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Nr. Arnt J. Hellend 1s the son of Mrs. Marie and Mr. Jonas A. Helland,
who lived in Norway. He was born February 9th, 1855 near the town of
Stavanger, Norway.

He came to America because he thought he could earn money more
quickly in America than he could at his former home. He first came to
Uontana in 1887 where he was for some time before coming to North America.
When he came from lontans to North Dskots he had to pay the fare to St.
Paul because he could not get a ticket to Sanborn where he intended to
stop. He came to North Dskotas in November, 1892. He did not go any
farther because he was too poor to get out of the state.

lir. Helland gave the Indians milk and other food, who in return
gave him some berries which they hed gathered in the woods on the shore
of Lake Addie. The Indians then had 2 big camp where Mr. Hellsnd now
hes his home. They also trapped and hunted gophers which they ate.
Before they made their camp there were many gophers but after a2 short
time there were none left.

lir. Helland took up land in Griggs County, Addie township on the
‘northesst quarter of section 34, Range 60, Township 147 north. Mr.
Hellend built his first home by digging in a side hill gnd laying sod
for the front. In the winter the snow drifted over it and they hesd to
go through a long tunnel of snow to go in and out. The house was so
snowed under that they could hear the wolves running over it ot night,
where they had a path across the roof. In summer the grass grew on the
roof of the house. The trip to town was s long 2nd hard journey,
especlally in the winter when the snow was three or four feet deep and
the distance twelve miles.

The nearest neighbor was Mr. Fred A. Sinclair who lived two miles
away.

The early farm machinery was a wood mower and s hay rack with a
wooden frame and wheels. The team used in his work was a team of oxen.
He had no grain crops because he raised sheep. The fuel used was cow
chips and timber that was found around the prairie.

The greatest hardships of the early days were the prairie fires be-
cause of the broad prairies. One of these fires started where llcHenry
now is and traveled over the land where Mr. Helland now lives and he had
to chase his sheep out in the lake to prevent their being burned. The
‘ire burned the grass off the roof of & neighbors sod house snd went over
e hay stack without doing any damage because of the rapidity with which
the fire sped. The men rsn out and threw off the burning hay and put
1t out. It was saild that this fire went so fast that i1t leaped over the
Sheyenne River.

lMr. Arnt Helleand was married to lilss Martha)ﬁﬁ&u/in Griggs County
in December, 1892. . :

They had eleven children, two of whom are deszd. Jonas who died in
France during the WorlédWar, and Hans who 2lso was to war and died in
1923. The other children sre Hjelmer Helland, Binforé, N. Dak., Fritlef
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A. Helland, Binford, N. Dek., Otto A. Helland, Binford, N. Dak.,Miss
Minnie Helland, Binford, N. Dsk., Seval Helleand, Binford, N. Dgk.,Miss
Selma Helland, Binford, N. Dsk., Rudodph Helland, Binford, N. Dak.
Kermlt Helland, Binford, N. Dak. Walter Helland, Binford, N. Dzak.

The present home of Mr. Helland is in Addie Township, Section 34,
and his gddress is A. J. Helland, Binford, N. Dsk., R. F. D. 2, Box 8.
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Mr. Arnt J. Helland is the son of WMrs. Marie and Mr. Jonas A.
Helland, who lived in Yorway.
~Mr. Arnt Helland was born February 9th near the town of Stav-
anger, Norway. ;
~ He came to America because he thought he could earn money more
quickly in America than he could at his former home. He first came to
| Montana in 1887 where he was for some time before coming to North
~ Dakota. When he came from Montana to North Dakota he had to pay the
fare to St. Paul because he could not get a ticket to Sanborn where
he intended to stop. He came to North Dakota in November 1892. He
did not go any farther becausm he was too poor to get out of the
state. ]
Mr. Helland gave .the Indlans milk and other food, who in return d
gave him some berries which they had gathered in the woods on the 5
shore of Lake Addie. The Indians then had a big camp where Mr. Helland
now has his home., They also trﬂhpod and hunted gophers which they ate.
Before they made theilr camp there were many gophers but after a. short
time there were none left. - i
Mr. Helland took up land in Griggs County, Addie township on the 2
northeast quarter of section 34, Range 60, Township 147 north. MWNr.
Helland built his first home by digging in a s8ide hill and laying sod
for the front. In the winter the snow drifted over it and they had
to go through a long tunnel of snow to go in and out. The house was
so snowed under that they could hear the wolves running over it at
night, where they had a path across the roof. In summer the grass
grew on the roof of»the house. .
The trip to town was a long and hard journey, especially in the
i winter when the snow was three or four feet deep and the distance
twelve miles.
The nearest neighbor was Mr. Fred.A. Sfineclair who lived two miles
away . :
The early farm machinery was a wood mower and a hay rack with a
wooden frame and wheels. The team used in his work was a team of oxen.
He had no grain crops because he raised sheep.
The fuel used was cow chips and timber that was found around the
prairic. i ' ; ‘ |
The greatest hardships of the early days were'.the prairie fires
because of the broad prairies. One of these fires started where
McHenry now 1s and traveled over the land where Nr. Helland now :
lives and he had to chase his sheep out in the lake to vrevent their
being burned. The fire burned the grass off the roof of .a neighbors
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/ sod house and went over a hay stack without doing any damage becuase @
& of the rapidity with which the fire sped. The men ran out and threw j
St off the burning hav and put it out. It was said that thiq fire went 4
so fast that 1t leaped over the Sheyenne River. 3

Mr. Arnt Helland was married to Miss Martha in Griggs 1

County in December 1892. They had eleven children, two of who are
dead. Jonas who died in France durin" the World War, and Hans who
also was to war and died in 1923. The other children are Hjelmer
Helland, Binford, North Dakota, Fritjof A. Helland, Binford, Otto A.
Helland, Binford, Miss Minnie Helland,.Binford, QevnW %elland Bin-
ford, Miss Selma Helland, Binford, Pudolph Hel]and Binford, Ksrmit
elTand Binford, ‘walter Helland, Binford. ;

