
Biography of Betuel Herlgsta"d.
--L{yrtle $tokka

j 
\g"tu*l Herlgstad., son of Be.ar and Karen l{erlgstad, was born June

26, 1q52, In the loca1l ty of  GJaderen, near the town of  Band.ness, Norway.
Iie was unlted. 1n marrlage to fnger Thu 1n 1879. Two chlld.ren were born
to them before they left Norway.

In the sprlng of 1881, &1r. I{erlgstad" together wlth hls famlly, two
of hls brothers,  some other farnl l les,  and a few s1ng1e men, lmnlgrated
to Amer'lca. He he.s many reasons for comlng to Anerlca. It was i coun-
try whlch of fered. better opportunl t les for  maklng a 1lv lng.  The genera. l
f1na.nc1al  d.epresslon, hlgh taxes, and expenses 1n Norway were also
r e 8 _ S o n g .

Thls €iroup sal led.  on thenKlng Svernetr to Hul l  where thelr  good.s
were examlned to see lf anythlng wd,s belng smuggled. through. Tien they
went by t ra ln. to-Llverpool .  Fron here they startea thelr-Journey across
the ocean Apr11 18, on the rrPalmyrsrr .  On the tr lp the propel ler-  shaft
broke. Af ' ter  two hours of  s lgna11ng a smal l  cat t le stea"mer came to help
them. f t  took them to St.  John, Newfoundland".  Here they walted" unt l l
1-h" shlp was repa.lred when they a.galn set sa1l. They reached New york
M-af 20. Fron New York they took tfre traln to Chlcago, stayed there
three da-ys and. went on to St. Paul. Thls trlp had. 6ost eabh person
about flfty d.oIlars. From St. Paul they came to Gra-nlte Fatfi, }, i1nn-
egota where t4"y had frlends. I{ere thby bought wegons and. oxen, and
they bought olows but there was Just one team*of ox6n and. a plow for
every two fatmers. Each man brolre about seven acres that summerr.The
men set out ln covered" wagons, and- some ura" lked. to look for  homes. After
ree"chlng Valley 91ty they turned. north and were gulded by the Sheyenne
Rlver.  on June- 12, 1881, they sett led d"own on sect lon zb,,  range 5g,
townshlp !45' whlch ls now Sverd.rup townshlp. The Grlggs'Coun{y land.
had- been recommend.ed. to them by some men who had come [Ere a reiv years
before.  As the land. 1n the county d" ld" not get lnto market unt l l  lBBz
l t  could.  not  be f l led unt1l  then, so the sei t lers kept thelr  land. byf f  seuatt lngrt  on them unt l1 then.

Durlng the f l rst  summer l i l r .  Her lgstad. as wel l  a.s the other set t lers
.bro$g up a few a.cres of  land aplece, ind.  spent the rest  of  the t lme ln
bul ld ' lng dwel l lngs and stables.  His f l rst  home was bu1l t  of  sod..  He
irad' the sod- house three nonths, then he bu1lt a log house and. he.d. the
sod i rouse for a stable.

Later ln the summer he brought hls famlly from i 'Jlnnesota who ha6
)een lef t  there s lnce spr lng.  T[e1r f l rst  wlnter was a t lme of  hard.-
hlps, thelr hornes $.rere eold and they d"id. not have much money wlth whleh

- u buy provls lonsr a. td.  i i re l r  nearest  ma-rket was Val ley C1ty,  th l r ty nl les
eway'  fhelr  provls lons had to be stored. ln the fa1l  as i t  was almost
-mposslble xo g_et to Va.L1ey gl ty ln wlnter t l rae.  They mad.e most of  the
furnl ture for  thelr  huts.  At  f l rst  they hed" only t runks for chalrs.
Some nade thelr  brooms from taI l  gre.ss cut ' l -n s ioughsr srrd stuf fed- thepl11ows wlth down. gotten from ca.t talls of wcloh th6re were very me_ny
ll early d-a.ys. They cleaned- thelr seed. wheat that wlnter by splead.lng
lt out over the table and plcked the weed.e out wlth thelr rLnglrs. A
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great many splnnlng wheels were brought over by the lnmlgrants and were
for many years used. ln the settlement. Durlng the long fr1nter evenlngs
the wonen would. be ca,rdlng, splnnlngr e.rid. knltt lng, TEe nen would. many
tfunes d.o the caril lng of tf ie woo1. Just about a.l l-the stocklngs a-nd
nlttens were home mad.e. They mad.e the cand.les. Whenever cattle Tsere
kll led' all- the fatty parts whlch could. not be used. for food" were melted.-nd poured. lnto several  vessels hal f  fu l l  of  hot  water.  A number of
cot ton thread"s f rom s1x to elght lnehes 1n length were fa,stened. to a
smal l  st lck long enough to extend. across the eage of  the vessel  used..
ff a large number of cand.les were to be rnad-e seieral such stlcks would.
be dlpped. qulckly lnto the fluld. and then hung up 1111 the tal1ow on the
strlngs had. hard.ened.. Several d.ozen cand.les coufa be made by one person
1n a few hours.

Thelr maln crop was wheat whleh lras a. very good. grad"e, but theytrad' many perlod.s of d.rought yrhen they had. l1tt1e*or no crop. At these
tlmes only thelr early t ialnlng ln belng fruga"l a-nd economlcal saved.
then from glvlng up.

In 1885 a branch of  the Northern Pacl f lc  ra l l road was bu1l t  f ron
Sanborn to Cooperstown. Thls gave the sett lers e.  much closer market for
thelr  wheB.t .  A market for  buffe. lo bones was also ouened. uo, the bones
so ld  be tween ten  to  twenty  do l la rs  a  ton .  l \ l r .  Her . lgs tad .  as-we l1  as  the
other set t lers ga"thered. many buffalo bones.

The sett lers got thelr  wood. f rom the r lver and. the l l t t le coal  they
y.sed they ggt from the nearest ma.rket. 0n January J,Z, l8gg, he went to
the woods after wood.. W?rlle there a snowstorm ca-me trp, he 6outa not see
hls way, end. he Just let  the oxen f lnd.  h ls ws_y hone. 

' ' i i rey 
found. ihe

way but Just  got home 1n t lme a.s the storm got much *orrel  pralr le f l res
were also common. I i l r .  Her lgstad"rs house was d.estroyed 1n one of  these
and" would' have been d.estroyed. another tlme 'out was laved by some plowed.
land. whlch had been plowed" up for some potp, . toes.  The sett lers v ls l ted.
wl th ea.ch other and. had manf rel lg lous ierv lces.  Thelr  f l rst  n ln jster
was sent out by the Home lv l lss lonaiy Soclety,  and_ thelr  f l rst  ineet ing
was beld' 1n :a l ltt le sod" hut but whlch shorty afterwB.rd.s was turned lnto
a stable

hir .  Her lgstad.rs f l rst  lg lghbors were Fr l thof  Greenland",  Slnon Ouren,
Henry Johnson, and. &lathlas FJef stad..

