Biography of Torkel T. Fuglistad
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J%he parents of the ploneer were Torkel C. Fuglistad and Inga

Fuglistad. The ploneer is Torkel T, Fuglistad. He was born in Bjerkrem,
Stavanger, Norway on March 13, 18858,

Mr, Fuglistad left home because he wanted to become rich quick.

4 came to North Dakota because there was a man by the name of Paul Hjelm
Adanson who had just been traveling along the Red River Valley before it
was settled, and he wrote in the Norwegian papers telling of the rich
soil and tne great opoortunities of that new terrltory Another reason
why he came to North Dakots was because his brother-in-law, Andrew
Aarestad had come to North Dakota a year before,.

Mr. and Mrs. Fuglistad left Norway the last part of June, 1883,
They took a small boat to Germany where they went aboard an ocean liner.
After about three weeke on the ocean they reached New York City. Here
all the immigrante were shoved into a rcom where there were benches all
along the wall., Mr. Fuglistad had bought a loaf of barley bread which
they were sitting eating. They put the barley bread between them.
Torkel was asbout to take a slice of bread, but lo'--the bread was gone,
Yes, it had been stolen rignt under their noses. A while later Mrs. ,
Fuglistad was sitting knitting with a big ball of woolen yarn at her side.
All of a sudden she noticed that the yarn was gone., That had been stolen
also, These were the first experiences they had in the wonderful land
of America.

They next took a2 train to Buffalo where they took a steamer on the
Great Lakes to Duluth, They were shown to a baggage room in which they
were to stay during their trips It was very uncomfortable, for most of
the nights while they were sleeping, they were awakened and had to move
their beds to another corner becauce their ship had come into port and
they had to load or unload some baggage.

When they resched Cleveland on Lake Superior, there was a lady on
board who was very sick, Mr, Fuglistad called for a doctor and a doctor
came instantly and led the sick woman into town., 8he left her baby who
wae about one year old on board without any one to car for him, No one
seemed to pay ahy attention to him, so Mrs., Fuglistad took the child,
8he bathed and fed him, They thought they would have to take the child
‘with them to North Dakota, but lucklily the father of the child hapvened
to be in a town where the ship anchored. The father came aboard and

\,Jlaimed his child, :

V

» 1t took five daye to reach Duluth and from there they took the
train to Valley City where their brother-in-law had come to meet them,
They again took the train that ceme as far as two miles northeast of
Hannaford, They came to uooperqtown August 13, 1883,

Oon the sixteenth of August when he went to Cooperstown to file his
homestesd, he had to have a ten year old girl who could talk bothuthe
Norwegian and American languages fairly well to interpret for him, He
could neither talk nor understand the American language. When they ssked

#lr. Fuglistad what section hig land was in, he didn't know, He asked






Torkel T, TFuglestad.
By O0.D.Purinton, Clerk and Historian of Old Settlers' Association.

Torkel T.Fuglestad, son of Torkel and Inger Fuglestad,was born in Norway
in 1856 whers he lived until 1883. He was married to Miss Abigal A.Ostlend
in 1880, and three years later , came with his young wife to the United
States and dirsctly to Griggs County. After three days he filed a
homestead on SW1l0-145-59., where he still lives. The hormestead is now
registered under the name FUGLESTAD.

Mr.Fuglestad had four daughters and four sons.

He has been a membsr of *he Trustess of Lutheran Ladies Seminary
at Fargo ,A member of the board of dirsctors of the Norwegian language
nswspaper FRAM, and a member of the board of dirsctors of the Total
AbstinanceAssociation,

Mr Fuglestad had unpleasant expsriances with prairie fires and
blizzards. He was lost in midwinser of his first winter, on the prairie.
He struck a shanty whers the only thing was a hat on the wall. He broke
up four boards of the floor, and got a fire with the last matches.
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\\ /B¥ogrsphy of Torkel Fuglestad

“‘ e parents of the pioneer were Torkel Fuglestad and Inga Fuglestad.
His name 1s Torkel Fuglestad. He was born in Bjerkren, Stavanger,

Norway, March 13, 1856.

Mr. Fuglestad left home because he wanted to become rich quickly.
He came to North Dskota because there was & man by the name of Paul
HAJjelm Hanson who had Just been traveling slong the Red River Vellgy
sefore 1t wes settled and he wrote in the Norwegian papers telling of
the rich soll snd the great opportunities of that new territory. An-
other reason why he came to North Dskota was because his brother-in-
law, Andrew Asrestad, had come to North Dskote = year before.

Mr. and lirs. Fuglestad left Norway the last psrt of June 1883. They
took 2 smell boat to Germany where they went aboard sn ocean liner.
After about three weeks on the ocesn they reached New York City.

Here 21l the immigrants were shoved into a room where there were
benches 21l along the wall. uir. Fuglested had bought a loaf of bar-
ley bread which they were sitting esting. They put the barley bread
between them. Torkel was sbout to taske a slice of breasd but 10—--
the bread was gone. Yes, it had been stolen right under their noses.
A while later lirs. Fuglestad was sitting knitting with s big ball of
woolen yarn at her side and 211 of a sudden she noticed that the yarn
wes gone. Thet had been stolen also. These were the first experi-
ences they had in the wonderful land of Americse. They next took a
train to Buffslo where they took s stesmer on the Greest Leskes to Du-
luth. They were shown to a baggage room in which they should stay
during their trip. It was very uncomfortsble for most of the night
while they were sleeping they were awskened and had to move their
beds to another corner because their ship had come into port and they
had to load or unload some baggage. When they reached Cleveland on
Lake Superior there was =z lady on board who was very sick. Mr. Fugle-
stad celled for a doctor and a doctor ceme instently and led the
sick women into town. She left her bsby who wes about one year old
on board without anyone to cere for him. No one seemed to pay any
attention to him so lirs. Fuglestad took the child. She bethed and
fed her. They thought they would have to take the child with them to
North Dekota but luckily the father of the child heppened to be in a
town where the ship anchored. The father came sbosrd and claimed his
child. It took five days to reach Duluth and from there they took the
train to Valley City where thelr brother-in-lsw hed come to meet them.
They again took the trasin that came as far as two miles northesst of
Hannaford. They came to Cooperstown August 13th, 1883.

: On the sixteenth day of August when he went to Cooperstown to file
his homestead he hed to have a ten year old girl who could talk both
Norwegian and American langusge fairly well to interpret for him. He
could neither talk nor understand the American language. When they
asked Mr. Fuglestad what section his land weas in he didn't know. He
asked the little girl. She knew the section their land was in as she
lived in the ssme section. His homestesd is in Renge 59, and Town-
ship 145. His first house was a sod house. When they went to town

for provisions they had to use oxen and s rough wagon.

His near neighbors were Elling Froiland, Jens Bul, and Andrew



Blography of Torkel Fuglestad

Aerestad. The early farm machinery consisted of & walking plow, harrow,
and some sort of g hand seeder. His teams were oxen. His first crops
were only wheat &nd yielded=from 57'to 40 bushels an acre. They used
only wood for fuel. He had to work for his fuel.

In October 1885 Mr. Fuglestad was working with the Swen Olgaard
~~kreshing mechine seven miles awazy. For three days it had been blowing
_.«0m the west and the air wss filled with smoke. The third dey the wind
increesed so Mr. Fuglestsd decided to go home for he believed that a
prairie fire was coming. ©y the time he had reached home he could see
the flemes. He hurried to one of the neighbors to borrow a plow for

he wlshed to save his wheet stacks by plowing around them. Before he
had time to start plowing the fire was there so he ran in the house

for protection. His house was built of sod so it didn't burn. In

this way he lost that years crop.

In 1888, August 12th, they received warning from St. Paul that they
must try to save their crops from the frost that was coming from the
northwest. It came the 16th of August. They were up 211 night and
put fire to all old strew and hay. It was of no use for the frost was

s0 heavy that it destroyed =211 the crops in North Dskota and part of
linnesota.

In 1883 while they were staying with their brother-in-lsw, Andérew
Aarestad, a couple days before Christmas he and his brother-in-law
went to Cooperstonw to buy provisions for Christmas. They started out
walking but lucklly they caught a ride with their neighbor, Elling
Frollend, who hed the biggest pair of oxen that Torkel had ever seen.
When they started for home it started snowing so Elling Froiland in#
vited them into his home for supper. After supper they started for
home agaln but it was snowing so hard that they lost their wey. After
several hours walking they csme upon an old shasck which was so warped
that the wind blew right through it. They went in and broke the floor
up for a bon-fire which they say was the only thing that saved their
lives. In the morning the snowstorm had ceased so they started home
and when they resched home they found that their wives had also spent

a sleepless night thinking that theilr husbands had been frozen to
desath.

Torkel Fuglestad was married to Miss Abigal Osland in Bjerkrem,
Stevenger, Norway, June 21, 1880. They had nine children; who are:
Stephen, Inga, Gudrun, Liss, Bjorn, Thorvald, Ralph, Edwin, and Thelma.
Torkel Fuglested still lives on his homestead nesr Cooperstown.
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Pioneer Biography
Torkel Fuglestad

The parents of the pioneer were Torkel Fuglestad and Inga
Fuglestad. The pioneer is Torkel Fuglestad. He was born in Bjerkrem,
Stavanger, Norway, March 13, 1856.

Mr. Fuglestad left home becsuse he wanted to become rich quick.

He came to North Dakota because there was a man by the name of Paul
Hjelm Hanson who had just been traveling along the Red River Valley
before it was settled and he wrote in the Norwegian papers telling of
the rich soil and the great opportunities of that new territory. An-
other reason why he came to North Dakota was because his brother-in-
law, Andrew Aarestad, had come to North Dakota a year before.

Mr. and Mrs. Fuglestad left Norway the last part of June 1883.
They took a small boat to Germany where they went aboard an ocean liner.
After about three weeks on the ocean they reached ¥Yew York City. Here
all the immicrants were shoved into a2 room where there were benches
all alonz the wall. ¥r. Fuglestad had bought & loaf of barley bread
which they were sitting eatxnc They put the barleyv bread between
them. Torkel was about %o t2%e a slice of bread but lo--the bread was
gone. Yes, it had been stolen right under their noses. A while later
Mre. Fuglestad was sitting knitting with a big ball of woolen yarn at
her side and all of a sudden she noticed that the yarn was gone. That
had been stolen also. These were the first experiences thev had in the
wonderful land of America. They next took a train to Buffalo where
they took a steamer on the great lakes to Duluth. They were shown to
a baggage room in which they should stay during their trip. Tt was
very uncomfortable for most of the night while they were sleeping they
were awakened ani had to move their beds to another corner because
their ship had come into port and they had to load or unload some
baggage. When they reached Cleveland on Lake Superior there was a
lady on board who was very sick. Yr. Fuglestad hollered for a doctor
and a doctor came instantly and led the gic™ woman into town. She
left her baby who was about one year old on board without anyone to care
for him. ©No one seemed to pay any attention to him so Mrs. Fuglestad
took the child. She bathed and fed her. They thought they would have
to take the child with them to North Dakota but 1u0311v the father of
the child happened to be in a town where the ship anchored. The father
came aboard and claimed his child. Tt took five days to reach Diluth
and from there they took the train to Valley Oity where their brother-
in-law had come to meet them. They again took the train that came as
far as two miles northeast of Hannaford. They came to Cooperstown
August 13, 188B. 3

On the sixteenth day of August when he went to Cooperstown to file
his homestead he had to have a ten vear old girl who could tal% both
Norwegian and American language fairly well to interpret for him. He
could neither talk nor understand the American lanvuaNP When they
asked Mr. Fuglestad what section hise land was in he didn't know. He
asked the little girl. She ¥new the section their land wee in as she
lived in the same section. Yis homestead is in Rance 59, and Township -
145. WHig first house was a sod house. When thev went to town for
provigions they had to use oxen and a rough wagon.

His near neighbors were Flling Froiland, Jens Bul, and Andrew
Aarestad. The early farm machinery conQ1qteﬂ of a walking plow, harrav,
and some sort of a hand seeder. His teams were oxen. His first CTOPS
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Torkel Fuglestad (continued)

were only wheat and yielded from 5 to 40 bushels an ascre. Thev nused
only wood for fuel. We had to work for his fuel.

In October 1885 'fr. Fuglestad was working with the Swen Olgaard
threshing machine seven miles away. For three davs it had been
blowing from the west and the air was filled with smoke. The third
day the wind increased so Mr. Fuglestad decided to go home for he be-
lieved that a prairie fire was coming. By the time he had reached home
he could see the flames. FHe hurried to one of the neighbors to borrow
a plow for he wished to save his wheat stacks by plowing around them.
Before he had time to start plowing the fire was there so he ran in
the house for protection. Wis house was built of sod so it didn'%
burn. Tn this wav he lost that vear's crop.

In 1828, August 12, they received warning from St. Paul that thev
must try to save their crops from the frost that was coming from the
northwest. It came the 18 of August. They were up all night and put
fire to all old straw and hay. Tt was of no use for the frost was so
heavy that it destroyed all the crops in North Dakota and part of
Minnesota. .

In 1883 while they were staving with their brother-in-law, Andrew
Aarestad, a couple days before Christmas he and his brother-in-law
went to Cooperstown to buy provisions for Christmas. They started out
walking but luckily they caught a ride with their neighbor, Elling
.Froiland, who had the biggest pair of oxen that Torkel had ever seen.
When they started for home it started snowing so Elling Froiland in-
vited them into his home for supper. After supper thevy started for
home again but it was snowing so hard that thev lost their way. After
several hours walking they came upon an old shack which was so Warped®
that the wind blew right through it. They went in and broke the floor
up for a bon-fire which they say was the only thing that saved their
lives. In the morning the snowstorm had ceased so they started home
and when they reached home they found that their wives had also spent
a2 sleepless night thinking that their husbands had been frozen to
death.

Torkel Fuglestad was married to ¥iss Abigal Osland in Bjerkrem,
Stavanger, Norway, June 21, 1880. They had nine children, who are:
Stephen, Inga, Gudrun, Lisa, Rjorn, Thorvald, Ralph, Edwin, and

Thelma. Torkel Fuglestad still lives on his homestead near Codbperstown.
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__for provisions they had to use oxen and a rough wagon. i
47/—za nesr neighbors were Elling. ?rail&n&, Jens Pul, and Andrew Aarn:taﬁ;

Pi@ﬁﬁxﬁ BIOGRAPHY b e
b iy Torksl, ﬁh@l&staau : cadr L Weaeleny

‘/ﬂgha §ar¢n§$ nf th& pinnaar were Torksl ?ug&attaa &ad Inga #ﬁglestad.

