
Blograpby of Anton T. Fal1a
--Arthur $torhson

Na$e of thle ploneerts parentg are Torger Fal1a anct Bertha FaLla-ll t
Hle nsJre ls Anton T. Falla. l l

-\ I{e was born Septenber 18, L8??. 1n Hurd.al- County near OsLo, $orway.

I{orth Dakota to locate a better home and. a better and. cheaper land..

He dld"nrt have any experlences fron former home to North Dakota.
He carne to North Dalrota Auguet 1O, 1gOO.

Took up homeetead 1n sectlon 2O, range 61, Rosendal townehlp 148.
I{e bu1lt a frame shanty, 12 by 14, wlth one wlnd.ow and. one d.oor. Ite
had. a sod. barn.

IIe used. a tea"rn and wsg6n and went to McHenry for provlslone.

Hle near nelghhors were Hend.rlck olson, and. c1lnt l{ lr.son.

Hls nachlnery lras a walklng plow, blnd.er, and. a mower. He had
four  horses .

Ear ly crops were f lax.  r t  y le lded ten bushels to tbe &cre.

The fuel used was wood. gotten at Mol{enry wlth a team and. wagon.
There were snowstorms ln the wlnter and pralrle flres 1n the fall and
sprlng.

He was marrleil to Jenny BJornson ln the sprlng of 1905 at
Cooperstown.

Hle d.escend.ants are fnga Falla, blcHenry, L{. Dak. , Albent FalLa,
{cHenry, N. Dak., Tlld.a Falla, Mcl{enry, N. Dak. otto FaLla, MeHenry,
!0. Dak.

He Llves 5 ml lee north and. a hal f  a miLe west of  Mose.



l r - -  :  _  
- 1 . .

FI nlilETR 3f rlRAFr'lv
A n t o n  T .  

" e r l 1 a

I l a .ne  o f  t h i s  p ioneer r  s  oa ren ts  a re  ?o rge r  Fa l l a  An : l  Be r tha
la11e , .  l t s ' - " : e  o f  ' p i oneer  i s  An ton  ? .  I a "L1a .

t s e  v J e s  b o r n  S e p t e : n e r  l u ,  1 t 7 7 .
t je  wa s born in  gor l i la \ r ,  I i r r rda l  Oount ' r ,  near  Chr i  s t ian i  a .
i {e  l -e f  t  h i  s  f  or"ne: :  hcrne b--ccr , rce i : i  s  fa ther  ' 'ent .
: re  ca : re  to  l l o r th  Dekc t i :  t o  l oc , t t e  a .  be t te r  hone  and  a  be t tg

and  chea .pe r  1and .

" {e  d idn r  t  have  an " l /  expe r i  ences  f  ro , ' r  f  o r *ne r  hc re  t c  Nor th
D a k o t a .

i ie  ca ' le  tc  } lor th  Dalcota A"rs ' i rs t  lC,  l -90. . ) .
?ook  r rp  ho rnes tead  i n  sec t i t n  ?C ,  ran r  e  61  ,  F .osenc ia l  t o l vns i : i p

1 i r -8 .  "Je br . r i l t  a  f rarne sha.nty ,  IZ ) r , r  ] ,1 ,  r ru i  th  One 1n/ in , - ic ' r r  e_nd rne
d"oor .  i ie  had-  a s :C i lar r .  .  Fe user l  ?  tea" l  and waEcn an ' i  , 'er t  tc
' ' n ! - ? o n r r r  f  a r  r .v l - v r ! r  - . .  :  . J I  _ - r o v 1  s ] .  c n  s  .

j j i  s  nea r  ne i r i hb , : r s  were  lTendr i  c ' r  f , l son ,  end  Q l i n t  ' .T i1son .
a r i s  qac i : i ne ry  wa*s  a  $ /a1 ! { i ng  p l cu ,  ' " l i nc ie r ,  en , r  a .  r cwer .  ITe  hac l
f  c , r r  h c r s e s .

Ear l l r  crc-ns rvere f . l -ax.  I t  . r i  e l -Cer l  ten br . rs l , ' . te ls  to  the ecre.
The f r re l  user i  vras v , ro, ' :1  .q-o: i ten at  l . lc r :enr : r  wi th  I  tean an- i  u /agon.
The : :e  I i / e re  sncws to r ' , l s  i - n  t i : e  r i r i n te r  a r rd  p ra i l i  e  f i r es  i n  t he  fa11
and  sn r i  i r g .

ue wa s . r l lnr . ' "  j  er l  to  Jen ' rv  ? iornnon in  the sDr i  ns of -  l i i - )n f  a t
C o o p e r s t o w n .  r r i s  d e s e e n d  n t s  a r e  T n s l a  F a l l a :  ,  

' " c l x e n r i ' , , ' ,  l ' .  D € , ' - . . ,
A lber t  I , 'a11a ,  

' "er . 'enry,  \T,  - ' lR l l  .  ,  T i1"a t ra l ,1a ,  
' "cr - ' renrr r ,  ' r I  .  nFl { .  ,

o t i o  ra11p ,  l i e 'Fen rv ,  J ' .  Da1 , : .  r rg  l i ves  .3  rn1 .1es  no r th  and  a  h .q . l . f
' r i  l l - e  w e s t  o f  - " o e e .

