


the oxen out ln the prAir le. I le then buil t  a sod stable ' ,rhiclr.  lne i tad
for  t t {o  or  t } r ree; iears.  The roof  r r ras inac le of  s lough hay covered.  r : , l i th
sod.  Mr '  Johnson : . ' rent  to  i : lope ani i  Coope.r 's tor rn for  1r . is  i : r "or r i  s ions-  i le
i : ' a - n  l -  : ' . r n < ' F l - r  f  n  " t -  n a  h ^ ^ ^ . . ^ ^  l ^ ^ ' . ^ - ^ " ^ - - L  

- * :  
^  - : ^ t - * : - : : * -  

j ' -  v  v  *

"ysrrL/  
l , rLrDU".J  t  o  . iJ6pe because cooper"s toTln \ " ie .s  not  very lar .1e and.  c1 ld not

aI 'veys irave al l" he wantec. :Jope was el-gi:teen rnl les arra;,r froin h:i .s Lrorne,
ancl he could not alrya.,rs come home the sene day. l le started. or_r_t v, l i th a
team of  oxen and a load of  oats  abc)ut  4  Orc loc lc  in  t i re  morn ing and ret r r rned"
a i rout  dark

Sotr te  of  the r l . ,+T no- i  ' : f1 fo61s r : rere;  l lenry Be,n is ,  g .  C.  Bu- t ler ,  $ .  l I
t i e l son ,  Gunc le r ; ; "  

- r ; ; u : ; -d l "  
i { a l vo rson ,  O le  l i o l kan ,  I t r u te .  I {age : ,  ; , i r s .

"{ inna . l ialvorsr:n aird C. C " Platt .

' I 'he f irst crop froze so he . lot onl;,- a fe,. ' ,r  l :r-rshefs of oats. i , , tr.
io i rnson a,nc l .  i r is  i l ro tSrer" - in- ]aw 5e1r3ht  a  b lnder l ' , r i r ich they usecl  together
and also a ,.lower ancl. rajre they boul;J"rt tire first irinder trrat Hain:lre: and.
!o"9 i  ,so ld 

j -n  Cooperstourn.  '1 ' : :e  
i : r ice of  the 'y , l :eat  ranSecl  f rorn 4O{ up

to 5Od per  bushel  ano oats  f rorn 1ty '  up to  23(  per  bush6L

The fuel that r, ' l r .  Johnson used. was wood. l i l i : ls ir .e got frorn the
She;renne Val le ; r .  l le  bou;ht  1 t  f ro in  the people l iv ing a long the r iver .
I ie  sawed c lo 'yn the t rees and.  hauled thern 1ro:ne in  the winter ' r i ren there
l , f ls -sn i t :nuch e lse to  do,  and then i :urned.  l t  up dr- r r ing t . t re  sumuler .

i ; iatr lr t imes t i ' re sito'"rstorins 'rere so bad. t irat t ire p-1-oneer could not
cc; : le  ar , . lD, r  f rar , t  h is  shant ; . ' ,  and he r res thot ' th t  to  be f rozen to  death by
l r t  a  nn- i  n l r l rnnq.  l ' lany t i " ; ,es t l . re  p ioneer  lost  t l -Le t rac l ' ;  or  road and drove
aroi-r"nd for hc.]f  t jre ni;;ht before l :re cr:r-r lcl f  ind ar' ;r h.onse .

One e Veni- i t3 ' , '7i1"t , , , i" .  JOlr:rSOn ancl ir . is sister rfere cOr,r: int froin torytr,
a  snor ' ' rs torn came 11p.  l l5-s  s is ter rs  p lnce r r /as a .n i le  and a quar ter  f rorn
his .  i le  too l r  h is  s : is ter"  l : lc , rc ,  i ru . t  the s tcr rn r , r r€rs  so ter r ib le  t1rat  l : .e  cou1d.
no t  co ; r to  to  h i s  i Lo -ne .  , i e  hac l  t o  s ta ; r  a t  i r i i s  s i s te r r s  p lace  fno rn 'Lhu rsday
evenin l ;  i rn t - i -1  Saturda;r  norn i -ng "

In  the  fa l l  o f  1891  ; r l r .  Johnso i r  had  the  bes t  c rop  he  eve r  ra i sed .
i)r-r-e to t l-re rain airf l  s.Lrorta6le c: l  f lrr l :slr i- : , i  r jrr:ci1ines, -re cou.lcl not Set i t
t l , tnesi 'red. In the late fal1 l :re stu.cLeri the ,, iraln with si-rol ' , /  on i-t" : t ' i :e
ne:c 'c  spr in ; :  befo i 'e  secc l in ; : ,  the ' ; ra i .n  vas thrcshed bu. t  due to  t . l re  i ; ra in
l:ei:r ' :  ' ' ret al lo rotter. i ,  he cl id- not get rni '-c--r out of j . t .  ' le scl.r: i  soj lre of
t l re  'nrheat  to  R.  C,  ' | , 'ooper  f  or  I1 i  a  br . rshel  and a, lso to  so l le  of  the neig i r -
bo rs  fo r  t he  s l t r i l € .1 : r l ce .  l l e  gave  a , r l&Y  so rne  o f  i t  and  used  the  res t  h in -
seLf ,  l t l l  that  sr - r - r ' tc r  he worked for ' , ' I .  ' 'o f .  Archer  to  pay t l re  threshing
b i } 1 .

At  one t ime " rhen. i i r .  Johnson carne f ro .n l Iope,  i re  Got  o l l t  in  a  hai - l -
uor- r1.  I ' ie  was abo" . : t  seven ,n i les f rorn t i re  nearest  t r .or , r -se.  . 'he l ra i ls i .ones

"rere le . r3er  tnan inarb les.  l l ls  hand,s l " rere sore for"  a ' lonz l  t i : : re  c lue to
t l : e  na i l s tones  h i t t j - n : :  so  ha rd .

. Johnson hadr lru-rnt do'.vn i-: :  the fal- l  of L894.
lr.e f ixed up and r.epai::ed. Ti:Lis i :ouse br:rned.
l: Ie haci no insurance on it  and not inuch riras
. The horrse ' ."ras as good as nn;rorle had at

tLrat  sene spr i : " ' r  to  r , l iss  ; ; iary  i l rosten.  TheJ

ai 'bne iroi;re of AnCre'v Brosten.

T'he f jLrst shant;r thrat , ; ir
T-la t l ien borrr. ' l -r t  a Ltoi,-se .rr l .r ichL V

c lovn in  the spr in ; ;  o f  19O5.
S a V e d .  S O  l f  v r n  a  c  - r a c *  l  o S S

tirat t lrne .

tr1r. Johnson vras narr"ied-
'rere :narrieci in ir iggs IJoi-: r. t ;r







pI0}]EER BIf lGit iP.-:y
J rn t  Johnson

T h e  n a n e  c f  t h e  p i o n e e r r s  f a t h e r  l v e s  J o h n
the  r . . i cnee r  i s  A rn t  Jb .nnson .  Fe  v { f i s  bo r : l  Janua
born  i n  lTo rysa r ' ,  t he  town  was  S tavan le r .

, rohnson .  ?he  nane  c f
r J '  3 4 ,  1 8 7 q .  9 e  r r e s

Fe  wen t  t o  A 'ne r i ce  beca r . r se  he  wan te r i  be t te r  so rk .  y re  ca fne  toI 'To r th  Dako ta  beca r : se  h i  - . l  l r o the r  was  he re .  , {€  s ta r ted  f ron  $ tavanger
t o  H u l l -  a n c  t h e r  e r o s s e d  E n - l a n ' j  b r r  t r a l n  t o  l _ i r r u r p o o i . - - ; e ; ; ; " ; ; . a " -
the At lant ic  Qcean tc  , t le . ' . t  r t ; t r ' l  in"" -n"  

" t " " r . ' - in" ' i i l t "  
i ' ro" r r  l le ,g  yorr

to  l l o r th  Dako ta  i n  t t r e  l - as t  o f  o , ra rch  189? .  l yhen  he  a r r i ved  i n  l l o r thla r ro ta  i t  r : es  cn i - y  p ra i r l e .  - . ' r e  
s ta . r t ec i  t o  o reak  r1p  the  l a ,nc i  v r i t h  t hewal l l ing p lor ' r .  l le  tbc l< : lp  school -  land f ro*r  the gor ' * rnnent .  The 1 i ;ndi s  i o c a t e d  i n  S v e r d r r _ r p  t o w n g ; : i * ,  r s n q e  D u .  T h e  f l r s t  h o n e  y r a s  a  f r a _ r eh3 r - ] se  '  I ' Te  r ren t  t o  l obpe rs to r rn  to  e t  h i  s  o rov i  s i ons .  ' { i  s  ne l shborse re  Tc r r re l  l i ' i gesaa ,  pe le r  v r -qe :ee ,  $ : ' , r g . , .  Lo , -e  an r r - i a r *  ro . .e .  

" " - ' "

The  ea r l y  c rcps  were  r , i r t r ea t  an r i  f l ex .  The  f l ax : r i e f -oe . *  t i  | r , s i e1s8n  acL 'e '  He  use ' " l  coa l  f o r  f r re l .  T ' re  l au led  i t  f r o ' * , r  boopers to l , rn .n i t h
a  v ;e i i cn  e r : - t  two  ho rses .

The  p ra i r i e  f i r es  v ! ' as  the  nos t  i npOr tan t  ha r , l sh ip .  l r e  o lOwea r c u n - ' '  t n e  o . r i i . j i n l s  t ' , : r  n  f  i r e  c , . : a k .
I re  wes ' ra r  i e I  t o  Ta le t ta  3e r . : re .  I { e  v res  na r r i ed  i n  i , , e1 .q7s -1 r  i n191 -c .  ?he  , i escend .an ts  o f  t he  p ion , :e r  exe  1 , "a r t i n  . r . ) i : ns : : r ,  A r th11 rJchnscn ,  f  dv , ; i n  Johnson ,  E  j  c rn  . r : hnson  ,  Bo ra f r i  " '  . l  .Tohnson  ,  01a  renceJ o h n s o n ,  1 ! _ i i ' " ' c r : ;  ; l o n n i c n ,  p n " r  L e o n a r d  J c n n s : n .

- -Ar thur  Johnscn

2 /
l- >:



The t-?ame of
ploneer ls Arnt
Norway, the town

Blography of Arnt Johnson
--Arthur Johnson

the ploneerrs father was John Johneon. The name of the
Johnson. He was born January 50, 1876. He was born ln

was Stavanger.

He went to Amerlce- because he wa,nted better work. He ca-me to North
Dakota because h1s brother was here. He started from Stavanger to l iul1
e.nd. then erossed. England. by traln to Llverpool. He crossed the Atlantlc
ocean to New York. Then he took the traln from New Yorh to North Dakota
1n the las-t of &Iarch, 1892. When he arrlved. ln North Dakota lt was only
pra1rle. Ee started. to breelc up the land. wlth the walklng plow. He tootr
up school l-e.nd. fron the government. The la.nd. 1s located. 1n Sverarup
townshlp,  range 58. The f l rst  home was a f rame house. I Ie went to Coopers-
town to get,  h1s provls ldng, Hls nelghbors are Torkel  Vlgesa.a_, Peter Vlg-
esaa, Swen Loge and. Lars Loge.

The early crops were wheat and flax. The flax yleld.ed. 16 bushels
an a,cre. He used. coal for fue1. He ha.uled 1t from Cooperstown wlth a
wagon and. two horses.

Th,e-pralrle flre was the most i lnporta-nt hard"shlp. He plowed a.round
the bu11d.lngs for a flre bree.k.

He was narrled. to Taletta Berge. He was marrled. ln Norway 1n 1910.
The d.escend.ants_of the ploneer are lulartln Johnson, Arthur Johnson, Edwln
Johnson, BJorn Johnson, Borgh11d. Johnson, Clarence Johnson, Cl1fford.
Johnson, and Leona.rd Johnson.





Bl0sraphv " f_:il*1"3:;::""

fhe pa.rents of the ploneer are John and. Karl Engen. Tbe ploneerrs
name ls Ben Johnson. I Ie was born 1n 1867 on the f l rst  of  December ln
Allamafcee County, Iowa, near Dekorah.

_ -The ploneer left h1s former horse beca-use of the chlncli bugs wli ich
n_s.d d.estroyed. thelr crops for s€vBri:.!. t"efl",s . ' , ' l l" i*i: they left ifrey sold
thelr land for thlrteen- d.o11are per acre, and 1t would. have been worth
$3oO tod"aI. Ben Johnson came tb tqorth Dal<ota lnstead of any other state
because there were f ree homestee.d.s to be gotten.

When Ben Johnson was comlng to thls state he had. rnany hard.shlps to
endure.  One thlng was that they re.n short  of  suppl les so the plonlerrs
father had- to -go lnto Fa.rgo and get some thlngs 

-oirt 
ne could nbt get back

!lt*t n_lght and so Ben Johnson a.na hts brother*d.ld not know where io put
themselves so they cra,wled upstalrs ln a barn.  f t  was real  eold. .  Tire
pollce had" notlced. them go upstalrs and. he we.s searchlng for thern but
they were very qulet  and. afrald /  so they lay qul te st f f l ,  and he d. ldnrt
f lnd them. They traveled 1n 1umber wagon up-here.

Ben Johnson came to North Da.kota, that 1s to Fa,rgo, on the poth of
4nrr f ,  1881, and. up to th ls part  of  the eountry on th6 2oth of  June, lgg1.
The reason Ben Johnson eoula not get here before was because of  the grea.t
f lood- eaused. by the Red. Rlver. T[e water was up to the front street of
Fargo so he stayed. d.own there wlth reLatlves untl l 1t went down to normal
s1zg.  a"ga ln .

