
Blography of Janes And.rew Sc0ulloch
--Gordon IJcCul loch

Jarnes .4.  Mc0ul loch wae born Apr l l .21,  1869 near Ft .  I - {anys, Ontar lo,Canad.a- He llved. wlth hls panents ln that communlty f or ifre" i ir*{ tnelveyears of  h ls l t fe.  Dur lng thrs t lme he spent fLve lhort  terus 1n school .

After hls twelfth blrthd.ay the Mc0ulloch famtly moved. to a fanm neans-anborn, North Dakota. fhey rbmalned there for thrb* y"""r 
-"n[ 

i"" 
-t-*-

, f '  sshool  were at tended ly hrn there.  He coul-d.  noi- [o to school  the lastyeer because he had to taiee-a ma"n.rs place on the fari l. rt was requlr.e6t" ' f  h ln to d ' r lve oxen on cmde machlnbry--a mants place then was a nlaceof drudgery 
i--- '--

${hen he was^f l f teen, hle father f1 led a c1alm that was located. onthe south bank of Lake Jbssle. - f!-"y moved. to thls place, tn lumber wegonsd.rawn by oxen. The lumber for ru{rhrn[' puryosiJ-*"5-ii"urea f"o*-sanoorn
ln the same method. I t  took-the largei  par i  of  the summer to get-moved
and. estabLi .shed. ln regular 1lv lng quir ters.

-  Belng the eldeet of  the s lx ch1ldren (and- they were farmlne on ala rge  sca le ) ,  he  was compel led  to  s tay  a t  home and. ' t ; ;a - th ; - f " . ; f ; . " '

"  At  thb age of  24 he boug'F!  a.  farm three nlLes south of  Lake Jesste.
$g^!r .oxe up the land. anci .  est ib l lshed" a hrrme.f  hLs own. 0n Novenber io- ,1905 he marr led.  Helen I i .  Rothert ,  a g1r1 of  that  nefgfrUortrooa.

In 1918 he had a sale of  h ls personal  property and travel led.  westwlth hle faml ly. .  The fol loylng ye;f  they c iure-bacl  and, set t led,  tn Fa"r .go,North Dakota.  fhey remalned. t l {e i .e for  f ive years.  In th;  J"" ing"of  i5t6,he and" hls fanl" ly returned. to thelr  farm near Jessle.

After he was sett led.  on the farm, he put two croDs ln.  fn the fa l l
\92!, he was lnJured. whl1e worklng wrtrr a tractJ*, 

-ii* 
rrJartfr" nugan tofal I  soon after the accld.ent.  fn*the fore pa,rt  oi  the summer of lsZA,-

ltg^y*t corapelled. to go to bed. where he remained untll hlJ a**tfrl January r,1927 .



Jsnce l. IcCol.loch

By 0.D.Furinton, Clerl and Hlstortan of 01d Ectt lers laeoclatlon.

Ja^unos t. l{c0ullochr 8oD of F.l. anil Eara}r tnn l{cGrlloch, rae born

at $t. l{ar?erPerth County Ontarlo Oanada. on lBrl l  aXr1869.

In X88C t .T.Xc0ul loch ,  nov6d s i th  h ie  fan l ly  to  Barnes County D.T.
Ilc recurgd a prcenption tso nllce rcgt of 8*nbora and llvcrl thcrc tro yoarc.

I ie thcn noved to Grtggo County, and rctt led at a horrostcad at Jcgslc takc,

rhort et that tlnc thcy had only tro or thrce ncl.ghbore rlthtn L? ulloc.

*r€TerfJamcE t. eayc) o lt the tlne wc gettlcd at Lakc JcEglc tc llvcd

for tcvaral yaars ln rlnglc boaril clalm lhackt, rough unplaned lunbcr at

that. lc dld not Lnow rhat a coal hcator tras. llany nlghts tn cold reathcr

rv6 rcr6 obltgcd to wcar caps to Lccp fron lreoltrg our carB. thcn thc

blirzards ca.na constdarable anor urcd to blow ln, but wc wore haElthy ar

bcarg. In ny tathcrlr fcrnl ly therc ware 3 boye and 2 glr lerl  bclng thc

o l d a g t .  I

Jancs A. Ic0ulloch wae aarrlod l fov 35th 1903 to lAlee l lslon Fothcrt,

and they rtth thelr tro sons,Foyel end Gordon, now l lvc on thcir taru

four and onc-balf ui lce Sf, of Jrgelo.



ttlltan llbsrt l{c0ulloch

By 0.D.Pur in tonrClork and His tor ian of  0Ld Sct t lErE lseoclat ion.

ft l l ian l lbert i lcCullocbr BoD of f. l .  snd Sarah AnnXc0ulloch raE bona

lug.15th 1.873 at $t.l{rnrys 0ntario Canada. Ile canre to Dakota ri'th bi's parenta

in 1880, located t lret for two ycars at Sanborn, then thcy ectt lcf on e

hon'estoad Ln ?yrol townohlp ncar LeLe Jeegic tn 1882. thcrs t l l I lan sorlci l

at houc r.utll 1889 vhan hc bought tho south half of 85*1,4?-59, and noved

onto lt ln 1902. He says,n I &oved frou ny old hous at Jcestc to ny tartt

and epeat thrce years as a bachalor funprovlng antl paytng for tt ,  ul ing

orsn aB ny worlr teen untt l  ln 1904, I rold thc oxcn and got horscg. r

Ho ras uarried on Juae ?8tir 1905 to trlce l(ary Tuttland {of Ottare

Post off lce, Grtgge County. He hac tgo chlldrcn :

I;conafif t  tonror , born June 3, 1906, and lrcac t.rborn Scpt Llr1907

Infomatlon furnlchod 1913
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l .  I Blognaphy of W. ?. Me0uLloch
lMay 51, 1926 --WaLlace !treCulloch

t !

t
. . : . - ' . '
i Mr. Janee Mc0ulloch tras the fether. of the plon€€r.
lMlss Montgoneny.

He narr.led.'

trl1l1an Tl:omae Me0ullooh was born Deoenber 1L, 1845 ln the Pnovlnce
of 0ntar1o, Canacla.

tanil was hlgh prlced. and he was poorr Bo he aaroe to Nonth Dakota
recause lt vas boonlng. He satse hene ln the year L880. fhat vlnten he
wonked. fon R. C. Cooper", teanlng between Sanbort and the Cooper Raneh,
also dolng oarpenter work. In the eprlng he trent lnto the cook ghack
andl actedi as cook. The second. wlnten he carpentened ln anil around $an-
born and bullt echool houses.

He bought a rellnqulshnent about two nlles wegt of Sanbonn andt llved
on lt fon tro yeans. A frane shanty ras bu1lt on to anothen ehanty whloh
was on the place. The ehsnty wae bullt of na1h"oad. tles. fhe bann was
bullt out of an old d.lgeariled nal].noad. bnlilge whtoh had" been acnoss take
Eokelson. Aften l-lvlng thene the two yearsr he took up a honesteail at
Lake Jesele ebout L885. the Lunber for the flnst house ras hauLecl fnon
Sanbornr aLso food. pnovlslons, eto. The oLosegt nelghbone were OLe
Thonn, E. t. Watne and ToLLof I 'weed.

The flnst tean wss a tean of oxen; then a tean of balky honges.
Ihe oxen anii honges rere d.rlven together untl l more hor.ees were raleed.
?he nachlneny conslsted of an elght-foot epnlng-tooth hanrow and a
bneaklng pLow. The flnst two on three yeers he iL1cl the seedllng by hand.
He med.e a box whlch heLd about one-half busheL and thle was heLd by a
stnap over hls head and ehouLder. Next he got a^n elght-foot broadcaet
seeden. Later he and l[n. Thonn got a wegon eeed.en whlch didl not prove
a  g u c c e g s .

The crops conelsted of bl-aek oater &ttd hard uheat vhleh ylelcled
about thlrty busheLs per acne. The prlce neeelvecl ranged from for:ty to
seventy-flve cente per bushel. The thneshlng was d.one wlth a tweLve
horse power naehlnE. By puttlng on nore horses the power traa lnereasedl
so genelra1Ly elghteen hor"see were put on. The eeparator was an Aul-tnan
Talor.1 thlrty-two lnoh cyLlnder and a thlrty-slx lnoh rea.r. Owlng to
the fact thet nachlnee were searee and the crops heavy, the threehlng
often contlnued. lnto the wlnten. One lnstanee was the threghlng for
thnee or foun d.ays wlth half the bundle racke on sl"elghe. The thr"eeheng
wene often oaught ln storng and. bllzzards. The experlenoes were very
rrnoomfontable. The fuel conelstecl of wood an0 noet of the ploneet's

.tt led. nean the woods.