- -Ar t i : r r r  $ tork  son

/ *
1 r yr o
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r . 1  i a r rnonh r r  ^1 ' l i 1 ' .  and  l , [ fS .  . 0 .  j , .  Fe i f i ngL r  ve)r  
and fani ly

--"1'rarren Bruns

01e P.  Fel r i .n i i  was born at  B i r is t ranc len,  l ior i ' , 'a ; r ,  Je.nuar) '  6 ,  1846.
i {e  caroe to  Amer ica at  t l :e  ege of  twent- r '  years.  Passed som€ i 'eers in  and
anound  i r i geon  Fa l l s ,  l v i scons in  be fo re  ren rov i r : g  to  l l o r th  Dako ta .  i , { r s .

- . rc i r . - ing vr r .q  Beata l , fe1bl r  before mamiage.  S] : .e  vr ras l rorn i t :  ] iurdalen,  I {or -. .  v * A  J . , r ! ]- ' , ray 
but  was only  a fer , r 'weel ls  ok l  vrhen her  people came to Coon Pra i r ie ,

l i ' / isconsin to  enter  upon l ioneer  i i fe  tkLe: :e .  i i i rs .  I 'e i r ing vJas born I 'arch
!3 ,  1855 .  The ; r  \ 4 re re  na r r i ec l  Oc tok ie r  I ,  1873 ,  aL  ' i r e r i pea leau  C i t l r ,  i . ' i s .

Seven chi ldreL:r  were - rorn to  th is  farn i  l ; i ,  fvur :  o f  v , rh ic l r  cr iec l  in  in fanc l , ' .
r i r l r r . oo  n i  r  l  a  were  bo rn  a t  P lg ;eon  Fa l l s ,  ! J i scons in - -C la ra ,  Ju l i - e ,  and  l da ,I : T !  V

Oscar  vuas born at  the o ld L inoen farm and,  l ie lven at  the t ree c la im home
neny i  Su t ton  -  Ho r th  Da l l o ta .  i h i s  c . l a i i l  l vas  yee rs  l a te r  so ld  to  A .  , 1 .
Anclerson wLro removecl  th .e bui ld ings.  But  the t rees p lantcc i  by the or ig , , ina l
owners &re s t i l l  there,  a  monr lment  to  an o1c1 p ioneer  nov, r  l rassed.  in to the
d F A n J -  ? r o r r n r r r l
. ] r v ( { U | J v J V ] . \ ( .

V/e came t r :  l lor t l r  Dalcota beca.use of  our  ha: :cL t i .mes in  i ' isconsin.
The c inch bug was an of ler .n ; r  to  be reckoned v, i i t t t  in  those days.  l l rs .
T lo i r , - in , : r tsr  nn, rents i  l r .ac l  a l ready set t led in  Val - ley Ci ty  on a farn one mi le
orr t  o f  the c i t ; . .  Through them came runors of  the great  oppor tuni t ies
fo r  se t t l e rs  ou t  i n  l ' o r th  Dako ta .  I v l r .  Fe i r l - ng  came to  th i s  s ta te  i n
Apr i l ,  1 [ j '84.  i ]e  and ] i r .  l ians O.  L ien took a ra i l road car  together  and
so  bnour : l ' - r t  l l r e  l r  r v  l . l r - i n r . s  t 1 :e ; , .  possessed  t ' i i t h  t he t r  f o r  t he j - r  s ta r t .  Thev  I  v  4 F ) ' : r

rest  o f  t l :e  ! 'e i r ing fanr f ly  came-6ut  i ' ,a [  10,  1884,  s tay inq at  Val ley Ci ty
for a t j .r ,re in orcler to recover frorn mumps and rueasels vrhich t l : :e chi ldren
got on t i ,e train. i l lhe house on t l : .e tree cla.irn rrras 8. frarne cne of three
rooms.  l t  was l "a- ter  bu i l - t  in to  the lar1 ' ,e  l tor r -ss on the A.  J .  Anderson
fe. rn south of  f iu t ton.  threc l lorsesr  one covr  ar :d"  sorne r ickety  machinery
haci  be ln bro i r . i ,h t  f rom I ' - l isconsin.  Later  so ine oxetn v /e re acqui red,  but
errcz. r r t ] . r i  nc '  eame hard .v  v v r  J

J t  was  w j - t i r  t i r e  u tmos t  sec r i f i ce  tha t  a  l i v i ng  v ras  ob ta ined .  D r ; r
w inds ,  p ra i - r i e  f i r es ,  i nac lequa te  p ro tec i - , i on  on  t l i e  l ong  t r i - ps  to  t  ov /n ,
1- ,1 i  z .zar"d s  -  e tc  .  r iere sorne of  the th ing;s  tc  contend wi t l i .  T l le  d. - l  s te .nce
to e i t l ler  Cooperstown or  Dazey was e ighteen ml les.  I l r innaforc l  was only
a name on the rnal-. then. In r,rtnter t irne the farni ly put j-n some anxious
hou.rs v,rondering whether fa.ther woulr l  oome h,oi: le safe ani sound.. 0ften
his  return v las 1, ' reven ' l ;er t  for  severra l -  days on account  of  a  b l - izzatd. .
Those at  h . r :me st ru; ;g ; }ed rv i th  the chores, ,wi th  the o lc l  bucJret  v ie1 l  a l .most
i naccess ib le  f r r>m the  p l l edL  d r i f t s ,  ano  t l i e  s to rm ra6 l i n i ;  f o r  t h rc ' e  C 'a ; ' s

' -perhaps.

