


the oxen out in the préairie. He then built a §od stable which he had

for two or three years. The roof was made of glough hay covered with

god. Mr. Johnson went to Hope and Cooperstown for his provisions. He

went mostly to Hope because Cooperstown was not very large and did not
always have all he wanted. Hope was eighteen miles away from his home,

and he could not always come home the same day. He started out with a

team of oxen and a load of oats about 4 O'clock in the morning and returned
about dark. ‘

, Some of the near neighbors were: Henry Bemis, E. C. Butler, S. H.
flelson, Gunderson Bros., Ole Halvorson, Ole Bolkan, Knute. Hagen, Mrs.
Anna Halvorson and C. C. Piatt.

The first ecrop froze so he got only a few bushels of oats. Mr.
Johnson and hils brother-in-}law bought a binder which they used together
and also a mower and rake. They bouzht the first binder that Hammer and
Condy sold in Cooperstown. The price of the wheat ranged from 40¢ up
to 50¢ per bushel and oats from 18¢ up to 23¢ per bushel.

The fuel that Mr. Johnson used was wood. This he got from the
Sheyenne Valley. Ie bought it from the people living along the river.
He sawed down the trees and hauled them home in the winter when there
wasn't much else to do, and then burned it up during the summer.

Many tlmes the snowstorms were ‘so bad that the piloneer could not
come away from his shanty, and he was thought to be frozen to death by
his neighbors., Many times the ploneer lost the track or road and drove
around for half the night before he could find any house.

One evening when llr. Johnson and his sister were coming from town,
a snowstorm came up. IHis sister's place was a mile and a quarter from
his. He took his sgister home, but the storm was so terrible that he could
not come to hls home. IHe had to stay at his sister's place from Thursday
evening until Saturday morning. ;

In the fall of 1891 Mr. Johnson had the best crop he ever raised.
Due to the rain and shortage of threshing machines, he could not get 1t
threshed. In the late fall he stacked the grain with snow on it. The
next gpring before seeding, the grain was threshed but due to the grain
being wet and rotted, he did not get mueh out of it. He sold some of
the wheat to R. C. Cooper for 15¢ a bushel and also to some of the neigh-
bors for the same price. He gave away some of it and used the rest him-
self. All that summer he worked for W. W. Archer to pay the threshing
ok | 4%

At one time when Mr., Johngon came from Hope, he got out in & hail
corm. He was about seven miles from the nearest house. <+he hailstones
were larger than marbles. His hands were sore for a long time due to
the hailstones hitting so hard.

The first shanty that Mr. Johnson had burnt dewn in the fall of 1894.
He then bought a house whiech he fixed up and repaired. This house burned
down in the spring of 1205. He had no insurance on it and not much was
saved, so 1t was a great loss. The house was as good as anyone had at
that time.

Mr. Johnson was married that same spring to Miss Mary Brosten. They
were married in Griggs County at the home of Andrew Brosten.









PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Arnt Johnson

The name of the pioneer's father was John Johnson. The name of
the pioneer is Arnt Johnson. He was born January 30, 1878. He was
pborn in Worway, the town was Stavanger.

Fe went to America because he wanted better work. Te came to
North Dakota because his brother was here. Te started from Stavanger
to Full and then crossed Encland by train to Liverpool. FHe crossed
the Atlantic Ocean to New York. Then he took the train from New York
to North Dakota in the last of March 1892. When he arrived in North
Dakota it was only prairie. He started to break up the land with the
walking plow. He took up school land from the government. The land
1s located in Sverdrup township, range 58. The first home was a frame
house. Fe went to Cooperstown to et bis provisions. His neighbors
are Torkel Vigesaa, Peter Vigesaa, Swen Logze and Lars lLoge.

The early crops were wheat and flax. The flax yielded 158 tushels
an acre. He used coal for fuel. He hauled it from Cooperstown with
& wagon and two horses. :

The prairie fires was the most important hardship. Fe plowed
around the buildings for a fire break. ;

He was married to Taletta Berge. He was married in Norway in
1210. The descendants of the pioneer are Martin Johnson, Arthur
Johnson, ®dwin Johnson, Bjorn Johnson, Borghild Johnson, Olarence
Johnson, Cliftord Johnson, and Leonard Johnson.

-—-Arthur Johnson.
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Biography of Arnt Johnson
--Arthur Johnson

The pame of the pioneer's father was John Johnson. The name of the
ploneer is Arnt Johnson. He was born Jgnuary 30, 1876. He was born in
Norway, the town wae Stavanger.

~ He went to Americe because he wanted better work. He came to North
Dekota because his brother was here. He started from Stavanger to Hull
end then crossed England by train to Liverpool. He crossed the Atlantic
ocean to New York. Then he took the traln from New York to North Dskota
in the last of March, 1892. When he arrived in North Dsgkota it was only
prairie. He started to bresk up the land with the walking plow. He took
up school land from the government. The land is located in Sverdrup
townghip, range 58. The first home was a frsme house. He went to Coopers-
town to get his provisiténs. His neighbors are Torkel Vigessa, Peter Vig-
esa&, Swen Loge and Lars Loge. :

The early crops were whest and flax. The flsx ylelded 18 bushels

an acre. He used coel for fuel. He hauled it from Cooperstown with s
wagon and two horses.

The prairie fire was the most importsnt hardship. He plowed sround
the buildings for a fire breek.

He was married to Taletta Berge. He was married in Norway in 1910.
The descendants of the pioneer are Martin Johnson, Arthur Johnson, Edwin
Johnson, Bjorn Johngon, Borghild Johnson, Clarence Johnson, Clifford
Johnson, and Leonsrd Johnson.






/ = i - Biography of Ben Johnson

y --Inga Johnson

Y

!The parents of the pioneer are John and Kari Engen. The pioneer's
name is' Ben Johnson. He was born in 1867 on the first of December in
Allzmskee County, Iowa, near Dekorah.

The pioneer left his former home because of the chinch bugs which
ned destroyed their crops for seversl yeasrs . When they left they sold
their land for thirteen dollars per acre, and it would have been worth
$300. today. Ben Johnson came to North Dskots instead of any other state
because there were free homestesds to be gotten.

Wnen Ben Johnson was coming to this state he had many hardships to
endure. One thing was that they ran short of supplies so the pioneer's
father had to go into Fargo and get some things but he could not get back
that night and so Ben Johnson snd his brother did not know where to put
themselves so they crewled upstairs in a barn. It was real cold. The
police had noticed them go upstairs and he was searching for them but
they were very quiet and afraid f so they lay quite still, and he didn't
find them. They traveled in lumber wagon up here.