The pioneer is Torkel ?ugleetad‘ He was born in Bjerkrem, Stevanger,.
lorway, Mareh 13, 1858, £
(¥r, Fuglestad 1a£t home begsuse he %&nteﬂ to becaae rieh quiﬂk. He
_came tO North Dakote begsuse there was & man by the name of Paul
ﬁi,;% Heaneon who had just been traveling slong the Red River Valley
e it wae,settled and he wrote in the Worweglsn papers telling of
the rieh goil and the great opp vortunities of that new territory. . An-
other reason why he teme to Forth Dakots wze because his brother-in-
W, Andrew. Aarestad, had come to North Dakota a year before. .
Thir. and ¥rs, Tuglestad left Worwey the lset part of June 1883. ‘They
took a small boat to: Germeny where they went abosrd sn ocesn liner, -
After about three weeke on the ogean they resched New York City.
- Here all the lmsigrants were ahaved into s room where there were
bencheg all along the wall, ¥r. Fuglestsd haéd bought & loaf of bar- -
ley bread which they were sitting eating. They put the barle { br@ad
‘between thew., Torkel was about to tske a slice of bresd but
‘the breésd was gnne. Yes, it hed been stolen right under their nosee.
A while later irs. Fugleatad wee sitting knittilug with & big ball of
woolen ysrn &t her side and all of & sudden she noticed that the yarn
wes gone. That had been stolen slso. These were the firet experi-
ences -they had in the wonderful land of Aserica.) They_next took &
train to Buffelo where they took a steamer on the (reat Lakes 1o Du~
luth, They were shown to 2 baggege room in which they should atay
during their trip. It wzs very uncomfortable for most of the nignt
while they were sleeping they were swakened and hsd to move their -
‘beds to snother gorner because their ship.hsd come into port snd they
had to load or unload some baggage. When they reached Cleveland on
Leke Buperior there wes 2 lady on board who wasz very sick. Nr. Fugle-

=

~etad hollered for a doctor end a dootor cawme. instently and led the i

gick woman iato town. She left her baby who was about one yesr old
on board without anyone to cark for him. o one seemed to Day any
attention to him so lrs. FPuglestad fook the child, She bathed and -
fed her, They thought they would have to take the ohild with them to
North Dakots but luckily the father of the child happened to be in &
town where the ship anchored. The father czme abosrd and olsimed hie-
- ¢hild. It took five days to 'reach Duluth and from there they took the
. train to Velley City where their brother-in-law hed come to.meet them.
They agalin todk the train that came’as far as two miles northeast of
Hannaford., 'They came %0 Cooperstown August 13th, 1883,

| On the sixtesnth dey of August when he went to Oooperstown to file hia '

homestead he had to have a ten year old girl who could %alk both Fore -
wegian end American language fairly well to interpret for him, He
- pould neither talk nor understend the Asmerican lesngusge. When they

asked Mr..Fuglestad what esction his lsnd ‘wae in he didn't know, He —

asked the little girl., She kriew the section thelr land was in apg she
. 3ived in the same section., Hls homestésd is in Range 68, and Town-
" ghip 145. fHis first house was s sod house. When they went to tawn

The early farm mschinery coneisted of z walking plow, harrow, snd some

sort of a hand eseder. His tesnug were Oxen., Hig first crops were only

" wheet and yielded from 5 to 40 busiels an agre. ?hay uﬂ&ﬁ anly wood

,ﬁrfﬁr fuel.  He had to work for his fuel, BT
In Geeobar 1885 Hr. ?uglessa& wa s warking with the &w@n s&gaagﬁ thr&ehm o
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. ing machine geven miles sway, For fhree daye it hed been blowing from -
the weat and the air wae filled with smoke. The third day the wind -
~dnoressed so ¥r. Fuglestad decided to go home for he believed that a .g
prairie fire wes coming., 'By the tlae he had resched howe he could gee =
~ the flames, He hurried to one of the neighbors o borrow a plow for =
_4¢ ~he wished to save his wheat stacki by plowing around them, DBefore he -
'/ had time to start plowing the fire was theve 80 he ren in the house =
. for protection. His houee was built of sod so it didn't burn. In £
- thls way he lost that yesrs crop. ' ~ o S A R :
| In 1888, Auguet 12th, they received werning from 8%, Peul that they -
must try to save thelr crope from the frost that was coming frow the :
northwest. It came the 16t%h of August.  They were up all night and s
put fire ¢o &ll old etraw and hey, I% wag of no use for the frost was
80 heavy that i1 destroyed all thé orops in Worth Dakots and part of
AAlinnesota. g ‘ SRS . ST : -
. <6 In 1883 while they were #taying wilth their brother~in-law, Andrew
| .. rerestad, o couple days before Christmog hé and his brother-in-law
 -went to Cooperstown to buy provisions for Ohristamss. They started out
| welking but luckily they caught a ride with their neighbor, Tlling
. Froiland, who had the biggeat pelr of oxen thdt Torkel had ever seen,
When they started for home 1t started snowing so Clling Froiland ife
vited them into hie home for gupper. After supper they started for '
3 homevngain but it wee snowing so hard thut they lost their way. After
% . -several hourg walking they come upon an old shack which wae so warped %
: that tbe wind blew right through i, They went in and broke the floor =
; 3 up for o bon-fire which they say wae the only thinz that saved their
lives. In the morning the snowstorm had geased so they started home
~‘and when they reached hdme they found that their wives had slso spent
P sleepless night thinking thet their husbands had been frosen te = o S|
: : : : |
pe ‘
|

orkel Fuglestad wae married to Yise Abigsl Osland in Bierkrem, Sbev- °
- anger, Norway, June 31, 1880. They hed nine c¢hildren, who are: Gte-

| .phen, Ingsa, Oudrun, Lises, Bjorn, Thorveld; Ralph, Bdwin, and Thelaa.
-~ Torkel Fuglestad still lives on his homestend near Cooperstowns ‘
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MEMORIES FROM LIFE!'S SCHOOL 2
of T.T's Fuglestad, living in Bald Hill Township, Griggs Co.

o
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=e ekg W
I was born March 18, 1856, inQBjerkrean, ogn, Fjeldbywesd, a
mountain townkgggthe west coast of Norway. Fuglestad was a Middleston

farm, consis{ing of thirteen or fourteen milklcows, two horses, and
sixty to seventy sheecpe. At the age of 18, I went to Kristiansand and
= attended the military school. This was a state school and every thing
was free. The only thing we had to worry about was underclothes for
ourselves, We got three meals a day and if we wanted a lunch we had to
pay for it. We received a few pennies eaqh week to buy writing material.
This was a very good school and we had to work hard to keep up.

As far as I can rememher there were ten or twelve different classes
and about half of them was about military instructions If we wanted
examinations, we took the subjects the teachers %told us to take; here,
in Amsrica, the thoughtless young people decide for themsélves what %o
takes The school hours were from 8 to 12, 12 to 1= exercises; 4 to 5

;)

gymnasium classes. The rooms were in the rear of a large exercise hall

where the gym apparatus was. There were about 100 pupils from the age-
of 18 to 23. When we were let out for recess, i1t was like letting out &

i

flock of calves; some started to dance, others walked upt dnd down the

isle studylng their lessons; but most of them went to the gymnastum.
The apparatus consisted of ropes, poles, bombs, wood herses, etc. The horse
was Bbout five feet high, and they used a leather pillow seat to
represent & saddle. To teat the strengbh of the pupils! miscled, the
gij}pupils were taught to jump on the horse by running from a distance;

and take the horse by the mane and jump over i1ts At times the larger

boys could not get on the horse this wa:ry. llany of the smallep boys

could turn sommersault on the horse, and jump over the horse withgE.man
; 2 B

sitting in the saddle.
The state had to see that we werg brought up in Christian training

so we didn't bturn out to be "heathen™. Every morning we had a devotional




hour on command. Bach pupil was supposed to be ready to send up a prayer

% cé&lea upon. We eachihad a little song book named the Leader; after

the singing, the. oldest under officer gave the Lord's Prayer with his

hand to his head, while we pald strict attention. This was our morning

devotion. Here 1s an ekample of one of our devotional hours; There was

lieutenant by the name of Borgen who directed; one mbrning we all sang
.;; verse of Today 1s the Day of Gracé; the next werse was what the morning

day would have in store fof Borgens. Then a voice sang out above the rest,

"hat the nprning day has in store for Lieutenant Borgen." The sober

way in whieh he sang 1t, filled the others with laughter. When the
devotional hour was over, the director commanded all those that

1augﬁbd during the prayer hour, %o march forward, but no one moved.

Every Sunday each troop had to march to the echureh under the

command of an under officer; thls was the law. We each had a chair at

the end of the room. When the devotional hour was over, we were again

commanded to march. The preacher was the song composer, Profe. Dick.

None of the soldiers had any conversation with the officers outside of

the devotional hours, but we had ideas of thelr character and behaVior.

There was one officer with his sober and talkative ways, whom we had vefy

muich respect for. He came in the wateh room one day when we were playing

cards and said, "You mustn't play for money, boys." There was something

in that tone of advice that worked on us like a sermon. That was

Premier Lieutenant, Vaaler. His personality was brought out also in the
‘attitude he showed to those under him. Between each watch periodlwe
&é%ulﬁ sleep awhile, not undressing. One of the higher officers had his
'office in a corner. With this opportunity we all laid in the watch room
and slept. One of the boys was Tom Durens, who had chewed tobacco since
he was elght years old, and had naturally stunted his growth. He laid

on his back on a wooden bench. While we were all sleeping, one of the
boys went as quiet as a mouse and tookjtwo strape with buckles on and sy

strapped Tom to the bench and went back %o bed. All of a2 sudden there was



/

a ery from the watchman outside, "Up with your guns; the officer has

i

come to visit the watechman." &11 those sleeping sprang to their feet,

grabbed their guns and went for the @oor to be ready in line. "Where's

"Tom Burane?" the officer asked. Sensing suspicion, they went into the
2 ’ 3

room, and there on the floor lay Tom Burene with the bench strapped
to his back. "They've tied m#," we heard him holler inside. Tom was
let loose and took his place in front line with the drum in-front-of
hime

Ve were all afraid we were golng to be gquestioned but not one
cross word came from the lieutenants That's the kind of an officer
that wins vietory in battle. If this incldent had been reported to
the hesd general, Vergeland, there would have been quite a fuss; this
mischief maker came In one morning to the head watehman, with full
intentions to squeal on the second watchman because he came two minutes

too late to his post. This "erank" had watched out the window two

=

otelock in the morning waiting fo

=)

* the second watechman's return. He
soon found out his own watch was wrong. At another time he had about
pestered the 1life out of Bataljoven at Spring Morser. During the
examinations, a mob got around him with bayonets etc. and he had teo
pray for mercy. He later became distharged, He surely was not like his
brother, Henrie, whose status stands in Island Park, Fargo. I was in
Fargo when the monument was erected. A Jewiéh rabbl gave the 1eéture
and Henrie Vergelond was the man that opened the dobr to Norway for
the JYews.

Premier Lieutenant Vaaler was married to Prof. Dick's daughter.: It
was this well known Nrs. Dick Vaaler that wés in America a few years ag0s,
trying to locate some Norwegians that had come to America previously;
she had been in Cooperstown.

The summer of 1876 I attended a large field maneuver in Smaalene,
towards the Swedish border when l0,0bO were gathered'to fights. I was
under the military training then. They were lacking under officers so
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they took the students from the upper grades. We landed in the town of
Mose znd stayed that nights The next day we marched continually with
full equipment from seven in the morning til‘nine at night. Many gave
up from exhaustion; they were picked up by Trossed who came after uss
Some “that wanted to stop and drink during the march were chased back

in line with drawed sables (swords). When we reached -our destination

“ and put up our tents, our company was ordered out on field watche This

was very trying, but it was wartime. We were allowed to eat after
ten O'clock. This lasted a weck. We got whiskey from King Osear who
was with, and anothef time, clgars.

One night the King was with us at our camp ball; we picked out
two husky men from Seterdal. They were to dance a "halling" while one
played the fiddle. The King six feet high, stood with his cap on the
sword. The two men swung past us a couple of times, one 1ifting the
.cap offs The third time he landed with his hands on hils comrade's
shoulder with feet up in the alir kicking the cap far away and i1t landed
on his hands. Yes, that was in those dayp.-

The recder will plesse excuse me for dwelling so long on the

D

Y

thoughts on military life but I am wurely cured from the millitary 1life

nows Three of iy boys were drafted in 1917 where one had to go th

Germany, but with God!s help came back unharmed.

TO AMERICA.

This year 1937 i1s fifty-fours years since my wifé, Abigai, and I
’backed our clothes and set sail for America. In all these years it Has
hot been with my ggod will that I am here, but if was God's will, and
so it was for my best. There is a feeling of satisfdecdtion and peace to

know that you are led by God'!s Almighty hand.
;

There was an epmonomic crisis in Stavanger in the beginning of the

80's. I wouldn't overtake my father's farm as he wanbed me to, so we

sl [
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- moved to town,agd tried-to get some kind of office work but wherever
I came it seemed tbéy were more than filled up. At last I got work at
a foundry end ship yard were steamships were being built., Tﬁen one day
they laid off one hundred men and I was among the unldcky. After that

1t seemed as though all ways for work were closed. The only way was to-

set my course westwerd, across the ossean,
-~
N

I had often talked to Halvor Nordaas who was the manager of the

fire department, and city gardner in’ Stavanger; if I could get a'job as
city gardner; just as I was ready to go tobﬂmerica, I got word I could
have the job. If I had known it soorer, I would not be h@re now. Planting
of trees and flowers has always been my dearest work. So goodbye, Norway;
and I left fob the strange country to the Dakota prairiess.

About this journey much could be related but I will mention just a
few inelidents. After fourteen days on the stearship from Rotterdam,

-

Holland, -we arrived in New York. We hadn't been ashore two hours when

051

I got the biggest surprise I ever had since I set my feet oh American

gsoll. The Immigrants were gathered in a large six cornered rooni, where
benches were fasteded to the wall, Most of them étood in groups around
the rooms After living two weeks on spbiled vegetables and half~fried
biscults, we were near Btarved. I had bought a loaf of rye bfead, and

had a little butter left from Norway. We sét on the bench with our

backs to the wall and ate. The bread lay on fhe bench between us. I was
going fo cut,mjseif another slice when to my surprise the bread was gones

v

, We Jumped up and looked around PBut the bread was stolen to say, right
j;LEut of our hands. Of course, the thief was in one of the other groups
looking at us. My wife has always been a hard worker, and soon took
her knitting and needles; and started to knit. She laid the large ball
of wook yarn by her side on the bench. All of a sudden the end of the
thread was in her hands. The ball of yarn had been stollen slso. I soon

<

1 o . "i:"’
came to the concluslion that the thief was a careless woman who contimued
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Walking back and forth cohversing in Norweglan to' the people. She aat

and talked teo my wife and later follewdd us to the restaurant to purchase
some coffees This was a warning of what I could_expect in the new land.

Our route went through the Great Lakes from Buffslo to Duluth and

took about a week. We travelled as freight goods; we had our own bedding

with, and at night we made our bed under deck among pilles of freight

“food. On the other side of the deck were fourteen milk cows in rows.: We

‘were a flock of Finlanders, threc Norwegland and one Swede. Several
“times we had to move our.bedding when the goods was to be taken or
assessed; so as not to be in the way, the 8wede had made his bed .on top
of a pile of goods.“Im the middle of the night, he was awakened by the
ery-of "lMove your bed; we have a daughter<® We had noticed that ons of
the ladies from Finland was rather peculiar ang stayed by herself niost
of the times She had with her a daughter, two years old. One day on
nearing a large city, she took sick and laid down on some sawdust by
~the cows, The other Finlanders didn't seem to give any ald but stood
and stared at her. When the boat reached the shore, I waved and cried
out to the people, "Doctor3" that helped, Soon after, a doctor arrived
with one ef the men and led her to shore. This was a confinement cases

Lhe ship started off with the two year old girl and the mother's

-

baggage. We were waiting and expecting thet some of the Finlanders would
take care of her; but no one took notice of her. 8o my w#lfe, Ablgal, took
her and tried to take the mother's place as we didn't know wherg the

bmgther’s destination was to be. There was nothing for us t® do but to

N\

Ytake her with us to Dekota until further lnquiry be mades She was with

us just a few days; when the ship stopped, two youne women came aboard;
J e 84, &

one was a Norwegian and an Interpreter. She explained that the giplts

. father lived at this city and came to take the child. They asked what

we wanted for the care of the child. Of course we didn't take anythings
fle have miy times thought 1t would be fun to sees .the littke passenqef

again, and to t&ll her she was on the way to be a Norwegiarn Dakota dame.
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I imagine- that she mist be married now as Bhe is 56 years old.

