

a few poor horscs the farm work went on. Wheat, oats, potatoes,

and other vedgetables were raised. In @PFS91 because wheat had

been touched by frost it sold for thirtysecven cents a bushel.
Butter prices ranged from ten to iftéen cents. Hogs enough for
home consumpion were raised. The diet of these pioneers was mostly
pork and grain foods."Prairiepfires often made people fight for
their homes. Fire brakes had to be made around the buildings.

If the wind was high and the fire jumped the fire break it rad

to he l'ought with wet cunny sacks,and anything at hand. Eye-lashes
were singed and faces blackened because of close proximity to

the enimy. ‘The first school in. this vicinity was held in one

of the t& rooms of the Frydenberg house, the parents paying the
rent and-the district paying tite teacher, miss CLara Poseya

~There was a school in Helena Township known as the White school

-a designatikdn given because of a man by that name living near it.
‘The eldest onc of the Feiring famiy attended school here a few

_months, staying with the kogderud sisters and geine with them .

to this school. Miss Sheely. and Miss Sullivan were teachers in

this school. Divine services@wwecre held at the different homes
until a school came to be built. Rev. P. A. Thoreson was the

first paster, coming from his ordination to take charge of church
work in the cormunity. He preached his first sermon at the Feiring
horme near sutton, and remained in his charge for over thirty- three
years. He and Mrsd Thoreson worked so well among: the people there
that they will ever be rememberdd by all. In the fall of 892 the
Feiring family moved to a new home tow-miles north-east of Coopersbe
town, Na. Dak. wherec they resied rost of the time since except

for a few years spent in Cooperstown for a change. Melvin

still lives there. Mrk Feiring died Dec. 20,1916« Juléi died
teb.11,1920. at Suttun N.Dak.

(Mrs. 0. F. Hoff) Ida(Mrs. O. B. Hoff. resides with her farily
Leeds N. Dak. Oscar lives liavelock, Hettinger Co. N. Dak. and

Clara, (Mrs. Ressemdn Benjamin Tufte) at Cooperstown. Mrs. Feiring
lives with here. ! ;



Biography of John Feske

--Clara Anderson o
- 1927

John Feske was born Februsry 19, 1875. At the age of seventeen he
came to this country with his parents. They came to North Dakots because
they thought there were better opportunities being they could get three
quarter sections of land free.

In teking up land they took township 145, section 4, range 60.
They made thelr house of boards on the inside and sod on the outside.
It was a 1i1ttle shanty about 10ft. by 14 ft. They made their trips with
oxen and went very slow.

Thelr closest neighbor was John Pitty.

They dld not have very much mechinery. They had a walking plow,
2 broadcast seeder, and used oxen for teams. They ralsed very very good
crops but they did not have many scres under cultivation. They went out
on the prairies and gathered buffalo chips and used them for fuel.

He was married at Cooperstown to Hanna Helmer, March 25, 1899. Mis
descendants are Violet Feske, Rudolph Feske and Pearl Feske, all of
Cooperstown, N. Dak.

He 1s gtill living at the age of fifty-two years of age. His present
home 1s in Helena township, section 11, Cooverstown, North Dakota.
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John Feske i

| |
John Feske was born February 19, 1875. At the age of seventeen ﬁ

he came to this country with hils parents. |

; i ~ They came to North Dakota because they thought there were better 4
e opportunities being they could get three quarter sections of land free. 4
< b In taking up land they took township 145, section 4, range 60 i |
" They made their house of boards on the inside and sod on the out- 5
gide. It was just a 1little shanty about 10 feet by 14 feet. 4

They made their trips with oxen and went very slow. 3

Their closes neighbor was John Pitty. L

They did not have very much machinery. They had a walking plow, i

a broadcast seeder, and used oxen for teams, é

The raised very good crops but they did not have many acres 2

under cultivation. ‘é

They went out on the prairles and gathered buffa70 chips and used
them for fuel.

He was married at Cooperstown to Hanna Helmer March 25, 1898
His descendants are Violet Feske, Rudolph Feske and Pearl Feske, all
of Cooperstown, N. Dak.