When Ben Johnson v{as up here the fleq!. IpX _years the mosqultoes were
e' great pest. They wouId" have to :na-ke ̂-ff i6 get them away. Mr. John-
son sa.ld that he would. usually take a b1g Egll+q_grong 1f he lorng away
a.nd" set_lt rlght - 1n the wagon box and. ma[e 'gffiSflt 

so as td relp them
away. The nosqul toes were Just as bad, to the anlmals as they rrsere to the
people- A 11tt le whl le laten most of  them dlsa.ppeared..  The-nearest
town at that t lme was Valley C1ty, Mr. Johnson usually went there once
a year and lt Ya1- a long d-lstance when he used. oxen. fhat same sprlng
he got short  of  f lour,  cof fee,  sugarr  ef ld tobaeco. Ear l i  t [ ; . t - "p '"1"g
he-had to go to Val ley Cl ty agaln*and l t  oook e.  whole webk to maLe the
!Ifp. There c&me a large snowsdorm a.nd- Iulr. Johnson ha.d. to stay out 1n
the gtorln one nlgh.t. Th,ere was also another party that frappenba to have
a load of lumber that got eaught. 1n the snowstorro. ?hey bii-rned the
l-umber so as to keep warrn and-to 'keep al lve.

Wfien &1r. Johnson was here the flrst years there was government 1and.
he sett led" d.own on. Ee had" to go to Val ley Cl ty to f1 le i  pet l t lon for
honestead ' Mr. Johnson l1ves 1n lTashburn Townsh1p number 1+6 and. Range
5 8 .

The flrst home Mr. Johnson had 1n thls state was sort of a dugout.
It v'raa bul1t 1n a h111 and. had. a sorf of roof extend.lng outward. ffrey
had- one room whlch wa,s not very 1arge. Here they ha.d {o both sleep and.
d-o thelr  cooklng. There was also another l l t t le room ln whleh they kept
the thlngs cooked. 1n . The whole room was whlte washed..

I
I

I
I

t 1

L,lr. Johnson had to go to Valley Ulty for provlslons as f have men_
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t loned.. It was the closest town, It took about a week and often had
very hard. t lnes gettlng there and eomlng home agaln.

fhe nanes of  n i r .  Johnsonts nearest  nelghbors were Arney Arneson,
;rr. Selm, Ole BJugstad., John Qualey, and 0nnund. Slel-son 0phe1m.

&ir. Johnsonrs early farm ma.chlnery were the cre-d"le, f1a.11 and- walklng
plow then whlch took a great deaL of  t1me. fnstead of  the cradle now he
uses a blnd,er. The crad"le would. d"o very slow and. poor worh. The fIall
was used. then for threshlng machlne. A l ltt le later they had- the threeir-
1ng machlne a,nd. power was gotten by uslng horses a.nd. they had to keep
on golng ln a clrcle. It wa.s very hard- work for the horses. [ lr. Johnson
d.1d not use oxen very much because Just a l1t t le whl le af ter  he came he
$ot  horses .

n1r.  Johnson had. qul te good euccess wlth hls erops. The seed.s whlch
he usual ly seeded. were wheat,  oats,  bar ley,  and. rye.  fn wheat [ l r .  John-
sonrs f le ld.s would" y le ld up to 45 bushels to the acre.  The other crops
also would. be good.. The market prlces were not so very hlgh at that 

-

t lme but there was such an abund.ance of lt they cou1d. urake-pretty good,.

The fuel that Mr. Johnson used ln early d"ays was srood.. He had qulte
? Sooa space of  t rees and therefore had usua. l ly  p lenty of  wood. for  the
flre so as to keep tha"t golng.

There were some pralrle flres but these d.1d not bother very much
because of the Sheyenhe Rlver. There were qulte bad. snowstorms. one
year there were great b1g snowstorns ln May. Mr. Johnson sald. they would.
not be very harnfuL but the worst was to come from the houee to thb barn.

Mr. Johnson was marrled to Ingre Surlna Mld.stokke on the ?th of
Janua.ry, 1909, &t, sharon, N. Dak. Mr. Johnson has three glrt s whose
names are Cora, Gladys, Inga. Cora le 1b, Gladys 1s g,  Inga 1s 19. I Ie
also had a boy who d.led. wben four yeat's old.

flhe present hone of Mr. Johnson ls 9 ml]-ee northeast of Cooperstowf,
ln lflashburn Townshlp number 146, Range b8, Seotlon ]-p.



FIqJ{EEF BIO+RAPFY
: - :en  Johnson

The  pa ren ts  c f  t he  p i cnee r  a re  i o l rn  an ' I "  " t {a r i  En r . , en .  Tne  n ioneer rs
nane  i s  Ben  Johnson .  I l e  was  bo rn  i n  185?  on  tne  f i r s t  o f  Dece rnber  i n
Al lana.kee Cou.nt i r ,  Io .ua,  near  lecora-h

The  p ioneer  l e f t  h i s  f c rne r  home because  o f  t he  ch rnch  b r :gs  w i : i cn
had  des t ro l red  tne i  r  c rops  f  o r  seve ra l  yea rs .  . ; nen  tne l r  1e f  t  t he l '  so l_d .
t l i e i r  l and  fo : r :  t h i i t een  do11ars  pe r  ec re ,  and  i t  wou ld  have  been  r vo r th
, -1gOO tod.ay.  Ben Johnson ca ' 'ne to  l lor th  Da' l ro ta insteed of  any other
s t a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e r e  f r e e  h o : l e s t e a C s  t c  b e  g c t t e n .

i r lhen tsen Jornson v/es cominp;  to  th is  s tate he hed-  rnanl r  harc lsh ips
to en.c- ' , r re .  One th ing r ' ' ras that  t te . '  Te: :  snor t  o f  sunpl ies so the
1 . ' i onee r r  s  f a the r  had  to  go  i n to  Fa rgo  and  $e t  some th ing ;s  b r r t  he  co . : l - d
not  get  bac l< that  n ight  end so Ben Johnson and"  h i  s  brother  r l id  not  know'r . rhere to  put  theaselves so they crat ' i led upsta i rs  in  a bern.  f t  r " ra ,s
rea l  co ld .  The  po l i ce  had  no t i ce i i  t he " ' r  go  r rps f , s i3g  anc l  he  v ras  sea , r ch -
1ng  ro r  t he ' l ' L r r r t  t h ' - y  i ce re  ve r : /  q r r i e t  an r -1  e " f ra lC -  sc  thev  1ay  q r : - i t e
s t i 1 l ,  a n d  h e  r l t d n t t  f i n d  t f e m .  T h e y  t r a v e l e d  i n  l u m l r e r  w a g o n  u o  h e r e .

Ben Jot rnson ca"ne to  }Tcr th Dal rota,  that  j  s  to  Fe.rgo,  o i l  the ?, ( )  o f
A p r i l  1 4 c 1 ,  a n d  r r . p  t o  t ' i s  p a r t  o f  t t r e  c o r l n t v  o n  t h e  2 a  o f  J r r n e ,  1 B r J 1 .
The  rea ,son  Ben  Johnson  co r r l d  no t  r ye t  he re  be fo re ' f t r as  beca .use  o f  t he
q r ? p t  f l o o d  c a . r r s e d .  b J ' t h e  R e d  R i v e r .  ? h e  w a . t e r  w a s  u p  t o  t h e  f r o n t
s t ree t  : l f  Fa rgo  so  i t e  s ta l reC  ' l own  the r :e  w i th  re la t i ves  un t i l  i t  wen t
down  to  no r ra . l  s i ze  aEa in' . ?hen  

Ben  Johnscn  wa ,s  l tD  he re  the  f l r s t  f s rn  yea rs  the  rosq ' r i t oes
'vere a great  pest .  They wor i ld  have to  ma.r re a f i re  to  ie t  t i :e , l r .  nr?s1r .n , i r .  J o h n s o n  s a i d  t h a t  l : e  w o r - : . l d  u s . r a l l y  t a k e  a ' b i r  k e t t ! . e  a l o n g  i f  h e
w a a  g o i n g  a w a y  a n d  s e t  i t  r i g h t  i n  t h e ' , v a g o n  b o x  a n c l " n a k e  f t r e ' n  i t
so  as  to  teep  the " r i  awa l r .  The  mosqr r i t oes  were ' l r . r s t  as  bad  to  tne  an l - , ra l_s
a , s  t h e l '  w e r e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  A  1 i t t 1 e  w h r l e  l a t e r r c s t  o f  t h e n  C i s a -
ppea . red .  The  nea , res t  t ov rn  a t  t ha t  t l ne  wa .s  Va l l ey  C i t y .  l 1 i r .  Johnscn
usua111r  wen t  t he re  once  a  l ree r  anc1 .  i t  i ' r as  a .  l ons  c l i s tance  when  he  r r sed
oxen .  Tha t  sa ' r i e  s r , r i nE  he  ;o t  sho : : t  o f  f  1o r : - r ,  co f  f  ee ,  suga r ,  a .nd  tobacco .
Ear l1 '  t ha t  so r l . ng  he  had  to  Eo  to  Va1 le . r  C i t l r  aga in  and  i t  t ook  a
uho le  v reb ]c  to  make  the  t r i p .  T . :e re  ea 'ne  a  l a rge  s r ro rvs tc r t r  and  l i r .
J o h n S c D  h i : r d  t o  s t a - v  o u t  i n  t h .  s t o r " n  o n e  n i g h t .  T h e r e  w a s . a l s o  a n r t h e r
pa r t y  t ha t  happene , !  t o  i : a "ve  a  l oaC o f  l unOer  t l : e r t : : o t  ca r r sh t  i n  t he
snoYrs to r :n .  Thq 'bu rnec  the  l r . rmber  so  as  to  l r eep  we in  ann  i o  keep  a l i ve .

l , " rhen  l 1 r .  Johnscn  was  he re  the  f i r s t  yea rs  the re  l ?as  gg l ra rnnen t
- r r - d  h e  s e t t l e d  d o ' , , : n  o n .  ' i e  t r a d  t o  g c  t o  V a l l e y  C i t y  t o  f i l e  a
pe t i t i on  fo r  ho* tes tead . .  I , l i r .  Johnscn  l i ves  i n  l I Jashb : r rn  Tov rnsh in -  r . r t , , t be r
1 4 9  a n d  r B n a e  S g .

The  f i r s t  ho :ne  r ' , 1 r .  Johnscn  heC in  th i s  s ta te  was  so r t  c f  a  cL rg -
ou t .  r i  was  b ' : i l t  i n  a  h i l l  a ,nc  had  a  so r t  o f  roo f  ex ten r l i nq  o r , r tw i rd .
The , r  had  one  roon  wh ich  was  nc t  ve ry  l a rge .  t se re  t t ev  had  to  oo tn
s l e e p  a n d  d o  t h e i r  c o o k r n ; T .  T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  a n o t h e r  l i t t l e  r o o n  i n  w h i c h
the : r  ke i r t  t he  th 'ngs  they  cooked  in .  The  i vho le  roo r  was  wh i te  washed" .

,1 , I r .  Johnscn  had  to  so  to  Ve11-sy  C i t y  f o r  p rov . i  s i ons  a .s  T  have
ren t : "onec i . .  f  t  was  the  c loses t  t o rvn .  I t  t ook  abo r : t  a  wee- i :  and  o f  t en
had ver1, '  hard t lnes get- - i i .ne there and co"n ing f :or re again.

T h e  n a m e s  o f  ] r r .  J o h n s o n t s  n e a r e s t  n e i g h b o r s  w e r e  A r n e S r  A r n e s o n ,
l1 r .  se i  m ,  o1e  B , i t : gs tad ,  John  4 r ra le r r ,  and  f lmund  l \Te l son  l phe in .

l " r .  J o h n s o n t s  e a r l y  f e r r  " n e c h i n e r v  H e r e  t h e  c r e r l " l e r  f l a i 1 ,  a n d .
wa lk lng  n lo r i ' r -  Tns tead  o f  t he  p l c l s  he  ha .s  n l r v  he  r - r se r l  - i : e ;a l k ina :  i : l ow

)". -
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Ben Johnson (contrn ' . : .e , i  )

t he r  r ' r h i ch  tock  e  g rea t  dea , l  o f  t i r r re .  I ns tea ,d  c f  t he  c radLe  r r . cw  he
1 jses  a  b l -nc le r .  The  c raC le , , r c t : - r ,C  d .O  ve r t r  s l o ' : i  and  nOOr  wOrk .  The
f l a i 1  r s e . s , l s e C  t h e n  i o r t h r e s h i n s  r n a c h i n e .  A  l i t t l e  l a t e r  t r t e : /  h e r l
t hg  th resh i .ng : rach ine  and  po l ve r  wes  go t ten  b i , r  us ing  ho rses  anC tney
ha .d  to  r ' . - eep  cn  go ing  i n  a  c i l c l e .  T t  v ras  ve i y  ha rd  work  fo r  t i r e  h : r ses .
l : r .  Johnscn  C id  nc t  1 rs?  oxe r l  ve r - v  .n r - r ch  oeca , i r se  j r - r - s t  a  1 i t t 1e  r r yh1 t  e
a f  t e r  h e  c a r n e  h e  g c t  h o r s e s .

] i r .  Jonnson  hac l  q r : i t e  good .  s r l ccess  w i th  h i  s  c rc1 ;s .  Tne  seed*q
v th i c l  l : e  ' : . sna I . l . J . '  seeded  L . j e r ' : .  - ' ^? r t ,  o f i t s ,  ba r Ie l ' ,  and  r J ' e .  f n  , ' ; h ta t
l l r .  J o n n s c n t s  f i e l d s  r n i o i : l C  . . r i 6 1 C  ' : p  t o  3 5  b , r s h e l s  t o  t . b e  a c r e .  T h e

lli;"J"?15*'tilu"i,iiurl3,E",3*; J:,? ::';31,"5I1::-"11";? ?;:",*:"Xi;.'
rna l :e  p re t t l r  l , o ' cd .