Thn present home of Mr. Welland is in Addie Township, Section 34,
endhix address 18 A. J. Helland, Binford, N..Dak., B.ED B8l &

-~Rudolph Helland
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Helland, who lived in Norway.
#r. Arnt Hellsnd wae born ?ﬁ&xaary Bth;viéﬁﬁ near. tha tewn af aﬁavu
8T, Horway. -
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state.
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Lake Addie.
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“They ules $repped and hupted gophers which they ate. RBefore they
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were none left. -
~fur. Helland took up land In- ﬁrlggs«eounty, Aditie tannahip on the 0%
northosst quarter of section 34, nﬁg 80, Township 147 nerth.. =
¥r. Hellend built his firat home by tgging in & side hill snd layw :
ing sod for the fromt. In the winiér the gnow drifted over it and
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miles.
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“woodsn [rame and Wheeiu. The tesm used La his wark wEs a tnam o{
oxeén.
"Be hed no grain cxapa %eeaase he rn;;sé ihasy 4
The fuel used was cow chips and timber thet wes found xzaund tha

prajirie, -

 7The grastest haxéships of‘t&e aarlv Hays were th& px&if%e f&res ha- {{xi

cause of the broad prairies, One of these fires. stsrted whare .

Motenry now is and trsveled over the lond where. gr. Hellend ﬂmmr
 1ives and he had t0 chase his sheed out in the lake 1O prevent nkszx

being burned: The fire burned the grass off the roof of & ﬁaighbetﬂ
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PIONETR BIOGRAPHY
John Helmer

The names of the pioneer's parents were Ole Helmer and Sigrid
Helmer. The pioneer's name is John Helmer. He was born in
Drangedal, Norway, July 30, 1875. His closest town was Fargo in
Norway. The reason for the pioneer leaving home in Norway was for
hard times and for a good prospect of making money here in America
and the reason he came to North Dakota instead of any other state
was for the free land here and its rich soil for farming. John
Helmer came from Norwav to Minnesota and from Minnesota to North
Dakota. John Helmer and his father shipped a carload of cattle
from Minnesota to Valley Citv. John Helmer eand his father drove
the cattle from Valley City across the country for 31 miles to
present home of Iver Fanson's farm. John Helmer and hie father
took up land three milesg north of ¥arnak in Broadview township.
Their first house was 2 god house. The made the roof of the house
out of bark of trees by the river. .

The fuel of early days was wood which they =zot from the river.
John Helmer was not married. The name and address of the pioneer
was John Helmer, Wannaford, Route #1, N. Dak.

The present home of the pioneer is three miles north of Xarnak
on the west side of the road. John Helmer was also a trapper.

-=-A1f Jonasen
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The names of the pioneer's parents were Ole Helmer and Sigrid
Helmer. The pioneer's name 1s John Helmer. He was born in Drangedal,
Norway, July 30, 1876. His closest town was Kargo in Norway. The reason
for the piloneer leaving home in Norway was for hard times and for a good
prospect of mgking money here in America and the reason.he came to North
Dekota instead of zny other state was for the free land here and its rich
soil for farming. John Helmer ceme from Norwey to Minnesota and from
Mlinnesota to North Dskots. John Helmer and his father shipped a car-
load of cattle from Minnesota to Valley City. John Helmer and his father
drove the cattle from Valley City across the country for 31 miles to
present home of Iver Hanson's farm. John Helmer and his father took up
land 3 miles north of Karnak in Broadview township. Their first house
was a sod house. They made the roof of the house ocut of bark of trees
by the river.

The fuel of early days was wood which they got from the river.
John Helmer was not married. The name and address of the piloneer was
John Helmer, Hannaford, Route#l, N. Dak.

The present home of the pioneer 1s three miles north of Karnak on
the west side of the road. John Helmer was also a trapper.
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,Jﬁﬁha‘namgg of the ploneer's parents were Ole ﬂalmar_andc3§§§zd Helmer.

The pioneer's name is John Helmer. Ye wasg born in Drangedal, Norwsy,
July 50, 1876. -liis closest town wae Kargo in Norway. The resson for
the pioneer leaving home in Norway wes fer hard timee and for & good

prospect of meking money here in Aserica end the. reason he came to.

. North Dakots instead of any other state was for the free lznd here
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and ite.-rich soil for farming. John Helmer ‘came from Norway to §1n59¢';~‘4

ggsk and from Minnesots to Rorth Dakots. John Helumer and hie father
ghipped s carload of ecsttle frow Misnesots to Valley City, John Hel-

- _ Nt home of Iver Munson's farm., John Helumer
sad his father 'took up land 3 miles north of Rersak in Brosdview towne
ship. -Their firet house -was & sfod house. They made the roof of the .
house out of bark of trees by the river. o o i v,
The fuel of early deys was wood which they.got from the river. -

John Helmer was not married. The name and sddress of the ?iﬁﬁterij.;‘
ﬂﬂf“' John Helmer, Hannsford, Route #1, N. Dak, - ek e

The present home of the pioneer 1i¢ three miles north of Karnak on
the west side of the road. -John Helmer was also & trapper.
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£ \Bétuel Herigstad, son of Bzar and Karen Herigstad, was born June
26, 1852, 1n the locality of GJjaderen, near the town of Bandness, Norway.
He was united in merrisge to Inger Thu in 1879. Two children were born
to them before they left Norway.

In the spring of 1881, Mr. Herigstad together with his family, two
of his brothers, some other families, and a few single men, immigrated
to America. . He hes many reasons for coming to America. It was a coun-
try which offered better opportunities for meking = living. The genersl
finencial depression, high taxes, and expenses in Norwsy were slso
reasons.