He 1s still living at the age of 52 years of age, His present home
is in Helena township, section 11, Cooperstown, North Dakota.,

--Clara Anderson
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. AJehn Feske was born February 19, 1875. At the age of seventeen he
. 'oame to this gpg&#ry with hie parents, 0¥ ol o Tl
U THEY geme to orth Dakole becauge they thought there were better
¢ % opportunities being they could get three quarter ‘mections of land

. 7““§n¥:aking up land they took township 145, aectlon 4, renge 80,
 They made thelr house of boarde on the ineide and god on the out-
~ side., It wes must a little shanty about 10 £+ by 14 ft,
e ,_%%§§q;maée their trips with oxen znd went very slow, '
- . . ~Their closest neighbor wae John Pitty. b 7 S _
They did not have very much machinery. They had a waelking plow, a
broadcast seeder, and used oxen for tezms, . : :
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- They raised very very good crops but they did not havéiﬁahy acregj'_r/

.. Bis descendants are Violet Feeke, Rudolph Feeks and Pesrl Feske, all N
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% Biography of Mathias E. Fjelstad e
June 1, 1926 --Alvilda M. Kolberg  /7.2%

Man.[Podt [0

The name of the parents of the ploneer were Evan Evenson and Elie
Evenson. The name of the ploneer was Mathlas Evenson Fjelsted.

Mathlas Evenson Fjelstad was born March 30, 1848 at Rinsaker County,
Norway. He left Norway at the age of twenty-five in order to find a
— iore prosperous place to work.

On June 24, 1863 he started from Norway on the ship "Kong Svare'.
The trip was made with no troubles and on July 26 they landed in New
York. He went directly from New York to Preston, Minnesota where he
lived for eight years. During the fifth year at this place he was mar-
ried to Karn Flelstad. They took up farming and one year on account of
their crops being taken by a "chancg Bug" they sold out their farm and
moved to North Dakota. With five other families they took the train to
Valley City, where they left their familles while the men went ahead to
bregk lend for their farms. He settled on Section 24 in Bgll Hill town-
ship. For many years they lived in & sod house 12x16 feet. They soon
found that only milk and honey flowed on the prairie so they purchased
oxen and began to break land and command in "gee and ha." Had they seen
an automobile in those days they would have thought that lightning and
thunder wes rolling over the prairie.

The only farm machinery they had in those days were a binder in
which they used wire to bind the sheaves, they also had plough and hear-
rows. The products grown on the farms were meinly wheat, oats, barley
and potatoes. The wheat was sold at the low price of seventy-five cents
a bushel. The grain they raised was chiefly for themselves and they had
very little to sell if any.

During the first year there were very heavy storms ensued by a dry
spell. For provisions they went with thelr wagons and oxen the long
distance of thirty-five miles over wild prairies over which there were
no roads or signs to guide them on their way to Valley City. For fuel
they chopped down and hauled trees from the Sheyenne Valley.

Their nearest neighbors were Fritchiof Greenland, Christian Lee,
Edward Stai and Lauris Stal.

The winters were very bitter and severe. They consisted of the
most horrible blizzards and sleet. After the worst of some of these
storms the snowdrifts were so high that 211 the buildings and near by
" places were concealed and only smoke seemingly coming from the snow -
could be seen. Paths had to be dug in order to get to the barn and other
buildings. Several times they had to string twine from the house to the
barn to guide their way.

To this union were born five children, two of whom are living, Mrs.
Conrad Kolberg who at present is living on the 0ld homestead six miles
south of Cooperstown, and Martin Flelstad living at Rawson, North Dakota.

The three deceased boys are Anton, Nels and Nels. Nels, who was
born in Minnesota, died at the age of one and a half Years and was also
buried there. Anton, who was eight years at his death, and Nels who



Biography of Mathias E. FJelstad
-~-Alvilda M. Kolberg

was five years, are burled in the Union Church graveyard, eight miles
south of Cooperstown.