Ben Johnson came to North Dskota, that is to Fargo, on the 20th of
April, 1881, and up to this part of the country on the 20th of June, 1881.
The reason Ben Johnson could not get here before was because of the great
flood caused by the Red River. The water was up to the front street of
Fargo so he stayed down there with relatives until i1t went down to normsl
slze again. :

When Ben Johnson wes up here the figﬁt ew years the mosquitoes were
e great pest. They would have to meke 2 ?%#;ﬁfb get them away. Mr. John-
son seld that he would ususlly take a big kettle along if he going away
and set i1t right in the wagon box znd make‘?iﬁéziﬁ’it S0 as to keep them

- away. The mosquitoes were just as bad to the animsls as they were to the
people. A 1little while later most of them diseppeared. The nearest

town at that time was Valley City, Mr. Johnson ususlly went there once

& year and 1t was a2 long distance when he used oxen. That same spring

he got short of flour, coffee, sugar, and tobacco. Eerly that spring

he had to go to Valley City again and it ook 2 whole week to make the
trip. There ceme a large snowstorm and Mr. Johnson had to stay out in

the storm one night. There was also another party that happened to have

a load of lumber that got caught in the snowstorm. They burned the

Lumber so gs to keep warm and to keep alive.

, When Mr. Johnson was here the first years there was government land
he settled down on. He had to go to Valley City to file a petition for

homestead. MNMr. Johnson lives in Washburn Township number 146 and Range
58.

The first home Mr. Johnson hsed in this state was sort of g dugout.
It wes built in o hill and had s sort of roof extending outward. They
had one room which was not very large. Here they had to both sleep and
do their cooking. There was 2lso another little room in which they kept

the things cooked in . The whole room was Wwhite washed.

Mr. Johnson hsd to go to Valley City for provisions as I.have men-



Biography of Ben Johnson
--Inga Johnson

tioned. It was the closest town. It took about a week and often had
very hard times getting there and coming home again. ;

" The names of lr. Johnson's nearest neighbors were Arney Arneson,
ir. Seim, Ole Bjugstad, John Qualey, and Omund Nelson Opheim.

Mr. Johnson's early farm machinery were the cradle, flall and walking
plow then which took a great deal of time. Instead of the cradle now he
uses a binder. The cradle would do very slow and poor work. The flail
was used then for threshing machine. A little later they had the thresh-
ing machine and power was gotten by using horses and they hsd to keep %
on going in a circle. It was very hard work for the horses. Mr. Johnson
did not use oxen very much becguse Jjust o little while after he came he
got horses.

lMr. Johnson had quite good success with his crops. The seeds which
he usuelly seeded were wheat, oats, barley, and rye. In wheat Mr. John-
son's fields would yield up to 45 bushels to the acre. The other crops
elso would be good. The market prices were not so very high at that
Time but there was such an abundance of it they could mske pretty good.

The fuel that Mr. Johnson used in early days was wood. He had quite
a good space of trees and therefore had ususlly plenty of wood for the
fire so as to keep that going. ;

There were some prsirie fires but these did not bother very much
because of the Sheyenne River. There were quite bad snowstorms. One
year there were great big snowstorms in May. Mr. Johnson sald they would
not be very harmful but the worst was to come from the house to the barn.

lMr. Johnson was married to Ingre Gurina Midstokke on the 7th of
January, 1909, at Sharon, N. Dek. Mr. Johnson has three girls whose
nemes are Cora, Gladys, Inga. Cora is 15, Gladys is 9, Inga is 13. He
also had a boy who died when four years old.

The present home of Mr. Johnson is 9 miles northeast of Cooperstown
in Washburn Township number 146, Range 58, Section 12.
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PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Ren Johnson

The parents of the pioneer are John and Xari Engen. The pioneer's
name 1s Ben Johnson. He was born in 1887 on the first of December in
Allamakee County, Iowa, near Decorah. v -

The pioneer left his forner home because of the chineh bugs which
had destroyed their crops for several vears. When they left they sold
their land for thirteen dollars per acre, and it would have been worth
$300 today. Ben Johnson came %0 Norih Dakota instesd of any other
state because there were free homesteads to be gotten.

When Ben Johnson was coming to this state he had many hardships
to endure. One thing was that they ran short of supplies so the
pioneer's father had to go into Fargo and get some things but he counld
not get back that night and so Ben Johnson and his brother did not know
where to put themselves so they crawled upstairs in a barn. It was
real cold. The police had noticed them go upstairs and he was search-
ing for them but they were very quiet and afraid so they lay quite
still, and he didn't find them. They traveled in lumber wagon up here.

Ben Johnson came to North Dakota, that is to Fargo, on the 20 of
April 1881, and up to this part of the county on the 20 of June, 1l8Hl.
The reason Ben Johnson could not get here before was because of the
great flood caused by the Red River. The water was up to the front
street of Fargo so he stayed down there with relatives until it went
down to normal size again. :

When Ben Johnson was up here the first few years the mosquitoes
were a great pest. They would have to make a fire to get them away.
Mr. Johnson said that he would usually take a big kettle along if he
was going away and set it right in the wagon box and make fire n it
so as to keep them away. The mosquitoes were must as bad to the animalsg
as they were to the people. A little while later most of them disa-
ppeared. The nearest town at that time was Valley CQity. Mr. Johnson
usually went there once a vear and it was a long distance when he used
oxen. That same spring he got short of flour, coffee, sugar, and tobacco.

‘Early that spring he had to go to Valley Citv again and it took a

whole weék to make the trip. There came a large snowstorm and Nr.
Johnson had to stay out in the storm one night. There was algo another
party that happened to have a load of lumber that got caught in the
snowstorm. They burned the lumber so as to keep warm and to keep alive.

When Mr. Johnson was here the first years there was government
land he settled down on. He had to go to Valley City to file a
petition for homestead. Mr. Johnson lives in Washburn Township, number
148 and range 58.

The first home Mr. Johnson had in this state was sort of a dug-
out. It wes built in a hill and had a sort of roof extending outward.
They had one room which was not very large. FHere thev had to both
sleep and do their cooking. There was also another little room in which
they kept the things they cooked in. The whole room was white washed.

Mr. Johnson had to go to Valley City for provisions as T have
mentioned. Tt was the closest town. It took about a week and often
had very hard times getting there and coming home again.

The names of Yr. Johnson's nearest neighbors were Arney Arneson,
Mr. Seim, Ole Bjugstad, John Qualey, and Omund Nelson Opheim.

