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To wr i te  an crCinerr . r  s tor" r  is  d- i  * f  ic r - r l t  but  to  r . : r i te  a s tor l '
w n i c h  i s  t t : r e  a n d  a t  t h e  s e . m e  t l n e  i n t e r e s t i n . t  a s  w e l r  a s  r e l a t i n g
a 1 - i .  i t e ' r s  : f  ' ! n t e r e s t  p e r t a i n i n a  t c  t t - e  s ' r b j e c t  a t  h a n d  j  s  q ' : r i t e  t
d i f  ferent  unr i .er tak 'Lng,  and s, : r l -  is  n : ;  task set  bef  ore ne in  at te=rpt in : : .
t c  v r r i t e  t he  h l s to r j f  : f  o r r r  wo : ' t h l /  c i t i - zen ,  " r r .  Am,_ rn11  i i l be r t son .
I "  ? *  s u r e ,  f  d i i l  f e e l ,  a  l i t t l e  e ' t b a r r a s e e d .  a s  w e l l  a s s  o p p r e s s e d ,
l rav in6 i  t o  do  th j  s ,  b , r t  v i h i l e  ha r r i ng  ny  i n te rv ie rv  f  so rn  fb i ; o t  a l " i  c f
t i ' i - t  - a ld  en  j  : l r ed  r v i t h  h iu  a .11  these  he l ' nen | - r r , r r  I  and  i nc i+e - t i ,  an r i  11ved
I i t !  h i r n  1 n  p a r t  a t  l e a s t  t i . e s e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  T f  T  c a n  . r r a n a g e
l - y  l i f e ,  i n  s u c h .  w a y  a s  t o  a c c o n p l i s h  a s  n r r e h  a c c o r C i n g l y ,  f  s n d t t
f  ee1 i  t  r i re l l  wor th.  wi : i le .

The  s to ry  tha t  f o l l ows  i s  i n  a  s ' na l l  ? iay  the  ' r cs t  i n te res t i nE  han -
p e n i n r : s  c f  h i s  l l f e

L I r .  A ,n ' rnd  G i l be r t son  r /a  s  l r o rn  A ' r : r : s t  22 ,  1e5?  i . n  r t a l r ' es ,  l r o r . , ' s1 ' .r l i s  : no the r rs  na "ne  was  S iE r iC ,  Gr - r l sda r - rgh te r  61 r r1 !  i i  s  f e the - - . . t .  np , re  l vas
Culb: :an " i i ' ' ke1son.  ?her6 ' rere f  or l r  Igr , ,s :  i . : l i l  {?r ]T s j . r :1 . : ,  in  tbe f6 . : r i l r r
anc l  he  wa .s  the  seven th .  Te  i vas  b ,o rn  on  a  f ' a rn  wh ich  was  l oca ted  r i qh t
on  th  e  f  j  o rd  .  ' rThe  *ev l l ngen t t  .  The  f  a r :n  cove rec i  abo r : " t  2O.  ac res  o f  

-

wh  j " ch  abou t  g i l  ac reo  r re re  r : nde r  c , : l t i r r a t i on .  r i r c  3  . . ' a r , , l t  i n  t hose  r i ays
in  l r o " r va l r  haC one  to  two  and"  th ree  hc rses .  The i r  l i v l " i hooC ea l l e  f ron
herd i r t g ,  f  i  sh i_nq :  a  nC  1o r - ; . i  ng .

T n  l 8 l J l  a t  t h e  a g ' e  c f  ? ?  1 ' s 6 1 ' s  h e  d e c i . r l e d  t o  c o n e  t o  t h e  r l n i t e d
S t a t e s  l i ' r : : - , :  h e a r d  o f  v r c n C r c ' . r s  p o s s i t l i l i t i e s  i n  t h i s  l a n C ,  o f  g r - r - T S .

T t  t o o ' i  h i ' n  a b c u t  l - ?  C a l r s  t o  c o " n e  a c r o s s  t h e  A t l i l n t i c  O e e a n  a n {
abo l t  t : r ro ' . r a . r s  on  t i : e  t r l r t t t  Qe3r  tak in ,q  passa re  Dn  the  0 ' rna r r !  I _ , i ne .' " e  l a : : r i e d  a t  B o r t o n  l n s t e a r i  o f  l r e w  y o r r .  a s  b c a t s  d , r  n o w .  H i s  s i s t e r
and  he r  h r : sba r ' ' r j  cane  a l  so  r v ' i " t h  h i r "n .  F rc "n  Bos ton  he  . : , e r r t t 6  rgpse t  t ,
f  o ' r va .  I l e  cons ide red  se t t l - i n ;  t he re  Dr r t  as  a . l 1  t he  1an . l  l ' r as  a l read .y
t a l r i n g ,  a n d  n o n e  t o  b e  h a d  f o r  1 e " s  t h a n  t e n  d o l l - a . r s  p e r  a c r e ,  h e  O e -
c i r l ed  to  seek  f  o r  l an r l  e l ! - se r , ; he re .  Ee  l e f  t  To r , ra  abo r r t  l , { ay  1? ,  lUB1  a r rd
wen t  as  fa r  b - r '  r a i1 rop , r  as  B lenchard  r  l , ! .  l ak .  ,  where  the  ra i i r oac i  ha r1
a l ready  bee" r  b . ' i 1 t .  F r i o . r  t he re  he  ' r en t  t o  t he  Goose  F . i ves r i c i n i t y .
I r e  i n t e n " r e d  t o  s e t t l e  h e r e  b r r t  a l , 1  t h e  l a n , t  w a . s  t a l r e n  h e r e  t o o ,  s o
fo r rnd  he  had  t c  Eo  wes t  aq : ' i . n .  l r e  s ta l re r i  i n  C Ioose ,R ive r  r / a l l €y  abo r r t
?ne_  ncn th ,  t hen  cene  ou t  he re  r , " r i t h  p rcsnec to rs ,  b ' r t  i n  Ju -ne  re t rL rned .
i O  C o o s e  R . i v e r  e r a i n  a n d  s t a l ' e r l  t h e r e  t i 1 1  t t e  1 2  o f  l e c e u b e r  v r o r k l n g ,
t h e n  h e  l v e n t  t o  t t s c c n s i ; r , : n l :  s t a ; , ' e d  t i e i e  t i l l -  l { a r c h  w o r k i l g  i n  a
Iu :noe t  canp ,  co rn ing  back  i n  t he  so r inq  to  l l oos  R . t ve r  \ ra l1ey .

f n  t h o s e  r l a y s  o n e  h a C  t o  n a k e  t h e  b e s t  c f  o p p o r t ' r n j t i e s  a n ' r ' e a r n
ex t ra  do l l a rs  r , ' l  e " r f ve r  pose ib le .  Tha t  sp r i n r : :  a  n ' - : ' l oe r  o f  t he l r  i n -
c l ' : d . i nq  Tve r  T i . c rnpson ,  To r rce l  r : sho l t ,  T i ro r  i a ie r ,  anc l  a  -e , i - , I  o t i : e rs
a. I l  ca 'ne here seeklng * 'or  l .anr ' l  .

T r a v e l i n E _ t n e n  w a s  n o  e a s \ , r ' n a t t e r  a n d  t h e i r  o n l y  w & y  w a . s  b y  f o o t ,
f  o l l ovv i -ng  ne re l y  F  ,D re ' i  r i e  t l e i l .

