
:i : Blography of idrs. ElLen Anna Fogd.erud
- -Chester  01son

&lrs. E11en Anna Fogd.erud., Peter Mosslng, was born L,lar. Zb, 1868 ln
A8sen, Norway, whleh ls nea.r Trond"hJem.

Ivlrs. Fogd.erud left home because her father was ln Anerlca and.
thought condltlons were better there. She left Norway (made the trlp
all alone) when flfteen years olcl and was on the ocean about three wbeks.
.he weather was nlce and she had. a good. tlme. When Mrs. Fogderud. landed

ln Amerlca she took the traln to Mlnnesota. The tlcket from Norway eost
flfty-three d.ollans and. she had to work a l1tt1e ov6r a year to pay for
lt. She worked. onb wlnter to work for lt ln Mlnnesota at the wales of
f l f ty  cents a week.\

SIrs. Fogd.erud, stayed. ln &llnnesota three year6 then started fon North
Dakota ln a covered wagon d.rawn by a yoke of oxan. fhere were four ln
the party,  her father,  mother,  one sleterr  &od. hersel f .  They traveled.
a d.lstance of about two hund.red. mlles, and 1t took them about two weeks..
They had cattle wlth thern so most of the trlp was mad.e on foot. The
cattle were afrald- of tralns and. would. run away. Soroetlmes they had. to
hunt a half a d.ay befone they were found.. The trlp took them through
Fargo. They traveled. through maln street but Farg0 'va.s then Just a smaLl
town of about three or four bu1ld.1ngs. They reac[ed. North Dakota" 1n
August ,  1886.

fn the early ploneer days tri lr. Fogderud. f1led a quarter sectlon of
land 9.  W. *  of  Sebtton 22, townshlp i++, Range 59. 

"The 
f l rst  house was

a two-room frame house, 22xI2 feet .  Dazey was the nearest  town and the
tr lps for  provls lons were mad.e by oxen.

Thelr netghbors were Feter Mosslng, Martln i l losslng, Mlkel ivlonson,
Nels Austad.r  &Dd John Ll lJa.

The crops ralsed. were mostly wheatr f,Jler &rld. oats. The yleld. was
not very good. on account of d.raught, ha1l storms, and the flr ityyear the
clop froze. The fuel used. was wood. hauled. from the Sheyenne Rlver,
whlch of  course was free

Some of the hard,shlps the ploneer had. to go through were poor crops,
and.-  long stormy wlnters.  Sornet lmes bl lzzards last lng three or-  four days-
so bad. that some people got lost on thelr way to the-barn. Pralrle
flres were also a drea,d..

El1en Anna Mosslng was marrled to Andrew Fogderud.ln the Gund.erson
;chool house about one n1le south of l lalum on Aprll 8, 1g8g. Flve
chl ld.ren were born to th ls unlon: Mrs.  E.  0.  Wal l ln,  Steele,  N. Dak.,
{lfniil Alfred, Laura, Eva, Gunnerson, Conrad Fogerud. e.t Hannaford, N.
Dak.. lhe pnesent home of the ploneer ls where they fl led. thelr clalm.
No photographs of early d.ays bs kodaks and caneral were unheard. of here
then. There rrare no d.ocuments nor letters of the early ploneer d.ays
preserved.
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PIOT1EER tsrOSpSF'.Y
i f rs .  t l1en Anna FoqCerud

] ' , f r s .  E l1en  Anna  Fogderud ,  Pe te r  i : i oss ing ,  was  bo rn  March  28 ,  1e6B
in  Aasen ,  I l o rwa .y ,  w t ] i c f r - i s  nea r  T rondh jen .

i , { rs .  Fogderud le f t  horne beea.use her  fa ther  was in  Arner ica and
th_ough t  cond l t i ons  were  be t te r  t he re .  $he  l e f t  $o rna l , ,  ( nad .e  the  t r i r :
a l1  a lone )  when  f i f t €en  yss l ' s  o1d  and  was  on  the  ocean  abo r : t  t h ree
weeks.  The weather  wa s n ice and s i :e  had a gcod t i rne.  iThen L, l rs .  Fogderr :d
landed  in  Anner i ca  she  took  the  t ra in  to  l { i n ieso ta .  The  t i c r<e t  f rom
l lo rv ray  cos t  f l f t y  t h ree  do l l a . r s  and  she  had  to  wor l<  a  l i t t l e  ove r  a
yea r  to  r : ay  fo r  i t .  She  wor ' l <ed  cne  w in te r ' t o  work  fo r  i t  i n  ' i i nneso ta
a t  t h e  w e g e s  o f  f i f t y  c e n t s  a  w e e k .