Mr. Johnson's early farm machinery were the cradle, flail, and
walking plow. Tnstead of the plowg he has now he used the walking plow
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Ben Johnson (continued)

then which took a great deal of time. TInstead of the cradle now he
uses-a binder. The cradle would do very slow and poor work. The

flail was used then for threshing machine. A little later they had

the threshing machine and power was gotten by using horses and they

had to keep on going in a circle. Tt was very hard work for the horses.
Hr. Johnson did not nse oxen very much because just a little while
after he came he got horses.

Mr. Johnson had quite good success with his crops. The seeds
which he usually seeded werc wheat, oats, barley, and rve. In wheat
Mr. Johnson's fields would viéld up to 35 bushels to the acre. The
other crops also would be good. The market prices were not so very
high at that time but there was such an sbundance of it thev could
make pretty good. ’

The fuel that Mr. Johnson used in early days was wood. He had
quite a good space of trees and therefore had usually plenty of wood
for the fire so as to keep a-going.

There were some prairie fires but these did not bother very much
because of the Sheyenne River. There were guite bad snowstorms. One
year there were great big snowstorms in May. Mr. Johnson said they
would not be very harmful but the worst was to come from the house to
the barn. :

Mr. Johnson was married to Ingre Gurina Midstokke on the 7 of
January, 1909 at Sharon, N. Dak. Mr. Johnson has three.girls whose
names are Cora, Gladys, and Tnga. Oora is 15, Gladys is 9, and Irga -
is 13. He also had a boy who died when four vears old.

The present home of Mr. Johnson ieg 9 miles northeast of Cooperstown
in Washburn township, number 146, Range 58, Section 13.

--Inga Johnson
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{ ‘ PIONEFR BIOGRAPHY '
My, and Mrs, Lars. Johnson, who now reside in Sverdrup N
Townshgp, were both born in Sweden,. Lars Johnson who was then
known as Lars Johanson was born on the 1l4th of January, 1842,

‘§ “ in Dufved, are, Jamtland, Sweden, His parents were Mr, John

Larson and Mrs, Brita Nelson Larson, He was the second son in
a family of three boys and one girl, Mrs., Johanson was known
in her girlhood days as Ingeborg Nelson, Her parents were Nels
Olauson and Gertrude LaLander Qlauscn, She was born on the
19th of april, 1847, in Wik, are, Jamtland, Sweden, She was
the oldest chlld in a family of Lnren boys and five girls., MNr.
Lars Johanson and Ingeborg Nelson were married on the third of
July, 1870, in Are Church near Dufved, Jamtland, Sweden,

In 1872, after the old home of Lars Johanson's parents
had been sold to their oldest son, Mr. Johanson decided to sail
for Amsrica., On the 9th of May, Lars Johanson and his wife and
their infant daughter, Brita Elizabeth, decided to go to Minne-
sota to seek a new home, They came to Granite Falls, Chippewa
County, Minnesota, because Mr, Johanson's youngest brother had
come there two years before and had already bought a farm, The
Johanson's lived there on a pre-cmption for nine years but be-
cause of crop failures, due to three years of grasshopoers and
drought, they were obliged to leave. On a pre-emption people
were given the right to live until they could homestead the
land, but since it was impossible to live there because of crop
failure they were given permiscion by the government to leave
and go elsewhere to make their living and take a homestead if
they wished,

Mr, Matthew Davidson, a Civil war vebteran and a neighbor
of the Johanson's, had gone to what 1s now Griggs County a
counle of vears before, The Johanson's therefore deecided %o
go to Dakota., They built a covered wagon by naliling wooden
ribs to the top of the wagon box and covered these, first with
unbleached sheeting, then oilcloth to make it waterproof. In-
to this they loaded all the household goods, consisting chief-
ly of bedelothes, stove, a few kitchen utensils, and their im-
migrant trunk filled with clothes for themselves and three
children, Brita Elizabeth, Nickolaus, and Margareta. They also
had provisions with them for the journey, such as, "knacke"
bread, dried beef, homemade summer sausages, smoked ham, and
so forth., They also had one-half dozen hens, two geese, and
one rooster. They shipped their haymower and plow on the
Northern Pacific to Valley City. 4 small seceder was shi ped
Lo Hope later, They had three cows, one heifer and one calf,
Their mattresses were filled with straw and laid on top of their
household goods., On their journey when the bread gave out they
had to 1ift the stove out of the wagon while they did the baking.

They set out on their journey in company with John and
Gustav Forsborg and the Grotness family, They had planned %o
start in May but due to Mrs, Johanson's 1llness they postponed
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their departure still in June. At the end of the first days
journey they camped near a farm., Mrs, Johanson was not feeling
well, so the kind farmer's wife invited her and her girls %o
sleep upstairs in her house. The room was low and hot and she
felt feverish, She managed to get downstairs for a drink of
water from a rain barrel to quench her thirst. The nest morn-
ing the ladv gave her some medicine and Mrs, Johanson. féelt

well enough 80 they could continue their journey.

When they reached Fergus Falls they traded their teszm of
horses to a man who had come from the Red River Valley. In
exchanze for the horses they got two yoke of oxen. Then in
company with the Grotnesses and the Forsbergs they continued
their journey, Cattle buyers, gold seekers, land seekers, and
fortune hunters with their wagons joined in the cavalcade for
a longer or shoerter time.

They came through Fargo which was then only a town of
small shanties, Mr. Johanson wanted to stay in Fargo and go
into the restaurant business, but Mrs. Johanson had the vision
of a claim and home in Dakotgs where she could bring up her chil-
dren in God's nature and not in a noisy boarding house kitchen,
dusty strects and dirty alleys.

The Grotnesses went to Crookston from Fargo but the Johan-
sons and Forsbergs continued westward., Going by the Dalrymple
Farm they had to cross a slough three miles long. The water

reached over the hubsg of the wheels up to the wagon box, but
they came through safely because the bottom of the slough was
prairle and not soft.

When passing a farm near Fargo one rooster flew out of
the crate. They lost track of him, but the Grotnesses asked
the farmer %to pay them fifty cents. For this they bought a
treat., Over one day's journey on this side of Fargo, one of
the cows had the misfortune of breaking her leg. This delayed
the journey for three or four days. They had to take the cow
and her calf back to Fargo, where they sold them both for about
forty dollars,

Finally they resched the Sheyenne River after about four
weeks journey. They camned on the east side of the valley for
a couple of days while Mr, Johanson and other men in the com-
pany went out to look for a good peice of land on which to
settle., They located on Section 28, Range 58 W., Toummnship 185
N. on the morning of the Fourth of July, 1881, where they are
gtdll livinge. ‘

after they settled on their land, they lifted the cover
off the wagon and set it down and lived in that the first
summer. when 1t rained or stormed Mr. and Mrs, Johanson had
to get up in the night and hold down the tent. They also had
extra oilcloths to put over the children., Mrs, Johanson can
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tell many interesting incidents of trying to cook in the open.
Mr Johanson has also delighted in telling stories of the early
days. :

With his team of oxen and a crude plow, Mr. Johanson set
to work at once to bresk the sod. He broke ten acres of land
on which he raised wheat the next soring. He also cut hay with
the help of his wife and children.  Mr. Johanson put up hay
for tHe neighbors to make money for food and clothing. They
also put up a thirty ton stack of hay that hé¢ sold for two
dollars a ton to Mr. Andrew Benson.