The  fue l  v ras  v , i ood .  f rom t rees 'n rou ; rh t  f rom the  Sheyenr re ' t i ve r .  These
coulcl be bor-ight i f  the J,.urciraser" wouJ"d cut hls ofl"n. l \ lso soft coal r 'ras
burnedi  and some of  the bachel - l -ors  even'used tvr is ted hay for  fue l .

Neighbors were few at  f i rs t .  Some s ing le men came out  on the i r
claims for the summer but left after thelr vrork vias col,rpleted. in the

fa l1 .  l l e i ghbors  a t  t ha t  t ime  were  i i ans  O .  L iens ,  t he  i - j e l son  b ro the rs ,
Emeon brothers,  C.  J .  l l r landson,  Chr j_st  Ja.c lcson,  0 .  C.  Fr ; ' i l6 t  5*r "* ,  and
near  or  about  four  mi les nor th were th .e l lhodes and Lernr is  fan i i l : ies.
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TED Mtowev BerwmlSurroN, oN GREAT NontsesN ,Rerlwev, AIJD BTNFoRD, oN NoRTHERN Pecrrrc Rlrr-w.ry. We Snrp Fnov Errnen PorNr

. , I /v\4.nYw"'v' trxctrLsnoR trARNls
Orrct H BnuNs, OPner

Grou:ers oJ Pure, Certified Clrains and Field Seeds. Samples sent
on request. ALso Pure Brd Pouhry, Hogs, Sheep and Cattle

JEi*f.odl, Nrnfh DakoGo

(r,ir. arld r,irs. (-, 
".^ufilfff"":x"lllir,. IL,  Ole P.  Fei r ing was l :or"n at  u f ' *s . f ty inr lcn l  Norwa; , rJa1.6r I . t ;46.

Oancl ,o  Amer ica at  thc_ag, . ,c .o f  tnenty years.  passcr l -  son,e y ,ears in
and arounr l  t ' i rgeon l r 'a1rr ;  i l isco l rs jn l l :e iorc .  rcxrov j -nr r  to  l ic .  i l i iL l, ] : "u .  l i ' c  j - r ing l ieer ta l ' ic rby bef  ore nrarr iage.  shc w:rs  t rorn in  l iur r , larenp
I' lortv,:ryg Fu! iras . on1;q a f cw rycclrs olr l  wf,.cn h.. pcoplc ea,ne tcri - : oon  l ' r a i r : i e r  iY i s .  t o  cn1 ,e r  uponp ioneer  l i f  c  t J  c i : c l ' l j r s .  

- r c i r . i n r r

i t 'as  ] tor t r  } iarch,  13 r  1B; ; .  Theyrrere nraru icr l  oct .  g  o 1g?3 .  a t  i , rcr r , I  "
p e a l e a u  0 i t y r i f i s .  

'

Seven c l i j - Ic l rcn were born to  th is  fan; i ly ,  t ryo of '  rvh ic l l  c l j .cd in
in fancy.  Thrce g i r rs  r i 'ere ] :orn at  f r tgeon/" t 'd l ls ,  I i ' j .s . -  c lara,
Jn l icrand f4a.  Oscar  was l :oqn i r , t  the o l r , l  I j imocn far t : t  i l r r r . l  l ic l ten--at r - thc 

Trec c la j "m honrc near  sut tcn,  Nel la l i .  Th is  c la in i  was ycars
la ter  so l r1 to  A.  J .  l ' r r r i ic rson who rcnovcc l  thc ht r i lc l lnp.s .
. i ; t t l ,  t l tc  t t "ccs p lar t r l ,cc l  by t l re  or . ic ina l  o iy l lc l -s  arc  s t l I I  there
a t ' ;o t t r tment ,  to  an o l r l  p ionccrr  DotY passcc l  in to t l i r -  great  be; 'opc l .5. l fe canc to i , tro. DAI\. becausc of our l"rarcl t imcs ifr l l , is.
I ' !re cincl i  bur: was ir,n cncn) to hc rci: l ionccl witbh irr t l- iosc d.ays.
I ' i rs .  Fei . r i i r : : 's  F*e**y=.parcnts  hac l  a l ready set t lccL in  Val lcy"Cl ty
on a farnt of le ni le out of t tre city. Ttroir$r t lrcm ci ln;c runors
o f  t l r c  g rc 'a t  oppor tun i t i cs  fo r  sc t t l e rs  o i i t  i n  No ,  I l ak .
L i r . _ I i ' c i r i n .g  canc  to  th i s  s tn t c  i n  Ap r i l  r  1gg4 .  I i c  anc l  } i r .  I l ans
0 .  L i . n  t ook  a  r * i l r o i , c l  ca r  t ogc t l re r  an f l  so  b ro r f : h t -  t l , c  f e ry  th iEEst l tcy_posscsr , ic r l  rv i t l i  t l lcm f 'or .  t i rc , r 'e  s tar t .  ? l re  rest  ( r f .  t t ,e  f 'c1r i i lF 'f an t - i l 1 '  cane  ou t  i , . ay r IO ,1E t_ i4 ,  s tay ip l  a t  ! r a1 luy  i : _ t y - t . o r - .a  i , i l ; - " *
in  onr lcr  { ,o  rccovcr  I ' ron r " tu : rps a i rc l  neasels  rvh ich t i rc  c t i i lc l rc ,n
go t  on  t l r c  t ra ln .  f hc  hous , .on  i l r e  l , r c . .  c l a ln  r yas  a  f ran .e  one
o I '  t , h rec  roo t - i s .  I t  r ras  l a te r  b r r i l t  i n l , o  t he  1a rge  house  on  t l i e
A.  J .  , lnc ler .son ' f 'ar .n  soulh of  $ut t r in .  T l i ree horscs cne cory arrc lsol l le r icl<ct,y tnachil lery Iracl ber-rn brought fror: tyis, I . ,ater sor:e
oxLln iyere acqtt i ted..t iut cverytt i ing c{[ne l iarcl. I t  was t]rc 11f,nlost
sack i f ice that ,  a  l iv i t rg  H'as obtr i j -nec l .  L i r ) ,  r r lnd.sr  l , . ra i r lc  f  1rcs,i nad .eq t ta te  p lo t cc t i on  on  the  1o r :g  t r i ps  to  tou 'n ,  T l l i zza ros ,  e t c .I rcrc  somcg of '  t l t *  t l r i r rgs to  conte: :d  n i th .  T l re  c l is tance - lo  c i t lerOooperstown or  i l l rzey rv : is  e ightcen n l lcs . l iannafoo.c l  * '1s on1; ,  aname on the map thcn.  In  ry in ter  t i r ;e  t l :e  f  ar i j  Iy  put  in  sore anxioushottrs tvonclt:r ing rulrct l tcr falLhc-.r n'oulcl conle l ' ronrc sai.e ancl sound.
0f t 'en lr is r 'cturn rvi ls prevcntecl for. : ;evcrar r lays ,,r,  o*"ou;;.^;;-a  b l izzarc l  ' '  .  ? l tc* ;e  at  I tor lc  s t r t rgg lec l  rv i t t r  t l lc  c l iores n i t l  t l ,eo lc l  buc l ic t , ' lvc l -1  a l l  nrost  inaccsss ib le  f rom tho p i led dr i f ts