Having hearC of  Led i1 i i1 l -o l t  La le ard i ts  sce- i .c  bear : t - r r  anrL the in-
s t i n C t  O f  s e t t l i n s  n o r - n  + i : 1 [ 3 3 ; n i t  - . . ' a t e r  n e 3 r  r s h i C h  t h e 1 ,  i i a d ,  l i v e d  a l l
t h o i r , ' l i r r a o  

"
ur rE r r  : -Lvc 'D ,  t hey  i ' , - en t  i he re  l : r n in ;  tO  f  i n i  x l : a t  t I - r  e r r  r -An teJ .  T {o r l e ' . / e r ,
ihe l -enrL r ' ras tOo rO11i .ng anr l  toc s ton ' ' "  sO they ret . r r rne,J  here.  : . .e
' r i  s i - tedet  , i ' i i11ow Lal re f  or  two , : ' !a3 's  wi th  acoi :a in tanees hovever .  1 :e f  i1e. - i
on j rar /  2 ,  18tJ?r  on the nor theast  arLar ter  -  Seet . i  on ' t  n  Ranre Eg vrest ,
: , ' h e r e t h e  s c h c o i  h c ' r s e  i  o  n o . l ' - i ; ; u ; ; ; - ; ; ; ' 1 ; " ; ; ; ; ;  i o ' , i o  ; ; i * - ; "  . o o  t o
go  to  Fa rgo ,  l o r th  l l a l : : c t r .  ' Fe  wa lked  to  ] , r e11y i11e  and  f rom t i r e re  he
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t o o k  t h e  t r a l n  t l  E a r . r o .  F i l i n g  i n  t i : o s e  r t a y s  c o s t  f r o m  t l 6  t o  f l u
on l i r .  l l non  co ,n r -n i  oack  he  pu t  [ p  

"  
1og  cac in  and  i n  1?83  begar

l r rea i r i n . l  l r i t h  a  pa i r  o f  oxen  wh ic i ,  he  bcugh t  no r ' h  . o f '  Po r t l : r , 1 ,  : I .  l a i r . ,
f o r  wh :  ch  l re  pa i c l  1130 .  Ra the r  a r i s toc ra t i c  nanc*q  t . ne3 .  had . ,  l u l<e  anC
l i n e  !  T i t h  t h e s e  s t e a C l r  c x e n  h e  b r o k e  a o o i r t  3 i  a c r e s .

Tn  138?  be t ' c re  f i l i ng  on  h i s  l and  he  wc rkeC on  i i l e  Cooper  ranch
rece iv i -n ' -  t he  nagn i  f  i cen t  s r : ' , n  o f  J t? -0n  e  day  l n  ha rves t  en . - r  t h resh i -ng .
T h e r e  

" ? e r e  
J 1 ?  s h o c k e r s  a n d  1 9  b i n d e r s  s o  a n e  c a n ; r a g i n e  w h a t  a  l a r g e

f a r n  i t  l v a s  i n  t h o s e  d a . r s .  T t  w a s  h e r e  ' r r .  G i ' b e r t s o n  r n a C e  b i  s  - i , r s t
acc : i a in tance  v r i t l r  t r e  r i pe  to :na tc .  T t  r vas  r rnCcub ted l l r  e  c t : eap  f cod  fo r :
i t  was  se rveC in  p lace  c f  cu r  co " r1 ' . ' l on  food  t r sa r -1sg . t t .  By  add" ing  sonne
s u g a r  r t  w a s  q r i i t e  a  d i s n .  F o r t ' r n 3 f s 1 - v  f o r  i r t m ,  h e  l i l q e d  t h e t  e n i l  t h e
tOmatO has  been  h i  s  ' ' T  j  enF  . , , . i r ?1 "  s i  nce .  Ano the r  i nc l -d .en t  l . . r h rch  he  re_
la ted  v las  t i r e  p rc ] r l e rn  o f  d r i h ! { i ng  y la te r  w i t i r  sc  " ranv  sh?e l r r : r * .  T t
r i e p t  o n e , ' n a . n ' b u s v  a . l - l  , i a y  1 . o o g ,  h a r r l l n g  w a t e r .  T h i s  h e  d - i d  b l ' h a " v l n g
e  ]n re ra  1 ' ra ry  i n  a .  b r l r  1 ,  gc ina  f r c r l  one  ' nen  to  the  nex t .  B I r  t he  t i r ne- ' - * t J v ! v l . : &

t h e  l a g t  o n e  h a d  b e e n  w a t e : r : e d  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  w a . s  u a i t i - n E .
There  v {e re  no  fnc i i ans  l i v i . ng  he re 'when  l ' i r .  S r l be r t son  ca ' r re  b r r t  he

f - req " ten t l y  t a .11 'ed .  w i th  Tnd ians  go in r  t h rough  the  coun t r l r  who  were
d i g q i n g  I t s n a k e  r o o t s t f  .  T h e - e e  w e r e  t o  b e  u s e d  * o r n e d l c i n a 1  p r l r i l o s e s .
The  g ib r  q l ' _  t ra i l  and  c ross i .ns ,  however ,  v l e re  ve ry  ev i , ' l en t ,  t h i  s  hav ing
been  t t sec l  b -v  3 ib1e1r  when  on  h i  s  rqa l ,  t o  f i qh t  rnd ians  a t  t he  ' , ' iBso ' r r i
r i v e r .

I n  1 8 U 4  f i v e  i - . r ? s . r l o r e  l y e r e  b r o k e n ' r n  o n  w h i c h  h e  r a l s e d  1 3 0
b u s h e l s  o f  w h e a t .  J n  l l , g 5  h e  b r o k e  J l  a c r e s . T o r e  o n  w h i c h  h e  r a l s e r l
1000  bushe ls  o f  v rhea t .  I l e  so l ,C .  pa r t  o f  t h i s  rece i v lng  the  pa l t r y  su r l
_ ? f # . ? 9 - p e "  b r , s h e l .  f n  t h e  s a ' n e  y e a r  h e  b o u g h t  a  p l o w  e n C  h a r r o i , r  j . n
l . { avv i l l - e  b r : t  bo r r cweC a  d r i l 1  t o  seed  i t  w i {n .  A t  t h l s  t i ' ' r e  t he  reaper
had no b inCing at tach:nent  r - rg  now b ' r t  the gra in l i ras bcund b5r  hand. .  r i1

ihu  { :? I  1 : : t 3  t h ree  l l e i ghbc lq  wen t  t o re t i : e r  end  nou ,qh t  a  r -ee ' r I a r  b in r i e r
f  

" I  1 2 4 0 ,  t h i n l r i n  t h l  s . w o u l l  s o l v e  t h e i r  h a r v e s t i n g  p r o b l e ' r s .  T t  h a d
a  6  foo t  c r : t  and  " ' cCorn tck  ' na1 re ,  b r r t  i t  p rove , l .  ' r nsa . i J . s fae to ry .

The  l r r l e  o f  t he  t rees^anC s ign !  o f  v . r , : t e r  p roved  toc  s t rong  f c r :
11 r .  C i l be r tBon ,  an { l  i n  1886  he  :ncved  f ro rn  the  p ra i r i e  i l ov rn  nea i  t he
banks  c f  t he  Shevenne  r i r re r  l r l i e re  he  L tved  f c r  "na .n1y  l / ea rs ' rn t i . l  : nov ing
t o  t h e  h o r n e  w h e r e  h e  n c w  l i v e s .  T h i s  t i n e  t o o  h e  b u i l t  a  1 o e  c a b i n
f  o r  h i s  f - i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .

Fooc i ' ras not  ab ' l r ' r  - lant  t :u t  h9 s f ' ; . '611 's  i i : , i  a1 l l .  necessi  t i  es,  never
e x p e r i e n C i n g  t : ' , n g € l ' ,  r r n i c l  " r n n J r  p i c n e e : r s  l r _ d  ' ' r O i r  t h e  L a c t ' c f  f o o c L .  ' r e
'co i ;  s ls  o f  n* Iv in ; l *hed one , r i -1cn '  cb ' , - , . '  i r t  th ls  t i rne,  br_: t  anparent l r , ,
P i o ' e e r i q ; q  r a s  i O O ' n . r c h  f o r  h e r ,  f o r  g h e  b e c e , t e  t a r t s l e . , r : :  i n _  h e r
p i cke t  r cpe  and  con ' "n i t t ed -  s , r i c iCe  b r '  , - l r own in : : , .  T iaas ine  the  l oss  !

C h i c k e n n  u e r e  n c t  c o . i l o n  t h e n ,  h e  h a v i n f  n o n e .  T q o  o x e n  a n C  o n e
co i r r ,  wh  i 1e  the  cow 1 i ve ,J  ,  r r ye re  e11  h r  s  ] rossess i  on "s  .

C o n d i t i o n s  t h e n  l . r e r e  s i " n i . l e r  t o  n f r n i  a . s  f a r  a s  l y h e e t  f t O T g  g l : c e s .
l " i hea t  so l . c i ,  f o *  Fs  1 i t t 1e  es  u .3n  po r :  b r r she l -  b r - r t  f l o r r r  so l r i  qo r  S5 .OO
per 10f  pcun. 'Cs.

" ! roce r i  es  he  bo r : rqh t  i n  Coope : : t - ' ! l r ' , n  f gy  the  ra ' i l r oaJ  ea re  he re  i ' . 1
18e3 .  nhe  r rea r  1893  j  s  na r t i e ' r , - l _p r1 r r  1g ,1s , r [61s r - t  on  aeeOr r -n t  o i ,  t he  1ac l r
_o l_  1a in ,  no  ra in  e t  e .1 l  i r n t t l  "T r : - l - J r  3 ,  r , " rh i ch  res ' r t t e r i  i n  ve rv  poo r  c rcps .
188 '3  l qa ,q  aq r in  x ry l  1gg"  was  aga , i n  re . , re rbe : :ed  as  an  Odr i  _vea r r -  t he re
being ncth ing prabt :ea, l - ' l r r  r :a j -sE' ' i .  br : t  "n i .g  i , ;eed"s.  "  Tn 1SS* Fn ext re,nel_1,
heav"z  f r : s t  r r i  s i t e  C  th i  s  l oca l i t ' r  ' - r d  t ne  n ; -En t  o f  A 'E r : s t  14  sav , .  t he
c r o p s  1 l : t C  E 8 s : * e .  $ c  o n e  c a n  q ' r i t e  r e a l l z e  i r h a t  t i : i s - h p . i : l s l i r :  ' n e i n t
t o  t h e p i c n e e r s ,  , : s p e c i , a l ' l  r r  f  r r  t h o s e  y j L t h  l a r l : e  + a * l i 1 i s s .
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l ' { r .  3 i1be : r t son  to ld -  an  an r rs ing  s to ry  i n  : : ega rd  to  th i$  : / e f f r .  a
ce r ta " tn  p ioneer  fam i l y  whssg  n r - tn ' be rs  LJe re  ra the r  l a rge  were  ne ighbars
o f  h i s .  ' i ne  o f  t he  o lde r  q i r l s  wa-c  a t  Eope  work ing  and  he r  yo r r i , ; e r
s i s t e l  w ; . i s  ' ' $ ' i t h  h e r  a t t e r C i n g  s c h o o l .  A f t e r  t h i s  i e a v l r  f r o s t  s n e ' r s a s
e x t r e ' r e l l '  u r o l r i e i  i n  r e g a r r i ' t o  t h e  u e l f a r e  c f  r : e r  p e o p l e .  u e  s i  s t e r
v rho  wag  a lwar rs  an  on t i - " r j  s t  d iC  no t  qu i te  see  i t  t h .q t  wa l , ' .  The  01^ .7
s i s t e r  o n e  d h t ,  s a l r j . ,  " T  c a ' " , * c t  * s E ' ; i h a t  t h e  f o l k s  w i l . 1  d o ,  n o y r  t h a t  t h e
v : h e a t  i  s  g o n e  l t t  t t n o  r  n  s h e  s a i d ,  "  t h e r e r  e  n o t h i n s  t o  d o ,  t l e l r  w i 1 l .
j u s t  n a v e  t o  e a t  f y o z e r  n e a t . ' r

I n  1e91  the ' r  expe r ienceC a  b r l npe r  c rop ,  so  q r r ch  so ,  t he t  t hev  had
n e v e r  h a d  o n e  l i k e  i t  i n  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s .

$ c c i a l l ] r  t n e t r  e 1 1  s e e n e d  t o  b e  o n  t h e  s a - r e  l - e v e l ,  a n d  t h e  g o c d  o l d
hosp i ta l i t v  vvh i ch  wE s  ex tende . r -  t c  3ne  e i rd .  a l  I  i n  t hcse  da -1 rs  see  r s  to
f i ave  been  fo rgc t te , r  o r  e l se  i t  i s  t ha t  r ' ; e  a re  no t  l n  s l / , npa th l r  w l th
o n e  a n o t h e r t  s  p r o b l e n s  a . s  t h e y  w e l : e  t h e n .

P ic l< ing  b ' r f  f a l -o  bones  , ' , ' as  en  i nd . ' r " s t r l . r  i n  wh lch  ' 1 r .  Gr lbe r t son  r vas
e r ' ' 1oved  fo r  a  wh1 le  and  fo r  wh i - ch  he  rece i ved  1 t20  a  ton .  t sovusysy .
. h .  d i d  : r o t  g o  i n t o  i t  a s  h e a v i l v  a s  : n a n v  o t | e r s  a s  h e  t ' e 1 t  h e  ' r r r s t  , 1 p ! r s
u s e  o f  h i s  t i m e  l r n ' , r o v i n g  h i s  r : ' ' " ' : .

H e  h a s  e n i o y e { l  h u n t f n g , c e e r  h e r e .  J o h n  P t t c h ,  a -  " l o r e  o r  1 e . q s
t r a l o e r  e n c i .  h e ' r s e d  t o  g c  h ' r n t i n E  r v i t h  h i m  a n d  a t  o n e  t i n e  t h e l r  s h o t  a
deer  we j . , qh lng  abo ' r t  8Oo  po r rnds .

lThen  Es l r s i  i f  he  reca l l eC  an ' , , '  hao ren i -nq  o f  na r t i e r l l - a r  l n te res t ,  he
to ld  ebou t  ' vhe r  gc ln r  t o  b r r v  h l s  oxen .  0n  h i  s  v rav  ho 'ne  he  was  ea r rgh t
Ln  a  b l l z , za td  wh ieh  n ro ' red  so  seve re  thp t  bo th  h i  s  ea rs  were  so  ba .d . l - v
f  : : o z e n  t h a t  t h e v  b r - r . r s t  c c e n  a s  a n  i ' { t e r  e f f e e t .  I { e  d i d  n o t  t e k e  h r  s
o x e n  w i t h  h t n  w h e n  h e  b o r r s h t  t h e ' 1 ,  b ' r t ' l : e n t  b e . e r <  t o  p o r t l _ a n d  f o r  t h e , n .
f l o i n r - .  n l t a l .  l : a , : i e n t  O n  S k i i S .  T h e  S r r n  e n c l  S n , f r i  T I e r e  S C  e l a r l n E  a n c Jr -  V

da .zz l t ng  tha t  he  beca re  f r ' no r i /  : e1 i . n , i ' r  TJn i ch  l as te r i  two  ' 51 rs ,  t 6e  nos t
pa " in ' ' u1  ex r :e r i ence  he  can  reca1 l .  L ' g  r ' i os  de laveC f c r  sone  t j . r ae  a t
Po r t l . a r . r l  and  when  con ing  back  the  oxen  had  to  sv r i n  a  c ree l c  they  ha  to
c r o c ' w i : l i c h  h a r i  b e e n  s o  s w o l l e n  f r c r  t h e  s p r j n g  t h a v  t h a t  b o t h  h e  a n d
the  oxen  l i ve re -nea r l y  r i r owned .  Darkness  ove r tock  the "n .  The : r  f i . na l1y
cal ] le  tc  an o1.1 shae]e rvhere thev ealnped over  n jc l r t  wl tncu. t  a .  b l te  of
s r l ppe r  f  o r  b rea lq fas t .  Aoou t  nocn  the  r :ex t  -a . "  

t hey  reached .  0phe i ' n rs
v ' I he re  f  ocC  eo r :1d  pg  Ig r l . L ]h t  I  a ia in  tnan r " f ' _ r ' l _  t ha t  t i _ .e  t r i p  . ; as  ) ve r .