The tools and machinery were of the crudest make., Mr,
Johanson made his own hay rake and Mrs., Jchanson had to lead
the oxen while Mr, Johanson managed the rake, but the Johansons
were not afraid of work and as they had very little money
they were willing to work hard for necessary provisions., They
had only forty dollars in cash but with what they earned they
were able to send fifty dollars to his brother in Granite Falls.
For this he bought a cow and sent with Andrew Benson who came
from Granite Falls to this community later in the fall,

In the fall of the year Mr, Johanson went to Valley City
and traded off some cattle for lumber to build a shanty. After
the shanty was completed Mrs.Johanson said, "I don't believe
any king in all his glory is as happy in his palace as I am in
my little shanty.," After having lived three months in the im-
provised tent, Mrs, Johanson appreciated living in a house that
was stationary, They lived in this 1little shack t1ll in Novem-
ber, when Mr, Johanson and little son, Nie, had cut the logs
and built the one-roomed log cabin. They lived in this one-
roomed cabin until in 1885 when they built a large barn., They
put a floor in one end of that and lived in it for a few weeks
while they moved the log house, added another room, and raised
the building making a low room of second floor. This building
with the two rooms is still standing on the homestead. The
large wood framed building was bullt about 1904,

Mr. and Mrs Johanson each with a yoke of oxen went to
Valley City in the fz1ll to buy provisions for themselves and
their neighbors., This was a three days trip. Their own winter /
provisions consisted of two gallons of kerosene, syrup, fifty
cents worth of brown and fifty cents worth of white sugar, five
pounds of coffee, some flour, and a few minor articles. They
were not in the habit of drinking coffee every day. They made
a coffee substitute by baking a kind of course bread, cut it
in strips, dried it and browned it, and ground it together with
some ccffee beans. Sometimes they used the wild prairie tea
for a drink,

The next spring Mr. Johanson bought seed for hig ground
from a farmer near Bald Hill Creek. The grain was large and
full, but was mixed with with wild buckwheat seed., As they had no
mill Mrs. Johanson and the children had to pick out the buck- 2
wheat seed. “They did this by spreading the wheat over sheets.
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They also bought five bushels of potatoes in Valley City. When
they were cutting and sorting the potatoes for seed they cut

out some potatoes for a meal, This was a treat as they had not
tasted potatoes since they came to Dakota. The potatoes were
planted in thc ground thdat had been the fire break, for in those
days prairie fires were common and wide fire breaks were necessary.
Many times the whole family had to get out and fight the fire.

They had to borrow a reaper to cut their first years crop.
This they borrowed from Simon Ouren.

There was one thing these pioneers did not lack and that
was fuel. This could be gotten at the Sheyenne River, There
were plenty of dry trees and also woods on which no one had
monesteaded. After a few years Mr. Johanson bought three acres
of land along the Sheyenne River which 1s known as lot three
and section sixteen. From this he has been able to our many a
load of wood throughout his forty-five years of residence here,
He paid sixteen dollars an acre for this wood land,

Rev, Lundeby was one of the first minilsters to visit the
community, Though the Johanson's house was small yet it was
larger than many of their neighbor's houses. Therefore, Mrs.
Johanscn was obliged to house the minister, The neighbors
brought milk, bread and other provisions for him. Rev. Lundeby
was such a tall man that Mrs, Johanson had to piece her short
old-country sheets and put a chair at the foot of the bed so
that the bed would be long enough for him. This minister told
the Johanson children many interesting storiles about his travels
over the prairie. He dressed in furs and carried a tent with
him so that when caught im a storm he could cover hils horses,
cutter and himself, and camp on the prairie until he was able
to get to some settlers home. He would hold services once or
twice a year., At one of his services held in 1883 twelve chil-
dren were baptized at one time, among these twelve was Mr. and
Mrs. Johanson's infant daughter, Kristina Wilhelmina,

Tn 1886 Lars Johanson and Hans Sundeen went back to Gran-
ite Falls and each bought a team of horses., Each team cost
in the neighborhood of three hundred dollars. These were bought
on the installment plan.

After filing his tree claim, Mr. Johanson set about plant-
ing trees, The first year he planted seed and they came up
nicely and seemed to thrive but in July a hot rain killed them.
He then had to prepare the soill again, buy trees and replant.
In 1885 he planted nine thousand trees. Many of these are now
sturdy trees, With trees planted in later years they make an
excellent windbreak and a cozy looking home.

The first schoolhouse built in the fall of 1884 is what
is now known as the Gallatin School. Gallatin was then the
Postoffice. The Gallatin Schoolhouse was organized May 29,
1833, Mr. Johanson served on the board as clerk at that time
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and later as president of the board, This school grew to be
quite large. In 1889, forty-five children of school asge, lived
in the distriet. This schoolhouse cost approximately one
thousand dollars, g

Mr. Johanson received his citizenship papers in June, 1887,
George Gullickson and Matthew Davidson were his witnesses.
John a. Jorgenson was clerk of court for Griggs County. (See
cooy of Haturilization Record) Some of the men who became ‘
citizens at the same term of court were: Hans Sundeen, Samuel
Langford, John Duncan, John J., Lee, Thor Hagen, Ferdinand Fen-
ner, Knut Stromme, and Christ iarestad. There were fifty-seven
applicants for citizenship at this term of court,

Some of the peovnle who were neighbors of the Johanson's
in the piloneer duys were: Swen Loge, Swen Lunde, Waldemar
Klubben, Betuel Herigstad, 0le Westley, Andrew Benson, Chris-
tian Aarestad, and Helge Larson.

The descendents of Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are Brita Eliza-
beth(Mrs, O0lof Johnson of Hannaford), Nickolaus (Nic Johnston :
of Aneta, deceased;, Christine Wilhelmina (Mrs., 0. W. Sandin of Coopers-
town), Mathilda LaLander (Mrs, Mathilda Johnson of Cooperstown),
and Ida Louise (Mrs. albert Johnson of Hannaford). Besides
these there are sixteen grandchildren. The writer of this paper
is one of the grandchildren. :

Mr. and Mrs, Johnson are still living on the homestead
with their daughter and somm-in-law, Mr, and Mrs, 0. W. Sandin,
and are still active but their years of hard labor are begin-
ning to tell their tale.