This group sailed on the"King Sverre" to Hull where their goods
were examlned to see if anything was being smuggled through. Then they
went by train to Liverpool. From here they started their journey across
the ocean April 18, on the "Palmyra". On the trip the propeller shaft
broke. After two hours of signaling a small cattle steamer came to help
them. It took them to St. John, Newfoundland. Here they waited until
the ship was repsired when they egain set sall. They resched New York
May 20. From New York they took the train to Chicego, stayed there
Three days and went on to St. Paul. This trip had cost each person
about fifty dollars. From St. Paul they came to Granite Falls, lMinn-
esota where they had friends. Here they bought wagons and oxen, and
they bought plows but there was just one team of oxen and a plow for
every two farmers. Esch man broke sbout seven acres that summer, . The
men set out in covered wagons, and some welked to look for homes. After
resching Valley City they turned north and were guided by the Sheyenne
River. On June 12, 1881, they settled down on section 22, range 58,
township 145, which is now Sverdrup township. The Griggs County land
had been recommended to them by some men who had come here s few years
before. As the land in the county did not get into market until 1882
1t could not be filed until then, so the settlers kept their land by
"squatting" on them until then.

During the first summer Mr. Herigstad as well as the other settlers
broke up a few acres of land spiece, snd spent the rest of the time in
bullding dwellings and stables. His first home was built of sod. He
had the sod house three months, then he built a log house and had the
sod house for a stable.

Later in the summer he brought his family from lMinnesots who hsd

Deen left there since spring. Their first winter was a time of herd-

hips, theilr homes were cold and they did not have much money with which
_® huy provisions, and their nesrest masrket was Valley City, thirty miles
away. Thelr provisions hed to be stored in the fell szs it was almost
‘impossible to get to Velley City in winter time. They made most of the
furniture for their huts. At first they hed only trunks for chairs.
Some madeé  their brooms from tall gress cut’ in sloughs, snd stuffed the
pillows with down gotten from cat tails of wanich there were very many

in eerly dsys. They clesned their seed wheat thet winter by spreasding
1% out over the table and picked the weeds out with their fingers. A
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great many spinning wheels were brought over by the immigrants and were
for meny years used in the settlement. During the long winter evenings
the women would be cerding, spinning, and knitting. The men would many
times do the carding of the wool. Just sbout 211 the stockings and
mittens were home mesde. They made the candles. Whenever cattle were
killled 21l the fatty parts which could not be used for food were melted
“nd poured into several vessels half full of hot water. A number of
cotton threads from six to eight inches in length were fastened to a
small stick long enough to extend across the edge of the vessel used.

If 2 large number of candles were to be made several such sticks would
be dipped quickly into the fluid and then hung up till the tellow on the
strings had hardened. Several dozen csndles could be made by one person
in a few hours.

Their main crop was wheat which was a very good grade, but they
had meny periods of drought when they had little or no crop.. At these
times only their eerly training in being frugal and economical saved
them from giving up.

In 1883 a branch of the Northern Pscific railrosd was built from
Sanborn to Cooperstown. This gave the settlers = much closer market for
thelr whest. A market for buffslo bones was 2lso opened up, the bones
sold between ten to twenty dollars a ton. Mr. Herigstad as well as the
other settlers gathered many buffalo bones.

The settlers got their wood from the river and the little cosl they
used they got from the nesrest market. On January 12, 1888, he went to
the woods after wood. While there a2 snowstorm came up, he could not see
his way, and he Just let the oxen find his way home. They found the
way but Just got home in time as the storm got much worse. Prairie fires
were also common. Mr. Herigstad's house was destroyed in one of these
and would have been destroyed asnother time but wss saved by some plowed
land which had been plowed up for some potatoes. The settlers visited
with each other and had many religious services. Their first minjster
was sent out by the Home lMissionary Society, and their first meeting
was Beld 1n @ little sod hut but which shorty afterwsrds was turned into
a stable.

Mr. Herigstad's first neighbors were Frithof Greenland, Simon Ouren,
Henry Johnson, and Mathias Fjelstsd.

The pioneer's children are Keren Westley, 831 bollege Ave., Wheaton,
"llinois, Bard Jerigstad, Pendant D. Orielle, Alberta, Canada, Omon
nerigstad, linot, N. Dek., Inga, Conrad, Emil, Henry, Lydie, and Sylvia
all of Cooperstown, N. Dsk. His grandchildren ere Arla, Irene, Cyrus,
Roy, John, Ella, Ruby, Howard, Ira, Robert, and Esther Westley of 831
College Ave., Wheaton, Illinois, Jean, Roger, and Elaine Herigstad of ;
Minot, N. Bsk., and Dorothy, Ardis, and Marion Herigstad of Cooperstowmny,
N. Dak.
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Below is g letter.
Dear Brother E.:

The time has come when I can no longer refrain from greeting you
with a few words. Although the hundreds and thoussnds of miles between
us meke 1t impossible for us to meet and talk to each other as in days
gone by, yet it is well that by letters we may learn of each others
doings. It appeasrs strenge when I take my pen and sit down to greet my
friends and brothers in the Fatherlsnd in this way; strange sensations
surge through my mind and my thoughts wander back among you all; it is
as 1f T were sitting smong you in your own homes surrounded by your
families. Not only when I am writing do these thoughts and feelings
occupy my mind, but often when performing my daily tasks, while alone
in the woods, while driving my team of oxen, while working in my cellar
house of while wandering over the wide prairies, etec., do my thoughts
wander back to you end I often feel as though it is only & bad dream
that we are so far apart.

On the whole, however, I can say that I am getting along fairly
well. I hope thet through other of my letters you have hesrd of my
work here in buildings my cellar house, of the oxen, and the location
of the setllement, and lastly let me say, God be praised, I have been
feeling well up to the present. 1In elght days I expect my family to
arrive. I have had to be without their compeny the whole summer snd it
has been lonely at times.

I am not certain whether you are one of those who asked for advice
concerning Americe. On the whole it seems to be s good deal easier to
make a living, but there sre many hsrdships connected with the 1life of
a pPloneer, especlslly at first. I should like to see you and others
come over, yet consider the matter twice before you leave the Fasther-
land end the place where your crsdle stood. It is not a small matter.

