Biography of James Andrew McCulloch
~--Gordon lcCulloch

James A. licCulloch was born April 21, 1869 near St. Marys, Ontario,
Canada. He lived with his parents in that community for the first twelve
years of his life. During this time he spent five short terms in school,

After his twelfth birthday the McCulloch family moved to 2 farm near
Sanborn, North Dakota, They remained there for three years and two terms
~f school were attended by him there. He could not go to school the last
year because he had to take 2 man's place on the farm, It was required
of him to drive oxen on crude machinery--a man's place then was s vlace
of drudgery.

When he was fifteen, his father filed a claim that was located on
the south bank of Lake Jessie. They moved to this place in lumber wagons
drawn by oxen. The lumber for bullding purposes was hauled from S8anborn
in the same method., It took the larger part of the summer to get moved
and established in regular living quarters.

Being the eldest of the six children (and they were farming on a
large scale), he was compelled to stay at home and tend the farm.

At the age of 24 he bought a farm three miles south of Lake Jescsie,
He broke up the land and established a home of his own, On November 25,
1903 he married Helen H. Rothert, a girl of that neighborhood.

In 1918 he had a sale of his personsl property and travelled west
with his family. The following year they came back and settled in Fargo,
North Dakota. They remained there for five years. In the spring of 1923,
he and his family returned to their farm near Jesslie,

After he was settled on the farm, he put two crovs in. In the fall
1924, he was injured while working with a tractor. His health began to
fall soon after the accident. ' In the fore part of the summer of 19285,
he was compelled to go to bed where he remained until his death, January 1,
1927,



Jameg A. McColloch
By 0.D.Purinton, Clerk aznd Historian of 0ld Settlers Association.
James A. McCulloch, son of W.T. and Sarah Ann lMcCulloch, was born
at St.Marys,Perth County Ontaric Canada. on April 21,1869.

In 186C W.T.McCulloch , moved with his family to Barnes County D.T.
He secursd a preemption two miles west ¢f Sanborn and lived there two years.

He then moved to Griggs County, and settled at a homestead at Jessie Lake,
where at that time they had only two or three neighbors within 12 miles.
He=saye, fJames A. says, " At the time we settled at Lake Jessie we lived
for several years in single board claim shacks,rough unplaned lurber at
that. We did not know what a coal heater was. Many nights in cold weather
We were obliged to wear caps to keep from freezirg our ears. When the
blizzards came considerabls snow used to blow in, but we were healthy as
tears. In my father's family there were 3 boys and 2 girls,I being the
oldest."

James A. McCulloch was married Nov 25th 1903 to Miss Helen Rothert,
and they with their two scns,Royal and Gordon, now live on their farm

four and one-half miles SW of Jessie.



William Albert McCulloch

By 0.D.Purinton,Clerk and Historian cof 0ld Settlers Asscciation.
William plbert McCulloch, son of W.T. and Sarah Ann McCulloch was born
Aug.15th 1873 at St.Marys Ontario Canada. He came to Dakcta with his parents
in 1880, located first for twe years at Sanborn, then they settled on a
horestead in Tyrol township near Lake Jessie in 1882. There William worked
at home until 1889 when he bought the south half of 35-147-5%, and moved
ento it in 1902. He says," I moved from my old home at Jessie to my farm
and spent three years as a bachelor improving and paying for it, using
oxen as my work team until in 19Q4,1 scld the oxen and got horses."

He was married on June 28th 1905 to Mise Mary Tuftland ffof Ottawa
Post office, griggs County. He has tyo children :

Leonardy Monros , born June 3, 1906, and Irene L.,born Sept 11,1907

Information furnished 1913
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Q' / Bilography of W. T. McCulloch
May 31, 1926 --Wallace MecCulloch
A ," "
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#/ Mr. James McCulloch was the father of the pioneer.' He married\
| Miss Montgomery.

William Thomas McCulloch was born December 11, 1843 in the Province
of Ontarilo, Cgnada.

Land was high priced and he was poor, so he came to North Dakota
Jecause 1t was booming. He came here in the year 1880. That winter he
worked for R. C. Cooper, teaming between Sanborn and the Cooper Ranch,
also doing carpenter work. In the spring he went into the cook shack
and acted as cook. The second winter he carpentered in and around San-
born and built school houses.

He bought a relinquishment about two miles west of Sanborn and lived
on it for two years. A frame shanty was built on to snother shanty which
was on the place. The shanty was bullt of railroad ties. The barn was
built out of an old discarded railroad bridge which had been across Lake
Eckelson. After living there the two years, he took up a homestead at
Lake Jesslie about 1883. The lumber for the first house was hauled from
Sanborn, also food provisions, etc. The closest neighbors were Ole
Thorn, E. L. Watne and Tollef Tweed.