Though many of these early experiences are forgotten, yet
on cold winter evenings when sitting around the fire in their
cozy farm home their talk often drifts to reminiscent tales of
ploneer days.



Copied from page 44 of Naburilization Record of Second Papers,
Griggs County

TERRITORY OF DAKOTA DISTRICT COURT
County of Griggs June Term, June 15th, 1887

In the matter of the application of Lars Johanson to be-
come a citizen of the United States George Gullickson and Matthew
Davidson being severally sworn, do depose and say, each for him-
self, that he is well acquainted with the above named Lars Johan-
son that he has resided within the limits and under the juris-
diction of the United States for five years last past, and for
one year last past within the Territory of Dakota; and that dur-
ing the same period he has behaved himself as a man of good moral
character, attached to the principles of the Constitution of the
United States, and well disposed to the good order and happiness
of the same., :

Subscribed and sworn to

in open Court, this 15 day = Signed GEORGE GULLICKSON

of June 1887, ‘

Signed JOHN A, JORGENSEN Signed MATTHEW DAVIDSON
clerk

TERRITORY OF DAKOTA DISTRICT COURT

County of Griggs

I, Lars Johanson, do swear, that I will supvort the Constitution

of the United States of Averica, and that I do absolutely

and entirely Renounce and Abjure forever all Allegiance and Fi-
delity. to every Foreign Power, Prince, Potentate, State or Sove
ereignty whatever; and particularly to the King of Sweden .and
Norway whose subject I was, And further, that I never have borne
any hereditary title, or been of any of the degrees of Nebility
of the country whereof I have becn a subject, and that I have re-
sided with n the United States for five years last past, and in
this Territory for one year last past.

Subscribed and sworn to
in open Court, this 15th
day of June, 1887, ‘ $igned Lars Johanson
Signed JOHN A, JORGENSEN
CLERK



Transalation of letter written by Lars Johnson to his bro-
ther, Jonas, living in Minnesota.

Gallatin, the 20 of September, 1885

Dear Brother, Jonas,

I mist, in brief, send you a few words so you may hear we
are alive and gifted with health up to this time, Only
two year old daughter, Kristine, has poor eyes, I have
tried two of the doctors we have here but without anv
permanent help., If she is not helped we will have ¥o go
to Minneapolis,

I planted last spring about 9000 trees, All have grown

this summer., Besides I have built a good log stable 42

feet long and 16 feet wide. I have even moved my living
house and lald shingle on the roof.

I have both reaped and threshed. I got 1560 bushels wheat
on 7= acres, 00 bushels oats on 10 acres and 85 of barley.
We have had a dry fall and nice weather,

Let me hear what the prices of horses down there are now
and 1f you know of a good team for sale also if it can be
sold on time until spring. I am looking for wheat to go
up in price. I still have my oxen. My large team of oxen
welghed, after I was through reaping, 5786 pounds. The
largest of them is the one I raised down there,

1 wili also mention that a daughter was born to us last
June. Her name is Mathilda,

and so a loving greeting to you all. In haste of your brother.

Lars Johanson



Translation of letter written by Lars Johnson to his brother,
Jonas, in Minnesota,

Griggs the 27 July, 1883

Loved Brother,

Thanks for your letter of the 28 instant. I see by your letter
that you are gifted with life and health as ususl, Must also
mention that we have also the same good news to tell vou, only
our infant daughter, Kristina Wilhelmina, who was born the 14
of april has been poorly of late, but just now she is somewhat
improved. During the first of the summer the weather was so
dry that the grass on the prairies began to wither and dry.

The last days of June the weather has been up to 115°, so that
the crops in many places look poorly. The fields that were put
in early are in the best condition. I sowed about 10 acres be-
fore the other neighbors got theirs in, This looks like No. 1.
The rest of my crop was sowed soon after so it looks as if that
will be good too. Last Saturday we had such a heavy rain I
have never seen the like., I had a tub standing outside on the
flat prairie. This filled in a foot high. But the ground was
so dry that the water soaked into the ground in a short time.
The 26 we had another heavy shower. Thls filled the sloughs
and it Hsnow difficult to make hay. I have just started hay-
ing. Yes sterday we hauled 10 loads I have a hired man so things
are going fast, Yesterday Nic loaded all the hay and "mama"
stood in the stack. I unpitched the load and Jacob helped
loads We had two teams.

Daniel Erickson came up last spring. He took land near the
river, It has 12 acres of wood, Another man had pre-empted
that land but had left, He has built a house and is living
there with his wife,

My seeder arrived in Hope last March in good condition., I
have broken 45 acres--half for myself and half for others.

I must close my letter with dear ﬁreetings to you allsy 1In
haste of your brother,

Lars Johanson

P. S. I will show you how tall wheat grows in the west.,



Translation of letter written by Lars Johnson to his bro-
ther, Jonas, living in Minneésota.

Gallatin the 13 of February, 1888

Dear Brother Jonas,

- Your writing of the 12 of last month, even the named of
last summer, I have heartily received. I started an an-
swer to the one from last summer before Christmas, but it
was never finished, We are all well according to eircum-
stances and are all gifted with health to the present time,
We must say we have had a good summer and a dry fall, and
a nice winter even though it is cold off and on. There

is 20 much snow that we must use sleds. We had wagon roads
untit Christmas time.

We have now already gotten a school house and school a
going. Brita and Nickolas have gone to school all winter,
We have 13 miles to the schoolhouse which is situated in
the wvalley. It 1s now two years since I took the steps
necessary to have a school district organized, This did
not materialize because when the meeting was held there
was a disagreement about where the school should be placed.
Those in tlee Valley wanted it there and those of us on the
prairie wanted it in the center which was near my land.
But then in the meanwhile the new school laws come into
effecet and we had then no school house and so nothing came
out 'so what we had done.

