/ 1 i Biography of Loyde Hamersmith
‘ 5 --Grace Peterson

Loyde S. Hamersmith was born south of Loledo, Greenfield County,
1879. His parents names were Joseph Hamersmith and Alivids Hamersmith,
who lived some distance south of Loledo, where they were born. They
drove in a buggy for a distance of eighty-one miles and settled in a
pioneer timber country. v

. Hils parents bought a farm of elghty acres. During the clearing of
this land his father was struck by a falling tree and was killed. Fol-
lowing the father's death the family came to North Dakota territory

_because the land was very rich end 1t was a good wheat producing country.
At the time of this migration in 1885, Loyde was seven years old. He
located in township 111 agnd range 67 west. The first home was made of
sod, which was called s dobe house. ~

The trips to town were msde by a team of oxen er a horse and an ox.
Some went as far as thirty to thirty-five miles. Some of the nearest
neighbors were Bill, Ed., and Johnie Bates, who lived in Bates township.

Some of the early mechinery that wes used were the rod breaking
plow, a drgg which consisted of one large brush, and s hand reasper.
Crops ralsed were wheat, oats, barley, and flax. Fuel was very hard to
get. The pioneers used twisted hay, buffalo chips, and flax straw which
was put in o large boiler. Some one hed to keep putting flax in.

It was very difficult to get water. The wells were very deep, but
the water tasted like iron or soda.

On the second dagy of April, 1888, g pralrie fire started a2t Miller
and went one hundred miles. The wind blew very hard, animals burned to
death, houses and barns burned down, one life was lost. The fire was
ten miles wide. Where the grass was tall the fire would be ten rods
long. It wes mostly put out with burlap sacks.

In 1888, Jgnuary 12, Jjust before school started a storm reached
from Montana to New York. The school house wes almost blown down so
elghteen children went to a ferm house and stayed until morning. A
man started for the barn and ran up against the dog house. He crawled
In there and froze both his hesnds off.

He came to North Dekota in the year of 1899, drove from South
Dekote with wagon and team. We took a homestead in Jenuary, 1903, near
“Yazey where we built a shanty. South hslf end Northwest %+ of Southwest
4 of Section 12, Township 143, Range 59, where I now reside.

He married lMrs. Howard Blount in 1908 at Lesden, North Dskota.
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Loyde S. Hamersmith was born south of Loledo, Greenfield Countvy
1879. His parents names were Joseph Hamersmith and Alivida Hamersmith,
who lived some distence south of Loledo, where they were born. They
drove in a buggy for a distance of eightv-one miles and settled in a
pioneer timber country.

Hig parents bought a farm of eighty acres. During the clearing
of this land his father was struck by a falling tree and wasg %Zilled.
Following the father's death the family came to North Dakota territory
because the land was very rich and it was a good wheat producing 4
country. At the time of this migration in 1885, Lovde was seven vears '
RS- : :
He located in township 111 and rance 87 west. The first home
was made of sod, which was called a dobe house.

The trips to town were made by a team of oxen or a horse and an
0x. Some went as far as thirty to thirtyv-five miles.

Some of the nearest neighbors were Bill, ®d, and Johnie Bates, who
lived in Bates towncship. Some of the early machinery that was used
were the rod breaking, a drag which consisted of one large brush, and
a hand reaper. Crops raised were wheat, oats, barley and flax. PFuel
was very hard to get. The pioneers used twisted hay, buffalo chips,
and flax straw which was put in a large boiler. Some one had to keep
putting flax in. :

It was very difficult to get water. The wells were verv deep,
but the water tasted like iron or sods.

On the second day of April 1888 a pralrie fire started at Miller
and went one hundred miles. The wind blew very hard, animals burned
to> death, houses and barns burned down, one lifec was lost. The fire
wae ten miles wide. Where the grass was tall the fire would be ten
rods long. It was mostly put out with tirlap sacks.

In 1888, January 12, just before school started a storm reached
from Montana to Wew York. The school house was almost blown down so
eighteen children went to a farm house and staved unti’ morning. A
man started for the barn and ran up against the dog house. He crawled
in there and froze both his hands off.

He came to North Dakota in the year of 199, drove from South
Dakota with wagon and team. He toock a homestead in January 1803 near
Dazey where he built a shanty. South half and Northwest & of Southwest
¢ of Section 12, Township 143, Renge 592, where T now reside.

He married Mrs. Howard Blount in 1908 at Lesden, North Dakota.
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| 1end his father was struck by a falling tree and was killed. Following = |

AThe trips to town were made by & team of oxen or a horse and an ax.

*‘In 1888 Jangary 12, just before school started s storm reachad from

“'He came to North Dakota in the year of 1899, drove from South Daxata

Leyﬁe Hamersmith é
4&oyde . Hamersmith wes born Sonth o Lotedo Drsentieid county. 1878,
‘His parents names were Joseph Hamersmith znd Alivida Hamersmith, who
lived some distance south of Loledo, where they were born, They drove
in a ouggy for a digtance of eighty~one miles and eettled 1ﬂ & pienﬁer
ﬁtimber cnuntry.~, :

Hig parents bought a farm of eighty scres. During the clearing of thie
the fatherte death the fahily csme to North Dakota territory beocsuse
the land wae very rich and it was 2 good wheat producing country. - At 7
the time of this migration-in 1885, Loyde wae seven years old. .
We located in towanship 111 and range 67 west. The firet home wag made
‘of sod, which was called & dobe house.

Some went as far as thirty,to thirty-five milese, =
Some of the nearest,naiwﬁbars were Bill, d., and Johnie B&tes, who 2 .
lived in Bates township. ' ;
gome of the early machinery that was uaed were the rod breaking plow
& drag which consisted of one large brush, =nd a hand resper.

- Crops raiced were whegat, oats, barley, and flax,

"Fuel was very hard to get. The ploneers used twisted hay, buffalo
chipsé, 2nd flax straw which wse put in 2 large boiler. Jome one had
to keep putting flax in. i

«
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41t wae very difficult to get water. The wells were very deep, as the .
'_water tasted like #ron or soda. = 2
T on the second day of April j1888, a prairie fire started at ¥iller end

went one hundred miles. The wind blew very hnrd, animals burned to -

" death, houges and barns burned down, one life was lost. The fire wag ~  °
ten'miles wide. . Where the gress wag tall the fire would be ten roas
long it was mostly put out with burlap sacks.

EOﬂt&ﬂa to New York. The school house was almogt blown down so eighteen
children went to a farm house and steyed until morulug. A man st&rtaﬂ

for the barn and ran up agalnst the dOg nouse., He or&wled'in there and i
froze both his hands ofi. S

with wagon and team. We %00k a homesiead 1n January 1903 neaxr Dazey
.where we built a shanty. South half and Northwest ¢ of sauthteat &
of Section 13, Township 143, Range 58, where I now reside.

He married Mrs. Howard Elount ‘in 1808 as% Leaﬁen, ?orth Bakata.
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