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John i lo f lenson,  the p ioneer  of  Gr igg:s  Count ; ' ,  v ras born in  Asperusten,
a tenant  f ,ar :n ,  ( . ' iusma"nd.sp lec is)  in  the par ish of  Aanot ,  r )s tercra l -en,
l lor r : ray,  June 19,  1S47.

,{ is parents r,rcre l : ; iartha and l{sfen Aslrrusten.
neer I s nalne l.rras John l- loqenson As r:rus1.,en.

Tn iJ67r1r , rg1r -  | ,1 - r9  r f iO-
,  " - - r

i lp  to  fhe af le  of  n lneteen years,  h"e l :e l - lec i "  h is  i 'a . t i ler  on ihe farm,
rlrrni-nr nqp{- ^f t .}rc vi inter i-n th.e lumber r: ' /oocls, ancl often durir i ,r:  bhe
sl l rnmer dr iv iug logs on thc l tena ancl  o t i rer  r ivers.  Tn t l r .e ;year  of  1 t l6?,
h is  fa ther  o. ied ano"  the sarne year  a i rout  the f i rs t  o f  i r iay,  | re  emignated
t o  A m e r i c a  t o  b e t t e r  i r i s  c o n d i t i o n .

In the mountainoi-rs regions of l , lorwa-y, rna1rlnl1 a 1J-vinl i  was accom-
pl ished wi th  rnuch har ' - lsh ip and havj .n i :  heard of  the golden orrnor tun j t ies
in  Anai r i  na r "€ c je  c idec l  to  fo l l -ovr  the ca l l  o f  h is  hear t  anc i .  to  seel r  the
lanci of mll lr  ancl honcy.

?he  , : i - o t t ec r  dec id .ed  to  5 , ;o  to  I  i nneso ta ,  i ns te  a r - '  o f  any  o t i r e r  s ta te
i  n  r h a  r r n . i  , - . .  b e C a r _ f  S e  h i S  6 . n , r c i  n  , J  / r c " n  _ r O n n S O n  t t h O  I e f t  a h o i r t  t r r r o  r r e a 1 '  s4 r L . L  ' i ,  t J v u a L r d \ /  r r ! D  v \ / . i D r t . t  . r o (  t , t t  ( J v r t l t o \ / t l  t ? I t u  I $ t  u  u u . ) r A  ( ,  t , ! r \ /  J
prev iousJ -y ,  sen t  l e t t e rs  f rom \ , r i nona ,  I , i nn ,eso ta  to  l 1 r .  " l { o lenson  j "n
i ' lorvray, tel l lnit  l in part icu.lar abou"t t l :e state j-n vrhich he chvel-t.

l le emi-grated" to America about the f irs'b ofl  ir tay, 186?, vrl th hi-s
coustn,  IJar t ln  Johnson,  and h is  mother ,  l [ rs .  01: i .ane Jo] rnson.  I 'he t r lp
r ;as mad"e on the sa i1s l : . : i .p ,  . f ie fondo ancl  rvas p i lo ted by ( ,apta in } iar r is .' "1 'hey journey too l r  s ix  l { ree} : ;s  and t } : ree da;rs  f rorn ( i t r is t ian ia (Oslo) ,
I lorv ' ray,  to  r .ouebec,  ( .anada.  . ;ur in ,1 the 1; r ip ,  f i f teen r leaths oc( :ur rec l
ar :d  af ter  the corpses 1ryere prepared i : 'or  b i -u ia l ,  a  br ie f  serv ice $/as
conductec l  by the capta in anc l  the bod. ies were sr" rn i r  - 'Lnto the ocean c lepths.

After arrivinr5 in r, iuebec, the joirr: ic, 'y '  v;as contj-nuecl 'oy rai. l  anri as
1{ra.s conlmon in those el lr ly cJ_a;rs, the only accommodatj_on for irrult i l ;rants
were box cars ec lu ipper l  vr i th  p lan lcs around the wal ls  for  seats.  l l 'he1 '' ia'rmna'ra/i  +^ t1")e i inited Sta'be s bounclary to a lroint on Lalce l irrron, tr",rhereU V

the  passengers  embarked on  a  la lce  s teamer .  ' J lhey  v rere  lac l led  together .
d  c  n ' l  ̂ qo ]  r=  a  poss i i r le  on  the  na j -n  c - l .ech  ar iong ba fe*s  € . I ' t i :  l coxr ls  , : f  merchan-
d : i  se  w j - t :e  no  bedd" : i "n5 l  o r  b t : r l "s .  l ihen  t i ie . ' '  s61  too  t i re r i  s tanc l i r r . l  upr  th "e
onl'; t,ra...1 t o i;et re r:t vri:r.s t o lie dornln on tire c1e 01'" f loor . In about t:r-irt; '-
s i -x  t i re ; , r  lan t ]ec ]  l l -n  I  i l i : r i11)1g6,  

. "  j "scons i l ,  con t inu-e ,  i  f rg r , t  t l : i i s  1 : lace  b ; l
r a - i - 1  t o  L a C r r : s s e r ' w i s c o n s i r : ,  t h e n  o n  a  s t e a m e r  c n .  t h e  i r i s s - i s s i p p i - , i i v e r

1o  l , r i i -nona,  i i . i nnesota ,  rvh ich .  end.ec i  t i te i r  jo i . : - rns ; r .

In  cOl l l .o r rn l r  w i1 ;h  hLs  co t ts in ,  ' , .a r t , in  Johnsor r ,  and h is  mother ,  he
l a n d e d  i n  f  . i n o n a ,  I . i i n n e s o t a ,  i n  J u n e ,  I 8 6 7 ,  v ; i t h o u t  f r i e n c i s ,  a c c l u a i - n l r i i n c c s ,
or even relal ivc;s at t l :e t- ' r -rne, oo money.,  no l , rnovr lecl1:e of t i re l lngl ish' l  nn '^ r rq '=a  o  ^ond. i t ion  v r rh ic l l  l i ou lc l  no t  be  env ied  by  an ; r  c i - t i zen ,  i lov rever ,
* l rn r r ' - 'h  { - l raoa cond i t ions  v /e re  har r l  to  raeet ,  tbey  soon overcarno 1 ; l ie r ,q .  : t
lvas st-lnltler i,)-ni[ as the;y were i:rouilht Llp to bei:-r harii_ships _j.n tirej-r ear]-y
f : r , r , - i n i i r . "  i n  + i r e  l u m b e r  y r o o i l s  O r  o t h e r  V o c a t i o n s | n  t h e  m O u n t a i n  r e g i o n s ,_ - - . - l  _ ,  "

the; '  concelved the it i-ea at once t i ,rat the;v col;- lcl_ use ay];r bu.sh for shelter.
l irhe;r ha"ci a fer ' ;  ' r  rovis-ions left - l i rora Li ie tr" ip so t l--re*ir cor;r- lcl rna-najr le tr:  5et
along a fevr clays 'while sceir ing ernplo;rursntr-
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The ne: ' - t  day,  a f ter  a- r r iv i : :Lg in  l ' , inona,  1; inr , .esota,  the; , ;  met  a farmcr ,
Anclrevr T,arsoi:t . ,  frorn i i ighlanci Prair ie. I i ' i . l ln:ore Count;r, i l innesota, r./ l foqcrzoA r\"h LTnregngo:r to cone home r,: i i th hirn and h.e v, 'oulcl tr}.  1o h.el i :  h. irn.q  L ) !  ! v u  i , r !  a

He v*orked" for i lohl three oa;rs and was paid one dollar, v;hj_ctr rves the
most valued doll ,ar ire hact- ever possessecl. l . j re next da;1 ire l ' rent south'enLl 

came to $;; l fest !- 'opness, and }1e ir ired ]:. irnself for trnro months an6
rece ived  t r , ven ty * - f  : i . ve  do l l  a rs .

I: l  tLre tovunshi.1: of Amhers i . ,  irc nade l: is i lcme f or t, lr- i  r ter,rn -rreir y
vrot 'kl irr ai 'ori . f l  for ihe farlers anct j-n t ire l ; j-sco1si1 t i- :" i l : i :"; :"u;r i :" '
r , ' r in te  rs .  In  186t1,  he wor i red on ihe ra i lu 'oau ; ; rad. ing vrest  o f  l i r : .shf6y61,
and tne foLlovi inf,:  J"eirr ' , , , ,e st of Lansboro.

. l l is rnother, i ;rs. L{artha Aslrrusten, cei le frol: i : iorvra;;r to i , i inlesota
in 1812.  they I j -vec l  toget i rer  unt i l  L8?6,  v , rhen the p ioneer  was marr ied" .

] ie  rnarr ied l iaren lvester f  v iho rvers born on a { 'ann ca l_ lec i  l r jestern in
the oar ish of  Lu.nner ,  : -ar ic l r r .nd,  i lorvray,  the t l ' renty- t . l - i rd  c lay of  i ,ecember,
1055.  $he cetme to , tmer ica 'v l i th  hcc parenl ,s ,  P,er t l :La - iustad arrd.  I r lk
, i e s t e r n ,  a n d  f  i v e  s i s t e r s  i n  1 8 6 8  "

'  
l , i r .  and l,rrs. John . l{oi lenson $/ere marr-ied by . i iev. i ,r.  l ' , ia;,;elson at t}re

pa rsona i ;e  i - n , : l i , qh land  P ra i r i e r , ' i - l - l -more  co r - rn t y ,  I - i n i - reso ta ,  on  the
seventeenth dal '  o . f  i . 'e l : rudr) - ,  1876 "

?he] i . . l ivod four  i rears ln  Ar i i rers t - ,  \n / i ren they too i ;  l iorace Gr.eeley?s
aiivice: t tco ' , ;ost, young rnan and rl ,roman: to rnalle a irome for yol;: t  self and.
r r^r rF ' lnr r r - , ' l  ̂ -es. "  In  the s i : r ing. ;  r : f  1 ,9U0,  j , , " r .  tJogqenson le f t  ! ' i l - lmore4  v  v  v u  v l l \

C o u n t y  f o r  t h e ' . ; . i l c i : . e s J ; ,  ! r € v i o r , s I y  i n f o r r n c d  b y  h i s  f r i e n c ] ,  I e t e r
T io 'F  i r  i  c  n r r  r r r l r  nr -c r r . / r r rDrJ r r ,  * r ru  had been employer i  ' "v i th  t l t c  go . rc rnr , tcn l ;  s t l rveyors ,  t l :a t  the
nOf t j re r '  ' a ]3 t  Of  la rnes  f  6 . . rn t r i  r . r . t1  n . t -  . i . r  nOu,  Gr i6gs  County ,  V faS tO h iSl , ; ; ; ; ; . ; ;  rr .^ 

-- i . , , . ;* : ; :  
i ,^""n""" '"u '

i r (^u- i j . rvr ru urrv  v iqht  p lace for  an ic lea l  hotne.  i i r ,  i iogenson loo i :e ;cL for
t i rnber ,  vrater  anc l  l r lenty  of  ha; r ,  rv i t ich he founcl ' , r i t i r in  a  shor t  t ime.
i {e  arr ived"  at  \ ra l }ey Ci ty ,  t l :e  tvrenty- th i rd  of  Apr i l ,  1880,  by ra i - I road.t r rho  rav l -  do r r  he  s ta r ted .  f rom the re  by  foo t ,  a r r i v i ng  t l r a t -duy  a t  S ib le ; rs s J  .

Crossing. Durir:g ttre night a heavy snolvfal l  came, rnrhich macle traveli .ng-
harcler. l ie borrov,reci a- pair of strcis and" made use of t irem as far as v;h.ere
i , lar t in  Uelandrs p lace is  nov i .  l l i re  fo l lowing;  n ight ,  he camped.  on the
banks of  t i re  Sheyenne l i ivcr  not  fa" r  f rorn vrhere Torkei  I 'T jaa res id"es nov, / .
i , . r .  F logenson arr lvsd i r i i : r i l  26,  1eB0 at  Arnund l ie lson Ophei -m{s home.  On
Apr i l  27 ,  l t e  a r r i ved  a t  h i s  p resen t  l oca t i on ,  r vh i ch  has  been  h i s  home
in  ] l omness  Towns i r i p  eve r  s ince .  Th i s  ends  h i s  f i r s t  t n ip  to  Gr igSqs
iounty

Dur ing th is  t r ip ,  h is  f r iend,  . i 'e ter  i r ia th lson,  r i re t  h im here at  h is
presei r t  l -ocat ion,  ' fhey bui l - t  a  1o5 i ru t  on Se ct ion 16,  bro] :e  f ive acre s
n n d  - r r r J -  r r l a  q  n 7arru lruu ur., ourl le ha;*, and made some prei larati  ons for the coningl lq"inter.

During thelr f irst tr ip, the f irst postoff ice - ' i -n Gr-igg;$ Colr-nt;tr vr,as
establ ished in  the suml i ler  o f  188O, located on Sect ion B,  Township !47,
i lan5.le 58, later named" i lomness Tovrnshil : ,  on l-a.nd nov/ ovrned by $eva1
Frisvrold". ?he pOstofi ' ice v/as nameci B:nharn. I, ' ranl< Taper was the



r -:JioJraph;r of John l iogenson
- - l f n r . r l r - j l d  i l r r o  i l r n n d d q r r e l r i - ,< v r , ) r r ! A u  - 4 v ,  . o - , _ e l :

appo lu tec l  pos tL : ra  s te  r  a t rd .  h .  s  s i s te  r ,
off ice was d"lscontj-nr-r"ed i:"r e, J:eer ot:
Lybeck  ' , ? r . s  es tab l r - l shed  on  i j ec t i on  25 ,
pos t i ; 1as te r .

L, ' irs. Du.rha,,r, as f. l t  asglstant. l 'hat
t r , ' ro ;  and a.nother  i :ostof f  tce ca l ied
vrlth li"rrd.ren C. i(nuclson as the

Tl::.e rnaj-I r,ras }:aul-ec1 fro:n f iewbi.rrg, near l iaifon, and later a rou-te
- \ : / f ls  esta '51 is ,1red f rom Val le . r  0 i tv  to  Peinbi -na.

In  connect ion vr i th  Dur l :a i i r  lostof f ice,  , ' l r .  I {o , - r ;onson re lated t } re
i 'o l  I  o . : r i r r r "  j r rp . ' .1  ̂' .  1-  nb ^- . -^^Eience t l ra t  ca i r le  unc le1.  the l r  observat i .o i :  dur innv v t 4 r r l  r  r - : - v I L  U t a v  V r  V r ! I J V I  - L V  j I U V  V  L G V  V q r r r v  u - f r v v {  V I J V - L +  V T J O U M U J . U I -  v - v - J  + f r o

tl:Le su-,al1er of l-800.

rr l ,hi le ,, ir .  Taper was i)ost,r iaste.f ,  . I ,y, Drr-r l :an ancl his 'r , ' r i fe 
t- ivecl rvith

ir i .n in the sane hot:.se. Cne eveniL.3 in tL:e sl i l rul ler of 18BO , Ji ir .  Taper and
- l r .  Du-r ' i ra ;n aad so , ie  t ro i :b le ,  a i :d .  accord iL:3 to  I 'aper  I  s  s tor ; r ,  , ; l r .  Durham
drove hi :  off fro;rt t l : : .e place l; i th a - lu-nr alth: ngh he inanaged to ta]<e
rv i t l : : .  h i l n the  con ten ts  o f  t i r e  nos to f f i ce  v , i h i c .h  cons - i s tec l  o f  a  fev r  l e t t e : l s . t t

r fAt  t l ; -a , t  t i . ;e ,  Peter  , iaL l r : i .son,  , , lar t in  .Tohnson an.J.  : :1 . 'se l f  canped.  on
A i rE  r r ' l o ^a '  o ' "d  l - a .be  i n  t l : e  even - l r -n6  , ' . \ y . ' i ' ape r  a r r i vcd .  r v i t i r  a  gunny  sac l t\ ,  l l l  y r 9 ! v  v  ,

and so: le  co: r tents ,  te1 l i : . ;  th"e s tor ;  ab i ' i ' ' r ,  the t rouble anC sayl -n; ;  he
rr rn< , : r^- i r . r r r - l -n  leave the COunt f ;7  and. ,?O1r-1c l  ta lCe t l1e pOStOf f iCe dOtvn tOt ) v + - 4 L r

f  phe i r , r rs .  fn  these ear ly  da. ; -s ,  Te thor : . : l ' r t  n  postof f  lce wor- i I i  be a great
asset to a co:i i l ru-rnit;r,  4ff[6r-r"gh rve ci icl not want t] :e off ice and cou.ld. not
a t  t h a t  t i , n e  l i e l l ' b a l < e  o a r e  o f  i t .  V I e  o b j e e t e d  t o  l e t t i n g  i t  g o  d o w n
eigqht  in" i les f ro in  u-s ,  Af ter  so- i le  persuasion he le f t  t i re  of f ice v ; i th"  us.
F rank  Ta -pe r ' . ven t  awcy  and  I  nave  neve r  seen  h i r l  s i nce " t t

; I r ,'1 , [ r .  ] , ' la t i r is r :n  and t  had to ,qo bacl ;  to  i l l i -nnesota for"  our  fan l l ies.
D t : 3 i n g  t l i e  e v e n i n ; _ :  a n d - : i 1 h t r  y o  i n s t r r ; ' c { ; e d , , l a r t i n  J o h n s o n ,  s c . r r e  c o u l d
act  e-s  post i : iaster  whl - le  lve r ,vere e-bser i t .  i i l r .  Jo i lnsonts tenu.re as a head
o f  t ' . e  f i . r s t  pos to f f t ce  i : r  { } y i ; j : , s  Cou-n ty  c l i c l  no t  l as t  ve ry  l ong . r l

rrThe next day, ., ir .  Durhain end his r,vife, rnor.rnted. on ] lorses anc1 each
, apy ,1o17 - i n . r  n  s { : i  S lnOOte f ,  a f f iVed  On  OL l1 .  g fOUnd ,  and .  e1p feSSed  t ] r e rnSe lVeSv s r  r  . i  

r ! - r J

- in q - l  on-1M-e v;htch would nOt loolc vn'el l  in pr int ,  t i rat  t l :ere vlOu"ld. be+ q r r i 1 4 s . 1

t rouble about  t l :e  postof f lce.  As vre d id.  not  vrant  the i rostof f lce,  ex-
l " \ n a q < i - . , +  / r i r r r q e l V e S  i n  f a V O r  O f  i t S  b e l n . : 1  a t  t h e i r  1 ; 1 a c e ,  a n d  A S . , i n S .p r r r i f

Di-rrharn r,vas assistant, she v,ras the person t irat shor-r ld have lt ,  they ' ; ;ent
ho;; ie r-:-sln; a lnore 1:leasant langua.3e than rvLte:: they ca,ne."

T i r is  inc ident  wi l l  show that  th .e postof f ice in  ear ly  da l 's  could be
-hveA vrith.out an;\r Eoverninent consent.

During ir is tr l- ' :s in 1880, t l :ror-rgh the slrt ' l r"t ler of t  he sane year, th
fo l lowin11 set t lers  arr . ived . in  l . lo : .nness ' l lovrnship:  01e ts .  0 lson and h ls
sons,  Gi lber t ,  Bernt ,  rJar t in  and ' Iheoclore,  f rom Iowa;  Andrerv C.  i (nudson,
froi ir t l iscotrsin; i i i rs . Anna l: lelson ancl hern: '  sons, Andrelrr and" l{e1s, and. her
daughter r{arie, fron fowa; Jo}rn E. i iuale;, from i ' l innesota; John Dahl,
from Iovra; ivlart in Johnson, fro'n i , t innesota; and Tven Slern, from 16wa,
set t l ing across the l ine ln  Steele Cou-nt ; ' ,  Thts  completCId the set t lement
in  ]880 .



4 .

- ,  
A a r y ) t  a . h : f  A f '  . ^ : t h    

- ^ d - r d , - \ - a'  J - r / \  i ,  c i i ' 7 'L ' ' |  v r  
" - ; ; i ' ] - - l l ; . ' i r i  

' i - , ; ; -  
: , v . . . t r - ; , - i  . : . r  - r . r r  r - .. / v !  . . r ' ' ! : L -  - -  t / - v , , l - ' L . i l ( t L i i . : . i . t - j . i i U C I

, ,{ i : .  . ' iat i : . iscn a.n.d -; ir  " i logenson retrr i ' i iecl" tc ; i- i-n: iesota in "bire latte r
pa-r't of "Tr-rl-:i. .Durin;l the sr.r-..i, ror :ilrrnL:-rL$, the;,. 

"',/orjiea 
or-"Lt in h.:r.rvesrtin;1

anc i :nade  p?€ i ;a r * l l on  t c . i cve  t l i e l . r  f e . , l - i - l i j - cs  a "nd .  p r .ope r t . , ' ' bo  the i r  ne i r
l o c :  t i c : r "

, l , l r  , i lg ir te: i1. :e: t  L,  18C0, i re str i r : tecl .  l - rr tc. i t  cve: 'La::r i i  ' , " i i t l i  a ;roLce of o) iet : I
::i. j;clied to a :rrl ' iri-e sch.ooitr,r: .ln co"iilrirr:,r ui-tlr ir:i s ::;rif,:: ' e.nc1 frrro cL-.li iclren
i I Ie :Llene i ind l ]d. . i 'arr i )  ,  Icter , , ;at l -r" ison a: lc!  " . i - i . fe .  f  i le lr  i , r roi lc tvrent l i -s: i - : l
i reac  o f  s l te  e t ;  a : i c l "  s i , - . ' " tecn  r iead.  o f  ce i t i ;1e ,  e i .nc  ccve : ted .  a  i l : l  g ta r rce  o f
Lbort t  t , , ' ie i t t - ' i , i i - - ' l -es r ,  c la-r ,  ' i ' l re." i ien'1,  t l f for,r- i i i : r  i iocr lestei t ,  Zl i , , rbrota, Canon
r i f , l l - s  to  i i .  ?au l ,  ; : i :L i i :es ' : ta - .  . i - ' ass i t ' r ; ;  ' L l r rc r r ' ; i r  b l : c  - , ie . i -n  s i : r 'ec , : t  o f  f i t .
l : '4"u1, t . . te slree p crowdecl on the street carr t r : :c.Lt so 'bi le l :oi .sr:- iLra' ;uLr ct t :
hract 'cc stop for t l lc s l  Le el- .  to r ,1ovc fcr ' ; inrc. ,  . l l le;r  co:nt j -mred Lhe jor-r"rney
Ntl l "gr: ;1i ' i  St.  ClOl- ld.r  . r lexnnclf  ia",  l ] 'er ; t . ' -S - lal-1S a.nc] to l ; 'argr: ,  i r i i icLr , , ' , ras only
i" .  s. i la l l  v i -- l - l  a lc at t i :at  t i - lc,  I l rc,r  ; ; 'a, : ' ; ;c ' ,  the; i  cc:.r1c l . .crcss cor ' - i i t r : , ' '
t i r . rcr: , ; , i i r .  t l ,e pre se i r t  s i te of , l l : i l ls l rcrro ancl , , l "a, j ry j , l1e ,  f  ro, .r  i l ie r"e to i io lc len
f. ,elke - in $teele Cnu.nt l r ,  r j , i l le l :e t l ie ias b sett lers l rere f  crrncl .  i i ' ro. i ' r  t . re: :e
ol: part of the ' 'ta,;r, tlre ;' :iel-'e :' l"L; j.decl j:-'r- .,ioti-nt iir3i:ii1l;]"i n i.,r i ioi-imess 'i 'o\?it^-
o r ' i  : ,  o . .A  n1-1 ' 'o r  i r " . l . i iS  nee i l  i l - te  i f .  pJ -ace .  , i , : , te ; i  a f r " iVeCl  a t  i l re i f  hO, , rOStead! . i .  : . r "  l . '  L : r  r v .  r - ,  u . . . r . L /

or i  l iepte.n l :e : :30,  1 :130,  ccve:r . . - i . - : ' - 'a  d , is t ,ar rec o- f  a . l l . ) i .o t ( i inE: , 'be1;y-  s i i ; ;  l l : "nc l , . :ec i
,:r j- ,1-os. Nircctly af t , :  L: 'r ,  s :, : ' : : : ' , , ,va1, lre r i i l icle 'br;tci troi-ps to Vpi- le; l  0it ;r,
e  c i . i  s 'La: rce of  f i f t r r  . , i i -1r js ,  . -1 iNi i  l r . i  s  ; r3116 of  cxet : r ,  for  lup i r l ies and pro-
vig-i ons. : l . t  tool i  hi, , t  f  - ive 'bo si,-:  r,r; i ; , ' r ' r  to i . ' r .rt l ie f lre ir i i :  "

' : ' ' s513-r - - '  s rL l  t l rc  f  - i - rs t  sef  t lers  est r ,b ] - isheiL the i r  l :o ines in  the t : i l i rber
e lose  to  t ; i . e  r i vc r ,  : : o t  s . . spec t i ng  t l r e  t l r res . ten in . .  f l  oods  t - : a t  enda : r r l e r .ed
tl ' le,, l  uhen t lr.e i : ;h6-rs' 'r 's X.i.ver rvould be svrcl lecl tr" s11;ri-.1; t lna'rS.

