
Blography of l lelge Larson

The name of the ploneer 1s Helge tsraad.eu Larson. He wa.s born 1n
the year 1838, mcnth of  August,  day,  16. 1n Nof,  Ha111ngdal,  Nor"way.
The ploneer left home to seek a better advantages. The reason why the
ploneer came to North Ds.kota- lnetead of some other state was beca.use
there were better prospects to make a head.way.

fhe erperlences of trlns fron home to North Dakots, They drove
wlth oxen and covered. wagon from Granlte Falls, i ' i i lnnesota, to hls
homestead.. It took about two and a ha"lf weeks to cover that d-lstance.
The date when the ploneer came to North Da.kota was 1n June, 1881. The
early experlences .of ploneer d_ays of how they took up land ln $verd.rup
Townshlp, sectlon/, ZS. The bu1id.1ng of placb was a d"ugout and. the
stove stood. outslde ln the open. They took the wagon box for a bed..
But they later bul1t a" 1og house a,nd, me.d.e 1t both warm and plenty of
room. The nearest town was Valley Clty and. I{ope. fhey bought flour
ln Velley Clty a.nd. Hope, The nea-rest nelghbors nere Jqhn Atchlson,
W. I l lubben, Nels Her lgstad, O1e l ia-gen, Iver Thompson, Alex Sandere, and
Sander Sand.erson.

The early farra rnachlnerJl was a tea.m and. a yoke of oxen, a h&rvester,
harrow, and. a walklng p1ow. The early crops fi/./ were ten a"creg of
wheat and. a few crops of  oats.  But 1t  d. ld"nr t  get  threshed t111 Chrtstmas
arnongst the snow and. cold..

The fuel was gotten along the rtver and" on the horaesteail there wa.s
a  l o t  o f  t l m b e r ,  t o o .

The hardshlps and experlences were many hard snowstorms and pralrle
flres. once there came a flre and. burned. d.own a graln shed.

Helge Larson was marr led.  to Bergl th,  Halvors datter,  Brand.el le 1n
Norway who dled on January 8, 1906, and. Helge La.rson dled. on February
14r 1915 and. was bur led.  on the Ness Cemetery near the Ness Lutheran
Church east of Cooperstown. They both 11ved here untl l thelr d.ea,th
and had. a nod"ern horne establlshed. on what was once a wllderness, after
many years of harshlp and 1a.bor.

There lvere three ch11d"ren born to thls unlon: Barbara, Louls, and
Henry Larson. Louls d.led. 1n Ja.nua-ry 1919 on hls farn ad.Jolnlng this
honestead..
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1{-e11ingda,1. ,  i rTorr ,vay.  The p ioneer  le f t  home tc  seek a bet ter  ad.vaniage.
Tl ie  rea.Son 1,0/hv thp n i  nnen? CAi{e tO } lOr th Da' rOte instead-  Of  go: ]e  .Other
state was lec l "se" t -nu i " " ie"u bet ter  pros,oects  to  , r : r l te  a.  i :ea.C-rva-1r .