The ploneerrs ch11d.ren are Ke,ren nYest ley,  851 Uol lege Ave.,  t rTheaton,-111nole,  
Bard.  Jer l ,gsta,d. ,  pendant D. 0r le l1e,  Alberta,  Cinada, Omon

nerlgstad, I i ' l lnot ,  N. De-k. ,  rnga, conrad.,  8m11, Henry,  Lydle. ,  and. sylv la
911 of  Cooperstown, N. Dak. _Hfg granclchl ldren are Arta,  f rene, Cyrus,
ToI-, John, E1lar RubX, I{oward., fr6, Robent, and. Esther 'fuestfey'oi-ggf

!9f f9Se-_AtR.,  l$heaton, f11lnois,  Jean, Roger,  and- Elalne Her l [sta.d of
Ivllnot, N. Eta,} . '  and. Dorothy, Ard.1s, and Marlcn Herlgstad. of dooperstownr,,
lt]. Dak.
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Be low 1s  a  le t te r .
Dear  Bro ther  E . :

The tlme has come when I can no longer refraln from greetlng you
wlth a few word.s. .Although the hund.reds and. thousands of ml1es ietween
ue make tt lrnposslble for us to meet and. ta,1k to ea,ch other as 1n d.ays
uone by,  yet  1t  1s wel l  thet  by let ters we ma-y learn of  each others
{olngs. ft appe€.rs stre.nge when f take my pen and s1t aoivn to freet rny
frlends and- brothers 1n the Fa-therland. ln tlrrs way; strange senEatlons
Elurge through my m1nd. and my thoughts wander ba"ck a.*ong y6u all; 1t 1s
as lf f were sltt lng prrrong you 1n your own hornes surro;nd.ed. by jrour
famllles. No! only when I -u.* wrlt ing do these thoughts and fleilngs
occupy ny mlnd, but of ten when performlng ny dal1y tasks,  whl1e aLone
ln the wood.s,  wh1Ie d"r1v1ng my leam of oien, whl lb worklng ln my-cel lar
house' [Df wh1le wand.er lng oier the rs ld.e pratr les,  etc. ,  d"o"my thlughts
wand'er back to you e.nd. f often feel as though ti ls only a bad arEarn
that we are so far apart.

0n the wh9,1e, however,  r -  cen qay tha-t  r  em gett lng along fa1r lywel l . .  r  t rope" t lg. ! - through-other of  my let ters y6u hav6 hea-rd oi  mywork here ln bul1d"1ngs my cel lar  house, of  the 6xen, and. the locat lonof the set l lement,  and last ly let  me s&x, God be pra. lsed.,  r  have beenfeel lng wgl l  up - to- the preug". t .  In efghi  days f  bxpect mX fam11y to
a:rrlve. I have had. to be nrlthout thelr compeny the whole- suromer and. 1thas  been loneIy  a t  t1mes.

I am not certaln whether you are one of those who a.sked. for ad.vlceconcernlng Amerlca. .  On the whole l t  seems to be a good" d"eal  easler tomake a l1v1ng, but thez'e are neny herdshlns connectEa wrt f r  t f re Ll fe of
a ploneer,  especla" l Iy at  f1rst .  f  shoir ld.  l lke to see you a.nd others
_cone over,  yet  consld.er the matter twlce before you leave the Fe.ther*
land'  and" the place where your crB.d. le stood-.  I t  is  not  a sna1l  matter.

Dear  b ro ther  E . :

I  have Just recelved. your let ter .  Tha-nks.  Nothlng glves me greater
Joy tha-n to recelve let ters f rom fr lends and- brothers fn tne dea_r Father-
land'. ft warms the heart to reallze thp,.t we are remembered by you. God.
bless you al l .  $ le a.re st111 gett lng along wel l .  l {e d.o,  noweirei . ,  wlsh
that the wlnter was past.  We are a 11tt1e fea-r fu l  of  the co1d. and there
1s but l1t t1e_ money anong us wl th whlch to purchase the need-ed" pro-
vls lons for the wlnter,  a.s dur lng the wlnter months 1t  w111 be iather
r ' lsky to und.ertake wlth oxen the long Journey over the pralr les of
;h l r ty ral les to the nearest  ma_rket.  

-Wed'r  
a.rb , r raylng f-or a m1ld wlnter

ln our 1og and. sod. cablns, where sorne of us w111 he-ve to put up wlth the
ba-re ea"r th as wal ls and" f loors.  A ploneerrs l1fe had niany tr ta" ls and
d. l f f lcul t les whlch are not so eas11y overcome. f f  these were better
knorvn ln the d.ear oId. Norway, 1t would. proba.bly act as & daiaper on the
eraze for Amerlea. We have no crop thls fa l l ,  es we came here so late
-thls sprlng, but rsust buy all our provlslons untl l next fal-lr so 1t w111
be rather dl f f lcul t  to get through thls f l rst  year,

Fron a ploneer 1n Dakota.
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Betuel  Her i -gstad,  son of  Baar  and Katsen Her igstac l ,  vras born June 26 t
1852,  in  the local i ty  o f  Gjaderen,  near  the town of  $and.ness,  l ' {orway,
He was uni tec l  in  marr lage to  Inger  Thu ln  1879.  Two chl ]dren v , Iere born
to them before they l -e f t  Norwa.y.

In  the spr ing of  1881,  $t r .  Her igstad together  wi th  h is  fami ly ,  two
6f  h is  brothers,  some other  farn i l les,  and a fer ,v  s ing le men emigrated.  to

, 'Amer" ica.  He had many reasons for  eomlng to  Arner lca;  i t  was a new country
which of fered.  bet ter  oppor tuni t ies for  matr t ing a ' l lv ing,  The genera l
f i nanc la l  d "ep ress ion ,  h lgh  taxes  and  expenses  i n  } I o rwa l ' l i i e re  a l so  reasons .

This  group sa i led,  on the " i , ing Sverrer t  to  Hul - l ,  tvhere the i r  good"s
were exarnined to see if  ahything was belrrg smuggled ttrrough. Then they
we i : r t  by  t r "a in  to  L l ve rpoo l .  F rom 'he re  l hey  s ta r ted  the l r  j ou rney  ac ross
the oc€&n,  ot r  Apr i l  18,  on the f rPalmyra. t t  0n the t r lp  the propel ier
shaf t  broke.  Af ter  two hours of  s ignal lng,  a  smal l  cat t le  s teamer came
to hel -p them. I t  too l l  them to St ,  John,  1{ewfoundland- .  I {ere they vra i ted
unt i l  the sh ip v ' ias repai red,  vrhen they again set  sa i l .  They reachecl
new Yorlc lrtay 20. Irrom I ' few Yortrc they took the train to Chlcagoo stayed
there three da.ys ancl  vrent  on to  St .  Paul .  This  t r ip  had cost  each person
about  $50.  Frorn $t .  Paul  they aanne to Granl te  Fal ls ,  i l l lnnesota where
they had f r ienc ls .  Here they bought  wagons and oxen.  They bor :ght  p lowso
but  there was just  one team of  oxen and a p low for  every two farmers.
l lach man l : roke about  seven acrcs t l ra t  summer.  The men set  out  in  covered
wagons,  and some walker l  to  1oo1:  for  } :ornes.  Af ter  reachlng Val ley Ci ty
they turned north, ancl rvere 6uided. by the Sheyenne i i- ' i  ver. 0n June 1,2,
1381 they sett l-ed" dor.rn on Se ctlon 22, i lange 58, Tovrnshlp !45 , urhlch ls
now $verclrup Torvnshl,o. The Griggs County land had be( n reconrmended to
them by sotne men lrho had" come here a fev,r yec.rs before. As the la"nd in
the  coun ty  i d  no t  i l e t ' l , nbo  mar . kc t  un t i l  1882 ,  i !  cou ld  no t  be  f i Led  i
u n t i l  t l : r e n .  S o  t h e  s e t t l e r s  k e p t  t h e i ; :  l a n d  b y r r s q u a t t l n g r t o n  i t  u n t l l
then .  .