Dr-r.vf119 the l ' ; i :cter of t i l0O-1381, a i teitvi '  si^rolrf€l l l  e-vei 'a;.; inJ abor.rt
t i l ree feet  on t l re  lcve l - ,  her- l  fa l  1en.  l -n  b l ie  spr in ,y ,  t i re  s t : io i " /  ine l ted r ,nd-
c ' . " re1 l  crL ' ; ' :e  r i .vc i ' ,  r t r " tur r ,J-1,7 f lood- l .n ' :  the 1ol ' ; ls , i rCLs.  , lohn ' io ' lenso: : r  he i ,n ;
one cf  t ' . ic  sct t lc rs  brappccl  i : ; , .  i ' . re  v . 'a ters ,  na. r r r l 'br  s  t l :e  f  o l lor r ing e: : -
i )e  r j -e : r :ce:

? t  ̂"0ne afte::;roon l :roi iced. ' ;hc ,: ' r :r-to.rrs r,1s!n': :  : :r,a.r, ' i t ;"4-11.i airC irefore
n j-- lr :Lt j-  j ;  va-s cver t l le tci;  cf " ' ; i" le banl:s r so ' . : ie :nacie pr.eir l ' rat j i -ons i- i lnecl i--
a ' i ;c '1 I  to , i iovo to  l : : i : : i l le r  1anC..  

' . ,e  
Lrar . i l  r .  bent ,  , ; . 'h icLt  ve p iLtc i . rec l  up and

- , tovef  t  .c  fomi l - ;  i i r i ;O,  d l " .Ove t : re  Cl t t le  n i ,  1 ; ,  l , . r ' t  I  ' : f  t  t  :e  S}ec1; .  i .
sc t t ler  b ; ' t r ie  l ' ,arne c f  i far . ' i ; j -n  iohnson e"grecc. !  to : :e . . re- in  in  t . i re  1o; ;  hut
cl:.r j-n,. 'cire n:";; ir t .  i i r .  Sun was j-eft in lr i"s c-irar;;e vri th t}re -"Lnstnict ' ' ions
- ior  l ' l i ,n  to  c i - ' r -scha. : : , " ;e  i t  in  case 'bne. f looc l  s i :or" r ld .  t , r reate i ' r  the p la.ce. I t
'  

- o ^ r .  
" , ' r r ' l  

o - . i - i r z o r ]  n n n l ' l n r "  i r r  l . ' r , . o  r l n ' r  f v - r ; t  q  l n r r - '  * ] . r ,  , t - ,l ' i . { r . J o h n s o : r 1 r a c . ] a : r i v e c j e a , r , l l . e r l - r r t | r e i i ' a 1 r f r o , i t *
'F ' r r "n ' r ' : " 'h  1- l rn at lcr . ; '  a  t lc l  s l r rsh f ro-- r  Va1Le;-  CL' ; ; ,  a : rd.  i - le in l :  \ . rc3.r ; r  [LnC t i rec l  ,u  : r  , r  L r  . \ i . {  v  - i v

t i :Lorr"" l l i t  a,3occl l :ed. ancl so:i ie sleep wor-r- lci" be a ral.e brea.t for ir i :n, tr-rr ing
t ' re  , i . i . .  i r t  , , ;e  . ,er"e , . . ;e . tch in. ;  i l . rc  , , . ts tcr  i t l r . : ' :  : rc t  j .ccc l  . t  i ' i s in ; : :  1 l rar l . , ra11; , - ,
, r i r t  l :ee. . : : i  i ,o  re l ro : . t  f  r .c  ;  ;J r .  Jo l inson.  i is  socn as ia . ; r l i : l : t  bro l : :e  in  t iB
. . rorn in ' :  . , ' . /e  i : ibchecl  r1p a. .o l ic  o f  o . ' ;cn fo  a 1 ' , ' i : ion p.nc l -  - .nde i ;he t r ip  to
t l : ie lol hui. 

",e 
peeped- t l :roi:1i i l  t i re rvindow eLnd saYr i l :e w:rter reaeh:in,r3

: resr i ;  r ,1- l - ,  io  i ;he bot to , : :  o f  h is  bec l ,  and , l r .  Johnson souni1 as ieen.  i ' ;e
ar ia . l le i rec;  l r .L , l :  a ; :c1 r , ,c- :  i r :  h is  s l r r l t r . i  s t ,  l re  for rnc l  }  jL- r ' lsc ' l  f  surrcr . , " i r i .e11 b; r
t 'rater. i  l ie i lr lcr to pl i inle r1-31r'r;  - i- ir t ,r i t  io ;{e1 ou.t of t ire 1urt. 1Je ru.sired_
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Biography of John l{ogenson
- -Borghlld Pue , Grand.d aughter

q l r n r r #  # n  a a fsvvuu vv r jv .  the sheep moved and a lso son ' re of  the household eoocls .  A-
mong the ar t ic les f  not icec i .  a  sack of  f lour  lvh ich l  i t 'ent  to  [e t ,  and
not  be ing aYrare that  the i rap c loor  leadi - r rg  to  the ce l lar  ha.d ' - f lbated up,
I  acc ideuta l ly  s te l :ped in to the o*oeni -ng ancl  in  I ' r ' rent ,  f lour  sngi l  a l l , i t '

- -  ,  Dur ing i  the f lood,  the i r  prov is ions commenced to run lo lv .  they s t i l t l
had some cof fee,  f lour  and,  syrup in  the i r  possesslon,  but  they 0r""6 f i f ty
rni les from tovrn, and water ever)rwhere arouncl t l iem, the ir i lgher- land being
t } - r "  on l y  r - r r y  p lacc .  They  l i ac l  t o r i s l ; impr ra long  un t i l  t he  r i r a te r  vuou l i i
s j -n lc  dorvn so they coulc l  i ;o  to  to . i ,vn for  prov is ions.

' ihe foJ lovr ing inc ic tent  happenec]  in  t i re  s1: r ing of  L8gl - :

rrOne d"ay a starved. hunter, Ir lr ,  Ir1att, eame along ancl wanted- to board.
with I ' i r .  i iogenson. l ie had a Sun ancl solne ammunit ion a1on51. As thelr
:neat supply vtas almost i loner the;r promiseci to help hirn out, prorri-6ing
l r o  t n l n r r " l r l  m a #rrv vv\rLLrLr i ir i  r ,  some rneat f or _tlr.em. i ie lrromised. to do al l  i te coulcl I  al-
thoul ;h  game wa.s not ;o lent i f r : : ]  er1 that  t i rne of  i l re  year .  l : ie  sh.ot  a  couple
n 1 r  n n o i r i a  n l r. ,r 1-,r ' .1rr--Lri urr icl iens the f j-rst f6;ry ci-ays. iJolever, one morn-ipg vrhen the
1e1t  su i :p l I  wss gon ( Iu i r .  i logenson l ;e l ievec l  i t  lvas l r rov i .c lence that  sent
I t l  a  13 rge ,  l one l y  goose  came soa r in ; ' ;  i n  t i r e  a i r ,  l oo } : i ng r  f o r  a  p laee
to set t le  dor ,vn.  l lhen the f roose came over  a i lLuf f  east  o f ' " the i r  lbcat . ion,
she must  i rave not iced a smal l  lake forned"  b)r  the mel t ing snow c lose to
tire jLr camp, and thei: 'e she settLecl clovrn. T,/fn- i l lstt  rrn* his oun anri startecl
off , rent*if t i 'g, "f i ;"" ir-a dea<l goose. " i i l i - '"; ;" Eir""i ;"f i ; i ,  ; ; ;  ;"
soon as they heard the repor t  o f  the GU-nr  the goose f loopecl -ber  r ,v ings
and" could movo no nore.  The next  th ing was to  I , ie t  the b i rc i  on Cry land
r r r - . '  { -  } .  ^ . .  { -  . "  ^  J -  L  -1  ,v/r-unou-tr i jett lni j  too rvet. At t irat t ime e I ' :T. i logensorr hacl an ox vuhich
t i re ; r  had t ra ined for  r i t " in .1 bareback,  so he goi  

- t t re  
ox an6 star tec l  out

' F n  r y o 1 .  { - J r a  . 1 ,  uv ( . : -u  uJrv e,voso on t t re  smal l  lake.  'J jhen he came c l -o*se to  t i re  b i rc l  a .nd.
rear:hed 1'or i t ,  the o;< be came i 'r i6hteneci ancl sterrteci to d.o some l:roncho
- q t r r n ' l -  q  ' f  - l  

nnn- - . , r - , r i -ng l i l r .  Hogenson of f  j .n to the vrater .  The ox made for  the
s i rore ancl -  I l i r .  lJogenson p icked up t i re  Soose ancl  s tar ted.  for  camp.  Soon
prepar&. t ions I /ere mad-e !o  Ce!  the { loose roastec l .  i i , r .  . [ I6 i , ;enson remar] red# l .a *  { - l r a r r  u rn ' r f q f  } rave  a  r r rea l l r f ' eas t  f o r  once ,  and -  t hey  amr rsec1  themse lves
over  the i r  f i . r 's t  hr - in t inp;  exper ience in  i tomness Tovnrship.

_ Ivir.  l logenson': early farrn machinerlr rvas a.n old fashioned l iralking
plow and a wooden irarrow; oxen were usecl f 'or pol,. . 'er. . f le bor-:r.ght hts f lrst
ho rses  i n  t he  ye r r r  o f  1885r

-  The ear ly  crops r , l , rere ' r rvheat  anc l  oa is ,  The f i rs t ;  year ,  f ive acres

ifl"-;i3lu*;;-";;rxiiuofi3f;3.t"f,"*: ffi: 3::; l?"#i3g; f o'J lov'rins vear

Tire fuel in early days was vrood, rvhich they got fnorri  the t iraber near
the i r  l - oca t i on .

These ancl othen experiencesffiotn lau,ghable and serlous-. v,rere hacl
1- r r r  J - r ra  ao-a- r : r . i : i "oneers ,  L {an ; l  a  p leasant  and in te res t ing  moment  has  thep J  u r r v  - q r  r J

p ioneer  spen t - reca l l : i . ; r g  pas t  memor ies  o f  t he  sac . r j - f j ce i  and  t r i a l s  t h .eyrnrar : t  r - ' ' rnn-" rer '  in  orderJbo mal ;e  an ea.s ier  pathrvay for  the coming gener-,  
t u v r r  u  u r r l  u u ; ! t

,at ion, and their cornr' .{unity a Lraltpier ancl rnore r-; j leerful place in i i lnic}r
--t o d.r''re 11 .



Biogr"aphy of John Hogenson
--Borghlld- Bue, Gr"andd.aughter

The f i rs t  school  o f  R.omness Tovmship v , 'as bui l t  in  1BS5;  located on
$ect lon four teen.  The teacher  was l , t l r .  } ' iarkwood.

In the ear ly  par t  o f  the p ioneer  days,  they d id.  not  have churches
but  he ld the serv ices in  the d i f ferent  hor 'es.  Iv l r .  Rev.  Vaage vra"s the
f i r s t  t r ave l i ng  p reacher .

In  1882,  the f i rs t  church consresat ion l ' r -as or64anizeC by l 'Lev.  d .
T r r n r r a r r r r  r T r ' l . r a i r  t ^ r r r i ' l  . f  o  n t r r r q g ] 1  i n  1 8 9 7  l O C a t e d  O n  $ e C t l  O n  2 2 .  T h el H r r u v V r I  .  * r r v . J  V u r + V  s  v l r w

congregatlon named the church l l ingsaker, having itev. 0. i( .  Q,uamnr.e as
the i r  pas to r .

I { r .  I {ogenson served"  as postmaster  f rom 188? to 19O4.  f ie  vras ap-
pointecl postmaster of i lomness [ 'ownship during t i :e year 1887. T]re Rom-
ness  pos to f f i ee  was  es tab l i shed  a  few  yea rs  ea r l i e r  w i th  Se te r  l , { a th i son
as  pos t i nas te r ,  I n  1887 ,  he  was  e lec ted  Co t rn t y  Con :m lss ione r  f o r  one
1.  op 'n.  ha n l  c j  aCtec l  as tOwn anr l  schOO] c le fk  fOr  many years.  I {e  tOoku v t r l r ,  u J v \

an act ive i :ar t  in  or65an: iz ing and establ ish ing t i re  l1omness l , ie thoc l is t
Churc i r  o f  wh ich  he  has  been  a  menrbe r  s ince  i t  f i r s t  s ta r tec t .  I l e  has :
a lways been read;r  to  help in  wor t l i ) r  causes for  mora l -  up l i f t  o f  the
a  n m r a r r n i  * t rv v r r l r l l u r r ! u J .

I { r .  and.  l , I rs .  John l iogenson have spent  for ty-seven years in  l iomness
Tovunship and can recal l  many hardships and p leasant  memor ies of  i thedr
p loneer  aays .

They have had n ine ch l ldren in  a l l ,  o f  whpm seven are s t i l l  l iv ing:
Edward Bel lev in,  Van Couver ,  l l r i t ish Colunrb ia;  Ragna Josephine (Mrs.
Car l  Bue) ,  Peter  Lewis and August  i , l ico lae,  Cooperstovrn,  I ' : tor th  Dalcota;
I lenry Joseph ancl  Ot to } , te1v ln,  Por t land,  Oregon;  and Id .a Caro l ine ( l , t rs .
lawrence Stenbro) ,  Aneta,  l {or th  Dakota.  The other  tvro,  who passed avray,
are Hel lene I ' , ia th i lde ( l ' { rs .  01e Andenson)  in  1924;  and Clara Ju l ia  in
1 9 0 8 .

They have been the g, randparents of  t 'went) ' - three grandchi ldren. in
a l l  o f  vrhom eig;hteen are s t i l l -  l iv in i i .  i le l l "ene l ia t ] r i lde v , ias t ] re  nother
o f  t en  ch i l c l r cn ,  John  01 i ve r ,  T , i l l i an  l - a th1een ,  E lne r  Spencer ,  I  a r i on
Henr ie t to ,  Clar .a  Al ice,  Ar thun Lev ' r is ,  Ruth I : :ene,  Ida IJ l izabeth,  l t l i l f red
Douglas and lJyr t le  F lorence.  I tagna Josephlne,  the mother  of  two ch i ldren,
:?nachi ' id  enn5lsy lse and_ John Calmer.  Id_a Caro l lne,  mother  Of  thrOe chl ] -- J  v r  E r r r  4 L

dren,  Caro l ine Josephine d ied 1923,  Laura f rene and i laymond Leonard.
.P_eter Levris, the parent of tvrins, Larl ine Jean and" l i lary Lois died. 1,926.

-Ed.ward Bel lev in,  fa th.er  o f  f ive ch i ldren,  ( i lad"ys L l izabeth,  and Clarence
Ly1e, Ceci- l  Loyd, died. 1927, Earl died 1925 and ,{.a1'mond. 0tto, the
father  of  one son,  Glynomore.

The p ioneerrs  present  l lome is  locatec l  in  Tov,mshr ip  I47,  Range 58,
$ec t i on  16  o f  Gr iggs  Coun ty .  ] i i s  p resen t  l oca t i on  i s  abou t  a  h ra l f  m i l e
ac ross  t l : e  r l ve r  f rom h i s  p ioneer  bu1 ]d lngs .  I t  j - s  l oca tec l  nea r  t he
bend of the Sheyenne i i lver, rvith the river and the woods formlng the
backi l round f  or  h is  bu i ld ings.



Bio;r"apiry of ioirn I logenson
--i lor6hild Bu"e, Grandclar_r;hter

'  T l . re  fo l lowin; ;  accoun. ts  of  e  ar l - ;  cord: l t ions and hai :penings is  l i r i t -
{ : o - n  J r r r  ' { : - t r o  , : - i  n ' n a e : a  - T r ] r n  1 T ,' ' ogenso l l  '

A: i tunc l  l ieLson Opire i rn ,  a lso ca l -1ec l "  I ioneer  l je l -son "v i .s  the f  i rs ;
set t ler  in  l t i ra t  is  now cal led " ias l rburn fo ' , " rnr l r ip ,  a . r rd .  a lso the f i rs i

-,sett ler in , l l r icr"s Cor:r.nt;, . .  , ' l r .  0pirei in ca,ne fror;r ' ,"Ji-nesLrecl l  Cor-r.nt;,r,  Iowa
in 1379r  Pr€ced j -n . ,  a l l  tho c th-er  set i , '1  ers  i : - r  the Si rcTcnrre Val le ; ,  and
l n  l V h a t  l _ a t e f  l i a ^ n  r o  f r - q - i + -,JvvLr . l rv  v , r r - i : : r :s  Corrnf ; r ,  b" : , i '  one JIear .  l : Ie  e: r ter .ed 6overnnent
1anc1 o i i  Sect :1 .cn 12 of  

' , ,as l : . 'b , : . r i r  
?o ' . ' . ' : rs . : r ip ,  t ient ; r  f ,6  t l ' ;e : r t - r - f  lve ; l i les

f ro;n t j re  necrrest  set t ler  o f  ne i . ;hbor ,  " ru l l t  l r . j .s  l  o ;  ca l t in  cove ; - "ed.  lv i t l : l
e l , f l .  r - ' a r l :  f o r  roo f ,  i v i t r  no  f l oo r ,  : , r oved  h i s  f a . r i l - , ' i . n ,  t l : en  p repa red .  f o r
t l :Le wi:rte;" .

Tl:e 1o,g iror-Lse is st i l l  on t l le sc'r.rae place no$.r, or.: Ined b; hI-s son'
l ' ie ls  Ophei - . r ,  but  i t  h"as chan;ec i : i i ;s  bar l r  roof  . io : :  one of  s i r - ln61es and
its eartheir f loor to one of lrraber. So:le of the old pLoneers r,, 'or:. l i l  l i lce
r z A h - i :  r r r n l r  f a  s e e  t - t c  c : 1 - r s c  p l ' c s c r v c d . ,  e l t b . e r  o n  t l r c  p l a c e  o r : . t o v e d  t ov  v I . 1

' l - " rn  nnr rnJ- " '  ooa t  a ; : ,  rJ ,  e rec . - i ,ec1  e i ther  on  'u , r te  Cour t l ro r r -se  1 : lock  or  so i te .o t l :e rv v ! . , f r u J

place j -n  l i le- j1o1 ' ) r  o f  t ' : ic  f j . i 'S t  p : ic- ,1cer  fe : : ! -17.

Drt-:: : ]-n. l  t l le f al. l- . ,  t lee;;r l- ,c:c':  l te ci i  
-r i" ' .c;. 

i ;reparlng slre--1-ter f or theinselve s
a: iC.  t l : re : i - : :  $ 'boc '  ,  : ro t  not ic ' l in ' .  t l : l  L  t l re i r  ; : rov- i "s icns 1?ere s l " - r in l t : in i .  every
d. l ' r ,  r r r l t  j - l -  , . ' ; - ' i .n te i - ,  cc .  : ic ,  ' to : t  i rc  l laC to s tLr t  o i . t  f  o l j ra : : r '  lor l ls ,  e ighty
,n i les Er . ' . re- r , ' r ' , ; i thot . ' . "b  a roeC. ,  r .nd.  t r - lenb; ; , , t - i - les or . rno l t€  to  the f i rs t  l rouse.

i ' iJ r i le  he wes SOne,  one of  t i re  la . l to ta b l lzzards cane anci "  he v /as l -a id .
up t ' i?o r,reel<s before he coi.r lcl.  return s.ncl tLie :fol lrs at hoi i ie ]rad" to grlnd
t l i .e i r  o ' , ' :n  rnenl  on the cof fe  e ln i l lo  ,

fn  the spr in i l  o f  1881,  new set t ler :s  s" i rd  l -anc l  seel lers  ca i 'oe in to th ls
t e r f l t o r y  a n d  t h e  o n l y  1 r 1 a c e  i o ; o  f o r  a . i r e e l  l v a s  O p h e l m r s ;  a n d ; , { r s .
An 'ha i  e  f  h ' : *  noble and se l - f -sr -cr i - f  ic in3 r ' ro t : tan,  \vould l iork  ear ly  and Le. tev  y r r v  + - r a ,

to  accommodate and feec l  t i re  i le i ;co. i , rers i ,

. ; i .r .  OpheilLr d": ieci after not - i lanl i  )roi lrs, 1on3 befor"e he coul-C reap
e , i r . r  h O n e f  i  t  f n n . ' r  1 r . i  c  a { -  n r r ^ - - l  a c  J n  ' r m n r z - i . l i n  

I  a  h O _ , t C  f O f  l f l U f S e l f  a n d  h j . Su  v I  u ( : ' - ) a  u  u  r r r  I / l  v  v  - - \ ' _

l oved  ones .  . , I r s .  01 :hc i ; l t  l i v cd  : . ran ] :  yes " rs  and  C iec l  i n  peace .  t hey  bo th
: 'est : ' i -n the ce-l leter:,r l i ' l l - ich i ias laic1 or:t on tI:eir ot 'rn 1anc1.

Tn ' lQpn 
ca;ne C.  P.  - ro lkan,  A:nucl  i lu to ,  Oke Skren,  01e lTav ig anc l

,John To::f in, rvi: .o took lancl in 
' ' ,eslr l)Llrn Township. / ircn Luclcason, John

H,tc . t r ison and; \ lex Sanders ar : ' ived t i re  sa iue: rear  anc l  i ;ook land in  Sverd. rup
- r 'OT/T ISf iaF.

So far  a l - l -  the set t lers  l rer :e  in  the va l ]ey,  s t run i l  e long;  the r iver
fro-r -uhe sor. '"theri l  to the nort?r-ern bor; 'ndary of the cou.nty, noi sr-rspecti-n3
'L\ rn '1 .A * rnrr ' l  . t  set t l -e  on the p:e i r ies.  Bu- t  t l :e  r l - r te ; rpectec l  happened. ,  andq r r . l  v r j v

r,vor.d. ' ;ns brorr:ht into the valley t l :at so,rroono vrith abunclant f inancial
s l r . en r . t h  ha r i  -  hn r r - . h t  n  

' l  p r . - e  ; : 1oe . f t 'O f  l sn r l  nn  t ' i  r e  n ra i f  l e  nnd  - , tOU_ ld
u v r v r r i - .  e  r r ! !  J v  . Y 4 .

< ' l -o r . ' l  y ' r l ra 'F r  n t j , -Ong in  the  fa ] }  SO eS tO t rC r :ead.y  tO tu fn  t ! .e  SOd.  and"
h , e n ' i n  n n l - , ' i r r e  1 p r , ' f i n f  r \ n F F r t i O n S  j - n  t h e  S n n i n S  O f  I B B ' l  T T r r a n ' i q . ' o 6 f  i a ^ ' r - ' . ' n -
r J U \ f f r  G U U r v ( t  t c . - a - i r l l l t j  u l J g I - c u J . L l . L I D  - L J - I  u i r ( ,  J _ i J r  1 1 1 6  v !  4 e u J .  (  I J l l t l  I I r v u D U J 6 q u I V t l

t l le rt lnors wei:e f ouncl to be tru-e. ?he Cooper Brothers had actually pur-
c i rased  r ranJ .  t ho1 .s r .nc i  ac res  and ' , ye re ;e t t i n i  r ead .y  to  ope rc te  the i r " f a r ;ns ,
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Fiog;raphy of Joh.n l{o6;enson
--Eorghi ld  Bue,  Gr .anddaughter

u r h i  n h  n r n r i o r lvvr . r " - 'L ; r r  i r lL . ,v i iL , .  to  be a great  asset  to  the countr .y  in  br ing ing more set t lers
and furnishlng errrplo;rnsnf, to those already here ancl to nerv-arrivals.