' I he  f r t e l  i na t  " I r .  Johnson  useC i . n  ea r l - r r  da l r s  was  wood" .  l l e  had
qr i i t e  a .  good  spece  c f  t r ees  a . r r l -  t t e re j ' c : re  n { rd  r1s i r16 } f1 r  p len ty  o f  wooc l
f o r  t h e  f i r e  s o  a s  t o  k e e p  a - r o i n ; .

T l i e re  t Je le  So l1e  p : ra i r i e  f i r es  i : u - t  t hese  d . i d  nc t  bo the r  ve r \ r  nuch
beca t t  se  o f  t he  Sher renne  R ive r .  ?he re  were  q ' - r . i  t e  bad .  s . -o r rg to rmg .  nne
J,rear  there r . :ere j re i :  t  i l i : '  s ror ' " 's tcr" ls  - i .n  l "a- l ' . -  l ' r .  Johnsc ' "  sa j  d  the, ,
t ' rO t r l - d  no t  be  ve rJ r  nn " l f r : . 1  b , r t  t he  w , r r s t  was  t c  co ' - i e  f ron  t l e  nC l l se  tC
t h e  b a r n

I / i r .  Jonnsor ivas nar : ie : - l  to  rngre s ' . ' r ina i l r1 , i .g to- ] r r re  on the ? af
J a n r i a r l r ,  1 9 o g  a t  S h a r , r : ] ,  r r .  D a r r .  

' , i r .  J o h n g c n  h a s  t h : r : e e  g l r l s  w h c s e
n8 '1es  aTe  COre . ,  S laC . : "S r  and  rnga  .  COte  i , g  l - 5 ,  G" !_ec l . , r s  j  s  9 ,  nnd  f rga .
i s  13 .  ue  a l so  i : n r i  a .  bo r , 'whc  r i i _eC Brhen .  f o " : . r  J rea rs  c1d

T h e  o r e g e n t  h o r r e  o f  ' r r .  J o h n s ' r n  1 s ' r  n i . 1 e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  0 o o p e r s t o r n
in lTa Shb' t r r r .  f ,or r .m qhi  n  nr l r rhg l '  14q,  n-an1e 58 ,  Seet iOn ] -Z.

- - f nga  Johnscn





El * . i f ! i ! : : t t * I *$S"&S} *Y  r  A  a .2 .  
' ,

*sn oluhne*n L"- ^Q, rht- S*{-,^*r"l' 3sR ishnscn 
ry etr7*a'**'t't' - /

4( I 'he prrente or bne. l t lane*r : : re J 'ohn Fn( j  Karf '  . , : rut* [ .  i .  T,ou.plorrgqrr  s'R;3t*s ls *en,lshrt**n. ilc nps* i:*rn ift ls$it? s.n tir# ftrrst ng-il*gs*b*r ln
Ali*.lags*s i ls!*nty, Iowr*, f lgs.tr,Jskar&":l.

"rtfq* pioris*3 .tr*ft hit* forasr i:ot{re 'bec*{}r*e 
or' r ir*'cri ine.i.r tuuitis whl,ah hafr

*:e*t:reyert t lrelr *r*px f*r sevar$1 veerr*" i,virt ifr 'Lhey. lef t-.{frFg *otrr t}r*ir
lnnd f*r- th l r teen r i* l l i r rs is€r ecr#r #{t- ' l  l t  wCIuJ.d i rs.rc beenl t ryortA ; i .80f i

_ t*€i ' iy" 'FQfl,,)ohn,qe:l i '  *qnie t{, ;$,3rt}r Bi;k":l im ingts*rI of f ir i.V *tjrsr *tg:te b€*
/c r iusg f i rere wer ' {J  f res i roruestepr l , *  co be r .oNtqr .n.' ' , I- icn !*:rr .r?rln*ou w&.s cnrnirg i* f?: ie *fp-ie trn irtrt i  runriy hprd.ghipe io s$*
' ' i i l tre. '  :rrrc t i : in.5. vrf i ,11 trt ish t, lrey f,sn si lort ni 6uftf i l tes so th* pi,:ng*trtfr
i ; ,  t  . : r r  i rq4 tc  r :0  in i ; :  i  s l 'gc s&i t  * .4*  i  B( t . r i$  t , i :  Lng o i_ i r t t  I re  o 'Oul i l l  not  : : .e t
bnck"t i t ; i t  nl; ; ir t  i : i1ir i-  r,ery Srn,.I*nnssn q,nri ' i r i ,ur prrt l ier dtd r irrt  know lr irsre. to
pt . r t  t i i ry , l rse lv i fs  *s  t t rey ercw. le i  up*1. : t re  i r r  n  unrn,  l t  * * ,s  ieqf  *o l "d, '
T ' r le  i lc l t rc€ hai r {  r r0b lged. t t rern F i ' )  upste l fs  *nr l  hr*  wg*r  eee.r r ; r t i r r , *  . l "o f  the*
, ]?1 ! r , * {  wi re very c l t r ie t  : r r i r } . ' f t f re t rJ  $s f i re , r  im' r  qu i , te  et tL l i  * ,n i l  , i re

. : ' t r ln j t ,  r lnr i  l ; i : tg{1,  ' fhey t fnveLed i r i  .Lr" t rn ] : ie t r  $F*,?n uF hr} fe ,'a tet t . f  or rne r ; r  c#, r is  t$  l i * r t i r  i lp ,k . r tsr , ,  i i rn t  ie  to  f  i l r iqc l  nn t i r *  f i i l t i r  o f
: r : r , 11  I  l l j i l t ,  r : l " i i  L t ; . )  f , *  i l i n , i : e r i _ r : l f l '  t l r *  c *un t r y - , rn  t i r - *  , ? , l t , i , t f  J t i r ro ,

,  l$$ l '  f i tg  r '? .4, i t l r t  i l *n . Iohr leon cdui r t  n ; . rb  j * t  i rere ue: i " * . : : *  wsLs"bgci iuse-of ,
t i r *  o , ' r€st  f lonr i  cnueed i . ,y  ths i i * r i  r i lysr , .  T l re  w&tr i : r  Hss u; )  ta  th*  f ront ,
n t reet  o f  !n . r i " :c  s i t ,  ; re  s i r .n /pr i  dgrn t i r * f ,0 ' , '  qry t t i r  . re le , t , lvee , r , r t i l  r I  s€nt

' .*. loi ' ;rr to nor:as,l  r; i l rw agj*iu.' {nen 
} }en ' . ls j ,n : } { ln  , / i ; } i  u tJ  t r€r .e  - " i le  t l re l ,  fer  yer t r *  f i r r '  $ t )Bel . t i toes . , /Jete a

l r : f ts : :11 pent .  ?r t l * i r  w, tu l r i  r t * rvs to  t i r , i {d  *  t . t re  to  4eh thr i r * , * r rsry ,  Hr"  Jghn: .
soru t+l 'r . t  lui i t  rrr!  ryoi; i , !  ue'u;i11y '8eke f i  i" i i i r ,  krl t , t1.* a.}or,r1 i f  rr i t  'wsn ,1olqft
l " ay  I i n ' J - t i f i L  . r t  - r i , . '  r l  i r r  t l r e  wn i l on  b tx  pn r i  " *ake  f t re  l i l ' i L  * l c  e *  i o  0
Ke$r l  I i -1e i r i  A" t ] "  i i ie  . r toe{ j ' r r11;o* lp  , . ryere-  ju t t  r r "n  bp; '?  i f }  t i te  * r i i rn* . }$  &6 }h$f- Fer* Uil  t ,  r ' , f i  lgopls. A 1i ' t  t l t  :n: i :1le l :r t , . lr  noErt + i i  trrter* r:t  igr:.pr:ear.ecl.
lh* nf a,fui i l  ! ,  r: ,"fwn ",, ' [  t ] i : , f ,  t i . : i* iFft$ 'Vnlley 

t i ty, i i i . . ]c ,Iclhi i*On USu$,l iy
w* r r t  t qe re  ong*  r  ys f i i l rRc  i b  8s .s .a  t ron ' i  r i , Ln tpnce  * i r8 r1  f i *  u$€d  oxen .
Tiis L ss:r;$ s;: ir . , ,  j le SOt *l i l i r .rt  rt  f  i ' fur n t.nffee I $di;.s1"r f i i i r t  tOb,eCOOr ., r r l * r ly '  thr  b  € i , t i l t r i i  i re  h i td  bo *o to  Yl i i t * ) r  d i ty"ngal i r  * inr j  1 t  t ,Ogk d. .  s i lo lc
t+ ' * t k  i - r , . { t 1  r t c  t ' i g  l r i i ] .  , l l j i e t , e  * l , sS  r r  1 : , r i 1 *  r : n r : v , t n t * f t n , r ; rd ,d f ,  JOh f rg r *g
i rn , j  1 , . .1  s t i , . i ; )1"1t  in  t i l l : l  s tD:rd;  c l r :e  n i { l l i ,  I 'her ,e  r r ; , i *  * r i r ro  arrc t i rcr . ,_r . . r t f
thi i  i r ;r, : ;or.r*r l  tcl ;"rr*y6 n l , f lrd of lumber bi i*t p.,t : t  or*"u.:r.?rt ln tns griCI,{gtorn,

-t'be;r i:trrtl;ili t?tc3 lurgbc-f *rj ,r:ri tt lrr*er? wtili'r *.irrj- to kser:' i.ilve ,'*1'v-11t3U "' lr ' .  .Jt irrugorr. n&s l ' :et* Lrr,-:  . l l l r* 'b y*Erf i  tb*r., .1 t ' i rJ5 *,,*vcrtr i t : frsIt 1: lr i t  hc
: r e t t l e d  j l w , . :  $ n .  l t €  i i a . d  t o : i ' r  t r J  f e l l e y .  * t t v  i ; o  f X l ;  s . p e t i . t i . r r i  ; a r
hengete*d, Yr. ,Jnhr:gryn l. trrne, ln "relstrburl T,:,nrn*i: lp nU,xbeyI*i eir; ;J *i t tgC

a t ' he  f  l r e t  no . l re  : . I .  J i : nc$o i l  , i * ;  d  f  l r  t h lq  * ta te  e r { xF  $ox t  c f  
' * .  

r i ug rou t .  I t
w* .*  but lb  i r i  i r  i , r l l l .  i r i id . r rn , : i  r  s$r i  * f  

' r i lo f  
extenr i iny out** rd.*  l * *9 l rsd

.* r "*  r * f :n  : .s1 i f  - r  : : '1*  r r t f  vety  1" , r$9,  r - lere th* . i r  h*C,  to  br : th  c ] .e ' * ,1  $: ,e !  6*
Nh*1r  csck l : ' ; ' r '  There r is .n  o l "g.*  * , " rs ther  l t t t le  ro$ i i t  i ; r  : r  j r lc t  $ney i rcpt
t i t *  ? l , l * i ; ;s  t t * ,v  *+,*k*C l .n .  Tne . r i :+ l  g '  r?O6t  .ss. r i  wht tA laraphgd"

d l lr .  J*i:ns#n ; ind ! i '  , , !o t, :  i#rl . ir :y Slty for ,sy{svlr lsyl*. , .e I hrve "ner*?iclnad.
, 1i:  r i-1'r th* t l l :eeet 0sxn. It  t ,*3k nberut r, -seek $.: i i .d bftef i  h:r l  very irnrcl

_l. i*r** d* l i .1nr,. th*rs g,,; i  sg;tr__ri. l", , f  h*m* *g;uln.-
{ ' : ' i r? n*:t jef i  ' : t  t ' r ,  J*hn* $r r: neere*t nei.thiror$ Fer* &rD*y Arneson|ur.