The first team was a team of oxen; then a team of balky horses.
The oxen and horses were driven together until more horses were raised.
The machinery consisted of an eight-foot spring-tooth harrow and a
breaking plow. The first two or three years he did the seeding by hand.
He made a box which held about one-half bushel and this was held by a
gstrap over his head and shoulder. Next he got an eight-foot broadcast
seeder. Later he and Mr. Thorn got a wagon seeder which did not prove
a success.

The crops consisted of black oats, and hard wheat which yielded
about thirty bushels per acre. The price received ranged from forty to
gseventy-five cents per bushel. The threshing was done with a twelve
horse power machine. By putting on more horses the power was increased
so generally eighteen horses were put on. The separator was an Aultman
Talor, thirty-two inch cylinder and a thirty-six inch rear. Owing to
the fact that machines were scarce and the crops heavy, the threshing
often continued into the winter. One instance was the threshing for
three or four days with half the bundle racks on sleighs. The threshers
were often caught in storms and blizzards. The experliences were very
unconfortable. The fuel conslisted of wood and most of the ploneers

“ttled near the woods.

Mr. McCulloch married Miss Sarah Ann Sansborn at S8t. Marys, Perth
County, Ontario, Canada.

: The claim shanty was L shaped. One portion was 8x16 feet and the
other 8x12 feet. This was built of common twelve inch rough lumber,
boarded up and down. The boards shrank considerably, leaving large
cracks. Mrs. W. T. McCulloch pasted rags over the cracks in order to
keep out the snow and cold. James, being the oldest in the family, re-
ceived the duty of building the fire in the mornings. He had to be



-t -

Biography of W. T. McCulloch
--Wallace McCulloch

careful in getting out of bed in stormy weather to avoid stepping into
snow banks, In cold weather the boys wore their caps to keep their ears
from freezing. They lived in this shanty from the spring of 1883 until
the fall of 1893 after which the brick house was built.

Mrs. W. T. McCulloch died January 16, 1908. Mr. McCulloch married
again. He died in 1924 and was buried at Cooperstown. -

Those of the famlily living are:

Mr. James A. McCulloch, Jessie, North Dakota
Mrs. Eligzabeth Pratt, Cooperstown, North Dakota
Mr. W. A. McCulloch, Cooperstown, North Dakota
Mr. Graham McCulloch, Jessie, North Dakota
Mrs. J. B. Bailey, Bengough, Sask. Canada.

Mr. Norman McCulloch--Deceased
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ey Biography of Vietor lMegnuson
ol g 2t e | --Hazel Magnuson

The names of the parents of the pioneer are Magnus Eliason and Bengta
Bjornson. Name of ploneer is Victor lagnuson. He was born in Sweden,
August 20, 1882, and left his o0ld home to see the country and meke g better
home. He came to North Dakota becsuse 1t was better land to raise crops
on agnd more mschinery. ,

It took three and o half weeks on the trip from his old home to N.
sek., and he came to N. Dgk. the 6 of June, 1902. At first when he came
here it looked funny towards what it looked where he csme from. He took
land in 1904 in township 148, range 61. The first house buillt was a frame
house.

Nothing of any special interest happened during his trips to town.
The near nelghbors were Oliver Johnson, Ben Conant.

The early farm machinery wss the drill, binder, disc, harrow, plow,
and he had two teams. The early crops ralsed were wheat, flex, oats.
The fuel of early daye was coal and wood and was gotten in town.

He was married to Annie Tufte on April 12, 1907, at Cooperstown.

The pfesent home is one farm 5 miles from Mose.

The descendants of the pioneer are Mabel lMagnuson, Ida Magnuson,
Florence Magnuson, Hazel Magnuson, all living at home.



PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Victor Magnuson

The names of the parents of the pioneer are Magnus Tliason end
Bengta Bjornson. Name of pioneer is Victor Magnmson. He was born
in Sweden, August 20, 1882 and left his 0ld home to see the country
and make a better home. , :
He came to North Dakota because it was better land to raise crops
on and more machinery. :
Tt took three and a half weeks on the trip from his old home to
3 M. Dak., 2nd he came to N. Dak. the 8 of June, 1202, —At first when
-~ he came here it looked funnv towards what it looked where he came from.
He took land in 1904 in township 148, range 81.
The first house built was a frame house.
Nothing of any special interest havpened during his trips to
town. The near neighbors were Oliver Johnson, Ben Conant.
The early farm machinery was the .drill, binder, dise, harrow,
plow, and he had two teams.
The early crops raised were wheat, flax, oats.
The fuel of early days were coal and wood and were gotten in
town. .
FHe was married to Annie Tufte on April 12, 1907 at Cooperstown.
The present home is one farm 5 miles from Yose.
The descendants of the pioneer are Mabel Magnuson, Ida Magnuson,
Florence Magnuson, Hazel Magnuson, all living 2t home.