Dear brother E.:

I have just received your letter. Thanks. Nothing gives me greater
Joy than to receive letters from friends and brothers in the dear Father-
land. It warms the heart to realize that we are remembered by you. God
bless you all. We are still getting along well. We do, however, wish
that the winter was past. We are a little fearful of the cold and there
1s but 1little money among us with which to purchase the needed pro-
visions for the winter, as during the winter months it will be rather
risky to undertake with oxen the long Jjourney over the prairies of
—~hirty miles to the nearest market. Wegr are praying for a mild winter
in our log and sod cabins, where some of us will have to put up with the
bare earth as walls and floors. A pioneer's 1life had many trisls and
difficulties which zre not so easlly overcome. If these were better
known in the dear old Norway, it would probably act as a damper on the
craze for America. We have no crop this fall, as we came here so late
this spring, but must buy all our provisions until next fall, so it will
be rather difficult to get through this first yesr.

From & ploneer in Dskots.
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Betuel Herigstad, son of Baar and Kafen Herigstad, was born June 26,
1852, in the locality of Gjaderen, near the town of Sandness, Norway.
He was united in marriage to Inger Thu in 1879, Two children were born
to them before they left Norway.

: In the spring of 1881, Mr. Herigstad together with his family, two
6f his brothers, some. other families, and a few single men emigrated to
/America, He had many reasons for coming to America; it was a new country
which offered better opportunities for making a living. The general
financial depression, high taxes and expenses in Norway were also reasons.

This group sailed on the "King Sverre" to Hull, where their goods
were examined to see if ahything was being smuggled through. Then they
went by train to Liverpool. From here they started their journey across
the oceancon fpril 18, on the "Palmyra." On the trip the propeller
shaft broke, After two hours of signaling, a small cattle steamer came
to help them. It took them to St., John, Newfoundland. Here they walted
until the ship was repaired, when they again set sall. They reached
new York May 20. From New York they took the train to Chicago, stayed
there thrée deys and went on to St. Paul. This trip had cost each person
about $50. From St. Paul they came to Granite Falls, Minnesota where
they had friends. Here they bought wagons and oxen. They bought plows,
but there was just one team of oxen and a plow for every two farmers.
Bach man broke about seven acres that summer. The men set out in covered
wagons, and some walked to look for homes. After reaching Valley City
they turned north, and were guided by the Sheyenne fiver, On June 12,
1881 they settled down on Sectlon 22, Range 58, Township 145, which is
now Sverdrup Township. The Griggs County land had been recommended to
them by some men who had come here a few years bhefore, As the land in
the county did not get into market until 1882, it could not be filed =
until then. So the settlers kept their land by "squatting" on it until
then. ;

During the first summer Mr. Herigstad as well as the other settlers
broke up a few acres of land, and spent the rest of the time in building
dwellings and stables,., His first home wes bullt of sod. He had the
sod houge three months, then he bullt a log house, and had the sod house
for a stable.

Iater in the summer, he brought his family from Mlnnesota who hed
been left there since spring. Thelr first winter was a time of hard-
“‘'ships--their homes were cold, they did not have much money with which
_to pbuy provisions, and their nearest market was Valley City, thirty
"miles away. Their provisions had to be stored ipn the fall &s it was
almost impossible to get to Valley City in wintep time, They made most
of the furniture for their huts. At first they had only trunks for
chairs. Some made their brooms from tall grass cut in sloughs, and st
stuffed the pillows with down gotten from cattailu of which there were
many in early days. They cleaned thelr seed wheat that winggr by spread-
ing it out over the table and picked the weeds out with their fingers.
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Below is a Letter [§9%)

Dear Brother E:,

: "The time has come when I can no longer refrain from greeting you
4ith a few words. Although the hundreds and thousands of ﬁiles between
/us make it impossible for us to meet and talk to each other as in days
- gone by, yet it is well that by letters we may learn of each other's
dO}ngs. It appears strange when I take my pen and sit down to greet my
friends and brothers in the Fatherland in this way; strange sensations
surge through my mind and my thoughts wander back among you all; it is
as 1f I were sitting among you in your own homes surrounded by your -
families. UNot only when I am writing do these thoughts and feelings
occupy my mind, but often when performing my daily tasks, while alone
in the woods, while driving my team of oxen, while working in my cellar
house or while wandering over the wide prairies, etc., do my thoughts
wander back to you, and I often feel as though 1t is only a bad dream
that we are so far apart."

"On the whole, however, I can say that I am getting along falrly
well. I hope that through others of my letters you have heard of my
work here in building my cellar house, of the oxen, and the location of
the settlement. And lastly let me say, God be praised, I have been
feeling well up to the present. In eight days I expect my family to
arrive; I have had to be without their company the whole summer and 1t
has been lonely at times."

"T am not certain whether you are one of those who asked for advice
concerning America. On the whole it seems to be a good deal easier to
make a living; but there are many hardships connected with the life of
a ploneer, especially at first. I should like to see you and others
come over, yet consider the matter twice before you leave the Fatherland
and the place where your cradle stood. It is not a small matter."

-V
Dear Brother E., | 5%

"I have just received your letter, thanks. Nothing gives me greater
joy than to receive letters from friends and brothers in the dear Father-
~land, It warms the heart to realize that we are remembered by you. God

bless you all! We are still getting along well; we do, however, wish
__that the winter was past. We are a little fearful of the cold, @and there
is but little money among us with which to purchase the needed provisions
for the winter, as during the winter months it will be rather risky to
undertake with oxen the long journey of thirty miles over the prairies '
to the nearest market. We are praying for a mild winter in our log and
sod cabins, where some of us will have to put up with the bare earth as
walls and floors. A pioneer life has many trials and difficulties which
are not so easily overcome, If these were better known in the dear old
Norway, it would probably act as a damper on the craze for America. We
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PIONE®ER BTOGRAPHY
Betuel Fericstad

Betuel Ferigstad, son of Baar and Faren Ferigstad, was born
June 238, 1852, in the locality of Gjaderen, near the town of Sandness,
Norway. He was united in marriage to Inger Thu in 1879. Two children
were born to them before they left Norway.