After a month's tiresome journey, we reached Valley City, Dakota
territory. There I met my brother;in~13w,’ﬁ. Aearestad. The next day
we folloWed ‘the train as far as the rails were bullt, two miles north
of the present Harnaford. You will note Mrs. Asrestad and her two
_%essmall ehlldren were in our compény & Dakota as Mr. Aarestad had come

the previous Tear.

We unloaded oux provisions on the prairie near the hefland farm
where some men wereikbﬁking on the rails. One of them, Mathius Johnson,
had oxen with, and drove us two miles to Aarestad's homestead. At last
we came to our destination where our fubure home was to be.

I hadn't been on the Dakota prairies very long, before I FTelt the
urge to hunte I had taken with me from Norway a smull gun and not far
ffom Jens Bullfs place, there was a pond where ducks were floating
around. ‘here was high grass around, and all of a sudden I saw a prétty
animal with a bushy tail and white stripes on 1ts back. I ran after it,
but very soon had to retrace my éteps. The air was full of'a chocking
smdlle It follwed along with me. I had barely stepped insiide the door
when I heard the cry “Oﬁt! out ™ They threw some clothes out to me and
ordered me to bury the clothes I had on. This was & new adventure for
mee In my childhood days I had read in Nature's History of the
"stenkdynet™ (skunk) on the American prairies. It now became more clsar
to me having experienced 1t. What did we think of America? Oh,gﬁgﬁ

flthought it quite interesting and romantlie, and felt at home. &nd my wife?
rﬁ%és, it was Jjust one time she lost her cOurage in a1l these years'follow—
ing my hunting experience. I cam and there she stood, looking very
ddwneast. She pointed to the sbd house and sdaid, "Look what people have
to live in. Ifrwe had money I'd zo back home right away." And she

meant 1t. She came from a rich home in Norway, where there was luxury,

not making this very invifting; but then we visited some neighbors down by



the Sheyenne river, and there she met some acquaintances from her
neighborhood in Norway. These neighbors had been here about tﬁo years
and had things qiite comfortable. Her courage returned, and from then on
has been gquite satisfied.

I took my homestead threc days aftér I came to Dakota. Elling Johnson-
(Froiland) and Jens BPull had filed on the samé sectlon earlier in the
?éummtr..Tbey £01d me the S.W. quarter of the section(where a shanty was)
had not been filed on, and told me I could go to Coopcrstown and get
papers on ite. I had Jens Bull's ten year old daughter to go with me to
Cooperstown and be my interpreter. They asked me what section it was; bub
I didn't know 1t. ‘hen this little girl (now Mrs. Omund Ashland) said,

i3

"It 's section ten we live on."™ The men soon found out the rest, Section 10,

township 145, range 59.

"

MY FIRST HOUSE.

Well, this 1s like an adventure and hére is my history. My three
brothers had come to America two years previous., I had receiyed a letter
from my oldest brother that If I ceme to America T should bring some
"merskums" smoking pipes because they were so expensive in America. I
then bought the finest pipe I could find in Stavanger, with a long stem
and pearl band, for speculation.

I now had to bulld. a house on my homésteéd. Elling Johnson urged me
to go to Cooperstown and buy a shanty which stood on his land belonging
to Yelson who had left. Mr. Nelson worked at the store in Cooperstown.

Mnce I didn't have any money, I took the only thing I had of any valuey, s«

which was my pipe and fled to town. I met Mr. Nelson and asked him how
¥ 4

much he wanted for the houses He told me §$25. I then told him I had no
money, but a tobaecco pipe that was workh that amount. We made the deal;
I got the house and an "Moverall™ and he got the pipe. I wonder if this

historical pipeis in existences We were sboth well satisified with the deal



ir, Johnson had two oxen and I had my shanty moved to my quarter on

section 10, Later on 1n the fall came the old bacbelor that had squatted
n-the guarter I filed on and sold the shanty to me.

I was working on the railroad until it came as far as Cooperstown.
We workers got meals and lodging in a couple of wagons,. Of early settlers
that I can remember working on the reils were John and hans ﬁaugen, Jergen
;Aoma, and L. Herigmtad. One day we went with the train south to Dazey to
get some work. When night came on the boss went with the train to Sanborn
and left us theic on the prairie. that day 1t was 95 degrees heat+ During
the night it was not far from frost. In my hast I had forgotten my jacket
.in Cooperstown. I had just s thin cotton shirt on. Three o'cloek in the
morning the train came from Sanborn and I was nearly frogen stiff. 1In
the morning I had a fever and could hardly raise my fiead from the pilllow.
Sometime in the forenoon I got up and told the Norweglan cook I wanted
to try to get home. On my way home, I fell over several times and ‘had
to lie down awhile. I at last came to Asregtud's. They had put a floor
and wiadows in the sod house. ‘*here I laid a whole month with Typhoid
fever. It never entered our mind to send for a doctor. We were neweomers
from Norway and we never thought of calling the doctor when we Telt a
little sick. i don't think T was unconscious during the time L wes sick
bﬁt‘I could not control my speeche If I wanted to talk with my wife and
lrs. #arestad it was all in a muddle. Then I pointed to the violin for
them to give to me, so they could at least hear I wasn't crazy. Crazy
misiclans can play just as well as another musician,
}'fA The‘same fall of 1883, they were building 8 bfidge 8lx miles east
Qf Cooperstown, I guess it was the best bridge built in Griggs Co. Bast
of the bridge they had to build the road highsr through the woods. Enut

q% ow. pemarn

Thompson and J luson had the contract for tbis work. damiuson was later
postmaster and merchent in Cooperstown. The two contractors gave out the

work to working men for fifteen cemts pér yards I got a piece of work to
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nearest the hill. There was never any tellk of using horses for grading.
We had to buy our own spade énd wheslbarrow to be sure to be ready befofe
the frost. I hired a couple of men to help me, Emil and Martin Krogsgard.
We got our board and room at a Mr. Johinson who had built a log house a
little south from where we worked., Othere stopped at Mr. Fluto, west.of

the bridge. In the evening after supper Mr. Johnson read for us about

P
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i
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nderson Village where many prisoners from northern states died of hunger,
and other times about "Houseman's Boys", the composer H. A. Fosse. Wthen I
paiid out my expenses, I found out I had earned $3 a day. It wos enough for

\

bread through the winter. For me, thes

3

(©

> were interesting days. From my
youth up I have always been about 30 or 40 degrees below. We had to keep
turning around to keep from freezing our faces. At home our wives had also
a sleepless night.

After New Year's, 1884 my wife and 1 were invited to stay at Ole

e/

-

8tokkals when I helped him with the work. I could also take with me the two

oxen I had bought. We were glad to move nearer to the Sheyenne valley,
where they kept on with debate meetings, cholp practices, aﬂd devotional
meetings on Sunday. 0la Westley acted as preacher. It was hard to pay fer
the prescher in those days. The first Norweglian preacher that visited the
settlement In those days was Panykren. He held a meeting here -on Sunday.
The best place we had for that use was a half-ready sod barn b:lo&gin%
Cer, Ao 4 oo G
to Betual Herigstadt!s father, O. B. Herigstad in Minots Ola Westley, as

mentioned before, was asked to be the song leader. He was son to a song

leader in Norway and had a good voice. The prayer, "Lord, I come to Thee

—

“in They Holy house etec., he knew by heart and the old man broke down when

Ola takked about his church work in God's house. Pastor Iuneby was laber
a migssionary for the new Norweglan seltlement in that vieinity aﬁd'laid
down his whole 1ife for the mission work. His territory extended from
Fort Ransom to Devils Lake, one hundred miles distant.

One morning in the midst of the eold winbter came thls ambitious
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missionary, driving to Christian Aerestad. He and his horses had spent the
night in the bludfs, a guarter of a mile from the house, as a result of
the snowstorm, not being able to find his way. But it wama't jJust this
night he had to spénd nights on the prairie. At that time 1t was a long
distance bo each settler and often the roads were impassibles
Blizzards

4 Following, will give the reader an idea how dangerous it Was to be
out on the prairie in those days. As mentioned before, my wife and I had
- moved to Stokka. Mr. Stokka was-.a good and jnteresting gompanions Qur
chores consisted of two cows, two oxen, and my two oxen. When the weagher
was nice, we drove two miles down to the river for wood, and hdd te take
the stock theré OVETy-de for drink.

It was a beautiful shnshine day in the latter part of Jammary, 1884.
Over the prdirie lay high drifts of snow like waves on the oscean. It was
so mild we dldn't need to wear our mittens, coats, or Jackels: Some of
the neighbors drove fo town, others went to thelr relatlions and friends
for a visits In the afternoon we were golng te clean the sod barn that
was snowed under. Stokka was inside, and with a long fork threw the

manure out an opening. I stood outside and threw i1t further to the manure

ile. It was so still we could hear the men chopping wood down the river;

e

n the nerthwest a dark cloud came over the horizon and in a little while

o

the whole leavens were clouded &nd the snow began to falls The snow

flakes were like many summer bifds filling the aire I holl®red in through
the dow, "I'ts snowing." "Is that so?"” I heard from inside. Then the
r;{torm eame a8 -1f dripped out from a sasks I tk;.en hollered toc. Stokka:
T cant't see the houses?  (about Fony peis awéy) "That is berribles™
Stokka remarked, and in such & tone, that it seemed he couldn't collect
bis thoughts. In the twinkling of an eye we swere abxbhough isolated;
yould think we were ét the .polar regiona

& genuine W, Dak, blizzard is a phenomenon that is both interesting

and dreadful. If you dare venture out the dopr, it's as if you are wrapped
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in a biting sandstorm that f1lls your nose and eyes. You seem to gasp
for breath, and the wind, like a thunderous noise 21l the time; it's as
though death were staring you in the face. There is a great difference
between a snowstorm'and a blizzard. On the third day we noticed the
stofm had somewhat abated. The day after again was real nice fas if
nothing had happened. When we looked over the prairie where the storm had
‘faged, we could see smoke rising from high snowbanks, where we knew
people lived. ‘hpg prairie was not thickly settled, so itvwas a long way
between neighbors, As we went to inquire, we found they had all ‘come
through the storm all right. Some had dug themselves out from the snow
that had drifted as high as the house. It was worse for ‘the animals. Many
places they had to be withoug food til the storm ceassed. .Some tied a. rope
from the house and went in the direction of the barn. A fleck of young *
people, members of the choia, went one foremoon six miles on the prdirie
to Mre Froiland's place. He lived in a sod ‘house an& had a large family.-
Yhe choir intended to go back the same day but had to stay due to the storm.
They passed ‘the time away singing songs. Andrew Wotne was & humorous and
_talkative fellowe I guess he was the one who had to sleep on the ehair
and there wasn't enough room on the floor. & stranger who was overtaken
by the storm, set hié course towcords the Sheyenne river and Was saved.
His wife who had been visliting down b ﬁhe river gol home before the
storme. Those out with oxen and met the storm folleWed the wind &ind let
the oxen take them home. Those blessed animals have saved many a new

‘Bettlerts lifes

—

It was in 1881 and 1882 that most of the new settlers settled together
soubhiiand east from Cooperstowns. In 1883 the railroad came through. Here
they stood, these brave mons and daughfers from their respective homelands;
thousands of miles away from thelr country and relatives,; far froﬁ people,
forty miles to the nearest town, Valley City, and to say, almost pennilé%%ﬂ

but with all bridges Purned behind, and wlth many questions in mind of what

.



the unknown future'will have in sbore for them in this new country. The
future did not lédk very brightning for them, but with new courage they
started to bulld homes for themselves and children on the 3one prairie
and where hereafter would be their working field. ‘here were many
- obstacles that came in their way but the bigger the obstacle the more
Interesting it was to overcﬁme it+ Under such ciroumstances as this,‘it
~~fhowed who could stand the test. There wes a strife between 1life and

death. It would be a long story if the new settlers were to tell of their

O

pointments,
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experiences from those days about flces, hopes, disa
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strife, and victories; but there, man and wife stood side by side enduring
the hardships together. I have many times thought that the wives of the

'pioneers should have just as much place in the pages of kistory ax%-the
NAN .

Among the imnmigrants, represented all types of life's work- taylors,
blacksmiths, shoemakers, captains, tanners, etc. They aimed té take
possession of the land where the Indians, bufrfaloe and antoiope a thousand
yeérs, had had their rights. They aim to seek a better lands The first
settlers headed for the Sheyenne river where theye was pkenty of wood.
Wen I came two years later, I found log houses aiong the woods and sod
houses out on the prairie. ‘he settlers in those days were more satisfied
and at peace than they are now in their modern homes.

It was a hard time for all the new settlers. If you were to borrow
anything, you had to give security, and the collectors were like blood-
suckerss It is terrible how these collectors would bob the sett;g%s

~of thelir hard earned money, and many gave up not being able fo take care
of the high rent in borfowing. I put in my first cfbp, and the oxen,
not being broke in, had to be led back and forth on my fourteenAacres of -
breakiLg; In the midst of my work, the sheriff came and told me T had to
come to town. Some one wanted to see me and he told me who it was. I
untied my oxcn and walked five miles to:town. The sheriff could have just

as well given me a ride in his buggy, but no.

A
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This certain person had bought a note that I had given to Lawrence
Byes« that should be.paid ta the fall et presumevhe had bought 1f for
a’less amount. Instead of sending me a letter, he sent the sheriff out
without warning me. I was green and did not know the law. In thefall

it

when I paid it, the sum was double. This is no false remarck, but the
straight goods. I do not 1like to write this but it belongs to a new
:gsettler's life« Some ﬁears later, a business man had a mortgage on my
crop..In the fall I needed a little lumber. When 1 ment to town I took
with a few sacks of oats %o pay‘for it+ The mortgage man had hezrd that
I was to do this, mo without warning he hired the sheriff to hire two
horses and to come out and drive in all my wheat crop. I had 800 bushels
and had sold none. this was too much, the sheriff thought. He came out

to the farm and talked to me. I thanked him for his friendliness and

the next day I hauled the wheat in myself.
Many of the sebilers had different aims in life, and on coming to

N, Dak, found they could not achieve that aim. As you see, each person

is gifted with some certsin aim in life. Others have more'than.one aim

in life and can adapt themselvc5'accordingly. These glfts come from

the Almightly Creator, and all these aims are achleved by all prepared
men.and women. For example, I, the writer, have from youth had an interest
1n troe planting; and you probably have heard of Kelser ﬁiiholh chopping

wood onece a day. In my boyhood days I read in thé papers that England!'s

greatest statesman, Gladstone, took a trip to the .woods every day and

25
-

chopped down trees. Well, I plant trees, Gladstone chops them down,

—13Dd the Dieser saws them; so we thres f£ill our aim in Tife to a certain

Tdegrees

I'm not quite sure if I, myself, got my right start in 1life. A

s

methodlst preacher, by placing his hands on our head could Bell ms just
what we were able to do. He must have studled Frenologys. This preacher
had come to Cooperstown, It was Andrew;Watne who mostly wanted our heads

analizeds It cost Ffifty cents for each person. We also got a character



book for him., Herel!s what he said about me;‘”Yuu should have been an
office man br a hand laborer, but you will manage pretty well on the farm."
And now fifteen years have passedlsince, and I can say as Ferje Viken,
that bBhings happen for the best.