--Hazel Magnuson
&
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/ : \ \ Biography of Edward Michaelis
' ‘ --Walter lMichselis

The pioneer” whose biography I have chosen to write i1s Mr. Edward
Michaelis.

Mr. Edwerd Michaelis was born September twelfth 1842, at Gellenfelde
by Frieleberg in der Neumark Regirungs bezirk Frankfurt in Germany.
Due to the hard times he had in Germany he came to the new world to
seek a better living in 1862.

He had some relatives at Valley City and in corresponding about
Dskota territory decided to come to the rolling prasiries to maeke his
new home. When Mr. Michselis came the twenty second day of March to
Valley City, which had been called Northington, there was so much snow
around the buildings that they had to sit down on the large snowbanks
and slide in order to get down to the door. Later on it began to thaw
and lots of water accumulated and finally the ice blocked up in the
Sheyenne River and it caused s flood, so that the whole town was under
water. He bought an ox team and pald three hundred and twenty five
dollars for four end one hundred and twenty eight dollars for two cows.
Mr. Michaells then left Valley City for Griggs County but when they
came to Denning crossing on Bald Hill Creek they could not cross, the
current belng so strong and the cresk so deep and wide, so they unloaded
what lumber they had and went to Valley City. They stayed for five
deys and tried again but could not get through then either. The third
time they went by Dazey towards what is Hannaford now and the Northern
Pacific section house by Jack Mills and reached the ploneers homestead
with very little trouble in a short time. Mr. Michaelis hired a sur-
veyor to measure his land which was Southeast ¥ of section 8, township
145, and range 59. The next thing was to put up a house and in order’
to do that he had to get lumber. He started in the morning with four
oxen to Valley City to get some lumber for a claim shenty fourteen by
sixteen. He wanted to move his family up to the homestead, before the
cold weather set in. Before he could get ready it became cloudy and
black looking the northwest snd some one said they might have a blizzard.
"Oh, it Gan't be," he said, for it was by this time the nineteenth of
May. He drove down to the velley to get some seed potatoes at three
dollars and fifty cents a bushel. When he started back from town the
storm was so flerce that he could not go along side of his oxen for
large gravel stones flew in his face. He had to hide himself behind the
wegon and let the oxen go. When he came to the place where he stopped
it was so0 cold and such 2 blizzard as he had never seen in a2ll his 1life.

Soon he began to meske prepasrations for planting. He struck out a
wlece of land three fourths miles long to bresk for 1883 crop. He had
four good oxen and a good sixteen inch plow., He made eight rounds before
breskfast, let the oxen feed, then eight rounds before dinner snd eight
rounds after dinner, that made thirty six miles a day. After brezsking
twenty acres, he had to build a barn. Sod wes the material used at
that time for berns. He built a barn 20x30 feet. Sod was used as
brick end sand was the mortor. Crutches brought from the Sheyenne River
were put in the center to hold up the roof which was made by putting



Biography of Edward Michselis
. --Walter Michaelis

poles across and brush on top of the poles. The shanty was sod up to
the window. It looked like a fortress. When there was 2 real hard
blizzard sometimes the windows would block up with snow and they could
not tell whether it was dasy or night until they shoveled thelr way out
doors. They kept a shovel in the house every night in cese they should
drift in they could work their way out. The doors had to swing to the
inside always. One morning the pioneer opened the door and it was all
drifted in. He had to shovel the snow all into the shanty till he got

& hole out and then shovel it all out agein in order to get out. The
barns most generslly had s hole on the top for them to crawl in for it
often times was impossible to get by the door. Feed was kept inside the
barn. Binder twine was stretched between house and barn to guide them
to and fro in storms. Winter set in early in October, 1882. Provisions
were lald for the winter from.Valley City. The winter was extremely
severe. The wind blew herd every day most generslly three days from
northwest and for e change from the southeast for three days. It was

so cold sometimes sixty degrees below zero. Every naill inside ths shanty
had a head of ice formed the size of a silver dollar much thicker in

the center than the outer edge. During the night when the fire was out
everything froze hard on the wsll and cellimg when the fire was started
in the morning it begen to thaw and mede the floor wet, dripping from
the ceiling.

Watering the cattle during the winter was rather a hard task the
weter haed to be pulled up out of the well in buckets. Standing at the
well was not so easy on asccount of the cold snd storm in the early part
of the winter but he hsd to change his method when the stock went to

drink they froze their noses white and ran sheking to the barn from the
cold.

