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I I Blography of Loyde Hamersmlth.'  |  - -Grace Peterson
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Loyd.e S. Hanersnlth was born south of Loled.o, Greenfleld. County,

1879. Hle parents names were Joseph Hamersmlth and. A1lv1da. Hamersnl th,
who llved. sone dlstance south of Loledo, where they were born. They
d"rove 1n a buggy for a dlstance of  e lghty-one m1les and sett led.1n a
ploneer t lmber country.

iI ls parents bought a farm of elgbty aeres. Durlng the clearlng of
thls Land. hls father was struck by a fa11lng tree a.nd was k1l1ed. Fo1-
-owlng the fa. ther" ts death the faml ly came to North Dakota terr l tory

because the land was very rlch and 1t was a good. wheat produclng country.
At the t lne of  th ls mlgrat lon 1n 1885, Loyd.e was seven years old. .  He
loca.ted. 1n townshlp 111 and range 6? west. The flrst home was ma.d.e of
sod, whlch was cal led a d.obe house.

The trlps to town were ma-de by a team of oxen ar ahorse and. an ox.
Some went as far  as th l r ty to th l r ty- f lve in l les.  Some of the nearest
nelghbors were 8111, Ed.,  and Johnle Bates,  who I lved 1n Bates townshlp.

Some of the early rnachlnery tha.t wa"s uged. were the rod. breaklng
plow, a d.rag whlch conslsted. of one large brush, and. a hand reaper.
Crops ralsed were wheat,  oats,  bar leyr &rrd.  f lax.  F 'ueL was very hard.  to
get. The ploneers useil. twlsted. hay, buffaLo chlps, and. f lax straw whloh
was put 1n a large bo11er.  some one he.d to keep putt lng f lax 1n.

I t  was very d. l f f lcul t  to get water.
f ihe water ta.sted. l lhe lron or iod.a:

The weLls were very d.eep, but

0n the second. dsy of  Apr l l ,  L888, a pralr le f l re started at  iVl l1 ler
and. went one hund.red mlIes. The wlnd blew very hard., anlmale burned. to
d.eath,  houses and barns burned. down, one l1fe was lost .  The f t re was
ten ml les wld.e.  Where the grass was taI l  the f l re would.  be ten rod.s
1ong. It was rnostly put out rulth burlap sacks.

In 1888, January ]r2, Just before school started. a, storm reached,
from fulontans to New York. lhe eohool house was almost blown d.own so
elghteen chlldren went to a farm house and. stayed untlI nornlng. A
fian started. for the ba,rn and ran up agalnst the dog house. He-crawled
ln there and. f roze both h1s hand.s of f .

l le eame to l l 'orth Dahota ln the year of 1899, d-rove from South
Dahota wlth wagon a.nd. team. We took a homesteeid. 1n January, lgOE, near'te*zQY where we bullt a shanty. South half and. Northwest * or Sou{;hwest
s of  sect lon 12, Townshlp 143, Range b9, where r  now reslde.

He marrled. sire. Howard Blount 1n 19o8 at Lesd.en, North Dakota.
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PIOI{ ER BIOGRAPqY
Loyde Ha.mersni th

Loyde S.  Hamersmi tn was born sor . : . th  of  T,n ' lc r ln  r } "eenf ie ld  Cor :nt l r
18?9-  n i *  paren ts  na :nes  were  josepn r t . "u i * i i i n - . ie " i r i v roa  Ha,ners r r i th ,
who l i ved  so ine  C is tance sor , r th  r f  Lo ledo,  where  they  were  bora .  They
drove in  a  bug i ; : ' fo r  a  d is tance o f  e igh tv -one n i les  a .nd  se t t t -ed  in  a .
p i o n e e r  t i m b e r  c o u n t r y .

_  H is  paren ts  bor " rgh t  a  fa rn  o f  e igh ty  acres .  Dr : r ing  the  c lear ing
of  th i  s  land  h is  fa ther  was e t ruck  by  a-  fa111ng t ree  and was 1r11 ,1-e^ .
Fo l low lng  the  fa ther t  s  death  the  fe rn i l l '  ca  e  to  }Tor th  Dakota  te r r i to r l '
beca.use the land was very r ich and i t  was a good wheat prodi :c lng
count ry .  A t  the  t i :ne  o f  th ls  mlgra t ton  in  1885,  Lo ] ' c le  was seven J rears
n l  d

He loca te r l  i n  t ownsh le  111  an ,J  3s r r . ' €  6?  wes t .  The  f i r s t  home
was  nade  o f  sod ,  wh i  rh  was  ea l l eC  a  dobe  ho ' r i se .