fi'3 f ll:t "*.? yl- ;3f tFi$"# " [,- "t I I 
*f; 

" 8'ff fi *qp""r6 ng,t 
" r ; ;;; ; " * i r e r .

We give no Warranty expr€ss or impliei, as to-q<rlity, desr.pilo;, productivenGs or purity of any seeds we send out, ard will not be in any way responsible for the crop.



These cou lc ] -  he  136ug l r t  i f '  t l i e  purchas<) r  rvou l r '  cu t  h is  owl r  -A lso

sof t  coa l  was  burncr l  anr l  son tc  o f  thc  b i tc |c l lo t ,s  r -v  n  Us . r l  t rv is tcd .
h a y  f  o r  l - ' u c l .  i

Ne ls ! 'bors  \ re re  f , , : I r  a . t  f i r s t . - -Sone s {ng Ic  mcn lq t }cane ou t  on  t l re recli i ims { 'or the sLuTrner I 'ut 1--t i  " i t" i f  
8t,""" rsor"lr r;as cori;ptertccl

in  the fa l l .  l ie ighb-ors at  that  t i r re  i rer -e l rans 0.  L icns,  thc Hi€ lsonbrothcrs ' l lmeon brothers,  c  '  J .  .ur1 'antLsor l r  uhr ib t  Jacksonr  c .  L ; :  
- r { f r

Frydenbc ' 'g  near  or  ahout  four  r : i lcs  nor t l :  tvere t f re  f t t ioaes or lJ  
"v

Leryis farnl l fes.
The gra in ra iscd was of  a  gooel  gual i t ; ,  11,1 the h lg l ics t  ; , i_ed ra iscc la[  th is  t inre rsa,s  bhi r t ; ' - .611s busl ie ls  tu  t l re  o"r ,c  of i , ]  the"pr . ice
abor t t  i ' i f t } 'c ight  cen ' i . ,s  a  bt rshc l .  i l ' l th  t rn l l i ing p1or i ,s l  the o l r tfashioncc l  seecler  anc l  nrac l r i -nery rv ichout  a l r l  seatsrs lo l  oxen,  r i r i t l l
a  fe lv  poor  ho*scs th t . '  farn:  work rvent  on.  - r i . l rc* t ,  oatsr  pota{ ,ocs,
o,nc l  o t l rer  vcc" ! .gctabl "cs wcre r i . isec l " .  I l t  f f t r f l f  tccerr rse ' ry l :eat  har l
bcen touchecl  by f rost  i t  so ld for  tFr . l iyscven cents a bus l rc l "
Eu t te r  p r j - ccs  ran$ec l  f ron r  t en  to , l ' i f t cc i r  ccn ts "  I i ogs  cnopg l r  f o rl ront_c consunip io l l  iYcrc r "a. iscc l .  I ' i re  d i i : t  o f '  t l rcse p ic f iccrs  ryas nost lJ ipor t  anc l  gra. ln  foor ls .  'Pra i r " ie f f l reo of ' tcn uar ,Le i reopt .e  f ight  f ,on 