In the spring of 1s8l, Yr. Herigstad tozether with his fami v,
two of his brothers, some other families, and a few single men,
imnigrated to America. He has many reasons for coming to America. Tt
was a country which offered better opportunities for making a living.
The general financial depression, high taxes, and expenses in Norway
were also reasons.

This group sailed on the "King Sverre" to Full where their goods
were examined to see if anything was being smuggled through. Ther
they went by train to Liverpool. From here thev started their journev
across the ocean April 18, on the "Palmyra". On the trip the pro-
peller siaft broke. After two hours of signaling small cattle stean
er came to help them. It took them to St. John, Newfoundland. Here
they waited until the ship was repaired when thev again set sail.

They reached New York May 20. From New York they took the train to
Chicago, stayed there three days and went on to St. Paul. This trip
had cost each person about fifty dollars. From St. Paul they came to
Granite Falls, Minnesota where they had friends. Were they bought
wagons and oxen, and they bought plows but there was just one tean
oxen and a plow for every two farmers. Each man broke sbout seven
acres thet summer. The men set out in covered wagons, and some walked
to look for homes. After reaching Vallev Citvy thev turned north and
were gnided by the Shevenne River. On June 12, 1881 thev settled down
on sectton 22, ran: e 52, township 145, which is now Sverdrup township.
The Gricgs County land had been recommended to them by some men who had
come here a few vears before. As the land in the county did not get
into mar¥et wntil 1882 it conld not be filed until then, so the
settlers kept their Tand by "sguattine™ on them vntil then.

During the first summer Herigstad as well as the other
setters broke up few acres of land apiece, and-spent the rest of the
timne in building dwellings and stables. Fig first home was build of
sod. He had the sod house three months, then he built log house
and had the sod house for a stable.

Later in the symmer he brought hie family fro» Minnesota who had
been left there since spring. Their firet winter was a time of hard-
ships , their homes were cold and they did not have much money with
whicn to buy provisions, and their nearest market was Valley City,
thirty miles away. Their provisions had to be stored in the fall as
1t was almost impossible to get to Valley City in winter time. They
made most of the furniture for their hnts. At first they had only
trunks for chairs. Some made their brooms from tall grass cut in
sloughs, and stuffed the pillows with “own gotten from cat tails of
which there were very many in early days. They cleaned their seed
wheat that winter by spreading it out over the table and picked the
weeds out with their fingers. A great many spinning wheels were
brought over by the immigrants and were for many vears used in the
settlement. During the long winter evenincs tie women would be carding,
spinning and knitting. The men would many times do the carding of the
wool. Just about all the stockings end mittens were home made. They ©
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Betuel Herigstad (continued)

made the candles. 'henever cattle were killed all the fattv paris
which could not be used for food were melted and ponred into several
vessels half full of hot water. A number of cotton threads from

six to ‘eight inches in length were fastened to 2 small stick long
enough to extend across the edge of the vessel nsed. If a larcge
number of candles were to be made several such sticks would be dipped
quickly into the fluid and then hung up till the tallow on the
strings had hardened. Several dozen candles could be made by one
person “in a few hours.

Their main crop was wheat which was a very good grade, but thev
had many periods of drought when thev had little or no crop. At
these times only their early training in being frugal and economical
saved them from giving up. ~

In 1883 a branch of the Northern Pacific railroad was built
from Sanborn to Cooperstown. This gave the settlers a much closer
market for their wheat. A market for buffalo bones was also opened
up, the bones gold between ten to twenty dollars a2 ton. IMr Ferigstad
as well as the other settlers gathered many buffalo bones.

The settlers got their wood from the river and the little coal
they used they got from the nearest market. On January 12, 188g,
he went to the woods after wood. While there a snowstorm came up, he
could not see his way, and he just let the oxen find his wav home.

They found the way but just got home in time as the storm got much worse.

Prairie fires were also common. Mr. Herigstad's house was destroyed
in one of these and would have been destroved another time but was
saved by some plowed land which had been plowed up for some potatoes.
The settlers visited with each other and had many religious services.
Their first minister was sent out by the Home Missionary Society,
and their first meeting was held in a little sod hut which shortly
afterwards was turned into a stable.

- Mr. Herigstad's first neighbors were Frithof Greenland, Simon
Ouren, Henry Johnson, and Mathias Fjelstad.

The pioneer's children are Xaren Westley, 31 (olleze Ave.,
Wheaton, Illinois, Bard Jerigstad, Pendant D. Orielle, Alberta,
Canada, Omon Herigstad, Yinot, N. Dak., Inga, Oonrad, Emil, Henry,
Lydia, and Sylvia, all of Qooperstown, N. Dak., His grandchildren
are Arla, Irene, Oyrus, Roy, John, Ella, Ruby, Howard, Ira, Robert,
And Esther Westley of 831 College Ave., Wheaton, I11linoisg, Jean,
Roger, and Elaine Herigstad of Minot, N. Dak., and Dorothy, Ardis,
and Yarion Herigstad of Cooperstown, N. Dak.

Below is a letter.