The t r lps  to  town were  "nade b l r  a  tearn  o f  oxen or
o x .  S o r n e  w e n t  a s  f  a r  a s  t h l r t . r  t o  t h l r t y - f i l r e  n i l e s .

$ o m e  o f  t h e  n e a r e s t  r r e l E h b o r s  w e r e  8 1 1 1 ,  { d ,  a n d
l i v e d  i n  B a t e n  t o w n e h i n .  S o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  ' n a e h i n e r v
were  the  rod  brea ' l ing ,  a  d rag  whLch cons is ieC o f  one
a  h a n d  r e a p e r ,  C r c p s  r a l s e d "  w e r e  w h e a t ,  c a t s ,  o a r l e - r r
w a s  v e x y  h a r d  t o  g e t .  T h e  n i o n e e r s  r t s e " l  t q r i  o * o r l  h o r r
a n d  f l a x  s t r , l w  v , / n l c n  w a - q . o r r t  i n  a  l a r g e  o " i i ; ; : - ; ; ; 3

a horse ancl an

J o h n i e  B e t e s ,  l v h o
tha t  was  used .

l a rge  b r r - rgh ,  and
an.d f la:.1. Fuel
b u f f e l o  e h i p s ,
o n e  h a d  t o  k e e p

p r r t t i n g  f l e x  1 n .
I t  l v a s  v e r : r  d l f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  w a t e r .  T h e

b u t  t h e  w a t e r  t a . s t e C  l t k e  i r o n  o r  s o C a .
we l l -s  were  ver : r r  '1eep,

O n  t h e  s e c c n C  d a y  o f  A r r i l  1 8 1 i 8  a  p r a t r i e  f l r e  s t a r t e r l  a t  l t l L l e r
and  wen t  one  hundred  "n i l es .  The  w in , l  b lew  ve ry  ha rd ,  an1 , ra1s  b r : rned
r  -  d o o * h  l r n r r g g s  a - n i l  ] : e r r s  b r r r n e d  d o w n ,  o n e  l i f r  w a s  l o s t .  T h e  f  i r e,  

L !  J . _ L

was  ten  m1 les  t r ' r l de .  Shere  the  q r r . r ss  1 ' / as  ta l1  the  f i r e  wor r l d  be  ten
rods long.  I t  was " rost1. ' , r  l r r t  or . r t  y , r i t t  r r r r la l  ga.et rg.

In  18u8 ,  Janua . ry  I? ,  j us t  l r e fo re  schoo l  s ta . r t ed  a  s to rn  reached
f r o m , l , { o n t a n a  t o  } T e w  y o r k .  T h l s e h o o l  h c u s e  w a s  a l n o s t  b l o l v n  d o r r n  s o
e l  eh toan  nh i  ' 1  

{36n  wen t  t o  a  fa rm house  and  g ta r red  r :n t i , :  r , r o rn inq .  Av - 3 - +

rnan star ted for  the ba.r r .  anc l  ran uD aqalnst  the r log hor :se.  Ee crars led
i n  t h e r : e  a n d  f t o z e  b o t h  h l s  h e n , J s  o t ' ' :  

"

I { e  cane  to  }To r th  Dako ta  i n  t he  yea r  o f  1u99 ,  d rove  f ro 'n  So ' : t h
lako ta  w i th  wagon  and  tea . :n .  lTe  took  a  homes tead  i n  January  1909  nea r
Dezey ,whgr -e  he  bu i l t  a  shan ty .  $cu th  ha l f  and  l . t o r thwes t  I  o f  So r r thwes t
r f  o f  sec t i on  12 ,  Townsh ip  L43 ,  Renge  59 ,  where  r  now res lde .