The long winter kept 211 folks st home. Not being prepared for
such a long hard winter the pioneer family ran out of flour and food.
By this time Cooperstown had been built up. Mr. Micheselis wanted to
go to town every day but it was so stormy all the while thet 1t was
impossible for him to get there.

The fuel they used was wood. When they were short of wood they
used five foot long slough hay. Mr. Micheelis took bundles into the
shack at night, went to work and twisted 1t by hend into & solid chunk
and piled these up 2nd put them in the stove as they were needed. Others
took straw and screening. When they ceme to town their clothing had 2
veculisr odor from screening. When they had s day of forty below zero
“They would say 1t wes a fine day. Often times the chimneys would freeze
up and the lignite soot would run down from the chimney onto the roof
and into their windows when it thawed 2 1little during some days.

The pioneer tells of Mr. R. C. Cooper's wheat caravans in the fsll
of 1882. Early in the morning one could hesr the rumbling of wagon
wheels and mule teams. There would be a string of loads s £ far as
he could see sahead of wheat headed for Sanborn. Mr. Cooper being the
most prominent man in the vicinity wss the man for whom Cooperstown was
named.



Blogrephy of Edward Michaells
--Welter liichselis

The first crop rsised in 1883 was a poor one. It did not rain
t11l the third dey of July and the wheat looked very poor.

Harvest weg very late in September. The pioneer cut his wheat in
October and threshed in November. Wheat wes forty cents o bushel,
There were not very many threshing mechines. The grain was run into
one half bushel and put 1n sacks then loaded on the wagons. It took
three men to do thet. There were no grasin tanks at that time.

That summer the railroad track was bullt as far as Cooperstown.
Then their meil was brought up by train.

When Mr. Michaells came to Dakots there was an sbundance of buffslo
bones laying on the prairie. People with double wagon box picked the
bones, then brought them to Cooperstown and sold them at ten dollars a
ton. The buffelo paths were szlso njymerous.

There was lots of good game. Large white cranes, a besutiful bird,
and elso the grey crane, some swsns, and wild geese by the thousand,
of verious colors, gray, white, and black. In spring when they came
from the south they would light on the fields and cover at times a whole
quarter section. The geese were hard on the people's crops. They
picked up the seed and ate the young plant also. Prsirie chickens were
plentiful. There were slso any number of song birds, a good meny of
which have become extinct. One dey sbout one o'clock Mr. Michselis saw
three nice deer coming up the road although deer were scarce even in
the early eighties. There lots of wolves and foxes.

The court house for Griggs County was buiit in the summer of 1884.
The material see brought up by teams, & good part of it in the winter
by sleigh in 1886-1887.

Mr. Michaelis was married at Egensville, Onterio, Cansda in 1868
to Miss Berthe Grave. The ploneer 1s still living and hss six children
who are all married. They are Herman J. Micheelis, Hannaford, N. Dszk.,
Mrs. Luther Rowly, Davidson, Sasskatchewan, Canade, Mrs. William Trost,
Jessle, N. Dek., Mrs. George Stevens, Cooperstown, N. Dek., Ernest
Micheaelis, Hannaford, N. Dek. znd Pasul Michaelis, Hannaford, ..N. Dsk.
The deceased are the pioneer's wife, Mrs. Edward Micheselis =nd two
daughters, Miss lathilds Michselis, and Mrs. lMartha Husel.

Mr. Edward Micheelis is at present eighty five years of age and
-8t111 actlive, drives his car and enjoys life. He has & besutiful home
on Lenham Avenue and Twelfth Street, Cooperstown, N. Dak.
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PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Edward Michaelis

The pioneer whose biography I have chosen to write is Mr. Edward
Michaelis.

Mr. Edward Michaelis was born-September twelfth, 1842 at
Geilenfelde by Fricleberg in der Neumark Regirungs bezirk Frankfurt
in Germany. Due to the hard times he had in Cermany he came to the
new world to seek a better living in 1882.

