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The death of Mrs. Theotlore F. KeIr

lvi l l  bring to the minals of many of the
pioneers of Griggs county the personal-

ity of a woman whose life was a l iving

embodiment of gootl wil l and kind-heart-
edness toward those rMith whom she

mingled without ] 'egaral to ag:e or sta-

t10n.
Dr. anal Mrs. I(err were among the

first residents of Cooperstown. Their
home ['ad El, haven for ma,ny yeals, for

those who needed, in a new country, the

kind ministrations of a home, friends

ancl physician. Many are the recipients
rvho wil l gratefully testify to the un-

stinted hospitality, generosity and

friendliness of their ministrations in

those years.
"Aunt le  Ker r , "  as  she was lov ing ly

hnown by her fl. iends, who are legion,

wirs a wonran of the broadest human
synlpathies, actuated by a deep and gen-

Lrine interest in het fellow beings, lvho-

though bearing her own deep affl ictions
in  the  bravc  and nob le  sp i r i t  o f  s i lence,
was als'ays ready to share the burdens
and t r ia ls  o f  those lvho  sought  her  coun-
sel, or to lYhom she coul d minister'
IIany young nothers and home-makers
have called her blessed in recognition of

the helpful service she gave them both
in the care of their children and in the
dornestic realm. Many iudeed are those
lvhom she has "helped to l ive happier,
hea l th ie r  and saner " ' l i ves  by  means o f
her "wise counsjel and friendship." One
of these, her friends, alf lrms "her phil-

osophy o f  l i fe  and o f  da i l y  l i v ing  has
helped rne over many a rough path,

and I am bettel for having hnorvn her.
A book, her last gift, 'Thy l lod and ' lhy

Sta f f , '  Renson,  w i l l  a lways  be  one o f  my
dear  possess ions , "

Whi le  no t  so  sure  o f  jus t  how l i fe 's

ts rea tes t  p rob lems and i t s  most  v i ta l
j ssued are  to  be  so lved,  as  theo log ians
are, yet she believed that the hand of the
sul)rerne one, God, directs the affairs of
rnen and nations, anal is leading the
world to the ultimate goal of a divine
purpose. I ler rule of l i fe was the faith-
ful performance of the every-day tasks,
w i lh  a  v / i l l i ng  sp i r i t ,  as  the  serv ice
rvnich is the only reasonable part for
each individual to perforn. 'Ihough she
rrery rlot have defined it so, she re-
gartled l ife as an investment, an ad-
venture; a giv' ing of the best one has in
a cheerful and unselfish service. The
keynote  o f  her  l i fe  was.  use fu lness-

service, Perhaps her ffnest and most
enduring characteristic was her genius

for friendship. She was the embodi-
rnent of a true friend. She recog:nized
the diversity of personalit ies, anal the
strength of her friendship was able to
equalize or dispose of any alifference of
understanding or opinion which might
arise. She could close the door upon an
unruly difference and remain a true and
loyal friend sti l l . ' Ihe greatest achieve-
ment of her l i fe was undoubtedly the
incomputable wealth embodied in hosts
of friends.

A devoted lover of books, her mintl
was richly storeal with the world's best
thouaht a.nd ialeals, and she was always
eager to share the treasures of the best
l itcrature v,' i th her friends. Her letters
never fail to mention the books of her
present reading, and to g:ive discrimi-
nating comments upon them, Handicap-
ped by deaf ears, which she accepted
rvithout complaint-almost cheerfully,
she was genuinely thankful for the priv-

i lege and enjoyment afforaleal by read-
ing .  In  wr i t ing  o f  the  poss ib i l i t i es  open
to a reader in one of her latest letters,
she said: "If I were to select the choic-
est gift which fate has bestowed upon
me, it would be my liking for reading."
IIad she been asked for it this might
reosonably have been her partlng mes-
sage to a world so sadly steeped in ma-
terialism and so far from the home of
the soul-the ideal, the sprirt.

Mrs. Kerr was keenly alive to all the
vital concerns with which the world is
struggling today in a aleath grip amid a
ca tac lys ln  o l '  the  na t ions .

l ler mind had an international grasp,
and it clung to the highest and noblest
ideals for the lvorld's redemption from
the bliaht of exaggeratetl materialism
and the cruelty of its selfishness and
greed.

Those who knew her best, knov/, while
she d id  no t  long  fo r  death ,  tha t  the  sum-
nlons came as a release from a l ife of
heroic endeavor to perform a true sol-
dicr's part.

Eiiza Hil l I(err dietl in Portsmouth,
N. II,, Sept. 12, 1917, seventy years of

The writer knows no better tribute to
lay upon her bier or to inscribe upon
her headstone, in the name of her mul-
titude of frienals, than the fltt ing tit le-
"K1ndheart."

L. M. B. -:t/ii ,l L
Coopcrstown, N. D. I
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n1n lo{emoriam*

ik*** fnecr lora l" ' .  l terr .

the doath of t'ks. ti?.eodore F. ferr wi"]L bring; to tho mlnds of inany of the
ploneors of Griggt {Jounty the pors*nallty of a woman wtrose llfe rfias e llvlng
eurbodtraent *f gooo will ancl kirul-ncarbedness bowanl thoe o l,:itlr wirom ehe mlnglod
rvithout reg*rd. to age or etation.