$ome s {  t he  p ioneers  i ' r .  3 , i . 1be r t son  f  requen t l r r  v i s i t ee  l ye re  John
F i t c h ,  J o h n  A t c h i l o n ,  l , ' l r .  v e t  P o r r n d ,  c h a r l i e  p i a t t ' ,  a n < j  ' n r .  p a r k .

1 ' f r .  $ . i 1be r t son t .$  g rF t "n  i * res  th resheC.  b r , '  I . , 1 r .  $wen  , f l aaa r r j .  f c r  t he
f  i r s t  4 - -5  ] rea rs ,  pa - ' ' r i i r  us ' ra111 ;  r t . 05  pe r  b r r she l - .  A f  t e r  e  wh t le  he
b e c a n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n "  i t  t o o  a n d  b o r r q h t  a  t l r e s h i n q  r j - e  o f  h i s  o w n .

B ' rgg ies  were  an 'unkn l r r y - ' l , : x ' r r y .  l { e  was  the  n rouH.  owner  c f  a  l : : "mber
wag?n  wh ich  p roved  ve ry  sa t i s fac to ry  wh i l e  i t  r a ined  bu t , , 1 r . r r r , nq  61 'O
wea the r  t he  t i r es  , i ; e re  a l r i r a ' ' r s  ' n i ss ing .

B l r  t he  nos t  c .q re fu l  econo lny  e  1 i t l 1e  ! ' j ea l t h  wa$  acq rs i  re , ' i ,  eve r j t
- yea r  9d?1"S  e  sna l l  s r1 'n  to  the  nes t  eg : .  Fa rn  :nach ine r l i  i np rcved ,  road .sr i / a ? 6 ' n r r i ' l +  l r o n e s  f i t e r e  e n l a r g e d  o r  n e w  o n e s  b ' r ' i 1 t ,  t h e  p r i e b  o f  . g r a l nL v 4 V  v ' t L L U ,  l l

e .dvanceJ ,  and  l vhea t  s t i l 1  rena inec l  k i ng  o f  r_ ra ins .  t ro rb  l anC was
b o u g h i  t o  r a i s e : n o r e : r a - l n  t o  s e l l -  v n o r e  w n e a t ,  t o  e : e t  m o r e ' r o n e : r ,  t o
b ' , - : ' , /  q lare 1anC, and sc the *qtor . r /  goeg.

-  
' ^ :owever ,  t he re  ca ' re  the  p rob le 'n  o f  e ! i ve rs i f i - ed "  f a r rn ing  en , l  weed

e r a C i c a t i o n .  T h L s  c o , n p e 1 1 e 1  t h e  f a r m e r s  t o  p : r t  f o r t h  n o r e  e f f o r t  i n
_' f l  r ' l  i  nq .
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A n ' i n d .  G i l  c e r t s o n  {  c o n t i n u e d  )

r . " r .  G i l be r t son  f  i nd ing  he ' l  p  a  se r i  c ' r . s  p r3b l - t  : . l ec i . i Led  he  i : a r1  Dee t
ac t i r re  l ' i : -  enougn  sc  ren te l  i : i s  f p r l s .  l j e  has  a lq ' . t " r s  bee l  i n -
t e r e s t e d  i n  i m p r c v e : n e r t s ,  b e t t e r n e n t  i n r l  e d , r e a t r o n ,  i r - v i n i l  s e r v e r l
o n  t o v r n s h i p  b r a r C s  a s ' , l i r e c t o r  o r  v e r i - o r r s  : r s a n i z a t i  o n s  a - n d  t l : e  1 i r . e .

l { r .  S l l b e r t  s o n  w f i  s  n a r r i  e C  t c  ' r e  r l /  F i t c h e r  i n  1 8 8 8  ,  h e r  * a t t t e r
too  be ing  a  p loneer .  To  t i : e " "n  " i i i e re  bo rn  5  ch j l d ren ,  t h ree  o i  y , ' t  ] ' .
a r e  1 1 v i n l .  T h e - . . a r e  " T e . : 1 .  i ' .  L r : n d e ,  J r .  l i v i n g  h e a r  t h e  S h e y e n n e
in  Sve r r i r ; i 1 :  t o r , vn .<h i  p ,  ' i t ' q .  F red  ' 1e1gar : i  l i v i : : g  a t * tTace  C i t1 , t ,  t l .  Dak .  ,
e -nd  ' j r g .  L loyd  

'V .  
R .oen  c f  Fc r$o ,  ' i T .  i a l . .

F e  i  s  n a l r i n g  h i s  h o m e  w i t h  h i  s  r , i s r r g l i f  s a ,  n r r s .  L r r n d e ,  h i s  w i i ' e
pa  ss in {  E i : rg r3  ove r  ?O yea rs  agc .

r . "a  rd sh i  ps ha. , re  
'bee.  

i *Arr re. l  ,  d i  sarrnointnents inet  ,  an, l  
' !  

over i  ones
ta ten  awa1 , ' ,  . r re t  he  i s  ac t i ve  and .  a le r t .  ' 1n less  i l now i .nE  no  one  l vo r r l d
$ r l e s s  t i - e  e l a n : e  t h r t  h a s  c c m e  o v e r  t h t s  s t a t e  a ! :  o r 1 r s .  t - t e  h a s  v i s i t e d
h i  s  h o n e  l a n i  ,  l i ' o r ' ' ' f  - r ,  t ' r i r i c e  s i  n c e  c o ' r i n s  h e r e ,  t n e  1 e  s t  t r i p  v i t h i n
f o r t r  J ' e a r - q  p a s t ,  y e t  h e  i s  a h a l r s  s o  h a n n r /  t c  e c n e  b i : c k  t o  n i s  o w n
c o u n t r ! ,  t h e  l l r i i e C  $ t a t e s ,  a n i i  t o  h l s  o v , r n  s t a t e  l l c r t h  D a k o t a .

I  t j gh ' t  q )  on  te l l i r q  e rne r iences  b , " r t  f  ca . l ' e  t r i eC  to  ge t  t . he  ncs t
i m p o r t a " t  f ' r c t s  F s  h e  s e e s  i , t  i . n  h ' . q  ' , i f  e ,  a . . " . r 1  b c p e  r  h a v e  l r r . c c e e r l . e r L
a t  1 e a . s t  i n  p a r t  ,  , r )  w r - i t i  r . r  h i  s  p i o n e u o r  , L a l r s .