Dear Brother T©.: :

The time has come when I can no longer refrain from greetin%
you with a few worde. Although the hundreds and thousands of miles
between us make it impossible for us to méet and talk to each other
as in days gone by, vet it is well that by letters we may learn of
each others doinges. Tt appears strange when I take my pen and sit
down to greet my friends and trothers in the Fatherland in this wav;
strange sensations surge through my mind and my thoughts wander
oack among you all; it is as if I were sitting among vou in your
own homes surrounded by your families. Not only when T am writing
do these thoughts and feelings occupy my mind, but often when per-

=

forming my daily tasks, while alone in the woods, while driving
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Betuel Herigstad (continued)

my team of oxen, while working in my cellar house or while wandering
over the wide prairies etc., do my thoughts wander back to you and
I often feel as though it is only a bad dream that we 2re so far apart.
On the whole, however, I can say that I am getting along fairly
well. T hope that through other of mv letters yon have heard of my
work here in building my cellar house, of the oxen, and the location
of the settlement, and lastly let me say, God be praised, I have been
feeling well up to the present. Tn eight days I expect my family to
arrive. 1 have had to be without their company the whole summer and
it has been lonely at times.

T am not certain whether you are one of those who asked for advice

concerning America. On the whole it seems to be a good deal easier to
make a living, but there are many hardships connected with the life of
a plioneer, especially at first. I should like to see vou and others
come over, vet consider the matter twice before vou leave the Father-
land and the place where your cradle stood. It is not a small matter.

Dear Brother %.:

I have iust received your letter. Thanks. Wothing gives me
greater joy than to receive letters from friends and brothers in the
dearFatherland. It warms the heart to realize that we are remembered
by vou. God bless you all. We are still getting along well. We do,
however, wish that the winter was pest. We are a little fearful of
the cold and there is but little money among us with which to purchase
the needed provisions for the winter, as during the winter months it
will be rather risky to undertake with oxen the long journev over the
prairies of thirty miles to the nearest market. We are praying for
a mild winter in our log and sod cabins, where gome of us will have
to put up with the bare earth as walls and floors. A pioneer's life
had many trials and difficulties which are not so easily overcome.

If these were better known in the dear old Norway, it would probably
act as a damper on the craze for America. We have no crop this fall,
as we came here so late this spring, but must buy all our provisions
until next fall, so it will be rather difficult to get through this
first year.

From a pioneer in Dakota.

---Myrtle Stokka
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PIONEER BIOGHAPRY S i
s  Betuel 'Herigsted f"?ﬁ?ﬂ m‘é“ ‘
A(Ba%uel Herigstad, son of Baar snd Karen Herigstad, was born June 28,
1852, .in the loecality of Gjaderen, nesr the town of Sandnese, Norway.
He was united in merriage to Inger Thu in 1878. Two children were
rn to them before they left Norway. ; o ey vk
f In the spring of 1881 Mr. Herigstad together with hie family, two of
| ©, bis brothers, some other famillies, and a few single men, immigrated
+ . %o Awerica. He has many ressons for coming to America. It was a »
country which offered better opportunities for making & living. The
general financial depression, high taxes, and expenses in Norway were
Afalso reasons. L Rl
Thie group sailed on the "King 8verre" to Hull where their goodes were
examined to see 1f anything was being smuggled through. Then they
went by trasin to Liverpool. From here they started their journey
acrose the ocean April 18, on the "Palmyra®". On the trip the pro-
peller shaft broke. After two hours of signaling & small cattle steam-
er came to help them. It took thea to §t. John, Newfoundland. Here
they waited until -the ship wae repaired when they sgein set sail, They
. reached New York May 20, From New York they took the train to Chicago,
stayed there three desys and went on-to 8t. Paul. This tfip had cost
each person about fifty dollars. From 8t. Paul they caae to Oranite
-Falls, Minnegota where they had friends. Here they bought wagons and
oxen, and they bought plows but there was just one team of oxen and a
plow for every two farmers. Hach man broke about seven seres that
gummer. The men set out in covered wagons, and some walked to look
for homee. After reaching Valley City they turned north and were
.guilded by the Sheyenne River. -On June 123, 1881 they settled dowm on
¥ sectlion 23, range 58, township 145, which is now Sverdrup township,
The Griggs County land had been recoamended to them by some men Who
had come here a few yearse before. As the land in the county did not
get into market until 1882 it could not be filed until then, so the

s /

settlers kept their land by "squatting" on them until then. - By -

=T buring the firet summer Mr, Herigstad as well as the other settlsrs
.broke up a few acres of land aplece, and spent the rest of the time
»  in bullding dwellings and stables. Hig firet home was built of sod.
He had the sod house three months, then he built a log house and had
the sod house for a stable. : 4
;4fLater in-“the sumumer he brought his family from Minnesots who had been
" left there since spring, Their fitet winter was a time of hardships,
- their homes were cold and they did not have much money with which to
buy provisions, snd their nearest market was Valley City, thirty miles
away. Thelr provisions had to be stored in the fsll as it was slmost
{mpossible to get to Velley City in winter jime. They made most of

% the furniture for their huts. At first they had only trunks for chairg

- Some made their brooms from tall grass ocut in sloughs, and stuffed the
pillowe with down gotten from cat tails of which there were very umany :
in early days. They cleaned their seed wheat that winter by spreading
it out over the table and picked the weeds out with their fingers. A

- 'great many spinning wheels were brought over by the immigrants and
- were for many years used in the settlement. During the long winter
evenings the women would be carding, spinning and knitting. The gen

would miny times do the carding of the wool. Just sbout a2ll the stock- -

ings and mittens were home made. They made the cendles. Whenever
cattle were killed all the fatty parts which could not be used for

. food were melted and poured into several vessels half full of het\wat&#.\
A number of cotton threads from six to eight inches in length were fas«;

tened to & small stick long enocugh to extend across the edge of the
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Betuel Herigstad (cantinﬁad)}%ﬁ'

-y

vebeel used. 1If a large number of candles wers %o be made several

such sticks would be dipped gquickly into the fluid and then hung up

£111 the tallow on the strings had hardened. Several dozen candles

could be mzde by one person in a few hours. , 2 -
Moneir main orop wes Wheat which was & very good grade) but they héd

many periods of drought when they had lititle or no crop. At these il

tiges only their early training in being frugal and economical saved
ﬂjh&m from ziving up. ' Byt ok : : ; " e

In 1883 a branch of the Northern Pacific raliroad was built from San-

born to Cooperstown. This gave the settlers a much closer market for

their wheat. A market for bufialo bones was also opened up, the bones

sold betwein ten to twenty dollars a ton, Mr. Herigstad as well as the
other sett , _ K 3 .
The settlers got pheir wood from the river and the little coal they

A

ers gathered many buffalo bones,

uged they got Irom .the nearest market. On Jsnuery 12, 1888, he went
to the woods after wood, While there a snowstorm came up, he could
not see his way, and he just let the oxen find his way home, They
found the way but just got home in time as the storm got much worse. -
Preirie fires were also common, HNr., Herigstad's house was destroyed

" in one of these and would have been destroyed another time but was

saved by some plowed land which had been plowed up for some potatoes,
The settlers visited with each other and had many religious services.
Their first minister was sent out by the Home Missionary Society, and
their firet meeting was held in a little sod hut which shortly after-

T

- warde wes turned into a stable.