Mr, Mc0ulloch nanr.led Mles $anah Ann Sanebonn at gt. Manys, Perth
County, Ontarlor Canada.

othen 8x12 feet. Thle wae bulLt of comnon trelve lneh nough Luuber,
boand.ed up and d.own. I?re board.s ehrank conelcterebly, leavlng Lange
or:aokg. Mrs. W. T. Me0ulloeh pasted rags over the cnaekg ln ordLen to
keep out- the snot ancl cold. James, belng the oldest ln the fan1li, ne-
celved the duty of bu1ld1ng the flre ln the nornlngs. He had to 66
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Blograplry 8t t. f. He$ulloetr
--f,allace He0ullseh

eancful la gettlng out sf bEd. ln stonay r6ather" to avold etepplng lnto
snotr banks, fa eoldL reather the boys f,orc tbelr" eatrtg to kaep thoh" oa?s
fnorn fneezlng. llrey 1lved ln thie elunty fnon tbe eprlng of 1885 untll
the fall of 1895 eften rbloh the bn!.oh houee rae bullt.

trs. f. B, Me6ullsob dlleil January 16, 1908. Hlt. Ho0ul1oeh aar:nle*'
agaln. I{o etleel ln 1994 ancl ras bunleel at Gooperstorn.

Sboae of tbe fanlly llvlng elrol

Nr. Ja"neg Ar lloOullochr Jess!.e, $onth Dakota
Hrg' Ellraboth Pratt, coopcretorn' Hortb Dakota
Un. t. A. He0ulloch, Coopcnetornr !trorth Dahota
Xr. Grahan SoeulLoob, Jessler Honth Dakota
lfirs. J. B. Ball.ey, Bengough, 8aEk. Canad'a.

Ut:. Sornan Hc0ullooh--Deceqsacl
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Blography of Vlctor h{e.gnuson
--Hazel I ' lagnuson

The names of the parents of the ploneer are Magnus Ellason and. Bengta
BJornson. Name of ploneer ls Vletor Magnuson. He was born ln Swed.en,
August 20, 1882r &od Left hls old horne to see the country and. nake a better
home. He came to North Dalota because 1t  was better land to ralse crops
on and. more machlnery.

It took three and. a half weeks on the trlp from hls old" hone to N.
te.k. , a.nd. he ca.me to N. Dak. the 6 of June, 1902. At f lrst when he eame
here lt looked. funny towards what lt looked where he came fron. I{e took
land. 1n 1904 ln townehlp 148, range 61. The flrst house bul1t was e. frame
house.

Nothlng of  any speclal  lnterest  haopened. dur lng h1s tr lps to town.' lhe near nelghbors were O11ver Johnson, Ben Conant.

The ea.rly fa.rm machlnery was the dr111, blnd"er, d.lsc, harrow, p1ow,
a,nd he had two teams. The ear ly crops ralsed. were wheat,  f1ax,  oats.
The fuel of early d.ays was coal and wood and. was gotten ln town.

He was marr led.  to Annle Tufte on Apr1l  12,  190?, &t Cooper.stown.

The present home ls one farm 5 ml les f rom iv loge.

The d"escend"ants of the ploneer are Mabel triagnuson, fd.a l, lagnuson,
Florence Magnuson, Hazel- Magnuson, all 1lv1ng at-hone.
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Blography of Edward &l1ehae11s
--Walter }l i lcha.e1ls

The plone
hI1chae11s.

rr whose blography f have chosen to wrlte ls ldr. Ed.ward.

Iolr. Ed.werd. t ' I lchaells w&s born Septenber twelfth 1842, &t Gellenfeld.e
by Frleleberg 1n d.er Neumark Reglrungs bezlrk Frankl'urt ln Sermany.
Due to the hard tfunes he had ln Gerroany he came to the new world to
seek  a  be t te r  l l v lng  ln  186p.

He had some relat lves at  Val ]ey Cl ty and. ln correspondlng about
Dakota terr l tory decld.ed. to come to the ro1l1ng pralr les to nake hts
new hone. When Mr. I l i leha.e1ls ca.me the twenty second day of ivlarch to
Val ley C1ty,  whlch had. been cal led Northlngton, there was so much snow
around the bulldlngs that they ha"d to s1t d.own on the large snowbanks
and. s} lde ln ord.er to get down to the door.  Later on 1t  6egan to tha.w
a.nd. lots of  water accumulated, and. f lnal ly the 1ce blocked" up ln the
Sheyenne Rlver and. 1t ca.used" a fIood., 8o that the whole town rvas und.er
water. He bought an ox team a,nd pa1d. three hund.red. and. twenty flve
d-ollars for four and one hund.red and tweniy elght dollars for two cows.
h{r .  tu i1chael1s then lef t  Val ley Cl ty for  Gr lggs County but when they
ca.me to Dennlng srosslng on Bald" H111 Creek they could not cross,  the
currelt belng so strong a.nd. the creek so d.eep and. wld.e, so they unload.ed.
what lumber they had and" went to Valley C1ty. They stayed. for f lve
days and. trled agaln but could. not get through then eltlrer. The thlrd
tlme they went by Dazey toward"s what 1s Hannaford. riow and the Northern
Pacl f lc  sect lon house by Jack Ml l ls  a,n<l  reached. the ploneers homestee.d.
wl th very l i t t le t rouble ln a short  t l rne.  lVIr .  I l1 lchabl ls hlred. a sur*
veyor to measure hls 1and. whlch wa.s Southeast *L of  sect lon 8,  townshlp
L45, and. ra-nge 59. The next thlng was to put up a house and ln ord.er
to do that he had. to get lumber.  He started. 1n the nornlng wlth four
oxen to Va, l1ey Cl ty to get some lumber for  a cIa1m shenty iourteen by
slxteen. He wanted. to move h1s fem1ly up to the homesteld. ,  before tLe
cold.  weather set  ln,  Before he could get read.y l t  beeame 61oud.y and.
Pl.""t -Iooklng the northwest a.nd, some one se.1d tfrey mlght have a-bilzzard.t t0h ,  l t  0anr t  be ,  t t  he  sa ld" ,  fo r  l t  was  by  th ls  t lme the  n lne teenth  o f
LIay.  He drove d.own to the ve. l ley to get some seed. potatoes at  three
dollars and" flfty cents a bushel. lthen he started. back from town the
storn was so J ' lerce that he coul"d.  not  go along std.e of  h1s oxen for
large gravel  stones f lew 1n h1s face. 

-He 
had-to h1d.e hlmsel f  behlnd the

wa-gon and. 1et- the oxen go. When he came to the'olace where he stopped.
1t  was so co1d. and. such a bl- lzzard- as he ha-d.  never seen 1n al l  hts*1t fe.

Soon he began to make prepa.rat lons for  p1ant1ng. He struck out a
plece of  land. three fourths m1les long to break for-1885 crop. He bad
four good. oxen and e- good. slxteen lncfi D1ow. He mad"e elght 

-round.s 
before

breakf ast, 1et the oxen f eed., then elght round.s bef'ore dlnner and. elght
rounds af ter  d. lnner,  that  mad.e th l r ty s lx ml les a day. After brea.kl i lg
twenty acres,  he had to bul ld-  a ba.rn.  Sod was the mater la l  used" at
that t lme for ba.rne. He bul1t a ba-rn Zoxs} feet. sod" was used" as
brlck and sa.nd was the mortor. Crutches brought frora the Sheyenne Rlver
were put ln the eenter to hoId. up the roof whlch was made by puttlng
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Blography of Edward 3,{1chae11s
--Wa. l ter  Si lchael ls

poles across a-nd. brush on top of the poIes. The sha-nty was soct up to
the wlndow. ft looked. 1lke a- fortress. When there was a real hala
bl1zzard. sometlmes the wlndows would block up wlth snow and" they could.
not tell whether lt was day or nlght untl1 they shoveled. thelr way out
$oors.  They kept a shovel  ln the 

-house 
every nlght 1n case they shouta

$r l f !  1n they could work thelr  way out.  The doors had to swlng to the
lnslde always. One mornlng the ploneer opened the d.oor and 1t-was al l
d-r l f ted.  1n. l {e had to shovel  the snow e.11 lnto the shanty t111 he got
a hole out and then shovel 1t all out age.ln 1n ord.er to g';t out. T6e
barns most genera.l ly had. a hole on the iop for them to ciawl 1n for 1t
of ten t tmes l f fas lmposslble to get by the hoor,  Feed. was kept lnslde the
barn.  Blnder twlne was stretcf ied" bbtween house and. barn to Eulde them
to and. f ro 1n storms. Wlnter set  ln ear ly 1n October,  18BZ; provlelons
were la ld.  for  the wlnter f rom Va11ey C1ty.  The wlnter ws-s extremely
severe. The wlnd. blew hard, every de.y most genera.Il-y three d.a.ys frorn
northwest and - f or a. cha-nge from the southea.st f or three d.ays. ft was
so coId" somet l rnes s lxty degrees below zeTo. Every na1I tnstae the shanty
had a head of  lce formed. t [e s lze of  a s l lver dol iar  much thlcker 1n
the center than the outer ed.ge. Durlng tiee nlght when the flre was out
everythlng froze ha.rd on the-wa.Il a.nd cellftgg i lhen the flre was started
ln the mornlng 1t began to thau' a,nd made the-f'Ioor uet, d.r1pp1ng from
the ce l l lng .

Water lng the catt le d,ur lng the wlnter r t res rather a hard task the
water had to be pul led up out of  the wel l  ln buckets.  $tandlng at  the
well was not so basy on b.ccount of the cold. and. storm 1n the 

"I*iy 
part

of  the wlnter but he hed" to change hls method. when the stoek went-  tb
drlnk they froze thelr noses whlte a.nd. ran sha.klng to the barn from the
cold. .

