
:r I lliE -ifi. 
I J :1_r,l:,! p!t!
John  i l e lne r

The  na rnes  o f  t he  p ioneer r . s  pa ren ts  were  l l e  L te l " re r  and  S i ,ed  d
F-e l , ^ne r .  T i : e  p loneer rs  nene  i s  John  He lne r .  L ,1e  was  bo rn  i n
Dranc:e,J al ,  1, ' lorvra-rl ,  jr :11.r 31j ,  Ie71. yi s clo se st to.,vn wR s {,1ri :o i .
i ioryra-v.  ?ne reason for  the u ioneer  ler :v i .ng hone in  l . Ic rway 1{es l "cr
ha rd  t l i nes  and  i ' o r  a  good .  c rospec t  c f  ra l i i n i :  r ncne ] f  be re  i n  A - , re11ca
a ld  the  reason  he  ca  1e  to  l : l r o r th  Dako ta  i ns tead  c f  any  o the r  s ta te
w a s  f o r  t h e  * - r e e  1 a n ' l  h e r e  a n r l  i t s  r i c h  s o i l  f o r  f a r a i n i .  J o h n
I le l 'ner  ca11e f ron l lor . 'va:"  to  : l in t  *scte and . l ' ror r  1 , { innesota to  1ror th
r l a l c o t a .  J o h n  ' - I e l . ' l e r  a n d  h i  s  f  a t h e r  s h i p a e d  a  c a r l  o a d  o f  c a t t l e
f t rom j { i nneso ta  t c  Va l l l " ey  C i t l , ' .  John  } i e l ' ne r  a .nc  l _ i s  f a the r  . d rove
t h e  c e t t l e  f r c r n  Y a 1 1 e y  c i t y  a c r c s s  t f : e  c o u n t r y  f o r  B 1  . n i l - e s  t o
p r e s e " t  h o ' . l e  o f  f v e r  " J a n s o n t  s  ' ' e r r l .  J o h n  H e l . i e r  a n C  i r i s  f a t t e r
took  up  . l e : : : rC  th ree  ' i l es  no r th  o f  1 . (a rna l r  i n  l r oaCv ie l v  t ownsn i l .
T h e i r  f i r s t  h o u - s e  r s a . q . '  s c d  h o r r s e .  T i r e  n a C e  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  i r o r r s e
oi . r - t  rs ! '  b , . rk  of  t rees i :1r  t i :e  r iver

The  f ' r e l  o f  e " r l r r  days  u ras  wcod  wh ic i :  t hey : " c t  f ' r ' : - n  t he  r i ve r .
John  t {e l -qe r  was  nn t  na r r i e : i .  The  nane  and  add ress  o f  t he  n io r } -ee r
\ rya S JOhn Ee1' . .e1 '  ,  

' rAnr ' .a+r 'CfC,  ROrr te lJ l  I  - \ r .  t ;1ak.
T h e  n r e s e n t  h o m e  o f  t h e  r i o n e e r  1 s  t h r e e  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f ' K a r n a l r

cn  the  wes t  s ide  o f  t he  road .  Joh r ' ' ,  He lne r  was  a l so  a  t rapper .
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The names of the ploneerrs parents were Ol-e He1mer and. Slgrld
Helmer. The ploneerrs nane ls John l{elmer. IIe was born 1n Dranged.al,
Norway, July 50, 19?6. Hls cl-osest town was Kargo 1n Norway. fhe reason
for the ploneer leavlng home 1n Norway was for hard. t lmes and. for a good
prospect of maklng money here ln Arnerlca and. the reason. he cane to North
Dakota lnstead of any other state was for the free 1and. here and. 1ts rlch
soll for farnlng. John Helmer came from Norway to }illnnesota and. from
Mlnnesota to North Dakota. John Helmer and hls father shlpped a ca.r-
load of  cat t le fnom Mlnnesota to Val ley Cl ty.  John Helmer and. h1e father
d.rove the catt le f rom Val ley Cl ty across the country for  51 m11es to
present home of lver Hangonr s farm. John Helmer and h1s father took up
1and. 3 m11es north of Karnak 1n Broad.vlew townshlp. Thelr f lrst house
w&s a sod" house. They mad€ the roof of  the house out of  bark of  t reee
by the r lver.

The fuel of early d.ays was wood whlch they got fron the rlver.
John lle1iner was not rnarrled,. The name and. address of the ploneer wae
John Helmer, Hannaford, Route#l, N. Dak.

The present home of the ploneer ls three mlIes north of  Kannak on
the west s1d.e of the road.. John Helner was also a trapper.
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