Durlng the first sumr.r-er IJr. I ierlgstad
brolce up a fevr acres of land, and spent the
d.wel l ings and stal : les. .  His f i rst  horae vras
sod house three months,  then he bui l t  a log
f o r  a  s t a b l e .

as  we l l  as  the  o ther  se t t le rs
rest  of  the t ime in bui ld lne

bullt of sod.. He had the
house, and had the sod h0use

ffi Later in the sururirer, he b::ought his famil-y from ll innesota, vrho had
**buen lc f t  there  s ince  spr ing .  The i r  f i r s t  v t in te r  l vas  a  t ime o f  harc -

.s fu lps-- the l r  homes r lere co ld" ,  they d id.  not  have rnuch mone)r  v , t i th  vrh lch
{ .n ' r - " r r r r  nranrr {  s lons,  and the l f  nearest  mar l ;e t  v tas Val ley Cl ty ,  th l r tyu v  _ v u J  j r r  u v !

m:tes  a l ' ray .  The i r  p rov is ions  had to  be  s to red ,  in  the  fa l I  as  i t  r /as
almost impossible to get to Val ley Cl ty in wintcr  t ime. The;o- made rnost
of the furniture for their huts. At f irst they had only trunlcs for
chairs.  Some made thelr  brooms from tal l  grass cut  ln s loughs, anc1 et
stuf fed the pl1lows vr i th down gotten frorr  cat ta i ls ,  of  which there v ' iere
many in early days. they eleaned their seed" wheat that v,tlntrgr by spreacl-
1ng l t  out  over the table and- plcked the weed.e out iv i th their  f lngers.
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ftlyrtle Stokka

Be l -ow  i s  a  Le t te r lgr,l

Dear  t s ro the r  8 . ,

t tThe t ime has conle 'when I  can no longer  ref ra ln  f rorn € l reet ing you
rith a fevr vro:"dc A' l* 'nnrr '"1; th.e l- lunclreds ancl thor-lsand.s of rnites bJtvreenr ^ r  u r . r v u € j l

us  make  i t  imposs ib le  fo r  us  to  mee t  ancL  ta l k  t o  eac i r  o the r  as  i n  days
gone by,  yet  i t  is  r ,ve l l  that  by le t ters  vre ma), '  learn of  ea.ch otherrs
d.oings. It  appears strange vrhen I tal;e rny pen and sit dol,vn to greet my
fr iends and brothers in  the t "ather lanc l  in  th is  rvay;  s t ro-nge sensat l -ons
surge^ th.rougir my mind and. nry thoughts wander back among you alJ_; lt is
as i f  I  were sitt ing among you in your own homes s.rrroindecl ny your.,.
fami l les.  Not  on ly  vrhen I  am v ' i r i - t ing do these tLroui lh ts  and fee l ings
occupy mlr  mi .nd,  but  o f ten rvhen r - rer forming m) 'da11y tas l ts ,  vu l r i -1e a lbne
in the wood-s,  vrh i le  c l r iv ing my tca.m of  oxen,  lvh iJ-e wor i : in , , :  in  n ; r  ce l lar
horrse or  r .vh l le  vrancLer ing over  t i re  wide pra i r ics ,  t ' tc . ,  do m; '  thoughts
wander  back 'bo ; ' e1 r ,  and  I  o f t en  f ce l  as  t l : ough  l t  i s  on l - ; r  a  bad  c l ream
tha t  l ve  a re  so  fa r  apa r t . r r

' r fOn 
the whole,  hovrevcr ,  I  can say that  I  am get t lng a l -ong fa l r ly

wel l .  I  hope that  th . rough others of  rny le t ters  you have hearc l  o f  my
wor lc  here in  bui ld ing rny ce l lar  house,  o f  the oxen,  and the locat ion of
the  se t t l emen t .  And  Ias t I y  1e t  me  say . ,  God  be  p ra i sed ,  I  have  been
fee l l ng  we l l  up  to  the  p resen t .  I n  e lgh t  days  I  expec t  r : r y  f am i l y  t o
arrive; I  have had to be wlthout t ireir company the whole sumrner and it
has  been  lone ly  a t  t i r nes . t r

t t I  am not  cer ta in  vrhet i rer  you are onc of  those who a,o l ted.  for  ad.v ice
concern ing Amer ica.  0n thc vrh.o le i t  se erns to  be a.  g5oocl  deal  eas ier  to
r rs l :e  a 1 i  v- inc l  but  t i rere a?e manl t  harc ish ips co l1rr€cted rv i th  the l l fe  of
a  p io l . ee r ,  espec ia l l y  a t  f i r s t .  I  shou ld  l i ke  to  see  you  and  o the rs
come over ,  yet  consic ior  t i re  rnat ter  twlce before;  you leave the F 'ather land
and .  t he  p lace  where  you r  c rad le  s tood .  I t  l s  no t  a  sma l f  ma t te r . "

D e a r  B r o t h e r  E . , \ 1)x\ -r

I t I  have just  received your  le t ter ,  thantr ;s .  I 'Toth ing g ive s  me qreater
inr r  t l ren to  reeeive le t ters  f rom f r iend-s and brothers in  the dear  i r r . ther-
. J  " J

lancl. I t  v,rarms the heart to realize that v'/e are rernerrbcreci by you. God
bless ) rou aI lJ  'vde are s t l l l  get t ing a long vre l l - !  r re  do,  hov, revcr ,  r " ' ish

_t::et t lre vrinte r vias past. 1, ' ie are a l j- t t le fearful of the coLd, rarrd there
is  but  l i t t le  money among us vu i t i r  which to  purchase the needed prov is ions
for  the winter ,  as dur ing the vr in ter .months l t  t rv i l l  be rather  r isky to
under take v ' r i th  oxen the long journey of  th l r ty  mi les over  the pra i r les
to the nearest  market .  t r /e  are pray ing for  a  mi ld  winter  in  our  log and
sod cabins,  vrhere some of  us vr i l l  have to  put  up wl th  the bare ear th as
wa1ls  and i loors.  A p ioneer  l i fe  has many t r ta ls  and Ci f f icu l - t les whlch
are not  so easl ly  overcomei  I f  these were bet ter  knovrn 1n the dear  o ld
Norwayo it  would. probably act as a damper on the eyeze for Amerlea. l lJe
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Ee tue l  " -1e . r i , l s tad

BetUe l  l t r e r . i  - a * r , 4  cnn  C f  BaaT  end  ra1 'e - l  r e f  i gg tad  r  F rFS  bo rn
J i rne  2s ,  185e ; - i ; " i i u ' 1Jca1 i t : r  o f  i i a r re re i l  

" " ; ; ' i ; ;  
t cwn  o f  S )andness ,

i 'Torwa1r .  Tre nas r rn i ted i : r  narr j -ag ie to  Tnger  T i : r :  in  _ ] -u?9.  Tvro ch i ldren
i rere born to  the: l  bef 'c re t i :e1r  le f t  l lor l " rav.

Tn  the  s - : -T inc r  5 r  IPH1  ,  " r .  i r e r i ss tad  to l : e the r  w i t t l  h i s  i ' a :1 f ,  y ,
two  o f  h i  *  n rb i i e i * ,  

-  
* ; ; ; - 6 t i : e r  f sm i l i es ,  ; - , . . ' ^  a  f  ew  s lns :Le  nen ,

i ' a l i , r ; r a teC  to  Aner i ce_ .  l t e  has  f l anJ r  reascns  fo r  con ing  to  Aner i ca .  T t
was  a  coun t r ' ' /  wn ich  o " fe red  be t te r  oppor t r rn i t i es  f ' o r  "nak ing  a  l i v i nq .
The  g ,ene ra l  f  r ne : i c i a1  dep ress lo ' . i ,  t , i gh  taxes ,  and  ex l i enseB in  l , .To r rva ; , '
w e r e  a l s o  r e a s o n s .