F. r : l l in  C.  Cooper  was t l ' ,< l  r lanaJor  of  tLre Cooper  3rothersf  farms unt i l
i t  l r as  d i sso l vec i .  by  mu tua l  consen t ,  Bes ides  h i s  f a rm ing  i n t c res t ,  he
e rec ted  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  t v ro  g ra in  e leva to rs  anc l  pe rsona t t y  ope ra iec t

I  t i rem. He vras one of  t iLe organi  zeTs of  the Cooperstovrn-$anbor i r  and Tur t le
i r iounta j -n  i la i l road. ,  anc l  served-  as i ts  pres ident  dur ing i ts  construct ion
unt i l  i t  v /as completed as far  as Cooperstor ' , rn  when j - t  r ras so ld-  to  the
l ' Ior thern Paci f ic  P.a i l road Company in  t l re  ee. r l :y  e i ; ;h t ies.  l ,Tr .  Cooper ,
as  

" ' . e11  
as  h i s_  ra i l r oad  p ro  j ec t ,  a i c ied  r r i a te r l a l l y  l n  i r r r . i l d i ng  u r  i nany

publ ic  ,en ierpr iscs in  the cornmuni t -y- .  R.  C.  Cooper  vras t l :e  founci -er  o f  the
a t * r r  n { r  / ' a n n n ,u-r .uJ ur  uuul :€rs towr l  anc l  i t  wa.s nanei t  in  the i ronor  of  the Cooper  Brothers.

I, i tren Griggs (. lount7 v;e.s forrnecL from ?rai l  ancl foster Counties in lggl
?nd organized on Ju.ne 10,  ]881,  i ) , .  c :  cooper  was one of  i l re  county
Cornrn iss ioners,  appointec i  June 16,  1882.  the County $sat  wa.s localed.  a t
I lope but in rndovem'i:er, t ire same year, bi a vote of tne people i t  v,ras
m a r r a t i ' l - n  f r n n - , ^ - ^ + ^ ' " ' *' r v v v u  u v  - - - p e f s t O l y n .

- -  }1r ' .  Cooper  has served the corr .un i ty
has s tood for  r ig l i i  and just ice.  i ie  vras
sen ta t i ves  i n  1894 ,  and  to  i l r e  Sena te  i n
b ranch  o f  t he  l ee i s la l t u re .

in  nrany impor tant  pos i t ions and
e lec ted  to  the  House  o f  rS .ep re -
1898 ,  se rv ing  one  te rm in  Each

'; ihi l-e a mernber of the l iorise, he r, ' ,ras chairman of the rai- l_road com-
mi t tee and rve.s  a member of  o ther  impor tant  coru i : i t tees.  He has a lvrays
bben a res ident  o !  Cooperstovrn and v ic in i ty ' ,  except  in  la ter  years vrhenl ro ' l ' r qc  nnn# ] t r  re t i r ed .  f rom bu -s iness  and  ro i rna  t imb  to  fo l l ouu  l he  v , r i l d, , v L  v  L J

goose  so ' i l t l }  i n  t he  fa l l  bu t  re tu rns  i n  t he  sp r ina j .  i i e  i s  s t t l l  ac t i ve ,
though he has 9 ig;h!y-9n9 years to  h is  crec l : ' . t ,  anC[  ta ] res grea. t  j -n terest
in  Gr iggs County rvh ic i i  l re  has great ly  he iped-and.  done h i f  par t  in  up-
bui lc l ing.

In 1882, tho rai lroacl was completecl to Hope ancL the prel iminary
survey pointed to  Sheyenne.  The to ' r ,vns i te  boomers came in to the va l iey
and located the tolvn of t ' , tardell  on Siection 15, lanC no\y olvned by ldels
Arneson, in lrJashburn Tovn:ship. I t  sprung uj i  i : i trre a mushr"oom and vanished.
a lmost  as quick ly  as i t  came v, , 'hen i t  necame ev ident  that  the-  pro jected
raj- lroad wor-rld not ccme i lrat v, iay.

,_ I ' fardell  had at one t ime a comrnociJ.ous hotel, trvo genera.l stores, onelhardware s tore ancl  one d"rug s tore,  land locaters to  a ls . ls t  set t lers  ln
19"?t lng the i {  91aims ancl  get t ing the i r  f l l ings recorded in  the Unl ted
States la : rd of f lce.  le  t t i fcge rs ,  ianr t  sharks-ancl  eygr . r r th inn r ' l ro# ' .
t.o *l- oraerly-vir1ag9, ex-ept a saloon rrrtrich vras at rtlIltilfl"tlS;**:;1;"tt
t l1e f irst need. lool;ed fo:: in a nelv to.fm.

-  The people of  that  town vuere Dros j lerou,s  and contentec l  uht i . l  i t  was
found out they rvoulct nriss the rai lboad.. gfte roacl to Cooperstovrn at t irat
t ime vras near i -n . . ;  eomplet lon.  B" . ls jne ss men pacf teO" the l r  |ooes,  ,orou
moved to Coo. 'oerrs tor ,vn ancl  o thers to , ' Iope.  Some of  the nul f6 . in ls  v /ere s t i l l
t .he re but  long bef  ore t l : j -s  they have been moved.
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Biography of ioirn i iogenson
--Sor ;h i ld  Sue,  Crandclau;hter

ea r " l r r  Xa - ; s , ra -s  t l r e  S ioux . l asssc r€  i n  i , t r ru r .eso ta : l n  1862 .  Then  in  1863
ca:ne t i :e e:rped.it : ion of C'enerai Sibley throu.: l ' ' '  rvha"t is now fi ' r iggs Co-unty.
l Ib:, camped at Sible;r Lal le jr: ,st sorrt ir  of Blnforcl. The reatains of h: i .s
ca- : i1p (Carnp Sib ley)  ere s t i l l  to  be seen.  T i : is  c&t i lp  r .vs.s  este l : l ished to
ca.re for  th"e s ic l t  a .n iL  footsore so ld iers  before s to. r t ing on in  pr t rsu i t

-nf t .1ra Tnrl i  nns t lra,t l-r-acl traveleC totvr,rd. t}:e ;dissour"i l l j -r ier. Tire f ate
/ n J  L  U l . l V  J - r f  U ! L r r

.o f  the Custe i 'expedi t icn j -n . , iontana 118-d,  i ra- re ly  ceasecl  to  be l : re l l rs  wl len
viord. ca,i te to our pS"oneers that a ,, lanitoba Tr' lbe of Ind.ians lrere on the
l . ' j r i r  path.  f i :  ad"c l i t i -on to  a l - l  t i ' rese rou,g. ! . r  repor ts  a: :ea. l  danS-er  tvas
iL i .or r .3ht  i ;o  ex is t  because of  the rer : - i -dence of  inc l : ians on. i .  reservat j -on
near  Dev i l s  La l ce ,  p rac t i -ea l l - ; ;  cL t  ou r  vc r : , - c1oo r .

ir l l  tLrese stot: i .es rvi ih n fe- ' ,-r facts r,,ror,:r- l-d natu.ral l ; ;  tend to create
n  fee l l n r :  oF  l : - : r ec .s ' i : : ess  a : :C . .es t l ess legs  es - )ec ia11 ; ;  on  t ] e  1 ;a r t  o - f  t i r ose
a6r"' l  rr ni nnerr-ns vrho ' , lerc ; lervcr-rs1; '  -:  ircl- i- :reC. Tina;.; i ' ta.t ions lvere ;or"king
oveltt i-r1e. There $ir.s conste'.:rt  fea.r t l :att t l i .e c-rrr-t: i-r: ing and treacherorrs
ss .va . ;es  wou lc l  esca t - c  the  , , t a t ch fu lness  o f  t he  so ld ie rs  on  the  rese rva t i ons
anC Cesceni l .  u . i ron ou-r  set t le ;aent  before f .n l r  cr r . l l -  could-  l :e : , rad"e for  he lp.

i l nc le r  t hese  conc l i t i ons ,  i - t  was  an  eas ' r  ma t te r  f o r  a la - rm is t s  to  nee t
wit]:  sr-.r.ecess in ]:u-i ld-i-n1,1 "r. i i :  soj:;re feel i . :r;  of the sett lei.s. ' lhe rumors
and fe lse s tor" ies broed.castec i  ' ,J€rc ; i l . , .n ; r ,  enc i  t i le ;  ah- ;ays cat i le  f ro , ;n  the
i lorth. Tn clue t i-,re, t l : .c rui i tors toolc roct -1.n Coopersto\ ' ' /n. Some of the
o ! ; 1 - . l r  v . . l y l  s r  t n i , i  n i '  t l r r '  r , r r n n - n t  \ r o y 1 - ' r  s l  r r t 4 i  ( - ) - r  s l . i  -  t ' : r ' i  I  o  r - l l t n c r ^ s  I  n r t l l r r t d  a t  t h eU . L U f 4 v r r t ,  u s r - I r r . r  v : r . !  I v I J v a  u  v v ! .  u v 4

ro t ion of  prepar in . r t  for  a  i )oss i l : - l -e  a i ; tac i ' l  i - ry  the Inc l ians.

Cooperstol?n l: ias uiro11lr rr- inJ)reparecl to inake a si l-bstantial defense in
the  case  o f  a  poss ib l -e  a t t r i cLc .  iTo  fo r t i f  i ca t i ons  had  been  th rov rn  up
and th.ei.e r/ere no F.p,ls a-nci eLnrnufl i t ion with uhich to tt-nd.erbake a success-
fu l  c ie fense tn  t i re  case of  a  poss ib le  at tac lc .  i lorvever ,  a  b lackstn l th  by
t. ire nari le of l :els i i tel took it  upon hiutself to see thB.t sornething vlas
c lone,  ever t  thr : - . . rgh t1r .e  to ' , :n  aut l t . r ' r i 'u les ref r isec l  to  be.novod b; ' the ru- . tors
of  c ianser .  ' , " i th  the tho ' r r ; l r t  in  i i r - ind.  that  there i ' ias  no t i : , re  to  be lost
anc i  t i ra t  so:neth in i ;1 .1 ' r ;s t  r :e  c lor ' .c  a t  once,  th is  b l -ac l ts in i th  ca l led upon the
bus iness  i nen  anC o the rs  to  f i nance  h i s  p ro iec t .

l ,Jith t lre f ino"ncial end o-l the rnatter solved, tn.e ?:l-acks:nlth proceed.-
ed. to i,tan'.rfactrr.re a crucle canon and- by tire ti-ine the ne;:t rutnor floated
in th .e set t le inent ,  tne d.efens ive l ' , 'eapAn rvas reac i ;  for  act ion.  Tt  r ,vas
-1o1. : - t - ; ted,  T presut . re ,  on thc outs l r i r ts  o f  t - - :o  to ' . tn ,  probabl ; '  r rpon v lhat
i las then ca l lec1 Vinei ;ar  l l i l i ,  thaL l - i t t le  l i f t  o f  ; ; round to the nor th
of  the business scct ion of  Coopersto l , /n .  l iear  i i r j -s  ea"not l  the b lac lcsr : t l th

l .s ta t ionc iL i r i inse l f  anc l  i le l : t  a  ceref - -1 ' .vetc l t  throu6h the n i ; l l t ,  pat ro l in i ;
: i i l os t  f a i t i r f u l l y ,  vh l l e  o the r  l ess  ne r$ous  peop le  s1ep t .

One evening the self-appointedL \ '{atchnan reported that the en€m;r 1"1El9
cainped nor th of  town and that  he observed objects  d.ar ic in3 about  the cemp-
f ire . ' ;Jl : i1e ttre i t laclts.nit l :r  stayed by ir ls ca-nnon bo $ive ald vihen it  rrras
neerlcrl  - soi i le of t ire nost claring of th-e cit igens moi-r.nted. their irorses and
rod.e 1n the d i rect ion of  the su-pposeci  Ind ian Carnp to  invest igate.  In-
* 'ao l - i ryo#inn d i l ,c loseC,  t iu  t  t i re  carnpf i re  i ' ias  not ' r ' " i -n ;  :nore than a burn ingV ( J D  L r l C ; G U I v I r

strat; stack and the danciug fncl le.ns proved to be sparks and sl: ladovrs from
the f i re .  As fer  as I  know t l i . is  vas th .e last  scare in  Gr lggs Co'unty .
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Th.e ffu"st vrhlte chi ld": 'en born in i iolnness Township i i /ere t lvo boyso
6,  n*  an  / " l l  a  nn  ]r r r ruv*{  \ / r rvr - ,  - rorn Januar ; '  51,  1881 and l l l ;nen i , la t isot t ,  l :orn " Iay 17,  188} .

l l i re  f i rs t  death l rnor : rn  to  havc occr l r red a, ion i j  the p ioneers in  Cyiggs
, )ou,nty  r , ias that  o f  i l r .  T ] lven ' i , rho was a v ic t i rn  of  the severe y /eather  in
the vrinter of 1881 .

Ulven h.ad. a clai;n up the lJheyenne l i iver and o-ur"ini;  t jre sr- l j ,Lner, fal l
and.  in to the u inter ,  he vr&s e in l : loyec i  over"  1 : r  the i }oose i l iver  set t iement
v lhe re  he  co r i l d  eam so : , re : . .  neJ 'and ,  l : e  i n  pos i t i on  to  spend  the  ba lance
o f  t h e  w i n t e r t t h o l - d i n g  d o v n  h i s  c l a j - i l i r a s  i r e  c a l - l e d  i t ,

Dur lng the wlnter ,  uhen' l l " lven le f t  f loose i l j .ver  set t lernent  for  h is
cIa lm,  i re  l :Leaded in  a [Tester ly  d i - rect ion necessaryr  . r . ' . t rc1er tat r l lng to  wa]-k
t .he  c l i s tance  o f  t i ven t l i , n i l es .  T - l re re  l t e re  no  roads  to  gu id "e  h . - i - - I ,  no r .
were t : rere any other  ;u- ides,  on ly  the rv ice ex l ranse cf  prn i r i ie .  l - le  lost
ir is bearings on the tr ip a.nd ' . ' :and.erccj thet C.arr anC ni:ht ancl part of
t l :e ne:rt befo::e he f inal l ;r land,ed" at t i : .e l tc_r;, lesteacl of ,) l_e Slcren, whlcir
v las just  e .  shor t  d j ,s tance Sout i r  a . i rd .  l l r .s t  o f  rCrat ' i -s  now i lnov, rn as the
RriclJe School on t l :e Si:.e;,.enire l l j -ver in ' , [as]r 'bu"rn !owns]ri i : .

TIlve n lvas co,itpleiel;r e-. ireir ' ' -s 'ced, his f eet frozcn - A' irr ' l  l r , l  rvr s r '-n a
del i r tous concr . l t ion"  ' i " 'hen : r lor t . i f  i .cat : -o"  *u i - i " ' I ' l - r i  ; ; ;  ; ; r . ; " " t : " "
a l s i s t a n c e  o f  a  c l . o c t o r  w a s  n o t  a v a i l a l : l e  t o ' b h e  p i o n e e n s . l n  t h o s e  d a ; r s ,
]re c-l-- ied in sl: i- te of alL t l :e Skren fa,ni ly coulC clo. I l is reins.ins were
laj.c' l  to rest 1:: l" l i rnt r,vs.s knorvn as t ire Oltheii ,r Cernetery, he belng t ire
f  i r . r+ .  t - - i  nnoa f  Se t t l e t  bq r j Led  : i n  i l f  i - t l : ,S  COr . rn t ; " .

The f l rs t  e lect ion was held in  i l r iggs Count . " , r  (a t  the. t  t in ie ,  i t  ' r , : ias
pa r t  o f  f r a l l  Co r - rn t y )  a t  t he  r cs i c lence  o - f  C i , t unc l  j r e l son  Op i i e i rn  on
l T n r r o , ' r J . r o r  ' ).  v  vv : , r ' r v4  p ,  lEeO!  a l t i r o r : ' : , : h  be lnS  a .  I r res id .en t i a l  e lec t i on ,  po l i t i cs  c l i c1
not  create : , t r - lch exc j - te i , rent  : , rost I , r .  fo i "  thc reason that  lTor th Dakota i :ad
e .  Te r : ' i t o r l a l  gove rn - r ren t .  ' , , e  ha i l  i r o  t r vo iee r t  i n  e l -ec t i r : g  p res iden t ,
ne l - t he r  i n  ch .o i ce  o f  Te r r i t o r i a l -  o f f i ce rs  excep t  a  de lega" te  to  Congreas .
r i ' e  were  a l l o l red  to  e lec t  a  l l ep r .esen ta t i ve  to  the  Te r r i t o r i a l  Le ; l l s l a t r re
to be convenecl  a t  Yanl l ton in  Ja.nuary,  1881.

l inute lTo.n land vras e lected to  re1, resent  t l : re  r - i is t r . ic t  in  the I ' Iouse
nr  n^ i1e^ ' ^n ' r -a t i ves  i n  t he  1e ; i s l r i t u . re  I  anc r  coun t ; '  o f f  i ce rs  o f  T ra i lv r  - r v I , !  v u v r l u <

Cor tn t j l  l r e re  a l so  e lec tec i  a t  t h i s  e led t l on .

.  l lesr l ) -  a l l  p ioneers,  ter  or  tvre l -ve in  nu. inberr  e . t tenc leo t l :e  e lect ion,
- organized and" eleeted Judges ancl Clerl. :s as fr: l lor,r.rs: 0munci l : lelson Ophei-rn,

Cle Johnson,  Ole, ,Skren,  C.  P.  Bolkan,  John iT6genson and John Dahl ,  t lee
f i f t h  o f f i cen  iS .ny  rne rno r : r  c l oes  no t  f a i l  r r re  r t  t h i s  l a te  da te .

t "
rJhen the votes -ve i ' re  canvassecl ,  C.  P.  Bolkan rnras tne ca i rd ic la te to

^nhFrr  1- ' ' "o  " "otuLrns across the open pre- i r ie ;  no horr .se for  th .e f i rb t  t rventyv g l r  4  
J

l n j les  over  to  the  co : ,n ty  seat  be ing l  a t  Ca lec lbn ia ,  loca tecL  on  t ] : .e  3 , .ecL

I i iver about s. i r : t rr  rni l  oq r1i lg,y.  ' , , iy.  B.cr l l . ;an ee.rr lecl  th-e bal lots j -n a vrooden
b-;;";";;r r 

-tn"-'"1..,"i i i"u]' 
rbot .
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--3orgir i ld 3ue, t irancdaughter

Organ izA t ion  o f  i i r i 3gs  Cou .n ty  and  th .e  second  e lec t i on .  Gr ig igs
( l n r rn l - - "  r - r no  no tned  i n  hOnOf  O f  Cap ta in  AJexanc l_e r  G f i ; gS ,  and  fO f , r i ed ,  f fO in
par t  o f  TrL i l  and.  par t  o f  Foster  Corrnt ies,  l ' 'e - :n- ' .a . ry  18r  lBBl  and June 10,
1BB2

A l len  I l r ecd ,  I i o l l i n  Cooper  an i  . l i l t l r .  l  C l i ves  !7e re  ap l l o in tec l .  Co ,n ty
Corrut lss ioncrs b; '  #overnor  Ordvra;  ,  f  ar  t l te  pur l lose of  or i le"n lz j -n5 the
CounLy Senb t t  ) r ig3s Count ; ' .  ' i ' :e  Ccunt ; '  i leat  vas loce. ted at  i lope but
to ' red-  to  Coopersto ' , rn  l love: i toer  7,  1882,  b; . i  the votc  of  the people.

Cn , , iarch 3,  1883,  tne le3 is l r , ture for i red Stce le Corrnty  or- r t  o f  par . t
o f  Tra i l  County arrc l  t i re  t , , ro  eas 'ber : r  t iers  of  towirs i r i l :s  o f  Gr iggs County,
l eav in3  t l . r e  l a t t e r  a t  i - t s  p resen t  s i ze .

of  Govornruent  was le f t
in  the Sor : theastern

as l . ' re- ' i  n :  a  ixore centre_l
i r :  the r ,vestern par t ,
. r on  t  1 " z .n i ; r  l { n -na  l - . n  f l nn ; r ano -v v v l r v r  u

lvas cl iviclecl lnto three
Cooperstovrn,  and^ Ot tovra.

fn te res ted  pa r t i es  on  bo th  s i -des  i nade  p - . ' e i : a ra t i o :ns  to  ca r ry  the
election e.trd- tnany rl junors circr:. latec.!.  d.r-rr in5 the cn-npaign before and a"fter
t l re  e le i t ion T,vhat  cacr ' t  par ty  Ju: -  r r - r :der ta lcen.  I t  tvas se ic l  th l . t  l rope
pnr t i es  i r i r ed  th i r t - '  : i c i l e  -nen ' l r o in  a : r re iL l ; h i ro r - i n ; r  coun t l r ,  f ec i  an r ' l  pa io
t l i e .n  fo r  t h i r t ; "da ;s  so  as  to  - , l r . ke  the iu  1e11a1  vo te rs .  A t  t he  eve  o f
a"l a^ L i  nn 'n^n v. 'ent ovr:tr to i lo;:e froirr Cooperstovrn 1-,o persud.d"e t l iein tor . / 4 v v  v r v j i ,  j . t v

vo te  fo r  Coo l :e rs tovn  r zJ r i ch  the  re tu . ' r n  o f  t he  e lec t i on  p roved  to  con ta ln
so-nc t r ' . ' , t ' - r  b- -  the l r .nncJso, . ,1o r ,o te coopersto l ' /n  receivec l  : : "n  that  prec i_nc,c .
, l a n y  o t l : L e r  c i : n : r ! - r : : l  s t o r i e s  l : e s i d - e s t h e s e ' ; / e r e ' i : o I c l  t c r r b e r i t t r t 1 : . e  o t l l e r
" '-1" rr 'r- i  r 'e ' ' , ' raterl l  i l i r . f l  f : :eeJ-;; r.r-sed. - in sorle qrr-arters.L ' u L  w  j  '  :  r r

The e1e ct ion rvas l.rc1cl anr1 ret ' ,r:rns s- ' io' ,-;ecl i t  iyi .s carr"ied ir; .- Cool:ers-
tovn wj - th  a.  j randso-ue rna jor i ty .

T1ren prepe. ; 'a t i r rns v /ere -nac le to  have th"e ses. t  o f  3cvern-ne: ' t  rnoved to
Cooperstorvn but  o 'b  ject ions 1 'Jere . . rac ie b7 so, i le  of  t l : r .e  l reople of  ' lo l te .  I I .
i ' .  S-nar t . .  ieg is ter  o f  i )eed-s and Count . '  C ler lc  ve"s favor in3 Cooper .s tovrn--  nnr l  '1n ' r  1a^caession of  L : . -Le pr inc lpa l  r 'ecr r rds,  "gh ich i , ' . rere ta l :en over  to
C O O l e f  S t O i t n  d r r r . i n -  l , r ^ e  r i i  - ]  r t  n n d  n ]  n n e d  . i n  n  - - y r E n n t a t r  . t r n d A - n  r r r s r " d  -  i t l -L L  r .  

) r ,  
u  

_ ) -  
s r ' e .  

J  -  u r l r u u  r  t J  
u ! 4 r  s  .

Pi i rker ton,  la ter  sher i f f  ,  ' . i i rs  one of  t i re  Suards-nen.  Sevcra i  i r i3hts  1ater ,
so:1e of  the I ' Iope spor ts , ien ca-ne over ,  he ld u1_:  the guard a.nc i  took the
r " l " eoYrd  <  A ] ' I p - r  f  f "O ,n  t ] . f e - , ' .u r J v ' i '

Ther r  f o r  a  t i i ne  Coopers to lTn ,  t he  Coun ty  Sea t ,  had .  a . r rena r l r  f o r  a
Cour thou-se.  The of f ices r iere f teg is ter  o f  Deecls ,  anC t i le  Count ; '  C lerk ,
r i r r t  f ' 6p : r  l r ad  nO f  eCOfd  S .