Nowadays when the Americans take homesteads, they receive papers
on them. L wonder how many of our Norwegian settlers had recieved papers
on thelr first piece of land when they took homesteads. I think that
most of thembhave not been interested enouéh to spend é dollar to get
registered Norwegain names on thelr farm, so the coming generation can
know who first broke the land on the wild prairie. Ly geems that our
Norwegian forefathers who landed in America nine hundred years ago had
more historiec sense than meny of our people today. History tells that
Carlsefne in the year 1007 with the company of 151 people landed s
Vinland to establish a colong in Mass., léaving after them a stone
that tells of thelr establishment. |

We moved to our own farm in th

o

yeur 1884 when the weather was

warm enough to live in a shantys. Our two oxen and one cow with a es ity

wé tied on tE@ prairie within the reach of water. If a man gets up in

the wee hours of the mprabig in the spring, when nature wakes ué after

a winter's sleep and you examine Jothef Nature's plants;%animéls,‘bird
Iife; prairie'ctickens, each ohe in their own place, and the ducks
splashing in the water, 1t.all seems like a prairie romance. “‘ere was also
our place. Our life's work was to clean away and build up our new land.

dle culilvated the wild prairie, following our Creatorls: commandment

=

to 111 the soill. With my oxen and two borrowed oxen

got my fourteen
acres of land broke up. It was the same piece I was working on when the
sheriff came. That summer i used a fork and scythe to gather the hay.
Elling Johnson and I helped each other on the farm during the haying
season. One night when 1 came home there weie two calves on the farm

and my wife who always was alone when I was awmy, told me that a man came
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by, driving in a wagon with a cow tied behind and a calf following. She
ran after him and asked him if he wanted to sell a ca®f. He told her he
was alone on his eclaim and didn't want to bother with the calf and that
he was on his way to Cooperstown to sell it. She bought the ealf for‘

$5. It so happened she didn't have any money. fie waited while she ran a

half-mile to the nelghbor to get $5. The cow had milk enough to feed the

cdlvess I thoughlmy wife made a pretty good deal. L
: Prairie Fires.

It was Uctober the year 1885. For threc days the ailr was filled with
smoke and a strong wind was raging from the northwest. The third day the
wind increased and the smoke became thicker. L was with Swen Ulgard out
threshing seven milés awgye. L knew my wife was home alone with a little
child. Right after dinner I started for home. I had just stepped in the
door and said hello when I was out again-and I'fled to the neighbors
to borrow oxen to plow around the wheat stacks, but just then I saw
flames halfe-mile away and in a few minultes the flames were over us. There

)

was no danger for the house, barn and haystack, I had summer fallowed
around them and mostly around the side where the storm came from. We were
not'afraid for our lives but it was horrid to see flames all»around us.
We had lot of rain that summer and the grass stood verg‘high, whieh gavé
the flames a better chance to spread; but the flames swept past llke a

wind with a thunderous noise. When we came outside, the prairle was

black, and worse, the air was full of smoke. The third 1#bgest stack of

3

“gheat in my fourteen acres went up in flames. The third stack, some-

what smaller, I had put inside the breaking near the sod barn, and was
spared. This was my first crop. Later, a threshing machine came nearby,

and the neighbors hauled this stack on wagons to the machine and threshed

ite I got Fifty bushels from it,. I was out threshing at the time and

2

knew nothing of it. That's the type of neighbors we had in those days.
#hen one lest a cow, the nelghbors would chip together and buy & cow for
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Hany off the settlers' cows that were tled here and there where there
was green grass, jerked loose and ran. Yne cow became so Badly burned, 1t
had to be butcbefed; Many 1ost thelr crops; some lost them after it was
threshed and put in the granary. It was difficult to meet a fire like
this. The wind threw large bunches of straw over the breaking. The fire
lasted three days with a steady wind. Where 1t came from, we do not
‘?ﬁbﬁ, but it covered a territory bf not less than one hundred miles.,

The state wos ungettled wéStward. The fire stopped when it reached the
o : :

oheyenne river,

lly wife related she had thought of taking the baby and going to the

g
neighbors, the time 1 came home fr0m threshing,-during fhe other prairie
fire. If she would have gone that time she would have besn right in the
midst of the fire. It is, after all, the interesting to see how ﬂifferent
people can meet such a situation. Some can take a glance and know just
then what to dos Others get so upset and frightened they lost thelr senses

entirely. Here is an example: When one fam

cr saw the fire coming towards

his sod house, he lost his nerve and spyrang in the sod house, took a

horse harness and threw it in the fire. I shall hére relate a few exper-
iences 1 had the first years. It was in the spring two years after this

big fire. South of us it had burned for many days;’but the weather was

st1ll, and the fire madé no headway. There were many large and §mall sloughs.
#11 of a sudden there came a strong wind from the south. I began to realize
there was danger for my neighbor as the wind went right in his direction,
xﬁtb@n went over to my other nelghbor who was plowlng with his oxen. We
decided to plow two of the furrows between two large sloughs so we could
éheck the fires We then plowed around the neilghbor's home where the grass

. was very highj; but in the south the fire had alrezdy reached some of the tall
grass and smoke was thick in the air. Then it was that Pierre who we were
helping, lost his senses and before we céuld hinder him he had set a fime
ihside of the breaking. In a minute the flames were Dver~the.housetop. =

I had noticed it when he took the mateh, I would have dragged him outside



bf the breaking. After a hard fight we saved the building.

At another time, the same farmer;‘fierre, wanted to burn some stubble
on.an eight acre field that he hadn't Plowed. As the fAames came to the
énd of the field, it started to burn on the prairie. But then Pierre woke
up. i was 1n the barn working at the time. I heard a loud shout. I went
s S A _

’/At and there was Plerre swinging around with his coat in the air trying
‘to put out the fire. He screamed and shouted all the time. Onece in a while

I heard himsay, "0 this is terriblel 0 this is terrible For goodness sake! ™
I saw there was no danger. I thought to myself, you ought to know better
before you ever set filre to that. It wasn't very nice of me,but I laughed

80 heartily, I held my stomach, it was so comical. At last I barely heard

his voice. I then wont over and asked him as nice as I could, "Did you

start a prairie fire, Fierre?" He said, "Yes, I never thought’ it would

start out like that. There was a fence there with two wires én, and it was

in the pasture." So I said, "Pierre, come, we'll set a fire along the
roadside and it will die out by itself.,"

4

It was during noon hour.- I have never had the habit of taking a

rest after dinner because I newer had the time, so I went over tobrierfé to
pass away the time. I found him slecping on the bench. I sat dewn and took.
the paper (Scandinavian) to read. I hadn't been sitting there very long

when a little girl came storming in, "There'!s fire in fhe hen house. Wgke
up ¥ Pierre sprang up and was golng to take a chew before he went. The
tobacco bem: fell on the floor, so he hurried to get his shoes on and went
'iit7 L after him with an empty pail. The hen house was partly sod house
along a sloughs For a roof, brush and posts were used. Close by the chicken
cellar, he had, the year before, threshed a little oats and from the straw
pile he had taken some straw and put on the chicken roof. Between the chicken
house and threshed oats wss lots of straw. Pierre wanted to‘%uru just the
little straw pile, and then went back for his after dinner nap. That very
dr y stray stack was burned up in a short fime. The chickens inside were

making & nolse as 1f nothing had happened. There was no pgreat damgeges but

i g R e s g



we ecartvied water and guenched the fires
| Pierre could never keep quiet when he was Involved in anything like
this. His mouth kept going all the time, and 1t became so comical to me,
I had to leugh when I wouhdn't be seen. Prairie fires are now a thing
- of the past. Bubt last summer, 1936, all vegetation was dried up and
“rFhousands of haystacks were burned in N. Dake, 8¢ Dak., and Minne I
hadn't plowed around my haystacks for I had just one oxsn that could
work and that was loaned to the neighbor; fhe other oxen was sick,

1 worked out with Mr. Olgard's threshing machine as long as I could
as we needed the money for home; The prairie firé had mostly gone through
where Olgard was going to thresh. We had quite an amount of trouble with
the machine one day, so Swen Lime who was with, suggested we gather up
seed from the trces in the woods. He had the same interest in trees that
I had. He gathered the ash seed and I gathered the box elder..The next
spring- 1 seedsd in the breaking my boxlelder seed. The next spring -
séeded in the breaking my box elder seed. It laid there two years. I
blowed around the north side where 1t would come up. Fifty years have
passed and my trees are standing high and fresh.

S0D HOUSE
In the spring of 1884, when the weather permitted, we moved in thé shanby.
Yhe roof and walls were of rough boards. Late in the summer I ,got some
men to help me build a sod house. I received information from someone
who understood how the sod house should be built. The first thing was
f}g_find out the best material to usé, and that had to be a certain seod
N ;
of strong grass roots. We found that along a élough, We had to break the
chunks carefully, three or four inches thicks We cut it in big chunks.
When the chimney was made, sand was put between each layer. We left an
opening for a double window in the south and east, and for a door on the
north, where we later built a room with a slant roof, and a door on the

easts Here in the summer we had the stove. Wée had five elm logs; we put



one on the top, one on each side, and. one on the chimney. On these we
nailed'the rough boards from the shanty, aﬁd then tar paper. We had grass
three feet long that we laid layer upon layer next to the sod so as to
keep oub the water. We 1aid the sod gradually as we cut 4t; then the

house was considered ready so far. It was then to fix the inside, to

-7_smooth out the walls as smooth as a plastered wall. We swept the,walls

good' with a broom so that the grass pieces should hold the plastering.
Ne then found some gumbo or white elay on the edge of a large slough,
whleh we used for the walls. This stayed on the walls as long as we

lived there (8 yrs.). &fter, my.helper, MNr. Krogsgard, suggested we

white wash the walls with the same stuff. It became quite a bit llghter.

Later on, when we could afford it, we whitewashed it with plaster, It
was a good house, warm in the winter and cool in the summer. We never

had fire at night. In those years it never ewen froze the water in the

"houscs The rain went through just once, during the cloudburst.

After the grass was burned, I noticed there was gqulte a bit pf stone
on my places I imagine 1t were the stones that scared away the first
squatters. The land was quite rolly and the stones were mostly on the
Bmall hills. I've about through with the stones now, and 1t was fun to
dig them as I was used to it from Norway. In fifty-fhree years i have
more or less every year dug up stones and hauled them away in the winter

as I didn't need them. At times 1 would plaster them and make stone

fences, put the larger stones on the bottom, the small stones in the

widdle, the middle-sized stones on each side. I built the fence thres

S

feet high and it kept.the horses, cattle, and pigs out. That was the
cheapest and best fence materlal that could be found, and still there are
many loads of stones in fields not made use of.

¥hen the grass was burned we found buffalo bones all over. Some were

so old they were buried partly in the ground. We gathered them up and sold

them at Cooperstown for $8 a ton. At one time I found quite a number of

S
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fresh bones from an ox. They were all crushed to pieces. I have horns
that were real fresh when I found them, the largest I have ever seen.
One Cold Summer Night
There was 'a dry period in the spring of 1888 and the wheat which was
seeded was nearly‘withe:ed the first part of June. We soon got a nice rain
#nd following, an awful heat wave that msde everything grow fast. We also
had lots of rain in June and July. It was cold and cloudy and the grain
got no headway. In the middle of August lot of the wheat was atill #n
bloom. On the twelfth day of August we wers notified from Sts Paul that
we had to watch the wheat as 1t was ﬁropbesied we would get frost in N Daks
the 16FB of August; so we prepared as best we could. We put hay and straw
on the northwest side of the field. Jens Bull, my neighbor, and I worked
together. Betweon two and three ot'elock in the morﬁing we made a fire, but
1t was Just like a drop in the bucket. We then went over to our neighbor,
Elling Frolland, to see what he thought about the f&»ﬂt e was always
very talkative. We found him in the shanty cooking coffees It was so
cold he had to make a fire in the stove: He gave us eoffee and something

to eats W, 1lit our pipes (Jens used chewing tobacco) and took time aboutb

o

n went out to look at the thermometer and 1t showed many

thingss We th
degrees heat. We dldn't realize it was hanging on the outside wall from
where the kitchen stove was. We went to our own homes with the best of
hopes In the morning the wheat was froze over all N. Qak; and northern

-

Minnesota« We will remember the Sunday morning when the sun thawed
__"he frost from the figlds. This was a new experience in_this strange
country. I had fooled myself to sced twelve acres of wheat in Marchs
I received no. 2 grade for my wheat, enough seed for myself and others.

The greater part of myg ecrop froze. This was gquite hawd for the new be-

ginners as they were more or less in debts This was s trial with those

= 1
irregular Nature's laws, especially when the frost completely destroyed ]
the crops. Some threshed a little for chicken feed others burned their ;

: : . ]
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fields, some plowed and some drove-a roller which flattened out the straw,
and then plowed it. I‘ﬁadé up my mind I was going to let mine stand ti1ll
spring; then I would burn it and harpow it in. I Plowed just twelve acres.
I started to haul logs from the woods near the Sheyenne river. Here was a
good chances Barnﬂﬁ& a brother-in-law of R.C.Cooper, had gone bankrupt

due to the poor crops. We then sold the woods on onc quarter and we could
take as much as two oxen or horses eould pull, for sevenfy—five cents a
load. I had two oxen that pulled big loads. I drove home lot of nice &&m
logs. Brother Godfrey who stayed with us that winter, sug;esfod we builld
a iog‘house. He volunteered to help build it.

The next summer, 1889 was a dry sumwer. The average got filve bushels
to the ‘aere for that which was plowed in the fall. Thet which was burned
in the spring and dragged with a tooth harrow, got eightech.busﬁels. It
was the snow the wind had blown in the straw, which caused the moisture
to get in the ground, that helped the crop grows Then my neighbor, Jens
said,-"Yes, the lazy one get the crop, and I that worked so hsrd and
plowed, didn't get anything."™ He that runs around and>pidks berri@s,'
gets the crops.” There was no emnity with Jens however, as he wus a°
_Chrisﬁian dnd a good optimist. This life with all the hard work etec.
was a good school for the beginners. They had to help-tbemselves with
what had to be done. It 1s wonderful what a persen can do when he has to
depend on himsélf. We tried to be jsck of all trades- blacksmith, harness
maker, and butcher. It didn't go so smooth at timesigﬁt we managed

someway. Here are two examples; One was going to buteher a pig and
b *

]
C

QfFroiland's son helped him. He took bhe ax and was going to:strike the pig
‘>in the head; (as was our custom in Norway) but inétead hé struck the pig
on the snoot. Just then the pig jumped up end wanted to rum but the man
struck 1t on thé backs By that time the animal wes so scared it ran aways

The boy went for the fun but the pig was like a wild animal. He shot i%

at a2 quarter. of a mile distant from the plg. Another neighbor was golng

<

to butcher a pig. There were a half dozen small pigs in the pen and they
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and they all looked alike. I was going to be with and butcber. The roy
came with a hammer, the same kind of hammér we used in breaking up the
prairie to thin out the plow-lays. He ran around trying to strike the
pig. At last one fell over. The more we butechered, the more lgarned and-
better experienced we became. |
A New Child.Play

It seemed #s though the c%ildren‘in those days were always up to

something; Two small children played with an empty barrel. They worked

it ' -
and worked teo get/up a high hill. They let it roll down agailn. Then one

(&5

suggested one of them go in the barrel &nd get a free ride down the
- o & > \”, ‘
hill. No sooner 'said than done. This story was told to me. *hese two

girls are now grown up and experlenced housewives, I imagine they have

23
long ago forgetten these childish pranks.
N« Daks!s.Record Year
The year 1891 is a year to be remembered. My neighbor Jens Bull,
and I‘hired a machine whieh wass to thresh our‘shocks. We had trouble_witb
the machine more or lecss, all the time. One morning we asked the:machine

"Aw, go home with you." We went home and

owner to thresh, but he saild,
started to stack the wheats This was my ldek I think all the old settlers
will remember the record year for N, Dek. The wheat bundles were heavy
as stone and the average yield was 40 to 50 bushels to fhe acres, Thoae

that finished their threshing that fall were luckys They got seventy-five

cents. per bushel.,

A\

It.was already the last part of October and no sign of getting:
\ :

T

~anvthing threshed. There were just a few machines around.
‘ g J ;

g k)

L8 Crops wWel'e

big and there was lots of rain that fell. Theén we heard of two men by the
names of GQualey and Johnson near Msrdell who wanted to sell theilr mechine.
My neighbor; Mr. Ashlsnd, and myself decided to buy this machine for %609.