At present Mr. Fjelstad is living at Cooperstown with his wife.
2 March 30, 1926 he celebrated his seventy-seventh birthday and is
seemingly in good health as yet.
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Biography of Mrs. Ellen Anna Fogderud
~-Chester Olson

iirs. Ellen Anna Fogderud, Peter Mossing, was born Mar. 26, 1868 in
Agsen, Norway, which is near Trondhjem.

Mrs. Fogderud left home because her father was in America and
thought conditions were better there. She left Norway (made the trip
all alone) when fifteen years o0ld and was on the ocean sbout three weeks.
‘e weather was nice and she had a good time. When Mrs. Fogderud landed
in America she took the train to Minnesota. The ticket from Norway cost
fifty-three dollang-and she had to work a little over a year to pay for
it. ©she worked o§§ winter to work for 1t in Minnesota at the wages of
fifty cents a week.|

lirs. Fogderud stayed in Minnesota three years then started for North
Dakota in a covered wagon drawn by a yoke of oxen. There were four in
the party, her father, mother, one sister, and herself. They traveled
a distance of about two hundred miles, and it took them about two weeks.
They had cattle with them so most of the trip was made on foot. The
cattle were afrald of trains and would run away. Sometimes they had to
hunt a half a day before they were found. The trip took them through
Fargo. They traveled through main street but Fargh was then Jjust a small
town of about three or four buildings. They reached North Dakots in
August, 18886.

In the early pioneer days Mr. Fogderud filed a quarter section of
land 8. W. § of Section 22, Township 144, Range 59. The first house was
a two-room frame house, 22x12 feet. Dazey was the nearest town and the
trips for provisions were made by oxen.

Their neighbors were Peter Mossing, Martin Mossing, Mikel Monson,
Nels Austad, and John Lilje.

The crops raised were mostly wheat, rye, and oats. The yield was
not very good on account of draught, hail storms, and the firstyyear the
crop froze. The fuel used was wood hauled from the Sheyenne River,
which of course was free.

Some of the hardships the pioneer had to go through were poor crops,
and long stormy winters. Sometimes blizzerds lasting three or four days
so bad that some people got lost on thelr way to the barn. Prairie
fires were 2lso a dresd.

Ellen Anne lossing was merried to Andrew Fogderud in the Gunderson
school house about one mile south of Walum on April 8, 1888. Five
children were born to this union: Mrs. E. 0. Wallin, Steele, N. Dak. ,
KXfgdd Alfred, Laura, Eva, Gunnerson, Conrad Fogerud =t Hannaford, N.
Dak.. The present home of the pioneer is where they filed their claim.
No photographs of early days as kodaks and cameras were unhesrd of here
then. There were no documents nor letters of the early pioneer days
preserved.
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PIONEER BIOCRAPHY
Mrs. Ellen Anna Fogderud

Mrs. Ellen Anna Fogderud, Peter Mossing, was born March 25, 1888
in Aasen, Norway, which is near Trondhjem. ;

Mrs. Fogderud left home because her father was in America and
thought conditions were better there. She left Yorway (made the trip
all alone) when fifteen vears o0ld and was on the ocean zbout three
weeks. The weather was nice and she had a good time. When Mrs. Fogdernd
landed in America she took the train to Minnesota. The ticket from
Norway cost fifty three dollars and she had to work a little over a
year to pay for it. She worked one winter ‘to work for it in innesota
at the weges of fifty cents a week.

Mrs. Fogderud stayed in Yinnesota three vears then started for
North Dakota in a covered wagon drawn by a voke of oxen. There were
four in the party, her father, mother, one sister, and herself. They
traveled a distance of about two hundred miles, and it took them about
two weeks. They had cattle with them so most of the trip was made on
foot. The cattle were afraid of trains and would run away. Sometimes
they head to hunt a half a day before they were fourd. The trip took
them through Fargo. They traveled through main street but Fargo was
then just a small town of about three or four bnildings. Thev reached
North Dakota in August 1888.

In the early pioneer days Mr. Fogderud filed a guarter section of
land S. W. ¢ of Section 22, Township 144, Rangce 59. The firet house
was a two-roon frame house, 32 by 12 feet. Dazeyvy was the nearest
town and the trips for provisions were made bv oxen.