T1.en p lans l , /ere !a ic1 to-  appreheqd,  ar rest  and Prosecrr . te  the l le l rpg-
t ra . tcrs  'cu i  go; i le t i , i ie  ia ter  the-recoi 'c i 's  v{ere ret r r rned. .  rh is  e l los the
Oor-rnt r .  Seat  controvers: ' r  '

i . ' 1 r a n  i a e i . - m c  / ' ' l n r r n f _ -  r . r o c . 1  n y r , , ' . t r i " z , e d  _  l l f e  S e i - tv r  r 5 ; l p  v v q r r u J  t ? d D  v I  q ) 4 i  L - r - 4 9 u ,  u _

n . l *  T T n n a  n l . l - t r n r r . , . ' , r  . l - t r ; r . . 1 -  n ]  o ^ 6  1 " , / A S  ] - O C a t e d  a l : n O S tv _ * v . L r \ J e r  
) 1  L  v r r L r v  I / r q v v

co rne r .  $oon  thc rea f  t e : '  Coopc rs to l . ' / n  l r ns  p lo t tec l
r r n i r r #  o r r r : l  -  r n c  1 1  . r ] . 1 r 1 r e - l  I  - -  f  n . . O f . e d  h . r  

. i ; l r e  
S e t t I e  f  S4 - u v u r q r r J  r c ^ \  u . L U u  v j  v r r u

l vh ich led contest  for  the r€ i i iov&I  of  the count . r
t ov rn .

T)rrr - i  i rc .  l1ha n I  nnn - i  r ;n n1.  1 f , , t r2 ; .$. i  , r . :  q f ln-"n. t - - ,r v - r  - , . I I C )  u r . a v  v u . i . r l y ( i r i j l r  U - L  ) - U A A . :  u f - r . - j , j O  W \ , , . : i I t J J

e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  v i t l r  ; r o 1 l i n . 3  , : l a c e s  e t  l l o p o ,
l lhe ,ne- in  issue - , , ' r .s  'bLr .e j t lov ins of  t i rc  County seat



ggg*g lt$g$*{g***
Id*gensonna pl*noer sf the *crrnt5t.

, .tn IS?g sems tSwrsd l{e}son {-rp}"rgim fronr 3oryra* iie 1s *onsfr3.sr*S
hy overy*nCI th.e ff,rst sottler in r'.'i"rat J.s notr #r{fr#s florinty*

In 1880,cene [,.].llo1]cenr.rlnund. Slutor0J.o li]lrsn, Slc iiavlt and J
froirn torfln nr',{:ro took Land in 'fsshburn ti:. Arne Luekar:onrioirn
AtglrLson {u3el. rtl.*s 'rnun*ers nrrJ.vod, t.ho fi{Llst& y&{r}: rrnd tcok lnn* ln
iiverd,rup TB.

iJa far erL3. tf:e ott]"ers 1,trsrs *n tire val).eXrrntnrng rtlong ti:re
rJ.ver {iilroynnne} f,rsm ther ,s*uthsrn yo the nsrt}rovn bouucary of 't:re

co'untJrrnot nurpcctln$ tire.t &nyons lrould. settfe cln t}le prerS.rie*. nut
the une:qpccte*tr hnppenertr r*.nd, wor& lrus bnoui$rt lnt'o tl:re velll.ey tlrat
somesn() ';.ritn abu:rdeint flns,nnlnl strsnfillt l"ra* hnught n }.g1s'ii$ b].CIsk of
l,snd on tire pralrfn s.nd, r-rronLd. stnrt prepnr:citlons in tire fsil sr) {r::j ts b
be r"en$y tCI turn tl:e sod. *nd be{riu s.pti.vs fn-mntni otrreratf.ons ln tLre $p
sg:r$.n6 of I&8f, Upon tnvestfgntlonrtlre rru*,CIrrt r,:iers found^'ho be truo,
The 0ocpsr Srotherm llad. actuaLJ.y purclrnso& rar"ury thsus$ndc] of, eicrss
nn*. vrcre netti.ng roeirly to opernte ttroir fnrni rrl:5.eh ;:r*vcd to be $
itrs{x* n,$set *o t}:o cnuntry tn brlul:rXng more sett]"er# to licr}c t}relr
lnndsrnrtd in furnLshlnil o;'rjlJ.o;msnt t'* tl"iose nlroady *'l:clve,

r'ol].J"xr C'Cooper ',-'f,tg tl:.s $nn&,'",er of tlrc Llonper Btros. rfanne
untlL tlre .,rr:.rtnermtr3.p r..rcrs d.L$solved by nutunJ. consent. $ee*.des hls
fnnn5.ng S.nterentn, he eirocted ons of ti;o fLrc,t two grerin slevntcTs,
and. permonnl,l"y orie.r:o.ted tjlem. .,€ r.rns one of, the ori',ffti.ssrs of tiro
uooperntsyfir*linnbCIrn i,:,furtLo l-{t. iifi.r.Lrsed an& *ervsd. as I"ts proeldent
durJ.n$ i.ts constrrrction unt,L} l,t itas comlrJ.eteitr as far as t* Coopor*
gttytm r.,.rhen lt i,lcl*,r nold to tire $orthern pneLfj.c h.Il* ln tbo cerly
ei.rjj:ti"esn jl.'ir. CIoopor ,er"l vrell ms hls raJ.lrond proJoct, eicLod.
nntorially tn bnlL*Ln& ui) rua.ny ;:ulr}tr c ontnrjxlnen in ths oomrrunS.ty.
;.ir.Coopor ";rAs ths fonnd,er of i,loopereto'mr nnci. *t wa* namoci- ln hnnor
of tlrc Sooper Bro$,

yfhsn Gr'-Sgs caunty was fornrq:cl fvorn Trafll cr.nd Foster
coruntlos ln ISOI and or{:anl,rerl on Junolfirl*ElrR,C*{Joopor ?ra$ ono pf,
the cotnrty oomrLoslonersreppo$.nted Junel$rIS6I}, tlre countgr seet' vras
located. at iiopnrbut Ln Novenber of tile $sne fs&rri.t vm.s r:oved tc. fiooper
tolqfi by r.i. vote of tire Beoplo.

i;{r. $og$er ]rae gervsd, tl:!e eot:$Rinf,ty $;$ n&ny lnportent
irosltlons *.nd. hns nJ.,:ynys stoocl f,*r rl"ght and Jus*$.*** ,is r,rn.s eLgcted"
to t'he r.{ouee of lt*presentatfves i.n IS$4 and, to tlre i}enate 1n18fl8,
servlng one ter:m. {n sn,cl'r irrnnc}r of tiie :-egLs}aturef In earLier ysers,
l.dlsn ire hn"d retired frcn actlvs businn$srlre f*llctrrsd, ti,re lrtJ.cl irlse;i's
souf,ir ln tlie fal.l and. r.rint,ersd ln }t"orld.a i:ut th.ese L'.st Xree:rsri:ei.ng
Itr poqr lre€.Lti:., l:o utay'r; in irl"orfd"n tlre ''rhole yemr i{e sttll tal.ies
;rent l.ntero*t ln t'r$.gfie count3rrvrhJ"e,h ire ireS.ped in npbul"LtlLng.

fn I88*, tlro rAilroad. lrers oomp}eted t* :iope nnd. tlro prs+.
l{3ni.n*,ry flurYs$ ;.rolntefi tp ,-,heyenne iiJ"vsp Or val]-gy* ftre tonvngl,te
boomerg *&..8s lnto thn vr*LLey and J"ocnteri tircl tsl'm of Llnrs'sl"I on 8s$r"[$
in ilastriburn Tp* It sprunr, up lilto a nuslrrooir nqd vani;rireri eluont as
qulckly aa lt- oane '.,'hen f,t becarre evident tirat tlre pro jscted. rall-
rsad $onld. sst sorro tirat 1?8"S'r ;,iard,eJ.} had at ono ylno s. ostrtrssdi*ug
hotel"rtlvo gortsra.: storesr on& lr*r*uer.s'* pt,nre t-ln8. rr dru;l #{;orp tr$$5.d.ea
J.and }-ocatore to a*sLst settJ.ers ln lp*s{tlng *helr cL*lrrrs *lnd gettin6
tiieir fl.t-lttgs reeor*ed in tlie Lf,$"Ie:rd offLse.Fsttlfogr.'.BrsrJ.and shayhs
ap{ everft}:tn$ *lret belangr: ts en or&pr}.y v3.}.3.air.arsxcsFt a ,Ealoon
lrhlah. rras at tirst tS;rxs eom*only tho f5r*t th5.nm l6oke€- fnr $.n n nsw
tclFlt .



;irll"'Iy Griflfls g*rmty ;llsterf

ns r*leited. j::r *'oi.rn i.r*i:le::soruri:. ;ions$rr

Ti.:"e pe*pJ-e r"]f tJ:.i.{l l,Ct'm I're}:s j}f0$rJer.oir;r rind. Sonl,eiltcd unti} i.t r.rn.s fcUncY
CIrJ-t liiiejr.r"ioulci" fi.iri$ ti:.e r*lk'snG.;i*.Lir.c rr:ilrsnd tc #oapers:tor,*1 o;.{rs
n'i, *]:*1, 'bir:re rie ftrj-nil ccr:Iile:t -Lon r rit. i.rrc:;c jron iiftckcrl ,hi:ej.'i; i:eicl** ,,o.*e
r:ro-u' j-nf: te"i l 'on;lr. l : ' r : tei im l lr : f t .  q:t i le:: ir  i ,*:-,r,rc.So::: lc *f t : ie' lrrr!-J. l j . ! . ; :r, :  r,$*
::ri:.:lttc:iL cl''i; :lnrrlel-I fo:: r, ';rlLile r;uti r. r:rvlirfl r"riisrlt fJ"clc1 j.l.i:;': 3L$r", t*"j;cn
;i-t* ; iJ- i : ts.'!l}er* 

";ii:*l ong clas$ of cnrl;r ;,ionce:r* nconui-il"ni-r::ci. b;' l,i1]-i'.r ,."b t.r:.nt:
t l"r le t$ h,3 trni i .e r: i :" '* i ;J.c; later, ir.o", 'mvc::rr io$t $i '  i : i ror,;  ,r: lsvcd. t,* i : tr vl l-
tJi'.;.if"c i. r:jic'b$ to t'rE: coun'b1;- l,;::,c. co:,nxi-ntt;,r.'.r.ii{: r.. cn::i.y i;e-tl(,.1-- :- ilnve
itt-::ij-nli.r'",rrJi'$ e. r:ulti:er of :':l"::.i:l.c i,io3:r ',,ri:$- c{:l,tc .i'l:s;,I J,br;nri.{in::enotaniilsc.
lLnc- r:'f:ii.*"r *'{,ai,cgr*lTito jr:rifliu*d'i;.riilt ir x1ot; cou:ti,y;' j.:j.l;r"t:.Lj.ll llor-e}i'i jtc
{, i :q. i}roJ)cr 1;Ln.ce to i tst, i i ict l  mr"lcl; t ' r*tn.rt i i  f tr i i i  : : lul ] tui" l"d" r. . t . :od. l :*::re- :o1 , " l l n . l ; l ' i 1n i : ] " cb . i .C . l l . ; * i l . ] ' 1 , r ] ; i ; * r : t l 1d . t t * : i * : . : o l "ecJ , ; . ' , o . l i l ' : : i . ; i I j * f i t ] : , c i 1c l1 ' . i " { " : ' r . { ; l l l o

, ; . i ton 'b j to5, , : : ' r ivec l . r ' i l r . - :c  f f : i iq .L  $- iJr ) ,1 , , , , ' l ,n  to  sn l -oc. i ; .L : rc iy .c le l : i : .1* .  , : . ,11e;r  t l r .on
bliilt Il:rflrri;ljrrio'{n0 ,{":r, . rJ.,J" t,ir* j..:;: ctrir ce;lcl::j-trr.Ir l:iii r."1,:.*l:lnil, r,.iitl b;l i:lI-
il: )i)Siii:f;JlceS rlccll€fl qu:i,t* cO11;g::rt* urirld-LC Caiper l:ig1,c fltr 6.ircr1' flii.;r
; : ' f l t : i -olt  r: j :"r,  t j : i* ir  ] i i { : l .n i tci. l  t) f  n'urr.r i igt:tncc, . ,u1,"bi;g bnc.i: ,u1o1::r, l-r.*. i i*} l : ls
:: f ! . :1]" t ; ' l , l : .r ;r ' '$ , ' .O()l t  d. i  ,ccVc"r.,ci.  t : :cLt t i i i t  idcl Of :-c.Lti i . t i ,  r1.c: l  rrUj.Cl;.
l iavi-ng a ioccl fd"r ' : . i .  nnd. .rol.tcr,: ,rnc1 l-r; :- l ' . i . : :1" '  i ; , .c i lcr:c r, i t : f  ior '  l . lvi :r. ,  j- i l
*inil3* b-l-cr.,r;cd:ri:fn ;'ta;::ovcct rtid. ::r:t :,ll"i;c::'i .!.izc r.lt or:i:c, fot' c::,,1;rs,
Ic{l}.1:Jtgg }"c'li '1'turnc:ti. ou.'ll tc 

'be 
c1" .1..!-: jrt y' cl-rl. ite*ciur,rc r,'f rL:.'n"lr':i:t,

f i 'ostn.: i i i l  lnri  t .p i l t ; ; ' 'uj :ur:t : ivr.: l lci j ;_l of : .o;,r i : :r.n. I f  r- iry cyc);) -. j"{r.s j .r*r-+ostcd.
LinG- $c\n()d"rt1:.e ::onpp'-1c-irrlrc irculci i.L,ri)cl,I'| ;lnd. cicr:r:"nrl lr-ln 1:iry. .e j.t$& l:rj.s
cc.nti i.nve:,1'i,ci"i. :tt,r&P,. per" ce:lt nnfi. .hl:l-c r: r:tai,ii ':lli".o on il:.c ci:,oil.,,l"rnd.
;:ersonaS.prppcrt),.1t]:,*r$ tJ;c ;x-i;rin{l or I'eilorilnul; *.d anofir*::i;ll::;, bf in.berost
and cr-:isril;*i.cln rle[.nirr].cd'L;ool;: i lon,, *uiilcr,:r:.]. 

ilettintt rL*lr irln n. sl.o1,r
i l rceds3.  r

lhr! sonCI ;"rlrtJir lator i;rcspect;: trJr,'l: n 'i;ur-i: r.nd '0ir:c,: 'h<lcnlie 
b::f,girtor

93'Oi)l bctterr: iO:t',tr",611':,ciil iic:t:c :L'i:r.tgt'c:ri,i:1;1.r ilcr;tr.1;;.:Ltr.tfl-jicOil 'i.rej:0 rl1iJ,.e ri-nrl
nS) tlr.O i'r;:"i.ir:.:l-$;;z;iE,{_.lltd q-,r.r:ntly .lnr:.,,cr,LSCCl lU1gnil ,;1;.O gBttl_OySrni1,ny O;1'. i ; i i . cyo t . i : ] ' i : j , l ' c i ] ' ' / pv . i ; ' , . ' q ' 1 i11 ; . ; ' ; - i - , l i ; i ' i : ' ' ' t l ; 11 ; . ; ' . . ; ; ' t cyn . . : : : * v i t l ' J .n , . ^ l ; ] : i c
-bc i  : tovc - : i l to . l  r l l l  ou 'c  r f : '  - r .c  c , : l i . r  j -n  : .1 ' i : : ' - to  i ! r . )c i i { : l  ' :c ) , '  ' i . ) r : - t i - : :oo[ r

.'.,|'lic$e_ili$lffi*rri 1'rerc tlie rcal buiJ.il-c::r: of t:r.b cCIillily l:ncl-ilre
county r'.nf,0 lf idfc lira3rr, iscsrlp" 'ctrr*ekm,rffftcc sttocl" ;iou uiJ.L- fLrui
bcatlirrl,:lc.q4 lipneFririi)r ::iori"bm: 5.rip;:ovc;,lc:"rtil, ,loirc of t.ircl:: {ians hnvc
{;0119 tg *oplqprrJ nC.c"niLclil i:ilil o',i:.c},llllcct ,l:.;:.',/i-:1,'_ 

'ti.l:ci1 trp tircir
fat?:.errs 

"/4,'VWo 
ln ti:c I ' l i :pjacl: .rgc'i:oiy".

- V.rLL'L::d ruull rof tlicr car).;,' fru.y fror:tlc:r $a'b'blcircnL,$r{:}r1figs county'
irione6re r4,6r.e yjirved f::o:r ti;c"::rurfi.orous and tor1;u::our; figlniis.
.rl.slt1e fg'orll1;ire r$i:i&lns of l.j:rrudo;ic.cl r;i:t'rnfis irr t]ie lroocLs nlsnC: tir$
rivor gp{ frtq s1:r&iid of bur'fc.li: bone* itpon'bJie 1:rn.J.rie ,'i:Jre::* l,rcre
no vic,i"ble,/::ifln$, tliit i ic rgd.ians llirql evcr :,in|le tirl,s fusicdlste
caunty' t,hq-ir firodei'bo *ins coitricici'ai:lc cirtent.

: ' ' ;

F+* t{y#t d,ea1;l: l:rclm tt: i:.nve (rcsir.ffr:'ee1 crrlon{: tJ:e i:j,*n(}ors j.n
Griggs q6unW l'rag ti.lat of l.{Il-vcn i;;::c r'ru.s *. vi-ctin df ncv&r"e i,uatlrer
in-ti_re ,fliirbgriof lIO81. l;b.Ul-vc::, ll*,]. n cLnir: til; tllc :,ilrs5rss31g liiver
r-rtti.Gt#:[ng fttl.p_s{u,:rrcr eirlti fi:.}} nncl lnto tirc i'riil.toro};er '.','Lfl c:::pJ.oy,:rd
in iile #ooge dtlvfr s*:ttLei,r.cnt ruiLeyo i:.o couLd o{rpr:l r:s,,re jiCIno;r *.ncl" be iu
a -:ositior}'t,o.pp{nci tirc balanr:c af *;]rs rvj":r*er 'i:c}dinil s.or;rxi i;J.s s,rackfi
ur.s i.re cal}-ed,,rf.b.' i iJurin;; i;,rc l l fu:ltsr,;rl;.en i:r.uLven left {loa*e l l lv*r
for lris. cf.ni"rirl:.e hsaclcd. ln ;: '"'ro,stcrf;. dj-:.'ccti.onrrutd.e::tel;j-ne to I'ralj:
tlte dist*te'rp of il$htl. fl:.ore ','rero nc ::o*cls t:* g-ric.n ;limnnor 

.t.?#ys 
tlrere ei

' 1 )



.i*arl5r L'ri.f:gs *r:r:nt-y **i*t*rg

*s Fsl_&ted b5r .l-oi:n i-iag;ens*n*pi*neer.

-nny lc.ndmc-rk*;nothlnfi !:ut, tfus rrfu1e exp€t&se of praLri&..ie lor:t hls
be*rings op !i:* tf*p **::.d._r'.:arrdered. that day and*nl"i*rth nnd p*.rt of tfte
aggt de$ i:efore 3:.e final-ly laneLed nt tirc-ir*n**tedf, cf i;Le*[.]]:ren.
l.riiieh lra-s jusi a *3io:'t disrs"nee south lincl i.,e,';t of r.lj'r.ert j-s tffrorm is
the lSrldfle ;;clrooJ. on th.e llhsysi:ne itiver ln rlk,*irburn ,trp.. i,.lr*l}lven
"jnf"co::glJ,oi;oly-cirllausteG;i:.is feet {rsr€ frczenranrj. h.e i,'ns !n a rtr.
ri.eLlvlous eontl"itlon.--ort1fJ.catl$n set i:r anrl's-:ince tiie eissls:ts.:$ss of a
a dactar ln tiiose _dgfs -r';irs $,ot avr:.j-lsrble ,}re iliedri-n *'jiie of alL tr"re .:1,;r
ithgn f*nily cstt].d *.b for i',Lrc. Ills rer:r*iil.$ i'rr)::e iai.a tCI re*t, in iri:.at is
l"s l;noi'rrr. a,* t:^,c $ir!ci:: ceuot,eryrhe bc:i-:ri:"Lhc first;;Lon ssr $ettlcr
to i.:e b*:i*d. in *rlggs 

corurty,

Tlie^f$rst eLectiCIn lrc.$ irclC, in ilrl6g* oCIrmty(at,that tj_ne lt lras
!ras-.i:*r't oflIrrarill eq.) at tlrr ::csid*neo of t':iiunh i{elson *pirofur
on i iov.!, lrJ-88C; aLtlrorbelng g .i]re*1dpntisr.1 slectlon, .,olit ics rl irt not croc.
creat,e irucii c:icitenent .iro*tl,y for tire reason tilat jjorth Jlakote ]rad, .
ei teffitprisl {'lovornr ebt antl- ile iraii no ""troicc" ln eiectlnfl t:lo i:rositlid.cntrnor in tl:.e citoi.ce of 'l'erc'i"torial- affJ.c$rs e;,;ccpt r: i[eJ.e;rni,e-i;o Con
Coni'tress" ile wero nLl.ovrecl. ts elect * ;i€glrssentative to ilre Teiritorinl
:.a$l*laturo to Lro convencd" ::t ilnnliton ii. Janr:.*ry I:SSI. l,}r ut
riortland. I'rng eloctocl tei roprssent t-iro <l1,;;tr:ict in ttte,,r;t1se of ,.ot]-
resefi"i.,ativcs j-n 'liire r,eg5inJ-eture; and ccunty officer$ of trnllL Cg.
r,.rore al-so elected. nt this eLocti.on.

iJearly clll-ti:e .pionoc:r'rl ,telf o:: tlrslvc ln nur,rb*rnerttenitorl'cilc electlonror;icrnized anrl elect&rl Jurli.en "nri ijleriln n$ i'ollorrsl
$m:rrcl ile-i.r:on :ltltel^m, 0l.e Jr:hns:on ;;jlirer:.rC,"ii.Us]fig1itr.Ioi:-n :j.otenst:n nnd
Jcjrrr $aii]-,

i ihen ti,e VotCfJ l"itL'c citrlrir:l l:cc1rij.]r.l lcl"l:nn r."ri:.r-l i lte gi:nc'ild-nt,o
cl:.ol;cn 1,o ca}'r:l tlio returils [rcrCIs,* tiro o ;en prnirie;uo ]rorr*le for tiro4Jixa'r' {-"a'r+''- nile*)ovcr tr: 'i;i:e ccturt;r seat irh"J.ch trns nt tle.LerLoniarloI . L f , r ) U  L r l j ( ; f : U J  I

l ocated on t]te -:gfr itlygi.nabout slxt,;r rrilCIs iltrnlr, ,r.jJol]:an cax'ricd"
tlie bal"lots in c. '"'loodeu box nd cro:rsed lille country on footr

tl.re next inport*urt ote;r befor:e ttre vaterfi l'rrifj t,re o::.,rtan-
izntiori ilf ,,'y!r'ps corurty and tirc 

- 
seconrtr *lr:c.b_.uon. [iriftijsl coru]tjr ,,yps

ita;.:,ed. in irorrol of ilnpt.r,;rii:seoRncl for:-:.*tl :lrcir ,rl"i'ts of'TrntL o.nb
ribsl,er ccrxrticsr.i'o'tl.ISrrilillancl June I0rI3CI;1. . ilon Sresdrrlollin tlooper
crnd" ,iil}ia;i tilass t,'cj:e- a1r1;o3.Irte;ci *olurty torurj.si,rigllgyg ?:y-tlov.iI.03r]:;s1y
fcr tl:c j)lLy'lo€rs of orgitnlz*nir t::e cnunty scat of ,,rl,1tiir:- county*
iiie count$ sefr.t ',' ,: fLrst lceeterl at . o1:e l:rit ls.tei'r:ovcrl ti: i:r:otr>ers*
t,ovrn o:1 -:ov.TrISSn i:;r ygtr* of tr:.e ,.:r:oJle.

fun i,{orcii 8rI$.3$ot,ire i,el,ir:l.nture for:iecj tcte].e c*unty r:ut etf
part of t*'*il county r:irtl *:re tr,.* *n::te::n tier* pf !r;r.';11rrr'ii;;;,i bf
i;3"!;.,gi:; eountgrlcavlngi iiie latter elt its 1rr:esent, ,sins.