We had to promise to thresh three of their jobs that was left on thelr

routes It went fine. We had good weatHter and was through in a week. Qualey

and Johnson were. pald $600. We owned the machine with no debt against it.
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He moved the machine to our own ferm on the other side of Cooperstown;
but ﬁ;fore we moved the heavy machine, the first smow came. We each
had two oxen. It was a job to pull the heavy machine through the loose
sﬁow°
Ashland had promised tb-theesh some stacks for Christian Lee, four
miles south of Cooperstown, but I told him he ought to same his own first
FGhteh stbed in shock. "Aw, what's the difference. The collectors will take
it all. and I'1l get nothing."” He moved his rig to Lee's place. We sure
found out how hard i1t was to thresh with a damp mechine full ef snow and
frost. It got so cold we had to keep fire in the machine 8ll night. We
hauled water from Cooperstown. The water froze in the tank so there was
Just & little place open for the water. We had to:sweep and pound the
snow off the stackss It went real heavy through the machine. The straw
carrier began to trouble, so we threw it away. We set two men to
pitehing straw in a fire which we started. This was a bard‘job and the

men worked hards g



I was born March 13, 1856, in Bjerkrean, Sogn, Fjeldbygd, a

mountain tow:i on ths weut coast of Howway. 'Wuglebtud was o Viddleston
farm, consicting of thirteen or fourteen milk cows, two horses, and
sixty %o aeventyAaheen. At the age of 18, T went to Kristiansand and
aftendad the milita*y'wchaai. T™is was a state schoo)l and every thing
ﬁaa fres. 'The only thing we had to worry about wa: undewlothes fo-
oursslves. We got thfes meals a day and 1f we wanted & lunch we had'“
to pay for 1t. We recelvel a Tew pennias each week o buy weithn:
mate~ial, Thie wa. a.vafy good sChool and we had %o work ha~d to

keep up.

AB fgr as I can remember there were ten or twelve diffevent Claw. e
and about half of then was about militusy inetruct'on. If we ranted
gxaminations, we took the'subjectg the teather: told us to take; here
in America, the thouijhtle.s young neople declide for themselves what %o
take. The school Nours waere ror 8 to 18, 12 %o 1- exercises; 4 to 5 -
gyunasium ¢lusces. The rooms were in the rear of au la~ge exerc ice hall
whe=s the gym appara‘us was. There wa?e abou* 105 pupils f rom the
age of 13 %o 33, Vhen we waeve let out for retess, 1t was 1like letting
out a flock of calvesy som: started to dance, others wallel up and
down the 1sle studying thels lessons; but most of them went to the
gymasium. The avparatus conuicted 0f =nnes, ﬁolen, bombs , wood
‘hovsem, 8tc. The "ovse was about five feet high, und they used a
leather plllow seat to revresent a suddle. To test the strength o3

B iy e LS . e : L
the pupils' musCles, t.e puptistwers'¥uught to jump on the horee by

&



mnﬁing fvom a distance, and tuke the horse by the mane and 'yjump over
11‘. At times the larger ‘bgys could not get on the horue this wiay.‘_v :
M&ny 0 the smaller bove caﬁuld tu™n somriersault on the horse, and
jut#fﬁs over the Horse with a man sitting in thq saddle,

' The state hud %o see that we were brought up in Christian trai-
ning 80 we didn't turn out to be "heathens". TWvesy morning we had &
ae%tiqnu hour on rfomrand, Tarh pupil wa. supposed to be ready to
sendl up a pva‘ve.r 17 called j‘xpon,.' ‘We each had liitﬁl.e ‘mcm._:,.f 00k nare
th}s",naader' altaer the aingi,ng,, the oldest under officer gave the ’
Lo c??:l"w' Hr&yer with his hand to hh; head, while we paid strict attamﬂon.
This was our morning devotion. Here 1t un example of one of o.r |
ﬂuvoﬁonal}“ h'mx‘*u‘z 'f*‘mre ww ncmenm‘xt 'bv the nave of "%cmgan whn
directed; one 1mo ming, we all sang a verse of "odav 1s the Day e‘f
Grace; the next verse wus what the worning dar would have in store
for Bofgen. ' ‘*hen ‘a voice sang out above the vest, "Fhat the mominhg
day has in ‘store Tor L{eutenan®t Forgen." ' The wober wary in w'ich he '
sang 1%, f11led ’the‘ 'o‘t;h‘egm‘ with laughter. When % m devotional hf:n}m A
was foiv_;er : the :H a0 tcr nmmzmdei all those that luug,had\l:h’én%mvn
hour,“"to mach forward, but no one moved. |

- Wyery Sunday each ‘troop hud to mareh %o the ¢hu=ch under the
command of an under officevr; this wae the law. We each hud a chair
at ths end woﬁfu ﬂm Toom. When the devotlonal hon» was over, we were
again comm@ﬁdgd' 0 ma~h, The pweacther was the song composer, Prot.
Dick., Wone of the wolidiers had uny conversation m_'ﬁ}x' the officers
outslle of the devotional hours, but we had ideas bf? their ¢haracter
and b’eh‘avimﬁ There was one officer with his ober and talkative
wayve, whon we had 'ﬁf@”*r“y' much respect for., 'H’e‘ ‘(:ume: in the watch room
one duy when we were playing cards and vald, "Vou mustn't play fo= '
money, hove." "hete was romething in that tons of sdvice that wori:.sé
on us like & setmon.  That was Premier Lieutenant, Vaaler. His |
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personal 1ty was brought out also in the attitude he showed to those :
under him. Between eath watch pariod ve conld Lle‘ep avhile, not o
undrsssing.  Ons 0f the Nigher officess had his offite 'n a corner.

Wﬁ;h this oprortunity we all laid in the wateh room and slept. One

of the voys was Tom E.B'umn\a; who hud chewed tobacco since he was eight
years old, and had ‘nm:‘ur&liiy gtunted hie growth. He laid on hi: back
onf‘d wooden bench, While w‘m wa re all slespin;, one of the boys went
Qs quiet as a mouss ani took 7;%0’ BtrPups with butkles o’h and strapped
Tom to the bmsnch and went bBack to bed. ALl of a sudden there was a
¢ry from the watchman outside, "Up with Your guns; the officer has |
come to visit the watchuan.® ALl those sleeping sprang *o thelir feet,
grabbel thelr gunw and went for the foor to be veady in line. "Where's
Tow Burens?" the officers asked. Sensing suspicion, they went into
the room, anl thers on the floor lay Tom Burene with the bench strapped
to his bacl . "Tiey' e tled me," We heard him hollers tnvide. Tom wai
lat loqag_ei Lmé)i took his place in f-ronyiiha with the d-=ur in front of

' We Wa“rd‘%“‘all‘ ufvaid we vere gofng %o be questicnel bix no& one
€ ross wc)z*’ci Cume from the lteutenunt. "hat's the kind of an officer
that wins victorsy in battle. Tf %his incident had been reported to

the head general s “fer;g’e}’lund, thers wold have heen quite a fues;

Jii

this miscnief wakee Cams in one wornislg to the head wat¢hman, with
full m‘t‘ent‘fi.ph’é to squesl on the sec ond ra&c@nm bat sune he cane twé’ =,
minutes t00 late %o hiu post. ™t "Brank® had watched out the window
two o'clock in the morning waiting for the second wakc hmun'e fetu}fv‘n".‘ ¥
He 'soon found out his own watch wae wrong. A% another time he h‘a‘d‘
about pestered the 117 e out of Batal"jn’?én ut Spring Yo rser. During '

the examinations, a mwob go* around him with bavenets o%c. and he had

to pray for mexcy. He later becanme disohh
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He surely was not like his brdfﬁﬁ#; Hﬁﬁxio, wﬁﬂaa statue stands in Islend
Park, Fargo, I was in Fargo when the monument was eret ted. A Jewieh rabbi
gave the lactuée and Hemmdd Vergeland was the man that opened the doore %o
Norway for the Jews.

Premisr Licutenant Vauler was married %o Prof. Dick's daughter. Tt
was this well known_M?a, Nick Vaaler #hat was in Amerita « few vears ago,
teying to locate someiworwegianﬁ that had comeho America previonilys che
had heen in Coopn=zrstown.

The suuwer of 1876 I attended a large fleld maneuver in Smaalene,
towards ths Swedish border when 10,000 were gathered to fight. I was
under the military teaining then., They weve lacking under o icers so
they took ths students from the upper grades. We landed in the sown of
Mose and stayed that night. T.e next day we mawched contirually with
full equipment from seven in the ™ wning %11 nine a%t night. Wany gave
up from exhastions they wers nitkei up by Trovset who Came after us. Sor e
that wanted to stop and dreink during the mar&h wete Clased batk L. line
with drawed sabl es (awords); When we reaﬁhed our destination and put up
our Tents, our company was ovdersl out on fileld watch. ™Mils wes very
trying, Lut 1% was wattine. Ve were al owed t0 eat &;r.“ta_r ten o’@clotl{.

This lasted a waeks W e got whitekey freom ¥ing Oscar who was with, and
another time, cigure. =

One night the King was with us a% our camp balls we picked out two
husky men from Seterdal. They were %0 dante a "halling" while one yi&yed
the f1ddle. The King six feet high, stood with his ¢ ap on the sweord. The
two men .wung past us a couple of‘timeu,lqnerliiﬁin&Jtna cap offe The

thirzd time he landed with his hand:. on his Comrade's eholl

der with feet
up in the alr kicking the cap fur away and 1% landed on his hands. Yes,
that was in sthose days.

The reader will pieahe excuse me Ior dwelling s0 long on the thoughte
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on militury 113 bat 1 awm surely curced feou the military 1life nows Thr ee &i
of my boys wers drafted in 1817 whers one hud %0 4o %o Germany, but with ‘
God's help Cawse back unhurmed. i
To Amarica

/Thiw vear 1937 1u flfty~£ouﬁ vears u*nce my wize. ARlgal , and I pu&ked
our ¢lothes and set sall for Amarica. In «ll these yeava 1t hae not been
with my good will that T am hervs, but 1% wae God's will, and so it was tor
my best. There 1s a feeling of satisfaction and peace to know that you |
are lel by God's Almighty hand.

’There Was an economic c*iaib in Stavanger_iﬂ'the beginning of the 80's.
I wouldn'* ovettake my fathsrﬁs farm ae he wanted me %0, 0 we mnveivto,towﬁ
and trisl to gt some kind of o@{ipg work bul whafeﬁéf I cane 1t weer ed they
were wors thun Iillsl up. A% last T go® work at a foundrey and ship y&rd_ﬁ&re
steamshipe were belug bu11t. Then one day they laid off one hundred wer and
T was among the unlucity,  After that 18 seemed B.b though all waye 107 work
were ¢lovel. The only V&H‘WQH %o et my cource ﬁegtwutd, ak rors the ocean,

T had often %alXked ‘to Halvo e Wordaas who was the manager of %l 1ire
departr2at, and ¢i%y gardnet in Stavangef, 1f T could get a job as city
gardner) just as I was ready to go %o Am»?iCqﬁ T got word I could have the'
s0b, IL I had knowu it sooner, T wquldcnvﬁ be hevre now. Plunting of trees
and flowers hac alway» been my dsarest work. So goodbre, Vorwayy and I
left for the strange co antey to thr’-‘ Deko tea }x*ai rici. : |

| About this journey much could be r elated 1ut I will mwntiun gubt

few incidents. After fourteen days on %the utaamnhip £rom Witerdom, Holland,
210w Aol R Ty e g W R P e e W SN e §o

we arrivel in New York., We hatii't been akiMede two hours when I got the
biggeSf surpeise T sver had since T set my fee® on American soil. Zxe
The immigrants were githered in a lutge 5'X ¢commered ™om, whers benches

were Fastenel %0 the wall., Most of them stood 1In sroups around t he room,
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Afte~ Living two weeks on spolbd

4 vegatables und hulf-fried bilscuits, wo

were near =tarved. I had bought a 1“fL;of:ryo‘bﬁea¢, and had a‘little
butter 1ef% fron Norway. We sat on the benth with our backs to the wall

‘ , : {
and ate. The bHraead lay on the ﬁanhh between us. I wae golng %o cut mycell
anotha» sl ice when to my surprise the Ura&d Wab gone. wa‘jumpeQ?gnd iookea
utquﬁ@ Du* the bread was stolen %o zay, »ight out of our hand;; 0F course,

the tptaf was in one of the other ¢ roups looking at wu. Wy wlfe}haa‘h; xﬁﬁ

be=n . hard worker, and soon %took her knitting and nwadleaﬁvandvatartaa:to
kni1%. ©8he laid a lavge ball of wool yam by hew s'de on the bench. All of
a sudden the end of the taread was in her hands. The ball of varn had bean%
qto#ﬁn alsd. 1 soon Came to the conclusion that the thiel war u Carvelevs j
woman wno continued walking back and forth conversing in Worweginan to the
people. She sat and talked %o my wife aund later followed us %0 the reet-
amrant %0 pum hase some Coffee. Thie was u waming of what I could expect
in the new land,

Que rcoute weut through the Geeat Lakes from Burfalo %o Nulut) and took
about a weer. We travell zd as fﬁaighﬂ“ﬂoodﬁfﬁme had our bedding wilh, and
at nigh% we male our bed under deck among plles of freight gocd. 0On the
other side of *he deck were fourteen milk Cows in rows. We were a flock of
Finlanders, thres Worweglans ani one Swede. Several times we hod to move
our bedling when the goods was %o De taen or absessed; w0 ws not o be
in the way, the Syede hod made his bed on top of a pille of goods. In the
~#iddle of the nigh%, he was awaenel by'tﬁc,ﬁgy of, "Move your bedj ve have
& daughter,” Ve had noticed thut‘onqwof‘thgw;qupp‘ﬁ}pnzﬁlnlund wae T ather
peculiar and stayed by herself mos* of the time. She hud with her a daugh=-
ter, two years od. One day on neacting a large €ity, she took cick and laid
down on sonms auwduﬁt.by'thg cows., The other Finland:rs didn;t~baem to give
any ald but stood and 85485 at Ler. Wnen the bout reached the shore, I

waved ani ¢ cled out to the people, "NDoctori" that helped. Scon aiter,
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& doctor arrived with one of the men and led her %o shore. This wee a ¢on-
finement case. | ‘ |

The shig'étaftad off with ths two vear old girl and the mother's bagg~-
age. Ve ware walting and expecting that sowe of the Finlandevs would take
care of‘h@r; but no one took notice of her. 6o my wife, Ablgal, took her
and tried %0 take the mother's place as we didn't known whevwe the mother's
destination was to be. There was nothing for us %o do but to take her w‘tp
us to Dakota until further inquiey bavmude._‘sha was with us just a few ‘
days3 when the ship stopped, two vouny women Came aboard; one was a Norwa~‘
glan and an interpreters. She explained thal the‘girl's father lived &t
this ¢i1ty and cume %o ta¥e the c¢hild, 'They asked what we wantel Lo~ the
care of tha ch%ld. 0f course we dldn't take anything. We have reny times
thought 1t would be fun to see the 11ttle Passenger again, and %o tell her‘
she was on the way to be a Worweglan Nakotu dame. I imagine she nus* be
married now a8 she is 56 vears dld.