This  { ro l lp  sa i led on ' i : r . ie  r r l - . ing Sverrerr  to  l r ' '111 -where t r :e i r  gc, : ,J ,s'v?ere exa" tn lned to  see i f  nnrr t i l in , i i  " ras being sr r l rEtE1e.J throrrgh.  Tha*
they  wen t  o : , '  t r a in  t c  L i ve rooo l .  F ro .n  he re  the l '  s tp r te "  t i i e i r  j o r l i : ' ne . '
ac ross  t .  : :  , a r+p"1  Apr i l  11 ,  o f l  t l : e  ' rPa .1 ' r r , ' r a  i l .  0n  the  t r i . p  t he  p ro -
r :e11er  s ,  i : ' f  t  b ro l ce .  A f ' t e r  t i vo  hc l t r s  o l '  s i gna l i na  . i  sna l1  ca t t l e  s teF  *
er  c&' - :1e to  re l .n  the"a.  i  t  to : . ,k  then tc  St .  iohn,  l re : : ; f  or lnr l land .  Fere
tney  ' ' a i t ed  un t i i  t he  s f . i r :  was  r :ena i red  whren  t i r e r r  a ;a in  se t  sa i l . .
Thel '  reached lTevr  ls3 l i ' r jay 21, \ .  Frorn I ' iey ; r  York t f :ey took t ie  i r_ ,a ln  tc
C h i c a g ' c ,  s t a y e C  t n e r e  t i  r e e  , l e l r s  a n a  " ; s n 1  o n  t o  S t .  I , a r : l .  T h j  s  t r i n
hed .  cos t  each  pe rson  aDr tu t  f i " t 1 r  r1o11a*s .  F r r rp r  S t .  Pa r . r , l -  t he ' , ' eE '1e  to
G-a,n i te  Fal . l -s ,  r ' { innegOta.  r r r r . l :ere the l f  I ta , l  f r i  ends.  uere t l ,ey bor tg,ht
wegons and oaen,  e-" :d  t i :e . r  bought  p lor i :s  b i r t  there v ias i r :s t  one tea. ' . r  o f
oxel  and s.  p1o ' :  - 'Dr  ever : ,  two 1 'a . r ' rers .  Eac. l i  lnan broke r :oout  sevel
a-cres th t  t  g t r -n ' : ter .  The 'nen set  out  in  covered wsgons,  anc l "  so '?e r , : 's . lked.
t c . l oo l t  f o r  ho 'nes .  A f te r  reach ing  t l e . l - 1ey  C i t1 . '  t i e . r  t r - r rned  no r th  an r ly ie fe i . r r i  r te4 f . rz  15.  Ql .?r renne _Q. iver .  On JUne 12,  lgg l  tne. . r  Set t_ l  er i  , : i .Orvn
o n  s e c t : r o n  2 ? ,  t : a l  :  5 8 ,  t o , v n s l - i n  

' 1  4 5 ,  w h j c h  i s  n o w  S v e r r j . r i r c  t o w c s h i p .
The Ori. s:s Corrntv la-r,"r l  herrJ been reco'n'nen,C.er1 to then bv so,re nen who ha,C
co"ne  he re  s  f ' ew  J /ea rs  be fo re .  As  the  l . and  i n  the  eo r rn t . : , "  d i r j  n , : t  Ee t
i n to  rna r le t  r rn t i l  Lu i t ?  i t  co ' r ' l d  nc t  ce  " , l i 1ed  r rn t i ' 1 .  t l , en ,  so  the
se t t l  e rs  l r ea t  t he - i  r  1  an r i  bv  ' i sc ' ra t t i  . i  r t  on  then  ' r n t i l -  t hen .

L r r r r i " ' ; {  t h e  r  r r s t  $ ' , : i ' n e r  - ' r .  - ' r e r i i s t e ' i  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r
s e t t e r s  b r o k e  r - 1 p  r  i ' e ' r t ' a c l e s  o , ' '  1 = n d  a n i e c e ,  a l C  s n e n t  t i : e  r e s t  o f  t h e
t i ' i e  i n  b u j " 1 d r n g '  d v r e l l i n p - t s  e n C  s t a b l e s .  H t - s  f i r s t  h o m e  w a s  b q i l c l  o f
. eod .  ITe  hed  t i : e  sod  no r r . se  th ree  non ths ,  t hen  he  Du i l t  ; ,  l - og  ho r - r se
ai rd l icd t r .e  sor l  hcr_r_se - i  or  a  s ta i r le .

La. ter  in  t re  sr l rnvner  he bro ' i r .h t  h is  farn i -1y i ' ro  r r innesotF T, 'hc f ied.
b e e n  1 e f  t  t h e r e  s i n c e  s u r i n q .  T h e i  r  + ' i r s t  w i n t e r  l s a s  L  t i m e  o f  h a r d . _
s i l ips ,  the i r  hot res yJere co ld.  ar . r . i  t i rey r l i r l  not  have n ' leh money wj  r . i l
l v i l c t j  t o  b r l - l i  p rov i s lons ,  an r l  t he i r  nea res t  na rke t  was  Va l l e l /  C i t y ,
t i : i r t t r '  : r i  I  es  awp* r i .  The i  r  p rov i  s i ons  i . r r l  t c  De  s to re : l  i n  t hb  fa l i - as
i . t  - r vas  a l r l os t  tm i ; css ib le  t , :  ; <e t  t o  Va1 le l /  C i t y  i n  l v i n te r  t i r ne .  The r r
l e n i i g : i o s t  o f  t i , e  f ' , : r n j . t r r r e  f  : r  t l , e _ i r  j i r r f , e .  A - t  f j r s t  t h e - r  h l C  o n l _ v '
t r r : tnks f  or  cXei . r *q.  lorne , r tad,e t r . ie i r  broo. t rg  t t9r , i1  te i  " ;  sress et : t  j r r
s l oughs ,  a ,n : i  s t ' : j ' : ec .  t i : e  p i t l l r vs  w i t l  ' : own  ge - ten  'To " r  ca t  t a i1 .q  o i .
v ;h ich t ; :ere s , ,ere ver : , r  uanJr  in  ear ] - i r  r iavs.  fne-r_, -  c leaner i .  the l r  seed
wheet  that  winter  b- r ;  spreadine i t  o . r_r . t  over  the tab le a.nd-  r : ic l red the
seeds or : t  wi t i :  t i ie i - r  f  ingers.  A grea_t  n&r ly  sr - r inn ing wl :ee ls  were
orougnt over by t l :e ig'r i isra-nts al:d, were +'oi ra-rr, 'r  l fuE-"* used in t i :e
se t t l enen t .  Du r in ;  t l r e  l ons ' :  w in te r  eve r in - . s  t  e  wo , r ten  wou i , i  be  ca rd in r ' ,
s ' r i nn ing  a rd  kn i t t i ng .  T i : e . ren  v . ro r r l d  " l anv  t imes  Co  t . i : e  c r rd ing  c f  t i l e
wocl l -  '  Just  abc: - r t  a l l  t r :e  s tce. . rn ; - 's  en.d-  ,n i t ten$ .1 iere ho:r ie  na11e.  ?hey
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Betr :e l  I {e  r i . ; ls ta i l  (  co: : t i r . ' ;e  r i  )