:riten #rli i-'s county rr'B.s or{-i,antrr:ed.rii**;;oat of logarni;rent ,.rers
l*ft at :.ope cil-tilo' i;lrct ,rLn"eo rranlocat,sil irfu.rcrst in tii* ';*irtjr-
eattern *of::eyf ootx ti:.*peafter fioop*rstt*na mas plctted rrs bc-!n4 c.
I:or? ceutyal. pofnt i.r::"rI. r'ras natgr;:.J-ty favores b;"" t1e sltt3*rs j"11 il1e
rlesl,er& pnrt,rrtl'ieit 3*;:G ts fi. con'f,e*t fr:r tl,ic i..s*roval $f ',,rr* cr:ruriy
,;eet f,:or::. .:;pile ";o eo*p*rgt*e.n .

rhrr'S.n$ tire *a:q:o-*"gU *f f**ilrLiyl-fiSs ecrmty ';$rs r.j.ivfuted ints
ti:Teo *lection f,l"l-itri"*ts rri'i;lr poL:ip* -:lacos nji ,:oslsr0ttaraa nnd.
$ooperqt{:1'rrt,TJ:.s :n*.ln i$sr}s of *}re eSsl-c'[,ir:n .,r{ts the*n&.rin,g crf il;* csr-rnt
sec't' Ir:.ter*s.iler1 i>*.rtiss sR b*tl.r si*e:: ::rid.e p::e;ro.rntisnr-] 'i;o earr.y the
*l.ectlonarrd ::reny r$trs*r$ cir*ulErterl r].rmini, *iib ea:lpai:.ti: i,lefore aa& Lftes



]larlg $rig&g sau*rty SI.starf
***.*sw.t€4

e.s rslstes by A€fi!:l F*g*a*aaoplcrrcer*

used. L:r sone qu&rtersr

ii*opsrstown oalrj.ed tSle eleetfon*l"rep,ara!1o.:rq w9{,,ry nade to hsvs
the *ss.t, bf governr.nent moved, *o Co*porstfim but an$qe${qqn lureTs rnad's
by soue of the people of jrsrps. r;.ts.$nnrtr-reglster of tr-Pr*Sl tlg__,.'_
Cinmiy Clertc, fivoiea Coopolstpynl,irs had.-poseession of; tlle frlnclq$.

"*"ordsr#riefi 
,r*re t*fren 

-rauriirl 
tlre ^night'n to_cooper*tonR ."3d_P+39ud

Ln a Srinaxry. ;iI Plnkelrton t'rs..s ons c)f, the tiuardsmerl* , Spvs{a1 n1€$t6
laterl fione of tire i.ioBe sllorbsrnen cane to rJooperstotrn; ,hold. up ihe flu
;:-nardi and took yhr r*cords to lloprer _ i r . "fhsa for- a t'l,.ne Csoperstovru had s' firrr:Is.ry for d E$urthousel
iiad the offfses-oi r:;-ister of Dsed^s and0olrnt'y Clerk Sfq'no rscordsr
P1ans trere ns.de to a$lirelrendramest and prosecuta the''trrc8petratorrin
but scxtreti.me Sntcrrtire record.s lver€ ratui:re** ,l i

; i'1'

i r \
Sfhltography: 'iti

-foln 
llogeneon"plonoer slnce XSSO6,:.'/ ' ,

Cooporsiornrt{lb. ii :
itssi,ilss ln rlonness f"pr i'tl

. ,  
, ' i

i i i " ! l \

i\' I
.)i *l

i '  . \
t \ \ i  \
f ! . 1  r t \

, \  i  \
/ .  

, j '  " *
\

i':

j

ths stesticn a,s ta ulrat eaeh pelrty l:nd us&*rtak*n* It gff"s.rsat€ that
,jops p*:ttes nf"*A tfikty iA:-*-nedfrcml a neiS"irborlng. egtmtf- ,fed aud.
p;i[ Er.rim-i+r tntrty eaFe prl*r to t*re electJ"o* sCI &6 tb ryntre tlrem Ie
i;f;*1 rotere.&t tire"*vs bf b.l.est{$rrrme$ ';"en* slrPt }*"iia$f, f"on t}ootrmrn
{oisn to per*us.de tirern 'tn vots far il6operetovnrrl'ltrf.eir. tlre"r,,S{urn of tire

- eleati*d pr*ve& to c*s:t*tn i.istr$ trut'i:: by the 1&r:::e vgt*], C"pB*T?-
t*wn reoeive* ln thnt pr*elnot" ffiany otl:r,er curu*.ng stcries hssJ.dsB
ther*e x.rer€ toIS to ,'bei,t* tlre stlrsr- peirtg* "Fl"rs tr$ataf rlsre freelJf
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Pele 2, i;AFtLT' GRt.tlGlr

ln bull'Xtng up :$ally

rres tho found.a:" t.f

i,'i:,r u?u::u*i,!t-'" i$r . Coopon

i:g:iis* -!"ri ironor of tha Coopcr

B n o s .

Whsn OrLggs !or,.nty iuar fnrr:r,si: ft'nn T:e3.l.l- s.n,! Fost,er oountLcs ln

1881 and ongnalzod on .Tuno l^, lFLl , R {!, Cooner rae ns.q cf Uho

Oounty Corr:nlssil:nsx's ; 9pl,,f, i ' , ,;qii Jrirtt i  1s, . '-0o, ' ino cau:: 'L;l n*ad ras

ilooateC et fope, r-.ut j-r lrrt^nlreilhry" .qrirr-:r:e;ru Lt wrrs m(rv6d. to

Coopcnstorn by a vote of uhe poopl.e

t|f . COoper has serv0d tlr4 rr- ' lr i i l ' !r,:JIv 1.r. ::e.uy lnn,frtaot pOCltlonf

end has akayr stso.'Jl fon r,lghb encl just j,c,r, I{e ves eiaotsd to thc

Eousa o f  Reprosents 'b l r+ is  3 ; ;  i i . ' v {  r . ,d  tu  L i :s ; :ouc t6  tn  IF98,  serv lng

onc tsnm 1n eeoh bnench *f the to6.lsJ"nlt.t ' i t ,, +r oarL$,cr. yesrt, rhcn

he had retirc,l ftrra cettv's bustuess, hc foLlc.",r*C ths wtid goosc soutb

tn tbe falL snd lrtnber'id i,lr Flor.Lda 
',:ut, lhcEo l.ast yoern, bctng tn

poor heaLth, lro str-rys.[i: S--ro?''ts th.,s wnol.* yoer. I{e etl i l  takes grcat

lntcnest ln rirlgge aounty, rhtuh hc huj.ps:1 Lu cpbulLdLng.

In l iEB?, ;iro rsJ.l.road t 't.q odnFLotod t+ I{ope end. the ppellmlnanlr

Sufvey potntc,i tr, '$l:eyenn"r Li. '"r 'r: .r i '  ,: l l :":YOKi,i ') 'r 'ui;.ry', Tle .,+rn,olto

boomorg oe!u,e l i 'r6r. ' i ,nu ic1:... i..,.t s:,1 -"[ ' i19i:i. l :;11 :l ie ulwn r, 'f ff".rr:gJi on scc. Is

ln llashburn T'p. I,:: sp.rune up liko .l i,r.lshl'oorr Lg"cr v';;ni"e,he.1 e.l.most al

qulekly as lt caui€ rhor. i.t beoanp ovldent that , ihe pr,e.j*r"ton ralI-

roed rould not onxrs tliEt, ii6".! nfinrCEl-l ;&.. s{'' n;q ii,:rc a ;rumod.l.oul

botol, two gsntrra: ^, jbof 'os 
r )!r8, l ' :*rn' iwg}'x, oi-w'r.b x, i ' i  g t lr} l  rr i . i rroe besldeg

land loonbane f,n qssl.*t ' :ei.bl"ers tr:  J.or 'eir;" i f{ E^3.61-r o. ' .q. ir ig and ge+"tLrg

thetr f  1Llngs ?'ssor'r- ir :(r i . .  *11.* 0'" S" IEI 'rrX ,f i i"uo 
" Fsfi t l- 'crg6rs; o, land

sbetlkg a'tl e"lery'lhf*r1 +hs"L \{.-r'.*trrgg tc. 3".r cr'"iei: J.I vJ.lLade, o.xocpt e

ealoon rnlob, rns at i;liri :3.&.t' rcra&rog'l,i the: fl-r,s! lnlng ]"aokcd fon tn e

nor tofa.. trtie ;,o,:t,l* *-rf, t,hc 't cwil lcrt prr'€p8rtrxtc 6['.], .c,iiictcntcd untll

L
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i i j , ,. l i .,s i i :r":;.nrl ou.t they would ml8s the rallroado As the rallroad to

cr,  r r ; : : i ; iwn B,as at  that  t lne nsar ing compl 'et ton,  tnrs lnees men packer l

h-:reli. :-aoig, some rnovlng tO cOOperstown and otbers to l lope' some Of

the butl.dlnge nenalned at Mendell for a rhlle but a wavln8 wheat fleld

has now taken l ts PLace"

Thsne wag on€ clasg of early ploneere, consldered by nany at that

t lme tc be undbsh"ableS later,  horever,  most of  tham proved to be va}-

uable assets to the county and communltyo lheee ear}y settlers I have

ln mind, wene a numben of 8tn81e men who oane from lowa' Mlnnesote'

Wlsconsln,  and othen statea, who lnaglned that e ner country l lke th ls

would be the pr.open plaoo to get tRlch qulckrt BtarPt a fanm anc] br:t l lr i

a g o o d h o m e S o t h e t a l n g l e b l e s s e d . n e g g e o u l d b e n c m o v e c s o m e t l m o l n t i t e

f i r t u n e o l T h e n t h e y a r r l v 6 d ' t h e f l r e t t h l n g l a c t o g e l e c t t h e l r c l a l m a .

Ttrey then bullt ehacks, moved' ln, dld theln onn oooklng and walhln8r

anci by alt appearancea geemed' qrtte eontento Gnlddle eekes uere an

e v e r y d a y n a t l o n a r r d . t h e l r n a l , ' r l t p m o f s u b s l e t a n c e . B u t t h e b a c h e ] . o : " s

a s w e l ] . e s n a n y o t h o n s , g o o n d l s c o v e n e d . t h g t t h t e l d e a o f g o t t t r t q r l c h

qulck, havlng a good farm anrl hpne, and hav!';rg the neceaelty for llvlnFl

ln plngle blessednese removed dld not netonlal lze et  cnce'  for  croptt

f68J efter y€ur=, t"Plerl n,r{: to be of ltgbt yleld becauee of dnaugh-tt

fr ' irF,r .rail an<l the destflrctlvenees of gophenco. If arry cnop rae har-

vegted and eaved', tho money-lenden rould appea:r and denend hle pa$t'

i{o Lrad his aesh rnvested at rz pe:.,, eent and herd a montage on the oro''f

and. pensonel pnoperty, thue the peytng or rcnerlng at another 22fi at

lnter"est and conmtgalon dcmagded took a long timer eo gettlng flch war

a s lc 'w Procosg

B u : F o l l } o , y e a r 8 l a t e n p r o g p e c t t t o o k a t u n n a n d t j . m e s f u e c a t n e

} : r ' | g i t e n ; c P C t ; ] S b e t t e l r g m o r t S e 8 € 8 ? ' e t r g n o m o v e d ' n e T ' a e q u a l . n , c 9 . " n c f ; c 1 : ] . !



Pagc 4, EAR&Y EISfOnl 0F CRICOS ComfXg

nrds and. as tbs fcnlnino ssx had greatly l"nc.oasci amoag tbr oattlcr,

nsny of tbc young ncn ron tbetr. nclglrborts d..ugbter, provld.tng eba raa

rllllng to novo tnto a dugout or log oabln ln .'rhloh to opead hen honcy-

mootl.

fhesc ploneene rorc ths nsaL builders of tho oountry and thc

oounty and rhcnc tbetr lor1y abaoks onoo stood. you 1111 flnd bcautltul

fa:r'm b,omcs, rr!.tb mod.orn lu;lrovcmentg. Some of tbalr sons hevc gonc

to Iontaaa, Oenrdr and othcr plaoee, havlng tahen up tbeb fetbcnrr

old. tredc tn thc n-' lap*{aok Faotoryr.,

Onllkc nnntr of thc ca:rly day frontlen settlemente, Orlggr oounty

ploaecre trcrc gavcd fnom the murdcrous and tonturour Indlenr, Asldc

from tho ncnaLns of abend,onau rlgra.na ln ths rood.s elong tho nlvcr and

tbc sprcad of buffalo boncs upon tho pnalnle, theno rorg no vlsLbLs

slgns that the ludlans hg.d sr"ar insirle thl"s iaorcd.lnte ccrurty thctr btxnr

to any oongldcnebj.e extsuti,. .

Tlhe ffipst dcath lnrorm to bavc ooounned, enong thc plonesrs ln

Griggs oounty rae that of NlIc Ulven rho was a vlotln of 8cy6rc rcetbcr

ln tbc wlnter of '188L. trfr lllven bad a c].aln up tbe She 5nwrc Rlvcr

and durlng tbe sunmor end fall and lnto the rlnter, be was cuploycd

la tho Ooose Rlven settlenent, uher.c ho oouJ-d. oarn sonc nonty end bc

Ln a posltlon to spond t he baianos of the wl,nten ;hoId,lng dorn hls bfreo$

as re oeIlcd lt, Dunlng the rl.nter vhan tsn - UlvEn left Goosc Rlvcr

fon h!.r oLal,n, hc headed in e venten-l-y d+r.ree'i,1'.-', r.rrlertaklng to ral,k

the dLetenoc of 80 mllna. !h.or.o wors ne r,oadg to gulcle hlm, nor rorc

tlrerO any lanclnranke,, not)rtng b':t tbe rLde oxpgn8o of pralnl6, Hc logt

hlg bcarln8s on tbo trlp enrl wanol.t;a,*,1 ;lrr*f tl.ay n:'rd nlght snd pant of,

tbc aext day befors he f!.r-rc.1);- l..rn.fle.cl urt;'Lh,; h.eiv.ssterict of 014 Sbca,

rblsh, sas Just a sbort dlets.nre .routh and wEet of what ls knoilt as tbc

F*
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Fage 6' AASTTY GRISGS CoUi{If qf i IOi ' ,Y ' \

Of GnlggS OOUnty anCi  the dg( : ]Ci r r i  $L i  
" ' - , - ' r " ' l  

'  . r ' ! : re ' ' r i , { r  i ; ' ; '11 ' l l ; r  lY r 'S i l * '$Sd

ln bonOn Or fap{;- tr.riggsn t.t.,'l- fcrt"ned rg"os ptf$s tlf, llral"r' s$d rJ0$i€rr

eountles, Fcb, J.8L:t881 and funa 10, L882' AlLsn .Bneod", RoLlln coopcr

l4-]9-t*se
an6 E*lJle* fo* wers bppolntod Oou:ty 'icmrnJ.ssJ.oners by Oov. J.

Orrlway fon th,e purposo of onganlzlng tbc eounty seat of Grl6gs county'

Ehc ooqnty seat was flnst loc.ated ab Sr;;t but -lrten movsd bo Coopcrs-

town on tov. ?, 1882 by votc of tho poopJe"

0n l[aroh 8, ls8s, the Leglsl'rture fcrnerr' stoele county out of

pant of Tnail oounty and the two enster;r t!-:r; of torrrasblpa of G;'t"ggr

oounty, loavrng uhe iatter' at !.ps present ;1;;;e"

When Grlggu cou'1..-:., was o..,qu'rrize : '., the 3€&v oi Sc,vernnloat wag

j-eft at l lope although thsb pLnce wna iclsted errnost ln the south-

eastern oonner, Soon thoreaf f er e troporsto'rt i". wErs pJ.oti;od as belng e norc

centnel polnt and nas netr:lralJ,-i - - ; '  ,or';; J t1:.1 ic;i, lens ln tbo wegtcnn

pant,  vhloh lecld.  to 6 ccntest  ic :"  , .1, .3; temovel  of  ' r : l : : t , ' { 'ounty seat f fom

Hope to CooPefst" "f i i ,,o

Du:rlng tbe oarrpalgn Cf 1d8?, Gr!.ggs couvr.I;y wae nJ':,*-':lcd lnto threc

elect lon dlstnlots wl t ' :  pol l  L1r:g . , i . l . t ' { : is  3 '  r lc . ' ; . " ,  i l r i ' ; ' ,n |1. . r  r : ,nd" cooporgtota '

1[bS maln ISSUo Of the e]e; t ! ' f 'L " ,  
i  t r l ' : ' ' ' r ' "1:" ' t .  ' ' f  t t r '3 : f r ln ly seet '

Intencsted part los on bot i t .  $ l . res rna, io prcperst . l i i '1  i ' r  { ' rn*PV tbe eleot lon

and rnany rumors olrculate.t Crrt ' l .r;A tirc clni;ei 'p: Lo*;re and afto:'t 'be

eleotloa as to wb,at es.oh part: hari. undortakerr, It w.rs said that Eopa

pantles htr.ed thfty ldle men fron e &oignbonlrrg er>unty, fed and paLd

them fon thlrty days prlor to tbo elecr,io:i so .1^$ ro make thcu logal

votens. at tbo eve of elegtlon, 110r: riv€R''.. {ivFi l,i }'lr"rpe from cooperstorn

to  peneuado them to  v l t Ig  fo l .  " ; : i .  
, '  . ' : , .  ; , . " - i l  { , - . . :  ' 1 .  - - ' , r :  o f  thc

e l a c t l o n p r o v 6 d ' t o c o n t a l n g c s 1 e { l v . u t h - i : y b } r e t r i a r g e v c t e ' ? 0 o o B a r o t o r r n ,

reoelved ln tbat pneeinct. };..:n; - 't;her sunr'. i.rg storloe beElcies these
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with no ber i . l ing or  ber i .s ,  i . ,T} :en the ; r  5ot  t ,oo t i red s  L; r : id ing i .1p,  tbe on y

wa[ to get ] les; , , ' , ,r 'as to l ie d.or, ' , ;n on t i ie cresk f-- l-oor. In ajtor-:. t  1, jr ir : t-rr-six

* h a r r  I  r n d n r l  iu!rrrJ -1. ' - rru-vLr rn i i { . i i , i , , '31:-1{ee, ' t ' . ' isconsi-n, c cnt inrten'  f roi i  th is p1rt ,r- .e i :y rei l

' l -n  r .q / rnnq ca  l i l i i scons in ,  t .hen on  a  s 'bea_ ine : :  on  the  l i l i ss iss iFp i  R iver  to

l . i ' i i nona,  l l i i n r :eso ter , ' i ' v l r i c l i  enc- red  tL ie i : .  jo r . l . rne- r .

fn coff i .petr i . - ; r  ' ; , i fh i r is cou.si-n,  I r i r . r t i r  Joh.nson, and- h. ls f fnther,  hhey

ltnd-ed- in ' ' r . f , ino11.-: . r  J ' , ' l l r ' 'nesota, in June ,  1.} t7,  vr l i l - r .out f r . iend.s, a.cqu-nints.nces,

o14 even f 'e  
- l  

l ' ' i , i v r "L l  I  I  t kLe  t i , ,Lc  t  Aa  r r io r  re : , - ,  no  k -  o l ' l i - r : t ige  o f  the  En i : l - i sh

lnngurl ;e t  & coni- l - i . t icn ' ; ' ih j-c i ' r  in ' ,  )r . r" l .d- nt ' t  ] , rc en..r i -ed- fy ai- :y r :" i  t i i : terto l i lorve., .err

thor-rgt l  t i ' ,  r ' ' re condi- f  : l  cns r l jer"e ha::c '1.  to r ioet, ,  t l re.r  socn overclne the:; t .  f  t

was slLlr i ier nnc- l  as t i r_ei ;  v, ;ere , , : tought i_r.p to 
'b",r t  

h" ' . , , , lships in thel : :  ear.1y

t;rn- i -n" i-n5; i r ' . l  l ,1^re l - , , ; . i i .Lr^.c ' ' ,oO,i"s O:r O i ,her VOci. j  t . i ,Cns i : r  lhe Lto.r ; .ntFin rcgi-Ons,

the ; , r  e.onccivec- l  lhe ider,r  r ,L once t i tat  thel ,r  cor:- l - r j .  r r .se 5, i1y . . t r : .s?.1 f  cr shel ter.

The- ' i  hac i  r '  ] ' ' e ,J i '1 r ro" ; i s io l , : , :1e i ' t  J . : :o i ; ,  t l l c ,  i ; r ' i n  s jo  i l - re l /  co i r l . c l  j lFna i ,e  to ,se t

a-1cn,_ e- l ' ' r j ly d. l r ; l is ,u, ' l ' i1e seeklng er i l r lovrncrnt.

The nex . t  c l , : ; , r r r  a f te r  e r r i v in3 ;  i r "  lT ,1 -nor - i r r  I { innesota ,  tbe ; r  met  a_  fa rmer ,

And"rel ' ' i  18t ' r , 'on.,  f rorr , .  T1 1i ; i - i i r ,ncJ P-i .a,1r ie,  I ' ' i l  - t  rrror.e cou-nL;, ' ,  l , { innesota, v, ,ho ask-

ed .  l , { r .  TTogenson io  cone i ,o i r "e  : . j_ t1 :  } r i : : r  a rd  i ie  I ' rou . ld  t r ; , r  to  . : le i lp  h im.

He vyorl , ;eC for I{ohI,  i ;hree C_:r j rs rnr l  vras pal d" one dol lar,  t i i i i .ch. \n. ias the i i iost

v a ' l r . r e r l  r J o l l L ,  h e  1 i . : r c ' l  e , , ' : r ' l ) o s s c s l l c d , .  T h e  n e i J ; , : j . . ' . ' i r  h e , , ' : e n i .  s o r r t i r  n . n d

e n  r ip  l -  n  S l . : - l  i ' n  .! / (4 ; , ! v  - " , , * - , , - i t  Tco t lesss ,  e ,nd  l le  ] -L i - r 'ed"  h i i i r se i f  fo r  t r io  r r ,on ths  o ,nd-  rece i -ved-

tvet: i t ; , r -  l ive d-o1l-ai ' r , r  .

In i ; i ,e ' ' ;o lv:rsl- , . : ic of  Alr '_1' 'e i ,s j , r  r \fe r, l1 [i , r,'i O I"k-

6  r1 ; r i l fg i .g  .

a.ni i -  i l :eof P. s l  f  o i . f " ,

T:l is r,rc 1,i ter, l , i rs . lvira-r 'bl-,a Asprr- isfe n, (. :ai le l"r ini \Tou,iva)f io l . i innesof a in

l-872. Ti:e;;r l i r , ' id 'cogetlrer t i11 1876r. vrhen the ploneer v;a.s rral.r i-ecL.

He r : i i l r r j  u  I ( r : :en cs1.er ,  r ' , "ho y , 'a l t  ' : ; r : ln  
On i , i  fg . I ,1 i  ca l1eC. ' i -estern in  ihe

par is ] i  c f  Lu.nner ,  Ih t f  e l ranc l ,  l$cr r ra. , r ,  o l r  t i :Le t ; . 'en l : l ' - fh l rC ds.1r  o f  Decer1fuer" ,  1855,

Sl:"e cane to Ainelica r.; j- t ] :  her pa-reni-s Ber. i i :n Rust: ld" End fr ik ,,Testern, and

i e  fo r  l l r r . i : teer t

t i  , ) e ; ' s  ' 1 -  - ' n  1 .int ' ,  a: i ' . 'Ortnc].  fOr t i te fe.rr t le l .s and- i , - t

I n  1 0 o 8 ,  i . r e  u o r k e r j  c n ' ; i i e  r r ; ' i l . r o " r "

f  oi ' l  ovi i r r i l  Jf  i  ar.  ' , r 'es t  cf  La-nsbol lo.

f i ve  s l s ie r - ' s  i n  L863 . 2-



Mr .  and  l J r : s .  John  l l ogenson  v le re  rna r r i ed  by  Rev .  K r , 'Mage lson  a t  t he

pal lson ' ) , !e  in  Hi ;h lnnd Pra i : : ie ,  F i1 ' l , iore Cot t -n tvr  l ,T innesota r  or  the seventeenth

d-ay of  Fobrua.ry ,  18?6.  .