The  expe r iences  o f  t r i i : s  f ro :n  hone  t c  l l o r th  Da lco ta , .  Th€J :  C rcve
' .v i th  oxen r - .nd covered.  wagcn f ro ' l  Sra.n l te  Fa11s,  l , l inneeotp^,  to  h is
ho :nes teaC.  I t  t ook  abcu i  two  and .  a  i : a1 f  vsee l : s  t , :  cove r  t ha t  c l i s tance .
T i i e ' . i - e t e ' r i h e : :  t i t e  p i o n e e r ' ; s . : r €  t c  l : i c r t h  l a l i o t a . ; r a s  i n  J u r e  1 e 8 1 .  T h e
ea.r11,t experiences of picneer ,: ial/s Lci ' ,r  ih€lr '  took u1-r 1*:,U in $rrerc.ru.p
Torvnr i : i i r ,  Sect ion 23.  T i :e  i : r r i ld i - :1 .1 of  p lace wi . i . *q  a-  dr . r t rout  an,^ ' .  the s torre
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ur r . ,J  rc :  . /ur  . r , r  j .1 t  a .  1-O;3 l ic r1g.3 and.  'na: r  e  i  t  both r ia- f ' r  and p lentv  c f  ror ' t .
The nearest  towr.  r {ae r ia1 l "ey 0 i t r r  ar , , l  i {o1:e.  Thetr  borr i ih t  f lo , - : . r  j -n  Vn11e. , , r
C it1' _qnd - i icpe . ?he neare rt i lei -ni lcr s ., , ' r-ere John- .Atcni son , ",.1. I( l l rbbJn,
lTe l s  i i e r j  3s t i : d ,  o1e  ua " : ' en ,  I ve r  Tnc  rpscn ,  A lex  !a .n^ 'e  r s ,  rn r r  gan , . i e r
S a n : l  e : s o n .

T1:e early f e rr :np chi.. nerl./ r.ra rj e. t ea,'-.1 arrj
har:rci i ,  f , .n,,r a 'Jr" i ,  11_'- i  nr: T:1o,' : .  ! Ie earl ' ,r  crops
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The fu .e1 i ' , ' t : is  to t ten a1:n; :  tnc r i r rer  in^
Y / a s  l o t e  c f  t i ' n b e r  t o o .

Th e hard sn ips e- .n  ex j ter i  e t l tc :  s  f /ere '1ar1/  l :ar '1  snc ' , is tcr l tg  i rnA sc 'ne
p ra i i i e  f j - r e " .  Once  tn6y9  ca ' re  a  f i r e  a i l l  i ) l t : r t - - . 1  , : r "o ' ; i n  a  g ra , i  n  s l : e l .
1 ' .e1, - .e  L i . t  son wi : ,  s  'narr i  eC t r  3er ; : -  th  ,  F ler . " , ror  s  c i .a t ter ,  Bra ' r1 ie i - i  e  in
l ior ' ;a , ] r  whl  d . iec1 on J f ,nu: . . r r , r  8 ,  19C6,  and I le l : -e  L l rson Cied orr "  Febrr . ) -ar \ r
L 4 ,  1 9 1 5 . : ; l C  v l e r e  n r t r i e : l  o n  t h e ' : I e * . s  C e ' l e t e r y  n e a r  t h e  I ' e s s  i , r : t t : ; r a n
Chtr rc .n eest  o f  Coopetsfg l ' r ' r r .  The:"coth l i r r :c i  l iere t i -1- '1  t : re i r  r ieat l .  anC,
h a l  a . ' i o c e r n  h . o l e  i r t a b l i - c h e , j  , ) n  r , , , . i r a t , , n r a s , f n c e  a  r v i l d  n i - e c e  o f  t a n d
a f te r ' i 1  aa r t r  l r ea l " s  c f  l - i '  r - 1  rh i r ,  a * " ' l  l abo r

There  l ' , I e re  t - l r ee  g1^ {  1  -1 *an  . i r o rn  to  th i -  s  r rn ion :  Ee rba ra ,  Lou is ,
and  ! : l en r : '  l a r son .  Lo . ' r i - q  r i . { _ed  i n  Jan r ra r : /  1 . , 1p  rn  h i  s  f . . r n  a rL jo in in i :
h i  s  h o n e s t e a C .
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-{lnu nl.}n€ of t l 're plone;r ls 1{elqe Brperieu Lareon. !he-f*€{*€€ip ?rag
born in th* yeft"v 1.8S$, ruonth ilf Aua.rrrs"L, d*]r, 1$. *Sww;bCIrn tn fl*f,

"l{a.11lngd.al, l{orwey, The pl*ns*r }eft hor'rle t ' t- seek e" or*tt€r adven-
tegee. T]:e r*aei:n vihy 'blie plone*r earas to ifcrtir i)*kotCI irrste*"d 'rf