r i 13 - i 6  the  cand les .  , rhener re r  ca t t l e  l ye re  k i l l - ed  a l l  t he  fa t t r r  r ; a r t s
: ' :h icb.  cor : .Ld not  l fe  r - tser l -  fcr  food - ' ryere rne" l - te , l .  enC' l : r : red in to severe l l -
vesse  "1 "s  ha . l - f  f r r1 l .  o f  ho t  wa te r .  A  nu tn ' ' oe r  o f  co t ton  th reads  f ron
s i x  t o ' e i g h t  i n c h e - q  i n  l e n g t h  w e r e  * a s t e - e d  t o  a  s " n . a 1 1  s t i c ' '  l o n g
e n o t : g h  t o  e x t e n d  a c r o s s  t i : e  e r i g e  o f  t h s  r y s s s e l " r : L s e , l .  ] f  a  l a r r e
n r : rnbe r  o f  canJ les  t i e re  to  be  ' r ac le  se r re re l  s r :eh  s t i e l r s  wor r l d  be  d i - ; oed
q ' . : i ck l r r  i n to  the  f  " l - ' r i  d  s - ,1  then  h ' rn r  ' tD  t i 11  the  ta l l o rv  on  thp
gtr in iss had har iene. i .  qevera_ '1_ 4ozer  eg-r !1eq ccrr , l -11 be : -nsd - , .  bJr  one
persc r  i - n  a  f s r , r  i l  - r n :q .

Thetr  "np in crcp r :ses n 'heat  v . l f  ;  ch r ras a ver \ r  ,gocd crE. je ,  br -1t  t ie l '
h i d ' , r a n y  r : e r i o C s  ? f  ' l r r , r g h t  w i t e ' r  t i : e t . ' h e c i  1 1 t t l e ' - o r  n i  c r o p .  A t
t l : : e r .  t i " nes  On ' I1 . .  t i - . e i r  ea r l ' , r  t r a in in . "  i n  be j .ng  f  r . r : sa1  :n i  

-eCo lO , l i . ca1

saveC t. i :  en f r: ' r  a' i  y i  1,q r l1 .
1n  LgeS a  i r i anch -c f  t t : e  i ' o r t . t : e r : r  pac i f i c  ra i l r oed_  was  b r r i l t

f  r o ' n  Sanbr l rn  t c  Coo 'pe rs t cnn .  Th i  s  gsve  the  se t t l e rs  a  y ; ch  c lose r
n a r l r e t  f o r  t h e i r  w h b a t .  A  m a r k e t  f l r  b ' : f f a l c  b c n e s  w a s  a l s o  o p e n e : i' , r - - !  r  t  he bones nc l r i  bet rveen ten to  t r ,vent j r  do l lars  a ton.  ' " r  t re i is_stad
as  we l . l  as  the  c the r  se t t l e rs  ga tne red  ' na .n ] '  b - r f f a .1o  ' oones .

T h e  s e t t l e r s  g o t  t h e i r  w o o d  f r o n  t h e  r i - v e r  a n d  t h e  l i t t l e  c o a l .
t h e y  t r s e d .  t h e r r , s o t  f r c , r  t h e  n e a r e s t  n a r k e t .  c n  J a n ' r a r y  r Z , 1 g 3 g ,
he went  to  the wooC s af ter  r rood.  l t ' , rh l le  there a snowst l r . r rn  care t : tn ,  he
co t r l r l  no t  see  h i s  way ,  and  he  j r r s t  l e t  t he  oxen  f i nd  h i - s  w6r r  t r cn 'b .
T i tey for . tnd the wa1;  br : t  just  got  ho i le  1n t i 'ne as t te  -qtorn sot  "auch wor ie
F ra i r i e  f  i r es  were  a l - so  co rnnon .  l l l r .  I +e r igs tac l t  , q  ho r : se  was  c les t rove r i .
i n  o n e  c f  t h e s e  a n d ' w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  a n o t h e r  t i r n e  b r r t  w a s
s a v e d  [ : ] ' s o " n e  p l c w e d  l a n d  w l r i s S  h a d  b e e l  o l o w e d ' . : . p  f o r  s o ' " r e  p o t a t c e s .
T n e  s e t t l e r s  v i s i t e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  n a r i  n e n v  r e l i E l o r r s  , - o e r r t i c e s .
The i r  f i r s t  nLn is te r  v ras  sen t  ou t  by  the  Fcme l , r i i ss iona i l r  Scc ie t - r r ,
and  the i r  f i r s t  mee t ing  was  r i e l *  i n  a  1 i t t 1e  s r rd  i r r t  wh ieh  snc r i i v
af ten ' . rarCs r ra-s  t r : rned.  in to a s table.

l ' { r .  I l e r i 3s tad r  s  f  i r s t  ne i sh } , : r r s  r r s36  F r l t t : o f  $ ree r . l and ,  S i ron
Q u r e n ,  H e n r y  J o h n s o n ,  a n d ' l a t h i a s  I j e l s t a . C .

T h e  p i o n e e r r s  c h i l c - . ' : e n  a . r e  ( a r e n  . w e s t l e y ,  i t r l  c o 1 1 e - - e  A v e . ,
L I l h o q * n n  T ' l  I  i: r r , E c r - u v u ,  r - r - r r D c i  s ,  B a r 4  J e r i g s t r - d ,  P e n r i . a n t  D .  o r i e 1 1 e ,  A l b e r t a r  

'

c a n a d a ,  0 ' n o n  S e r i g s t a d ,  
' ' i n o t ,  l I .  D a k . ,  r n g a ,  c o n r a , , i ,  E r n i 1 ,  I i e n r v ,

Lyd1"a ,  a r ' ' , d  sy1 -v ia ,  a1 . l -  o f  coopers tov rn ,  l f  .  Dak . ,  H i s -g randch i l .  t r en
q rg  A r1a ,  r rene ,  cy r r - r s  ,  Roy r_  John  ,  E11a  ,  R , rD l ' ,  Howa , rc l  l " r  ,  Rober t  ,A r , C  E s t n e r  ' Y e s t l e 1 r  

o f  8 1 1  C o 1 1 e , 1 e  A v e . ,  ' . { h e e t 6 r ,  f  1 : l - i n : i s ,  J e a n ,
Roger  ,  an , I  -E1a  i  ne  ue r ies tad  o f  r f  t n " r t  ,  l ' .  l ak .  ,  and  l i o ro thy ,  A rd i  s  ,
a .nd Tre r i  on l ler ig  s taC o i  Cooper  s t  own ,  l I .  Dak .

B e l o w  i s  a  l e t t e r .
D e a r  B r o t h e r  

" . :The t i . l le  has c .or f le  when I  can no lonEer ref ra in  f ' ron ereet ins
vcu  w i th  a  few  F ro rds  ' l . t ho ' rg i :  

t i : e  h , :n . r - f  e l s  an l  t hc r r sanc . {  o f  nn t i es
be tween  r - t s  na .ke  l t  i 'mposs ib ie  fo r  r r s  t o  e ree t  and  ta l k  t o  each  o the r
as  i n  deys  gone  b1 r ,  ye t  i t  i s  we l l  t he t  by  l e t t e rs  we  rna -y  l ea rn  o f '
each others doings.  I t  a j ) i rears s t ra.nge when T tar re rn_rr  pen anrS s i t
down  to  E ree t  . n1 r  f r i en r l :  a -nd .  h ro the rs  l n  t i : e  Fa the r ' l an r j " i n  t h i s  way ;
s t ranJe  sensa t i ons  s r l rg te  th r l ' ' ah  ny  m in_ ;  and  ny  th+ugh ts  wancer
ca -ck .  anong  yc rJ  a l l ;  i t  i s  as  i f  f  l ye re  s i t t i ng  aaonr  J rou  i n  you r
own holes sr l r rounded b1r  y6rr3 fer"n i l ies.  : l io t  ont f '  when-  I  an wi i t inp.
do these thorrg6ls  a" lC f  ee1:ngs occ4p]r  rny : l inc l ,  'opt  

o f  ten l rnen per l
f ' o r n i n l ' n y  i : i l v  t a s ' : s ,  u h i l e  a l c n e  i n  t n e  w o i i * o ,  w h i r e  d r i v i n g
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Betuel  ! {er ig 's tar i  (  cr=, t in i re . '  J

' '1 iy  tean of  oxen,  whi le  work ine in  my cel lar  house or  wh1le wa.nCer ing
ove r  the  w ide  p r r i i r i es  e t c . ,  do  rny  tho r :qh ts  r r yander  back  t c  you  and
f  o f ten  fee l  a . s  t ho ' - rgh  i t  i s  on l y  a .  bad  d rean  tha t  we  a re  so  f s r  apa r t .