' Henry Johnson, and Mathias Fjeletad.

Mr. Herigstad's first neighbors were Frithof Gisenland, Simon Ourén,

“The pioneer's children are Karen westley, 831 College Ave,, Wheaton,
' Jllinois, Bard Jerigstad, Pendsnt D. Orielle, Alberta, Canada, Omon

gylvia all of Cooperstown, ¥, Dak. His grandchildren are Arla, Irana‘
gyrus, Roy, John, Ells, Ruby, Howard, Ira, Robert, and Esther Westley

Herigstad, Ménot, N. Dak., Inga, gonrad, Bmil, Henry, Lydia, and

of 831 College Ave., Wheaton, Illinoie, Jean, Réger, Ydlidé and

Tlaine Herigstad of Minet, N. Dak., and Dorothy, Ardie, and ¥arion

-

*ﬁﬂerigstad>df‘Gabpérstown, N. Dak.
: RBelow 1s z letter. - :

\

¥

Dear Brothers E.: SR - 8 : :
: The time hae come when I can no longer refrain from greeting you

with a few words. Although the hundreds and thousands of miles between

‘us make Bt impossible for us to meet and talk to each other as in days |
gone by, yet it is well that by letters we may learn of each others

doings.

1t appears strange when I tske my pen and sit down to greet

wy friends and brothers in the Fatherland in this way; strange sensa-
tions surge through my mind end my thoughts wander back among you ailiy

it is as if T were sitting smong you in your own homeés surrounded by

your familiee, Not only when I an writing do these thoughte and feel-

~ ings occupy my mind, but often when performing my daily tasks, while
alone in the woode, while driving my team of oxen, while working in

my cellar house 6f while wandering over the wide prairies, etc., 4o

wy thoughts wander back to you and I often feel as though it is only

a bad dream that we are so far apart. : ; v ; e
On the whole, however, I can say that I am getting along falrly

well.

1 hope that through .other of ny letters you have heerd of my

work here in building my ¢ellsr house, of the oxen, and the location

aof the

settlement, and lastly let me say, God be praleed, 1 have been.

feeling well up to the present. In eight days I expect my family to

S PR




Betuel Kerigst&& (aantinueé} #ﬁ

: arzive. I have had to be without’ their company the whole summer and
1 A}t has been lonely at tiuwes.
CRr 1 am not:certain whether you are oné of these who asked for advice
& - goncerning America. On the whole it seems to be a good desl easier %o
‘ meke s living, but there are many hardehips connected with the life of
a ploneer, especially at first. I should like to see you and others
oum# over, yet considér the matter twice before you leaye the Father-
¢ land and the plaoa whare your oxadle stood. 1t is not a small matter.

- o

| have just reeeived yéur lettar. Thanksg: Hothing gives me greater
joy than to receive letters from friends and brothers in the desr
Patherland., It warms the heart to realize that we sre remembered by
you. Ged bless you all. We are still getting nlong well., We do,
however, wish thet the winter was past. We are a little fearful of
the cold and there ie but little money among us with which to purchasm
_ the needed provigions for the winter, as during the winter months it
e8as will be rather risky to undertake with oxen the long journey over the
prairies of thirty miles to the nearest market. We are praying for a
; mild winter in our log snd sod cabins, where some of us will have to
Ca put up with the bare earth ss walls and floors. A pioneer's life had
e many trisle end diffisulties which are not so easily overcome, If
these werzt better known in the dear old Rorway, 4t would probably
act as & damper on the craze for America. We have no crop this fall,
as we Gome here so late this spriang, but must buy all our provisions
until. next fall, so it will ba ‘rather diff;cult to get through thia
first year. : .
i 2 ; . Prom a pioneer in Dakota.

-=Nyrtle Stakka‘ Bl



Mes. Ings Horlg:tad
terview by Hanna.h Lcnde

Mrs. ‘{erigu'a«vi W ki bo&n!n Stuvanger, Nomuy, Octobor,
1859. She was married %o Batual #arigwtud in 1870. A girl
WA hoen in 1839 who 4 now ¥re. ,K_&-N“ Wautlay of Vheaton,
I11. April 10, 1381 Hr. and Wre. Herigetal left Worway
tor_m:nlca with Ole Wewtley and famlly, Curl Herigstad,
Andrew Vatne, Waldeuwar Kiubben, Knut Holland, Swen Loge,
Fhetstorhar Osland, Swen Lunde, Swen Lima, Ola Stakka,

Lats Heelgstad, Laureits Stal, Wiss A. Ogland, snd Toblas
Thine. _Dn thelr way over ths‘ propellor broke on the
ship wnd they were hauled in by & cattle shilp to 8%. John, : :
Nw:omadl¢uxd where they walted sevaral days for the ship
to be repalrsd, .
Mrs. Herlgetad wemembars an in¢ tdent on her wip ffom

#%. John. When the company arrived in Chiecago, 8ven Loge's
1ttle fel dled and vhon they arrived in B%. Peul, ¥inn. & .
boy wae born to them ‘@& the devot.