He had some relatives at Valley City and in corresponding about
Dakota territory decided to come to the rolling prairies to make his
new home. When ¥r. Michaelis came the twentv second day of Varch to
Valley City, which had been called Northington, there was so much
snow around the buildings that they had to sit down on the large
snowbanks and slide in order to get down to the door. Later on it
began to thaw and lots of water accumulated and finally the ice
blocked up in the Sheyenne River and it caused a flood, so that the
whole town was under water. He bought an ox team and Da]d three
hundred and twenty five dollars for four and one hundred and twenty
dollars for two cows. Mr. Michaelis then left Valley City for Griggs
County but when they came to Denning crossing on Bald Hill Creek
thev could not cross, the current being so strons and the creek so
deep and wide, so they unloaded what lumber thev had and went to
Valley City. They stayed for five days and tried again but could
not getthrough then either. The third time theyv went by Dazey towards
what is Hannaford now and the Northern Pacific section house by Jack
Mills and reached the pioneers homestead with very little trouble
in a2 short time. Mr. Michaelis hired a surveyor to measure his land
which was Southeast ¢ of section 8, township 145, and range 59. The
next thing was to put up a house and in order to do that he had to
get lumber. He started in the morning with four oxen to Valley City
to get some lumber for a claim shanty fourteen by sixteen. He wanted
to move his family up to the homestead before the cold weather set in.
Before he could get ready it became cloudy and black looking in the
northwest and some one qaia they might have a blizzard. "Oh it
can't be," he said, for it was by this time the nineteenth o+ May.

He drove down to the valley to get some seed potatoes at three dollars
and fifty cents a bushel. When he started back from town the storm
was so fierce that he could not go along side of his oxen for large
gravel stones flew in his face. He had to hide himself behind the
wagon and let the oxen go. When he came to the place where he stopped
it was so cold and such a blizzard as he hed never seen in all his life.

Soon he began to make preparations for Dlant1hg Fe struck out
a piece of land three fourths miles long to break for 1883 crop. He
had four good oxen and a good sixteen inch plow. He made eight
rounds before breakfast, let the oxen feed, then eight rounds before
dinner and eight rounds after dinner, that made thirty six miles a
day. After brea&1n§ twenty acres, he had to build a barn. Sod was
the material used at that time for barns. He built a barn 20x30 feet.
Sod was used as brick and sand was the mortor. Orutches brought
from the Sheyenne River were put in the center to hold up the “roof
which was mede by putting poles across and brush on top of the poles.
The shanty was sod up to the window. It looked like a fortress. When
there was a real hard blizzard sometimes the windows would block up
with snow and they could not tell whether it was day or night until

7



Edward Michaelis (continued)

they shoveled their way out doors. They kept a shovel in the house
every night in case they should drift in they could work their way
out. The doors had to swing to the inside always. One morning the
pioneer opened the door and it was all drifted in. He had to shovel
the snow all into the shanty till he 26%t a hole out and then shovel

it all out again in order to get out. The barns most generally had

a hole on the top for them to crawl in for it often times was im-
possible to get by the door. Feed was %ept inside the barn. Binder
twine was stretched between house and bern to guide them to and fro

in storms. Winter set in early in October 1822. Provisions were laid
for the winter from Vallev City. The winter was extremely severe.

The wind blew hard every dav most generally three days from northwest
and for a change from the southeast for three davs. It was so cold
sometimes sixty degrees below zero. Every nail inside the shanty had
a head of ice formed the size of a silver dollar much thicker in the
center than the outer edge. During the night when the fire was out
everythingfroze hard on the wall and ceiling when the fire was started
in the morning it began to thaw and made the floor wet dripping from
the ceiling.

Watering the cattle during winter was rather a hard task, the
water had to be pulled up out of the well in buckets. Standing at :
the well was not so easy on account of the cold and storm in the early
part of the winter but he had to change his method when the stock
went to drink they froze their noses white and ran shaking to the
barn from the cold.

The long winter kept all folks at home. Not being prepared for
such a long hard winter the pioneer family ran out of flour and food.
By this time Cooperstown had been built up. Mr. Michaelis wanted to
g0 to town every day but it was so storm all the while that it was
impossible for him to get there.

The fuel they used was wood. When thev were short of wood they
used five foot long slough hay. . Mr. Michaelis took bundles into the
shack at night, went to work and twisted it by hand into a solid
chunk and piled these up and put them in the stove as they were
needed. - Others took straw and screening. When they had a day of
forty below zero they would say it was a fine day. Often times the
chimneys would freeze up and the lignite soot would run down from the
chimney on to the roof and into their windows when it thawed a little
during some days.

The pioneer telle of ¥r. R. C. Cooper's wheat caravane in the
fall of 1882. =Early in the morning one could hear the rumbling of
wagon wheels and mule teams. There would be a string of loads as
far as he could see ahead of wheat headed for Ssnborn. r. Cooper
being the most prominent man in the vicinitvy was the man for whom
Cooperstown was named.

The first crop raised in 1883 was a poor one. It did not rain
ti1ll the third day of July and the wheat looked very poor.

Harvest was very late in September. The pioneer cut his wheat
in October and threshed in November. Wheat was forty cents a bushel.
There were not very many threshing machines. The grain was run into
one half bushel and put in sacks then loaded on the wagons. It took
three men to do that. There were no grain tanks at that time.