I have never mentioned to you that I had some trouble with
40 acres of the land that I tock as a tree claim. A Nor-
man that lived in this same section made known to me and
others how he intended to take his land after I had se-
cured my paper and had all things right, so he went and
swore to the effect that he had dug a well on this named
forty, and so got his papers. This named well was only a
hole that he had made in taking out some plaster sand in
hill and that there would be a hole was clear, I then had
to get two men to go with me to Valley City to witness to
that effect. I had an attorney. This witness proof had
to be sent to Washington before I got a satisfactory an-
swer and that took a long time, but when it came it was In
my favor and he was the loser., During this time he had
moved onto this named forty, built a house, and stable, and
broken 16 acres., In order that I did not have to go to
further law and get him to go I paid him 93 dollars for the
- house and breaking. He then sold his forty acres and left
this community. I now thus have two farms., I intend to
move this named house unto my homestead. I bought 7000
cotton wood trees last fall that I intend to plant on my
tree claim
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T must say I had a rich harvest last fall. We got 1560
bushels wheat, 25 on the acre, Oats were about 400, but
the prices ss you know are low. But luckily I got hauled
eut 380 bushels when it was 60 cents and so I have about
400 left to sell. Wheat cost me at homepere 52 cents and
I got a chance to sell for 48 and 50 cents.

we paid $2.00 a day from the time harvest started until
threshing was over. I had this year a norwegian boy from
Wesconsin who worked for me and earned 80,00 from me un-
til threshing began, - Usually the crew follows the thresh-
ing mechine. C. Aarestad got between 8 or 900 bushels
wheat, and H. Larson 600, if I remember correctly.

There is a lot of complaint about hard times and it is
perhaps hard for many. I for my part have not known of
any hard times since we came up here. It seems to De
quite common that people have had too much hope for the
future so they have invested too much. I perhaps have
done so tooy but I have worked my land carefully.

I have agdin bought a new sulky plow, so I now have two.
Also a new wagon which is paid for. I have to pay
second installment next coming June on my binder,

I must ask you to send me 2 or 8000 cuttings of the kinds
of trees that are best growers. Cut them so they are
ready for planting. They would have to be packed in a
box. You may not have time to do it but you can get some
one to do it. Perhaps Pher Nilson who lives in 12 could
undertake to do it. I would pay what it was worth.

You must greet Pher Nilson's from us. ‘Also other friends
from us, and you are greeted from us all, In haste of
your brother,

Lars Johanson

Should mention that incase trees be sent they must De
sent to Cooperstown, Griggs Co., Dakota., I have heard
that the roads (rr) have been united but I know not if
it is true,
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TERRITORY OF DAKQOTA DISTRICT COURT
County of Griggs

And now, to-wit: At a Term of said Court now béing héld at
Cooperstown in and for the County of Griggs in said Territory,
upon the foregoing oath and affidavits, and upon further vroof
having made by the production of certificate that the said Lars
Johanson did before the Clerk of the District Court of Yellow
Medicine County, Minnesota, the same being a Court of Record,
having common law jurisdiction, mdke the requisite declaration
of his intention to become a Citiren of the United States, and
to renounce all other zullegiance as required by the laws of the
United States, ,

IT IS ORDERED BY THE COURT, That the said Lars Johanson
be, and he is hereby admitted tb6 be, a CITIZEN OF THE UNITED
STATES,

By the @ourt,
Signed WILLIAM H. FRANCIS
judge.
A true Record. Attest:

Signed JOHN A, JORGENSEN
clerk
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MRS. THEODORE F. KERR.

The death of Mrs. Theodore F. Kerr
will bring to the minds of many of the
pioneers of Griggs county the personal-
ity of a woman whose life was a living
embodiment of good will and kind-heart-
edness toward those with whom she
mingled without regard to age or sta-
tion.

Dr. and Mrs. Kerr were among the
first 1esidents of Cooperstown. Their
home wad & haven for many years, for
those who needed, in a new country, the
kind ministrations of a home, friends
and physician. Many are the recipients
who will gratefully testify to the un-
stinted hospitality, generosity and
friendliness of their ministrations in
those years.

“Auntie Kerr,” as she was lovingly
known by her friends, who are legion,
was a woman of the broadest human
sympathies, actuated by a deep and gen-
uine interest in her fellow beings, who—
though bearing her own deep afflictions
in the brave and noble spirit of silence,
was always ready to share the burdens
and trials of those who sought her coun-
sel, or to whom she could minister.
Many young mothers and home-makers
have called her blessed in recognition of
the helpful service she gave them both
in the care of their children and in the
domestic realm. Many indeed are those
whom she has ‘“helped to live happier,
healthier and saner” lives by means of
her “wise counsel and friendship.” One
of these, her friends, affirms ‘“her phil-
osophy of life and of deily living has
helped me over many a rough path,
and I am better for having known her.
A book, her last gift, ‘Thy Rod and Thy
Staff,” Benson, will always be one of my
dear possessions.”

‘While not so sure of just how life’s
greatest problems and its most vital
issued are to be solved, as theologians
are, yet she believed that the hand of the
supreme one, God, directs the affairs of
men and nations, and is leading the
world to the ultimate goal of a divine
purpose. Her rule of life was the faith-
ful performance of the every-day tasks,
with a willing spirit, as the service
wnich is the only reasonable part for
each individual to perform. Though she
may not have defined it so, she re-
garded life as an investment, an ad-
venture; a giving of the best one has in
a cheerful and unselfish service. The
keynote of her life was. usefulness—

service. Perhaps her finest and most
enduring characteristic was her genius
for friendship. She was the embodi-
ment of a true friend. She recognized
the diversity of personalities, and the
strength of her friendship was able to
equalize or dispose of any difference of
understanding or opinion which might
arise. She could close the door upon an
unruly difference and remain a true and
loyal friend still. The greatest achieve-
ment of her life was undoubtedly the
incomputable wealth embodied in hosts
of friends.

A devoted lover of books, her mind
was richly stored with the world’s best
thought and ideals, and she was always
eager to share the treasures of the best
literature with her friends. Her letters
never fail to mention the books of her
present reading, and to give discrimi-
nating comments upon them. Handicap-
ped by deaf ears, which she accepted
without complaint—almost cheerfully,
she was genuinely thankful for the priv-
ilege and enjoyment afforded by read-
ing. In writing of the possibilities open
to a reader in one of her latest letters,
she said: “If I were to select the choic-
est gift which fate has bestowed upon
me, it would be my liking for reading.”
Had she been asked for it this might
reosonably have been her parting mes-
sage to a world so sadly steeped in ma-
terialism and so far from the home of
the soul—the ideal, the sprirt.

Mrs. Kerr was keenly alive to all the
vital concerns with which the world is
struggling today in a death grip amid a
cataclysm of the nations.

Her mind had an international grasp,
and it clung to the highest and noblest
ideals for the world’s redemption from
the blight of exaggerated materialism
and the cruelty of its selfishness and
greed.

Those who knew her best, know, while
she did not long for death, that the sum-
mons came as a release from a life of
heroic endeavor to perform a true sol-
dier’s part.

Eliza Hill Kerr died in Portsmouth,
N. H, Sept. 12, 1917, seventy years of
age.