- - T g i : h e r  l I i a r
'  

! i  - . "

1 Y .
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Blogra.phy of Anund. Gllbertson
- -Es ther  NJaa

i
To wrl te an- ord. lnary story ls dl f f lcul t  but  to wr l te a story whlch

1s true and. at  the same t lme lnterest lng as wel l  as relat lng al l  l tens
of- lnterest  portalnlng to the subJect at  hand. ls qul te a dl f ferent
}.nde1taklng, and. such ls ny task set before me 1n atienptlng ro wrlte
the hlstory of our worthy clttzen, &1r. Amund. Gllbertson: fo be sure,

dld feel  a l1t t le enbarra-ssed a,s wel l  as oppreesed, havlng to d-o
th1s, but whl1e havlng my lntervlew I  soon foigot al l  of  th l ;  and enJoyed.
wlth h1n all these happenlngs and. 1nc1d.ents, and. 1lved wlth h1n ln
part  at  least  these years ln the past.  f f  I  can manase my l1fe,  1 i l
such a way as to accompl lsh as much aceord. lngly,  I  shal l  feel  l t  wel l
worth wh11e.

The story that  fo l lows 1s ln
happenlngs of  h ls L1fe.

a smal l  way the most lnterest lng

1\1r. Amund. Gllbertson was born August 22, 1857 1n Valdres, Norway.
Hls motherrs name wss Slgr ld Gulsd.augShter a.nd" hls fatherrs na.me was
Gulbran hllkkelson. There were four boys and. four g1r1s ln the fanrlly
and" he was the seventh. He nas born on a farn whlch wag located. rlght
on the f 'Jord,  aThe Nevl lngsntt .  The farm covened. about 2OO acres of
whlch about trO acres were und.er cultlva.tlon. Each farm ln those d.ays
ln Norwa"y had. 1 to 2 and S horges. Thelr  l1vl1hood came from herdlng,
f lshlng, and logglng.

In 1880 at the age of 22 years he d.ecid.ed. to come to the Unlted
States havlng heard.  of  wondrous posslbl l l t les ln th ls la"nd of  ours.

Tt  took hlm about 12 days to come e.cross the At lant lc ocean anct
about 2 d.a-ys on the North Seartaklng Ds.ssa.ge on the Cunard. l1ne. He
landed. at  Boston lnstead. of  New York a.s boats d-o now. Hls s lster and
her husband. came also wl th hlrn.  From Boston he went to Kensett ,  fowa.
He consldered _ set t l lng there but a-s al l  the land. was e^lread.y takenr &Dd
none to be had. for  less than ten d.ol lars per acre,  he dec1d.ed. to seek
for land. elsewhere. I{e left fowa about l l [ay 1?, 1881 a.nd. went as far
by ra11road. as Blanche,rd., N. Dak. , where the rallroad had" already been
bul l t .  From.there he went to the Goose r tver v1cln1ty.  He lnteird.eO.
to set t le here but al l  the land was taken here too, so found he had.
l -o go west agaln.  He stayed ln Goose Rlver Val ley about one month,
then c€me out here wl th proepectors,  but  1n June returned to Goose
Iilver aga.ln a.nd. sta.yed. there 1111 the 1.ztln of December worklng, then
h'r went to Wlsconsln and" stayed there t111 &larch worklng ln a-iunnber
c6rmp, comlng beck 1n the sprlng to Goose Rlver Va"1ley.

fn those d.ays one had. to nake the best of opportunltles and. ea-rn
extra d.o1lars whenever posslble.  That spr lng a number of  them lnclud. lng
fver Thompson, Torkel Fbsholt, Thor Hageir, aila a few others all ca-me
here seeklng for la"nd.

Travellng then was no ea-sy rrratter and thelr only way was by foot,
fo l1ow1ng merely a pralr le t ra. l l .

t :

I t
t l, t
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Havlng heard. of Red. W1l1ow Lake and. 1ts scenlc beauty and, the
lnst lnct  of  set t l lng near t lmber and water near whlch they had 11ved
all thelr l lves, they went there hoplng to flnd. what they wgnted".
However, the land. wes too roll lng e"nd. too stony so they returned. here.
Ee vlslted at W111ow LaJre for 2 d.ays wlth acqualntp.nces however. He

1led- on May p,  l8g2r on the northeest quarter,  Sect lon lO, Range bg
vrest ,  where the school  house ls now located. and ln order to d.o [hts he
had" to go to Fargo, North Dakota. He walked. to L1ayv1l1e and. from there
he took the t ra ln to Fargo. Fl l lng ln those d.ays cost f rom SfO to S1Bon ly .

Upon comlng back he put up a log eabln e.nd ln 1S85 began brea^klng
wlth a palr  of  oxen whleh he bougir t  north of  por i land, ruorTn Dakota,  for
whlch he pald $160. Rather arlstocratlc nanes they had., Duke and" Dime J
Wlth these stead.y oxen he broke about 5O acres.

In 1882 before f111ng on hls 1and. he worked. on the Cooper F.anch re-
celv lng the magnlf lcent sum of g2. OO a day ln harvest and threshlng.
There were 32 shockers and. 18 blnclers so one cs.n lmaglne what a large
farm l t  was ln those d.ays.  I t  we"s here i ; i r .  Gl lbertson ma,d.e hls f l rst
e.cqualntance wlth the rlpe tonato. It wa"s und.cubtedly a cheap food
for l t  was served. ln place of  our common food. t rsaucen By add. lng some
sugar l t  was qul te a d1sh. Fortuna"tely for  h1m, he 11ked them anA the
tonato na"s been h1s fr lend" ever s lnce. Another lneld.ent whlch he re-
lated. was the problem of d"r lnklng water wl th so many shockers.  f t
kept one inen busy- all d.r"y long, haullng wa-ter. Thls he d.ld by havlng
a largqe keg ln a. buggy, golng-from one-ma.n to the next. gy the tlme
the last  one had- been watered the f l rst  one was wa1t1ng.

There were no fnd.la.ns Ilvlng here when ll1r. Gllbertson came but
he f\equently t*.lked wlth fnd.lans golng through the country who were
l-1g$lng 

f f  snake rootst f  .  These were to be used. for  med.1c1na1 purposes.
The Slbley t ra l1 anc crosslng, however,  Frere very evld.ent,  th ls havlng
been used by Slbley when on hls way to flght fndlans at the I 'r l lssourl
R1ver .

In 1884 f lve acres more were broken up on whlch he ralsed. 15O bu.
of wheat. fn 1885 he broke SO acres more on wb.lch he ra-lsed. 1OOO bu. of
wheat.  He sold.  part  of  th ls recelv lng the pa" l t ry sun of  $.gg per bushel .
In the same year he bought a, plow a.nd harrow 1n triiayvlll-e 6ut bbmowed' d.r111 to seed. 1t w1th. At thls tlme the rea-per had no b1nd.1ng at-'aaehment as now but the gralri was bound. by hand.. In the yee-r 1885
tirree nelghbors went together and bought a regular blnd.er for $Z+0,
thlnklng thls would solve thelr  harvest lng problems. I t  had. a 6 f t .
cut  end tr ic0orr* lck make, but 1t  proved. unsat lsfactory.

The lure of  the t rees and slght of  weter proved. too strong for
i! ir. i l l lbertson, and. ln 1886 he noied. from the |ralrle d-own neai the
ba.nks of the Sbeyenne nhere he l lved. for many years unt1l movlng to the
home where he now l lves.  Thls t lme too he bul1t  a 1og ee-bln for  nfs
11ving quarters
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Food. was not abund.ant but he always hei l  a l l  necessl t les,  never erper l -
enclng hunger,  whlch nany ploneers d1d from the la-ck f  ot  fo6O.

l le boasts of  havlng had one ra11ch cow at th le t1me, but apparent ly
r loneer lng-was too much for her,  for  she became tangled. up fn l r is  p lck-
-t rope and. commltted. su1c1d-e by d.rownlng. rmaglne-the lbsst

Chlckens were not conmon then, he havlng none,
co1ry,  whl le the cow 11ved.,  were al l  h ls poesesslons.