r . t l r s .  Fogder r rd  s tayed  i n  l { i nne ,qo ta  th ree  yea :s  t t r en  s ta r tec i  f o r
l ior th  Dakota in  a covered Tragon Crawn b l r  a-  yoke of  oxen.  There lvere
f o u r  i n  _ t h e  p a r t y ,  h e r  f a t h e r ,  r n o t h e r ,  o n e  s l s t e r ,  a n d  h e r s e l f  .  f h e l ;
t r a v e l e d  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a b o ' ' . . 1 t  t ' t o . h r r n C r e d ' r i 1 e s ,  a n c i  i t  t o o k  t h e n  e b o u t
t w o  w e e k s '  T h e 1 , ' h a d  c a t t l e  v r i t h  t h e : r  s o  m o s t  o f  t h e  t r l p  w a s  n a d e  o n
foot  -  The ca. t t le  were af ra iC of  t ra ins ancl  would r t rn  away.  $o:net imes
t h e y  h a d  t o  h r i n t  a .  h a j - f  a  d a i ' b e f o r e  t h e : i  w e r e  f o u r d .  T h e  t r i p  t o o r r
then  th ro r )gh  Fe rso .  The : r  t rave led  t r : rouEh  na in  s t ree t  b r i t  Fa r lo  w lg
then , iust  a  srnal l  t6 'orn of  abrOrr t  three Or fOr . r r  br r i lc l j .nEs.  The. , ' * reached
I i ' lor th  Dakota in  A ' rgust  1896

In  the  eo r "1 "  i i ^ha^n  r i avs  l l l r .  Fog r le r r : c l  f i l ed  a  q r ra r te r  see t i on  o f
land s:  i .  

"+- ; i - i " " i io" ' - ia,  
Townghi-n L^i - , -R" i l ; "6e' .  uTn" 

f i rgt  hor:sel ; / - as  a  two - roo : l  f r ane  house ,  22  b : r  12  fee t .  De .ze1 '  v , l as  the  nea res t
tov ;n  a . rd  the  t r l os  f  o r  p rov i s ions  were  rnadg  f : r  oxen .

Thei r  ne lghbors v i lere Peter  r , , {oss i r ' . : ' ,  l , !ar t in  t . toss lng,  } , { i } le1 l , {onson,
l l e l s  A u s t a d ,  a n C  J o h n  L i 1 i a .

T h e  c r o p s  r a i s e d  w e r e = i i o s t l y  t . ' ' h e a t ,  r y e ,  a n c l  o a t s .  T h e  y i e l d  w a s
l -o t  ve ry  rooC Dn  e ,cco r rn t  o f  d ra r reh t ,  I a . i l  s to r r s ,  and  the  f  i r i t  yea r
t h e  c r o n  f r o z e .

The fue l  useC was wood ha ' : led f ron the Sheysnns River ,  wht-ch of
c o u r s e  w a s  f r e e .

sore of  th .e l l r r ish ips the p ioneer  had to  go thror . rgh i r , rere poor
c - rops  '  and  l o l i  -  s to rmy  w in te rs .  Sone t i ' r es  -b - r - i i za rcJ .e  1E  s t l ng  th ree  c r
{o . r l  C .ays  so  bad  tha t  sone  peop le  a to t  1os t  cn  the i r  way  to  f , r re  ba rn .
F r a . t r i e  f l r e s  w e r e  a l s o  a  C i e a r i .

E l1en Anna,  l r loss ing vras narr ier l .  to  AnCre FogCerr :d  1n i l :e  G,rnr lerson
Schoo l  house  abo r : t  one  rn i l e  so r r th  o f  : , ya lun r  on  A f r i l  g ,  l _b fs .  F l ve
c h i l c j , r e n  r - ? T e  b c r n  t o  t h i s  u n l o n :  r n r s .  E .  l .  - - l i t r i n ,  

s t e e l _ e ,  l i ,  D a 1 r . ,
A1fred. ,  Lar-13g,  Eva. ,  3r : -nnerson,  Conra.C Fogclerr rd e, t  uannaford,  l t .  la l . .
T h e  p r e s e n t  h o n e  o f  t h e  D l o n e + r  i s  i - r h e r e  t i : e ' ,  f i l e n  t h e i  r  c t a i  r .  l l o
pnotcgraphs of  ear l - r r  r la i rs  as kodal rs  anr  ca. lqeras were unhearr l  o f  here
then .  Tne re  were  ro  docunr ten ts  nc r  l e t t e rs  o f  t he  €a r1y  p toneer  d .avs
11 Yr A e o lrr o d
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F1*!i,gffi *I*$RApI{YrrlJi'r**tn xlti't'*rri*rnt 
:u*' to chffiM*-'