u
thc l r  hot i tc l ; .  ! ' i l "c  bra l ics  har l  i ,o  be naclc  l ror rnc l  lhe- tu i lc t i r . rgs.
If  bl 'e tvint l  'st ls higl i  arrd the f j-re .Jru:lpcc1 the f irc brcak it  l :acl
tt t  be i '0ught rvith rrcL .qunny saclisri .rrrcl anythlng ert h1ncl. Eye-l:r,slrestngre s inr rcd at rc l  faccs b la, : l ienecl  becausc i , f  c losc pro i inr i t j ,  tot l r L r  en l r ; y . .  The  f i r s t  schoo l  j n  t h i s  r , ' i e i n i t . t  u , : r s  i , u i , l  i n  o l t c
o f  Lhe  l , d  i - oo r i r s -o f  t l r e 'F r ; ' t l cnbe rg  l rousc ,  i l r e  pa rcn ts  l r ay lng  t l : e
1_e4t arrd' t l ic c"!- i  st l ict,  paying t l  e tcachcr", niss cl,€rr ' i l  l rr,sey1I fe rc  was  a  schoo l  i n  l t c l ena  Townsh i l r  l i no rvn  as  i l r e  l f l r i t e  sc l i oo l-a c lcs iauat tdn s ivcn bccat tsc of '^er  n ian t ry  t t ra t  n tn le  l i .v i r rg  nuar  i t .r l ic  e lc lest  onc of ' thc l 'c i r ing fanr iy  a i ; [enrrc , r t  school  here a fcryl;ronL]:sr stay ing rv*itlr -ttrc-l-logtl"iqrr,L gisters ani! so:inp rsith l;hen[o t ] t is  school , .  ] i j - r ;s  l i l rce l ;1 '  anr i  ] , : i : is  bu l . l ivan i lo .c- tcact rers  j .n
t l t is l  s r l too l .  i ] iv j -ne serv icesf i r rcre hc lc l  a t  i l rc  r l l f ' fc r .cnt  l ror rcsL tn t i I  a  sc l r co l  ca l i t c  t r t  bc  bu i1 t .  l i c v .  p .  A .  T l i o r .eson  r yas  t l . r ef i rs t  paster l  coni 'g  f ronr  h is  or"d. i ' * t ; ion tc  t ,a l ;e  cr r i r rgc of  e l i r r re t ,t so r l i  i n  t l r c  co : ' r r rn i - t y .  He  p reacher l  h i - s  f i r s t  

" c "n ,on  " f  
t hc  l r , e i r i nst to l -c  ncar  but ton,  a l tc l  t ' t : t r r : t incr l  ln  h is  charge for  ovc l . - t f r i r ty- " ; ; , ; ; , ;yc i r rs .  l {e  i l } rd  l '1rs- rb Thoreson ruor l rc t l  so lye l r "anrong [ t r " -  p .oo1. l .e  there
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, Elography of John Feske
-Clara And.erson

I 
- - vr cr,r c, fi/rrlr.sr rivrl 

| ? L7

John Feske wae born Februa.ry 19, 18?5. At the age of seventeen he
carne to thls country wlth h1s parents. They came to frorth DaroCa-because
they. thought there were better opportunltles belng they eould. get threequarter sectlons of land. fnee.

rn taklng up l-anil they took townshtp 14b, sectlon 4, range 60.
lhey mad-e thelr house of boards on the lnslde and. sod. on the 5uts1d.e.
ft $as a l ltt1e shanty about l0ft. by l-4 ft. they mad.e thelr trips wlth
oxen and. went very slotv.

Thelr  c losest nelghhor wa,s John pl t ty.

_ They d.ld. not have very rnuch nachlnery. They had. a walklng plow,
a bnoad-cast seed.er, and used. oxen for tearas. fhily ralsed. ue"y"oi"y 6ood.crops but they d.ld not have many acres und.er cultivatlon. fhly weirt-out
on the pralnles and gathered. buffalo chlps and. used them for fueL.

He was marrled._at Cooperstown to Hanna Helner, March pb, 1ggg. Hlsd-esceniLants are Vlolet  Feslee, Rud.olph Feske a.nd. Pear l  Fesker '* i f  o i
Cooperstown, N. Dak.

He 1s st1lL 11v1ng. at  the age of  f l f ty- two years of  age. H1s present
home 1s 1n Helena townshlp,  sect lon 11, Cooperstbwn, North*Dakota,
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Blognaphy of Mathlas E. FJelstad
--.A1v1Lda-M. KJtbeng__ If eq

dvw,R'{of A\IA,,*
The nane of the panente of the ploneer w6re Evan Eveneon and El1e

Eveneon. f13e nane of the ploneen ras lhthlas Evenson FJe].stail.

lfiathlag Eveneon FJeLstad. ras bolrri Mareh 50, 1848 at Rtneaken County,
Horway. He Left l{orvay at the age of tsenty-flve ln ond.en to flncl a'-'.,rore prosperous place to wonk.

0n June 24r 1,866 he etarted from Norway on the shlp rKong Svares.
The trlp wae'made wlth no troubLee and. on &uly 26 they l-and.ed.-ln liler
York. He rent dlrectly fnon New Yonk to.Preeton, Mlnneeota where he
Llved. for elght yeans. Durlng the flfth year at thls pLece he was mari-
rled. to Kann FJelgtadl. They tooE up fannlng ancl. one year on aecount of
thelr crops belng taken by a ttchirncft Bugu they solci out thelr: farn and
moved. to Nonth Dakota. Wlth flve othen fanlLies they tooh the tnaln to
Valley Clty, where they Left theln farn1lles wh1le the men went ahead to
bneak Lercl fon thelr fanms. I{e settleil on Sectlon 24 ln tsalL HlLL town-
eh1p. Fon nany'yeans they l1vect ln a eod. houee 12x16 feet. fhey 6oon
foundl thet onLy nllk end. honey fLoreit on the pnalnle 60 they puncb.aaed.
oxen and. began to bneak Land and command ln ugee and ha. r Had they g6en
an automoblle ln thoeo d.aye they wouLdl have thought that I1ghtn1ng &nd
thund.er wag noLl-lng over the pralnle.