He marr ted ] , , / i rs .  Hcward Blor :n t  in  190u at  Lesden,  $or th Dakota.
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] pISI{Htrn HIS$HApI{f I . 'D n-'
Ley€e i{e"mersmi.tlt **, &***ee- | *n'a4n :

dtoyse S" Hryrererulth ras born south at' Lo]*dn-, Sreenft*ld Cclunty'n 1S?9,
Sls parent's rranss 6srs Joeeph Haxrsremfth end 41191*n" Hanereerl?h, whe

- Llved ssms dtst*"nce.south sf t*le*o, where tir€y trers boqn, T?rey r.Ir*vs
ln a b*SSy for a,dlst*,n*e of elg}ty*one r$lJ-€s'*Rri cettldc{ lrr a ptone$r

" t lmber  ocunt ry .^Hig pa.rents bbu,qht *. fsrm cf elghty e,orss. grrrxng the- aLee,rtng of thls
Lr lnd l : . ie fether kaa struok !y *  f* l l lng' t rae and^ wss kl l lsd,  S"ol lowtng
the fntherr e deatlr the fertrl ly ss,ms to Hsrth l)*-kot$" f,errltory b&sause
the Land lpe$ very rlch anC it wa,s & S*od. wheet r:rociucLng ccuntry, - At
thc t i . r*a of  th i .g rutgratLqn,tn le$5r Loyde wns seven yo*ie oLd.
se lacaSed ln towgshtp 111 Ond rqnse S? weet. ?he fl.ret horae we.e ms,de

-of  sod, nblon wee cal led e.  d.obe house.
iThe trlps to town wer6 mada by a tea.m of 

-oxen 
or a horse and an ox,

$ose nei l t  *"s far  aa' th ' l r ty" to th l r ty*f lve ml lee.
$oue of  the nesreet,nelghL6rs lsere bf f f  ,  td. ,  an$ Johnle Be.toe, w'ho

- l l ved  in  Batos  tcunsh lp .^ Sbrr,e cf t ire ea,rly rua,ch!.nery thet wae usecl Eers ths rod breaktng plo!l. '
a d"r'a6 whrch conbteted cf bne le.rge brush, and, a hancl rss,per.
Srope ralsed *ers * \pa. t ,  o&t$n 

'bar levo 
s,nd f 'La.x,

Fuel  $as ver l t  hn?d to 1get.  She ptoneers used. t i l ls ted hey, buff ,s. lO.
chlpb, F.rrd flax etrp.w whJ.ch waB pu.t in e Lnrga boller. $ors€ one hsct'  to keep putt lng'  fLax tn.

r l t  wae yery dt f , f tcuLt to get ' rater.  ?he wel l "s i lare yery
; w F L e r  t a e t e r l  l l k e . 0 r g n  o r  e o d a .- ' ' 0n  

the  eecond day ' * f  Apr t r l  - r l8SB,  u .  p ra l r te  f l re  s ta r tpd  e t
ront one hundre$ il i l les, The nih<lr blsw very 

.n;irelr 
aninals

death,  housea e,n<l  berns burned down, sne l i fe was loet .
ten mi lee wlde, ,  ?Ihore t i re gra*s we$ tal t  the f t re woulr l

r l . *sp,  bu! tho

i1{111er nrd
nurnecl to

tlre ftre waE
Lre ten rods

long, I t  wae nost l .y put ou|  y i r i th "uur lan saoks.
nIn 1888, Je.e*ary L?t junt  before uchool  ste,r te i i  a storr$ reaoirod froq

ldontacre lo Nslr Yorlr. fhe gohooL iroune was ii laost, blosn down Eo etghtocn
gbr.ldren.rent t,s a. farra hoLrse ancl etafed untLl mnriitng. / i f ien etaitsd
for ' fhe'narn and rar l  up ngu"l .net  t r re dng l iouee. ! {s otawled tn thei"e s,nd
froae bot i r  h is i rands of f  .

ffXe cems tp North Dsksta Xn Lhe ycar of f8$$, d"reve fr 'om $outh Daliots.
?rith qason and tears. ! l€ topk a borneef,es,C in Januarf 1903 near l lsssy

.where we bull$'a *h*.nty. Souttr half and lr{orthweet fr of i}outireeat $-
-of $ectlon l$n Torunslrlp 143, l l"nnge 58, $rhere l nofr reel..rJe.^f ie f la.rr le i l  idrs.  l ioward Slount ' in 1.9.C8 at  teedenn i : {or t t i  Selcota.
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