The writer knows no better tribute ta
lay upon her bier or to inscribe upon
her headstone, in the name of her mul-
titude of friends, than the fitting title—
“Kindheart.”

L. M. B. s '/ A
Cooperstown, N. D.
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"In Memoriam"

ggg. Theodore ¥, Kerr,

The death of Mrs. Theodore F. Kerr will bring te the minds of many of the
pioneers of Griggs County the personality of a women whose life was a living
embodiment of good will and kind-heartedness toward those with whom she mingled
without regard to age or station,

Dre and lrs. Kerr were among the first residents of Cooperstown. Their home
was & haven for many years, for those who needed, in a new country, the kind minis-
trations of a home, friends and physician, Many are the reeipients who will grate-
fully testify to the unstinted hospitality, generosity and friendliness of their
ministrations in those years.

"Auntie Kerr," as she was lovingly known by her friends, who are legion, was
a woman of the broadest humen sympethies, actuated by a deep and genuine interest
in her fellow beings, who== though bearing her own deep afflicticns in the brave and
noble spirit of silence, was always ready to share the burdens and trials of those
who sought her counsel, or tec whom she could minister. lany young mothers and home=
makers nave called her blessed in recognition of the helpful service she gave them
both in the ecare of their children and in the domestic realm., Many indeed are those
whom she has "helped to live happier, healthier and saner" lives by means of her
"wise counsel end friendship.™ One of these, her friends, affims "her philosophy
of life and of daily living has helped me over meny a rough path, and I am better
for having known her., A book, her last gift, 'Thy Rod and Thy Staff,' Benson, will
always be one of my dear possessions.” ‘

Thile not so sure of just how life's greatest problems and its most vital issued
are to be solved, as theologians are, yet she believed that the hand of the supreme
one, Yod, directs the affairs of men and nations, and is leading the world to the
ultimate goal of a divine purpese. Her rule of life was the faithful performance
of the every=-day tasks, with a willing spirit, as the service which is tho only
reascnable part for each individual to perform. Though she may not heve defined
1t so, she regarded life as an investment, an adventure; e giving of the best one
has in a cheerful and unselfish service. The keynote of her life was usefulnogse=
service. Perhaps hoer finest and most enduring characteristic was her genius for
frienship. She was the embodiment of & true friend. She recognized the diversity
of personalities, and the strength of her friendship was able to equalize or dispose
of any difference of understanding or opinion which might arise. She could elose
the door upon an unruly difference and remein & true and loyal friend still, The
greatest achievement of her life was undoubtedly the incomputable wealth embodied
in hosts of friends.

A devoted lover of books, her mind was richly stored with the world's best
thought and ideals,and she was always eager to share the treasures of the best liter=
ature with her friends, Her le*tters never fail o mention the books of her present
reading, and to give discriminating comments upon them. “andicapped by deaf ears,
which she accepted without complaint--almost cheerfully, she was genuinely thankful
for the privilege and enjoyment afforded by reading. In writing of the possibilities
open to & reader in ons of her latest letters, she said: "If I were to select the
choicest gift which fate has bestowed upon me, it would be my liking for mading."

Had she been asked for it this might reasomably have been her parting message to a
world so sadly steeped in materislism and so far from the home of the soul--the ideal,
the spirit, ;

Mrs. Kerr was keenly alive to all the vital concerns with which the world i
struggling today in a death grip amid a cataclysm of the nations, :

Her mind had an international grasp, and it clung to the highest and noblest
ideals for the world's redemplion from the blight of exaggerated materielism and the
eruelty of its selfishness and greed.

Those who knew her best, know, while she did not long for death, that the summons
came as a release from & life of herolc endeavor to perform & true soldier's part.

Elize Hill Kerr died in Portsmouth, N. H., Sept. 12, 1917, seventy years of age.

The writer knows no better tribute to lay upon her bier or to inscribe upon her
headstone,in the neme of her multitude of friends, than the fitting title-~"Kindheart."

L. M. B, (Mrﬂi Je No BI'M)
Cooperstown, N. D,
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HEQ. P. KERR, M. D. o '
) j
9'M1ﬂ [) ?%D‘I”

This gentleman is the pioneer physician and surgeon of Griggs county
and has bullt an extensive practice throughbut that region, and

1s widely known as an exemplary citizen and skillful practitioner.
He has resided in Cooperstown since the early days of its history
and has been liberal in rendering aid to all public projects. He

is intelligent and progressive and therefore popular as a physicilan
and social friend of his fellows. He has always labored for :
educational advancement and i1s one of the promoters of the schodl
systems of that region.

Qur subject was born near (Owosco Lake, in Bayuga county, New York, -
llay 29, 1846, and was the Tifth in a family of eleven ehilldren,
four sons and seven daughters, born to Alexander and Harriet
(Hammond) Kerr. His father was a native of New Jersy and wes
married in Cayuga county, New York.- A brother of our sub ject,

John F., was a soldier in the Civil war, enlisting during 1864, and
he was killed at Kinston, North Carollna, March 8, 1865, ‘

. Our subject remained in his native county until ten years of age,

when he removed with his parents to a farm near Ann Arber, Michlgans
He attended the city schools and graduated from the high school,
and then entered the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, where he
took a degree In literature and art. He then went to Californis angd
accepted the chair of teacher in Latin and mathematics in the
Military Academy at Oakland, which position he filled from 1869 to
1871, and during the next year he was principal of one of the
public schools of Buffale, New York. Here he began the study of
medicine in the office of Dr. Thomas Lothrop, a prominent physieilan
of that ecity, and then returned to Ann Arbor and took a course of
lectures, and afterward pursued his studies in the College of
Physicians and Surgeons in New York Gity and later in the Columbia
University, graduating in the medical class of 1874, He then began’
the .practice of his profession in Detroit, Miehigan, and continued
there until he went to North Dakota in the early '80s. He located

.In Cooperstown before the railroad was built through that locality

and experienced many hardships in the practice of his profession
through that county. On one occasion he traveled about twenty-five
miles to visit a sick man and upon his arrivel found him in 8

dying condlition in & sod hut, where Mr, Kerr was stormbound three
days. The patient died, and a young man, who was his partner, and
the Doctor were forced to stay with the corpse and subsist on

meager rations three days before the storm broke sufficlently for

the Doctor to return, and when he did he made the journey through

a foot of snow the entire distance. Such experiences are of the

past and Mr., Kerr now enjoys an extensive and remunerative patronage.