Cond' l t lons then were slml la-r  to now as far as wheat f lour goes.
Wheat  so ld .  fo r  as  l1 t t1e  as  $ .3O per  bushe lg ;  bu t  f lour  so ld  fo r "$b .O0
per  1OO pounds.

Grocer les he bought 1n Cooperstown for the ral l road. came here Ln
1883. The ye#r 1886 is part lcular ly rememoered. on a,ccount of  the lack
of ' ra1n, t ro ra. ln at  a l l  unt11 July 5rd,  whlch resul ted" 1n very poor
crops. 1886 wg-s-a,galn dry,  IsB? was agaln remembered. as an oad.-year,
there b_elng nothlng pract lcal ly ralsed but uplg weedstt .  fn lg6g an
extremely heavy frost  v1s1ted. th ls 1oca.I1ty ana the nlght of  August l6th
saw tbe crops 14"1d. waste. No one can qulte rea.l1ze rrshat thls hi.rdshlp
meant  to  the  p loneers ,  espec la l l y  fo r  those w l th  la rge  faml l les .

Mr.  Gl lbertson told.  an a.muslng story 1n regard.  to th ls yes-r ,  A
certatn ploneerr  famlIy whose numbers were rathei i  large were nelghbors
of h1s. one 9j .the older. g1r1s was at Hope worklng ind her t;ff ig;,s leter was wlth her a. t tend. ing school .  Af ter  thte f ieavy rrost  sh|  was
extremely worr ted. ln rega.rd.  to the wel fare of  her peopie.  Her s lstenwbo was always an optl4lst dld not qulte see lt th;t fory. The old-er
slster one d.ay sa.ld., trI cannot see what the folks w111 b,o, now tfrai thewheat 1s gonsj  t t  sDorr,  she sa. ld_,  i l lherers nothln[  to do, t f rey wff l  Justhave to  ee . t  f rozen wheat . r t

In 1891 tltgy experlenced. a bumper ero'or so nuch so, that they ha.d.never had. one l lke l t  1n prevlous ybars.

Two oxen and one

Soc1al1y they al l  seemed
hospl ta l l ty whlch was extend.ed
have been forgotten or elee l t
one anotherrs probletns as they

to p*e on the same leveI, and. the good. o1d.
to one and a.11 ln those d.ays seeme to
ls that wer are not ln synroathy wlth
were then.

l e s e
shot a

Plcklng buffalo bones was an lndustry 1n which SIr .  GlLbertson was
enployed. for a whlle and. for whlch he recelved. $2O a ton. However, he
d1d. not go lnto 1t a.s heavlly as many others ae he felt he must make

John tfur, a more or
hlm and at one tlme they

use of  h1s t lme lmprovlng hlg land.
ffe has enJoged. huntlng d.eer here.

trapperand. he used to go huntlng wlth
d.eerwelghlng about 8OO pounds.
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lThen asked. l f  he recal led a.ny ha,ppenlng of  part lcular lnterest ,  h€
told about when- golng to buy hls oxen. On hls way hone he was ceught
ln a bllzzard. whleh proved so severd that both h1s ears were so baitty
frozen that they burst  open as an af ter  ef fect .  t le dld- not take h1s
' x€rl wlth h1m when heboought them, but went lra,ck to Portlend for them.
,-olng over he went on sklls. The sun and snow were so glarlng and.
d.azzllng that he became ftsnow Bllnd.tt whlch 1a-sted. two d.ays, t[e nost
pe.lnful experlence he cen recalI. IIe was d-eIe.yed. for some tlme atportland and when comlng back the oxen had to swlm a. creek they had. to
cross whlch had. been so swollen from the sorlng thew that both he and.
the oxen were-nearly d.rowneit. De,rkness ovbrtoott them. They flnally
came to s.n o1d. she.ck where t; iey camped. over nlght wlthout a blte of
supper oIJ breakfast. About noon the next day tfrey rea.ched. gphelmrs
where food, could be 

'bought, 
agaln thankful that tLe trlp wes over.

IiF4-Some- of the ploneers l l,1r. Gllbertson frequently vls1ted" were John
trl itch, John Atehlson, I$r, vet pound., charlle platt r arrd ldr. parh.

LIr. Gllbertsonrs graln was threshed. by i,, ir. Swen Olga,ard for the
f l rs t  4 - -b  yes . rs r  Fa l r ing  usua l ly  $ .os  per  bushe l .  A j . te r  a  wh l le  he
beca.me lnterested. 1n lt and. noufurrt a tirrestrlng r1g or rrrs own.

Buggles were an unknown luxury. He was the proud. owner of alumber wc-'"gon whlch proved. very satist 'actory wh1le- 1t ra.lned. but aurtng
d.ry weather the t t res were always mlsslng.

By the most careful-  economy a l l t t le weal th wa.s acqulred.,  everyyear -aa$]ng a snaall sum to the nest egg. Farn machlnery lnioroved,, road.svr iere bul l t ,  homes leere enle"rged or new-ones bul1t ,  the pr lcb of  graln
a.dvanced-r &rd" wheat stl l l  remelned. klng of gralns. Morb land wai bought
to ralse nore graln to se1I more whea"t l  to [et  more money, to buy more
land.,  and. so the story g;oes.

-  However,  there came the problem. of  d lversl f led.  farmlng and. weed.
erB"dlce, t lon.  Thls cornpel leO. t f re farmers to put for th more ef for t t
1n farmlng.

It lr. Gllbertson flnd.lng heln e serlous pro"blen declded. he had. been
act lve long enough so rented. hls farms. He has always been lnterested.
ln lmprovenents, betternent and. ed.ucailon, he-vlng senved. on townshlp
I  :a-rdsr &s d. l recior of  var lous orga.nlzat lons and. the l1ke.

Mr. Gllbertson was rnaruled to Mary Hagen 1n 1888, her father too
Pgfry a ploneer. To thern were born 5 ihttaren, three of whom are
l1v1ng. They are &lrs. Ir,1. Iui. Lund.e, Jr. l lvlng near the SheyennJ irt
Sverd"rup townshlp, i lrs. Fred. &{elgard l lving a.t Grace C1ty, North Dako-
ta, and hirs. Lloyd W. Roen of Fe.rgo, N. Dak.

lIe ls maklng hls hone wlth hls d.aughter, 3vlrs. Lund.e, hlg wlfe
trassing alray over ZO yea.rs ago.

Hardshlps ha-ve been end.ured., dlseppolntments net, and. loved ones
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taken ?Iay, x€t he ls aetlve and alert. Unless knowlng no one wouldguess the change that b.e.s come over thls gtate of ours. He has vlsLted.hls hone land., 
-!$orway, 

twloe slnce conlng here, the iast tnlp w1th1nfour.years.past,  yet-he ls always so hapiy to 6ome uatrr to hls ownc ountry, the unlted. states, and. to h1s bwi state, l,lontn Dakota.