. Thg long wlnter kept s"11 folks a.t home. iriot belng prepa.red for
such- a long hard wlnter the ploneer famlly ra.n out of itbur and food..
By thls tlme Cooperstown had been bullt up. trl lr. Ir, i lche-e1ls wanted. to
go to town every d.ay but lt was so stormy a1L the whlle tha_t lt we.s
lmposslble for  h1m to get there.

The fuel  they used was wood. When they v,rere short  of  wood. they
used- flve foot long slough he-y. i\,Ir, Idlchaells took bund.les lnto the
shack a-t nlght, went to work and twlsted" 1t by hand lnto a, solld. chunk
and plled these up a"nd. put then ln the stove as they were need.ed. Others
took straw and _screenlng. When they cene to town thelr clothlng had. a
:eculla.r odor from screenlng. When they he.d. a- d.ay of forty be1Sw 

-zero
'-chey would.  say 1t  wa.s a r tn6 day. of  ten t lmes the chlmneyi  would f reeze
up a.nd' the l lgn1te eoot would run d.own from the chlnney onto the roof
and lnto thelr  wlndows when 1t  tha.wed. a.  11t t le dur lng lone days.

_ -  -The ploneer te1ls of  i r , t r .  R. C. Cooperrs wheat caraverrs 1n the fa11
of 188U- Early ln tl ie mornlng one coulb hear the rumbling of we.gon
wheels and mule tee.ms. There-would" be a str lng of  loa,d-s is {  raF-Ls
he could' see ahead. of tsheat hea.ded. for Sanborn. Mr. Cooper belng themost promlnent raan 1n the vlelnlty wa.s the man for rvhom Cooperstdwn *as
named.
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Blography of Edward Mlchaells
--Wa.lter &i1chaells

The flrst crop ralsed. 1n 1885 was a poor one. It d.1d not raln
tl lL the thlrd. de-y of July and the wheat looked- very poor.

l larvest wes very late ln $eptember. The ploneer cut hls wheat ln
October and. threshed. ln November. lf l trea.t was forty cents a bushel,
There were not very many threshlng nachlnes. The graln was run lnto
one half bushel and put ln sacks then loaded" on th.e wagons. ft took
three men to d.o thet. Ther.e were no gra.1n tanke a-t th;t t1me.

That summer the ral l road. t rack we-s bul l t  as far  as Cooperstown.
Then thelr ma1l was brought up by traln.

lfhen Mr. M1ehae116 came to Dakote" there was an e,bund.ence of buffalo
bones laylng on the pra.1r1e. People rrylth d.ouble wagon box plcked. the
bones, then brought them to Cooperstown and sold them at ten aottars a
ton. The buffe- lo paths were also ng.merous.

There was lots of  good" ga-me. Large whlte cranes, a beaut l fu l  b l rd. ,
and also the $re.y crane, sone swansr &oc1 wl ld geese by the thousand.,
of  var lous colors,  graxr whl ter  and. black.  rn spr lng when they ca,me
from the south they would 11ght on the f1e1d.s and. coier at t lmirs a, whole
quar te r  sec t lon .  The geese were  ha , rd .  on  the  peop lers  c rops .  They
plcked._up the seed" a.nd ate the young plant also.  Pralr le chlekens were
plent l fu l .  There were also any num6er of  song blrds,  a good. nna.ny of
whlch have beeome ext lnct .  One da.y a.bout one otelock tv i r ;  Utcfraei ts saw
three nlce d.eer comlng up the road. al though deer were scarce even ln
the ear ly e1ght1es. fhere lots of  wolves and. foxes.

The court house for Grlggs County wa.s bullt 1n the summer of 1884.
The mater la l  see brought up 6t  tea,ms, a good" part  of  l t  ln the wlnter
by s le lgh ln 1886-tgg7.

tr l r .  &i lchae11s was marr led at  Egensv1l1e, Onter lo,  Cana.d.a 1n 1868
to &l1ss Bertha" 6rave. The oloneer is st l l I  l lv lng and. has slx chl ld.ren
who are all marrled". They are Herman J. &l1chae11;, Xannaford., N. Da.k.,
itdrs. Luther Rowly, Da.vld.son, Ss.ska.tch€wan, Canada., Mrs. if l l11la.m Trost,
Jess le ,  N.  Da.k . ,  fu l rs .  George s tevens ,  coopers town,  N.  De*k . ,  u : :nes t
i l i l lchaells, Hannaford", N. Dak. and Paul &l1chael1B, Ha-nnaford, : i ld. Dak.
The decea.sed. are the ploneerrs w1fe,  MrB. Ed"ward- Mlcha.el ls s.nd. two
d.aughters, Mlss ivla,thllds Mlchaerls, and. Mrs. Iu{artha Huse1.

&lr. Ed-ward. i[ lchaells 1s at present elghty flve yeers of age and
EI1I I  act lve,  dr lves hls ca-r  end enJoys l1 ie.  He has a.  bea,ut l fu l  hone
on Lenham Avenue and rwel f th $treet,  cooperstown, N. pak.
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FIOYEER BI OGRAP:'Y
,Tdward i,{ ichaeli  s

?he  p ioneer  r shose  b iog raph t ' I  have  chosen  to  e ' r i t e  i s  I , 1 r .  Edwarc i
l , { i  chae l i  s .

l r r .  Edwe , rd  l , l i chae l - i s  wes  bo rn  Sep tenber  twe l f t h ,  1842  a t
Gei lenfe lCe by Fr ic leberg in  der  iTer : .nar1r  Regi rungs bezi rk  Fra.nkf r - : r t
in  Ge: :nan1r .  Dr te to  the harr l  t imes i .e  herd in  Gernan:r  he earne to  the
new wor ld  to  seek  e  be t te r  l i v i ng  i n  18 .4? . .

I {e  had  sone  re la t i ves  a t  \ ra l ' l  e : r  C i t l t  anC i  n  co r resaond i  ng  abo r r t
Dako ta  te r r i t o r l r  dee i  r ! ed  to  coue  to  the  ro l l i n r . :  p ra i r i es  to  r r rake  h i s
new hc "ne .  l f hen ' r r r .  t r i . chae l i s  ea ' . "1e  the  twen ty  seconc  cay  o f  ' " a rch  to
Ve l l e ] r  C1 ty ,  wh ich  h , r r l  been  ca11ed  } l o r t r i nc ton ,  t he re  ' . r as  so  :nuch
snow a rcund  the  b r r i l d i n r r s  t he t  1 [ sy  had  to  s i t  down  on  the  l a rge
s n c w b a n h s  a n d  s l i C e  i n  6 r C e r  t c . q e t  d o w n  t o  t h e  d o o r .  L a t e r  o n  i t
be ; :a .n  to  thaw and  l o t .q  c f  wa te r  accu ' , i r u la ted  and  f i na l l y  t he  i ee
b l o c k e d .  u p  i n  t r e  S h e y e n n e  H . j v e r  a n d  i t  c a i r s e d  a  f 1 o , r d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e
who le  town  was  un , l e r  wa te r .  He  bcugh t  an  cx  tean  a ' rC  pa jd  th ree
htrndred and twenty f irre dolla.rs for four and cne hr.:ndred anci. t l ' renty
d o l l a r s  f  a r  t w o  c o w s .  r 1 r .  l f i ' c h : ; e l i s  t h e n  l e f t  l / a 1 l e y  C i t y  f o r  g r i  g g s
Coun ty  bu t  w } :en  t i ey  ce r re  to  Denn inE  c ross in f ;  on  Ba lC  H i l l  C ree l<
t l , e "  cou ld  no t  c ross ,  t l i e  c r r r ren t  be lng  so  s t ron ; ,  a , "d  the  c ree l<  , so
deep anr l  wi r ie ,  so the l r  r rn loadeC wt . :a t  l r - r .mber  they hacl  anc1 went  to
V a . l l e v  C i t y .  ? h e 1 '  s t a y e d  f o r  f i v e ' 1 a 1 r s  a n d  t r i . e d  a g a i n  b r r t  c o u l - d
no t  s re t th ro r rgh  then  e i t t t e r .  The  th l rd  t i ' ne  the r , 'wen t  bv  Dazev  towarc l s
wha t  i s  l l anna fo rd  ncw and  the  l l o r the rn  Fac i f i c  sec t i cn  house  b l r  Jac r '
l { i 11s  and  reached .  t he  p ioneers  hones tead  v r l t h  r re ry  1 i . t t l e  t ro r tb le
in  a shor t  t i "ne.  ' f r - .  i l ic t rne l j .  s  h i rer i  a  sr -1rr , 'eJ, /or  tc  neas. , : re  h l  s  la .nc l
wh i  c i . i  was  Sor :1hu . .4  I  o f  sec t  j .  on  I  ,  t ownsh ip  145 ,  and  range  Sg .  The
nex t  t h , rng  was  to  p r r t ' L l p  p .  houee  and  1n  o rde r  t o  r Jo  tha t  ne  had .  t c
Ae t  l i t r i t r e r .  He  s ta r teC  in  the  ' r c rn in5  w i th  fou r  oxen  to  r / a l I e : r  C i t : r
t o  g e t  s o l e  l u n c e r  f o r  a .  c l a i ' r  s h a n t r  f o u r t e e n  b - r ' s i x t e e n .  r i e  t r i a n t e C
to  nove  h i s  f a :n i l y  up  to  t l i e  homes tea .d  be fo re  the  co lC  v , ' en the r  se t  j . n .
Se fo re  he  ccu ld  ge t  ready  i t  beca lqe  e lo . rd - ' r  end  b lack  l oo l r i nc  i n  t he
n o r t i r v l e s t  a n r l  s o n e  c n e  s a i C  t h e y  n i r h t  h a v e  e  b l - i z r a t d . .  " 1 6 ,  i t
c a n l t  D e r r r  h e  s a i d  f o r  ' t  . , - i a s  5 1 , /  t i ; i s  t i n e  t h e  n j n e t e e n t _ .  o f '  t f a . V .
I {e  d ro ' re  r l own  to  the  va l1ey  to  ge t  scne  seed  po ta t "es  a t  t h ree  ao l l e rs
and  f i f t : r  cen ts  a  b r t she l .  :T r ren  he  s ta r teC  back  f ron  to 'wn  the  s to rm
w B , s  s o  j i e r c e  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n , c t , g o  a l o n g  s i , 1 e  o f  h l s  o x e n  f o r  l a r E e
gra .ve l  s t cnes  f l ew  in  h j  e  f ace .  i { e  hac i  t o  l ' i r l s  h i rqse l f  oeh ind  the
i i ' /agon a-nt1 1et  the oxen go.  ' . f , ihen l re  cane tc  t r ,e  p lace wi :ere he s toppeC
i t  w a . $  s o  c o 1 d "  a n d  s r : c i '  a  b 1 i  z z a t C  a s  k e  h a C  n e ' " t b r  s e e ' 1  i n  a l l  n l  s "  i i f e .