The only fanm nachlneny they had. ln thoge d.aye were a blnd.en ln
whleh they used. wlne to blnd the eheaves, they aLso had. plough end han-
notrs. The pnod.qcts g!'own on the farme were malnly wheat, oats, banley
and. potatoes. The wheat rae soldl at the low pnlee of seventy-flve oente
a bushel. fhe gnaln they nalsed was chlefly for thenseLves and they had
very Ll t tLe to eeLl  l f  eny.

Dur"lng the flrst year there wene very heavy storns eneuecl by a ctry
epeL1. For provlelons they went wlth thetr wagone and oxen the Long
d,lstance of thlnty-flve n1les over wll i l  pralrlee over whlch thene were
no roads on slgne to gulde then on theln way to Valley Clty. For fueL
they chopped d.own and hauLed. tnees fron the theyenne Val1ey.

Bheln nearest nelghbors were Fnltehlof Greenland, Chrlstlan Lee,
Ed.ward. Stai ancl Laurle Stal.

?he wlnters were very bltten anct severe. fhey conelsted of the
nogt bonrlble bL1zzands anil s].eet. Aften the wonst of solno of theee
etonng the enowd.nlfts wene so hlgh that all the bulLcllngs and near by

- 'pJ.aees were coneealed ancl only smoke eeemlngly eomlng fron the snow -:

eoul,cl be s6en. Paths had to be dug ln onder to get to the bann end otben
bul1d1ngs. $evenal t lmee they had to stnlng twlne fron the house to tbe
bann to gulde thelr way.

To thls unlon nere born flve ch1ld.ren, ttro of whom are l1v1ng, Mrs.
Con::ad Kolber"g who at pneeent 1s llvlng on the oLd honegtead slx mlles
south of Cooperetown, and. Martln FJelstad Llvlng at Rawson, Nonth Dakota.

?he thnee ileeeaeed boye ane Anton, Nels anit Nele. irleJ.s, rho was
born 1n Mlnnesota, d.1ed at the age of one anil a half y€ars ana nas aleobunledl there. Anton, who was ergfrt years at h1s deatir, 

"na 
liJf"*rno
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Blography of Hathlas E. FJeletail
--AlvlLda lil. Kolberg

rae flve years, are burleil ln the Unlon Churcb graveyendl, elght nlLes
soutb of Cooper.stown.

.. At proeent Mr. FJeLstadl ls l lvlng at Coopenstown vlth hlg r1fe.
1.":r. March S0, L986 he eelebnated. h1e eeventy-seventh blrthtlay and le
deenlngl"y ln good bcaLth aa yet.
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:i : Blography of idrs. ElLen Anna Fogd.erud
- -Chester  01son

&lrs. E11en Anna Fogd.erud., Peter Mosslng, was born L,lar. Zb, 1868 ln
A8sen, Norway, whleh ls nea.r Trond"hJem.

Ivlrs. Fogd.erud left home because her father was ln Anerlca and.
thought condltlons were better there. She left Norway (made the trlp
all alone) when flfteen years olcl and was on the ocean about three wbeks.
.he weather was nlce and she had. a good. tlme. When Mrs. Fogderud. landed

ln Amerlca she took the traln to Mlnnesota. The tlcket from Norway eost
flfty-three d.ollans and. she had to work a l1tt1e ov6r a year to pay for
lt. She worked. onb wlnter to work for lt ln Mlnnesota at the wales of
f l f ty  cents a week.\

SIrs. Fogd.erud, stayed. ln &llnnesota three year6 then started fon North
Dakota ln a covered wagon d.rawn by a yoke of oxan. fhere were four ln
the party,  her father,  mother,  one sleterr  &od. hersel f .  They traveled.
a d.lstance of about two hund.red. mlles, and 1t took them about two weeks..
They had cattle wlth thern so most of the trlp was mad.e on foot. The
cattle were afrald- of tralns and. would. run away. Soroetlmes they had. to
hunt a half a d.ay befone they were found.. The trlp took them through
Fargo. They traveled. through maln street but Farg0 'va.s then Just a smaLl
town of about three or four bu1ld.1ngs. They reac[ed. North Dakota" 1n
August ,  1886.

fn the early ploneer days tri lr. Fogderud. f1led a quarter sectlon of
land 9.  W. *  of  Sebtton 22, townshlp i++, Range 59. 

"The 
f l rst  house was

a two-room frame house, 22xI2 feet .  Dazey was the nearest  town and the
tr lps for  provls lons were mad.e by oxen.

Thelr netghbors were Feter Mosslng, Martln i l losslng, Mlkel ivlonson,
Nels Austad.r  &Dd John Ll lJa.

The crops ralsed. were mostly wheatr f,Jler &rld. oats. The yleld. was
not very good. on account of d.raught, ha1l storms, and the flr ityyear the
clop froze. The fuel used. was wood. hauled. from the Sheyenne Rlver,
whlch of  course was free

Some of the hard,shlps the ploneer had. to go through were poor crops,
and.-  long stormy wlnters.  Sornet lmes bl lzzards last lng three or-  four days-
so bad. that some people got lost on thelr way to the-barn. Pralrle
flres were also a drea,d..