AZter o month's tiresome joumey, we TeaChed Valley City, Dakota
territory. There I met my brotﬁ%~1n~law,_m. Aarestad. The next dav
we folloved the tain ae fur ae the rails were bullt, two miles north
of the precent Hannafesd. You will pote MHrs. Auveatgd and he: two small
¢hildren were 1n our company %o Dakota ae We. Awres®ad had come the
year pravious.

We unloaded our provisions on the prai=le near the Hetland faur wherve
some men were working on the radd®e One of tvhewm, Methius Johnson, had

oxen with, and drove us two miles %0 Aares-ad's homesfguds At Tust va

Came %0 our destination where our future home was ¢ be.
I hadn't been on the Dakota prail-ies very long, before I felt the
~urge %o hunt. T had taken with me from Worway a small gun and not far

fromﬁ;!}‘ﬁﬂull'& place, thers was a pond where dutke vere floating around.

Thers was high grass around, and all of & sudlen 1 saw a pretiy animal



with o Lushy tall wnd white &&r;nea on 1$a bak K. I ran alter it, but very

soon had %o refrtuce my steps. ?he alr was full 0f & ¢hobking smell,
It :allowai‘aldng Wiﬁh,m@' I hal ba‘elv ateﬁpei 1nbide the door when I
heatd the ¢ry "Out! Qut!"™ They threw soue ¢lothes nub 40 me and o ~dered
me to bury the tlothwa I hal on. Thla ¥ab o new adventure for me, In
my chi ﬁﬁéad days T had read 1n Nature's History of the "stenkdynet”
(8kunk) on the American prairies, It now_bQCame_mO?a Clear %0 me having
experienced it. wWhat did we think of America? Oh, we thought 1% quite
interestl g and romentic, and fel® abt home. iand mv wiZe? Yeu,1t wae just
one time LJe<}Ob+ hup courage in all thpba years fol’bw*n g ny hunting
experiencta, I cume und there ghe stoéd, 1aok1na vary dmwncuut. She
pointed 40 the sod house and sald, "Look what people have to live in. ?f
we hud wonay 1'd go ude homs righ? awug,” wAnﬂ ghe meantlit. Bhe tane
from a vich houws 1“,WQ?3“7'_*¥5f3 there ﬁa&“;gxutx, not making *hie very
invitiug; but then we viuitgd LOme neighbcra d;wn by khg Sheyanne river,
and thers che met some awqusintances from nhee nelghborhoed in Wosway.
These neighbore had been hete about two years anﬂ had uuann M be

P RUREREIANLS. - Hox courugs teturned, and from tham on has besn quite

satisfiel. »

I took my homesteal three duys alfter Ivuqme to Dalkofa. Wlling
Jchason (Wf°11@“d)t“44 Jens Bull hal iled on the waue section earlier
in the summer. They %old we the S. W. quarter of the sec*ion (where a
shanty waz) had no% been f1led oy, and %0ld we I vould go %o Coopers‘own

d,get papers on 1%. T huad Jens Bull's %ten venr old daughis=~ to go with

we fc Cooperstown and be wy interpreter. "hey asked we whab cecion %

W&b;lbut I di@nft knoy ?tﬁk:Than(thiu littlﬁ gtrl (now Mﬂa Qrung thlund)

&é«_

sald, "It's c¢sction ten we live on.” The men woon found out *he*re %,

section 10, townszhip 145, range 59.
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My Filrst House
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Well, this ias likevan adventure und he~s 4& my historv. My three
brothsers had come %0 America two years previous. T had received a letter
from @y oldest brother that 12 T came to America I sho dd bring sone
"merskuins® smoking pipes becaussfthey vere 80 expensive in America, I thgn
bought the finest nipe I_could find in Stavanger, with a lony stem and ‘
pearl band, for specuwlation.

I now hal %0 build a house on my homestead. Flling Johnson ured ne
to go to Cooperctown and buy a shanty which stood on his land belonging
1o Nelson who had left. Wer, Welson worked at the store in Cooperstown.
Since I didn't have any momey, I took the only thiig I had of any value,
which waw my Dipe and flad %o town. T meh Mr, Nel&oﬁkand asked Lim how
much he wanted for the houss. He t0ld me $85. I then told him I had no
monay, but a tobacco pipe thet was worth that amount. Ye maie the deal’

I got tﬁe house and an "overall" und he go® the pipe. I wonder if thie
historicul pipe is in existence. Ve were Woth well satisfled with the
deal.

¥+, Johnson hgﬁ two oxen and I had my shanty moved %o my quarter on
section 10. Later on in the rall came the BAd bachelomiit h.d g0 st ted
on the quarter I filed oh and sold the shanty %o me.,

I wae working on the rallroad until it Came ab fur as Cooperstown.
We worksrs got weals and lodging in o couple of wagms. 0fF early settlers
that T can remenber working on the rulls weve Jo'm and Hans Haugen, Jergen
Soma, anl L. Herigstud. One day we went with the traln south %o Dumey to
get aoma work. When night Came on the boss went with the truin %o Sanbomn
and  left us thers on the prairie. That day 1% was 95 degrees heat. During

the night 1% was not far from frost. In my haste I had forgotien ny

jacket in Cooperctown. ;@”f" just a thin cotton shirt on. Three o'clock

in the worn ing the $7ain came from Sanborn and I wae neacdly frozen etiff.
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In the moming I had a fover and could hardly ralue ny head from the H
pillov, Smmetiﬁa in the forenoon I got up and %old the Norweglan cook

I wantel %o tey and get howe. On my wﬁﬁfaﬂ’;y\)r&zﬁa, I £a)) over ceveral Himes

and had %0 1is down awhile. I a% last Came %0 Aurestad's. They had
a flooe and window:z in %he sod house. There I laild a whole mwonth w 1%1{ :
Typhoid Zevee., 1% never enterel our mind %o senl for a doctor, Ve were
_mewcomer® Irom §omway and v nsver thought of calling the doctor when we
felt a 1ittle sick, I don'%t think I was une onsc 1ous during the t'ne I

was s8ick but I coudld not ¢ontwol my epesch, If I wanted %0 %talk with my

wife and Wrs. Aucvestad 1% was all in a muddle. "Then I pointed at the vmi@
for them %o give t0 me, 80 thgtv could ut least hear I wasn't crazy. C razy%
music ians can play just as well as another music ian,

The same fall of 1883, they were bulldig a bridge six niles eaﬁt z(“f'
Cooperstown. 1 guess 1t was the best bridge built in Grigge (”ojfg; Fh.:t ‘
of the bridijs they had to build the road higher through the woods. FKnut
Thompson and Jamilason had th_\e contract for this work. J_gxm_s.xmon wae later
postmastae and we whant in Cooperstown. The %wo conteactors gave out
the work %o working men for fiffeen Cents per yaxrd. I 0t a plece of
work to do neave:t the hill. There was never any talk of using horses
for grading. Ve hai %o buy our own epade and whselbarrow to be sure to be
realy befors the frost. T hiced & couple of men %o heln me, mil and
¥artin Krogsgard. We go% our boand and room at a Mr. Johnson who had X
bullt a log house a l1%tle scuth from wheve we worked. Others stopped
at Mr, Wl%i*:.e, west of the bridge. In the evening after supper Mr,
Johneon read for us abont Anderson Village where many prisoners Irom
northermn stutes died of hunges, and other :'ﬂ!ﬂ'ﬁﬂ’ about "Honeeman's Boy,
the composer H. A. Wosse. When I paid out my expenses, I found out B
had éagied $3 a .@“3'.; It was Ga;nm;t‘g:h for bresad t}zmugh the winter. For

me, these w!am: _’mtamuting dayse From my youth up I have alwaye been
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intersuted in trees and other vegetation, and here were pine trees were
m@dg by Nature's handa._‘It brought back memories. Here they stood from
tﬁp %0 thres hundred f%gg old =2lm %rees und bass wood, the oak (1711
older. Wore or less here and there lay dead branches. The river was loade:
w"iﬂth mink anl mugkat, and in those dave also Otter and Beaver. We could
:;nd tracen of the'baﬁyar by the edre of the river, and many vears later
big branches of troépfﬁggy had grawed at for bullding rateriul. Then a
¢leaning up of uil %his began., Harold Johnson fron Sharon with :hovel
and wheelbarrow Llaaraﬁ the wuy through the woods, now highwar No. 7.
WQ consldered ouraslves as a nelp 50 Zurthur civilization.

It was a Tew duya‘bofnre Christmas in the year 1883 that Mr». Aarestad
and T were going to town to huy provisions for the holiduys. Ve got a
ride with mllﬂng‘John¢on who h-d the largest voke of oxen I've ever seen.
I% was tow.wnds evening coming from town when we reuched Johnson's, where
we ate our sumer. Ahout 8 otelock we started for home, one mile from
there. It was very dark and rot a star % be seen. We started out in
the right dire tion but very soon we found we viere going the wrong way.
We noticed we hud gone west instead of south. Then we %ried to (o the
direction of the railwroad, but that vwent o different way. A% 11 Q'ciﬁﬁg
we ran agaln.® a wall of a c¢laim shanty. We went in But the only thing we
found was a hat on ths mll, Ve Sook up a few nleces of board from the
fleor ani trial %o make a ft®#e. We h.d three matches and wasted the
two. The third match 11%, and saved us from being frozen. It wae under
2200 weathor} we had wool overcoats on but in the shanty were c¢racks in
the walls where the w'nd blew in., When we were %00 ¢old on one side we furmd
on the othsr.e "The suoke from the fire fllled the whole woom. Vhen
mo rning Came “e had bumed up eight twelve-inch boards. This wae later

Peter Larson's faem in Sec. 4, Bald W11l townshir, It was a cold morning
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about 30 or 40 degroes below. We h&zi f'ta keop 'mmmg e round to keep Irom
freezing our fuces. A% home our wive%ﬂhnd aléo a eleepless night,

_After Wew ?@affs, 1884 my wife and 1 were Invited %o at&yvat Ole
Stokka's when I hslped him with the wovk. I could also take with me
the two ofen T h&i VQ@5htk{,WQ were glad %0 move nearer %0 the Sheyenne}

«yﬂxﬁﬁy, Whef8 they kept on with debute meatiuga, cholr practices, and

' c‘llavotian;z.l maettz;gg& on Sunday. Oj,u_ Vestley a&:‘ted as preachsr, It was
havd $0 pay for ths ::{fegzc’.w-: in thm,g Gayse. The firest Norweglun pres her
that visited the settlseument in %hose days wa.a Panykren. He held a meebing
ha‘m on ‘Suu:my. ’f'hg heut plat e we had for thf;.*: use was o half—realy sod
bam Dbelonging to Betual Heri;;:;twl'a father, 0, B, Herigstad in Minot.
Qla Westley, ac mentioned before, was awked %0 be the vong leader. He was
son to & sung leader “‘-n Norway and hhdu. good voice. The praver, "Lord,
I come ‘?:u- '»"hea in The Holy houss eft., }16 knew by heart and the 0ld man,

e

hBroke down when 0la f:lkedi ahbout his chumh work in God's house. Pasber

Lwdeby wae later a missionary f;-" the new No vwegr Lan xse"sﬁlémmt in thet
vicinity and laid down hie vrhole 1ife for the misslon work, Hie territory
extendel {rom Rort Ransom to Nevils Laks, one hundred niles dlstumt,

One moeing in the midst of the cold winbter came this ambitdous _
misslonary, driving to Christian Aavestad. He and his norses had spent the
night in the bluffs, a quarter of & nile fv:o_m the hmwle, as a result of

the snowsto=m, not beilng able to find hils way. But 1% wasn't just this

night he had to spend nighte on the prairie. At that time 1t was a lomg

distance to sach _@s!gftl er and often the wads were impassible.
Blizzards
 Follewing, will gilve the readsr an idea how dangerous 1t was fto be

th on t‘heh pra.i‘rm ‘.m\ thooe -11_9.3,*:;. As mentioned b@&;‘:&j}m,: wy wife and T had

moved %o Stoklka, WUe. Stokka wae a good and interesting compunion. Our

¢hores conslsted of two Cows, %wo oxen, and my two oxen. When the weather .
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was nice, we drove two wiles down %o the river for wood, and hud to take
the stock fhare every day for deinlk.

- Tt wae a beautiful sunshine day in %he latter part ol January, 1884.
Over the pralsis lay high deift. of snow like waves on ths oteun. It vas

60 mild we 4idn't neel to wear our nmittens, coats, or juckets. ELome of
the neighboes drove %0 town, others went %o thelr relatlons and friends

for a visit. In the afternoon we were going %o ¢lean the sod bam that
was snowed unde». Stokka was ineide, and with a long fork threw the
manure out an opening. I stood outside and threw 1% further to the manure
pile. It was s0 s8%ill we ¢ould hear the men chOpang vood down the rivers
in the northwest a dark cloud Cams over thp,hqriaonland in & 11%tle while
the whole Heavens wers cloudsd and the smow began to full. The snow
flakec wers like many sumcer bieds f1°11ng the alz. I hollered in *hrough
the door, "It's snowing.” "Is that so?" I heard from fnside. Then the
storw Cane as 'L dropped out from a sack. T then hollered to Mr, Stokka
*I can't nce the houce.” (about four rods away) "That ie te"."a'.'ﬁlle."
£tokka remarkaed, und in such a tone, thu®t 1t seewed he couldn't co?tect-

‘ his thoughis. In the twinkling of an eve we were as though lsolateds

you'd think we ware at the polar region,

A genuine W, Dak, blizzard 1s a phenomenon that 4s both 1ntereﬁt@g%_
and dee.dful. IZ you darve vendure out the do e, 1%'s as 17 vou are wrapped
- in a biting ecandstorm that £11ls your nose and eves. You seem to gasp
for breath, and the wind, like a thunderous noise all the time; 1t'e as
though death wers staring you in the face. There 1s a great difference
between a éSavmstorm and a blizzand, On the thiwzd day we noticed the
stomm had someshat abated. The day after again was real nica_és i
nothing had happened., When we looked over the pralrcie where the storm
had rgged, weé could ses smoke rising from high snowbanke, where we krew

people lived. The pralrie was not thickly settled, vo it was & long

N «J‘Tf e e
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way betwenn naigh‘muh. Ag e went to inquire, we found they had ull Come
through tha stom all rip:h’c. Some had dug themsalvm_s out from the enow
that hai deiftsl as high ae ths house. It was woree for the animals. Many
plaees; ,thev had to e umhoutﬁ;fooa 11 the storm ceased. Some tied & rope
fron the house and went in the dieection of %he bam. A flock of young
paople, menbers of _*:ma choir, went ona forenoon six niles on the praicie

to ur, Frolland's placa. He iived in S s0d house and hud & large far ily.