That summer the railroad track was built as far as Cooperstown.
Then thelr mail was brought up by train.

When Mr. Michaelis came to Dakota there was an abundance of



Edward Michaelis (continued)

buffelo bones laying on the prairie. People with double wagon boxes
picked the bones, then brought them to Cooperstown and sold them at
ten dollars a ton. The buffalo paths were also numerous.

There was lots of good game. Large white cranes, a veautiful
bird and also the grav crane, some swans, and wild geese by the
thousand, of various colors, gray, white and black. In spring when
they came from the south they would light on the fields and cover
at times a whole quarter section. The geese were hard on the people's
crope. They picked up the seed and ate the young plant also. Prairie
chickens were plentiful. There were also any number of song birds,
a8 good many of which have become extinet. One day about one o'clock
Mr. Wichaelis saw three nice deer coming up the road although deer
were scarce even in the early eighties. There were lots of wolves
and foxes. ‘

The court house for Griggs County was built in the summer of 1884
The material was brought up by teams, a good part of it in the winter
by sleigh in 1886-1887.

Mr. Michaelis was married a2t Egensville, Ontario, Canada in 1868
to Miss Bertha Grave. The pioneer is still living and has six
children who are all married. They are Herman J. Michaelis, Hannaford,
N. Dak., Mrs. Luther Rowly, Davidson, Saskatchewan, Canada, Mrs. Willia
Trost, Jessie, N. Dak., rs. George Stevens, Cooperstown, N. Dak.,
Ernest Michaelis, Hannaford, N. Dak., and Paul Michaselis, Hannaford,
N. Dak. The deceased are the pioneer's wife, Mrs. Edward Micheelis
and two daughters, Miss Mathilda Michaelis, and Mrs. Martha Fusel.

Mr. Edward Michaelis is at present eighty five years of age and
still active, drives his car and enjoys life. He has a beautiful
home on Lenham Avenue and Twelfth Street, Cooperstown, ¥. Dak.

_____ Walter Yichaelis
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The Pioneers: One Man’s Stnry Of The Early

by Edward Michaelis

In the summer of 1883 the
railroad track got ready as far
as Cooperstown. Then we icould
get our mail brought up to Co-
operstown by train. I am sorry
but I can’t say who was the
first post master in Cooperstown.

There was 'a mail route com-
ing from Sanborn to Mount
Clair, located on Sec. 20-145-59,
at Duncan Sinclair’s place and
Mr. Duncan Sinclair was post
imaster. Mr. Arthur Sinclair was
Imail carrier from Mount Clair
to New Rockford, going by my
place on sec. 8-145-59. I mind
that sometimes there was such
a blizzard that I thought it was
impossible to find the road, but
he would come out of the snow
mist. I could sée him for a rod
or two, then he was gone in the
‘mist again. I wondered many
fa time how he could find the
‘road. He had a brown pony
about 800 pounds, no bridle on
at all, so the pony took all the
|responsibility on himself and
(carried the mail for Uncle Sam,
iwith Archie in co-operation. Be-
fore that line had been estab-

'lished we got our mail brought

up from Sanborn by Mr.
Cooper. The ware house Was hhe
temporary post office and Al
Shue or Billy Lenham were post-
masters.

‘When I first came to Dakota
there were plenty- of buffalo
bones lying on the prairies. Peo-
ple went out with double box
wagon ,picked them up, brought
them to Cooperstown and sold
them at $10 a ton. There were
plenty of buffalo paths where
they had travelled. I found
some bones that had been saw-
ed—for steak probably by the
hunters. S

There was lots of good game.
I could see these great big
white icranes—a beautiful bird—
and also the gray crane. There
were some swans, too, and wild
geese by the ten thousands—
various colors, gray, white, black.
In spring when they came from
the south they were meoving for
more than a whole month, and
when they sat down it covered
at times a whole quarter sec-
tion. I once opened my barn,
I thought some of them would
go in, but they did mot. They
were hard on people’s crop, by|

picking up the seed and eating

the young plant also. Prairie!
chickens were plentiful. There
were some birds at that time
you don’t see any more.

One day at about 1 o’'clock I
saw three nice deer coming up
to my place, close by. Ed Han-
son fired a shot at them, but did
not hit them.

My daughter Mathilda found
a wild goose nest wilith five eggs,
brought them home and set a
hen and hatched them out. They
grew up and we had ilots of
amusement with them.

There were lots of wolves and
foxes and some lynx too.