Soon  he  begen  to  ' na ' re  Drepara t i " rns  f  c r  n lan t i  r g .  ' r e  s t rue ' '  o r r t
a  n i  ece  o f  l and  th ree  fo r - r . r t hs  n i l es  l ong  to  ' : r eak  -o r  188 -q  e rcD .  He
had  lou r  good  oxen  anc  a  good  s i x tee r " .  rnc . -  p low .  Ee  na r ie  e rgh t
roun i i . s  be lo re  fosgg i r fas t ;  l e t  t he  oxen  f  ee . r  f  r ^e r r  . i  e r - t  r o r rnc i s  be fo re
r i i n n e r  a n r i  e i g . n t  r o u n , l s ' a f  i e r  d i n n e r ,  t h ; ; ' " u . i I  

' t n i ? l y  
s i x  , i i r e s  a

c a Y .  A f t e r ' n i e a k i n g :  t n r e n f , y  a c r e s ,  n e  n r . t  t c  o r r i l r l  a ' b a r n .  S o d  w a e
t l re  na te r i a l  useC a t  t ha t  t i ne  fo r  b i . rn ,q .  He  b t i - i l t  a  ba rn  } { i r x1 t )  j : ee t .
So-d was r tse, l  as brrck and sa, r rd FJa.s the r ror tcr .  Cr : : tches l r rOr :g i : t
f r on  the  Sheyenne  R ive r  rge re  c r : t  i n  t he  cen te r  t o  ho ld  ' l r :  t he  roo f
wh ic i :  was  na r je  b r r ' nu t i i ng  po les  ac ross  anc  b r r r sh  on  top  o f  t he  pc1es .
The  shan tv  -wes  so r i  up  to  t j : e  w in .dcv r .  ] t  ] ookeC l i ke  a ' f o r t re - *s .  : ?hen
there Hras a real ,  har i i  b l izzard so"ret t ' ,xes the win{ows woul - ,1  b loc: i  r : r :
wl t f :  snor /  in . '  they could not  te11 whether  i t  was dar /  cr  n ie i r t  r :n t  i1
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Edvrard. ], , t icha el l_ s ( continued)

they  snove led  the i r  v l a . !  ou t  r l oo rs .  The t r  kep t  a  shove l  i n  t he  ho ' : se
everJr  n ight  in  ca.se they shor : ld  d. r i f t  in  they cor : l - ,J  v , 'ork  the l r  way
o ' t t .  The  doo rs  had  to  sv , I i nq  to  the  i ns i , i s  a lways .  One ,no rn ing  the
p ioneer  open .ed  tne  doo r  end  i t  wa ,g  a l l  , l r i f t ed  i n .  l { e  ha .c i  t o  Encve l
the  sncw a l l -  i n to  the  s i r rn t y  t i 1 l  he  t , o t  a  ho le  ou t  and  then  sho r re l
i t  a l l  o u t  a c a i n  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  o u t .  T ! : e  b r r n e l o s t  q ' e n e r a 1 1 y  h a r i ,
a  ho le  on  the  top  fo r  t he "n  to  c raw l  i n  ' . ' f r  i  t  n f  t en  t i r nes  was  i n -
p o s s i b l e  t o  a e t  b y  t h e  d p c r .  F e e d  w a s  t r e r t  i n s i c e  t h e  b a r n .  B l n d e r
twi .ne lqas s+retched between horrse and brrn to  gr1 i5,s  the: : r  to  an i l  f ro
i n  s t c r " n s .  T ' i - n t e r  * q e t  i n  e a r l y  i n  0 c t o b e : : 1 8 9 ? .  P r o v i s i o n s  w e r e  " l a J . d
f  or  the r " r in ter  f ' rom I Ia1 l -e: ,  Ci t : r .  ?he winter  1rya.s  ext re"nel_rr  severe.
The  w ind  b lew  ha rC  eve ry  Ce ' "  " roq t  g 'ene ra ] " l r r  t h ree  : l nvs  f ro rn  no r thwes t
and  fo r  a  chanEe  " r rom t i i e  sou thea* t - i ; ; - i n i "u " i i : I o . " ' ' T t  wa .s  so  co ld
sone t i l t l ee  s i x t : '  deg rees  be lo i v  ze ro .  Eve ry  na t l  l ns iCe  the  sha .n ty  6s6
a  hea .d  c f  i ce  f c r " red  t i : e  s i ze  o f  a .  s i l ve r  do l l a r  n ' r ch  th i c l ce r  i n  t he
een te r  t han  the  o i - r t e r  eCge .  D r : r i n€ :  t he  n iah t  when  the  f l r e  was  o r r ' l
eve ry th ing f roze  he r r i .  on  the  v ra l - l  ? -n r l  ce i " l i ng  when  the  f  i r e  was  s ta r ted
i n  t l e ' r o r n j n q  i t  b e q a n  t o  t h e l v  a n C . ' t a C . e  t h e  f l o o r  w e t  C r i n . ; . i n g  f r o r n
t h e  c e i l i ; r 6 .  

' - * Y

.  f f a te r i "nq  the  ca t t l e  d r l r i ng  w in te r  was  re the r  a  ha r r - l  t ask ,  t he
wa te r  haC t c  be  nu l Ied , rn  o i - i t  o f  t he  we l l  i n  b r - r cke ts .  $ tan rJ . l ng  a t
the  we l l  was  no t  so  eas l r  on  r ccoun t  o f  t he  co l c i  anC s to r l  i n  t ne  ea r l v
pa r t  o f  t he  w in te r  bu t  he  haC to  chanee  h i  s  " re tho , l  when  the  s tock
wen t  t o  d r i nk  they  f roze  the i r  noses  wh i te  and  ra .n  shak inq  to  the
barn  f ro rn  the  co ld

The  long  w in te r  kep t  a l l  f o l ks  a t  ho ,ne .  l l o t  ce ine  p repa red  f - r r
such  a  l ong  ha rC  w in te r  t he  p ioneer  fa . r i l y  ran  o r : t  o f  f l o ' r ' and  fooc j " .
By  th i s  t i r l e  Coopers to rvn  i : nd  been  b r : i  1 t  l l r : .  1 r r .  U i cnae l i s  wa .n ted  top jo to  town ever l r  c1av i . lu t  i t  v , res so s tcr r .n  a l l  the whi le  i l :a t  i t  r ,vas
i n r p o s s i b l e  1 ' o r  h i n  t o  ; r e t  t h e r e .

The fue l  they usecl  lvas wood.  , i i f ,en th"e1.r  l . r rere s i ror t  o f  woic l  the-r
u s e C  f  i v e  , * l o  - t  l o n r :  s l c r r l ' ;  h a y .  . ' r .  ' 1 i - c h a ; e I i s  t o c k  o , : n i 1 e s  i n t o  t h e
snack  a - t  n ieh t ,  wen t  t o  wor t  a rC  tw is te rL  i t  o r r  hand .  i n t c  a  so l i d
ehunle and p i led these up &nd pr .11 thenr  in  the s tove a_s the. , , ,  $ /ere
neeCed .  O the rs  toc r r  s t ra rv  anC sc reen ing .  - i ' hen  

tbe r r  haC a  day  o f
fo r t y  ne -1 -ow ze ro  the r r  wou lC  sa .y  i t  v res  J  f i ne  Cay .  C f ten  t i nnbs  the
ch innevs  wou ld  f reeze  r rp  and  the  l i gn l t e  soo t  wcu lC  run  down  f ron  the
ch i rnne l /  on  to  the  roo f  and  rn to  the i r  w in : i ows  when  i t  t ha rved  a  I i t t l e
r lur ing sone da""rs .