On  t i e  who le ,  however ,  I  can  sa l . r  t ha t  f  a in  ge t t i n r  a long  fa i r l v
wel l  .  I  hope that  through other  of  m-t r  le t ters  vo ' r  l - .ave hea-rd of  ny
v ' r o r l l  h e r e  i n  b ' r i l d i n g ' " t y  c e l 1 e r  h i o u s e ,  o f  t h e  o x e n ,  a n d  t h e  l o c e t l o n
o f  t i .  e  se t t l e rnen t ,  and  1a  s t l y  1e t  me  soV  r  God  re  o ra i  sed ,  I  have  been
fee l i ng  we l l  r rp  to  the  p resen t .  ' n  e igh t  Ceys  I  expec t  "ny  fa - r i l y  t c
a r r i ve .  I  have  ha ' l  t o  ce  w i thou t  t he i r  connany  t l : e ' u l rhc le  sunner  and ,
i t  has  i : een  l one ly  a  t  t i " nes  .

l  an not  cer ta in  whether  ] 'o1r  a . re one of  those who asked fc . r  a- l r r ice
coneern ing  A rne r l ca .  On  the  who1e  i t  see rns  to  i l e  a  good  dea l  eas ie r  t o
neke  a ,  l i v i - ng ,  b r : t  t he re  a re  na ,ny  ha r ' Jsh ips  connec ted  w i th  the  l i f e  o f
a  p ioneer ,  espec ia l l - 11  a t  f i r * . r t .  f  shou ld  l i ke  to  see  you  and  o the re
come ove r ,  Ve t  ccns ide r  t h ie  rna t te r  tw l ce  be fo re  vo r r  l ea \ re  th ' e  Fa . the r -
Iand and the p lace ivhere J t rc l . l r  c rar i . le  s tood. .  I t  is  not  a  sqa" l l  ' t ra t ter .

D e a r  B r o t h e r  E . :
t  have  i r - r s t  reee ived  vo r r r  l e t t e r .  Than l r s .  \To th ing  g i ve*e  ' ne

g : : e a t e r  i o y  t h e ' .  t c  r e c e i v e  l e t t e r s  f r o n  f r i e n d s  a n C  b r o t h e r s  i n  t h e
r lea rFa . the rLand .  T t  war . " l r s  t he  i : ea r t  t o  rea l i ze  tha t  we  a re  rene ' rbe red
by  you .  God  b less  you  a l l  .  l t r e  a re  s t i l l  ge t t ' i ns  a long :  we l1 .  ' r l e  Co ,
h o w e v e r ,  w i s h  t h e t  t h e  w l n t e r  w a s  p : , s t .  ' f f e  a r e  a  l t t t l e  f e a r f r - r 1  o f
the  co ld  and  the re  i s  bu t  l i . t t l e  noney  a rnonE r r . s  w i th  wh ich  to  pu rchase
t h c  n o o r { o A  - . o v i s i e n s  f c r  t h e  w i n t e r ,  a s  c l r r r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  m O n t h s  i t
w i l l  be  ra the r  r i sky  to  r rnde r ta ' !<e  v * i t h  oxen  the  l ong  j ou rns l . '  ove r  t he
p r a . l r i e s  o f  t h i r t v  n n i l e s  t c  t l e  n e a r e s t  n a r k e t .  T e  a r e  p r a y i n g  f o r
3 .  n i lC  w in te r  i n  ou r  1og  a rd  sod  c i ' b i ns ,  where  some o f  us  w i l l  ha .ve
t o  p t t t  u p  r " , i  t t ^  t i : e  b a r e  e a r t h  a s  w a l l s  a n C  f l o o r s .  A  p r o n e e r t s  l i f e
l i ad  nan l i  t r i a l s  and  r l i f ' " i c r " r l t i es  wh i  ch  a re  no t  so  eas i l v  ove rccne .
T +  + h ^ ^" r -  r -  u i rsss $ere bet ter  known in  the Cear  Olr i  lTOrwA.y,  i t  wOul-c l  prOt l : .b l r '
ac t  as  e  r l amper  on  the  e raze  fo r  A 'ne r i ca .  , , f e  have  nc  c rop  th i s  f a l -1  ,
a . s  we  ca 'ne  he re  so  l a te  th i s  s t - r r i ng ,  ' o r r t  r n r j s t  | r 1 , y  611 ,  o r j r  r l r ov i s ions
u n t i l  n e x t  f a l l  ,  s o  i t  " ' s i 1 1  b e  r a t h e r  d i f  " l c r r J - t  t o  s e t  t h r o r r E h  t h i s
f i r s t  y e a r

F r c , r  a  c i o n e e r  i n  l a k o t e .

- - - t , ly r t1e Stok l<a
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-*fffiffry$err.rst*c t'y ftt*yffi" l,Fr+^-

. / n t /
,{Aetuel iterts*lptt, son of S*.ar anr} Karen }{erti lstas} wa.s b*rn June EB,

l€ iSA, ln the-Locat l t ty of  i i jn*.eren, nesr the t ,awn +f $endnes*,  $oxwny.
ite se"s united ln mnrrLage ts Inger fhu ln Lr3?$.' ?w* ohiLelren !y&re.

o4torn to the,n befo: :e they lef t  I IorwRy.' In th* *rr lng * f  l$81 l { r .  Ser lg*tad. together wl th hi .s f* .m11y, txa of
hls 'brothersr 

Born€ other f, 'a*i.J.t6*1 $Rd el few *inil}"e {Bsn, fun*lgra.ted
to .Sureric*.. lte hae m*"ny,ree.Bons i 'or comlng to *,orierlc&. It yrXn fi
country ryhlch offered bettor oppnrtunitl.ee f*r raaklns n Itvl.ng. the
generel f inancla} -r$epreeslon, hlg;it ta,xes, *nd extr)snse# ln lforw*"y wars

-raleo ree8ons
"JThle Srorp e{xl}ed, on t}re i lKt"n6; Sveiret to Hul} rchere thetr focrl.a wsrs

examtned to s*e lf, nny'fhln6 wa,fi belng .ernuggled thrnugh, Tirsn they'rent t " ry ' t rn i"n to Llverpool .  $ ' rom heie thoy started {netr  journey
s"cross the ocefr .n Apr l l  l f l r 'on thE nPa).myrst t ,  On Nhs tr lp t t rn pro-
peller ehaft brotrte. A,fter tws iroure of etl lnellnE e emnLL aattl,e steafi-
er sil lns tn help tbem. It tooi< them to St. John, l lewfoundland.. Here
they walteri untl l the sbip rvae repalreci ' ,.yhen they n"ge.ln. set ea{l. ' fhey