{e i " r ,  l le  i ' , . iu l * ts t l  ,  ,J thn l " r r r , , l ,eyr  o f , rc , {  Dsrr f i r r l  Hglsr t r  Optre ln.4{r .  Johns+r ; r*  e , : r ly  t ls r r t  *ac i r la*ry  w€re-  th*  er* i . r f ler :  f l - * lL ,  er i { i  pe lk l ry
p ls t r .  J : : * ts i . ; l  * f  hh*  p l* i r *  hs h* .s  f is"y  h*  u*e<l  the-w*}ktnf1 3:1.*x  t$sg
tg i :1ch.  f :c ' :<  t .  i i r *s t  d*s l  o l ' "  i lx ;e"  Inmtr 's*  og t? le  crnr3 l*  r r * . r , " r re  u*{s  &
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I Proi\TE- ri Broai.AplryI  I  
r  J v l i r r "  r r  u J \ J l r l l ' c " t 1 1 r

,3f i t1. and. l j l rs. Lars.Johnson, vrho now resi_d.e in Sverd.rup \
TovrnBtrirp, ?rer.e both born Ln $weden.. Lars Johnson isho was then
knrrwn as Lars Johanson $/as boyn on the 14th of January, L842,
in Dufved, are, Jamtland, Sweden. II ls parents were bir. John
Larson s"nd Mrs.  Br l ta  Nelson Larson.  He was the seccn, : i  son ln
a familrr of ihrer: boys and one g1rl-.  Mrs. Johanson vras knor,ryn
in i ' : .e : -  g i r lhocc i  days as Ingeborg Nelson.  l ier  parents were l r le ls
Olauson anc '" lertrude Lalander L\lausi:,n. $he vras born on the
19th of  * rpr i I ,  1 tJ4?,  in  Wlk,  aro,  Jarr i t lanc l ,  $weden.  She vras
thc  o ldes i :  ch i l d : i n  a  fa rn i l y  o f  i ; h rcc  bovs  anc i_  f i ve  g l r l s .  L { r .
Lars Joh*-nsr.;n and- Tngeborg l, lelson rrere rnarried- on the thlrd af
Ju ly ,  18 '70,  in  Are Church near  Dufvei l ,  Jamt land,  Srved.en,

In a8?2, after the o1r-i  hone of , j ,a: 's Joi:ansonrs frarents
haC 

' i ; . , , ' , ' ' '1 t  
so ld to  the i r  o ldest  son,  Mr.  . fohanson d-ec idec l -  to  sa i l

fo l ' . . , ln l r ies.  0n the 9th of  F1ay,  Lars Johanson ancl  h ls  v+ i fe  and
thel r  in f r :n t  daugtr ter ,  Br i ta  El izabeth,  c iectded i ;o  go to  l$ inne-
sota to  seek a nev/  home.  Thel r  came to Grr ,nLte Fal ls ,  Chlppevra
County,  I , { lnnesota,  be;cause } , { r .  Johansonts youngest  brot } rer  had.
come there t l ' ro years bef'ore ancl had alread-1; 

' l rought 
a farm. The

Johansonl s l lvr,rr j  1;here (-)n a ' i i re-empt j .on for nine yea.r.s but be-
cause of '  c rop fa i lures,  r } re  to  thrc ,e ) rears of  grassho,- ' . ,o ls  anc l
t l r ough t ,  t hey  wc re  ob l i j ed  to  1eave .  On  a  p re -emnt lon  peop le
vlere given the rlght to 1iv*. unti l  rh.e1r coulo homesteerd. the
land,  but  s lncc i t  wss lmnossib le  to  l ive there because of '  c rL-c
f : i i l u re  they  we t .e  gz i ven  pe rm ls : , i on  by  the  g r : ve rnnen t  t o  l eave
and go elst: 'r .rhere to mal<e iheir l iving and take a homestead lf
they v.r ished..

I 'r-rr ' .  Mattf ievr David.son, a Clvi l- vrar veter"an s.nci a neighbor
o f ' t h l  Johansonrs ,  had  gone  t l  i n rha t  i s  nov r  Gr tggs  Coun ty  a
ccu : l e  o f  t i ea j . s  be fo re .  The  Johanson ts  the re fo re  dee lc ied  to
go to  Dakota.  They bui l t  & c : , rered.  v /agon b;J  nal l lng v , rooc ien
r ibs to  the to- :  o f  the vragon box and covered these,  f i rs t  vr i th
unbleached sheet ing,  then o i lc lo th to  make f  i ,  v rat ,crproof  .  In-
to  th l s  t hey  l oaded  a l l  t he  househo ld  goods ,  cons i s t l ng  ch ie f -
- ; r  o f  bc ' c lo thes ,  s tove ,  a  few  k l t chen  u tens i l so  anc l  l he l r  im-
migrant  t runk f i l led - i r i th  c lo thes for  tLremselves ancl  three
chi lc i r "en,  Br i . ia  E l lza l re th,  Ni -cko1aus,  and Margareta.  They a lso
haC i ) r ( . v l s i ons  w i th  them fo r  t he  j o " r .ne ; ' ,  such  as ,  " knacke l r
i :reaci, drled beef , hornemade sun-rner sausag:el.,  smokecr ham, and.
so for t l ' r .  They a lso had one-hal f  dozen hens,  two geese,  and.
l ine roos ier .  fhey sh i , r led the i r  haymoiner  and r ; low on the

N'r r thern Paci f  ic  to  Val ley Ci t ; f  .  , {  sma1l  seeci ,er  vr i= is  sh j .  :ed
ic  } Iope la ter .  fhey had three cor /s ,  onu hel fer  and one eal f .
Thel r  mat t res: ies y iere f l l led ' , , r i th  sLr : . . !v  anc l  la ld-  on top of  the i r
l :or,roehold goc;rls. 0n their journey rvh.j f ,hs bre'-,rd- i :avi: oui they
had to: ! - l f t  the s tove out  o f  t l : .e  wagon whi le  the; r  d ic l  the bahing.

They set out on their journey in corn:ranir vrl t l : .  John and
Gustav Forsborg . rnd the Snotness farn i . ly .  They had . ; lanned to

sf art in l l ' iay but du= to i l i i :s. Johansonl S - ' i  I ' l  n,=-srs 1.1er-rr nostnoned
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r:i),

thelr d.ep.=-r"ture st i1l in June. At  the ena cf  the f i rs t  days
journey they caft i-rcd near a farsa. } '{rs. Jo}ranson was not fecl lng
vre l l r  so the Hind f . * rmert  s  vr l fe  lnv i ted her  and her  g i r ls  to
s leep upsta l re  ln  her  house,  The roc$ was lov;  and hot  and she
fef i ;  fever ish.  $he managed to g;et  dst"nsta i rs  for  a  dr ink of
vls.ter f ' l 'crn a re"ln barrel to quench her thirst. The nt::  t  morn-
ing the lari", .l.:.r.'e her f-r/)r'ri.) "ycnJ*e:i.ne g.ncl }irs. Jchanslrr. f'elt
v ' re l l  enough so they co, r lc t  cont inue. the l r  journey.

t j ' i ihen they re: ched. Fergus Fal1s they tr: idLcd thelr tet,m of
horses to a sl ' ln who had. come from the Red, River Vallev. In
exchan. . :e  for  the horses the-v got  two yoke of  oxen '  Then 1n
com;any vr l th  the Grotnesf ies and the Forsbergs they cont tmred
thei r  jou-rney.  Cat t le  buyers,  go1d,  seekers,  land-  seekers,  and"
for tune hui : i ters  u l th  the l r  wagons jo ined ln  the cavalcade for
a longer  or  sh i : r ier  t lme.

They c&Krr., th::o rgh Fargo r.',rhlch was ihen only a tor,rn of
sma11 shant iesr  &1r .  Johanson vranted to  s tay in  Fargn and go
into the rer taurant  bus i -ners,  but  Ui rs .  Johanson had"  ihe v is ion
of 'a  c la lm ancl  home ln  Da.kot€Uvrhere she coul r l  br" lng up her  ch i l -
d ren  i n  God- t s  na tu re  and  no t  i . n  a  no i s : i  boa rd lng  house  k l t chen t
d -us ty  s t i ' ec t s  and  d . l r t y  a l l eys .

The Grotnei . .ses vrent  to  Crookston f rom Fargo but  the Johan-
sons ancl Forsbergs contlnuec rvestward". Going b)t the Dalrymple
Farm they had to  cross a s lough three mi les 1ong.  The vrater

reached over  the hubs of  the wheels  up to  the wagon box,  but
they cs lme bhrough saleJ-y because the bot tom of  the s lough vras
p ra l r l e  c inc l  no t  so f t .

l f tren passln;t a iarm neElr tsargo one rooster f levr out of
the crs . te .  They lost  t r "ack o. [ '  k r im,  but  thre Grotnes]ses asked
the I 'ar r r l€r  io  pa l r  them f  i l ' ty  cents.  For  th ls  they bought  a
t rea t .  0ve r  one  d .ay ts  j ou rney  on  th i s  s j -de  o f  Fa rgo r  one  o f
the eow€i  had the mlsf  or tune of  bre*k ing her  Ieg.  Th j .s  d .e iayed
the jo i i rney for  three or  four  d.ays.  They had to taker  the cc&"
atntl  her calf brick to Fargo, where they so1d. them both f 'or about
fo r t y  do l l a rs .

Finally they re,.chrecl the Sheyenne Rlver after about f 6r,:-r
, i , 'eeks journe:r ' .  They c&r-r€c1 on t ire east sid-e of the vafley for
a cou,-r le of d-ays v,rhi le Mr. Johanson and o' lh€'r men in the Ctr$-

?any went  ot t t  bo lock I 'nr  a-  good pelce i ' f  land i 'n  - r ;h : i -ch to
set l le .  t 'hey locai t ;d ,  on Sect ion 28,  Range 58 l i l . r  Touunship 195
N. on the moining of the Fourt,h of Julyr l8t] l ,  v,rhei 'e ttrcy are
s t i l l  1 1 v l n g .

* r f ter  they set t led on t t re l r  land,  they l i f ted t le  cover
off the wogon and. set i t  ck:=, 'rn and l ive' ir t  thet ttre f j-rgt
sl1lruner. :;6en lt ralned. or stormed' l"ir' and' I€rs' Johanson hacl
to get up in the night enii  hold clov.rn thre tent. They also h*:.d.
ex i : ra  o l lc lo ths to  put  over  the ehi ldren.  Hrs.  Johanson ean



t e1 l  nany  i n te r "es i i ng  i nc i c ien ts  o f  t r y l ng 'bo  sc i : k  j n  t he  ooen .
&{:: Johanson has also de-:- ightecl in tel l lng str:r ' ies of the early
c ay's r

- l t I i th his team of oxen anc s. erucre':: lour, $ir. Johernson set
to v*ork at onee to break the sod. I le ]: l . . ,rke ten acres of land.
on wt: i-eir he rat.sed. vrhe*"t the ne:. i t  s: ' , : i . ing. He also cut hay lvith
the hel:r of ir is wlfe and ehlld-r 'en, 11r. Johanson put un hay
forbhe neighbors to n:akc mon€y f, 'r  fr. ir-:cl.  and clotir ing. They
also put  up i *  th i r t ;1 '  N6n s isrck of  ha." , ' i ;hat  he so lo.  for  tv . ro
c lo l le l rs  a ton to  I { r .  Andrev ' r  Benscn.

The too ls  and m'chr inery \ l 'e re of  i ; i re  cruc iest  rnake.  Mr,
Johanson made his own hay rahe and. l{rs. Jchanson had to lead
the oxen v.,hiLe l.{r.  Johanson manager-i the rake,-nut ihe Johansons
l" /ere not  a f ra ld  of  worh and as the l r  had very l -1 i t le  money
they  t re r ' €  ' . ' r i ' l i ng  i , o  r vo rk  ha rc l  f o r  necessa ry  : ro - f j s i ons .  They
lraci only f 'orty dcl lars in cash bu.t lvi th 

"";hat 
thoy ea]'nei l  they

vrere able io  send-  f l f t : r  d"o l lars  t ;o  h is  brother '  ln  Granl te  Fal ls .
For, thls tre bought a cow and, sent with Anclreur Benson vrho came
f rom Gr .nn i t c  Fa1 ls  to  th i s  comrnun i t y  l a te r  i n  t he  f , , : 11 .

In  the fa l l  o f  the yenr  Mr.  Johanson went  to  Ver- r - l -eY Cl ty
and trad.ed. off '  sorne cait le for lurnber to build a shanty. . i t f ' ter
the  shan ty  v+as  comp le ted  Mrs .Johanson  sa id ,  " I  don t t  beL teve
eny k j -ng in  a l l  h is  g lory  is  ' - , ts  ha: tpy in  h j .s  pa1.ace as f  am ln
my l i t t le  shant l r . r f  Af ter  harr jnp:  l lverd three moni :hs in  the 1m-
, i ror / ised t ' ,  n t ,  I ' i rs .  Johanso. ' r  apprec lated l i .v lng in  i , .  hous:e l ,hat
was st ;a t i r inary.  The; , '  l lveC ln  th is  I l t t le  sh-ack t111 in  Novem-
ber ,  v rhen  Mr .  Johanson  and  l i t t l c  son r  N ic r  had  eu t  t he  l ogs
an{ ' ,  bu i -Lt  the one-roomecl  1og cabin.  T ' } tey l lv 'c l  in  th is  one-
roomeci  ca l r . ln  unt l l  in  1BB5 v ' rhcrn t i rey bui l t  a  1ar ; ie  barn.  They
put a f loor ln one end- of ihai anrl l ivei in j"t  i 'or a fe'n vreeks

"h i le  
'bhry moved the 1og hou-se,  adde<l  another  l 'oorn,  anct  ra ised-

t,. tre 
'br:" l lcl ing 

making e lovr roon of s€ccrd. f loor. Tkrls bulldlng
vil th the tvro roorns j-s st i- l l  str inding on the ltomestead. The
i-arge vrood framed. buil ' j i -ng was buil t  about }[r0'1.

i ' l r .  and- Hrs Johansi-,n eaeh with a yoke of o::en v,rent to
Val ley Ci t1 , r  in  the f *11 to  buy prov i .s ions for  thercselves anr l
the l r  ne ighbors,  Thls  q ias a three d"ays t r lp .  Thei r  ov l rn  v{ tn ter
p rov l s ions  eons i s ted  o f  t r vo  ga l l ons  o f  ke rosene ,  s l l r up r  f i f t y
eents . ,vor th  c f  brown ancr  f i f i :y  Cents wc. ' r - th  of  'h i le  : iugar ,  f  ive
pounds of  cof fec,  some f  1o ' r r ,  anc i  s-  fevr  n inor  ar t lc les.  They
were not  in  the habi t  o f  Cr lnk ing cof fec evel 'y  d-ay.  They mad.e
a cof fee subst l tu te by baking a k ind of  courst -  i ) rer ;c- l , ,  cut  i t
j-n str ins, C.rled i t  ani, brolvned i i ,  and ground- j . t  to,geihe:. with
sorn€ ccf fee beans,  $omet lmes they used the vr j - ld  pra i r ie  tea
f or a d.r i  nk.