El1en Anna Mosslng was marrled to Andrew Fogderud.ln the Gund.erson
;chool house about one n1le south of l lalum on Aprll 8, 1g8g. Flve
chl ld.ren were born to th ls unlon: Mrs.  E.  0.  Wal l ln,  Steele,  N. Dak.,
{lfniil Alfred, Laura, Eva, Gunnerson, Conrad Fogerud. e.t Hannaford, N.
Dak.. lhe pnesent home of the ploneer ls where they fl led. thelr clalm.
No photographs of early d.ays bs kodaks and caneral were unheard. of here
then. There rrare no d.ocuments nor letters of the early ploneer d.ays
preserved.
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PIOT1EER tsrOSpSF'.Y
i f rs .  t l1en Anna FoqCerud

] ' , f r s .  E l1en  Anna  Fogderud ,  Pe te r  i : i oss ing ,  was  bo rn  March  28 ,  1e6B
in  Aasen ,  I l o rwa .y ,  w t ] i c f r - i s  nea r  T rondh jen .

i , { rs .  Fogderud le f t  horne beea.use her  fa ther  was in  Arner ica and
th_ough t  cond l t i ons  were  be t te r  t he re .  $he  l e f t  $o rna l , ,  ( nad .e  the  t r i r :
a l1  a lone )  when  f i f t €en  yss l ' s  o1d  and  was  on  the  ocean  abo r : t  t h ree
weeks.  The weather  wa s n ice and s i :e  had a gcod t i rne.  iThen L, l rs .  Fogderr :d
landed  in  Anner i ca  she  took  the  t ra in  to  l { i n ieso ta .  The  t i c r<e t  f rom
l lo rv ray  cos t  f l f t y  t h ree  do l l a . r s  and  she  had  to  wor l<  a  l i t t l e  ove r  a
yea r  to  r : ay  fo r  i t .  She  wor ' l <ed  cne  w in te r ' t o  work  fo r  i t  i n  ' i i nneso ta
a t  t h e  w e g e s  o f  f i f t y  c e n t s  a  w e e k .

r . t l r s .  Fogder r rd  s tayed  i n  l { i nne ,qo ta  th ree  yea :s  t t r en  s ta r tec i  f o r
l ior th  Dakota in  a covered Tragon Crawn b l r  a-  yoke of  oxen.  There lvere
f o u r  i n  _ t h e  p a r t y ,  h e r  f a t h e r ,  r n o t h e r ,  o n e  s l s t e r ,  a n d  h e r s e l f  .  f h e l ;
t r a v e l e d  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a b o ' ' . . 1 t  t ' t o . h r r n C r e d ' r i 1 e s ,  a n c i  i t  t o o k  t h e n  e b o u t
t w o  w e e k s '  T h e 1 , ' h a d  c a t t l e  v r i t h  t h e : r  s o  m o s t  o f  t h e  t r l p  w a s  n a d e  o n
foot  -  The ca. t t le  were af ra iC of  t ra ins ancl  would r t rn  away.  $o:net imes
t h e y  h a d  t o  h r i n t  a .  h a j - f  a  d a i ' b e f o r e  t h e : i  w e r e  f o u r d .  T h e  t r i p  t o o r r
then  th ro r )gh  Fe rso .  The : r  t rave led  t r : rouEh  na in  s t ree t  b r i t  Fa r lo  w lg
then , iust  a  srnal l  t6 'orn of  abrOrr t  three Or fOr . r r  br r i lc l j .nEs.  The. , ' * reached
I i ' lor th  Dakota in  A ' rgust  1896

In  the  eo r "1 "  i i ^ha^n  r i avs  l l l r .  Fog r le r r : c l  f i l ed  a  q r ra r te r  see t i on  o f
land s:  i .  

"+- ; i - i " " i io" ' - ia,  
Townghi-n L^i - , -R" i l ; "6e' .  uTn" 

f i rgt  hor:sel ; / - as  a  two - roo : l  f r ane  house ,  22  b : r  12  fee t .  De .ze1 '  v , l as  the  nea res t
tov ;n  a . rd  the  t r l os  f  o r  p rov i s ions  were  rnadg  f : r  oxen .

Thei r  ne lghbors v i lere Peter  r , , {oss i r ' . : ' ,  l , !ar t in  t . toss lng,  } , { i } le1 l , {onson,
l l e l s  A u s t a d ,  a n C  J o h n  L i 1 i a .

T h e  c r o p s  r a i s e d  w e r e = i i o s t l y  t . ' ' h e a t ,  r y e ,  a n c l  o a t s .  T h e  y i e l d  w a s
l -o t  ve ry  rooC Dn  e ,cco r rn t  o f  d ra r reh t ,  I a . i l  s to r r s ,  and  the  f  i r i t  yea r
t h e  c r o n  f r o z e .

The fue l  useC was wood ha ' : led f ron the Sheysnns River ,  wht-ch of
c o u r s e  w a s  f r e e .

sore of  th .e l l r r ish ips the p ioneer  had to  go thror . rgh i r , rere poor
c - rops  '  and  l o l i  -  s to rmy  w in te rs .  Sone t i ' r es  -b - r - i i za rcJ .e  1E  s t l ng  th ree  c r
{o . r l  C .ays  so  bad  tha t  sone  peop le  a to t  1os t  cn  the i r  way  to  f , r re  ba rn .
F r a . t r i e  f l r e s  w e r e  a l s o  a  C i e a r i .