,ffire, Sll*n &nn* 
,fogfio: ( \

. , (Mfe.  Sl len i lnna f 'ogderud, Feter,S' toeslnglr  Ttra,s born Mar.  aS, tggg fn
Ansen, l , {or?ray,  whlch ie r ie6r Trondhjen,

.24,1{rg, . . f  ogderud Left  hoae beoauwe her- father war:  ln Airrer lca a.nd thought' 
cond.lt ions were bett#r khere, $be l-eft l{*r}r*.y {mn.de t}rc trtp a1L
aL*nei 'nhen f t f , teen ye*,rs old and was on the bet lan about thr i :e xr€ekp. ,'  
The rreether V*e nlce and ehe he, i  a 6ood t ! .ne,  When Mru. t togderud

, Le,n**d ln "{.mertcrl she took the tratrn to Mthnesotn. The ttctiet fr*m
is^arwBy eost f l f ty  thren dol" lera and-she hed t .o wor l r 's .  I t t t le ovsr 8,
yes"r  to pny for t t .  She vlorked one.wlnter to work f 'or  l t  ln Hlnr ie*

_eot& at  the wagbe of  f l ' f ty  cents f i .  $eek,
atr4rsr Fogr ierud eteyed in F{ lnr :eeota threp yesrB tben eterted f ,or  $Iorth

F*kot* i.n e conered' fre{on dre,wn by ti yoke of oxsn, fhere Ge?e f,our {n
the p 'artyn i ter  father,  mother,  one nleterr  Bfrd herseLf,  ?hey traveled:-a dlntance of about two hund.red miles, e,hg lt took thenr nbout two seekE.
l 'hey_hr:ri cattle srj.th them sb ruost crf the trlp,sab ma.de on foot. T,lrp

. ce.ttle Pere .s,frs.i* of trul.u,s and woul,cl run awd.y, $ounetl.nee they had
tc hunt a half q day before they $r$re found. The trlp took tfrefo throu$b
Fa.rgo. ?hey traveLed througb roaLn street but t 'argo wae ihen Just & :
araal3" town of about thYee or tcur bulLdtngn, th*y ree,ahed Hoitf l $skota

- ln  A [gus t ,  1886.- ' l ln the edr ly ; r loneer days,-Mr.  Fogderud f t l "ed a qua.r ter  eect lon of  land
S.W.* of  Sect lon ?3, Townuhtp 144, Rsn&is 59" f ,he f l rst" .hou,so was &
two-room fra'ne hou*e, i lSxl8 f 'estr' S*.ney we,s.tbe nearest tCIsn and the

Jr ipe . I ' : r  provinion8 $erg l8frde by 0f i "$r i ,  r  '
nThelr  n€ir : ' i rLrors were Peter Lioe e1ir , , - i ,  i iar tJ,n 16oeslng, IJ ikeI  r . lonson, f fe lc
+usted, and John Li) .Ja.

. 'T j te crope raised vlere moet ly wh.ea.tr  x lsr  f i r rd.  oate,  ' Ihe y le ld was not
very g;ood ,on account cf f,reuf,bt, hn.l l. storner' slrd tht,-f iretJrear the
crop  f rose

, The fuel  ueeC ues wood hauled from the $heyenne Rivtr ,  wtr lc l r  of  courg€
lrs g f  ree.

Sotne of  the i r* . rdsht i ie the ploneef ho.d to i {o through ssre.poor srope,
e.nel .  long; etorny wlnters.  Soaret t rues bl lsaardo last ing;  three or four.
r lnye nc bad thi* t  ' io i le people got l "ont  on thelr  vray tS th$'bern.

*Faa l r ie  f l res  r le re  e leo  a  c l reso
" l l l lerr  Snne i {oesing was f le.rr leC to Andre$ FogderuC tn the &under*on

estrosl h*uee about one ;nl j"e *outh of ffaluuo on Aprtl 8, 1888; Flvs
cir i l "C.ren Brsre Sorn to th ls unlsn:  l , f r r .  A,  * ,  Tf t lLtai  gteeter 1,r , .  DaF.,
Alfred, tauge, frve,, #unnersorrr Conrad tiogrtertrd at't lannaforei, lf. bak.'
fhe pre** ixt  home o{ '  t i re plerreer in qhere they f t l "ed" t } re l r 'c laLm,
llo ph$togra".ph* of eerly days eu koCrr.kn s.nd cnrrieras wer€ unheard of
her* then. t i rere wefe no eiccumsnt,e nor let tnre of  the eirr" l "y t r ]1one6r
days pregerve*.
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