The next s; ' :r i .ng HI' .  Johanson bouEht seed for kris ground'
from e- farner rrear Bald Hil l  Creek, The grain rvas large and"
fulL, but -:ras mlxed rr i th -glth r,v11d buckvrheat seed. As they had no
mil l  &{rs. Johanson and the children }rad io pick out the buck-
o.rheai : :eecl. 'Jhey c1id" this by spreaciini: :  tho t-rheat *ver sheets.
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They also bought f ive bushels oj l  , , ,otatoes in Va1ley 9ity. lr i lhen
they y fere cut f , lng and sor t ing the potetoes for  seed they-  e i r t
ou t " scne .po ta toe i  f o r  a  mea l .  f h i s  v ras  a  t rea t  as  they  had  no t
tastec i -  potatoes s ince they came to l )akote" ,  The notatoes v iere
planted.  in  i i t . ,gror- rnc1 that  krad.  bc*n the f  i re  b: ' :cak,  f 'or  in  thcse
ha,ys prair le f i ies irrere eoli irnon and wid-e f lre brealas Y/ere necessary,
gaiy t l*es the whole famil;1 had. to ge;t oi.rt  and f iglht the f j- l"e.

They had.  to  boryovr  a reaper  to  cut  the i r  f l rs t  years erop!

I'hls they borl'orlred frc-irn Si:son Ouren.

There vras one t lr. ingl these ploneer"s d"id- noi lack anrl i ;hat

v fas fue l .  This  could be got ten at  the $heyenne l l iver .  There
! : iA ' r rp . r lenhr i  o f  dr . rz  t r "ees nnd a lso wood-s on r , " ' l l t j .ch no one had"
! 1 r i l E  r l v l t u J  v L  t r - . , )

rnonesteaci -ed. .  Af t6r  a  fev, r  years Mr,  Johanson bor , : .ght  three acres

of lanc1 alcrng the $he;yenne River v'rhich is knovm as 1ot t l :ree

anc l  sec t . i on  i j ; l t een .  F royx  th i . s  he  has  been  ab le  to  ou r  many  a

load-  of  r , - ;goc l  thy rghor : t  h is  f  or ty- f  ive yeai 's  o f  res j "dence here '

I Ie  pa id"  s ix teen c io l l -ars  an acre for  t i r is  vrood lanc] .

l te  v .  Luncieby vras on€ of  the f i rs t  min is ters  to  v is i . i ;  the
^  ^ , " l rn l r?1  i . t r r  ^  r1 r r . , . . . . "1 -  , t - l ro  Tnha jg  6n l  S  hc- rU,se  WaS Smal l  ye t  1 t  ' ; iaS
Ll u-L -Li. ltt l l  I t- '  ,\ '  o rrJ (J u.titr urrv u vrrc

Iar3er  t t ran many 6f  thefu.  ne iEhbor : t  s  hou.ses.  Tt rereforer  l / i rs .

Johans:n l r tas obl igec l  to  house the n in is t ( , r .  The nelghbors
' lrr"nrrcrht nri '1 tr bleid anr1 other provi s j-ons f cir h-im. Rev. Lundeby
u r  v u € j a r  u  r i r r  M  t

r .as Such a ta1 l  man that  1 l rs .  johanson hacl  to  p iece her  shor t
c lc l -country  sheei ;s  anc l -  ru t  a .  chai r  a t  'Lho foot  o f '  the l rec so
that l-, tre becl , ; , ,c.,uld be long enou-,,h for hir:r.  This minister told-

t5e Johanson chj . lc l ren rnrLrr f  in terest ing s tor i -e  s  about  h ls  t ravels
over  the pra i r ie .  I {e  c l ressed in  furs  and carr ied.  a  tent  v l i th
h im so that . .vhen gaui i ; i r t  im a s torm he could"  cover  h is  horsesn
cutbcr rnd. hlmself ,  and camp on th.e r-.rair le i :-nt j- l  he ' , ir . is abl-e
1 ,o  ge t  t o  some se t i ; l e r s  home.  I {e  v rou ld  i r o ld  se l v i ces  Once  Or
,c .ur lce a year .  At  one of  h is  serv ices held in  1885 t r* re lve ch l l -

dr"en u,rere ba,rt izett at one t in':er Alnoilg j : ]rese tvrelve was Mr. and

1llrs. Jolt*nSont s infant d-ar.rgh.ter, Kri-st i-na Wilhelmina.

In  1886 Lars Johanson and l ians $unclee;n ' . ' rent" i :ack to  Gran-
l te  l 'a l ls  and-  each bou6:ht  a  team of  ] :orscs.  Each ter r 'm cost
in the neighborhood of*three hr:-nr-ired- d-ol lars. Thes€ Yrer€ bou-ght

on t,he ins' i ;al iment o1a,n.

Af ter  f l l ing h is  t ree c la im,  lv l r t  Johanson set  about  p lant -

i .ng trees. Tl1e f :-rst : ;ear hr., ' ; lanted- seed. anc; thev c. 'Kie uLl
.nlIel1,r ancl seemecl to thriLve bri. t  1n Ju-1-1r a hct rain l i i l leC them'

IIe t; iren brad io i-rreirare the soil  a8ain, buy treel airci re ' : lsnt.

fn  1885 he p lanted n ine tho 'sanr l  t rees.  I '5- 'ny c f  the: :e  are novr

sturcy t rees,  l ,Y i th  t rees l r lantec; ,  i1  fa ter  yeal 's  t t le) f  make an

exceti+:nt wi"nclbreak anc a coz,:f looking trori le'

l ,hei f  irst sch.cl iroi: .se b:: i l t  in the fa,l l-  of l t i :-{r. l  is what
j-s nol-1, kno.;:n as the rjal l-s-t in School. Gallat in v'ras then the

Poslof f lce,  fhe Gal la t in  Sehoolhcr- rse was o l :g :anized '  l iay 2?t

1835.  Hr . .  Johanson served On the boaqc '  as c ler l<  at  that  t j .me
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and. later as presld.ent of the board.. Thts scl lool grevs to be
gul le  large.  I : i  1889,  for ty- f lve ch i ld . ren of  scho61 ag€r  l lved.
1n the d ls t r le t .  Th j .s  schoolhouse eost  approx lmate ly  one
tlrousand dollars .

Isr .  Johenson received h ls  e l t lzenehlp papers in  June,  lg8?.
George Gul l lckson and l , {a t thew David-eon vrere-h is  vr i tnesses.
John .n. . lorgenson vras elerk of court for Grl-ggs county. ($ee
cQ'-r:f  of i{aturl l ization Record) so: ' i :e of the men 'r,rho beeame
elt lzens at the same term of co',,rr i  v/ere: Hans Sund.eeno Sa*nrel
Langfordr"John Dunean, John J. Lee, thor l Iagen, Ferd"lnand Fen-
nerr  Knut  $t ronme,  and.  Chr l -s t  r \a . restad.  There v /ere f l f t : r -seven
a , :p l l can ts  fo r  cL t l zensh lp  a t  t h i s  t e rm o f  cou r t .

Some of  the peor : le  r ,uho were nelghbors of  the Johansonrs
ln the ploneer daSrs wele: Swen Loge, Swen Lunrle, *Taldemar
K lubbenr  Be tue l  He r lgs tad ,  01e  wes t l ey ,  Andrew Benson ,  ch r l s -
t lan * .arestad" ,  and Helge Larson.

The d.escendents of  IvTr .  and.  n{ rs .  Johnson are Br i ta  El lza-
beth(Hrs.  01of  Johnson of  f iannaford) ,  Nlekolaus (Nic  Johnston
o f  A n e t a ,  d e c e a s e d r r  C h r l s t i n e  Y / l l h e l n r l n a  ( M r s . 0 .  W .  $ a n d i n  o f  C o o p e r s -
tovrn)  r  Math l lda.Lalander  ( [ I rs .  Math i lda Johnson of  Cooperotown),
end.  Ida Loulse (Mrs.  . r i lber t  Johnsoh of  Hannaford) .  Besld.es
these there ar€ s j -x teen grandchi ldren.  The wr l ter  o f  th is  paper
is  one of  the gra l idchl ldren.

Mr.  and.  Mrsr .  Johnson are s t i l l  l lv lng on the homestead
v, ' l th  the l r  daughter  and.  sst - in- law,  MF.  and Mrs.  0 .  W. Sandln,
and are s t i l l  aet ive bu. t  thet r  years of  hard labor  are begj"n-
n lng  to  te l I  t he l : :  t a_ le .

Though many of  these ea.r ly  exper lences are forgot tenr  yet
on co ld wlnter  evenlngs when s l t t ing around the f l re  l .n  the l r
eozy farm horr te  the j " r  ta lk  of ten d. r l f ts  to  remin iscent  ta les of
p loneer  d.ays.



rn  the mat ter  o f  tne a: - , rp l i .eat lon of  Lars.Tohanson to be-
come a c l t lzen of  the Uni ted.  $ tates George Gul l lckson and.  Mat thew
Davld"son Ful r .g-severa l ly  sworn,  do deposd and.  s&l , r  each for  h im-
self , .that he *s viell aecluai-nted v'rith* the above named. L,b.rs Johan-
son thst he has reslded wittr i-n the l intts ancl und.er ther Juris-d lc t ion of  the uni ted-  s tates for  f lve years last  past ,  ana ror
gne .Y,ear last past wlthin th* Terrl tory of Dakotal an6: that dur-
i-t* ihe salne perlocl he has bsh*ved. hfurlelf  as 

". 
m*t of goorl moral

_eharacter ,  a t tachecl  to  the pr lnc i - ; ; les of  the const i tu t ion of  the
Unl ted Statese and wel l  d . isposed to the good.  order  anc l  happlness
Of the SieI I t€ .

Copled from page 44
Grlggs County

TERRTTORY OF DAKOTA
County of Griggs

Subscrlbod and. svror.n to
in  open  Cour t ,  t h l s  1b  day
of June 1887.
Slgned JOHN A. JOR{iENSIN

e le rk

TEItRITORY OF' DAKOTA
County of  Gr lggs

of  l$atur l l lzat lcn Reeord_ of  Second Fapers,

DIST}IICT COT]RT
June terrn, June 1bth, 1gB?

Slgned GEOI1GE GULLICKSON

$lgned" ${ATTIIEW DAVTDSON

DISTRICT COURT

_ . , I r  La rs  Johanson ,  do  sv ' I ea r ,  t ha t  I  w111  sup r ro r t  t he  Cons t i t u t l on
of  the unl - ted s tates of  Aver lca,  and that  r  d .o absolute ly
?"9 ent i re ly  Renounce and Abjure forever  a l l  A l leg lance and Ft -
de l l t y .  t o  eve ry  Fo re lgn  power ,  p r l nce ,  po ten ta te ,  s ta te  o r  sov -
erelgnty vrrhatever; ancl part leularly to the King of $weden.and
Norway'whoser  subject  I  was.  And fur ther ,  tb .at  I  never  have borne
any.heredl tary  t l - t ler  op been of  any of  the degrees of  Ncbl l l ty
of the country vhereof I have bei n a subJeet, ancl that I have re-
s lded wi th  n the unl ted s tates for  f ive years last  paste ant l  in
th ls  Terr i tory  f  or  . )ne year  last  past .

$ubscrlbed and svrorn to
ln  o+en Cour t ,  th ls  15th
day of  June,  1ts8?.
Slgned JOHN A. JORGEIdSI:N

CLTJRK

${.gned. tar:s Johanson



Transer la t lon of  , le t ter  wr t t ten b l '  Lars Johnson to h ls  bro-
ther ,  Jonas,  I lv lng ln  f f i lnnesoia.

Gallat ln, the 20 of Septenber, 1885

Dear Brother, Jonas,

I uarst, in brlef, send. you a fevr wonds so you may hear we
are a1lve and g l f ted s l th  heal th  up to  th ls  t lme.  0n1y
two year  o1d daughter ,  Kr ls t ine,  has poor  eyes.  I  have
trLed two of the d.octors tne have here br-:-t wlthout qny
persrs.nent he1p. If  she ls not helped we wil l  have fo go
to Mlnneapol ls .

I  p lanted last  spr lng
thls sunster. Besld.es
feet long and 16 feet
f iouse and lald shlnEle

about  9000 t rees,  A l l  have gxown
I  have bu" l l t  a  good log s table 42
wl-d.e " f b.ave even moved ny llv1ng

on the roof

r have both reaped. and thneshed.. r got 1560 bushels wh.eat
on ?2 aer6s,  bOO bushels  oats  on 10 acres and.  8b of  bar ley.
T[e have had. a d::y fal1 and nlce weather,

Let me hear what tbe. pnlees of f iorses d.o!- in there are now
and 1f you know of a good team for sale also l f  i t  can be
sold"  on t lme unt i l  spr lng.  I  am look ing for  wheat  to  go
r lp  ln  pr lce.  I  s t l1 l  have my oxen.  ! ry  large team of  ouen
welgh.ed., after I was through reaplng, 5?80 pound.s. The
largest of them ls the one I nalsed. down there.

I wl1i t" lso nentlon that a d.aughter was born to us last
June. IIer name ls Mathl lda.

and so a Lovlng greet lng to  you a l l . In haste of Jrour brother.

Lars Johanson

.i

t



Translat lon of  let ter  vrr l . t ten by Lars Johnson to hls brother,
Jonas, 1n Mlnnesota.