J)3'. spg j;i.rs. Kerr rtrers ex$ong the flrr'* residentu 61' 0s6irergto$Elo 'Ihetr hdne
w&s a, haven for nuny ys&r$, -fur j.*loso lryl:o needed, ln & nsw oouutr"yp the klntt:nlnls*
-lrations of a ironen frlordc and nhysicj.an, lrtany are the reoiptents rnho wlll grata-
fuLly testi$r to 'blte unstintsal" hosi:italit-1i*, genorooity end frionrl,llnsss rf thelr
ninistret ione ln ' l :hoae }feefs oniruntie iferrr" aE sits r,ae lovingLy lmolr'n by ir*r friendsr li j i ' lo are le;g;i-oilr rn&6
e 'worn&n 'lf bho i:r'r:adest hurn&n strnnpethioe, rrctuated by a dsop and g,enr:":i'ne lirte rsst
ln irer fellor'r boinge , w[e-- thouglh bonring irer own tleop af;'l ioticns i.a tha brave and
rrobl-e sirirlt r:f silonoe, ?rss alvraye ready to share tho trurrlens arrd trtalo of thosq
Tttto sought her oounsel , otr tc v&orn she couLd minlster. i,la,ny young nobhore ancl horns*
rrakors havc oalled her bl.essed in roao6ni.tton of thtl helpftrL servioe nhe 6ave them
both in the' qg:'s of their ahildren and in the ciomesbi"* realir" ;rreny illd€ed aro thosc
wfiom sho hae il.helped to live happior, hoal.tirier anr,'. saner* llves by rnenns of rrernwi"€e counsel and fr iendship.tr  Crns of t l : roso, hor fr iends, aff i rx,a- " : ler phtr loeophy
of life anil of rlaily living hao ireLped. rus over neny e rough patir, arad I ar,r bettor
for iraving;lano'nn her. .A book, her last 11.lfbr 

tThy i'.e6 arxl ?ny staffrt l lenson, will
ekva;ro be ono ' r f  rny t lear poe sossiolrs.rr' l th i le 

nob se suro of 'Just i row l l fers greatost rrrotr lorns and t ts mont vt tat  ieeuod
sro to be eclvod, ae theulogtnna are, yot she bel loved t i rat  the hand of the supreino
one, tror- l r  t l i reotu ths affalrs oJ'nren and nat ions, and Le }eradlng tho world to tha
ultlmato lioal of a Clvlns puf,pog@r .:ior rulo of Ltfe uas tire faitlrf,uL performs,noe
sf tiro ovsrif-day tasks, wlth a ritl.l lng spirlt, ao the sorrloe wtrl.oh ie thcl onl.y
reaennnblo pa* for each lndlvtdual to performi. Pnou.gh ohe nay not have doflned
lt sor sher regardod lj-fo ae an invostnont, an advontun€, s. glvlng of tho best ona
haa ln a shecrrful end uneelflgh servLeon 'Iha ketrrnote of her l.ife was ueofuLnoss--
servlco. Par*raps. lor f inost and moet endurlng charactertst io was hor gen: l"uo for
frienship" lihe $as the embodfunernt of a tnro friend. $he reoognizod the dlvereity
, : f  personalt t lee, ard the etrongth of her fr lendshlp naa ablc to oquaLiae or dlepoee
of any differenoe of undorrtanding or oplnlon lrhioh rnlght ariso. $ho could olose
tlto door upon an trnnrly dlfferonoe and remni.n a true and loyal frlend sttll, Iho
groatos'l; aohiovsnrsnt of har Lifa was undoubtedly the irrsonr;utablo wealth em-bodted
in  nos ts  o f  f r i c ;nds .

A devoted lovor of booka, her ntnd wae rioirly storod vrlth tho worLdte best
thought arrd ideals ranci slxe was al'rays sager to share the trsaeure E of ths be *t lltcr-
ature wtth hor friendsr iler Le,ttors neyor fall to nentl,on t;ro booke uf irsn pre*ent
readlng" and to glve dlscrlminatlng comments upon thsm. *andlaapped by rleaf oarc,
whioh sho aooepted vrithout ccrnpl,alnt*-almost oheerf'ul"1y, she was gornrinel.y tirankf\rl
for tho nrlvilege anri onJoynrent afJ'srdod by readlng. in writlng of the poari"billtiea
opon to a reader in orrs of her latest ]et tsrs,  ehe saldr " I f  I  wore to soloct the
shoicost gi.ft v;nich fate has bestorued upon me, It would be my 1i.kln6 for nading*tr
iied ehe boen aaked for it bhts ntglrt reasonably have been her partlng :nosoago to e
world. so oadly steopeci in fistoriallsxx aucl so far from the hone of tho souL-*the ideaL,
the s pirlt o

i' irer Kerr wae keenly alive to alL the vital conoerns vrl.th whioh the worl.d ls
atnrgqling today ln a death grip amid a ontaolysn of the natLone.

iler mind had an lnterns.tionaL gra*pr and tt olung to the htghent and noblest
ideale for the vroridr s redenptlon fro:n the blight of exaggeratod rnaterlallsm end th6
cmelty of i.te eoll' irhnege affi grecd.

those wlro laiew her best, hnour, ul'rlls she diei not long for death, thet the flrnnons
o&mo as a reloago frcmr a life of horoie endoavor to perfonr s tnre soldlerts pertr

El. lza : i iL l  Kerr dlod in Portououthp N. i { . ,  Sept o LZr lgl?,  oevonty yoars of ago.'Ihe writer knEws no better trtbute to lay upen her bier or to lnocrlbe upen har
headstone,in tha name of her rrirl.titude cf frlends, than tne flttlng titlo*-,tKindheent,n

t .  M .  B "  ( M r s .  J .  N .  B r o u n r )
eooperotowal N, I).


