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cApruIg-sI,EIAIpER GRIGG$ },*rrn P.,r/r*a^;*r{ ?1',e,
I t

cap ta ln  A , l exander .  Gr lggs ,  t he  r fFa the r  o f  $ rand  Fo rks r r  l s  one  o f
the  mos t  w lde l y  knov , rn  and  h lgh l y .  es tee i :ea  nen  wbo  ca i t  t he l r  i - o t
w l t i :  N o r t h  D a k o t a .  H e  l s  n o w  I  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  W a s h l n g t o n ,
bu t  un t l l  r ecen t  yea rs  ws rs  engaged  ln  nav iga t i on  th roughou t  t i . r e -
Red  r l ve r  d j - s t r , l  n t  qn r l  i l r n  s  l de  n t t f i ed  1 , , ' i t i r  t he  f l nanc ia l  g rowth
or  the  c l t y - " i "  o r " i o - i i o r i . l '  , t t o  v i c in l t y .

O u r  s u b j e c t  l v a s  h o r n  a t  M a r l e i , t a r  0 h l o r l n  0 e b o b e r ,  l g $ g ,  a n d  w a s  a
son of  t f f l l l iam and Esther  ( tu tcOtnnon)  Gr lggs.  I {e  : i .emoved wl th  h ls
p a r e n t s  t o  s t .  P a u ] ,  l i l l n n e s o t a ,  w h e n  a  b o y ,  a n d  l a t e r  h i s  f a m l r y
renovec i  t o  Orand  t r ' o r ks ,  where  h l s  pa ren ts  d led  .  Ou .T  sub  j oc t  was
rea red  and  educa ted  l n  $ t .  Pau l ,  and  a t  an  ea r l y  age  began  runn lng
o n  t h e  b o a b s  o f  t h e  n l l s s l s s l p p l  r l v e r ,  a n d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  t w e n t y
y e a r s .  w a s  g l v e n  c o n r m a n d  o f  a  b o a t y  H e  c o n t l n u e d  t h o r e  u n t l 1  1 8 7 0 ,
and .  t hen ,  i *  conpany  ' , v l t L r  o the rs ,  v ren t  up  the  Rod  r l ve r .  ' bo  Fa rgo
v . r l t h  a ,  vLe , , ' r  o f  es tab l l sh ln55  a  I j - ne  o f  boabs ,  and  du r lng  tha t  yoa r
the  H111 ,  Gr tg5 i ; s  8 ;  Company  l f av lga t l on  Conpany  was  fo rmed .  I o
l -871 I , i r ' .  Gr '1p;gs went  to  v , r l iero G.rand Forks ts  novr  locatec l  and he
en te red  & .  c la ln r  bo  the  l and  on  wh lc l : r  t he  o ld  town  l s  l oca ted ,  and
na ,med  the  p lace  Grand  I ' o r ' I : s  on  accoun t  o f  t ho  j unc t l on  o f  t h6  two
r l vo rs  .  i i e  con t l nued  to  ppe ra  te  a  l l ne  o f  boa ts  .be tweon  Orand  $ 'o rks  .
and  Wi -nn lpe61  f ' o r 'many  ye : . . r " s  a r : . d  con t lmed  tn  con rmand  un t t l  l - 890 ,
He  was  ahvays  ae t l ve  tn  tho  upbu l l d ing  o f  t he  town  o f  Grand  Fo rks
and  was  one  o f  t LLe  : f ounde t ' s  o f  t he  Second  Na t tona l  Bank .  o f  wh lch
t n s t l t u t l o n  h e  w a s  p r e s l d e n t  f o l  m a n y  y e a r s .  L i o  a l - s o  a i t e O  l n  t h e
c a p a c l t y  o f  p r e s t d o n t  o f  t l i e  F l n s t  N a t l o n a l  B a n k  o f  E a s N  G r a n d
ForL;s  for '  some yeal"s ,  Lnc l  establ ts l red t l re  ga s  works in  company
wtbh  , t l l l l an r  & rdge ,  and  v las  $ i l so  a  l a rge  ox rne r  t n  the  Gra r rd  Fb rks
l t o l l - e r  l l i l 11 .  He  

- se rved  
as  raJ . l r . oad  comn i l ss loney  fo r  somo yeu rs ,

a n d  w a s  t l i e  t h i r d  p o s t n : a s t e r  o f ' G r a n d  F o r k s  a n d  w r s  m a y o r  o f  t h e
c l t y .  I l e  a s s l s t e d  l n  l o u l l d l n g  t h e  t v r o  b r l d g e s  a c r o s s  t h e  r i - v e r ,  a n d
h r r  h {  c  h a q r ' } : r tv r /  ! . r rL ,  l r vq r  uJ  suppor t  a rLd  l n f l uence  endeaned  h lmse l f  t o  t ho  peop le
a s  a  m a n  o f  a e t l v e  p u b l i c  s p l r l t .  I n  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 9 ? ,  l , { r .  G r l g g s
le f t  G rand  Fo rks  on  accoun t  o f  f a l l i ng  hea l th ,  and  l s  now enga [ed
ln  boa t i ng  on  the  Uppen  Cg lu .mb la  rLve r .

lY r  sub jgc t  w : : s  mar ' : r , l ed  December  27 ,  18650  in  l l t t nneso ta ,  t o
IV i l ss  E t t l e  I .  $ t rong ,  a  ns r t l ve  o f  B rook l yn .  E lgh t  ch l t i i r en ,  soven
of  ' ; ' rhom are norr r  l lv lng,  have been borr :  to  i { r .  and l l i rs .  Gr tg[s1
narned  as  fo l l ows ;  Lo l s ,  r rov r  l \ ' l r s .  W.H ,Pr lng le ;  Anse l ;  Jenn le  j
Es the r ;  B r .uce l  James  and  c l l f  f o rd  .  ' I ' he  ramt$  a  r l  r es tde  i n '  ' bhe
s ta te  o l l  t f adL r lng ton  a t  p resen t ,  11 r .  Gr3 -ggs  l s  a .n  a r rden t  Democra t
a n r l  l s  a  m a n  v r h o  k o e p s  p a c e  w i t h  t h e  t i n e s .
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