The ¢holr intended *o ﬁiﬁa back the same day but had %o etay due to the storm

«ﬁi‘v;

They passed the 4ime away singing sozsg&s. Andrew Vatne wes & humaeaws and

talkative fellow. T guese he was the one who had to sleepd on the chair

them wasn'?t enough room on the floor. A stranger who was overtaken
by the storm, set his cource towards the Sheyenne river and was suaved. »
His wife who .4 been visiting down by the river got hone before the
stom. Thosa out with olmn and met the stomm followed the wind and let
the oxen take them homa. Thoss blesved animale have saved many o new
Bettler's Life.

It was in 1881 and 1833 that most of the new settlers settlel together
south and zast from Coopesstown. In 1883 the raillroad came througl.
Her‘e' they stood, these brave mwons and daughters from their vespective
homelandi, thousands of miles away from their count v and relatives,

far from people, Iorty miles to the nearvest town, _Vul.l’cy City, and to 8

almost penniless, but with all bridges burned behind, and with many
questions in wind of what the unknown future will have in store for them
in this new countey. The future did not look very brightning for then,
but with new courage they started %o build homes for themselves and
c¢hildren on the lone pralrie and where hereafter would be thelr working
field. There were nany obstutle:s that came in thelr way but the bigger

the obstucle the more Interesting 1t was to overcome i%. - Under sich
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oirumstances as this, 1% chowei who cold stani the $est. "There was &

a!ﬁ;ri‘fle betwesen 1ire and deuth. It worldd he a long s*ory if the new

s@ttlava were to ﬁell of thelr experiences from thoie dave about their

sac rificéey hopes, d ua‘)’wiutme}x*n, ut".‘iLB, anl victories; but 'chm'e,

wan and wile sfcod siie by sfde enduring the hardshins together. T

have many times thought tha% ths wives of the ploneers should have

just us much place in the pages of his%ory as the nan. |

Aweng the imalgrants, representsd all types of Llife's work— taylors,

blac kemiths, shoemakaers, captaine, tanners, etc, 'T’h_ey' aimed %o take :
possession oi %the _l-'.‘;,_mi wasre the Tnd*cmu, huffalo emd antelope a thousard
years, hal huad thelr mightu. rheydlm %0 week a better land. "he first
&etiiscs newdad for the Sheyennae.river where there was plenty of wood,
¥hen I caue two vears later, I found log ho‘q;‘aes along the woods and ‘boc't
nouses out on she _pmi:te. "‘ha »ne}ttlera in !thoae dayve were more satiefied
and a% peace than thoy ars now in thelr modemn hr»meb_.

It was & hard fime for wll the new vettlers. If you were to borrow
anything, you had %o give cecurity, and the collectors wers like blood-
suckers. It 1s fterrible how these ¢olletfiors would rob the settlers
of their hard 8smel money, and many gave up not heing able to take
Care of the high eent 1in b.ov.'-'rowmgl.‘ I put in my fiest ¢rop, and the
‘oxen, not being broke in, had to Le led back und forth onb ny fourteen
acres of breaki g. In ths midsy of my work, the sheriff came and t01c3

me 9 M#M&‘im.% Y BEPRPNEIRS AT ISP S B R IBPEGRES ).
ms who it was., T untied my oxen and walked five miles %o town. The
sheriif could have just as well g;iv«aﬁ me & »ide in his buggy, but no.

Tiie certain person had bouht a note th.t T had given fto Lawrence
Bros. that should be paid in the f,‘gll‘. I presume he ‘Imi bought 1% for
& lees amount. Insteal of sending me u letter, he sent the cheriff '
out withoul waming me. T was geeon and 41d not Jmewithe law. In 1:};;@
fall when I paid 1%, the sum was double. ‘This is no falbt; ‘t'amarfk‘, but
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the strvaight goods. I do not like to welte this but it belonge to & new

v‘ st B e e P S R S s i

eettlec's 1ife. BSome yeaure later, « business man had a morigage on ny

- ¢rop. In the full T nseded a 11%t%le luwber. When I went %o town T took

with a few sucks of cats %0 nay for 1%. The moritgage men had heard that

0 5 W o L N
o

sy whea* ¢rop. T had 800 bushels

. I wag to do this, so n;it}zgut waming he h'ired the sheriff to hiee two
. » " Pl A A ?s».,lliif}",':‘)gr"v-:!)‘ylf’;',‘! i B i o g £ % 3 2w 3

horses and %o coms ou% and drive in al

and .Bad s0ld none. This wgs t00 muhy the shert £2 “thought. He came out

to the furu and talked to me. I thanheld Fim for his friendliness and

thee next duy T Neuled %the wheal in muself.
Many of the seitlers had different alws in life, and on coming to

N, Dak, found they ¢o dd not whiwv¥e vt aim. As vou see, each psreon

o

glited with sowe Cectuln alm in 1ifs. Ofhers have moras than one a'm
iu diis and van ‘ahp‘t; Shenwelvas u_c.cord*n:-jl}r. These ;;iftzs come Irom
the Almi hiy Creator, anl all these atms are achleved by all prepare
men and wwsn., Fo? 8'<*¥f:’»_'1)1*‘3_:, I, the vwriter, have from youth had an interest
in tree planting; and yonu p *0bubly have heawd of Kaiaer W_’ll'helm chopping
wood ot e 4 rlu,y._ In my _boyhaod days T read in the papets thet F"..r.xgl\a.nﬁ'a ‘
greatest utates an, Gladstons, “!'.gok_ a teilp %0 the woods every day and
Chopped down traes. Well, T plant frese, GlLadutone (,‘hop‘&; them down,
and the Kieser saws them; so we three f1l1 our ain In@ife %o a certain
degraoe. = : ‘ ‘

I'm not quite surs &f I, myself, got my wipht start in 11fe. A
methodist preucher, by plac ing his hands on our head could '#el’ ue
Just what ve were able to do., He must huve studied Frenology. This
preacher had coume to Cooperetown. It was Andrew Watne who mostly
wantel our heads anslized. Tt cos® fif{iy cents fo? e h person. Ve
wlso got a Character book from him. MHere's what he saild about m:az

"You sho idd have been an offive mun or & hand laboren s but. you will
manage pretty well on the farm." And now fifiteen ve#ss have pussed
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since, a.rid I €an vay as Ferje Viken, ‘b;hgmt thinge ha.p__vxan for %the best.

 Howadays when the Ame}f'ican\:é take houmesteads, they recelve papere
on them. I _wcnda:ﬁaw many of our Norwsglan settlers had Getten %)a.per'}z.v :
on thelr first pisc éox lasrd when ther took homebteadu.. I think thet
woet of them hu.m not been intercected eno%h to epend & dollar to get
reglstersl Norweglan nuwee cn their Zuruw, s0 the coning generation can
know who first broke the land on the wild prairie. T4 ecems that onr
Horweglan forefatiscrs wio landed in Amieijicu nine hundsed yea=s ago had mrs
historic sense than many of o ic psovie today. History tells that
Carlsefns in the year 1007 with %he ¢omﬁﬁa¥_oﬁ‘151 peeple lended in
YinMd o eztublish a coliony in '_'Mta.sqﬁ. 3 “J.eu:f‘ig;g;: after then « stone
that tells of theilr establichment.

We moved %0 our own furn in the vea 1884 when %the weablie? wae

Wwartm encuzh %o 1've in . chanty. Que tWo oxen and one cow with 4
calf, we %tiei on the mmwa within the reach of water. 7Tf a man gets
up in the w=2e houws of the worning in the spring, when nature wakes up
after o winver's sleep and you exaulne _bdoﬁthar Natuse's plants, animale,
bied 11fe, prairie chicvens, aach one 4n thelr own plate, and the dic ke
splashing in the water, it all seeme like a prairie romante. MHere was
also our place. OQue Jife's wotk wus %o ¢lean away and bu’'ld up our new
lani. Ve cultivatel }th_é wild prairie, followlng our (reator's ¢ omand-
mwent to t1lli the soll. With my oxen and two boreowed oxen I got my
fourteen acres of lund droke up. It was the same plece T was working
on when %the sheelfl came. That swaisr T used a ok and ‘s,-licyt_}ie: to
gather the hay. FWiling Johnson and I helped ewch other on the farm
during the hayﬂ\lﬁ;l_g geabon. OUne Xli”‘hu when T ¢ e hone There were fuc

&alv»s on thm farn and ny \MX& w'w ulwa.‘wa V’tih &10!\@ vhen I was W%s 58]
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told me that a man cane } "'-rivin in a wagon with a cow $ied behfnd.

and a ¢alf following. She ran ‘a!*-%er him and asked him if he wanted %o
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sell a Calf. He told hew he was alone on his clain and dldn't want %o
bother with the ¢alf and that he was on his wey %0 Cooperstown to sell it
Bhe bought the calf for §5. It 1o happened she didn's have any mney. We
waited while she ran a half=mile %tc ths nefghbor %o get 6. The cow had
milk mough to feel the calves. T thought my wife tiade a pretty good ded.
Prairie Wires :
It was OC tober the vear 13385. For three days the alr was £1lled wit)
smoke and & stvong wind was aging from the northwest. The third day the
wind inc reased snd the smoke became thicker. I was with Swen Olgard out
threshing seven miles away. I knew my wife was home alone with a little
child. ight after din er I started for home., T had just stepped in the
door and sali hello when I was out again and I flel to the nsighbors
to borrow ¢xen to plow aroind &he whea*t staCks, but just then I saw
flames hali-mile away and ind few minutes the flamee were over uc. There
was no danger for the house, burn and hayetuck. T hud summer fallowed
&fnund them and mostly aromnd the side where the s%0 n cave from. Ve were
not afraid for our lives bul 1% was horrid %0 see flumes all wround us,
We hai lot of raln that swmer and the grase stood very high, which gave
the flanes a better Chance %o spread; but the flames swep® puet lile &
wind with a thundevous noise. When we came éutslde, the prairie wae
black, and worse, ths alr was I Wl of smoke. The third largest stack
of wheat in my fourtsen ac res went up in flumes. ™e thi~d etack, some-
what smaller, I had put ‘neide the breaking near the sod barm, and was
spared. This was my fiest crop. Later, a threshing mathine came ne: by,
and the neighvors huuled this stack on wagone to the machine and threshed
1t. I got fifty bushels from 1%, T was out threshing at the %iue and
Xnev nathung.of 1t. "That's the type‘nf>ﬁeighbora we had in those daye.
When one lost a cov, the neighbors would chip together and buy « cow for

him.



Uany of the settlers' cows that were tled here andthere where there
Wwas green grass, jerked loose and ran. One cow bevame 80 badly burned, 1t
had %o be butchored. Wany lost their.cropQ;,same lost them after it was
threshed und put in the granary. It was Aifficult to meet & fire 1ike
this. The wind threw large bunches of struw over the breaking., The fire
lasted three duyse with & steady wind. Where it came feoom, we do not
know, but 1t covered a territory of not lese then one hundred miles,
The state was unsettl e westward., The fire wtopred when 1t reached the
Bheyenns river,

neighbors, the time I came houe from +hre&hinb, Qng;me”

fire. TIf she would have gone that time she would havebsen right in the
midst of the fira. It 18, afterall, interesting to see how different
Peopio van maat buhh,a"qaﬁuation. Boue cun tuke a glanne and know just
then what %o dq. Othorn get s0 upset and frightened fthey lose their
senses entirely. Here is un exaunplet When one farmer saw the fire
coming towards hils sod house, he lost his nerve and eprang in the sod
house, took a horse hamess and threw 1t in the firs. 1 #hall here
relate a few experiences T had the :iret years. It was in the spring
tWo yeats after this bilg fire. South of us 1% had bumed £6r many ey
but the weather wma‘still, and Mae fire made no hewdway . There were
many large and emall 5lﬁlﬂ:l‘oug;hn. Al)l of R Widen thera  Lame o strong wind
fron the so mh. X

bedg: to realize there wae danger for wy nei&htor i
the wind went ribht in his direction. I then went over to uy othar' ‘
nefghbor who was plowing with hie oxen. Ve decided to plow $wo of the
f\;m':o}vﬁq_ﬁkgeﬁy’qu{ two large sloughs £o0 we ¢ould check the ,ﬂm‘.‘_ Ve tren
Plomwed aroufid the neighbpr{auﬁqqgﬂgkﬁﬁquﬁqﬂ&fg@gﬁwqaJ&Gry highy but

in tha aauth tha fira ad ulreuif ™

'} some of the tall graas and

C;QAAAJ
smoke was thick in the airs. "Then ‘it wak that Jens; w&w‘mm h%”“ﬂ/

:
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lost his senses und before we ¢ould hinder him he had seta fire inside
of the breaking. 1In a minute the flamss were over the housetop. If I
had notleed 1% when he took the match, T would have dragged him outeide

of the breaking. “Bfter a hard fight we saved the builiidng.

AT another tiwe, the same farmer, Plerre, wanted 6o burn soue

- stubble on an eight acre field that he hadn't plowed. As the flames
Camas % the end of the field, 1t ututed ﬁ) burm on the prairie, | But
then Plerre woke up. I was in the barn working at the %ime. I heard
& loud shout. ‘I went out and ther: was Plerre swinging around with his
¢oat in the alr teying to put out theAfim. He &¢ reane and shouted all
the time. ¥Pnte in a while I heasd him say, "0 this is terrible! O tlis
ie terrible! For goodness sakel” I suw there was no dungers T *lought
to mysell, you ought to know better before you ever setifidre $o that,
1% wasn't ysvy niee e% me, but I Leughed so heartily, Theld my stomslk,
1t was -0 coulcal. At las® T barel™ heacd Li. voice. I 'k_}an waont over

- £ire, Pierrel"

and askel him as n‘!@a as T could, "Nld you start a
He wald, "Yes, I never thought 1t worlld s%a-t out like that. There was
a foule there with two wires on, and 1+ was in the pasture.* fHo I e id,
¥Pisrre, come, we'll set a ::”v.vé along the roadside and 1% will die out

by itself,"

It wae daring noon hour. T have never hadiithe NEIAROL taking artest
after dioner becwice T never had the file, so T wen® over to Piesrre to
pags away the time. I found him sleening.on the ben&;h. I sat down ,an“d
took the paper (Scandinavian) to read. T hadn't been sitting there
very long when a 11%%le gi'ﬂ. Came ateming in, “fhg?l’ﬁfb fire in the hen

house. Wake up!" Pierre sprang up and was going toMkke a chew before
‘ \ g going R et o7

he went. The tobacco hox fell on the floor, so he hurried to get his
shioes on and went out, I after him with an empty pail. The hen house Wi

partly sod house along a slough. For a roof, brush and POBTE were Uteds
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Cmn by the c¢hicken ¢elliar, he had, ths yoarhafora,thmshéd a little
outs and I rou the a‘tvm.w pile he had faken some ctraw ad put o;i the
caicken rooi. Betwaen the chiclken house mq, threshed vate was lot:

of straw. Piarfq wantedfo burn fust the little shtww .pne, and then
went back for his after dinner nap. That very dry etemw stack was
burned up in a short time. 'T™he cidckens inslde we?mmina & nolee as
12 nething had hapnened. There Wabk no great damage but v§e carried water
and quenched the fire.