Their neighbors were Peter Mossing, Martin Mossing, Mikel Monson,
Nels Austad, and John Lilja.

The crops raised were mostly wheat, rve, and oats. The yield was
not very good on account of draught, hail storms, and the first year
the crop froze.

The fuel used was wood hauled from the Sheyenne River, which of
course was free. ;

Some of the hardships the pioneer had to go through were poor
crops, and long stormy winters. Sometimes blizzards lasting three or
four days so bad that some people got lost on their way to the barn.
Prairie fires were also a dread.

Ellen Anna Mossing was married to Andre Fogderud in the Gunderson
School house about one mile south of Walum on April 8, 1BE8. Five
children were born to this union: Mre. E. 0. Wallin, Steele, N. Dak,
Alfred, Lanra, Eva, GCunnerson, Conrad Fogderud at Hannaford, N. Dalk..
The present home of the pioneer is where they filed their c¢laim. No
photographs of early days as kodaks and cameras were unheard of here
then. There were no documents nor letters of the early pioneer davs
preserved. A

L

——Chester Olson
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A{Exs. Ellan Anna ?egderud Peter/&asaing, wag born Mar. 85, -1868 in
Aasgen, Norway, which ig nesr Trondhjem.
~mY¥rs, Fogderud left home because her father was in Americe and thaaghﬁ
, conditions were better khere. She left Norway (made the trip all
.+ glone) when fifteen years old and was on the ocean zbout threé weeke. -
¥ i The weather wae nice and she hed & good time. When ¥rs. Fogderud
, landed in Americe she took the train to Minnesota. The ticket from
v - Norwey cost fifty three dollers and-she had to work = little over
- year to pay for it. ©he worked one winter to work for it 1n Hinnaﬁ'
aota at the wages of f{ifty cente a week. :
Erﬁs Fogderud stayed in Minnesota threg years then started for North
‘Dakota in & covered wagon drewn by & yoke of oxen. There were four in
the party, her father, mother, one sister, and herself., They traveled :
-a dietance of about two hundrsd miles, and it took them about two weeks.
They had cattle with them &b most of the trip wae made on foot. The
. cattle were afreid of treins and would run away. Sometimes they nad
to hunt a half a day before they were found. The trip took them through
Fargo. They traveled through main street but Fargo wes then.just B
~pmall town of about three or fcur\buildinga. ‘They reaohed Hbrth Dekota
in Aubgust, 1886. :
’ﬂln the eaxlx pioneer days Mr. Fogderud filed‘a quarter saotion of lend
8.W.¢ of Bection 22, Township 144, Renge 59. The first.house was a
two-room frame houée, aexl2 feet, Dazey was the nearest toun and the
*grips for provigiong weré masde . by oxen, |
Thelir neighbore were Peter ioseing, Martin Mossing, Mikel Yongon, . Nelu
3 uata&, and John' Lilja. :
$ he crope raised were maetly wheat, rye. and oszte. The yield was not
very good on &eceunt of drsught, hsil storms, and the firaﬁ&ear the
erop ifoze.
“ 4 The guel used wes wocd hauled from the Sheyenne RiVPr, which of aoursa
was free,
Thome of the nardships the pieaeer had to go through were poor Crops,
and long stormy winters. Sometimes blizzarde lasting thres or four.
deyes so0 had that some people got logt on their way to the barn.
Prairie fires were slso & dread. -
TEllen Anns Mossing wgs married to Andrew Fogderucd in the Gundexscn :
.. gohool houee about one mile south of Wslum on April 8, 1888;  Five
- children were Born *o this union: M¥rs. E. 0. Wellin; Steele, N. Dak.,. ..
© Alfred, Lesure, ®va, Gunnerson, Conrad Fogderud at Hannaford, N. Dak.' .
"The present home of the pioneer is where they filed their claim. :
No photogrephs of early days a&s kodeks snd Comerse were unheard of = . =~
‘hers then. There were no documenta nor letters af the esrly plioneer :
dayg preserved : B
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