Grlggs the 27 Jul;; ,  1885

Loved- Brother ,

Thanks for  your  le t ter  o f  the zg instant .  r  see by your  le t ter
that  you are g l f ted wi th  1 l fe  and heal th  as usus. l - .  i , fust  a lso
ment icn that  we have a lso the same good-  ney/s  to  te l1  you,  on ly
ou"r infant d.aughter, Krist lna wllhelmlna, who vras born the L4"
of aprl l  has been i:oorly of 1ate, but just now sh.e ts sourevihat
i-rnproved. Durlng the f lrst of the suilrmer the vreather was so
dry that the grn.ss on the prai.r les began to v,r l ther -q,nd" dry.
The laet  d .ays of  June the weather  has been up to  l15or  so that
the crops in  many p laees look poor ly .  The f ie lds that  were put
ln  ear ly  are in  the best  cond- i t ic ' rp .  f  sowed about  l0  acres be-
fore the other  ne ighbors got  t t re j " rs  in .  Thls  looks l ike No.  1. .
The rest  o f  my c laop was sowed" soon af ter  so l t  looks as i f  that
vr i1 l  be good" tor : , .  L : ;s t  Saturd.ay lve hacl  such.a heavy ratn I
have never seen the l lke. r had a tub stand,lng outsid.e on the
f la t  pra l r le ,  Thls  f l l led ln  a foot  h igh.  Buf  the ground.  rqas
so drlr that the water soaked. lnto the ground in a short t i tre.
The 26 : ' .re had anoth:.er heavy shovrer. This f i l led the sloughs
a-nd l t  . {gnow d. i f f leu l t  to  make hay.  I  have Just  s tar ted. -hay-
in$.  Yecterday we hauled 10 loads.  I  have a h l rec l  ne.n so th lngs
are going fast. Yesterday Nle loaded a1l_ the hay and. "mama.rl
s tood ln  the s tack.  r  unpl tched the load r - rnd Jacob helned"
load. .  We had two teems,

Danle l  Er lckson eame up last  spr lng.  He took land near  the
:: lver, I t  has 12 acres of vrood. Another tnan had pre-empted
that land but had- left.  He has buil t  a house and. i-s l ivlnE
there wl th  h ls  w1fe.

My seeder  arr ived.  in  Hope last  March ln  good condi t j .on.  I
have broken 45 acres--ha1f  for  mysel f  and"  hal f  for  o thers.

I  n l r s t  c l ose  my  le t te r  v r l t h  dea r  g ree t l ngs  to  you  a l l .  I n
has te  o f  you r  b ro the r ,

Lars Johanson

P.  S.  I  w111 show you how ta l l  wheat  groy/s  ln  the west .



Translat lon of  le t ter  vr r i t ten by Lars Johnson to hLs bro-
ther ,  Jonas,  l iv ing in  l { lnnesota.

Gallat ln the 15 of Febmar.yr 1BS5

Dear Brother  Jonas,

Y'our writ ing of the It of last month, even th.e named of
l as t  su$mer ,  I  have  hea r t l l y  rece i ved .  I  s ta r ted  an  an -
swer to  the one f rom last  surnmer before Chr is tmas,  but  l t
was never  f ln fshecl .  We are a l l  wel l  a .ceord, i -ng to  e l rcum-
stances and.  are a l l  g i f ted.  vr l th  heal th  to  the present  t i -me.
We must say we have had a good summ.er and a dry fa1l, and
a n lee vr ln ter  even thcr . rgh i t  ls  co ld of f  and on.  There
is r:o much snoldr that we rust use sled.s. We had waEon roads
unt l ]_  Chr is tmas t ime.

We t rave ncw a l t 'eady got ten a sehool  house ancl  sct roo l  a
go lng .  B l l t a  and  N lcko las  have  gone  to  schoo l  a l l  w ln te r .
We have I t  mi les to  the schoolhouse whlch ls  s l tuated"  1n
the  va l l ey .  I t  l s  now two  yea rs  s lnce  I  t ook  the  s teps
necessa ry  to  have  a  schoo l  d l s t v ie i ;  o rgan ized .  Th l s  d id
not  mater la l lze bscause v ' rhen the srcet ing was held there
r ias a d. lsngreement  about  vrhere the school  should be p laced,
Those ln t lee Vall-ey vranted" l t  there and those of us on the
prair ie wanted it  j .n the center whieh was near my lancl.
But then ln the meanwhile the new school laws come lnto
effrc:t and ure hacl then no school h.ouse and. so nothlnE came
out so ' ,rhat we had d"one.

I have never mentioned to you that I had some trouble with
40 acres of  the land that  I  took as a t ree e la lm.  A Nor-
man that ] lved. ln thls s€l]ne sectlon mad.e knovrn to me and
others how he in tended to take h is  land af ter  I  hac l  se-
cured my paper ancl had al l  thlngs rlght r so he vrent and
Ewore to the effeet that he harj dug a well on thls named
for ty ,  and-  so got  h ls  papers.  Thls  named.  wel l  was only  a
hole that he had macle in taking out some plaster sand ln
h111 and. that there vrould. be a hole v'ras clear. I  then had
to get  two nren to  go l r i th  me to Vai leY Ci t : r  to  v ' r i tness to
that  e f feet .  I  had an a i torney.  Thls  wl tness proof  had
to be sent  to  t r 'ash lngton before I  got  a  sat ls factory an-
svrer and. that took a long t lme, but'shen lt  came lt was ln
my favor and he v,ras the loser. Dnrlng thls t lni6 he had
nroved. onto thls namecl forty' ,  brr i l t  a krouse, anrL stable, and
broken 16 acres,  In  order  that  I  d id  not  have to  go to
furthcr larr anrl.  get him to go I paid him g3 dollars €or the
house and.  breaking.  He t } .en so1d.  h1s for ty  aeres ancl  le f t
thls eomrrrunity. f  now thus have two farms. I lntend to
rnove th.ls named" house unto my homesteaEl. I  bought ?OOO
eot ton wood.  t rees last  fa} l  that  I  ln tend to  o lant  on my
t r e e  c l  a i m



#?,

I  rnrs t  say t  had a r l -ch harvest  last  fa l l .  We got  1560
bushels  whesr . t ,  25 on th le  acre.  Oats were about  4OOr but
the prices f.r.s you knorf s.re }c: i :r.  But luekl}y I got b.auleci
aut 3BO .bushels vghen lt  vras 60 cents and so I have about
4OO left to u.ff  .  'uriher.rt cost me a-t homd\frere 52 cents and
I  got  s  chance to se l l  for  48 and-  50 cents.

we pald" !$2.OO a day frori t ir+ tfune harvest started untl l
threshing vr*.s over, I  had" thls year a +grwe€lian boy from
lYesconslfi 'r,'ho vrorkecl for me anil earned ia;gO.OO from me un-
t i l  threshlng began.  l lsual . l .y  the crew, fo l lows the thresh-
ing ma.chine. -  C.  Aarestad got  betvrc* l  I  or  9O0 bushels
wheat ,  and I I .  Larson 600,  l f  I  remember correct l l / .

There ls a 1ot of eonplalnt about hard t imes and lt  is
perhaps hrrrd" for many. f for my part have not known of
any hard t inres s lnce vre came up here.  I t  seems to be
quite ccm.mon that people have had" too mrrch hope fol the
future so they hav6 invested too m.rch. I perhaps have
done so too; irut I  have worked- my l ' :nd" careful ly.

I have agAln bougtrt a nevJ sulky clovrr So I novr krave two.
* lso a new wagon vrh lch is  pa id"  for .  I  have to  pay
seconcl" lnstal lment next coming Sune on my blnder.

I nnrst ask you to send" me 2 or SOOO cutt lngs of the kind.s
o f  t rees  tha t  a re  bes t  A rowers .  Cu t  t hem so  they  a re
reac).y for plgnting. Th6y woulci have to be packed- in a
bo:r. You may not have t j-me to d.o i t  but you can_get some
one to do 1t :  Perhaps Pher  Nl lson vrho 1 lves in  12 could
under take to  d.o i t .  f  rsould.  pay what  i t  was wor th.

You must  greet  Pher  Nl lsonl  s  f rom us.  "A1so other  f r iend-s
f ron us,  r_rnd.  you are greeted f , rom us a l l .  Tn haste of
your brothert

Lars Johanson

Should. mentibn th*t fulcase trees i le sent
sen t  t o  Coopers to 'un ,  Gb iggs  Co . ,  Dako ta .
that the roacs (rr) have been unj-tr:d" but
l t  i s  t rue .

they must  be
I havc' heard.

I know not lf
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TiiR'"rfTORY
'  n  n r r n i  t r  n fv v u t t u . y  v J

CIF }ITKCTA
f1r. i c',:' q

nT ( \ r l r ? . i . n rT ,  nn  rT=m
U ! V I l l J V i  U \ / : i l L l

_ Anf no?rr to-v; l t :  At a Term of saj-d. court nor.,r b61ng heId at
cooperstorvn in  anc l  for  the corrnty  of  sr lE; l :s  in  sa i i .  ter i i tory ,
ppoT the foregoing oath and s. f f ic lav l ts ,  an*  upon fur ther  . r roo i
hav ing made by the croduct ion c f  eer t i i ; icate t t ra t  the sa j : -d  Lars
Johanson d ld before the Clerk of  the Di -s t r lc t  Cour t  o f  ye l lor . i
Me'd lc .ne county,  I l i innesota,  the same being a cour t  o f  Record,
havlng coannon lavr  Jur isd ic t lon,  r , : rke the rer :u is i ie  d.e;c larat ion
of  h is  in tent ion ' io  bccorne a Cl t : i . '  ' , :n  of  the Uni tec l  States,  and.
to  renounce a l l  o iher  . :L11egi j .ance as rer :u i rec i  by the laws of  ihe
Un i ted .  $ ta ies  "

1T r$ OHDEFiED BY t ' .ur cOu,qt, That the salci Lars Johanson
be, and. he is hereby ad.ml.tted to be, n crrrzEN 0F TIlx t i lTrTED
{ I ir n r1lTr (1
U f  n l l J .

By  the  Oour t ,

Slgnecl Y,iILLIAM H. Fj iAI{CfS

A t rue  Record . .  A t tes t :  
j u r j ge  '

$i,jnecl J0Hll A. J0II0ANSEN
clerk
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MI,S. TIIEODOA,E 3. TEN,B.

The death of Mrs. Theotlore F. KeIr

lvi l l  bring to the minals of many of the
pioneers of Griggs county the personal-

ity of a woman whose life was a l iving

embodiment of gootl wil l and kind-heart-
edness toward those rMith whom she

mingled without ] 'egaral to ag:e or sta-

t10n.
Dr. anal Mrs. I(err were among the

first residents of Cooperstown. Their
home ['ad El, haven for ma,ny yeals, for

those who needed, in a new country, the

kind ministrations of a home, friends

ancl physician. Many are the recipients
rvho wil l gratefully testify to the un-

stinted hospitality, generosity and

friendliness of their ministrations in

those years.
"Aunt le  Ker r , "  as  she was lov ing ly

hnown by her fl. iends, who are legion,

wirs a wonran of the broadest human
synlpathies, actuated by a deep and gen-

Lrine interest in het fellow beings, lvho-

though bearing her own deep affl ictions
in  the  bravc  and nob le  sp i r i t  o f  s i lence,
was als'ays ready to share the burdens
and t r ia ls  o f  those lvho  sought  her  coun-
sel, or to lYhom she coul d minister'
IIany young nothers and home-makers
have called her blessed in recognition of

the helpful service she gave them both
in the care of their children and in the
dornestic realm. Many iudeed are those
lvhom she has "helped to l ive happier,
hea l th ie r  and saner " ' l i ves  by  means o f
her "wise counsjel and friendship." One
of these, her friends, alf lrms "her phil-

osophy o f  l i fe  and o f  da i l y  l i v ing  has
helped rne over many a rough path,

and I am bettel for having hnorvn her.
A book, her last gift, 'Thy l lod and ' lhy

Sta f f , '  Renson,  w i l l  a lways  be  one o f  my
dear  possess ions , "

Whi le  no t  so  sure  o f  jus t  how l i fe 's

ts rea tes t  p rob lems and i t s  most  v i ta l
j ssued are  to  be  so lved,  as  theo log ians
are, yet she believed that the hand of the
sul)rerne one, God, directs the affairs of
rnen and nations, anal is leading the
world to the ultimate goal of a divine
purpose. I ler rule of l i fe was the faith-
ful performance of the every-day tasks,
w i lh  a  v / i l l i ng  sp i r i t ,  as  the  serv ice
rvnich is the only reasonable part for
each individual to perforn. 'Ihough she
rrery rlot have defined it so, she re-
gartled l ife as an investment, an ad-
venture; a giv' ing of the best one has in
a cheerful and unselfish service. The
keynote  o f  her  l i fe  was.  use fu lness-

service, Perhaps her ffnest and most
enduring characteristic was her genius

for friendship. She was the embodi-
rnent of a true friend. She recog:nized
the diversity of personalit ies, anal the
strength of her friendship was able to
equalize or dispose of any alifference of
understanding or opinion which might
arise. She could close the door upon an
unruly difference and remain a true and
loyal friend sti l l . ' Ihe greatest achieve-
ment of her l i fe was undoubtedly the
incomputable wealth embodied in hosts
of friends.

A devoted lover of books, her mintl
was richly storeal with the world's best
thouaht a.nd ialeals, and she was always
eager to share the treasures of the best
l itcrature v,' i th her friends. Her letters
never fail to mention the books of her
present reading, and to g:ive discrimi-
nating comments upon them, Handicap-
ped by deaf ears, which she accepted
rvithout complaint-almost cheerfully,
she was genuinely thankful for the priv-

i lege and enjoyment afforaleal by read-
ing .  In  wr i t ing  o f  the  poss ib i l i t i es  open
to a reader in one of her latest letters,
she said: "If I were to select the choic-
est gift which fate has bestowed upon
me, it would be my liking for reading."
IIad she been asked for it this might
reosonably have been her partlng mes-
sage to a world so sadly steeped in ma-
terialism and so far from the home of
the soul-the ideal, the sprirt.