‘Now it is no more than right
to show what kind of people we
had in this land of Dakota Ter-
ritory. As wsoon as South and
North were divided and became
a state, we went to work and
made N. Dakota prohibition, and
it has stood for that up to this
day. Before it was a state at
least three or four saloons were
in Cooperstown, and drug stores
all sold intoxicating liquor, but
they had to get out after the
election. That lhas been a ‘b!ess
ing to the state.

1In 1896-97 I believe we had trw

most snow:and storms.. On.the

28th day of October it began to
rain and on the 29th when we
came out in the morning it was
a regular blizzard and it kept
on until the snow was that deep
that trains could not run. They
had to shovel all along the track
till they had a big snow ditch,
and the next blizzard made it
worse then it was before. The

worst of it was there was no|

eoal at home. So I went out with
two teams and had about 500
pounds of coal to the load and
kept on that way until we had
a road by driving on it every
day. [But before I could do that
we wunhitched the team and
drove them through without the
sleigh.

I went that year to Canada. I
had a man hired—Andrew Han-
son. He said to me, “You can igo
and have your visit and don’t
worry. I will take good care of
everything.” And he did, too.

And when we came back in
the spring of 1897 and came as
far as Fargo, people said we
could not get through to Coop-
erstown, and I noticed when in
the coach that there was so
much snow on the track that the

earwasmnmngwsmwchonhhe,

hard snow as on the rails. The
conductor asked us if we did not
know that there was so much
snow and said, “You can’t get
through to Cooperstown.” And
so it was. We had to lay over
at Sanborn for a whole week.
They tried every day with the
snow plow—run it as far as they
could and then shovel it out,
until finally the rotary machine
got orders to clean up the road
to Cooperstown. - And that did
not go so easy. When the rotary
was as far as a little beyond
Dazey they got orders to come
back. They were needed on the
main line. But they were beyond
so far that they could not come
back before they came to Coop-
erstown to use the turn table.
Now that was good for us for
there were quite a bunch gath-
ered at Sanborn. We had no
money. The R. R. Co. started
to take icare of us, but there
were some fellows who got
themselves some whiskey and
got drunk, and so we were all
turned out. They said that if
you have money for whiskey you

can pay your own bill too. So

meet Mr. Cox. He knew me and
I asked him if he could let me
have some money. “Yes, Ed,”
he said, “all you want” So I
got all I needed.

Then we came to Cooperstown, .
and also to the farm. The build-
ings were so drifted in, the snow
reached as high as to touch the
shingles on the roof. I thought
that we would have a real flood
when the snow melted in the
spring. But no, the ground was
not frozen and the water went
in as fast as it thawed. The
crop was not much good that
year because mo frost in the
ground. The water trickled down
before it was ripe, and that is
what it always does when we
have mno frost in the ground.
Now I think I will quit. This
goes as far as to ﬁhe summer of
1897.

The climate had changed
wonderfully from 1882 to 1927,
and the people need four times
as much money as we did.

Now good bye until later.

Walter my boy, take good
care of this. I want it back if
you get through with it.

there we 'wea'?. I happened to
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~Jan G- Mills Lucille mns _Granddaughter of
Bh @/ érahm n:l‘gs.

Ja@n Graham Mills, pioneer of North Daketa, wes born in the

Province af'Quebec, Cinada, on May 23, 1854, about midway between .
Montreal and Quebec., He was the eldest of twelve children, of whom
four were boys; John Robeft. David, and Earnest, and eight were girls:
Mze, Emma, Melissa, Jennie, Rachel, Geogina, Iaudg end Jessie. At
present all are living except three sisters, Emma, Rachel and Maude.

~John Mills stayed on the farm until he was twenty-one years of
age, where he had to help support the large family. In 1875, he took
Horace Greeley's =dvice, "Go West, young man,” and left for Ontario.
At the time he left home he was twenty-five dollars in debt,

He landed in the count  of Perty, state of Ontario, among a group
of good, substantial farmers, who were of English, German and Scotch
descent, Mr, Mills states that these people were the best farmers
he has ever had the pleasure of mecting. They were well posted in
good stock ®aising as well as good agricultural men, It wes while
working here that he received his training ih how to raise good stock.