T l : e  p i  oneer  te l l -  g  o f  J , r r .  p . .  C .
fa l1  o f  18 r i? .  Ea r l v  i n  t he  nc rn ins
wagon wheels  a-nr j  ' , t r ) - le  tea: rs .  TherE
fa r  as  he  cou ld  see  aheaC o f  whea t
b e i n s  t h e  t r o s t  p r o n i n e r t  n a n  i n  t h e
C o o p e r s t o w n  w a s  n e n e d .

The  f i r s t  c rop  ra i sed  l n  1 t183  was  a  poo r  one .  I t  d j .C  no t  ra ln
t i l - l  t he  th i rd  ^a l r -  o f  Ju l y  and  the  whea . t  i o+ked  ve r r ' -Door .

I {arvest  was r rery  la te in  Septernber .  The p ionel r -  cr : t  h is  wh:r . t
i n  Oc tcbe r  and  th reshed  in  S iove rn .be r ,  i l hea t  was  fo r t l r  cen ts  a  b r : she l_ .
fhe re  l $e re  no t  ve ry  f l any  th resh ing  noch ines .  The . r ra jn  r . " ras  r r rn  i n to
one hal f  br - :she1 an.d pt t t -  in  sac l rs  Then lca.Jed on ine saqot ts .  I t  toor<
t h r e e  m e n  t o  d o  t h a t .  T h e r e  n e r e  n o  q r a i n  t a - : k s  a t  t h ; t  t i n e l

Tha t  . qu l i ne r  t he  ra i l r oad  t rack  ras  b r r i l t  as  fa r  as  0oopers town .
Then the i r  mai l -  lqas Dror :aht  ur  bv t : :a . in

T ' ' l : en  l ' L r .  ] { i cnae l i s  6u*u  1o  D"L r tu  the re  was  an  aoundance  o f

Cooper t  s  whea t  ca ravans  tn  t t r e
one could hear  the r ru i rb l ing of
w o u l d  b e  a  s _ ' r i n E  o f  l o a C s  e . s

heade, l  oor  $enborn.  1 , r r .  tooper
v ic ln i t - r r  was the 'nan for  whcrn



E d w a r d  f  i e h a e l i s  ( c o n t i - n u e  )

h ' t f ' ' a l o  bones  l av inE  on  the  a re i r i e .  Peoc le  ' s i t h  do r :b le  t vascn  boxes
n ic "ed  t . be  c tnes ,  iFen  l , r c ' r rh t  t he ' r  t o  Cconers to ' . rn  enC s11 '1  

' - t he 'n  
a t

ten  dO l lA rs  e  tOn .  The  r J , r f  , , .A1O pa ths  #e re  e l_so  n r - r_ tne ro r . t s .
The re  wa .s  l o t s  o f  eoo , l  qa re .  La r : -e  w i : i " t e  c re res .  s  . : ea ' r t i - f r 11

r : i r i  enC a l -S :  t he  r ra l , '  C ra re l  sC  e  .S : j i r i i *B :  An , l  t ' i i 1 r '  r eese  by  the
1 ' - a . r - s a n d ,  o f  v , ' . r i ? r : . s  c c l o r s ,  $ r n y ,  t n : h i t e  p : C - i : l - a c k .  I n  s p r i r : i  w h e n
t i :ey ca* ie  f  r ' r * l  the sorr th  tne,v  r r ror r ld  l ight  on the f1e1.1.s  an4 cover
e t  t i : r es  a  r . , i ' hc1e  q r iF r te r  sec t i on .  The  ; i ' e  ese  i f j e re  ne rd  on  the  ueop le rs
c r c D s .  T h e y  o i c k e d ' r p  t h e  s e e - l  e " C  a t e  t l e : r o r r n g  p l e n t  a 1 s o .  P r a i r i - e
ch i c  ren .g  ? fe re  l l en t i - . 11 .  ?ne re  f Je re  t l so  a " r . : , r  n r l l r l - r e r  c f  son f i  ' r i r * s ,
i ,  - oo i l  ' ] 1n? ' v  o f  v - ;n t c :  bave  beco , l e  ex t i nc t .  One  Ca1 '  a , co ' : t  on6  o l c " .oc l i
. , r .  r ' i c : ' ae '1 " i s  sFw th ree  n i  ce  d "ee r  oc ' l i n r  r - : I :  t i : e  r ca4  a . l t ho i - i c rh  d .ee r
1?e re  sce rce  eveR in  tne  € . "31 i '  e rq i : t . i  es .  ?he re  1 . : l e re  l c t s  o f  r ' , r o1ves
a n c l  f o x e s .

?he  cou r t  house  fo r  Gr1?TS Cor :n t v  nes  b i r i l t  i n  t he  s r ,n ' re r  o f  18L<4 .
T h e  t n a t e r i a l  w a , s  c r o r t s - : t ' t p  b j ' t e a - r t s ,  a  g o r d  p e r t  o f  i . t  i n .  t h e  w i n - l e r
j v  s l e i ' - h  i n  1 8 U t - 1 " t t a .

l 1 r . ' i i c 1 ' : a e 1 i s  i r a s  n a r r i e L  e t  $ r e n s v i l l - e ,  1 n t e r i . o ,  C a n a r i o  i n  l - 3 t , 8
t o  l l i s s  t s e r t h n  C r a v e .  T h e  p i o n e e r  i s  s t i  l i  l i v i n . l  f , r n d ,  h e s  - c i x
c n i  r r i r e n  w l : o  a - r e  a l L  n i r r i e r L .  T n e "  a r e  r i e r n a n  J .  l i i c l l , e l i s ,  l r a n n e f o : d ,
Tr  .  la ' -  .  ,  I t rs  .  T, r - r t r ,er  R.ou11r ,  DaviC scn,  Sa s"ra ter  er ' ;an ,  Cen:  ia  ,  l , i -  s .  ' . ' i l .1 i  a
? r o s t ,  J e s s i e ,  l f .  D a k . r  

' ' r s . ' l e o r ! e  
S t e v e n s ,  C o o p e r s t o r n " * . r . ,  1 1 .  l a " i . ,

E rnes t  l { i c i : ae l - j " s ,  I { anna"o rd ,  } I .  Da t< . ,  a : rC -  Pau l  l I i cb le l j s ,  F ' ! ' e .nna fo r ' 1 ,
11 .  l ak .  The  decea .sed .  a re  the  p ioneer t  s  r , v i 1 ' e ,  ' r r s .  Ec lwa . r r l  " { i c i : , - e1 j - s
and .  t v ro  d "a : :a ' i : t e rs ,  l , i i s s  l l a th i - l - da  l i i chae ' l , i s ,  a ,nd  r11 .s .  j r , l a r tha  l t r l se l .

1 I r .  E . d w a r d  l , l i c h . a e 1 i s  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  € i r h t ' :  i i v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e  i n d .
c t i  I  I  n n f  i  r r .  C r i r r e s  h i S  c a r  s n d  e n  j o y s  1 i f  e .  H e  h a , q  a  b e a t r t i f r r l
ho ine  cn  Lenha . , r  Avenr : .e  and  Twe l f ' t h  S t ree t ,  Co tpe rs to r , l n ,  l I .  f ak .

a l - t e r  o r i e h a e ! i  s
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bf Edwrcd MichaeEs

In the surnrner of 1883 the
railroad track got ready as far
as Ooop'erstown. Then we could
get our mail ,brou,ght up to Co-
orperstown rby train. I am sorrY
'but I r:an't say rdho was the
first post rniaster rin Cooperstown.

There was 'a rnail route com-
ing from Saniborn to Mount
Clair, located on Sec. 20-745-59,
at Duncan Silnclair's place and
Mr. Duncan Sinrclair was ,post
master. Mr. .Arthur Sinolair was
mail carrier from Mount Clair
to New Rrockford, 'going by my
ptrace on sec. 8-145-59. I rnind
that sometimes the,re was such
a blizzard frhat I thought it was
imrpossible to fi,nd the road, but
'he woul'd come out of the snow
mist. I eould sde Lrirn for a rod
or two, then ihe was gone in the
mist again. I wondered m,any
a tirme how lhe could find the
road. 'H,e had a hrown pony
about 800 pounds, no bddle on
at ,a11, so the po,ny ttook all the
responsibility on himseld and

;canried tlre mail for Uncle Sarn,
iwith Anchie in co-operation. Be-
, fore tihat I'ine had been estab-
lished w€ got our mail brought

temporary post office and AJ lwere sorne birdi at that time
Shue or Billy Lenham were post- lyou don't see any rnore.srqv ur DrrrJ rcrrrrilrrr rwe"(e lxJsl_ lyou clon.t seg any rnore.
m,asters. I Ore day at rabo,ut 1 o'cl,ock I

When I first canie to Dakota lsaw th,red nice deer ,coming up
there were plenty of .,buffalolto rny place, cl,ose by. Ed 