- *ofie ether state was bscnuse therp 'r;sf* bett*r Fry$spssts to _r"tak* n
lSladeuv

ff i f ie elrpexienoes *f  t r i t *  f roa i " lorue t i :  i , lcr th Snkot*.  fhey Srove with
-'--7 oxen *,nd c*vered #&$oil. frem Sr*nlte $'alle, $innesots,to hl"n hor:reetee.d

I t  too l r " * ibont  two and *  hn l f  v " reskm ts  cov* r ' thn t  d ls tance.  The e t * te'  rq i ren bi te ploneer csi l is  to l {o4tn iJak*tn $es in Jrrner}Sf i } .  ,The eur}y
,  er(pext*nces of  p loneer. f layshorv thelr  t*ok rrp lsnr l  ln Sverdrr ip ' Iown-

*hipr l iectlon 23. f lre buildlng af plece sr,:"s a dugout nn<l t ire stovs
stood outstde in the op€o; ' fhe.v tocic the vrngon box f 'or  s bed. $ut
they l*ter builb n. log hcuee sn{i. $$rle Xt both wf;r.trrr} r.r.nc5. p}enty' of 

'

!ocm. I 'he nearest toirn wae Yalley fi i ty *rrd l lope, They b*ug;.ht fJ"our
ln V*.11*.y f t ty a,nd :{ope. . ' fne nenrest .  nslr thbors sero John 4tchXson,
i ! .  Klu"bben, Neln i ter iE;* t l lb.n 01e l ingenn [ .ver Tho,r ip*onr -A.1ex 

$andera,
g i i d  Sanr le r  Senderson .

, , { f  t 'he ear ly  far ,u  rne,ch lnery ws.s n tea i l  *nr :'  
hn, r rovr ,  a i i r i  a  welk lng p lo l .v .  fhe ear ly .
anil  a f ett cropg of 
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&rrof i f rs t  ihe snoH nnd COIC. . '
- f f tne fuet was gotten a]ong t lre r lvex i : ir id

J ,o ts  o f  t inober  t ' )o ,
ffne hards;ripc i;nd experiencsn Trere (,[rr]f hnrcl enowqtorrne and sCIs&6

pre. i r ie f i red 0nce tb*re oe. i f le a f l re * i : rJ butrn*d down r  graln shed.,
. ; l l e lge  Larson wae asr r i . s t i .  to  Serg l th ,  L {n lvors  dn t tc r ,  $ ronc ie l ie  Ln-fr.J\iorv;'ey who <ile{ or1 1-ainuary S, 19CI{i, ;r, ici i{e};,e Lrs.r'soti r l led on F'ebtru*

exy 14, 1915 a.rrd #db tur ied.  or ' : .  b l ie i .es$ Ce,netery neer the $es$
L u t i t e r a n  C h u r c i :  e a e t  o f  C o o u e r s t o v n .  T n e v  i ; * t h  l t v e d  h e r e  t 1 1 1  t l ; e l f
deebh ui id had s.  ruodern hoi*e establ i* ' l ied on -r i i ie, t  w6s ol lce:r  wi ld nieoo

. .s f  l i ; ruc l  a f tSr  ineny 'ye* rs  o t  ha" rdeh lp  ; lna  labor ,
-4 ' i  I ' rere r{ere ;hre* chl ldren born i ,o th ls unionr f i * rba,rr :  r  l .oui$r rnd

I le[ry Lu.rsot ' l .  L i :u in died l r i .Jno$rr t ]  1$]S o} i  h is far in n.ajoinl l ig . t r : tv,
] ro*:e ste ad.

*  $ o k e  o f  o x e n ,  *  h a r v e s t e r ,
c rcps  wa6 ten  acres  o f  whe*r t
.  Ss t  th reehed t t l l  Chr ie t i r ras

Dn the  ho ineetea{1  t i re re  sso