They l ived fou. r  years in  Ar ; :herst ,  when they took Ho: :ace Gr"eeleyts  ad. r r ico;

tt(to west, you"ng man and v/onan, to ma-lre a horne 3e1 rlou.rself and- your loved-

ones. t?  In  the spr ing of  l -880, ,  lo1r .  Hogenson l -e f t  F i l l rno le Country  for  the

- . , 1T i l d  i ' I es t ,  p rev ious l y  i n fo tned  by  h i s  f r i e r :d ,  Pe te r  l , i a th i son r  l v l . o  had  been

employed"  vr i th  the government  survel rors ,  that  the nor thern per t  o . f  Barnes

Cou.nty ,  whr t  is  not  Gr iggs Count ; ' ,  was to  h is  judgrnent  the r i1 ;ht  p lace for

a - r  i dea l -  k ro ; i r e ,  L i r . , i i ogenson  looke i j .  f o r  t i r nbe r ,  r va te r  and"  p len i l ' o f  hay ,

whlch he for-rnd lvithin a shorf t irne. I le arrived. at \ral ley City, the tr,venty-

th ind of  Ap: : i l ,  t r880,  by ra- i l road. .  The nexJ,  d-a;1,  he s i r r ted f rom t ihe: r "e by

f ' nn r -  n rn i r r {_11c .  t , h : : t  day  n t  S i ' l i - e ; r  C r :oSs in5 .  D ' r i ng  the  n i1 ;h t  a  heavy  SOow-
M U t  ( 4  I  M J

fe l l -  came l rh ich n i . rde t rave1l -n11 harr l ,er .  He bor : rowed,  a pai r  o f  skees and

mad'e use of  thetn as:  far  as lvhere Mart in  ue l -and- ts  p lace is  nov/ r  The foL lo lor -

ing r ight, lr .e crmped on the baLrks of the Sheyenne River not far f:r 'om rvhere

Tor ' ] ie l  N jaa res i r j .es novr .  b i3 .  Hogenson arr ivec l  Apr l l  261 18. :O at  Araund

Nels:n Opheimts L6111rJ.  On Apr i l  27Lh,  he a"r r " ived"  at  h is  pr :esent  locat lont

, , . rh- ich has been h is"  horne ln  Romness Tovlnship ever  s ince.  T l - : - is  enc ls  h is  f i rs t

t r l p  t o  Gr iggs  Coun tv .

Du' r tng th is  t r ip ,  } r is  f r iend.s,  Peter  Mat . , , ison met  h im hel"e at  h ls  present

l o c a t i o n . T h e y b u i l t a l o g . } r r r t o n s e c t i o n s i x t e e f } r b r o k e f l v g a c r e s a n d .

nrr t .  r rn  sorne hav-  and mad.e sor ' i le  preparat ions for  the eoming win. ter .
P q  v  q l /  L ! 6 J  t

Dur lng the l r  f l rs t  i ; r ipr  t l ie  f i rs t  i :ostof f ice ln  Gr i i3gs Cor : .n t ; '  rva-s

]s1;abf ls l r "ed in  the surmer of  1880,  located on S-ct ion etght ,  Tovrns l i ip  one

hu.nc l - red.  for t5"-ssven,  Range f i f ty -e ight ,  la ter  na lacd Romness Townshi .pr  o i l  land '

noyJ o,l ined- by Se val Frislvold., The irosfoff ice 
' . 'q.s naiced. Furham. F::ank Taper

v l ras the appolnted-  postmaster  and"  h is  s isr ter ,  I , i rs  .  DLr . rhanr  as an as s is ta.nt .

Thal ,  o f f i1e y /a,s  d. iscont inued-  ln  a yea-r  or  t : "o ;  and a-nother  postof f ice

ca-11-ed-  Ly lcec lc  lv r ,  s  establ ishcc l  on $ect ion twenty- f ive5 wi th  And-rew,  C

Knud.son as the postmaster .
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The r,ia-i1 r.,:l"s haiLlecl. froli }Te:'i ' i- 'u,,'r:, ltTear Hatton: and- I p,te: a. ::oute 'sas

e  s t a b i i s h e d  f r o n  V a - r 1 e y  C i l ; ; .  1 e  P e i i r b i  n a .

In connect ion l l ' i th Di,rr ' l rarrr  Posfoff ice: I f i r ,  I - Iogenson rel  a Lr;ci_ the

f  o11o ' . ' i i r l , -  i ' r c i ;en t  o r  e  x ] :e  1 . i -c ,ncr ;  th '  i .  o :  i  e  t lnd-er  ' ; l - ,e : ' - r  obse_r ' . ' .  f  i , r l , '  l ' r j  r . .

i,he su.ilinet: of l-880.

l r tJr: i- ' l -e 1'1r. Ts-ne11 $/as fosi;Lir:, ,ster ' ,  Lrt ' .  Di;.r l  ,ar:. i  nnri his r ' : i ie l ived vl i-1,h

hin in the st.t : ! ie l ioiLt ie. One evenlng in l lre su.rf inet. of ISEO, h'fr.  i i laper and, 1.{r.

Durha.n hnci- sorrre tr^uhle , n.nd. accord-irr;3 to Teper t s stcrr.r 
' , 'T 

, Durhan rjrove
'h ' i . ; r r  

o f . t . r ror r .  t l -Le p lace vr i th  a qu.nr  a l thou*- . / t  he n la. r ia-1.e i l  to  t rke , - r i th  L i i i

t he  conh , - ' n t , -q  o f  t he  pos tc , i f  i ce  w i r i c i r  cons i s ' be  c ' l  o f  a  , f e  w  l e t te rs  .  r r

f tAt  that  t i . l :o ,  Pe ter  I , {a th lso: - ,  l ,Ta: :1 ; i -n  Johnson and r rysel l ]  ca.mped on our

r r l ! : rnn '  nnr l  lo te $n 1,he eveni rg,  Jvh" .  Taper  arr ived lnr i th  a g lnny sa.ef t  nnf l_

s iome contenr : i ,  te l l ing t l re  s tory  n l ro i r . t  t ] ' ie  t rouble anr ' l  sa. r in f  he wa s golng

t o  i e a v e  t h e  c o r r r r i , r ' ] ; : n C ' r / o j : 1 r . 1 .  i ; a k e  t h e  p o s b o f f - i : ' e i  d - o l n  t o  O p h e l m t s .  I n

' i ,hese ear ly  iJ t . , 's  r  s€ thorrght  a  pos bo r f i t :c  r , . rou l -c- l  l ;e  a s ' "ea-b asset  to  a

n A r r r , . t r n i r : r  a luvr , ! r ,u . l f , !  - . r ' ,  . , . ,  t l -o r t ! ; l t  ' , re  ' i i r l  nc , 'L  , i , ' 3 I - rL  t } re  o f " i1e  and co l r - l  d  no t  a t  the  t i l te ,

. . r e i L ,  t l k e  c i , t , e  c f  j " f .  S e  o b j e c i . e d  t o  I e ' ; t i , n g  i t  1 1 c  d o r " . : n  e i 3 1 r t  r n i l e s  f r o m

u.s .  A f1 . r - , r  s to i i re  pers r . r . i - rs  1o '  h re  l -e f t  lhe  o i l ; ' i ce  ' , , ; i th  us .  t l ra : rk  T i ;per  r r ;en t

&r, . I f ly and- I  l , . r ,Ve neyC i ' ,  n,- ' " .  ] ' r . j .1 i i  S j_fr .Ce .

t t l , t r , .  [ {nthison irpC 1'1;1rs,61 l"  l l ' : r  to .o l rr .ek io ! , r i inne sota f  or ot ] . ra l"ar, t i l - ies.

Dr r r ing  the  cven in l ;  r .p i .  n i i ' ; l n f  ,  f , re  j - : rs t r ' , r .e1 : i r j  I ' l r r '1 - in  Johnson,  so  h-e  cou. -L11 gc t

a .s  pos tma-d ter ,  l ; i r i l -e  \ ' ;e  l : ie re  absenf  .  i i l : f  .  John.son ls  fenr . r - t "e  as  a  he lc r ,  o f  the

f i r : t  p o s t o f f i c e  1 - n  G r i l ; ; s  C o u . ' " r t i r  C . i C  r : t t  - l  " s t ,  v e r i r  l o n g ,

t tThe nex l ;  i i s , ; , ' ,  i ,1 : ' : , ,  Dr ; . r :ham p-nd h is  v i ro ,  lnount ld -  .on  l ' c rse :  g - r i . J  ench

c a r i : y i r g . i  s i : l  s h o o t e r ,  a i ' r i v e d  o n  o r l r  r " r o u r i d . ,  e n d .  e ; : n r . ' ' : : s e d  t ] - r e r a s e - l  v e s  i n a

langu.r. , ;e v:hicl :  woul-d- not look wel l -  in pr ini ; ,  thst t l rer.e uou, l .d.  b€ fr , : r :ble

sbout  the  pos i ;o f  f i - ce .  .A ,s  r : ;e .  c i - id -  no i ;  : , , .n t  f l re  pos tc f f  iee ,  exp : r?ess ing  o l r - r -

sel r res i  n  f  svor  of  i ts  r :e ing e t  t ] - re i r  n- ] -pce,  and-  as 1 '1r 's  ,

ass is tent ,  she t ' . ra .s  f i :Le pe i 'son that  shor- : l  d-  t ieve i t ,  they

f'.,Ll ij'i.laljn'f a S

i  pn ' l - .  ' ' r nvnA  r r q i  nc '
" v r L v  

v l : r v  
t

e. rno: 'e plea-sa-nt l*ngr-:.r,-5e t i ian when t l : 'ey canie.tr

Tl: i-s inciC,end- ' , ,vi l-- l  shoir ih.s.t ihe postoff ice in er,r1r/ r l q r r q  a n : r l d  l r a
" - , '  , J  "
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moved vrithout any guvernment con-eent.

During his tr i i :s in 1880, through the sur, ir ler of the same year, the

fo l lowing set t lers  arr lved in  Ro: . , rness Tovlashi i r :  Ole B,01son ancl  h ls  sonst

Gilbert, Bernt, f t lart in and Theod.ore, from lowa; And.rew C. Knud.son, from

Wisconsln; Mrs. Anna Helson and- her sons, And"rew and Nel-sr ad- her d.augh.ter

Ma-r le , . f rom lovra;  John E.  Qualey,  f rom Ml-nnesota i  John Dahl r  f rom lowa;

Mart ln  Johnson,  f rom Slnnesota i  nnd Iver  Sbm, f rom Iov, ra,  set t l lng across

the l lne ln  Steel  County.  Thls  eomnleted the set 'b lement  ln  18EO.

Mr.  Math lson and Mr.  Hop:enson returned,-  to  Mlnnesota ln  the Lat ter  par t

of July. Durl.ng the sultrner months, they worked- out in harvestlng amd made

prepo,rat lon to  rnove the l r  fan j - l ies o.nd.  nroper ty  to  the l r  nevr  locat ion.

0n Se::tember 1, 1880, ho si;arted baclc ovt:r la.nd l l . l th a yolce of oxen

hltchtcl to a prair ie schooner in cornpa.n;i  vri th his sri fe ancl tv'ro chi ldren

(Hel lene and l idvrarc l )  r  Peter  Math lson and wi f  e  .  They drove tvrenty-s ix  head

of  sheep arnr l  s l : lbeen head.  ofeat t le  ,  ard-covered-  a d ls tcn ce of  about  twernty

mi les a r lay.  fhey r ' , 'ent  through Rochester ,  Zumbrota,  Canon I ra l ls  to  $t .  Paul f

M inneso ta ,  Pass lng  th r . cmgh  the  ma ln  s t ree t  o f  S t .  Pau l  t he  sheep  c rowddd  on

on the s t reet  car  t rack so the l : rorse-d. rav 'm car  had to  s ton for  the sheer- r

to mo.;e forwa-.cr . They continuqa tfre journey through St. Cloud, Alexand-rla,

Fer l :us ! 'a11s ancl  io  Fargo,  vrh ich vras only  a-  snu" l l  v i l lage at  that  t lme.

From Fargo,  they came across country  through the present  s l te  of  Hi l lsboro

and Mayvt l le ,  f rom there to  Gold"en Lake tn  Steel  Cor :nty ,  vrhere the lust

s6tt i [ers v/ere found., From ther.e or paBt of the way, they v'/erL) gulcled- by

Mour:t Frankl.n ln Romness Tovrnsh.lp and o'Lher hi l- ls near thelr pla.ce. They

a r r t ved -  a t the l r  homes tea rc l  on  Sep tember  50 ,  188Or  cove r lng  a  d i s tanee  o f

approx i -mate ly  s lx  b. -c-ndred-  mj- les.  Dl rect ly  a f ter  h ls  ar r iva l ,  he make

two  t r " i ps  to  Va l l ey  C i t y ,  a .d i s tance  o f  f  i f t y  n r i l r . . se  u l t h  h i s  yoke  o f

o; ien,  for  sur : ' r l€s and prov is ions,  J t  took h im f ive to  s tx  days to  make

the  t r i p .

Sear ly  a l l  " i :he f i rs t  set 'b lez 's  establ lshecl -  the i r  homes in  the t lmber

e losc to  the r iver ,  nat  suspect ing the threatening f loods that  end-angered

them rrrhen the $breyenne River would be-sr're]k'd- by spring th'aws'
- O r



Durlng the vrlnt*r of 188O-1881, a heavy sno' 'nfal l  av€raglng about three

feet on th'e level, had. fal len. In the sprlng, the snolv melted and swelled

the river, natural ly f loodlng the lowland.s, Johr Hogenson, betng one of

-J  
the set i ters  t re .pped by the vraters,  narrates the fo l lowing exper leneei

n0ne s"fternoon I noticed, the vratcrs r islng gradually and" before nlght

1t vras over the top of the banksr so we made preparations lmmed.lately to

move to hlgher 1-nc1. We.had. a tentn whlch v,re pitched. up and. moved" the

fat l1y ln to,  drove the eat t le  out ,  but  le f t  r ,he sheep.  I  set t ler  b ] r  the

nme of Sart ln Johnson agreed to remain 1n t ire bog hut durlng the nlght. A

gun was left in r:.1s charge wntb, the lnstructions fon him to d"lscharge it  ln

cas€ the f f r ,obd.  should-  threr : ten the p1ace.+ l

ItMr. Johnson hacl arr lved carl ler ln the day from a long tramp through

the snow ancl slush from Valley Ctty, md btglng weary and t i3r:,d, thought a

good. bed und- some sl ep r,vould be a rare treat for }r. im. D',r ing the night we

were watchlng the vrater and notlcucl- l t  r lsing graduallyr but heard- no re-

r,rort from Mr, Johnson. *ls soon as clayl lght broke ln the morningr w€. hlt&ed'

up u. ;r 'ode of oxen to a wagon and. made the tr ip to bhe 1og hutr w€ Deeped'

through the wind.oi, and saw thewater reaching nearly up to t-he bottont of

hls bed, ancl Mr. Johnson sound aslee r. We awakened" him, and rmrdr to hls

surprlse, he found. tr imself surrounded. b: r,vater, h€ had" to plunge right j 'nto

it to get out of the hut r yre rusheci about to get the sheep moved- and also

sot lv  o f  the houschold good.s.  Among the ar t ic les,  T not lces d saek of  f lour

whlch I  vrent  to  get ,  and n() t  be ing aware of  the t rap d-oor  leadlng;  to  the

cel lar  had-  f loatdd upe T aceid"enta l ly  s tepoed in to the openlng and ln  I

' , . - ' .  v rant ,  f lour  ; - . rnd a l l .

During ihe f}<.rod, thelr provisions corf ineneed. to rr:.n lot i .  They stl l l

ha.d.  sorne cof fee,  f lour  a.nc1 syrr : ,p  ln  the l r  possession hr t  they vrere f l f ty

miles from tovrn, and. - i , 'ater {:,veryi ihere around. them, the hi-5her lancl being

t 
the on ly d.ry p1 c€. The;, 6s6 to ttslcirnpit , ; long unti l  ihe r,vater wor Id slnk

dovar  so they could S* go to  town for  prov is ions.

The fol lcvrlng inclaent happened' ln the spring &f 1881'
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One o,-- l 'a i : t 's-r-uz€d. hun'cer, lvTr,. 14e.rt,  came along ancl \ /antecri:o be:ir=d

. - i ' { - l a  L , i l m  T T n r ^ - - ^ *  L . i ^  1 ^ ^ !vr.!rrrl tYn'r r"o6€flsorlr tio had a 6un and s.or:le ar;ttrunition along, n,s ti:.ej-r,

f f ie i : f i  sun?ly" , ' /as a lmost  Eoncr  ;hey r rot " r isec l  No heln h inr .  out ,  Drov i r l in ; j  he

Y/ou-ld 3et sorre rneat f 'or ihcm. i ie r:ronj,sc;C. to C.c al l  he eould-, a. l thougir

Same- i?u-s not 'p1u 'nt i fu l  a t  that  t i rae t  ihe year . .  I {e  shot  a  cou.S}e of

orait: ie chickens ' l , i re j l i rsl fr:w c!.a-;;: ,  .  i ]r :r iever, onc nor_'nln3 i- ihen the meat

su-o'tLlr ry:-r s Jone ( l ,{r .  }Iog;ens on believecl l t  -.ras n: 'ovi.d"ence tha' i ,  s ent l t  I  a

large,  1one1y - roo, . . io  c i : r l r l€  soa-r , : in5- ;  j -n  ih ie  a i - : : ,  lock in; i  for  a  1:1 ce to  set t l -e

d-ovrn.  v 'c i : ren i ;he gooso came over  a r r lu f f j  east  o f  th l l r  locat ion,  she In l -s t

have not ic  c i -  a  smzl i  1a-ke f : , r .mq,r i  i ry  l ,he nel - 'c in l :  $nol i r  c loc le 'L ;o t i :e i r  ca ln l f t

:rnir thore sh.e settb i i  dov.rn. l , i r .  } l iatt not i i i -s: :1ln and s'bartcd off ' ,  rel i tnrk-

in  - r  l i r i . r i1  nr2at  q a c]eaci -  googe. t t  T l ' r j -s  r , , : l  r :  1 ;1" , .1e onoi : -1 i i r  i 'or  a-s socn as t ;hey
l t t  t ) ,

hearc l .  the : . r , f i r c l l . t  o f  ihe  'u t r  ' che  i_ : ,oose f lo l r r iec l .  hc r ' - ' i i n , " :  s  l rnJ .  cor - r l c l -  r love  no

t i lo}c.  J--he nq:: , ;  'L i i in;  i ; r . ; , :  ' i :o 
: : iet  

' ' ;hc i ; i rd on d.r ' ; , ,  I rnci  v i i ihout ge'crrn;;  too

vret.  . . t  ihe t  i , , l rer $l i - . .  1: lo: :enson h.r .r ,  1n o:< , , ' : I i ic l t  'uhe.r t rncl-  t rai-ni  c l  f 'or r ic i - ing

barebe,ch, so hc-.  jot  t t ' re o:, ,  en#d" startec] oui  to Jet thc i . . toosc on ' ;?ro snlnl l

le l l . - , .  ur i r€n hc C.,r ,re glr ,rre ' t ;o i : i le " i l i : :d- ant '  : :e '  cht+cl  f  of  1t ,  - i ;he oX beCamc

f r igh ' i ;< lnec ' l -  ancJ .  t t : , r ' i ; r . r i -  tg  c1o io t .1c ' l - . rc rncho s t r , tn ' ; s r  f lop i r ing  Mr .  l lo l lonson o f f

1nto i i tq]  1, . . 'oter. .  r i ie ()x rrhrd.e , [ 'or t ] rc shoite and MI ' .  Ho: ' jenFjon oickod up i j :e

, jOOflc anci.  Sui,r t . t . -r- i .  fo1" CaiIr ' lp.  Socln 'Qf€j i )erf l . i ' i ,1) l l i - i  - : ' ( : l l l  r€|cle tO get 'Lt fe gOOser

ro:- is i- ,er.  i r l r .  1{o;enson rcina.}kec1 t}r l t  t .ht ' ; i  r , rorr- lc l  } i . t :ve 'J.  r f : :en- l l t  feas' l :  for '

oneee i lnd  the ; r : t r i l r . i s te r l  t l : c rnse l -ves  o l . re r  the i r  f i r s t  l : r - r -n t jn l ,  exoe l : j -cnce in

Ronmri s -"l T.r'L'in:.j.i.:i,lj,

These a.na ottre L: e l iDe , ' i  e i lc( ,rr ;  r  both lau. i ' :hable D-1' ICl ser ious, lTe1'e hac-;-  b.

'c j re e;ar. l r t r  pion' t i .s i r  i i l ian- '  a- pleasant a.nd j-niei 'cst in; ,  x lcxlent has ' ' ;he I) ioneer

s u r f  i ;  l :eci- l11- inl '  n: , , .s 'b i r ie;no:, : i+s of 'che; stcr i - f  : j -c€s a.nd tr i -al-s ' i ;helr  ' ; :ent hrough

in  o r - r , , ,e r  tc : : ln - l te  an  e : -s ie r  pe- ' 'uh ' ray  f 'o ; "  ' ; l  e  cor i ing :  . ,ene ia t i -ono and the l r

e.r^)ti 'rrirrni tv e hal ,ier encl- rriore chr'r,"1'f'111- 'i l- ' l-l l ee in tirich to Cge11.

Mr. i - Io: tcnsoy1t i :  er"r-1., /  f  a-tn machinerl /  ' i : ra-s an ol t i  fasi i ioned r, ;al lc ing plovr

ancJ. a vood-cn l :at ' t 'o ' , ' ;  ozen 1, ' Ie1"e usecl for nor i : rer '

He bou l ; i : t  i r . ' s  . ' i r s t  horses  in  1 :he  ] /e=- r  o f  1SE5 '
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T l . . e  ' l r : : : ; -  ' ( - ) - - : r  ' . r :  - t r '  . ' : . : t l ' i .  : - ; ' ,  a : ' ' , .  1 ] . , ' e  : l ' n t  l i e : ' 1 1  ,  f l v e  a , c j a e s  o f

wh-eat l ' r l r"s ncir  ver: I  good ci- i . r .e to his poor f . l ruing. The fol lovr ing ye?r the

;y ie1d was ih i r tS '  "o r r .she ls  to  t i le  a -c re  o f  i : l rea t .

The f r r .e l  in  ea : :1y  da , i i s  i . , ,as  r " , iooc l - r ' . ;h i -e ,h  t l : c ; r :o t  f ro : ,  t i i e  t i i i l oer  near

t h d i r  l o c a t i o n

The f i : ; . s t ;  t ;< r ,h ,oo-1-  o f  R , : , rn -<)ss  Tournsh i l :  r ' i : r t i  } : i . r - i l t  in  1383;  loca ted  on

Se ' , t ion  fo i . r , rbeen.  Thc  tea ,cher  i ias  l i r .  l l a , rk r ' iood .

In  t i re  e iJ r l  ] -  par t  o i '  t l .e  i ; ion  'e : :  d -a- .s ,  1 . ,hey  d- :  c i  l r : - i ,  hn- ,e :  ch . t  t3ches

u i ,  he ld -  tbe  r ie rv i  ces  in  the  c l i  l ' '  Fer r :n t  hora ls .  l i l r .  Rev .  Var .ge  l r i i r s  i '  o

f  i rs t  ' i r i rvo l ing 1:r t l  aci :er .

In  1882,  t l r c  . i " j - rs ' [  c l ] i . r rc l l  ccngre$at lon  , i ias  o r :g ja  n l -z r :d  by  lev .  J .

Lr-: .nci .ei :y.  Thev lrr-r i l t  a c. ,hlr . rch in 189? located on secbion f ' ,16p.f ;r-r !6t@.