Mrs. Kerr was keenly alive to all the
vital concerns with which the world is
struggling today in a aleath grip amid a
ca tac lys ln  o l '  the  na t ions .

l ler mind had an international grasp,
and it clung to the highest and noblest
ideals for the lvorld's redemption from
the bliaht of exaggeratetl materialism
and the cruelty of its selfishness and
greed.

Those who knew her best, knov/, while
she d id  no t  long  fo r  death ,  tha t  the  sum-
nlons came as a release from a l ife of
heroic endeavor to perform a true sol-
dicr's part.

Eiiza Hil l I(err dietl in Portsmouth,
N. II,, Sept. 12, 1917, seventy years of

The writer knows no better tribute to
lay upon her bier or to inscribe upon
her headstone, in the name of her mul-
titude of frienals, than the fltt ing tit le-
"K1ndheart."

L. M. B. -:t/ii ,l L
Coopcrstown, N. D. I

1
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n1n lo{emoriam*

ik*** fnecr lora l" ' .  l terr .

the doath of t'ks. ti?.eodore F. ferr wi"]L bring; to tho mlnds of inany of the
ploneors of Griggt {Jounty the pors*nallty of a woman wtrose llfe rfias e llvlng
eurbodtraent *f gooo will ancl kirul-ncarbedness bowanl thoe o l,:itlr wirom ehe mlnglod
rvithout reg*rd. to age or etation.

J)3'. spg j;i.rs. Kerr rtrers ex$ong the flrr'* residentu 61' 0s6irergto$Elo 'Ihetr hdne
w&s a, haven for nuny ys&r$, -fur j.*loso lryl:o needed, ln & nsw oouutr"yp the klntt:nlnls*
-lrations of a ironen frlordc and nhysicj.an, lrtany are the reoiptents rnho wlll grata-
fuLly testi$r to 'blte unstintsal" hosi:italit-1i*, genorooity end frionrl,llnsss rf thelr
ninistret ione ln ' l :hoae }feefs oniruntie iferrr" aE sits r,ae lovingLy lmolr'n by ir*r friendsr li j i ' lo are le;g;i-oilr rn&6
e 'worn&n 'lf bho i:r'r:adest hurn&n strnnpethioe, rrctuated by a dsop and g,enr:":i'ne lirte rsst
ln irer fellor'r boinge , w[e-- thouglh bonring irer own tleop af;'l ioticns i.a tha brave and
rrobl-e sirirlt r:f silonoe, ?rss alvraye ready to share tho trurrlens arrd trtalo of thosq
Tttto sought her oounsel , otr tc v&orn she couLd minlster. i,la,ny young nobhore ancl horns*
rrakors havc oalled her bl.essed in roao6ni.tton of thtl helpftrL servioe nhe 6ave them
both in the' qg:'s of their ahildren and in the ciomesbi"* realir" ;rreny illd€ed aro thosc
wfiom sho hae il.helped to live happior, hoal.tirier anr,'. saner* llves by rnenns of rrernwi"€e counsel and fr iendship.tr  Crns of t l : roso, hor fr iends, aff i rx,a- " : ler phtr loeophy
of life anil of rlaily living hao ireLped. rus over neny e rough patir, arad I ar,r bettor
for iraving;lano'nn her. .A book, her last 11.lfbr 

tThy i'.e6 arxl ?ny staffrt l lenson, will
ekva;ro be ono ' r f  rny t lear poe sossiolrs.rr' l th i le 

nob se suro of 'Just i row l l fers greatost rrrotr lorns and t ts mont vt tat  ieeuod
sro to be eclvod, ae theulogtnna are, yot she bel loved t i rat  the hand of the supreino
one, tror- l r  t l i reotu ths affalrs oJ'nren and nat ions, and Le }eradlng tho world to tha
ultlmato lioal of a Clvlns puf,pog@r .:ior rulo of Ltfe uas tire faitlrf,uL performs,noe
sf tiro ovsrif-day tasks, wlth a ritl.l lng spirlt, ao the sorrloe wtrl.oh ie thcl onl.y
reaennnblo pa* for each lndlvtdual to performi. Pnou.gh ohe nay not have doflned
lt sor sher regardod lj-fo ae an invostnont, an advontun€, s. glvlng of tho best ona
haa ln a shecrrful end uneelflgh servLeon 'Iha ketrrnote of her l.ife was ueofuLnoss--
servlco. Par*raps. lor f inost and moet endurlng charactertst io was hor gen: l"uo for
frienship" lihe $as the embodfunernt of a tnro friend. $he reoognizod the dlvereity
, : f  personalt t lee, ard the etrongth of her fr lendshlp naa ablc to oquaLiae or dlepoee
of any differenoe of undorrtanding or oplnlon lrhioh rnlght ariso. $ho could olose
tlto door upon an trnnrly dlfferonoe and remni.n a true and loyal frlend sttll, Iho
groatos'l; aohiovsnrsnt of har Lifa was undoubtedly the irrsonr;utablo wealth em-bodted
in  nos ts  o f  f r i c ;nds .

A devoted lovor of booka, her ntnd wae rioirly storod vrlth tho worLdte best
thought arrd ideals ranci slxe was al'rays sager to share the trsaeure E of ths be *t lltcr-
ature wtth hor friendsr iler Le,ttors neyor fall to nentl,on t;ro booke uf irsn pre*ent
readlng" and to glve dlscrlminatlng comments upon thsm. *andlaapped by rleaf oarc,
whioh sho aooepted vrithout ccrnpl,alnt*-almost oheerf'ul"1y, she was gornrinel.y tirankf\rl
for tho nrlvilege anri onJoynrent afJ'srdod by readlng. in writlng of the poari"billtiea
opon to a reader in orrs of her latest ]et tsrs,  ehe saldr " I f  I  wore to soloct the
shoicost gi.ft v;nich fate has bestorued upon me, It would be my 1i.kln6 for nading*tr
iied ehe boen aaked for it bhts ntglrt reasonably have been her partlng :nosoago to e
world. so oadly steopeci in fistoriallsxx aucl so far from the hone of tho souL-*the ideaL,
the s pirlt o

i' irer Kerr wae keenly alive to alL the vital conoerns vrl.th whioh the worl.d ls
atnrgqling today ln a death grip amid a ontaolysn of the natLone.

iler mind had an lnterns.tionaL gra*pr and tt olung to the htghent and noblest
ideale for the vroridr s redenptlon fro:n the blight of exaggeratod rnaterlallsm end th6
cmelty of i.te eoll' irhnege affi grecd.

those wlro laiew her best, hnour, ul'rlls she diei not long for death, thet the flrnnons
o&mo as a reloago frcmr a life of horoie endoavor to perfonr s tnre soldlerts pertr

El. lza : i iL l  Kerr dlod in Portououthp N. i { . ,  Sept o LZr lgl?,  oevonty yoars of ago.'Ihe writer knEws no better trtbute to lay upen her bier or to lnocrlbe upen har
headstone,in tha name of her rrirl.titude cf frlends, than tne flttlng titlo*-,tKindheent,n

t .  M .  B "  ( M r s .  J .  N .  B r o u n r )
eooperotowal N, I).
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yLE,'' 7 -  ' t
lh j "s .  gent leygn ls ,  the p loneer  ph)rs ic lan ancl  sur .geon of  Gr l_6;gs counryand  has  bu i l t  a r i  ex tens i ve  p rac t i ce  i L : r ' ou . r ;hbu t  i hn i  reg i .op ' r "and
. r l . s  t ' i d e l y  l m o v r n  a s  a n  e ; r e m p l a r y  c l t l z e n  a n d  s k i l l f t r 1  p i ; a c t i t i o n e r ,I l e  i t ss  res ideg  i n  Coopers ' l ; o ' , , i n  s ineo  the  ea r . l y  days  o f  i t s  L r i s to ry
a n d  h a s  b e e n  l j - b e r a l  i n  r e n d e r i n g  a i d  t o  a l l "  p u b i i c  p r o j e c t s .  I i e
i s  _  i n te l l l gen t  and  p rog ress i ve  anO t l : i e i , e fo re  pozu la r  as  a  phys l c ian
a rnd  soc ia l  f r l end  o f  L r i s  f e - t_ lows ,  I . i e  has  a tv , ,ays  l abo red  f  o r .
eouca t i ona l  advancen ten t  and  l s  ono  o f  t be  p ro i t  i , t e r . "  o f  g ie  schoo l
sys ten :  s  o f  t ha t  re  g i  on  ,

-0_ur '  l r lb ieet  tvas boi ' r t  near  l r lg lso Lalce, .  i i r -sayrga county,  I ' ie i , , t r  york,
l { " y  29 ,  1846 ,  end  v ras  i l r e  i : l - f t h  l n  a  i am i " l y  b f * ' e r -eyen  l f r i r o : * " ,
f ou r  sons  and  seven  c lau .g l : t e rs ,  bo rn  i o  l t l - e><ander  and  } j a r r : i e t
( l lammond) Kerr .  i l ts  fa . {he r  wa s a nat ive of  i , lew Jer .sy a,nc l  wl  s

mar r i ed  tn  cayuga .  coun ty ,  l , ( ev ;  yo rk . .  j r  b ro i l r e r  o f  ou i .  sub  j ec t ,
J o h n  i n . r  - y 3 *  a  s o l - c i i e r  i n  t h e  c l v i l  w a r ,  e n - L i s ' b i r r g  d i l r . i n n " l g 6 4 ,  a n d
h e t Y a S k j l ] , e d a t K 1 n s t o n , i r o r t l r C e r o 1 i n i o i , l a r c h 8 ; 1 8 6 5 ,

0y"  sub ject  ro l " r ] f l lnod in  h is  n€. t i .ve county unt  j - l  ten year .s  of  a ,ge rwl :en he rerr toveci  f t t th  h is  parents to  a fa i lm near  Ann Lrbor ,  i , r ic f l l fan.
I i e  a t tended  tL re  e t l , y  schoo i . " s -anc l  g rac iua tec i  f r om t i : e  h i i l i : ; " | i ; ; t ; "
and  thc ,n  en te red  the  Un l - ve rs i t y  o i  i , i i ch i5 lan  a t  Ann  A rbo r , ,  r vhe ru 'hu
t o o k  s  d e g r e e  J n  l j , t e r a t u r e  a n r J  a r t .  I i e  i - h e n  w e n t  t o  C a l . i f o r n j - a  a n d
a c c e p t e d  t h e  c l ' r a i r  o f  t e a c h e r  l n  L a t l n  a n d  r a a t h e m a t i c s  L n  t h e
I I l l J - t a ry  l i cadenr ; v '  s t  0ak land ,  , ; r h l ch  pos i t l on  he  f  i l l c c  f ron  186g  to
1B?1 ,  anc  c lu r i n5 .  t f  , ,  nex t  y5a r  he  - , ' , r as  p r l nc ipa l  o f  one  o f  t l r e
1 . ;ub1 - i c  sehoo ls  o : l  l u f f a lo r -  i l ev r . . yo r . t i .  .  L ie re  h ;  began  the  s tudy  o f
med lc ine  i n  ' bhe  o f  f : i co  o i  D r .  T l : ro rue  s  Lo th rop ,  a  f ron inen t  ph i s l . c l an
_o f  t ha  t  e l t y " ,  anc l  t hen  re tu i , r i ec l  t o  An '  A rbo r -a r r r i  t oo l i  a  co i r i e  o f
* , : . ! : l ' : : ,  

a n d , a f t e r w a r r J  p u r s u e d  h l s  s t u d t e s  i n  t h e  c o t l e g *  o i  
-

fhys ic lans ancl  $u. rgeons j ,n  l ' iew York Ot ty  and la ter  in  thd 0o}- r rnbta
T T n i r r o r " c i l t 'urr .L  V t : - , .  s  r  uJ ,  g t ' ldyt l  t  ing j .n  the medica i  r : la  sLr  of  lg?4.  I Ie  then began.
t h e  - p r a c t l c e .  o f  h l s  p r o f e s s i o n  5 - n  D e t r o i t ,  l l i c h i g a n ,  a n d  c o n t t n u e d
tLrer 'e  unt i i  l ' re  vrent  to  r ' ior t l i  Dal io ta in  i l : re  ear ly  r  g6s ,  I ie  f  ocated
in  0oopers to , , t n  be fo ro  t i : e  ra i l - r ' oad  v ras  bu i .1 t  t h rough  tha t  l oca l i i y
a n d  e x p e l i e n c e d  m a n y  h a r c l s l r i p s  i n  t h e  p r a c " b l c e  o : :  i i f s  p r o f e s s l o n
{ -  l r r . n r r , o l . r  + r , . A +ui1- t ' lJut j I r  tJ I la ,u -  county.  0n on,- - '  occa s  j -on L:e t r .aveled at ror , . . t  twenty- f  i .ve
r i i l - l es  to  v i sJ . t  a  s ie l " :  I i l an  a r - l d  upo l  h l s  a r . r i va l  f ou r rd  h in  i n  a -
dy ing  cond l t j - on  l n  e  sod  hu . t ,  w [e re  L l : , .  Ke r r  v ias  s to rmbound  th ree
9 . n y * .  T h e  p a t i e n t  d J - e c i ,  a n c - a  y o u n i j  m a n ,  w i i o  ' , n a  s  h i s  p a r t n e r o  a , , d
t t l e  D o e t o r  w e r e  f o r c e d  ! o  s t a y  r i l t h - - t l L e  c o r p s e  a n d  s u b s j s t  o n
meage f  ra t  J .ons  th ree  d i ,  r , ' s  be_ f  o re  thc ,  s to r r : r  t r r , o j ce  s r i f  f i  n  j  on t .1  r r  f o r . ,-  t he  Doc to r  t o  re tu r - . r . i r .  ! nd  v . rhen .  he  d ld  he .  nade  t i r e  j ou : :ney  th roug l r
a .  f oo t  o f  snov r  t he  en t ;  j - t ' e  d i s taoco  r  Such  ex roe r , i en6 ,es  a , l : e  o f  t he
pa st  an-d l " i r  '  Kerr  novre n joys ar l  e : ; ' ;ens lve and renunerat  jve pa t ronage ,

Our  sr - ib ' ject__was r , rar i , ied l -n  gpl r  i \ r "bor ,  h l lch lgan,  in  lg?4r  tor i l ss  r l j - za  r l l 1L ,  a  na t i ve  o f  l , ' t r a  sh tenav , r  coun fy , ' t ha t  s ta ie  o  an , ]  a
daugl : ter  o f  F j - tch and i r iar t l ia  ] i111.  i ; i rs .  l ier r i  s  fa the: r .  wa s a far rner
a n d  c o n t r a c t o r  a i ; d ' r u i l - d p p .  T v r o  c h i l c i r e n o  b o t h  o f  v r h o m  a r e  d e c e a s e d ,
v ie l re  borrL to  . i i r .  and l i rs .  l ier r , ,  named t ienneth ancl  Theo.  l i r .  i ier . r
l va  s  the  f i r s t  s1 r -Fe r ln tencJen t  o f  schoo ls  o f  Gr lggs  c  oun ty  a  nd  he ld
the of f ice r - rn t j , l  T894,  and he ls  one of  the fo i6r , rost  nret r  o f  the
c o u n t y  f r o n  a n  e d u c a t l c r : a l  a s  l v e l f  e  s  p r o f e s s i o n a l -  v i e w ,  h e  h a s
a l i , vays  a f f i l l a ted  i v j - t h  t he  l t epub l l can  pa r . t y  i n  po l i t l ca l  f a l t h .