"'- J mleft qo on te13-1ng e:cperlencee but I have trled. to get the nostlnportant facts ae be eeeE 1t* 1n hle 11ie, and. hope i r.*o" succee6ed.at leaet 1n part,  1rt  wnlt lng hls ploneer i .ays
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To &Lte a.n trd.tna.ry story le d"lff1cu1t but to wrlte a story whleh
ls true a.nd- at the sa.me tlme lnterestlng as well as rele"tlng all l tems
of lnterest perta,lnlng to the subJect at hand. ls qulte a. d.l iferent und.er-
tgklng, ald such ls my ta.sk set  before me ln a. t tempt lng to wr l te the
hlstory of our worthy clt lzen, Ivlr. .Amund. Gflbertson. fo be sure, f d.ld.'eeL a. l l tt le embarrassed. as well as oppressed,, havlng to d.o thl;, but
wh1le_luYlt tg my lntervlew f  soon forgot"al l  of  th l r  r f ra enJoyed wit f r
hlm all these happenlngs and. lncldenIs, a.nd. l lvea wftfr hlm li part at
least these y!a1s ln t[e past. rf r can ma:1c.ge my llfe, ln subh a, ]vay
as to accompl lsh as much a.ccord.1ng1y, f  shal l - feel  l t  wel l  worth whl le.

The story that  fo l lows ls 1n a snal1 way the most lnterest lng hao-pen lngs  o f  h ls  l l fe .

1l{r. .A!$und. Gllbertson wa.s_b_or! August 22, 18b?, ln Vald.res, Noruray.Hls mother 's Same was slgr ld Gulsd-augf i ter  ani l  h ls iather 's nam6 wasGulbrs.n ivi lkkelson. There were four Soys and rour irrrs 1n the famlly
and- he was the seventh. He was born on a. fa.rm wnrEh was located rlgirton the_f jord-,  t t rhe N€v11ngenn. fhe farno eovered, about zoo aspss of  whlch
about 50 acres were und.eF cult1vatlon. Each fa.rm ln those ae.ys in 5o"r*yhad 1to 2 and- 5 horsee. Thelr  1 lvL1hood. came from herd. lng,  f1sh1ng,
and. logglng.

. In 1880, 3t ttr" &.ge ot 2& years he d.ecld.ed. to come to the Unlted.$tates havlng hee,rd.  of-wond,rous posslbl11t1es 1n thle land of  o,r"" .

It took hlm about LZ d"ays to come s.cross the Atla.ntlc Ocean and.a.bout-Z days on the North SeL, taklng passsge on the Cunard. 1lne. i {elanded- a ' t  Boston lnstead" of  New York-a!  ooa.ts do now. Hle s lster and.her husba.nd came also wl th hlm, From Boston he went to Xensei t ; - Iowa.
He consld-ered'-settl_lng there but a-s all the land was alrea.d.y taien, andnone to be had for less tha.n ten d.ol lars per acrerge decrae6. to seerrfor land elsewhere. He left lovra about nr-ay l i, lBBl, and went as farby rallroad as. Blancha.rd., N. Dak. , .where the ral1road. had alre".ay U"enbul l t .  From there he went to the-$oose r lver or*rni i ; r .  He lntended. tosett le here but al l  the 1and. was taken here,  toor so found. he had. to gowest- agaln. He stayed. 1n Goose Rlver Vallei a.bout one month, then cerneout here wlth,Pl_osp.eotors, but 1n June returned. to Gocse Rlver agaln and.stayed" there t111 the 12th of  December worklng, then he went to l { lseonsln
a-nd- ste.yed there t111 trrlareh worklng ln a fumnijr c"*p,- conlng back in thespr lng to Goose Rlver Val ley.

fn those d'a.ye one had. to make the best of opportunltles and. earnextra d"ollars luhenever poss1b1e. That sprlng a nurnber ot', 'uhem 1nclud1ngrver Thom'pson, Torkel Fbsholt, Thor Hegen, aid. a few others all 
"".tn"here  seek lng  fo r  1and.  

'

Travellng tiren was no
t 'o l lowlng nierely a pra.1r1e

eesy matter and theln only wa.y was by f  oot ,
t ra l1.

^ i i?-tlng heard of Red- trf l l low Lake and. 1ts scenlc beauty and the lnstlnstof settl lnE nea"r t lmber a,nd. water near which they had" 1lved all thelrl1ves, they wen-t_trrerJ-ir6ping to runa-whJC tirey-6""TJa. However, theland' was too rolltng and ioo stony so they returned here. 3{e vlslted.
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At i{llIow Lalre for 2 d.ays wlth acqualnts.nces however. He flled on &Iay
2' .1882, on the northeast quarter,  Sect lon 10, Range 58 west,  where the
school house 1e now located. and ln ord.er to d.o th1; he had. t6 go to
Fargo, North Dahota. He walked. to &1a"yv111e and. from there he f,ook the
traln to Fargo. Fl11ng 1n those d.ays cost from S16 to $1g on1y.

Upol comlng. !*-"k, he- put- up a 1og cabln and. ln 1885 began bree1qlng
a palr of oxxn whleh he bought north-of Fortland., North Da[ota, f 'or
y-fn-cn he pald. S160. Rather arlstrocratlc nanes itrey had., Duke and D1me,!
Wlth these steady oxen he broke about EO acres

In 1882 before f1llng on irls 1and. he worked" on the Cooper Ranch re-
celvlng the nagnlfleent sum_of- $9.o0 a d.ay ln harvest and. threshtng.
There were 32 shockers and. 16 bind.ers so one can lmaglne what a large
fa.rm 1t was 1n those d.ays. ft was here lvir. Gllbertsbn mad"e hls flrst
acqua.lntance wLth the rlpe tomato. rt was und.oubted_ly a. cheap food.
for lt ipas served. ln plabe of our common food rsaucettl gy--"d'erng-ror"
sugar lt was qulte a d.lsh. Fortunately for h1m, he l lked. thera aid tnetonato has been hls f r lend. ever s lnce. Another 1nc1d.ent whlch he re-lated- was the problem of dr lnklng water wl th ro *"ry shockers.  I t  keptone nan busy all day long, haullfrg water. Thls he i ifa ny naving-a lai 'ge
T"e lo-a- buggy, golng from one ma.ri to the next. By the ttme thE iastone had been watered-the f , l rst  one was wa.1t1ng.

There were no fndlans l lvlng here when ivlr. Gllbertson came but hefrequently talked wlth fnd.i.ans gofng through the country who were
l .1g8lng 

rrgnake rootstr .  These were to be uied. for  medlcinal  purposes.
Ihu S1b1ey tral l  and crosslng, however,  were very evld.ent,  th ls ha,vlng
!9.t used. by Slbley when on i:ts way to-flght fnd.ians at the lt{lssourl
Rlver.

- . In 1884, f lve a-eres nore were broken up on whlch he ralse4 15o bu.of  wheat.  In 1885 he broke 5o acres more on whlch he ralsed. 1OOO bu. ofwheat.  He sold pa,r t  of  th ls recelv lng the pa. l t ry r"*  o i -$.5a-"""  iushet.
T"^!1t". same ye?.r he bought a plow and-harrow tn ir{a.yv1lle but borrowed. ad.r111 to seed. 1t wlth. At thls tlme the, reaper hab no blnd.1"i ,t:tachment as noi'u.but the gralr was bound, by hlnd". In the yea,r"t6g5 three
nelghbors went together a"nd boug.ht a regula.r blnder fon ts:a+o, trrinxrng
thls would solve thelr  harvest lng orob16ms. f t  had. a 6 f t .  6ut  and
Mc0ormlck rna.ke, but 1t oroved. uniatlsfactory.