Tire con._i .e ! , ; :  t , ion tnlned. i ;he chur 'c:h- F. in5satrrer,  i r : ;  '  ing Tlev. 0.  K. Quarnrne

as i;he ir pa s i; or' .

Nr . . .  i i o . lenson r i r , : t : v t )d .  as  por , l tn i i rs fe l '  . l ' r cn t  1887 to  1904.  He v" 'as

a ,p i , .o in te rJ  1 :cs t i r ra ,  1 ,e r  o f  Ro i ;Lncss  To i ins l : ip  cJ r r ing  t l - .e_  yea i "  188?.  The

R o r r r n c l s s  p o s t o i ' f i c c  w a s  e s i a b i i l r i , L t ' , 1  r r  ' , 1 ' :  * 1 i o r , , r J S  e l ' r l i e : n ' . ' i - t h  P e t e r  l \ { a f h i s o n

as  pos tmrrs t " . , r .  In  188?,  In  1867,  l . ,e  ' i i iE l ! r  e lec i ;cd  Cor - rnb : l  Co- . . I l ' r i  s ione, i :  fo r

One l ,  i t i i .  i r .  l  sO : r .c ' ' , - . r . : r - '1  . :  r i  Io , " r ,  ' ; , . r r i . : l  , . rc ] : r , lO l  t t l : ; fL l  -nO]?  n i ln - r  r rOn, - ' i : l  r  l l e  |OOIC

or \  r  ( : i ; i ve  oa : i : . t  ' i , ,  c r i , ; : :n i  in l  r in , i  , ' , ' - r ' , ' b i i - s r  l : ing  the  R, f i i i ness  l ie thoc j i s l ,  Church

of i ' ; l  , ic l t r  ] te i ras been a i ienr l , ter i ince i  i ;  , f  i t 's i  t  sr  i , : t  vf  ,11 ,- '  .  He hr: 's 41. ' r l l rg

t :een ' , ' s1 r ' r r i ;o  t r , - .1 i r  i r ,  wupth) r  causes  fo r  l l ro l l t l  i - rp l i l i t  o f  tL re  connt - r .n l t l l .

l i r . .  and-  i J . i rs .  John l log ;enson 1- l - "1 te  iDcr r t  i c i : t : , r -s  ven l r ro : l l1  r ' r  in  Rornness

Tovlnsl : i1r i l .nr- l  c. 'a f( ica1 l-  r ian. ' /  l . t rd.sl- I ;  cs rr l ' .  p le 's '  ni-  i i ' re l : lo-r j  es o- i  the i i :

), 1:i cne er rr lS '

T i re -1r  h ,  ve  Lra .d ,  i l i ne  oL , ' i l d - ren  in  a I I  ,  c ' t i  i r iho l r i  s61rsn  aro  s t i l -  I i - t r ing :

Ed- r . ;a rd-  Be l -1ev in ,  Van Couv er ,  t s r i t i sh  C l l - i - ,mb la ;  R ' : i t . :na  Joseph ine  ( l ' ' t r : s .  Car l

Buer  ) ,  Pe i ;e r  Leu i i s  a - : "d .  Ar . ; . l , ju .s t  lT icc lae ,  Coope: :s town,  l lo r th  Dakof  a  !  l Jenry

Josehp anc- ' ' i  0 i , to  J i tc i i ' i n ,  ?o i ' t1 : : r :c - ' r . ,  0z 'e i ion l  a -nd-  Ide  Cero l i le  ( I , { rs .  La lv rence

Ste  bro ,  )  Aneta" ,  Nor : th  Dakot r '  ,  The o ther  i , i ro ,  ' , -ho  Dt isses  a i ' iay  8 . re

i {e lJene L{a . tn1 l -C,e  ( } ,T rs .  01e Anc ie rson)  in  l -924;  and C lar .a  J ' " : . l i a  in  19O8.
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T' elr h"-- ' ie 
-be 

r:n the i irrnd-irai:enis cf i , ; . 'entl l- i ;h:rec gri:nd,cit i lclren in . l  I

o f  - . ' ; l io  e ignt ren r re s t i l l  t  ' ' i y ipg.  Hel Ie  ne l l "a th i i r le  \ r : r_q th ,e othe:"  o f

teh i : i l -c ] r :en,  Jo i rn 01i . ,er ,  L i l  l ien Ka, ih l  e  en,  Ehmer Spencer . ,  lv t .e-3 inn

-  
I i cn r i e t te ,  C  l a ra  h l i ce  ,  j ' , r t hu r  Leu is  ,  Ru th  f  -e :e ,  Td r  B l i zabe  th ,  i ' i  i l f r . ed

Dou.g las : rnd"  l t ty r t le  F lo"r lnce,  ; : . * I lna Josephin.e,  fhe t lobher  of  i ; r ' , 'o  ch i ldren,

l 3o rgh i i d .  Cons ta -nee  and  Jo lnn  Ca l i : ' e r ,  I da  Caro l i n . r  rno fhe r  o , f  t t i r ee

-  ch, i ld" : :en,  Calo--1, . i re  Josep! : r ine d i  i '1"  1923,  Lau-r : , r  l rene anC Ra.- i r r iond Leona?cl ,

Poter  Le rv is ,  the p: r rent  r : :1  Lr i i i - t rs  r  i i r r r l ine Jenn and-  ] , tar :y  Lo is  d idd 1?25.

l, lrJl", 'a,-r 'cl  Be-f l-rr inr f : . . t  he:: : : f  f .  ive cj l i  l - i l .rene G-l r,cl -, i5 Elizl l lct i-r a.ncl Clarence

L1.1e, Cec;i J- Lo;, 'd., died- I?n , Fa.rl  cl ied 1925 l: ird" l la-rni iorld.. 0tto, the f a i ;her'

Of  On . r  r . jO t_ t r  G l J rno i i i o t : ( , .

T i -Le p ioneot"  t  s  p i : rJs( : r i1  t ,  i lo i r ic  : i : :  - l -o t - t r . ! - i . 'd  ?o ' ' ins l t ip  one i : i r .n l - - l r , ' ,1  f  c i " t l r -seven. ,

r f , t i ] . : , e  5 8 ,  : : c , ' i , , i o n  1 6  o - f ' G : : i g g 1 s  C o u . n i ; : r .  i l i s  l t T € r s ; c n t  L . o c a f , i o n  i s : : b o r r - t  e

1 1 ; r r ' f  , , . i 1 - e  t i , c , . r ' o s s  t , i , r e  i " i r , ' ,  r  P r o n t  i s  p i o n l ' o : r : "  r r i l C i t r . , l ' s .  I t  i s  I c c l ' t ' r d .  n e e r

btre t,n.j. O'i '  i ; i te She;irenner l i ' i ;r:,r i-,, ,1,i1;i-:L i, lre -i ' i  ver arr,ci, i ;, ' l :re lr.Oods forrnin$ ihe

1 1  r f  i l - : 1 i 9 1 i ' . f  i c , y  
'  ' - : ,  I  i 1 ; l i r r l ; s .

T l , . : e ,  
' o11o . , , i n ;  : : i ( , 1  i t a i - r n t i j  o  i "  e r , r ' - 1 -1 i  co t i i l - i t l  c r r s  : : ,  t l r l  hnp l l en ' i  p i r ; : : l  i  s  i ; l r i i , ' l ; i ) 11

' ) .T j , j te  Uiar l ' ,1qC-r : ' ;  Jo iLn i - Io . rc : r r i : ro i1 .

f r r i iunc i -  l ie lson  Ophe i r r i ,  a l -so  ca l1 td  P ioner : r ' lTe l -so : - r  ' r s  t ; l re  r i rs t

se  l ; t le r :  i t r  what  i s  r . ro i ,  c , ' l - le , :1 .  l ' , : r . s l  l r l t r - t i :n  ' fo r . '  l l s ; i i i ; . t ,  : ,  n r l  p r  l : :o  i ; i re ;  f  i r s l t  se l . t - l  e r

in  G: : i91 ;s  Cor rn t r l .  l , l : ' : .  0phc- i r r i  ( i t . r i l e  f ro i i i  
' ; ; i neshec i r  

CounL l r ,  Io r ' , ra  in  1879 t

pr. tc, , tdj- t i t : ,  l1f  i . " : : :e oj :he::  sctt-- l -e t 's j - -r  i , . . . te She ,et: 'ne '1,rs1]c; : ,  ' i , . : - rd r ' -n {vlrat  1: . . i - ,et :

' i lcc: , , i t ie f l , . i  .  g N6r-r .r t i ; ; , . i ,  b; ;  one 1re:, . t : .  He srr ber:ei j -  , : 'Ot ' r l t ' t t , i rent - l - , ; -- , rJ- on lect ioi- l

12 Of ra_S;l : t f rr . j tn TOi, l ,nSlr ip,  i ,  1.-1. 1---  i ;O t , . rCt;r l . : r - f i r re rr i i ' l  t , :S iL.Ci, ,  ' l  ,he Tt i )at  eSt

s e i i l e r : t  o i t  n e i ; ' : l i - r e ; :  ,  b u i l  b  i - i s  i o i r ,  c : : b j - n  c o v e r c i J ,  ; i t h  s l x i  ' r a r l {  r - o 1 '  r o o f  ,

'  
r , i i ;? :  no  f l -ooL: ,  -  o \ rec i  i : i : l  . l r l r . i ) ] i  i l  l ; l ren  i : - r 'ep l , red  

-o r  t l te  ' - . ' i n t .e1 ' .

T l i ] :e  1 -o i1  l ' , , : r - r -se  is  s t i I l  o t^ i  i i r  r j  : ,e  j r lace  ro i r ,  C , . ; t le i i  
. l  t r i  i l i  s  sor l  Ne is

0p i te  i : , . ,  . , i ; .  1 : .  i1 ;  l , I l l  C l i ln . le , . i  i i .S  ; f r r r -1 , :  r "1 .Of  ' lOr ' 'On-o  Oi  : : l1 -1 i11r ,  lLOs Ln i : l  i i ,S

ea,-, :blre :r  f  l -oor to one of luml;er.  Soir te 6f f i te oid pioneerst ,vor.r- l -C. l ikc ver: \ , r

; i i i t r : i r  i ;o s, ier:  1, , i ie l :ot . ; -Lre i l : f  ( - ' -qoi-  -  . . - l  ,  e- i I :c l '  on ' . . l ls pl- l rc-:c;  o1'  l , -o1l?d 
":O 

t l re

COUnl . ; . , : I  ; :  : : ,  i -  i : : ,1 i , . i ,  t ] , fe  O r  C l  e i i i :e f  O l l  
' ; . : ' e  

COi - i . t ' i ; ' n , -y . :e  b lOC} :  C: : :  SOi t je  O1, ] re f '
( Cet"^-?^-*4 x.a UAu-z;-*

1:iece ir l  i . , t i r , ,o: ' . ' ' '  o," 'r lre i ' i rsi nit :-,  er f  r: t  - i ly.\--- '-  /1 e_ , /  q ,Tm.;Al- _g_ *v- r, /



.  D,  r ing the fa- ] i ,  ihey ha,d ' leen l :u"sy p: :epu.r ' ing shel ter  for  t? :emselves

a n l  : - h e i r  s t o c k ,  n o t  n o t i c i n ' '  t h r : i  i l . e i r  p r o v i s i o n s  . r e  s h r i n k i n : ;  e v e r y  d r

Cay,  u .nt i l  i , , ; in ier  cante. r  : ' ;hen ?e tnd to  s tar t  or r . ' l ;  for  Grsnd-  For ' l rs ,  e ight ; r

miles avfa-i,  ' , ' ,- i thou.t a ror,J, .r.nd t ' , ,rentt i  miles oj. , j  ore to the f irst hor:se .

r i"hi le ]re xas i lone , one pf the Da"kota bl izza,::ci,s caJne ancj he ,., ,ras

la i -d  u.p t r :o ; ' ,eeks befo ' 'e  he could ret i : . rn  and the fokks et  home ha.d-  to

-cr r " i  n l l  'L l .e i  r  o t rn ineel  on ' rhe cof fee mi11.a r r ! ! f  a

f n  t he  sp r ing  o f  1881 ,  ne \ i  se t t l e rs  and  1a .nd  seeke rs  ca . r te  i r , i ; o  t h i s

' l - a a r r i  1 - n n - t  n - ,u u i ' r ' r r J \ r r y  r t r r r - l  l : h e  o n l ' , -  n l , . C e  t O  S o  f O r  c  n r e a l  , " , r S  O p h e ' m l s ;  a m c l .  l , { r s . r .

Ophe i tn ,  th : : t  nob le  end se l f -saCr i1" ic in i  v iOr r . i , r ' t r  v io r - r .1c . "1 -  rvc rk  enr ly  anc j  f r r j ;e

to a.c ccinorJ-a te and. iee d- the net',jeo1net?s .

l i ' i r .  0pheirn cl- ied r : f te: :  :Ltot ne.n;;  Jre:r" : l : . r i ,  J-ong l-refore he corr. ]qj  rea.p

n n r r  h a n n f  - i  i  f t n " n  h i  o  < '  r - n r 1 , 1 . ,,1 1t,1 J ' : rrc ' ,1 r  rJ L rOm hiS s i : lU!, f l1e:s in pr.Orr iding a- l1onie fOr hiniSel- f  ancj"  j - : iS

lOved,  cones .  J r i rs .  Opr 'e i ] l i  l i vcd  r r i& l ' r " , r  l r re r  ps  snd.  c l , ied  in  peace.  ThnV both

le;t  in i ; ] re cel t ' ]et :rp. tr  l ' ;Jr ich r ; ,4,s l , r ld- oL:r  on t .he i r  olvn 1an, l  .

fn  188Or  ea lne  C.  P .  l la lkan ,  A :nud-  Fhr " to ,  Qke Skren"  O le  f i6 rv i - r l  pnd

John Tor f in ,  who took  .  an"c l "  in  ' ' ,ashbtmn t ro ' ;nsh ip .  Aren  Luckason,  John

Atchison ancl-  A' ler Sand-ers airr ivr . ;c,1. bhe srr i re year a.nd. took ln.nd ln

Sverdru-p  To ' " - i - rs I  ip .

So f l r '  t1 l  ' ; l :Le  se t t le rs  , , , ie t 'e  in  t i ie  ve l l  e ; r i ,  s  i r r - rn^  a1< lnr ' ;  b l rc  t " i ve l .

f ro l r i  t l .e  sou- thern  io  b i re  , : ro r :b l ie r  l :o r , r .nd-ar ; r  o f  the  cou: r t [ ,  no f  suspec t ing

r . , ,n : -one ' ; , io r " : .1 . .d -  se t t l -e  on  t ,he  pra , i r ies ; .  Br  t  the  unexpec l . ,ed  happen.J ,  and

l- ;ord -rva,s l - ; r . ' , - -Lrgir l ,  in l ,o the vzr11,: , : ; r  b}: ,at  solneone with abLrndlnt f inancial

s t ren . t t i r  h?d bor i . l i j ,b  a  Ia r11e b lcck  c f  
- l  

and  on  the  pra i r ie  and v ' " ,ou ld

cr * i r r ' l -  71yrar1r11r t i  CnS in  the  . i i "11  SO i tS  tO 
" l te  1 leAd l f  tO tUfn  the  SOd an,J  t reg in

s n ' l - i  r r c  f  n ' r ' r n i  n o  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S p r i n g  o f  1 8 8 1 .  U p o n  i n v e s t l g a t i o n? v  u J  v v  r .  ( r . r f t r l r r f

the rumors l ie i ,e  found-  to  l re  t rue.  The Cooper  Brothers had actue- l ly

purcirased nir, ' ,n;r thcusand acres and- rvere gett lng :rea.dy to operate their

farms,  wf i ich pt 'oved to  be a gre; : . t  asset  to  the eountry  in  br ing ing

moro sett lens and fu-rnisir ln.g enrploynic=ni to those e1:'er,rdy here ::nC. to

new a r r i vg - I s .

Rol l i -n  C,  Cooper  r ;as i ;he nranager  c f  the Coopet 'Brothers fa : :ms unt i l
-1o-



i t  l v a s  d i s s o L i ' e d  b y  m u i u s l  c o n s e n t .  B e s i d e s  h i s  f  n r n i n g  i n t e r o s t ,  h e

e reo ted .  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  two  g ra in  e leva to rs  and  pez ' sona l l - y  ope ra i ,ed .  t hem.

He 1 j ' /8s one of  the o, r rgf in izer-s  of  the Cooperstown-sanborn and Tnr t le

!  Mo l rn ta in  Ra iJ - roa .C . ,  and -  se rved ,  as  i l s  p res iden t  d .  r i ng  i t s  eons t ruc t i on

unti1 i t  was cori iplefed- a.s f a"r a-s Cooperstor,vn r i ;hen it  . , . , :ras sold to the

Nor " the rn  Pac i f i c  l a i l r oad  Compan ; , r  i n  i he  ea r l y  e igh t i es .  l , ; f r  Cooper  Bs

l$ 
vre l -1  i is  ] r is  ra i l road pro jec: t  r ided-  r , ,a . ier ia1I f  in  br_r i  ld ing u. l  rTrany pr : . i , r i ic

i  \ . -
\d

q/
r  {  n r  , .aana?stovr ,n  and i t  r , , Jas  n i -1med in  .b } ie  } rouor  o l l  the  Cooper  Bro the : r ,s ., . ' J  

v  u v y v r

|$
. l  ' . ,1 ,e-rL GI l i r : , .  s  r j6r - r .11f ; , r  1 , , ; , i  ; r  . fo l . t i r - t , r i .  f ' t ip1 i t  r - fT l r : , ' i  I  i r1- i j -  i l6g i . ,e f  COr. : -n- l ; ieS in lg3l_d
e +
$ .. jN, 6'., ir i:.,, ' i i  on Jir.ne I; lJ) P.. C. Coi',p, 13 ' ' i , ,.q or'rrr o.r .Llr.: Cor:Lni;:r

{t-aa*.t T l r c  C o r ; . n i ; : r  e e i ' t . , ; F s  " l . o r : r t c d .  r t

l lOpe 
.; . . ' r ; .  

1, . in lTOfreltbe:t l  ,  i ; i te i ,  i :  f i l6;r : j i6i , ,r l  t  
1,.r I  VO' 'Ce O.f l  i ; i ie ' i ' )ei j l ) l  

e j-  i ,  , ,  .  st l r i .C"rrer_l

i,O C o '-,I)c t.s 1,o\'; ' i-r .

l , , ' i r .  Cooper .  iLas:

] . ,  , , . , ,  1 1 . i - , , 1  g i .  ^ , 1 ; 1 '  
l . i ; i  i ,

! i I ' i . :  s i i r -  . l ,C9{le rr-r f .

c f  1 ; l  e  }c . . *  :1 : .1 , ' - ,1 . .1 , :  .

Sel: .1 i : ]  , - ' l  i . , l t . t l ,  CCl l - f l i t . i . ' ' i  ! ._r  - j_ l .L ] i , r ' : ,n ' , i

'  nd.  j i ; . ; ,1  i , ' l i t . ' l  .  i ie  \  l , , r , i : l  c l  ec. :  i ; , ; , : l

i . ,O i ; j :C t '€- . ' .  r ,  . i_ , r :  :_1 j r  i  i :  ,  t . l  C ' . ' i - ' :_6.  '

V ib i l -e  a i : .c t r . ' ) r ' . - :  r '  , : f  b l ' le  l t i , r - r , ie ,  r :€ . l l i : \  i . 1 ' 1 i  . ' . , : , " , ' , 1  , : f  i ; ' l : , e  ra  j  - ' l _ - - . ad -  cc r i r - i - i - t Lee

. . lnc l -  i r i , : ls  : r .  r ,Le; , i1 i ier r  c  i  c . . . i - i t r ; t '  i - i r . ; - ,cr i - '1 ; r ' , r r  l -  , . :o , , r ,  , i t tegs,  I le  has a l ' , ,a . rs  l - rgoin a

p6. . r  l . r '1 ' ' ;  1 ' r  I  Of  COOpe,?- ' :  i , , i - , ,  t r  I  nCl  '  . -C j - ' t , l -  j ,  
,  C)- ' ( -CeI)L in  - l -  i . r . r  r l  \ rerr la I : i  , , . l te . i r  i . te  i f  e .S

p r : : t , 1 - y . r ' i : ,  ' ( ; ' j - : r . ' i r i - l  r ' fO , l  b i , : . : J i - r r r " ' '  l ,  l c1  o , - . L t i r d  i , i i , t o  L ; r r  { ' 6 f l _6 r : r ' che  l . j - . 1_d  $oo : re  so i , . ; . L j :

j ' i  i . he  i ' l - i  
- l  ' i t r ] i ;  , r : r t ' - , r . l f { i  i i e  f j i e  sn r " i n ; ' , .  - l : i e  i s  s1 , i l l _  ac t i vc ,  , i , i i o r : . ; h  he  has

e . i - ; i , i , .  - o i e  ye l " " f i  i ;O  l , i : i  . : r ' { : ; , , l - ; ,  i ; ,  ; : ' 1 -1 ;1  l . r , . l - 4 ,  l - ;  i  r . ' r : - ' i : ) i  - i , n re . l es ; t  i - n  Gr . i ; - i i l s  COt r . r r t i i

rv i l ich l re i r r , .s  5Te:r  t i ; , -  l re  1 l red r rn i i -  c l ,or . re j : . is  Lt i :  r '1 ;  in  r : -pbui l  o- in1, .

In  fL- ,E2,  l ; i .Le i ' l i l - : :or rd was e,o- '1 . :1ei . - . :c i  i ,o  i lope i : , r - - r r . l  j , i - 'e  prr - - l  - i  . i  r1nr . r r

, ; 1 -1 .1 . - : ' ( i l i  pO in ' t , : r I  i , o  S i r€ . ; r enn f : : .  The  to ' a i r s i . i ; e  bao . r , : 1 . s  c i : 1 : y6  i r : i , o  t he  va - ] -1 -o , " f  l n t j

lOo: ,  i , , : i i  i i re  i ;o , i ,  1 t  of  l , iJ . . f  i : l  er ,  l -  on Sr) , :1 , ' i  r - tn  3-3,  - l - l i rC t r  ro ' , ' . i  O: , ' t ' r i : ) ( .  1  
'b1 i  

lTe.  s  Arnesj  Oi f  ,

- i -n  ;a.s i i i : . , r ' r r  'LO., i l : ; l t , i - i - ' .  I t  Spl l i  nJ U"p -1, j ,11e i ,  i l rushl 'oOt ' t  : :nd ' 's . l l j -e i led R. l i i io l i i  : ls

q i t i r . :  - - l  ) r  i ts  i i :  c i : r j i lc  i . , i i . .e i t  i1 , ' , , , .c" . i l ie  o i r ' i i - " - ;1  t  l ; i r : : ,  i ,  ' l ; ie  pro jgq." l ; . , ' l i l  ra i l : rcad ' , 'o l r .  l -d .

. ' o ' r  3o . , r €  bh l  r  ' , . ' F - y .

l iar ' ie  i i  l t : lu  e" 'b  on.e f  - i : r te  a ccr .L, rod- i -o i , , .s  : :o 'Le1,  f ' ; io  i .eneral  s fores o one
- t_1-

r" i  s l - ;  i . :nc., ,u. l



h a . d - , ; a : : e  i : r t o i ' e  i ' - n d .  O n e  c l r u r .  s l t O : c e : 1 r . l n 6 -  I O c a t e r s  t o : r r ' i s i s t  s e l L l e : : ' s  i n

loc l1 - ing  i l1 'e . j - r '  c la i  t r i s  a .ncJ  ;1s i ; t i ' r ig  
' fhe i r  f i1 ings  r :ecor r led-  in  the  Un i te  d -

s ta ie5  la 'd -  o f  i ce .  Pet t i fo i ;e rs ,  la .nc i  s l - ia . ' . ks  a"nd-  ever ; r 'bh ing  th . : r  j -  be lon5 is

iO a,r  Ord.e:: ly v i i l , r  'e,  e: lcc '1: t  a- Saloarl  1:1f i  g!1 1'r ; -1E; at ' t -h: : t  l ' i t : te t}- le

co l , i lL .o l1  , .1  t lLe  f i rs l ;  need 
' l  

ooJ lec l .  f  o : :  in  t  neYt  to t :n .