*ffan-

bones lying on the pr_airies. Feo- lson tireo a s,:hot at trrem, uui oid
ple we,nt out with double ,box lnot hit them.
wagon ,picked them up, broughtl My daugfrrter Ma,thilda found
them. to Coorperstown and sold I a wita gooie nest vfrth five eggs,
them at 910 a ton. There wer,elbroughi them ,home and sei-a

were soime swans, too, and w,ild I Norrth were divided and became
geese rby the ten thousands-la state, we went to worl< and
vari,ous eolors, gray, white, black. j made N. Dakota rprohii,bition, an,d
11 spring w_lhen they came from I it tras stood for ihat up to, this
the soutlh they were moving for I day. Eedore it was a state at
more th,an a whole rnonth, and I least three ,or four saloons were
wh'en they sat down it covered I in Cooperstorwn, ,a'nd dnug stores
at times a whole quarter sec- lall sold intoxicatting ,liqri,or, but
tio'n. I once opened rny barn, I they thad to get o:ut ifter ttre
I trhought 'some of them '"l"ouildlelection. That-lhas been a bless-
go in, but they did mot. lthey I ing to the state.
wene hard on peo'ple'S cr'op. bvl In 1896-9? I itrel
,go ln, iDuf, lney qto not. 'Iney 

I rng to the state.
i,ere hard on people's crop, byl In 1g96-9? I belrievewenad tlfel
picking up the s€ed and eatinglrnost snow,and $to,lrns, Onr,thelpicking up the s€ed and eating lrnost snow, and $to,lrns, Onl,the

The Fioneens: {}ne tan's $tory 0f The Harly llays
up from-Sanborn tby Mr. R. C. lthe young plant also. prairie I
Cooper. The ware house was ttre lOfrict<ens ivere plentiful. There

rp-Ienty- of buffalo paths where I hen antl hatched them, out. They
they had travelled. I found lgre.v up and we hacl rlots of
some bones that ,had been saw- lamusement with them. I
ed-for steak ,probabty 6y-; i ;"1- '+h; ' ;"re lots of wolves,andl
lhunters. lfoxes and some ilynx too.

There was lots of good game. t Now it is no more than riehr
I could see tthese great ,b,ig I to show nvihat kind of peopte lve
white cranes-a beautiful bird- ithad in this land o,f Dakota Ter-
and also flhe gray 'orane. There I ritory. As ,soon as South and

+ ^ ^  - - t  - - . : r J  I  n r ^ - + L

l28ttr day of October it ,began to
lrain ahd on the 29th rwhen we
lcarne out in trhe rnorning it was
1a regular .blizzard and it kept
I on until the snow was fhat deep'that 

lrains could not run. They
h,ad to shovel all a,long the track
till they 'had a big snow ditoh,
and the next blizzarrd rnade irt
w,orse Uhern it was before, The
worst of it was there was no
coal a"t home. So I went out with
two teams a"nd had about 500
pounds of, coal to the load and
kept on that way until we ihad

i a road by driving on it every
day. Eut before I rcould do that
we unrhitched the team and
drove them through withou,t the
sleigh.

I went tha.t year to Canada. I
had a im.an hired-Andrew Han-
son. IIe said to me, "You ean 1go
and lhave your visit and d.on't
worry. I will take good care of
everything." rdnd the did, too.

And when we cafire back in
the spr,ing of 1897 ,and came as
far as Fargo, people said we
coul'd not get through to Coop-
er'stowrr, 'and I noti,ced wlhen in
t]te coactr that there rwas so
tlludtr sno\^r on the tra,ek that the
_ear lves running as much on the

hard snow as on the rails. The
conductor asked ,us if we did not
know th'at there was so rnuch
sno,w and said, "You 'oan't get
through to Coo'perstcxwn." And
so it was. We ihad to lay over
at Sanrborn for a wihole week.
llhey tried every day with the
sn,ow plow-run it as far as they
could and then shovel it out,
until finally the rotary rnachine
got orders to clean up the road
to Cooperstown. . And that did
not go so ,easy. When the rdtary
was as far as a little ,beyond
Dazey they got orders to corne

Now that was good for us for
there were q'uite a truncih gath-
ered at Sanborn. We had no
rnoney. llhe R. R. Oo. started
to take care qf us, rbut there
were 'some -fellows wlho got
thernselves sorne whiskey and
got drunk, arid so we were all
turned out. They said that if
you have rnoney for wlhiskey you
ean pay your qwn bill too. So
there we were. I hrappened to

back. They were needed on the I
main l ine. But they were beyond I
so far that they ooutrd not come I
ba'ck before they earme to Coop- l
erstown to use the turn tarble. I

rneet lIVIr. Cox. [fu knew me and,
I asked h'im if itre could let rne
have some rnoney. ,'Yes, Ed,',
he said, "alrl. you want.,' So I
got all I needed.

Then we came to Cooperstown,
and also to the farm. The bul,ld.
ings were s'o drirfted iln, the snovy
readhed as high as to touoh the
shingles o,n the roof. I thought
that we would ,have ,a real flood
when the snow melted in the
spring. Bult no, the ground was
not irozen and the water went
in as fast as it tlhawed. The
clop was not nnu'crh g'ood that
year beaause no frost in the
ground. llhe water trickled down
before i t  was r ipe, and', that is
what it always does when we
ha.ve no frost irn the ground.
Now I think I wil,I quit. This
goes as far as to the surnrnel of
1897.

The climate rhad changed
wonderiurlly frorn 1882 no 1927,
and the people need four times
as rnuoh rn,oney as we did.

Now good bye ,until later-
Walter rny rbot, take good

eare of thtu. I want it back if
you get through with it.

Your Grarnps
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Jdr"G.M; l l r Ey LuetLle HlLlr, $randdeughter of
$ohl,r Srahan HlLl"s *

JnF. Srahs.m Stl" ls1 $laneer of lTorth Dakota,, vri ,s born in the

grovlnee of, Quebee, 0, ns,der on Xr*y ?s; lgs4, about ruldway betwean

Xoxtreal. nnd Quebec. $G vrag t i :e eldoet sf twel.ve chlLdrert, i i f  whom

fot l r  were boya;  . Iohu Rober t l  l tav id l  and Sarnest ,  nnd e lght ,  $ iere g l r lor

Xaer  Smtar  Mel lssap . fennlep Rnr :helo Oeoginar  Kaucie i lnd Jess le.  At

preCIent  a lL  &re l iv lng except  three s ls ters l  Snma,  I lachel  i * .nd Maud-e,

John M1L19 st*yrid on the farm untl l  he wl,t j  i ;wenty-oi le yeers of

&8€r vrhere he hrid to hel.p eulrport the lnr*ge family. In 1g?$r he took

Horace  OreeLey to  r i dv i ce r  t $o  Kes t r  goung  uan l r  s ,nd .  l e f t  f o r  On ta r to .

At t,he t lme he left home lre was twenty-f ive dsLLars 1n debt.

He La,nded i.n the count of Pert;rn state of Ontari.ol €,$ong a group

of goodl subrtr"ntial" farmaf,sp who $rere of Srr1rl- iah, Germa,n ancl $cotch

doscen t .  X r .  t r t [ I e  s l , r i t es  t ]H l t  t hese  peop}e  w€re  t l ne  bes t  f a rmers

he h ln ever  had the p leasure of  meo: t ln6.  T i rey lsere r ie l l  po$t td  j .n

good etock ur l is ing as vre l . l  r i .s  good agr lcuLtura l  i l€r r  I t  wr  s  whi le

work i .ng hore that  he received h j .s  t re . in ing in  how to ra. ise good sf ;ock,
'  

He wi s here for rr.bout six ur soycn ye(; i .rs and then sti i ;r tet i  farthef

w e s t .

H r "  M l l l e f  e  fa the r r  W l l l l am } , f l l l ep  wr . , , bo rn  j . n  1 ;he  n t * te  o f  l r e -

l"and arrd oamo to America v"hen eight yeers of aEe. II ls mfr her; Hr;beL

Grahas rnng of Bcotch pn,renti lge.

Hlo grandfather,  Ro,;ert  t r f l l ls ,  w&er an old Br l t lsh

received a governuent grant of  land for i r lE services in

Botb grand.fa,thers were ploneera in a wsoded country.

In 1.9Ct6r tf, l l* slnd Hrs. WlLLtan Mll1e rel"ebre.ted theLr gol.den weddin8

annl.vers&f-:/. Al.L the chil.dren r"ere hoxae for the occa.slon and once more
the famtly weru gathered nround the h*ppy famlly c i.rclep each one tel1.lng

of his sr her adventurea in Ltfe whlle ewey fronn homey but nJ,ne ruenths

Iater, this fe"nlly cLrel.p waa broken rrheil t i :re rnother pass{:d. awny. .Iugt
thirteen ysa,re Leter, ln L i l9r the father pn,oeed ts&y. soth nere otr the

*] .*

of f lcer.  I {e

the Brit lsh war.
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old honeetead at tbe tlure..

?hlnk ng l i fe rould be eaeler on the pralr i .e,  he sterted fc,r 'Dakota

tn I*Ss, But dtd not rrr ive here unt l l  Harch g6r l "8$t ,  ne he epent t .hc

wlstev lu Htchtgeoc slen mJ. Xfffu lcr,nded i.* Saabortml$, ffift1 the ftrat

Bers$n ho met was Hr.  RoJ. l ln C* 0,operf  s"uo[her of ,  our o]"d Pioneercr whe

haol  ln the years s lsce the, f roved. to be ra t ruo f r lond lndeed, Xany

erf tho klnd deedc the,t have been rentLersd. b.r ffr. CooBer. X s,E 6are none

r iL]  fo ' 'get  them.

l l f , .  Coopcr opent aLl  sf , ,h is best dayo on the pralr le Lnnds of ,  Ssrth

Da&ota a,nd even rtow, when the birds return hare j"n the alir in6r lfr. Cooper

aleg returns to spend hte sunmer vacs,tlon tn Cooperstownr t * town whteh

v{{ng nfi,med r,fter hlm. Hig urtntr:r monthar &rer however, epent ln tha

sunny south i.n the state of SLorlda.