| Uout of the company was healded fow @ranite Fa'ls, ¥inn.
‘& short way out of Cranite Pulle, %the women ctayed u% Ole |
Lenda'ss The men bought ewch . yoke of oxen and & Covered
wagon and started for Dukota territory to hunt foriand. i

The men hal disagreed on the tlme they arrived in Grﬁe;g;'g
¢ounty. To settie the :1-1;agreﬂmmat they Wro e in o the |
seandinavian paper, Chicago. Ther arcived in Griggs county
J\mol{‘:,lﬂl. _ : | S o :

_ In w1z weeks Wre. Reﬂbutmi got word Ivom W, Haﬂgutm

th&t he hald lotuted land on setion 287, Sverdrup Sownship,



g others had lovated land also. The mmw

thm fook ths teain % Vu,.lay City und tha man tm 0 gmt |

them with covered wagon. Mr. Herigstad had !milt @ bmall

~ #0d house for the time being. When tha other women saw

7 what Ure. Hertgstad had to 11ve 1, they went back %o thelir
uugcna and ¢eiel like bables.

. They lived in $hts wod house wntil the fald of 1\3&1 i
-when ¥e, Har 1getw:i builst a lnﬁ house. ?hla 1&:3’ Q.uw we ..
on vma mumm la.zsd and thw vers not ullowoﬁ tcslxm on
th_grg. Mhe sare fall they moved to sectlon 30, Bverdrup

" township and had the log house moved up ithem‘.‘ Card
-Herigetad, bwother to Mr, Hnrigﬂuﬂx went %o MWomitana il :
- fall and wo ked on the fallroud. el

3 ur. Harigutu@ and some of the nuig;hbom went %0 Vallay -
Mty for provisions each winter. In Waxch, 1658 the Herige—
tads ran out of food. We. Herigotad and & Tow __qq:faqu went
to Coopar's fanch and brought home woue ﬂéur, ko.roaene. md'
pork., Ths next day Carl Herlgotad came frou u:mtana.‘ And rew
Watne was along with him. “They wulka'l Lron Vui.lay C‘ L8 A0 a.nd. |
wers, ou:&ly fromen when they mm.rhe«:l HMMMWI'». = .

__ Farly the next mo ming one of the men not feelf *¢ in the
Celling. A kevosens can was standing ¢lose by. ,‘"ho:{ Wi re

golng to open the window and .hovel snow fn to quench 1%,

i just ﬁhmx the kevosene exploded. Urs. Hordgn tad grabbed
the Children and fan out %o the bam. While the wen were |
trying to quench t!m fiﬂ'o, an Auren and Lmin Jo}msmx Cane

to help. Urs. Harlgetad hal made pancales just praviously



md hey douah was on the table. Simon Auren grabbdd m dough

and floure ﬁmin Johnson gravbed all the éllvemure and white
clothes. Mos$ of thelr bolongmxga bumed, ALL of uru. Herigsta&' b

$hings which she uhoriuhnd £rom Hnrwuy ware ’iwtroyoci. ‘ma

11%%le log house burned down completely. Auother log house rae
bu‘;}.t eight u.w;sy. The bumed loge vare uced % make the klum

In April, 133& another group came 1 row ucarwuy, u“rnn Lmdo.

Bor Horigstad, and Nels Herlgetud, "heywalkad x
City. Mr. Betual ﬂmrigutmi sharted out ror Valley Mty in
the aftemoon with oxen %o get sheir t runks ot - ' Tt wam many
days before hs got back. The stver had risen. I* had been
mmlmg and was very muddy. nm great difficulty ¥e, _ﬁnrzgum
maneged 0 ¢rous the M“ver. ‘A

Seven wkres of land was broke in 1888, :{.n: the summer of
1883 Me. #mﬂgum pleked buffalo vones . He pﬁkoﬂ ‘_akel;nonﬁ;
of twelve buf_k':uloq on hie own farm and s0ld then a;t Cooneratom.

M. Herlgstad bought a binder in 1 83. "he man he bought
1t fron was invited to have yﬁhickm Atuner wikh th em. He
Comuwentel on how good the &niuko;; diuner was and told thewm
the other pluce he wau %o he was offered sour milk. »

In 3886 Wr. Horigatml helped organize She tewnuhip of |
&vu:dr‘m. The w:eting was % Lowis Johnson's. Wr. Herfgotud
auggnau:.j. the nane of Svesdrup. It wae put %0 vt and was
nauel Svesdrup., < AR =

__As the vears passel the Herigotad's m.m BO 06 lmd to
ehe‘ng faruing, ‘hirtesn ¢hildren were born %o _:hn_;. He.
Horlgstad died in 1833, MWrw. Herdgstad now 1ives with her
daughters Syl¥ila aﬁd Lydia in Minot.



e Biography of T. O. Hetager
Mildred Heteger

Cle and Taran Cleon were the Parents of Ther Clson Hetager born
on September 1, 1867, in the country of Norway in the county of Halling-
dal, and near the city. of Drammen.

He left his former home, because he thought 1t would be a better
“ure for him in the United States. He ceme to North Dakota instead of
snv other state because he had relatives livine there. Landing 1n New
York by steamboat, he came to North Dakota by means of a train on Sep~
tember 21, 1887.

He tonk up hie land in the township of Resendal, Sectlion 5. The
first house on hig land was a frame ghack. On tripe to town, he either
welked or went with & team of horses. He experienced meny blizzards,
but no floods or prairie fires. Hic nearest neighbore were John Peterson
and Ben Cornet. He never hed any mechinery or teeams, because he rented
out his homestead as soon gg he had proved it up , and worked elsswhere.

Among the eerly schools was the Gellatine, Laura Amalie being the
teacher. The Ness Church was one of the early churches having Rev.
Quemme as the minlster.

He got his fuel from the river, hauling 1t from there with oxen.

He was merried to Recrel Skaar at Cooperstown, North Daskota in 1910.

His present residence 1s in Cooperstown, North Dakota.