\--o.'
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Blography of Peterson Klnd.so

--Ste11a And.erson

Petenson Klndso, the gon of Hlr. anel Mne. Petereon Klndtso ras bonn
lfovenben 82r 1855 at Venmelanil, Sweclen. He spent a].L of h1e e]xtlclhoodl
ln $redlen. On October 4, 18?8, he nanrleil ELl-en llaLvonesn.

In 1880 wlth thelr. 8ol1r Mantln, they left fon Anenlea. About tro
wbeke wae spent ln thelr Journey a.ol'oss the ocean.

Tbey landedl 1n Hew Yonk and lmmeillately left for the westenn part
of the countny. lbey travelled by tnaln and by eovered. lregon fon about
two weeks untl l- they cane to RenevllLe" Countyr Mlnnesota. Ihey l1ved
ther.e for two years.

But Nonth Dakota seemed. t o have mone ad.vantages. Lancl rae oheap6?r
the soll was betten, Incllans w6ne frlendllen, farnlng concLltlons trere
betten and. as e rhole the etate seeneil to be a nauch betten one to nake
a pernanent horoe ln, eo they Left Mlnneeota. They eame to North Dakotc
on June 24, lgge, whsre they eettled 1n Grlgge County.

tenit ras taken up und.er the tlomegtead. Aet and. laten they bought
nore land. so theln propenty wag enlerged fnom what 1t had firgt bson.
Ttrey now have the lancl lncLucl"ed 1n Sectlon 24 1n townehlp of Washburn.

Theln flret houee was a one roon Lo9 cabln. Later, whdn lumben ras
lntroduced. lnto tbe state, they bulLt a two roon house and. then agaln a
lange, nore nodlern houc.

lhe wlnters were very colcl and" as thelr onLy fueL was wood, tbey
would ohop gneat plles of lt every falL. Thene wene nany bllzzarclg and
lt wae very-clangerous fon enyone to be alone on the pralrles 1n wlnten
for a gtonn could come up nost any tlme.

They ctldt not suffer fnon pralnle flreg on floocls. Onee the theyenne
Rlver ovenflowed lts banke, but lt was not enough to d-o any hanm.

Pontlencl wag the nearegt town where they oould get suppLlear 60
overy once ln a whlle, all- the eettlene ln that v1c1nlty woulcl go to-
geth-en to tovn. Thef went 1n wagong clrawn by oxen. _ !y aL1 golng to:''

[ether" they rere more aate fron Inillane an<l they cou]-d also have nore
fun.

Although thene wore a number of Indlans around. thene, they nover
bothened. the whlte peoPle.

lfkre neaneet echoo]. ves the one eomnonLy oalled. the Mandell sehool'
The flret teacher" wae Seven Sernegaard.. The nearest ohunch was the
gwedlsh l{afva tutheran Church. II was not yet found'ed w!-en lhese ploneers
aane-io North patota Uut lt eane lnto exlstbnce later. fhe flret pneacher"
was Rev. CavelLln. Thle ohurch le etl l1 ln exletence tocl.ey and ls
Loeated ebout eleven nl1ee east of Cooperetown 1n $teele County.

fhe fann nanhlneny ras very cllfferent
plore trad. only one aharel lt rea heLdl up by
wae pullecl by one or tro oxen. Thene sere

fron what lt 1e toclay. The
a Ean walklng behlnd lt ancl

veriy few horees ln the
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conmunlty, oxen belng ueed. 1n thelr p1ace.

Many tlnes hallstorne deetroyed thelr cnops but more often they
ryere good.

Mr. ancl Mne. Klnd.so hacl foun chl].dren besld.ee tbe one aLneaily
mentloned.. ?trey wdre HlLd.a' Mlnnle, Ogcar and' Effle- HlLda marnled.
Albert And.erson, Mlnnle marrled Erneet Nelaon, Oscar dled. a fer houns
af ter blrth, and Ef f le manrled John And.ereon -

Martln cl1ed. when he wag twenty-seven yeare oLd.. Mng. Enneet Neleon
aleo dled..

Fon Bone tlne Mn. Klndso hact been euffenlng fnon hlgh bLood pressure
and on Februany 29, 1920 he d.lecl when a blood vessel burst. Ee wae
bunled wlth hle two sons and. d.aughten 1n the :' cemetery of the Hafva
Lutheran Chunch.

Mrs. Klndeo le stlll llvlng wlth her youngest d.aughter and. son-ln-
law on the farrn that ehe flrst came to.

The dleecendante of Mn. and Mne. Klndso are:

Mre. . l lbent Andersonr Mne. Gust Oleonr Floyd O].son' Edna Oleon,
Ellard Oleon, ELvlna Anderson, Mabel Andereonr Inez Andlerson' Arthun
Andeneonr SteLLe And"enson, Clarence .Anderson, all of FlnLey' Nor"th
Dakota. Mns. Elmen T[end].lck, Donothy tteridllehr Kennoth Wendllokr aLL
of Luverne, Nonth Dakota. Mrs. John Andiersonr HeLen And.ereon, Elrnlce
And.enson, talter And.er.son, of Cooper.stown, Nonth Dskota. Elele Neleont
IIeJ-en l{elson, CLarenee Nelgon, of Raub, Nonth Dakota'
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J a c k o b  K i t t e l s o n

T h e  n a l t e s  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r t s  r : a r e n t g  w e r e  1 , 1 r .  a " n d  l r r s .  l l e
K i t t e l s o n .  ? h e  n a n e  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r  i s  J e c k o b  K i t t e l _ s c n .

L { r .  K l t t e l scn  was  bo rn  , iTove ' rbe r  ? ,  1845 ,  t h ree  .n i1es  so r r t l :
o f  R r : sh f  o rd ,  " i n - ' l esc ta  i n  T11"no re  co r rn t v .  lTe  l e f t  i q l rneso ta
because  o f  h i s  pa ren ts .  T ie  wen t  w i th  h i s  pa ren ts  to  l l o r th  Da l l o ta .
and  i " : e  does  no t  know why  h l s  pa ren ts  cane  he re .

Sotne exper iences that  happene, i  i ryhen he cS' r te  f ro ' l  " . : innescta
v r i t l :  oxen .  I t  was  ve ry  co ld .  T . i : e1 '  s topped  a t  t re l l eg  C i t y  o? :e
week  then  ca r te  up  he re

l . r r .  K i t t e l son  ea : re  to  l l o r tn  Dako ta  i n  t he  vea r  o f  I e?9 .  ] 1e
took up 1a.nC east  o f  1 ' 'a : rna i 'c rd.  Af terwards he went  back to  l r f i ' rne-
so ta .  ' f hen  he  ca* : te  b , l ck  ano the r  nnan"  c la i ' r e , J  i t  anC he  had  to  q i r re
i t  up .  The  l oca t i -on  o f  t he  l and  wh i . c f r  he  to  - k  r . . 1p  w i r . s  i n  t r . en f te l r j
t o w n s h i p ,  I a n q e  5 )  ' ' 1 , r .  o r r .  K i t t e l s o n r s  f i r s t  h o r r g e  w a s  m a r i e  o f  s o d .
A t  f l r s t  t he l r  had  to  go  r ' v611  to  l l a11ey  O i t , "  f o r  o rov i s j . ons .  A f te r -
ward.s  l - r61n,3f  ord was b: ' r i l - t  anr j  the l '  eorr l r l  get  sore o*-  the i r  r ) ro-
v i  s l o n s  t h e r e .  S o y r e  o f  i - i s  n e a r  n e i g h k l a r s  w e r e  J a c t r o b  0 1 s o n ,  J .  n r .
F r e e r ,  a n d  l T e l  s  O s t l t r n d .

H is  eAr l y  ra r r i  mac l i ne ry  and  i ea rns  were  A . .nc !?e r  enc l  e ,  t ea 'n  o f
oxen .  A11  the  res t  o f  t he  work  was  done  bv  hanC. .  The  c rops  ra i sed
were  mos t l y  ha rd  whea t .  I r e  hac l  t en  a .c res  o f  i t .  I t  y i e lded  th i  t i r
o r r she ls  pe r  ac re .  The  i , ' ue l  t hey  haC was ' ros t l y  woor i  f r on  the  $he l . renne
f i . i ve r  and  a t  t i r es  the l '  cough t  coa l  i n  panne{ ' o rd , .

S o n e  e x n e r i  e n c e s  a n d  h a r d s h i n . s  w e r e :  O n e  w i n t e r  t h e v  h a d  a
sno r i s to r r  t ha t  l as ted  a  l ong  t i : ne .  The : r  had  ne i the r  coa l  o r  wccd
to  sucn ly  the ' i i  t h ro r rgh  the  s to r r .  ?hey  b r : rne , j  t h : : ee  c i : a i r s  t o  keeo
warm.  The r  ' n r .  Z ' t t t e l son  to l k  a  sac '<  anC wa lkeJ  to  , ' r anna f  o rc1 ,  hac l
i t  f i l l e d  w i t h  c o e l  a n d . h e  c a r r i e r i  i t  w a y  h o n e  i n  t h e  s n r w s t o r , ' . .
A n o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  w h e n  h e  v i s i t e d  J a c k o i :  O l s o n .  A  s n o w s t c r ' 4 .
begen .  I re  s ta r ted  fo r  hone  a .nC go t  l os t .  I { e  ca ' re  to  a  s t raw  s tac l r ,
he  wen t  f u i . t he r  oD ,  wa lked  and  wa lkec i ,  t i l l  he  reach ,ec i  t he  s t raw
p i l e  a g a i n .  T h i  s  h e  d i C  t h r e e  t i ' r n e s ,  t h e  f o u r t h  t i n e  h e  r e a c h e r L
Jackoo  01son .  He  s tayed  t l ' e re  the  re , s t  c f  t he  " r i gh t  and  wen t  hone
the  nex t  de5 ' .

A n o t h e r  t i , r i e  h e  w a s  a t  ' { .  ( a l v i k t s ,  o n e  o f  h ' i  s  n e i E h b o r s .  T h i s
t i : n e  i t  w a s  a  d a r k  n i . g h t .  l l e  s t e r t e d  f o r  h r n e  a n d  l o s t  h i  s  w a y .
A f te r  ] : e  had -u : ' ; a l kec l  a -1cng  t i ne  he  ca . ,1e  to  a  hays tae r r .  r i e re  he
s toppeC and  ho l l e re '1  and  i : ! s  w i f  e  ca ,1e  l s i t h  a  l an te rn  and  he  r r , ra l i r ed
i n  t i r e  d . i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i g h t .

I {e  ' r sed  to  ope ra te  a  senara t r : r  o f  a  th res .  i nq  r i s .  an r l  he  ha . r c l l v
even  s lea t  i n  a  ba rn  o r  ho r : se .  Sone t imes  he  r vou l . I .  s3 -eep  i n  a  s t rew
s tack  a "nC f i nd  h i ' r r se l f  cove reC r ' r i t h  an  i . nch  o f  snow the  nex t  mcrn ing .
Somet i ' nes  he  'wo l r l . d  s leep  i n  a  g rana ry  and  separa t r r .

! { e  was  na r r i ed  i n  18 !1 :  t o  ' i i s .q  O lson  e t  Coopers tcwn .
l r r .  K i t t e l son r  s  C -escendar t s  a . re  Edw i  n  Ta i  t t ' 1  eenn  , - I {a .nna fo r4  ,

} : i ,  Dak .  ,
I{a,nna f rrC

T h e
i d .  D a k .

J o h n  K i t t e ' l  s o n ,  0 o o p e r s t o w n ,  l i .  D a k . ,  a n d  E r i l  T { i t t e ]  g o n
,  S .  D a k .
p resen t  ho 'ne  o f  l r r ' J i t t e r  son  i  s  s i x  n i l es  eas t  o f  i { anna fc rd .

-:-Tngvald. H.oo*
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