' 
reached flew York Hay eCI, S'rom ii lew York tirey tsolr the. tra,ln to Chtcago,
sta-yed there three dnye and rvent on' to $t .  Freul" .  fh ls t r tp i rar l  cogt
eash persCIn abnut flf ' ty doll.s.rs, Ftrorn $t. Faul- thsy ce.rue to $rsnLte
,'s.11sr ., ' l lnne$ota lcrhere they had frlend^s. ] lere bhey bor:ght wa"Sons end
oxenl nnd they hou6hb pl"owe but there uas juet one teailf l  of, oxen nncl a
plo$ f or every iwo'f&.rnrerg. l laott rns.n 'broke 

about seren f,.srsts tha.t
$u$i ,xer.  Tlre: l ien set  out ln ccvered wngone, and. sol l ig wal iced to Lqck
for hornes. After recrchlngi Ve.lley City thby turned nortlr snd. were
gulcled by the l)heyenrre Qi.vel. On June 13r-L88l. thfly settl.eci do',ryn on
eec' t lon 23, rn.nge 58, torrrrehlp 145, wi l le i r  1a nolr  $verdrup' torrnnhlp.
?hq )rlgsie #ounty 1*n* had beqrl rscsi$nietrded t* thenu i:y sone nen w].ro
haci  cCIme here *  few yef i rs before.  A$ the land tn the caunty did not
Set  in ts ' rnarke t  un t lL  LSSe l t  cou l "d  no t  be  f t led ,  un t f f  then,  so  t t :e

-  Betblers icept thei . r  lnnd by i t*qumtt tngt t  on them untt l  then. .-1 Dur l l rg t i te f l re l ,  suramer l l r .  i ' ' ler l .64wt,ad es wel l  ue the other set t lers
,broke qR n f ,e ' r  acres of '  ls , r r ,c l  $pteCIe,  *nr}  epent the rest  of  the 

- t l r*e

lr t  bui .Ldin; l  dwel l lnge pnd ste 'b les.  l i ls  f l rst  horrre wes bul l t  of  $od.
HS hed tlte nad house three s;p6t'hsp tt ien h* bull.t a 1og,; house and had

-the eod l r ruse for &, ntablg.  \
ALater i .n ' t i le suni t i i rer  he hrougir t  h in.  fa*r l ] "y f ro,n - ! . { tnn*eote who hed. been

Lef, t  there eincs r :pr"{r ' r i ; .  ,  f } :e i r  f ihst  ip j ,nter $s}* sr  t tore ei f  harf fshipcl
thei . r  i :ornes,s6re cold end they dld r i . : t  have much i l icney wlth whlctr  io ''buy provinloner nn* thelr  ne&"trest  i rnr . rket  wns Va13.cy Ctty,  t i : . l r ty rr ; lJ-es
a$s-y.  Tt te i . r  provlston$ had ts 

'be 
stored ln the fe l l .  a.s l t  was al"sroet

Lmp*s*Lble to get t,r Vn.l ley *t ty i,n nvlnter tta*, they inad.e ff inst of
the furnl tur* .  fcr  tnej"r  hute.  At  f t rst  th*y hr. ,d only t runks tor chelr ,e-  S*me mede 'bheir  brorm::  f , rors ta l l  f f r$"sf t 'cut  tn a}*ughn, and stuf fed the
p l } I c w n w i t h d q w t s o t t e n f r o r n c g t t e 1 1 e c f w i : 1 c h t h e r e w e r s T s r y , r , f i ' I I Y
ls en.rly d"*ys. Tiley cleened their sse{i wh€,st that wlrrte.r by epreaClng'' J"t out over. tho table *nd plcked ttre weed,* <lut sLth thei"r ftnger*. A
great iseny _eplnni.ng wheels w€re br*r.lght -nver by the lmni.grantn nrrd"
wE38 for rrany yea,rs ueed ln the eett l*$ent,  Sur ing' t$e J,ong wi,nter
evenings the wo:nerr *roulrl be cerd.lng, **lnnlng an* knl.tttng. The rir*n
qould. rs*;ty t i:see ds the cardlng *f t lre wool. Just s.bsut all the stook*
tnge *nd, iaittsn$ w#re ?r*:se lrrarls. fhey mp-de the gend"les. il;lenever
eattle lrere kll l"ed alL the fatty parte wii l*h coulrl &st' bs used for
foott wec* melted srtd pCIrred i"nt,r eeverel ve*setrs i ialf fu-111 of, t iot lre.ter,
& r:usber cf eotton. thre*d"s fro.ro cls to sight inshqs ln lengt*r were fes*
t*ned" tc r" s,$s,11 stlek lorig en*u6h t* *xttn* aers*s the ed;tr* of t;re



B*tuel i"lerigetird ts*nttnu*d) #*
, 4 1  a o  l ? F ? e  t n  I  . 1Te&ssL use*, If a ln.rg* Ruisbsr of se"n*.:"ss wsrs t* be nia&* ssTers

Buch sticke'*niro-Ui *ip;*[[-rirrfcgfy lnto t]:e f,]uld and, then-h*n6*up
ttll the tefiew on ihe birittgs ha$- hr:rdened' fieveral *s*en-oen*}es
souLd be mg"de by ong Pgrson ln n few hour*-

#$;il; i lI"io"-I"oe"*as sireat-rsirlch w{iq ? Yery &ss* gr*dei'but thev hd'd'

$isny perlUCIe of r3.r*ught '$hen tneSr h.Pd.lfttts- or n* srsp' At thess
t1mos only thetr earl-y tr*inins ln nei"ng frug*l a.n6 esoncmloal aaveg

* t h e n  f  r o *  ' - : i v i n 3 .  u p .  , a  ̂  - -  i  1  - - - . :  t r ,-,'In 
lgss a bra.rici: 'of the STorthern Fs.*lftc railroacl wa.s built ftrqilri $an*

-rrorn to co*peisto*n, Thi;-g*re tho. Bettrers a rnu&h c],bser rne"rket for

tholr Ishsatli-s rsarret ror Eutfs.lo borres was el.so opened upr tI: bonCIs

eold" Uetwegn ten to tweniy Aofiqrn*a ton' Str. t{erLgntad ae weLl as the

-  o in*"  se t t iere g* therec l  
'Pnsny buf  f  a lo  bcneE'

^;; ;" ;- ; ; i ; ; ; -alo{ pueir 
"oon" 

fro,n thn r ivei and ths t i t t ts co*l  thev
user3 tnsy s:ot ' . f rors.t i ic nea"iest.  r i rprket '  0n Jmnu*.ry L8v 1S8$n he wont

to trre yioode afte r woCId. '?{htle there & r:nbwstorffi G*.ne uF r 
'hs gould

nct eee htu**i l . i1. ' ;" ;" ; ; ' lui i ' i - : . i t  i rr*.sxen r i 'nd hle wav hone' Thev
found the **y-irut Just gbt trs** ln ti lne n,s' tNle etorsr 6ot uruah $orse.
pr*. Ir le f tres lq|ere Hleo csm,non. Mtr.  l ier lgotarl-rs housi i  was deetroyed
ir. ,:rre of theee i-.nd would ha"ve been deetroyed' nnoth$r tlnre but was
s*ved by $oltle plowed lsn<I wt",tc-t had been plawed un for sCIme potetoes'

Tire sett l .erc ntelter* wtth each other s.n,"x hatt  aa.ny reLl$toue servlcss".
Thelr f trst mtnlnter **,e 

-a*nt 
out by the l{ome slEetonary socletyn end

thei r  f i . re t , ; ; ; i i r r f i  u*e t re i *  in  a : " i t t te  sod hut  whtoh e i ror t ly  a f ter -