Cur subject wes married in Ann Arbor, Michigan, in 1874, Lo

Miss Zliza Hill, a native of Washtenaw county, that state, and a
daughter of Fitch and Martha Hill. MNrs. Kerr's father wss a farmer
and contractor and btuilder. Two children, both of whom are deceased,
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Kerr, named Kenneth and Theo. - Mr. Kerr
was the first superintendent of schools of Griggs county and held

the office until 1894, and he is one of the foremost men of the
county from an educational as well as professional view. &He has
always affiliated with the Republicanm party in political faith.
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Peterson Kindso, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Peterson Kindso was born
November 22, 1855 at Vermeland, Sweden. He spent all of his childhood
in Sweden. On October 4, 1878, he married Ellen Halvorson.

/ In 1880 with their son, Martin, they left for America. About two
weeks was spent in their jJjourney across the ocean.

They landed in New York and immediately left for the western part
of the country. They travelled by train and by covered wagon for about
two weeks until they came to Reneville, County, Minnesota. They lived
there for two years.

But North Dakota seemed to have more advantages. Land was cheaper,
the soil was better, Indians were friendlier, farming conditions were
better and as a whole the state seemed to be a much better one to make
a permanent home in, so they left Minnesota. They came to North Dakota
on June 24, 1882, where they settled in Griggs County.

Land was taken up under the Homestead Act and later they bought
more land so their property was enlarged from what it had Firset been.
They now have the land included in Section 24 in township of Washburn.

Their first house was a one room log cabin. Later, whén lumber was
introduced into the state, they bullt a two room house and then again a
large, more modern home.

The winters were very cold and as thelr only fuel was wood, they
would chop great piles of it every fall. There were many blizzards and
it was very dangerous for anyone to be alone on the prairies in winter
for a storm could come up most any time.

They did not suffer from prairie fires or floods. Once the Sheyenne
River overflowed its banks, but it was not enough to do any harm.

Portland was the nearest town where they could get supplies, so
every once in a while, all the settlers in that vicinity would go to-
gether to town. They went in wagons drawn by oxen. By all going to#
gether they were more safe from Indians and they could also have more

fun.

- Although there were a number of Indlans around there, they never
bothered the white people.

The nearest school was the one commonly called the Mardell school,
The first teacher was Sever Sermegaard. The nearest church was the
Swedish Hafva Lutheran Church. It was not yet founded when these ploneers
came to North Dakota but it came into existence later. The first preacher
was Rev. Cavellin. This church 1s still in existence today and is
located sbout eleven miles east of Cooperstown in Steele County.

The farm maghinery was very different from what it is today. The

plows had only one share; 1t was held up by a man walking behind it and
was pulled by one or two oxen. There were very few horses in the '
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community, oxen being used in their place.

Many times hailstorms destroyed their crops but more often they
were good.

Mr. and Mrs. Kindso had four children besides the one already
mentioned. They were Hilda, Minnie, Oscar and Effie. Hilda married
Albert Anderson, Minnie married Ernest Nelson, Oscar died a few hours
after birth, and Effie married John Anderson.

Martin died when he was twenty-seven years old. Mrs. Ernest Nelson
also died.

For some time Mr. Kindso had been suffering from high blood pressure
and on February 29, 1920 he died when & blood vessel burst. He was
buried with his two sons and daughter in the - cemetery of the Hafva
Lutheran Church.

Mrs. Kindso is still living with her youngest daughter and son-in-
law on the farm that she first came to.

The descendants of Mr. and Mrs. Kindso are:

Mrs. Albert Anderson, Mrs. Gust Olson, Floyd Olson, Edna Olson,
Ellard Olson, Elvira Anderson, Mabel Anderson, Inez Anderson, Arthur
Anderson, Stella Anderson, Clarence Anderson, all of Finley, North
Dekota. Mrs. Elmer Wendlick, Dorothy Wendlick, Kenneth Wendlick, all
of Luverne, North Dskota. Mrs. John Anderson, Helen Anderson, Eunice
Anderson, Walter Anderson, of Cooperstown, North Dgkota. Elsie Neleon,
Helen Nelson, Clarence Nelson, of Raub, North Dekota.



PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Jackob Kittelson

The names of the pioneer's parents were ¥r. and Mrs. Ole’
Kittelson. The name of the pioneer is Jackob Kittelson.

Mr. Kittelson was born November 2, 1835, three miles south
of Rushford, Yinnesota in Tilmore County. He left Minnesota
because of his parents. He went with his parents to North Dakota
and he does not know why his parents came here.

Some experiences that happened when he came from Vinnesota
with oxen. Tt was very cold. They stopped at Valley Qitv one
week then came up here. :

Mr. Xittelson came to North Dakota in the vear of 18792. He
took up land east of Fannaford. Afterwards he went back to Minne-
sota. When he came back another man claimed it and he had to give
it up. The location of the land which he to~k up was in %r=zenfield
township, range 52 W. ¥r. Xittelson's first house was made of sod.
At first they had to go way to Valley Citvy for provisions. After-
wards Fannaford was built and they could get some of their pro-
visions there. Some of his near neighbors were Jackob Olson, J. M.
Freer, and Vels Ostlund.

His early farm machinery and teams were a mower and a team of
oxen. All the rest of the work was done by hand. The crops raised
were mostly hard wheat. Fe had ten acres of it. It yvielded thirty
bushels per acre. The fuel they had was mostly wood from the Shevenne
River and at times they bought coal in Hannaford,.

Some experiences and hardships were: One winter thev had a
snowstorm that lasted a long time. They had neither coal or wood
to supply them through the storm. They burned three chairs to keep
warm. Then Yir. ¥ittelson took a sack and walked to Hannaford, had
it filled with coal and .he carried it way home in the snowstorn.
Another experience was when he visited Jackob Olson. A snowstorm.
began. He started for home and got lost. He came to a straw stack,
he went further on, walked and walked, till he reached the straw
plle again. This he did three times, the fourth time he reached
Jackob Olson. He stayed there the rest of the night and went home
the next day.

Another time he was at ¥. Xalvik's, one of his neighbors. This
time it was a dark night. He started for home and lost his way.
After he had walked a long time he came to a haystack. Here he
stopped and hollered and his wife came with a lantern and he walked
in the direction of the light.

He used to operate a separator of a threshing rig and he hardly
even slept in a barn or house. Sometimes he would sleep in a straw
stack and find himself covered with an inch of snow the next morning.
Sometimes he would sleep in a granary and separator.

He was married in 1897 to ¥iss Olson at GooperStown.‘

Mr. Kittelson's descendants are Edwin Kittleson, Hannaford,

N. Dak., John Kittelson, Cooperstown, ¥N. Dak., and ®mil Kitteleson,
Hannaford, N. Dak.

The present home of ¥r. ¥Xittelson is six miles east of Hannaford,

¥. Dak.

->-Ingvald Rood
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