, t rohu Mi. l }o,  before roturnlng to Canada, drew up a oontrnct l  bought

the l,umber rnd pald the ci,rpenters for hutvi.ng s, houee buiLt that faIl oo

tbnt when he returued wlth hle brlde ln thc foLlovrJ"ng ysrr,,.rr f i. ne"r house

would be awelt ingr. , l renn. 3ut ' ,hen he l r*nd"ed here Ln the oirr tng of  188P1

no house wan to be se{in, The earpentern thor-rght thEr,t r.,. i  lorrg r;s he wag ,

not retunnlng for a yeiir the.lr would hr,.as ip).enty of t lnet but t)rey h; rl t*.ken

too much for grr*nt .

fhe f i rst  t i r lng l f i r .  Ml l l "s dld wsre onl}  ln t l re relghbor": :  to hetp htm

build hie houeet a"t tqhleh th.ey agreed, to do i.f, !f ir. MilLls would bofi,rd the

&eR untlL the houss nfo bullt. Of course that rould br ehesp ce.r$enterst

so rLthlt l o, ,*eek the new houg€ rvels completed*

Sohn Sll"}s wn.s married. Sarch l$r lSSAr tu Xary 0. Sletoher* Mtss

gleteher l lved ln St. [erryrs, Ontarl.ol Oanadap fi. l td vr*.s one of three

chil.dren. Sho had one broth*F; Stl.I"te& oX.d*rr and sne brother; &eorgc,

younger .  .

At  the age'sf  thtr teen her pother dled and the reapon**bt} l ty af

tek,ng cff,re of har younser brother , fell on herr

-8*



Sbe was of, Sngl{nh parentnge nnd her 5larent$ wr':ss Flonrers sf the

Provinee of  Ontar io.

lfanr a time the d,oer and. the aittgLope woul.d ssun€ tl$ ts the wooden

fence n. d stand ri.nd, s*,tuh the di f.ldren at pL;iy ln thb ynrd.

In ths aprtng of I88*r Mr. H111s1 and. Suncan $1neLii i3' p wLth theLr

fBrn ,r ' ul"prinent et*"rted for the ;lratrl* Ianda of H. Dak. fhree l,. 'ecks

1E,tcf l  Krs" f f l l l "s smd Hrs.  Duncs,n Slnclalr  crLme. Mx. S1. l lg a, ,d Hf, .

$inclalr s;..rne wlth &,n {rxcurai.6n of nbout thlrty luml.grrr.ntn. Tirey tra.veL-

i.d on ti 're Srllnd frunhl Mlahl.gan Conter; f ihi.caego lforthlester a.nd S$r'thern

Serr:lf lo rallLroada* fhoy' were fi.ve elnd *r hrr.lf dayg CIn the rori"d. Svsry*

thtn& i r :e i l t  f tno unt lL the l lor thern Paci f lc  t r r : , inr  ptr l l rd l ,n too somevrherr ,

near the $cutbern Bsi , ' t  of  Xlnnesotsrr  3ut  Ft :verr th&lese1 the excurslon

reached^ Senborn ln goor l  condi t ionr

Stren l[r '  Mt].]"e e*qd irr. $inclr, lr came through, frou $rinborn ts l{anni.l-

$rdr they hs;d to br*rrk the luei 'before they aouLd cr$s$ the SoLd El l . l  creek

and get up t,o thel,r farms.

Ykren Sra'  Sincl"sLr nvrd Urs.  l f lL ls ; "eeiched Snbornr the:r  hr ,d t ,s otop

at the Wf T" ffs0uLloek houe ln $g bornr &s tt iey had no lroine t* go to eg

yet* i l f,. i l l l ls tel.egraphed the two women nnd toLd thenr not to come yet

at nelther houe wss fl.nluhed, but as the depot r:gent forgot tc, truke the

*idd.resa of  } [ rs.  Ml lLa;  he r j ld not k; :o, l r ,where to send i t  to n- l ,ncl  eo he nn'yer

sent the te}"egraun at a.I}* So the women cs,ms. 0nly one';leek wcrs Fj;ent

ln Sanborn ,'.;:$d tlrsn they ca,ns Korth to Eanni,fordl to socutr)y thel.r own

neg horse.

fhe hoaoo ln wl i tch ! [ rs"  Sl l ls ' , ,ent  fn \ f f ; .e constcinred, an nup-to-da.tep,

houae { i8 l t  w.e the f i ret  two-etory houoe ln thnt  eomruntty,  I f  we shsu. ld

s8e suoh a houge todny ws tr6u1d harrtly t}:ink it rlt for a grrina.ry t,o .rs*iy

Rothlng *f a hou;rs. The kl.tehen fnoor wr,s one w eLe by niitu.re rr.nd ruost

orer}nvhere you lookedr ttre sunS.lght woul.d be sh{nlng through tm;:.Ll erasks

ln the we.Ll. IB 1"8?4r *tr r*dd,it i"ou of four rCIrltus wetre bulLt on *.nd then

tt lscked ulore Llke a houee of a ctvlLlced l i i{ff/ &&B*
*3-



In f,tmo 3Sx l8s$r a cs$r S!,Ltou Stbelbarts w*e b*rn* Uie boyhood, , "

Or*yr w6!'G aBent . t hoai*e unttX the igo of twent3r-thr*e, when he .left home *nd

rtartes n f,ers sf h{s o*u Jurt o*ts*hn,lf xtLe wrent af the old homest*. d,

Wtren he uoved to frer fo$h stats in 1919r the pLaee ryr,.El rented, to Robert

Pfttenger, rho mo* reej.deu eu the plac*n

Sm $amrrirf 11 191i[r he wns &{nrrl,ed to lf iaude Parrlsh of lL]tset*. [o

ehi,ldren h,i iye been born to thenx but th6y hr,ye adopte{ two boyer

$*ptomber lSr LS3S, c* daughterr [r br*l Slltabeth wrln born to Mrr &trd ',"

Krsr f,ohn Xtllsn $er ysunger l lfe sae spent a.t home. At the &ge sf f lfteen

she left for l l tnneapoJ"to; where she attended hlgh sc]rbo]r Aftnr f infs,h*. , r

ing her four yc&rfi of hlgh school slie spent olls p€r;"r elt the fugi,o gonservattrrf

at $'argo. $ is thsn taught truslc s"nd drswtng for sne y6{,ir at Cavalier

aud the f,oltewl,ng yea,r she taught hfgh schoo:. ot Haunaford, for e perlod of

three uonths., The next $se,Fs l?18| ehe wrls married to [r" fr]. l  lF. parker,

of  X;ke l i l t l le l  IOwr, , ,  One chi ld l  JeE.ne Sini f r*dy rF&B bor,r  to them,

.A,pr l l  ?2r 1S88p * th l rd et i l ld l  Seorgo Sl . l l tam wais born to Sr.  nmd f f rgr

Jehn Uil ls. AJ.l" his ltfo h{..s been o;lent on the ol.d homester.dr now

loca.ted three nnd ons hatf  n iLer north of  Hannerford.  0n nr.reh 61 ISl t ,  he

wal unlted ln nearrlage to Veda 3. $helfterd of Sooperotown* Sorth Do,kote,.

To thenr four chl ldren hr. .ve been bornt  l ,uei l le Mae, Florenee Eleanor,

Xeanneto Tvelyn,and John Rodney.

Xareh 5S, 19l.nr Mf . nnd trf ira. John Hll. j.a muved. to torrn and h; ve etncs, nade

theLr home thsne.

Slren John ff{Llc ceffie to occupy hts 6r*nt of landl it ur,s net sgrveyedr

so ha h d tonU{t te: ,1oo* l t .  &t l  l re had, receLved wes & isquaters Rlght i l r  4. I

He had t'o d+ hlo own eurveylng &; lt vas only aurveyed tn son*lh*p*r ;cd::B*t

tn 3=ef ianog.

"ben 
the land wac rurveyed for stsetlonEr the e*etloa tln* wr*a put.

threugh the beuscr. It went thuough a, $ludow *n* then out through a doorp

but shen the sureeyorg notl*ed this they w*nt bnck and nurvey*d, the ltne

sYels agaln and thl.e tlan* ths l.lne ra* put abent tvs rods frsu the bach d.ssr

.t4*
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After $ufy trg# 1889, tbe housatead ws.a l.aoatod, tn Srf.gga Sountyy

Bal"d gll"l, Townahlp L48, scettsn 88 and, 88, r*ng6 S0,

Sbr fnmers sb$ wanted to ftlo on .Lend tn Sry*h Dekota had. to go

to Sergo to reeelve ihal"r rLghtn. Iy'.onder to bo ths flr*et one to 6et

hla papeno, Sohn ffiilI"s olept tn thsrrtnd.or of the Land offl,ee butldltng

ln Fango aLl nlght* Bc wsntsd to he the fir.et one 1n S*trd Hlll to

reselve hls cLslm.

|Fho filllowlng years, ho put out two trec eJ.sr.ms, oech connist{,ng

of ton agneur but both ysern Lt was a cornpleto falLure.