Plerre woudd never <weep quiet when he was invelved in anythmg
11ke tuis, H1ls mouth kept goling all the time, and 1% betame so comical
to ﬁo. I had to laugh when I wouldn't be seen. Pralrie fires are now
a thing of 'the past. But last summer, 1938, a}.]ﬁfm&i’;ﬁ Wae dried
up and thousands of hayctacks were bured in N. Dak., 8, Duk., and
stpne T hado't DLOESS aToumd my hevstacks for T had Bt oms oven that
c¢ould work and that wue loaned to th‘e ne igilbé vy the other oxan was cick.

T worked out Mth Wr, Qlgard's threshing machinesas long as I
¢ould as we needed ths woney Ior h(\‘:‘,e.‘ The prairie fire had moetly
goue hirough whare Olgard was go'ng to thresh., We had guite an awount
©f tro .ble with ths machine one day, s0 Swen Line e was with,
suggested we gather up seed frou the $eees in the woodse. He had the
sams lnterect in %rees tha® I had. MHe gathered the ash ssed and I
gatlisred the box elder. ™e next epring 1 ceeded imedfhe hreaking my

box elder seed. It lailld there 'mo years: I plowed around the north

side where it wo ‘"] 4 come up., Fifty yearts havs passed und nygfirees
are standing high and fresh, |
‘ Sod House |
1o the spring of 1884, vhen the weather p.muf tted, we. roved *n the ;
shanty. The roof and walls were of rouch boards. Lite in the wimier I

got soms men to help me bulldia eod house. T received informatior from
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someone who understool how the sod house should be buflt. The firet thing
was to Iind out -the _‘«mat ;ﬁa\t«arla,l %0 use, and that hathto be a certain

s0d of streong grass roots. m,iound that ulong; & slough. Ve had to break
the chunks carefully, three or four inches thick. We et it in big
chunks, ' mim the ¢ himney was wmade, sand was put between each 1ayér. Ve
left an opening for a double window in the south and east, and for .a‘door

on the norkl,

 where we later bullt & room with a slant 2001, ani a door
ou ths east. Here in the sumwer we had the stove. Ve had five slm logs}
we put one on ths top, one on each side, and cne on the ¢himney. On
these we nallel the rough boards from the shanty, and Bhemput

Ve hm‘ﬂw i ‘: 3

6 three fset long that ve lald layer upon layer next to the

80d 80 as to keep out thse water. Ve laid the sod g ly as we Sut

it, thex; the }_;’o.q‘ss‘@ was Considered ready so far. It yptgsfha;z io fi‘x the
luside, o smooth ouh the walls an wcmt*} e .a. ,ﬁlwtw _msl:l. Ve gve ot
the walls good with a broow so that ths grass pleces should hold the
plastering. We then found some gumbo or white ¢lay on the edge of &
large slough, which we used for the walls. This stayed on the walle use
long as we ifved there (8 yes.). After, my helper, Wr.Krogagard,
suggested we white wash the walle with the same etuif. It bevame quite

@ bilt lighter. Later on, when we could afford 1%, we wh_it“‘ewwhed it
with plaster. It was a good'houw » Warm in the winter uﬂd ool in e
summer. Ue never had fice at night. In ‘th&m veurs v1}\1;. uever emen Iroze
the water in the house. The F‘@i"f wesn 't tmvugh Just {p_x;ég, durin g ble.

c¢loudburst.

After the gruss was humed, T notited there was i Hte % blt of wtone
_6:1 my place. I imagine 1t were the stones that scared away the Fiwit
squatters. "he land was quite rolly and the wtonss were moctiy on the

swall bills. TI've about through with the stones now,csd

1t was fun

dig them as I was used to 1% from Norway. In fifty-three yaéﬁﬁ}ﬁ b SR

&
W
A
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more OT less every year dug up stones and hauled them away in the winter
as I didn't need them. At times I would plaster them and make stone fences,
put the larger stones on the bottom, the small sitones in the middle, the
middle-sized stones on each side. I built the fence three feet high and
it kept the horses, cattle, and pigs out. That was the cheapest and best
fence material that could be found, and still there are many loads of
stones in fields not made use of.

When the grass was burned we found buffalo bones all over. Some were
go—otd—-that—shey-were=b
50 01d they were biried partly in the gound. Ve gathered them up and eo0ld
them at Cooperstown for $8 a ton. At one time I found quite a number of
fresh bones from an ox. They were all ¢ rushed to pileces. I have horns
that were real fresh when I foundthem, the largest I have ever seen.

One Cold Summer Night

There was a dry period in the spring of 1883 and the wheat which was
seeded was nearly withered the firet part of June. We soon got a nice rain
and following, an awful heat wave that made everything grow fast. We also
had lots of rain in June and July. It was ¢0ld and cldudy and the grain
g0t no headway. In the midile of August lot of the wheat was still in
bloom. On the twelfth day of August we were notified from St. Paul that
we had t0 watch the wheat as 1t was prophesied we would get frost in N. Dak.
the 16th of August; 80 we prepared as best we could. We put hay and etraw
on the northwest side of the f ield. Jens Pull, my neighbor, and I werked
together. Between two and t hree o'clock in tte mornir g we made a fire, but
it was just like a drdp in the bucket. We then went over to our neighbor,
¥lling Froiland, to see what he thought about the fire. He was always
very talkative. We found him in the shanty @ooking coffee. It was s0
€old he had to make a I‘re in the stove. He gave us cof fee and something
to eat. We 1it our pipes (Jens used chewing tobacco) ahd took time about

hings. We then went out to look at the thermometer and it showed many
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degreos heat. We dldn't reslize 1% was hanging on the outeide wall from
where the kitchen cl%ove was. Ve went %o our own homes with the best of
hope. In &ha_@mzfng the wheat was freose over u'l W. Dak. dnd mrtm'm
Hinnesota. We whll mmﬁu the Bunday moxning when the sun thawel

the frout from the fialda. "This mxgs a4 new sxperience in this steange

¢country. I had foblel nyself %o seed olve a¢res 0f wheat in Wawch.
I recoived no. 3 grade for my wheat, enough ceed for wyself and a't_lmm._
The greater part of my urop froze. This was quite huvd foe the nes

begl ners au ther were movre or less n debt. This wus a ‘t_ﬂa}; *lc%h j

’:'ﬁhofaa Lrrogulur Nutura'o laws, ¢ woeclally when the rmt;t ucmalowly
: ﬁ#nt royed the vrops. SHome theeshed a 1ittle for ¢hicken feed, others ‘
burned thelr flelds, wome plowed and some drove u roller which ,i’lﬁt_mm
out the atraw,and then plowed 1t. 1 made up my mind I wae going to :jlet
mine Mmd %113 spelngd then I wouldd buen 1% and harrow 1% in. Iplowed
Just twal‘\v‘n asres. T started 30 haul logw Irom the woods near tm |
Sheyenne »iver. Hers was a good (hance. ,ngnen,_ & brother=in-law of
Re €4 Cooper, had gone bankrupt dus to the poor ¢ rops.. He then sold
the woods on one quarter and we could tuke as much as two oxen or horses
nou:t»d‘_;mil » Sor soventy-five cmmﬁ a Josdls T had two oxen that pulled
big loads. T drove howe Lot of nite dn loge. Brother Godfrey who |
stayed with us $hat winter, suggested we builld a log house. He volunteer]
to help bulld 1t.

The next sumser, 1889 was & dey ¢ wwer, The averags got five bushels
to the acre for that whAich wai plowed in the fall. ‘!’MM which wae burned
in the speing and dragged v1th a %ooth harrow, got elghteen bushels. I
was the snow the wind had blown in the etraw, whivh caused the molsture
to get in the gmund, that helved the ¢ wop gwm Then uy neighbor,

Jéus sald, "Yas, the laxy ones get the ¢rop, and 2 that worked o hard

sad plowed, dtdn't get anytiing.® Ho $hat rune around and piloks berries,
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gets the ¢ ropu.® Theve was no emnity with Jens however, as he was &
Chriatian and a good eptimist, This life with all the hard work w~.ﬂ_‘ g
. was a good school for tha beginners. They had to help themsslves
 with whit had to be done. It 18 wondesful what & poerion c¢an do when he
has %0 depend on himself. We tried to be jack of all trades - black-
smith, harness maker, and _bu'whmr. It didn's go so smooth at tim& .
%m exauplent One was going %o butcher

f

but we managed soueway. Hers are
a pig and Prolland's son helped 2;1.m..' He %ovk the ax and was going %o
steike the plg in the heads (a6 was our custom in Norway) but instead
he steak the plg on the snoet. Just then the pig Jumped up and 'mtm‘_@l?
%o run but the man Mmmk 1% on the hack. By that time the animal m‘
50 soarted 1t rtan away. The boy went for the fun but the pilg was like
wild anfmal. He shot 1% at a g rter of o mile dlsetant from the pig.
-Kmmnw ne'lghhor was going w butcher a ~ig. Thevre wore o half dozen
small plgs in the pen and Shey all looked alike. I was going %o be
with and batohor. The boy came with & hummer, ths sam kind of hammer
we used in breaking up the pralrie to thin out the plm“l;m; He ran
around trying %o strike a ;’)E.ﬁt.- At last one fell over. The more we

butchered, the more learne! and better experienceld we tsame,

A Yew Child Play
It seaned as though the ¢ ldren in those days vere always up to
something., Two wmull children played with an empty barrel.

8 b workedl
and worked %o jget 1% up u high hill. They let 1% roll down again, *’hm
one suggestedl ons of thew go in the barrel and get a free ride down the
hili. Wo sooner said than done. '™ie story was %old b me. These $wo
girde are now grown up and experienced housewives., I imagine they have

long wgo forgotten thess ch'ldish pranku.



H. Dak.'s Record ‘!mx

The year 189% 1 u yeur to be Yemowbersd. My nelghbor Jens Bull,
and I mmi a maching whioh was %o tmzmh our chockius Ws had trouble with
the machine more or less, all the MM. One moming we asked the machine
owner to thresh, but he sald, "Aw, go home with vou." We went houe a:m‘lﬂ
srartaed to stack the wheat. This was my luwek . I think «ll $the old
settlors Wikl remenber the reCored year for N. Dak. The wheat bundles
were heavy as wtona and the average yield was 40 to 60 bushels %o the
_ acre., ‘'Those that Sintfshed thelr threshing that fall wers lucky, "fhw
got seventy=-five ¢ands per bashel. |

It was already the last part of 00tober and no sign of getting
;anythmg thresked. There were just u few mihine: around. The ¢ ropu
wars DIg and theree was lote of raln thad fall. Then we heard of two
i men by the names of Qualey and Johnuon nesar Mardell who wanted %o sell
thelr machine. MWy nelghbor, Mr, Ashland, and myself declded to buy thiw
machine for §600. We had to promise %o thresh three of thelr jobs that
was loft on thelr route. It went fine. Ve hatl good weather and was through
in & week. Qualey and Johnson were pald §600. Ve owmned the mathine
with no debt against 1%. We moved the machine %o our own farm on the other
side of Coo-eratowng but bef re we moved the heavy machine, the first
8now came. We suth had two oxen. It was a jobh to pull %he heavy mahine
. through the looss wnow, | |

Asiland had prowtsed to thresh some olacks for Chriutian Les, four
miles south of Coopersatown, butb ‘I told him he ought %t save his own
firet wnleh st%ood in shock. "Aw, what's the differvence. "he collectors
will %ake 1% all and I'1l get nothing." He woved his rig %o Lee's place.
We sure found out méw hard A% was %o thresh with a dmz:» ma¢hiine full of
snow and froete It got so cold we had %o kesp firve in the machine all
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night, We M&lw‘! water fvom Coopewstown. The water frose in the tank
50 there wae fust s Little plave open for the water. We had %o sweep
and pound the srow off the statke. It wen$ veal heavy through the
machine. The straw Carrier began %o trouble, so we threw 1% away. Ve
w8t two ;ﬁm to mﬁhing straw in a fire which we wtarted. This was &

hard 36& and the men wovrked hard.
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A memory from 34 vears aéo.

At Stavanger Laget in Williston, I met a man who, when he heard

I was from Cooverstown, related that he had been there in threshing in
~the fall of 1891, in a snowstorm and zero weather. He was with a party
who had bought a threshing machine from someone who wished to quit
threshing as a business. Is that so, said I, it was my neighbor,

0. Ashland and mveelf that were along. The story is this:

Another meighbor, Jens Bull, and I had contracted for a machine
to thresh shocks but that machine had been giving trouble and it was
delaved. One morning I went oﬁer together with Jens and asked them‘to
come and thresh, We received the curt reply: "Oh, go on home with you."
Well, I went home and hegan to stack and that was later my good luck,

The 0ld settlers will remember that the winter of 1891 is the
record vear for a wheat crop in North Dakota. It ran commonly 40-50 bu,
to the acre. Those who were able to thresh that fall made good money
at the current price of 75¢ per bushell.

It was nearing the end of October and still no prosnects of
getting the threshing done. There were few machines, a heavy crop and

much rain that fall, It was Qualey and Johnson that wanted to sell
their thresher. Neighbor Ashland and I agreed between us to buy the
machine for $800; but we had to promiseto thresh three jobs they had
~—alreadv contracted for. It went well. We had nice weather, finished
T the threshing for the three farmers., These were sunnosed to pay for
the threshing direct to Johnson and Qualey and it amounted to $300, Now
we owned the machine free of encumbrance., We could then move to omr

own farms on the other side of town; but before we could move the

heavy machinery, the first snow came and two pair oxen for each machine

had all thev could do to pull them in the loose snow, Ashland had



promised to thresh some stacks for Christian Lee, four miles south of
Coonerstown, but he ought to try to save his own crop, thought I. "Oh,
shaw, the Eollectors will take it all and I won't get anything anyway."
But the collectors took 12% on the papers which were good for several
years.

N Now we Burenfound out how impractical it wasttotthresh with
dteam engine in snow and frost; it became so cold we had to keep the
/engine going all night. We hauled water from town, four miles. Ice
formed around the edges of the water container so there was onlv a small
canacity in the middle for water. We had to sweep and beat the snow off
the stacks, and it went heavily and slowly through the machine. The
straw carrier troubled allethe time so we discarded that and two men
pitched the straw, This was a hard job so these two could not spare
themselves,

Then we moved to my farm., It was continually bitterlv cold.

One night we kept on til 8:00 P, m, We set fire to each bucking straw

to give light for the laborers., It was so cold that when a person did
not work they would have‘to go in the house and the Little new log house
was pretty small, but the strangers were gone for the most part, so the
neighbors were helping all they could, To keen the workers in good humor,
I bought a box of cigars, my partner who was "wet" treated whiskey to
those who caréd for it.

I gave up threshing a couple oat stacks and some bundles of millet
in _order to help my brotherinlaw Aarestad thresh his wheat stacks. We had
Threshed abrut half of his wheat when we had a terrific snowstorm sb-our
threshing machine was snowed under which stood between two half stacks.
Then Aarestad gave up.

A few davs 1ater when it looked like better weather was in the

offing, Emil Krogsgaard came and offered to push the machine out and



N
:

§

i
move %ﬁ over to his stacks if we woulddthresh for him. And that weht :g 1
good.j Byt he was unable to get out enough men but we threshed 1200 -
bushe{s.; Bv‘this time it was way out in December. Those who threshed
inntﬁglgpring, among these my partner, had to sell the wheat for feed
at 241254,

When I think back to those days, it seems almost unbelievable
that we could keep on threshing under such circumstances, but thevy all

helped the best thevy could and we did it,

I sold my share in the machine in:<the spring following for

what I could get.