E l1en Anna,  l r loss ing vras narr ier l .  to  AnCre FogCerr :d  1n i l :e  G,rnr lerson
Schoo l  house  abo r : t  one  rn i l e  so r r th  o f  : , ya lun r  on  A f r i l  g ,  l _b fs .  F l ve
c h i l c j , r e n  r - ? T e  b c r n  t o  t h i s  u n l o n :  r n r s .  E .  l .  - - l i t r i n ,  

s t e e l _ e ,  l i ,  D a 1 r . ,
A1fred. ,  Lar-13g,  Eva. ,  3r : -nnerson,  Conra.C Fogclerr rd e, t  uannaford,  l t .  la l . .
T h e  p r e s e n t  h o n e  o f  t h e  D l o n e + r  i s  i - r h e r e  t i : e ' ,  f i l e n  t h e i  r  c t a i  r .  l l o
pnotcgraphs of  ear l - r r  r la i rs  as kodal rs  anr  ca. lqeras were unhearr l  o f  here
then .  Tne re  were  ro  docunr ten ts  nc r  l e t t e rs  o f  t he  €a r1y  p toneer  d .avs
11 Yr A e o lrr o d
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F1*!i,gffi *I*$RApI{YrrlJi'r**tn xlti't'*rri*rnt 
:u*' to chffiM*-'

,ffire, Sll*n &nn* 
,fogfio: ( \

. , (Mfe.  Sl len i lnna f 'ogderud, Feter,S' toeslnglr  Ttra,s born Mar.  aS, tggg fn
Ansen, l , {or?ray,  whlch ie r ie6r Trondhjen,

.24,1{rg, . . f  ogderud Left  hoae beoauwe her- father war:  ln Airrer lca a.nd thought' 
cond.lt ions were bett#r khere, $be l-eft l{*r}r*.y {mn.de t}rc trtp a1L
aL*nei 'nhen f t f , teen ye*,rs old and was on the bet lan about thr i :e xr€ekp. ,'  
The rreether V*e nlce and ehe he, i  a 6ood t ! .ne,  When Mru. t togderud

, Le,n**d ln "{.mertcrl she took the tratrn to Mthnesotn. The ttctiet fr*m
is^arwBy eost f l f ty  thren dol" lera and-she hed t .o wor l r 's .  I t t t le ovsr 8,
yes"r  to pny for t t .  She vlorked one.wlnter to work f 'or  l t  ln Hlnr ie*

_eot& at  the wagbe of  f l ' f ty  cents f i .  $eek,
atr4rsr Fogr ierud eteyed in F{ lnr :eeota threp yesrB tben eterted f ,or  $Iorth

F*kot* i.n e conered' fre{on dre,wn by ti yoke of oxsn, fhere Ge?e f,our {n
the p 'artyn i ter  father,  mother,  one nleterr  Bfrd herseLf,  ?hey traveled:-a dlntance of about two hund.red miles, e,hg lt took thenr nbout two seekE.
l 'hey_hr:ri cattle srj.th them sb ruost crf the trlp,sab ma.de on foot. T,lrp

. ce.ttle Pere .s,frs.i* of trul.u,s and woul,cl run awd.y, $ounetl.nee they had
tc hunt a half q day before they $r$re found. The trlp took tfrefo throu$b
Fa.rgo. ?hey traveLed througb roaLn street but t 'argo wae ihen Just & :
araal3" town of about thYee or tcur bulLdtngn, th*y ree,ahed Hoitf l $skota

- ln  A [gus t ,  1886.- ' l ln the edr ly ; r loneer days,-Mr.  Fogderud f t l "ed a qua.r ter  eect lon of  land
S.W.* of  Sect lon ?3, Townuhtp 144, Rsn&is 59" f ,he f l rst" .hou,so was &
two-room fra'ne hou*e, i lSxl8 f 'estr' S*.ney we,s.tbe nearest tCIsn and the

Jr ipe . I ' : r  provinion8 $erg l8frde by 0f i "$r i ,  r  '
nThelr  n€ir : ' i rLrors were Peter Lioe e1ir , , - i ,  i iar tJ,n 16oeslng, IJ ikeI  r . lonson, f fe lc
+usted, and John Li) .Ja.

. 'T j te crope raised vlere moet ly wh.ea.tr  x lsr  f i r rd.  oate,  ' Ihe y le ld was not
very g;ood ,on account cf f,reuf,bt, hn.l l. storner' slrd tht,-f iretJrear the
crop  f rose

, The fuel  ueeC ues wood hauled from the $heyenne Rivtr ,  wtr lc l r  of  courg€
lrs g f  ree.

Sotne of  the i r* . rdsht i ie the ploneef ho.d to i {o through ssre.poor srope,
e.nel .  long; etorny wlnters.  Soaret t rues bl lsaardo last ing;  three or four.
r lnye nc bad thi* t  ' io i le people got l "ont  on thelr  vray tS th$'bern.

*Faa l r ie  f l res  r le re  e leo  a  c l reso
" l l l lerr  Snne i {oesing was f le.rr leC to Andre$ FogderuC tn the &under*on

estrosl h*uee about one ;nl j"e *outh of ffaluuo on Aprtl 8, 1888; Flvs
cir i l "C.ren Brsre Sorn to th ls unlsn:  l , f r r .  A,  * ,  Tf t lLtai  gteeter 1,r , .  DaF.,
Alfred, tauge, frve,, #unnersorrr Conrad tiogrtertrd at't lannaforei, lf. bak.'
fhe pre** ixt  home o{ '  t i re plerreer in qhere they f t l "ed" t } re l r 'c laLm,
llo ph$togra".ph* of eerly days eu koCrr.kn s.nd cnrrieras wer€ unheard of
her* then. t i rere wefe no eiccumsnt,e nor let tnre of  the eirr" l "y t r ]1one6r
days pregerve*.

*f fuqieter *trson
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