The lure of the trees and slght of water proved_ too strong for Mr.Sllbertson, and. 1n 1886 he moved. irorn the pralrle d.own near the banks
of the Sheyenne where he l lved for many years unt1I movlng to the honaewhere he now l lves.  ?hls t lme too he buff t  a 1og cabln for  b ls l lvLns
QLrertrers

Food. was not abund.e,nt but he atrwaysl.f lad all necessltles, never ex-:eri-
enclng hunger, urhleh ma-ny ploneers d.ld. from the lab( cf food..

i Ie boasts of  havlng had. one ml1ch cow at th ls t lne,  but apparent ly
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ploneer l r ig wa,s too much for her,  for  she beceme tangled uo lp her plek-
et rope and commltted" su1c1d.e by d.rownlng. Imaglne the loss! Chlckens
trere not common then, he havlng none. Trso oxen a.nd. one cow, wh1le the
eow L1ved. ,  were  a l l  h ls  possess lons

Cond.lt lons then were slmllar to now as far a.s whea.i f lour goes.
1f lheat sold" f  or  as 11tt le as S. 50 oer bushel  but f  lour sold.  f  or  s5.  OO per
1OO pound.s.

Grocer les he bought 1n Cooperstown for the ral l road" came here ln
1885. The yes,r 1885 1s pa.rtlcularIy remenrbered. on a.ccount of the lack
of ra1n, no ra.1n at  a l l  unt l l  July 3rd. ,  whlch resul ted.  1n very poor crops.
1886 was a.galn drf, 188? was agaln remembered. a.s s.n od.d. year, there being
nothing pract lcal ly ra. lsed. but f tp lg weed.sH, In 1888 an extr .enely heavy
frost  v ls l ted th ls 1ocal1ty and the nlghi  of  August 16th saw the crops
1ald.  waste.  No one ca.n qul te real lze what th ls hardshlp meant to the
p loneers ,  espec la l l y  fo r  those rc r l th  la rge  faml l les .

idr. Gllbertson to1d. a.n amuslng story 1n reg5ard to thls yee,r. A
certaln ploneer farnlly whose numbers i,vere ra.ther large were nelghbors
of h1s. One of the old.er g1r1s was at l iope r'vorklng and her younger
elster was wlth her at tend. lng school .  Af ter  th ls heavy frost  she wa"s
extremely womled. 1n regard.  to the v,rel fe.re of  her ueople.  Her s lster
who was always a,n optknlst  d1d not qul te see 1t  that  way. The old-er
slster one day saId. ,  nI  cannot see what the fo lks w111 do, norv that  the
wheat ls gonel  r  f r l )orr ,  s i , .e sald. ,  r fTherers nothlng to d.o,  they wl l l  Just
have to eat t rozen wheat.  r

In 1891 they experlenced a bumner cropr so much so, that they hail
never had one l lke 1t  ln prevlous years.

Soclal1y they a.11 seerced to be on the ssme level ,  and the good. oId.
hospl ta l l ty whlch was extended to one and al l  ln those d.ays seems to
have been forgotten or else l t  1s that  we are not ln synpathy wl th one
a.notherrs problens a.s they were then.

Plcklng buffalo bones was an und.ustry 1n whlch i ' , ir. Gllbertson was
employed. for  a whl le and. for  whlch he recelved $2O a ton. However,  he
d.1d" not go lnto l t  as heavl ly as many others e,s he l 'e1t  he must make
use of  h ls t1roe lmprovlng hls 1a_nd..

f df*x
He has enJoyed. hunt lng d.eer here.

trapper and. he used. to go huntlng wlth
a deer welghlng about 8OO pound.s.

John P*ffit, a more or less
h1n and at one tlme they shot

ftren asked. lf he recalled. any happenlng of oa.ri lcular lnterest, he
told. about when golng to buy hls oxen. On hlg way horne he was caught
1n a bllzzard whlch proved. so severe that botb hls ears were so badly
frozen that they burst  open as an af ter  ef fect .  He d- ld.  not  take h1s
oxen wlth hln when he bought then, but went back to Portland. for then.
Golng over he went on sklls. Tbe sun and snow were so glarlng and
d.azzllng thst he became tt$now Bllndtt whlch lasted. two days, tf le most
oalnful  exper lence he ean recal l .  He was d.elayed for soine' t lme at
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Fortland. and. when comlng ba"ck the oxen had to swlm a creek they had to
cross whlch had. been so swollen froro the sprlng thaw that botb he and.
the oxen were nearly drowned. Darkness overtook thenr. They f1na1ly
ca]ne t.o an old- shack where they carnped. over nlght wlthout a blte of
:uppef or breakfast. About, nobn th-e next aay iney reached Ophelmrg wherw
food. could. be bought, agaln thankful that the trlp was over.

Pa&L Some of the oloneers Mr.  Gl lbertson i ' requent ly v ls l ted.  were John
}*teh, John Atchl$on, LIr. Vet pound., Charlle platt, a_nd lltr. park.

&{r. t}l lbertsont s pra,ln was threshed- by ifr. Swen Olgaard. for the flrst
4--5 years,  paylng usua"11y S.OO per bushel .  Lf ter  a lqhl le he beca. ine
lnterested 1n l t  too a.nd. bought a threshlng r1g of  hdrs own.

Buggles were an unknotr.'n luxury. He was the proud. owner of a lunber
wagol whlch proved. very satlsfa-ctory whlle lt ralned. but d.urlng d.ry
weather the t l res v/ere always m1sslng.

By the most careful  economy a l l t t le weal th was acqulred",  every
year ad.d_lng a sma1l sum to the nest egg. Farm machlnery lmproved, road.s
were bul l t ,  hones were enla"rged" or new ones bul l t ,  the prfcb of  gnaln
advanced., and wheat stl11 reme.lned. klng of gralns. foiorb land. waI bought
to ralse more graln to sel1 more whea,t ,  to $et more money, to buy more
land.,  and, so the story goes.

_.However, there ca.me the problem of d.lvers1fled" farmlng and- weed.
erad- lcat lon.  Thls compel lea the fa.rmers to put for th more'ef  for t  1n
farmlng.

&Tr.  Bl lbertson f lndlng help a ser lous problem decld.ed. he had been
act lve long enough so rented h1s farrns.  He has a, lways been lnterested.
ln lmprovements, betterment e.nd. ed.ucatlon, havlng served on townshlp
board.sr  &s d. l rector of  var lous organlzat lons and the 11ke.

Lir. Gllbertson was marrled to i i le-ry #S#- 1n 1BBg, her fe.ther too
P"" l tS a ploneer.  To them were born 5 bhttdren, three oi  whom are 1lv lng.
They are i ' irs. I! i . Li., T,und.e , Jr. 1lv1ng near the Sheyenne ln Sverd.rup
townshlp, Mrs._Fred. Melgard. l1v1ng at Gre.ce clty, North Dakota., *nb.
&{rs, Lloyd. W. Boen of Fargo, N. Dth.

He ls naklng h1s irome wlth hls d.aughter, Idrs. Lund.e, n1s wlfe pas-
slng away over ZO yeers ago.

Iiard.ships have been end-ured", d.lsappolntments metr &rrd. loved. ones
taken aIaX, yet  he 1s act lve a.nd. alert .  Unless knowlng no one would
guess the ehange tha.t  Lras come over th ls state of  ours,  He has v1sl$ed.
h 1 s . h o m e 1 a n d ' , $ I o r w a , y , t w 1 c e s 1 n c e c o m 1 n g h e r e , t h e 1 a s t t r 1 p '
wl th ln four years past,  yet  he 1e always so happy to cone back to hls
own eountry,  tbe Unl ted States,  and to hls ovrn- l ta. te,  I t ror th Dakota.

. I m.1g!t go on tell lng ex-oerlences but I have trled. to g:et the most
lmporiant facts as he sees l t -1n h$s l l fe,  and hope f  have E-ucceeaed atleast  1n part ,  1n wr l t lng hls ploneer d.ays.
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