Xn the yss.n of, 18S5 there w6r€ no cropsr &s e settlsr" on ths other

slde of tho ilames R1ver wanted to aeo what a trlnalrls flre ras llksr Bo

he stanted a rtubble burntng Just nt the other std.e of the r'!.vot' bnnk, but

ar evsrythlng wao tbone dny" that yser, and. thc rtven wta vory Iow, thc

rparnka soon J.eaped over the eual.l strearii* As a nocult, the flne kopt

aproadlng end ftnetrly r"esul.tod ln a real pretrle flren fr.oh took all,

crops and evepytlng i.n tts path,

Xn 1886" Hr, SlLlsts c!:op sons!.sted of oLght shooko of rhoatn n

wgqolbarrow of potatooe and a few oats, whLch wene thneohed by So?en

Beyg. He threehod a1l forenoon of one d.ay and. dtd not get enoug[ oetn

to feed the mules whleh fsrs hauling eI1 the waber fot' ths naohl.ne. SIre

next y€ar the $amo land pr"oduced' wheat whtch av ragod twenty-1our bushel"s

to the BCr6r

gtre srsl) of 1888 res froae out; but es thene rae plenff of fead. no

thst nothLng suffered f$Enr [t.

Dunlng ths yoat's whlch followedr Borls wolre 
"ery 

p}'ospersus Ysers

and eone were very hsrd yeers, but sttll the faml1y wes happy e.s

thsre $as no sleknoss or hungny paop)"e.

From th* yeer Jolin X11Ls landed ln Ssrth Sakot*r tr* pl*ati"sed

dlvensldted fer.nJ.ng, fhlE was one of the hobbLes of the oanly famenst

b*rt few were verT auseessful, Xr, Utlla hough.? tht f,tret opn*ader tllet

*5-



'wss 
dhlppsd tnts Gri,gga Gotrnty. $h* ftrst eombl.ndor trss b:rought

lrotno but no ono kntw how ts put 16 togethen" Flnally Hase Hauxar* wh6 hed

only drlven a connbLnder for lral"f a day, stanted Snrttlng lt tegothon,

SradualLy they found a pXaoe for evsry pleee and. tlte oonnblndor was reedy

fotr ugc.

fhe ftnEt blndor he bought wag a Planon whloh coet ontgfrneJ.ly

three*hundnod d*Ilar"a, but after nakl.ng a few offer*" the prlce wse

cut to twe*hundred end slxty doJ.J.epo. fhts proved to be e. good hLnder

though, es tt wae used for" fourtssa Jrsnrrs. Ho alsg bought e mowlng

nactrlne and a nako, which anounted to ono*hundred d"sJ.lsns*

.fonn Xllls heLped heuL the lunben whl"eh 'nes used to butld

the flnet house of CooXnrstown, A.t prseent the houso le Looated. n6ar

the counthouse " $he l,umber hsd. to be hauLed fnom $anbonn, whlch wa-s &

dLetance of twenty*etght ml.Lss from the homestead." s.nd. sbout thlrty-

ai,ght fi:om the pr.eacnt s!.te sf CooXrorstownr

Anyone con'r5.ng to Sorth Dekota had a hs.rd. tlne at f!.rst as tho

mcthode and. cuetoms of famrlng sere ontlrely d!.ffor:ent firom those of the

othen countr.i.es, Ao Ur. Mil i.g statsan trOood ootmeon sonsg went a Longer

ilays then somo lf tho pnoved thoorLes.n

In tr8801 wee tht last buffalo hunt" When tlm plonertf of tSI cane

hers, thone f,rsns no buffaX.or, Juat a Lot of boues, How6ver, thor.e woro

Blonty of dter and entelope no+nlng tbough the count::y. llrhers welro

alse plenty of geeocr One day the g€ese w6ro ro thtuk thet thsy coul"d

handl.y pLor through thoa, .l,notber day Sn. Mt].Ls ehot and woundod flve

slth tbe one shot*

She flnst post-offteo of thst ne!.ghbonlrood. was loeated at D*npea

$tnsl,alns. Fou:r nl.les nontb and ono ntLe west of Esnnaf,ond* .A,t pnoae*t

Anton Petnter Livea on tha pLae.e. lflhln poet*off!.ee was called Hount

CLalre, A few Sroa:*e Later' lt wss moved to the Icfsrther^n Paelfto ssctlon

hougs.

1Fha fLret eLectlon w$s heLd 1n J.888'

fi-

Tbs prtnctpaS. queetlsn sss,



Should they g.$v6 the eounty Se*t to Soope::stow$ sn Leew tt at FoBa.

lfhere was * blg pull. betwsen the two p)"a*oa but Soopenutorrr ftnelly

won sut and, the Counff $oat wes seved to ScoXr*ratovn. It wae not

uoved untll. 1S84, tho, aa the Courthouse was net ftnlshed uat!.l then.

the ftrst of floors of thls el.ect{on ssn6l Samc Sensbornr f,obn

Soughton end f,obn trll1e. lfihese thrse n6n $orkod ttl]- fLvs 0tclock

ln the rnonnlng meklng out the netunns for the sX.eet1on.

The flnat rrse$rds of L88S for Grl ge Oounty w6!ra kept [n one of R.

C. Sooperfs gnalnerys. f,tiey were kept her"o for onl"y ons yser though

&s the sounthouse was butlt the foLl.owLng fe&r r

D'-:nlng thLs ono year the treson rls wetra dlscovonod to be mLssLng twlce '

Fho flrst tj.ne they wene found at 0ooporstown. I'hc offtoerns hone had stoler

them rrom gopor *B thcy sented to look ovor the neeords. Lnater they wero

a'-eln mlssee filom the gralnery end Lt weE found that tho peoplo of Fopc

had etolea then fnom the $falraqy for tho ssms reesoltr However, when tho

offlclaLs of Eope retunnect thom to tlro graneryr thoy wers i"n porfeet

condltlon.

[rt. illl1s te].],s of ona tneldent where a ilran osrno nldLng peot hen

house shautLng thet tho Xndl.ans were cou.1n6* Not know!.ng whet to d'o

on wheno to htdg, oho deslded that the best thtng to do would bo to

Just etsnd. ln the d.oor-way and seteh for then, If she hld thay uoul-d.

Glnd her anSrnray. Late that afternoon, she ga$ a Slloup of hor"semon

comlng over: tho h111 at the Sor.th. Yeaf thet nuat bo them, but ec theF

dnos closer, she found tt to be l[r. Sooper and hls trsnr fhay wors

novL4g fr.om $anborn to Mr.. Cosports ranoh up by CooFsltstowrlr

Xn lgOS, John i{XI}s deci.dod that he wou}d ltks to ra!.ee oett}o,

Eo atanted wltb four hoed of pureEroad trereforf,l. Fron tho snall

beglnnlngr the hsard inereased to a good el"ae '

fx 191O, hn exhibited at the falr ln Fargo. In 191?r he *geLn

exhlblted all. anound the elncult and. waa tlren mad* one of tlre ohertar

mombers of ttrs $tste Falr Boandn and waa presldent of tha $ntggs

-.*?-



e oun*y Fat$ Aassst otLorl fo* nl"noto*s yeerc* nrlestng enly ono FaLr

ncetlng ln that t lua.

1&'hen Xr. Mllls l"eft the faru, ln LS}S* hl* y*ungest son bought

nll. of ttre gtock* $tnco thnn hs hee takon oha"rge o.f the Etoek nel"n*

lRg. At present he owns about stxty haad of, xanofsnrJs*

tYleen Beongo MllLs took over thn etoek" for a fem yoane ho exhLbtts{

at tbe fa1n" but LB tfule went on, there wss !ns$e wonk to do er.r tha f*m n
and' go the i.dae of Solng on wtth tho axh{bttlngl wau glven 11Sr end s!.nce

thsn ns exh!.bl&fng haa baen done.

At the Founth Annun} Pontuatt Sal.lery hold ln Fargo tn Lgp6"

Ur. HllLs wae one of the two non sf l{ort}r Dakote to have hLs pleture

hung Ln ths $addLt an* Slrloln Sbub SalL of fanro* !s, L. Rlchar{s of

Dloklnoon, $or.th DoJrote, was the other psxrson to be so honored.

Urr mlLls w&s olected to tho flall of Faee fon hls outstendtng

wotk tn Snylns'to better the agrlculturo in l{orth Dekote.

trurlng the yean l$giir there wsrs oight men who hadl{Lel:r pontralts

plnced, ln tho sall of, FeneS neunely, ,fames s. Bocar$, snand, sonhsg

John ChrlstJanson.r Sev; Salernl Iames B, Sovrer, Leoarartll sscar H. wllL,

Bfsnarekf Fnqnk $anfordn Va}ley Clty; Davj.d C1ark, Botteneauy and.

Sr S. SutLor of Ooopnnstown.

If both Mn* And, lllrn. d$hn il1lls kaep thoLr hsaLth and lernqlrn well,

t*ley expect to ceLebrate thsln Sold.en ?Yedd.tns .s,rmlversary next Jr.ene.

the Da'be falLe onbtr.l tS, lg$gr but srs they onpeet e.ll ths chil.dnenn

5randchi.Ld.ren, bnethers, oi.utere and ell nelatLon to st tend, tbey hnve

aat t'lre date fon somo*lnle 3n srrne, so ths.t al"l" san be presont.

*Sn*
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