*waTda wns turned ln to & s tnble r  - -^ . r  i r { *an ^ , , ,  
' '

-si l :*n*" i [etncts f l ret noi,1i i iu,:rs *&re Fri thof Sreenla,nd' $Lmon {}uren'
l {en ry  Jo i i neon , ' nnd  i f i a th les  FJe }s tnd ' . -  n - r r ,. . t l 'h;-bi i i -* i , re chi,Ldren a*e Kiren l iestLey' 8$I Col lege AYe. ,  - ' r ' l^neaton'

.  IL1trnc. is, nnrrt  JenS.gttaA, pengn'nt -  lJ.  ' t r tel le n A' l"bErta ,  Ca'nada' lmon
\ [ ; ; t*  ; t" ,1, 

"  
i lot,  i , l l  $slr ,  ,  Xp$gp" f lonr*dn 6rrr i l r .  ] lgnry, Lyrl la '-and,

$ylvLa *.lt of Cooperstowri, rul-fi*f. ,i{tt grandihtleiren rare Arla, f 'rene
gyrus, frCIy,-6oin," i i f iu.,  nUnf, i {ownrd, Ir i l r  .Robert,r  &{rd. f iEthnr 'Sert l 'ey
of Ssl" Col ie&e s,r*. ,  ' fheatuit ,  l r f  i .nois,,  Jean,. i ldger, .*dl l f l {  " ,*t ts
t lLalne HerigHte,[  of 

' ] f lnot,  
] , t i  _- l ls i t , ,  e.nr1 f iorothy, ,Ardls, and Marlon

j ler l i ;etad c ' f  Ooo: lerstown, I t - .  CIak'
4  Be lovu  ls  a  le t te r .  

'  t

D e a r  t s r o t h e r  E ' :
Tj:e tf,ue has soms wnerr I gan no lon$ar refrain fro:u Sreetlni"{ yuu

wiur a. fe"'' yor$s. *lthoijgfr t'he hunrlrerie *.ncl, thouearde of nrlle* betwe6n

us :Bake tr1t fnnposEfi:Ie fgr'"ue to rnset and talk.'bo es.ch other as in days
gone l ry ,  ye t  i t  te 'weL l ' tnu t  by  le t te ls  Ts 'e  may 1ea. rn  o f  e*ch ,o ther$

d^oi"n$s. It ai:pears etrange whbil I. t*ke rny pen- and alt dswn to greet

$y f}len,*s a.nqi- urothsrs ti i  the S'mtherland Xn thts ss,y;, strange s€lls&*

tl"nns surse thrn-.:ryh *y *frrd *n*-*y thoughte warrder back s$6n$ you a-Ili

1t 1s as tf I werq nitt i: ig nil,ong you ln .your o$n hs$es nurrounded by,
y i"r_r* i r i lee.  sot ,only ivnen 1"*.rr t  wrt t t lg ,*o t } reee thoughto and fgol*

i |1g-}  o i*"py ny mrn*r.bui  sf ten sry i ren p*r fn lmln6'sy dnl ly tasks'  uhi le

alsne tn ti le w*ce.s,' lqhlle *rlvlng rny tee.m of cxen, xhlle worklng ln
my *ell,nx frou** df 

'whi.l"e 
vssrrderli lg bv*r t i:e *lde prn,trl.es' sts. p d-o

r ly tho*1;hts:w*.nder bm.ek-t*-Vsu enE, I  * f ten fool  rn though l t  Ie *r*y

n- l :ad dle*n that we rrs so fer  &p&rt '  
r3.yftn the *r*oiii, Horeui", I can c*"1. !q*l T.arii getrlng ?1314,-{"11

well. I *r*p* tn*t tnr*u!:l "otfrer *i: ny lettere-you trave irnerd of rtty
worlr h*re tn bulldtng my"*eller h*u*el *f tlae *eonr gnd tlre lsc*,ti*ti
* f  the xett len*ent, ni l*  iast ly, let,rn* enyt ?** be prnl*ef ' '  I -haV*'osen
feoLtnfr; rsell" up to tt * pt*ssnt. In *fgir* Seye I expect xry family ta



Setuel i{eri.get*d t*sntx.rmed} d'$\ e * . :  f  t a -

' 
arlLye. I ha"ve liad, t* be witj:r:'ut thelr sompany tire wlrsld su*rrer *.nd
I t  i ree  been lone ly  a t  t l i l ss .

.x I r""r, not ,*ertatn iqhether you r:f,€ one *f t ' l :sse wh* esk*d f 'or e.dvl*e
ccn*erning A*r*tlcn.. ' $n tire rryh*le lt s6*i{is to he a gnod denl ea*l.*r ts
lnake a. l lvtr:g, b*t thsre $re flp.ny hnrdnhlpri cosnested wlth the trtrfe CIf
e .p icne* r ,  eopoc la l l y  a t  f l xe t ,  I  ah*u ld  l l ke  to  see you *nd  t thers
coi ls over,  $et  congtdsr the matter twteg before yau Leave thq Fntber-
land anr i . ' the place *rhere ysur cradle sto, tC..  ,  I t  ls  not  e sm*r l l  s in. t tst ,

,fi'  ; lerr  brethr- : r  t .  :  r
I irn,ve Juet recolves yelur letter. fhenke. I ' loi i i lnr;r *;lve& iris 6r?ater

J*y th 'e.n to regelve let ters f rps f r tend* rr .ur i  hr t there in 1.he dgar
$'stherland". It wnrns ttre heart t$ r€all"fre the,t we {ife remembered by
you.  { }o r !  i : less  ysu  a l l " ,  ' i ! te  a re 'e t t l l ;e t t tn i l  n l .oag we l l .  ' ,Te  do t
hCIwever,  wioir  th i l t  the v i ' lnter wae pi"rst .  l ' {e s.rp a l t t t le feerful  of
t l re col f l .  r ind' f i i rere ln but l l t t ] "e roonf,y f r r ] ion; l  us rn ' i t ] r 'whlc i r  to pu.rchnm
the rreeded provts i .ons foy th* t r inter,  ns ctur inr ;  the r . t tn ler  r*onthe t t'  
w111 l :e rnth*rr  r ia lcy to unr ie,r take vul th oxen bhe loni ;  Journey r)ver the
pra l r ies  o f ,  th i r ty :n | lee  to  the  ns&rCIs t  inarke t ,  ' f fe  a rep t ray ln$  fo r  a
mi. l r l " , ,g lnter_in our log rnd eod ga.blnen where $o, ' t lo of  ug wi l l  i tc t .vs to
nut uo r i i t i . r  [ i re bere earth *"s wal . lg nnct f ] ,oore,  , . {  p i .ot teert  e } l fe hsd
tnnny tr iate nnC i l i f f  lon"r l t tee wtr tch s,rs nf l t  so eaet ly ovsroof le,  I {
these l t ler-S better knoprn ln the dear o1* $orwa.yr.  { i t 'w'ruld protrabl .F '
nc 'b a, i i  d,  da,r ip*r  on tne crazo for A' 'uer lca.  ' , r ls  t rave no crCIp t in le fn11.t
$.s l re $$rrs i rere eo Late th is e5rr lnql ,  i :ut  nuet Lluy al l  our provtsJ.o4a
unt l l "  nex t  fa l l r  so  t t  w lL t  be ' ra t i :e r  d t f f [ cu l t  to  ge t  t i r rcu i r ] t  th ie
f i rst  ye6"r- ,

f ro. l i  a pioneer i "n $*kcta. .

-*Hyrt le Xl tpkka