T n e p e ; o p l e o f i h b t t o l v n \ Y e 1 - e p r o s p € r o ' L r s s ' n c - ' ] - c o t r - u e n i - ' e c ' ] r ' ' ' n t i l i b w a s

f lorrnd. orr . t  bt1ey l . roi ; lc l  , , i iss t?:e rai l : :oed. The ror.cl ,  Lo Coope' i :sto"vn ai ;  Ltret

t i l i ' re \ ' ias nei ' . r i r t f i  cotr ipl  et ion. i l t - ' -s i  ness ] l le j1 pi ' .c l r i t ] ' t j '  i ;1.rci-r '  3ood-st sonle

l t iovc id -  to  Coppers to ivn  end o thers  i ;o  i lope .  $o l i re  r : f  t l l e  b r i i l - c l " in , ' l s  l vere  s t i l l

t t , le i ,e l -r l r . t  long be' lcre t ] ' , is i . i rey hatre been , ' ' rotred.

t l . . ,_, f .e l i0S a, Cl. l .SS C;f  ea.f  l ;y i t iOneef S, COnSir- ' le , : r :d- ' i l - r  
" i , . ran:,r  f  O ' ,C

Lr .ncJes i i : , : ' : }e ;  1 . l te r ,  1 lo i , ;e - ; re  . ' r  r t ian ;y  o f  i - , l l e l i i  ] : . t ro \ i c ' J -  to  be  va lu - l : " '1e  asset ' s  to

i ,he popu. l , : i ; i .  n i , .n(; .  l  pe ' i ,  Ar jsoi  in i : ; i re c1evelopltrent of  t l -Te co1. ' l "  t r ' , t /  ancJ-

COtl i r , i . l . l i i  .  . l , l feSe enl: ."1-.- ; , r  f : lO1.t le .S: I  i fA' , ,e1 iLr t l . inr i .  ' r i re : le i :  nt .r .nr i )er" OS Singl6

l r o u n , 3  r i r e n  v l h o  c . r r i t e  f r o r n  I o ' i , , ] e  l : i i t t t r r ' s o L ' r ,  Y i s o o n s i n  l n c l  o t h o r  s t a l - . e s ,

. ,  ho  i r r r : , -  i i r , : i l  t ,1 i  b  a  ncr ;  count ry  l - i l {e  'b l , i  s  , ' i o l r . l -d  r rc  t . j re  l ' i : f  c tc r "  p lace  to  r i ' e t

r i c t r  e i : i c ' k ,  s t r : . t  a .  f  r  L . r , i  n n t l  b r . ' 1 1 d  a  ; c c d  l r . i o i i , e  s o  t h e  s i n g l - e  b i e  s s e d -

ness  cor : - ld  l ;e  re j i iovec l  so i , .e1 ; i i ; ' e  i -n  i l  e  nea r  iL : - i ' t r - r " ' )  .

r . ' j l .e  n  i . i :ey  l r r i vc :C-e  t i ' - r :  f  i  i . .1  , .  l , i : i n , l  i , r  s  bc  se l -ec t  t } :e i "n  c .1a i i r , s

T l ren  fhey  
'b r : - i l -1 . ,  

b l te i r  s i lac f r ,  i r ioVed-  i -n , ' c t l :en  l i ve  r l -  a lone,  d -o ing  the i r  own

cookinJ . .  11d. asi i l r ig,  l t rd,  l ; ; l  a1- l-  s 'pl?e:, : . ( '3ne.e$ i ;Jel lo : lu"1t,e con.tente' : - ' l  .  Sonte

of t l r"ern had- pr- ior e: ip{:r ience j-n cookins i : -r  c1-he'"s dic ' l -  not r :1thor ' : 'gh a' l1 of

ther.  c l id- 'b l :e l test they or:r :- id.  G: l id", . . l le calect- i  ' , ,ve r 'e 3n e]. ie1' l l  c l rr i l  p4 bi  on ancl

the i r '  ; , ra - in i tem o:11 su. l - ls istanc'e .

Br . r ' i ,  i - t :e  b l ,cke lo r : , i ,  € , "s  1 . ,6 -1- - l  r : r r  o t l r "e : "s ,  soo :n  d iscor r - r reC tha t  t i l i s

iCe: i  of  5;ett i t -ng r ich clrr i -c):  l ' - r ' .  i r . : 'v ing r l  i ;ocid f  rni  nn"cJ. hor ie l rr ' - -r-  h 'ave ihe

necess- i - t ; ,  lo r  1 i -g ing  in  s ing le  
" r lessed,ness  

l?e i : , cved- ,  d ic l  no t  i ; r : r : t l  o 'L r t  n l

once; f 'o: :  ( . l  r --opsi  p f€: , . .  
.  F,r  - i l ,s1 \ ie: ,r . r ,  ' tL irne d. or-r . t  to be of 1i1l ' ' i  ] r ie l  d ' i )ecarlse

o f  d ra i l . r1 - t ,  b r "os t ,  i i a i l  , - , .nC.  LFre  des t ruc t i r " rene ss  Of  tne  gophers '  I f  an :y

crcl j  $ j8-s b. l .vestcr j -  i r f r , j  snve d.,  l } l .e r ionel i -  I  e nder ip6r; l  d- rppef r  ancl-  c lenand-

L is  pa , - \ r .  He i r r : , J  l : i s  cash inves ted-  a t  t r , 'e l -ve  percent  and he ld"  a  mo: r ' ta -gae

on i [e c. : fo-p a,nd- porson&l propei ' t ] . . . . , , rT us ihe pa.r,r lng or r"enelving at



at another' 1;,. ,-er b;r-t,r io per cent of ini;e reslt i lnd- co;,ruit ission d.elra-nd-ed-, :1t

t ook  1 , i r re  to  1o  l ;  r ' i c r .

Bui  sorne  year . :  le te : : ,  p rosn ; ' : c l . s  took  i : -  f r - r . r 'n  l : ld .  t i i , i es  ;ee i i i : .e  b . i J l ' i r

c r o ; o s  
' b e  

b t c r ,  " . t o r t . .  a g e S  ! , e  l ' €  r e I i l o V t d  f  : : o i , i  t h e  p r c p e i " t i - c s ,  n e ' . i  a c q u a i  n ' i ; -

:rll0{..'IJ i ' rle ii iac-'e a-nr-i Lne fernin j-n-e $Oli Tt',;t-" Sreatf -1r inC r:ee.sed s"r,rong the

: ie t t le rs  a -nc j -  i i :a ,n ' -  o f  the  . - t ro r - l .nd-  1 r1en,  r r " rho  l - re re  s i r .1 le ,  v , Ion  t i re i r  ne ighbor ts

dnr ro ' l l i -e i .  -  n r .o r l i r J ' r - '11r ;  s l ,e  i , : i t s  w i11 in . '  to  i i ro \ re  i i r i - ,o  . r .  r l ,u .S-or ' i t  o r  1 -oEq cah in

to  spend i ;he i r  l - -one.  i . -oor -  .

Ti-Lese pion,re.- ; ' r i  \ r tere bjre re. 1 
' r ru.11C,e::s of the cou.nt- ,r : , r ,  1:n61 1, ' i6r"g

r - r r o i r ' r  n ' - r ' r r r  s h a b k s  o n c e  s t o o c , r ,  y o .  i , j - 1 l _  n o  f i n c .  b e a u t . i f u - 1  i . a r m  i : , o r i r e s ,

' , , ' i t l '  l i ,oder ' t i  conven i r :nce  g  r . ,  nC-  i i i i n i :ove , : re r r t : j  ,  ; t i  i .h  l r ; ro rvn- r ip  s t  on t ,  r .nc '  d -ar rgh l6yg ,

r ,€11-  contc : i t ted"  , ,nc l -  p ros : i le ro l l s .  $o i , ,e  o l  i , l r .o i r .  i : jons- i  a re  r tc \ : r "  o , . , " i ,  in

I{or i i ; : l -n- ,  Qi ' : ,1 1r ' r-r : i r r , r  i .nr l  o ' i ;Lr '  r  I )1: , t  c.s,  i1; ;r , r ' ' i i1 '  l : ' le6l  n U-p l ,hel f  ; -a-t} le : : . t  s ol-C - i ; t ' ld-e

in  i ; i r c  f  lap  j : - r  c l i  f  r . , c  i . c r r  .

Uu l i ke  tnan; r  o f  i ; i l e  € : ' l l f  i r - i3  d -a ; , r  f ron t le t '  se t i le i i :e t r ts ,  Gr iS ;g ;s  6 r - r1 : .n t l , r

p ione ers  , re  s . rVec l .  f r r r r ' i  t i l e  XnUrr ,c ro l - : -S  an , - l -  i ,o r t r r rC l ts  lnd ta i ' : .  Asr i  le  l rom

l;he i 'entr l i -ns O'- '  111'1 i l  f , -onod ' , , r ' r  r l ' , j t . i . , : , r  i r f  t j .Le OOds : , , ,  lOng the f  iVer anCl t ,he SpfeACJ

of bu-f- falo bones i . r .pon t i le prair ie r  i -here \r ls p" no ' i  r ' ; -h, l ie : ign"s i , l r :  t ,  fhe

fnd ians  hLr i  e \ re r  n ia " i ie  th is  i . ' r r " . l i l . , r r .  cou .n 'u , r ' " , r  the i r  l - ro i i te  to  en l r  cons iderab le

ex ten t  o r  even t l re i r  hu .n t ing  l j ro rLnL.s .  Consequcnt -1 -y ,  i ,he : :e  never  sho i r . ld

hs"-, 'e Lr, , . ,  gt ' r  r : ,n;r  l ienr cf  fhe consequcnces of ln upris i , - , f1]  .

N e v e : : t ; l : e l e s s ,  s 6 o r i e s  w e r e  t o l d  a n d  : : e t c l - d  o f  h o v r  f r o n t i e r  s e t t l - e -

rnents  l ra .C l : ;een v - ls i f red-  b ; r  bhe sa . I r i . . r . r : les  and"  hov  t i ' :ey  had procee i led  in  the i r

miss ion  o f  ravag ing  and.  imr rd-Lr . r in : :  s .  F resh in  the  f i io i r rc r - ) "  o f  those ear . i l r

Cays  vp .s  i t re  S io r : .s  n rassa, . . l re  in  l , l i nnesota  in  1862.  Then in  1863 ea ] r1e  the

p- rned ' i  t i  o l r  n f  Gerera l  S i i . l ' l  e . '  - , -h rou , . ,h  , ' ,a t  i s  i  o f  4 r i , : I s  COunl - . . f  .  T Ie  ca t i -p Ied

a,b  S b le ; ' ;  Lake ju .s r  b  sou. t l : i  o f  S in f  o rd . .  T i . : c  re rna , ins  o f  h1s  cB.n ip  (Camp

Si lb ley)  a - r .e  s t i l " t  to  
' i :e  

s jeon.  Th is  c t r lp  i , ' -as  es tab l i shed-  J ,o  c3 . i "e  fo r  t } :e

s i c l c  a r - , d .  { ' o o t s o r e  s o l d - j - e : : : 6 e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  o n  i n  o r . r - i " s j y . 1 ,  c f  t h e  I n d i a n s

r i r : t  had-  t rave  le r l  to i . r ia - r , - l  t i re  L , i ssour i .  L i  ver .  The f l : l s  o f  t ! :e  C lu .s te r

a Y n a r l i  f i  n n  { - :  I \ l o n i ; r ' n i  h r  d  b a r e l y  c e a . : e c  t o  b e  n e ' ' j s  r i i } r e n  :  o r d  c R - - e  t o  o t r . r

-15 -



ffi-

pioneers that a Mani-toba Tribe of fnd-ier"ns tvere on the
{ , -
ad-d.i t io.n to al l  t trese tor-:.Bh reports a real danger lvas

because  o f  t he  res id .ence  o f  I nd ians  on  a  rese rva t l on

n 'nA ar t i  e  n  I  
- l  

r i  r ,  t  o r r1 . -  \ rF :Tr \ r  doop .y r  s v

l rar  path,  In

. F 1 _ n . " n t ^ . t _  + ^  a X i S tu f f v u - 5 r r v  v v  v /

trs ::'r' De vi ls Lake ,

A l l  these stor ies v , r l th  a few facts  lvorr . ld-  na i r - r ra l - ly  tend"  to  cr"eate a

fe&3- lng  o f  u .neas iness  and -  res r t i ,&ssness  espec ia l l y  on  the  p r r t  o f  t hose

aqz]  r r  n i  nnoang vrho vrere ne rvously  inc l ined.  I r r tag inat ions were r ,vor . : ing

over t ime.  There vras constant  i lear  tha" t  the cunninn and t reacherous

savages v lou- ld  eaeape the watchfu l -ness of  the so ld iers  on the reser \ ra t ions

and C"escend upon our  ret t fement  before any cr l l  co l r l -d .  be nra.de for  h .e lp .

Und-e r  t i i ese  cond- l t i ons ,  i t  was  an  e '  sv  na t te r  f o r  a la rm is t s  to  rnee t

w i th  success  i n  r ru i l d lng  up  sone  fee l i ng  o f  t he  se t t l e rs ,  The  numors

end fa lse s tor ies b i .oad.casted- ' . , ier€ nany,  and t l :eyaluays ca ice Lorom the

Nor: t l  .  In  d"ue t i rne,  the ru l1ors too] r  roct  in  Coopersto\ : , 'n .  Some of  the

c i t i zens ,  t a -k ing  the  repo r  t  ve r ; ,  se r i ous -1  ' . ,  v th i  ] e  o the rs  l a r rp ;hed -  n . t  t he

no t i on  o f  p : :epa . r i ng  fo r  a  poss ib le  a t tack  b . r  t he  l r rd iens

Cooper :s to i in  v , ras v i l  o11.1r  u .nprep ' red.  bo make a s i rbst ;ant ia-1 d.efense in

the  case  o f  a  poss ib le  a t tack .  No  fo r t i f i ca t i ons  had  been  th rown  up

ancl ihe::e ' , i i ,ere no arms and- amnr nit icn I ' l i th lvhich to rrnd-erat -e a- success-

fu1  d .e fense  i n  the  case  o f  a  poss ibO& a t tack .  Hov reve r ,  o  b lacks - , t i t h  by

the  mane  o f  Ne ls  K ie f  i ; ook  i t  upon  r i i n l so f f  t o  see  th r t  someth ing  v ras  done ,

even tho ' . : .gh ihe tcron author i t ies refused.  to  l :e  noved.  1:y  the rumol"s  of

danger. ' . i ,r i th bhe t irou.gl:t  in mincj thot there ' , : iai- j  no ttme to be lost a-nd-

that  sdmeth ing inu.s t .be done r t  once,  i ;h ie  b lacksmi th c1 led.  r . ' , .pon the

businessryen and.  others to  f lna-nce h is  pro iect .

' , l l l th  the f inancia l  end-  of  the mat ter  so lved,  'he b lac]<smi th preceed--

ed to ma-nufactu.re a cru.d-e c.?non :r.nd- by the t ir i te the next ru.mor f loated"

in  t l :e  set t lement ,  the defensive weapon 1/as re d.y  for  act ion.  I t  was

r,^lr"1tAd r nr"esl]-rter oh ihe ou.tskirts of the torvn, :robably u.pon l.rhat
l r l v q t r u ' . r v - t  r  1 1 t

v ra .s  then  ca l l ed -  V inegar  I I i I l ,  t ha t  l i t t l e  1 i f  t  o f  g round  to  the  ' o t t h  o f

the business sec i ion of  Cooperstovrn.  Nea-r  th ls  canon the b lacksmi thr

s ta . t i oned .  h imse l f ' and  k -p t  a  ea re fu l ' ; ; a t ch  th rou . .qh  the  n igh t ,  pa t ro l - i ng
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.  
The f  i r .s t  e l .ec i ion wu.s hetd"  _ in  Gr iggs County (a i  tha i  t l_rne,  i t .  v ra,s

3:art offral l  County) at the iesi-clence of Qurrnd }lelson $,rb.eim on Norrember

2 ,  188C;  a - l t hough  be . i ng  a  P res lden t i a l  e lec t i on ,  po l i t l cs  d " i d .  no t  c re i . , i  r , e

m-rch e: ' lc l 'cement  mcst ly  for"bhe reason that  Nor th Da] ' "o ia  hac l  a  Terr i tor ia l

governnent .  l i le  l rad no f tvo lcc i l  in  e lect ing pres ic lent :  he igher  ln  cholce

of  Ter : : l tor ia l  o f  f  j -c i ; r .s  exeept  a deleg* . i ;e  to  Congress.  ' ,ye t /e : :e  a l lov;ed

to  e lec 'u  a  i i en rescn ta t i ve  i : o  t he  Te r r i t o r . i a l  Leg ls ' l a tu re  to  l : e  convened

at  Yankton in  Junuary,  1881.

Knute l lonl anrl.  -, . ' ras &l eeteci. Lo re rresent the c' l- istr i-ct ln the lTou-se of

Represcn i . r t i ves  i n  t he  l eg i s la t l r r c ;  a .nc l  coun t l ;  o f  1 . i  ce rs  o f  T ra i l  Coun t r r

were  a l so  e lec t  c - rL  a t  t h i s  e lee t l -on .

Near l ; r  a l l -  o ion ( r€ l . s ,  i cn  o r  t " *e l ve  j n  n  l l l ) e l " ,  a t t . ndec i  t he  e lec t i on ,

nr ion,  izod onr l -  e lect r rd Jur lges a: : l  C lerks as f611ovrst  Omund.  Nelson Opheim,

01e Joi :anonr$, : :en1 C.  P.  Balkan,  John l - iogenson and John Dahl ,  the f i f th

of f  ic r : r  is  my mer, r t - , ry  c loes not  fa l1  : :ne at  .bh is  la te c1ate.

W. i ren the r rotes luere cr .Lr lv&ssed-e C.  P.  Bal }can a.s the crLnd- id-ate to

ca r l ' y  t i r e  re tu : ' ns  ac r ( ) ss  i he  oDcn  p ra i - r ' i . c ;  no  hou r ,e  fo r  i he  f l r s t  i v ren t ' :

ml les over  to  t i re  county $€at  be lng at  Caeclonia,  loca. tcd.  on the Red River

about  s ix ty  mi les awa; I .  I , { r .  Bol } ran car i ' ied the bal lo ts  ln  a vrooden box

acros s thre co uurtry b. ' , '  1'oo1; .

Organi .zat ion of  Gr j - . j : ,s  Coonty anc l  the second e lect ion.  Gr ig is  Cou"nty

was narned-  in  honor  of  Capta ln Alexander  Gr iggs,  and forned-  f ron nar t  o f

Tra i l  and par t  o f  Foster  Count ies,  gebruary 18,  1881 and June 1O, 1882,

A l l en  B r .ed r  Ro l l i n  Cooper  an r l  W i l l i am C l i ves  v ras  apnon i ted  Coun ty

cor1rn iss lone s by Governor  0rdvra l r ,  for  the purnose of  orgainz ing the County

Seat , r t  Gr i i i l ls  Count ; r .  The Gount . . r  Seat  vras lceatec l  a t  } Iope brr t  movecl  to

Cooperstovrn l i lovernber 7, I  t ,2, btrt t}: .e voi;e of the people.

0n March 8,  1885,  the leg is la ture formea $ l ;ee le County or t  o f  par t  o f

Tra i l  County anr l  the t l ' ;o  eaetern t ler 's  o f  iovrnshJ-ps of  Gi ' ig 's  County,

l e rv ing  t l r e  La t te r  a t  i . t s  o resen t  s i ze .

tr{hen Griggs County :. ,ras organized, the seat of Governrnent vras }eft

at 3lope although 'Lhat pl;Lce vras locr.rtecl alnost in the Southsastern colf i€Pr
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$oon thereaf ier  Ci iapers iov in ?e-s: r lo t " i :er i .  as bein i i  a  Eio i : 'e  ceni : :a l -  po in i  e-nc ' l

v{as natural l ; l  favoSeci i .r.  i ; i re set-; ' lcls in i ;}re ' . ieste:n part, -; 'hr ic}r lead-

con. test  for  ihe : 'enoval  o f  the county se"r -b f ron I {ope to  Coopersto ' , rn .

pi;.3ii:"; the campai-gln of 1882 l GTiggs Coun.L]tr i'rag d.i-vlcied into ,i,h,:ee

elect ion c l -  j_st r " ic ts  . , ; i  th  oo11.- l -ng ' I ] laces at  Ho' re,  C,r r - r 'Dersto ' ;n ,  ar r l  0 t tov;a.

The gain i r -ssue $IaS. the rLov ing of  the coun'by Sel i t .

In tesestec1 l lar t ies on boi i :  s ides raac le pL:eparat i -ons to  carr . " I  the

el -ec i l6 in  ; : -nc l  r .1eny I 'u- r ,1or ,s  c i r .cu l lL ' i :ed-  i , r ' inu the c3-r r ipa i6 in  beforc a 'n i  a f ter

,-.he electi .on ,.. i i rr-r i  erach party,rhgcl- und-cria-} len. It  ' r : ' ; 'Ls sa-i 'c- l '  ihat Hone lrart irrs

hirec,l  t ir ir . t ;r i6le rnen f::gr a neighbor j-n, ' :  oolnty, fedi nnd- Ds' id"ihen f or

'bhirty cir 'r""y's so as ' 'co nrake t lrerr lei ' lal vo' i lers' At the eve of electi-ont nen

r,, ient over to S$e? Hope from Coopers' i 'o1rn to nersuacle them to '7qrt;e for

Cooperstovn rur ich ' ;  e  re fuurn of -  i l :e  i : ,1-e- ,c 'L ion ' i : : roer j  to  con 'ba ' in  so!1e t ru t i r  } :y

the ha.nc lsc.no vote Coo'pe s io l tn  lcc{ : r  j -vec l  in  u} ra 'b  nrec inct"  i lany other  cunning

s to ' i t : s  be r : i c ]  es  t6ese  i . r e re , ;o t cyLo  t l bea t l l  t he  o ' che r  na r t ; ' r .  i l F - r - re  v ra ' ' ; e r l l  vuas

free, I y us cd :i-n s orrle quarb e;r's r

The elect ion vlas ire l-c1 r,. ,ncl r 'e.tr. lrns sho':. i t , :cl i  t  vlas gsvi '- l  t ' :d- bl i  Cooperstol,n

-rlth a itr nclsolrle ne- j ori-t;'r .

Ti ien prepr:-}at j .ons l , lrere na c].e to have i;he seit of govc;::nrrent tnclved- to

coooe: ,s tov, rn but  ob ject : ions f , i ' re l - 'e  mad-e by sorr le  Of  t i re  i )e0 ' l le  o f  I ' t ro ' ' -e  '  H '  P '

SnAr.,c, I t ; ,gister of Deecs anci Coi-rn'b:, 'Cfei"k v'ra'sfs""ci: : inE CoOpelstol 'rn and' ] :acl

nossQss ion  o f  i : " he  n r i nc - i -p r1  reco rds ,  vd l i ch  \ ' I r l l c  ' aken  ove r  t o  coopers iov ' rn

d-uri-ng t.he ni;, : ir i  :nd. plf l-cecl in a granarlr uncer gro$ncl '  A1 Pi-nkerton'

later sh.r i ,-f  f , ,  yi i i .s one of the guard.s*e:r. se verd' l  nigihts 1ai 'er, some 
'of t ire

Hol re soof , ts inen ove '  ,  he l t r -  *o ' rhr ;  g i r -a 'c l  and ' i ;ook tho recorc 's  away f ' " r ' ' J ' t  them'

Ttren f6r  a  t i r ie  Cooperstov lnt  the Corr -nty  Ser t '  had 8-  ' r rana1ly  for  a

cour ih i ] i r .  eo ?rre of f ices r , , : ; 's  Hegis ter  o f  Deec]-q,  and.  the Couniy  Cl .erk ,  but

they }rarl no recort i-s.

to apprei:.enc1, a, ' ' r 'est and prosecu-ie the perpe-

th.e recordis r#' re teturned'. Tir i-s encls the
Then Pla.ns ." i€)re laid

t rators  
'nut  son+: i i -ne lg-1 'er

CountY Se .tt  eoniroverEi-.;r . - J . 7 -