He was here for about six or seven years and then started farther
west,

Mr, Mills's father, William Mills, we:s born in the state of Iree
land and came to America when eight years of age, His mo her, Mabel
Graham was of Bcotch parentage,

His grandfather, Robert Mills, was an old British officer, He .
received a government grant of land for his services in the Britiah‘ﬁar.
Both grandfathers were pioneers in a wooded countyy,

In 1906, Mr, and Mrs, Williem Mills celebrated their golden wedding
anniversary. All the children vere home for the occasion and once more
the family was gathered around the happy Tamily cirecley; each one telling
of his or her adventures in life while away from homej but nine monthﬁ
later, this family circle was broken when the mother passed away, Just

thirteen years later, in 1719, the father passed away. Both were om the
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old hemeateaé at the timﬁa

fhink ng life v@uid be aaaiar on the prairie, ‘he &tarted for Dakota
in 1880. But did not urrive here un%il March 26, 1881, as he spent the
winter in liehiganu When nr, Mills lan&aé in SanbornyN. E&k, ‘the firat
person he met was Mr, Rollin C. Cooper, another of aur old ?iomaers, who
has, in the years since the, proved to be a true friend indeed. Many
are the kind deeds that have been rendereé by Mr. dooperg I am sure none
will forget them. |

Mr, Cooper spent all of his best days on the prairie lands of North
Dskota and even now, when the birds return here in the agring, Mr. Cooper
also returns to spend his summer vacation in Cooperstown, te¢ town which
was named after him, His winter months, are,’however,"apeﬁt in the
sunny south in the state of Florida.
| John Mills, before returning to Cenada, drew up a comtract, bought
the lumber and paid the curpanters_fdr having & house built that fall so
that when he returned with his bride in the following year, a new house
would be awaiting them., But when he landed here in the spring of 1882,
no house was to be seen, The aarpentera thought that as long as he was -
not returning for a year they would have plenty of time, but they had teken
too much for grant,

‘ The first thing Mr., Mills did was c¢all in the neighbors to help him
build his house, at which they agreed to do if Mr, M&lls would board the
men until the house was build., Of course that would be cheap carpenters,
se within & week the new house wéa completed, P

John Mills was married March 15, 1882; to Mary C. Fletoher; Miss
Fletcher lived in St. Mary's, Omtario, Canada, and was one of three
children. 8he had one brother, Wwilliem older, and one brother, George,
younger, ‘

At the age of thirteen her methér died and the responsibility éf

tak'ng care of her younger bdbrother , fell on her,
-2



She was 6f‘xaglinh parentage aond her parents were pioneers of the
Province of Ontario.,

Many & time the deer and the antelope would come up to the wooden
fence a.d stand and watch the dhildren at play in th&~y&rdw.

. In the spring of 1882, Mr, Mills, and Duncan Sinélsir 4 with their
farm ¢ uipment started for the prairie dands of N, Dak., Three wecks
later, Mrs, Mills and Mrs, Duncan Sinclair came, Mr, Mills and Mr.
Sinclair came with an excursién of sbout thirty immigrents, They travel-
¢d on the Grand Trunk, Michigan Center, Chicago Northvester and Northern
Pacifie railroads, They were five and a half days on the road., Every-
thing went fine until thé Northern Pacific train, pullecd in too somewhere
near the Southern psrt of Minnesota, But nevertheless, the excursion
reached Sanborn in good céndition.

When Mr, Mills and Yr, S8inclair came through, from Sanborn to Hanna=
frd, they had to breszk the icechefore they could cross the Bald Hill creek
and get up‘ﬁo their farms, ,

When Mrs, Sinclair and Mrs, Mills reached Saborn, they had to stop
at the W, T, McCullock home in Sa born, as they had no home to go to as
yet, Mr, Mills telegraphed the two women asnd told them not to come yet
at neither home was finished, but as the depot agent forgot to take the .
address of Mrs, Mills, he did not know where to send it to and so he never
sent the telegram at all, 8o the women eame; Only one week was spent
in Sanborn and then they came North to Hannarord, to oeccupy their own
new home,

The home in which Mrs, Mills went to was considered an "up-to-date®.
home zs it wes the first two-story house in that community, If we should
see such a house today we would hardly think it fit for a granary to say
nothing of a house, The kitchen floor wos one m de by nature and most . -
everywhere you looked, the sunlight would be shining thranéﬁ small eracks
in the wall, 1In 1894, an additioa of four rooms were built onm and then

it looked more like a house of a cigilixed HAhEFEL man,



In June 26, 1883, a soh, Milton Ethelbert, was born. His boyhood
days were spent -t home unfil the age of twenty-three, when he left home and
>utarted a farm of his own just one~half mile west of the old homeste: d.
IIWhen he moved tafﬁhv York: state in lglg,hthe place wes rented to‘Rébert
Pittenger, who mow resides on the place, '

On Janmuary 1, 1914, he wss married to Maude Parrish of Illinois. No
children hove been born to themy; but they have adopted two boys,

September 18, 1886;}a daughter, M:Dbel Elizabeth was born to Mr, and -+
Mrs., Johm Mills. Her younger life was spent at home, At the age of fifteen
she left for Minneapelis, where she attended high sehbol, After finishe .
ing her four years of high school she spent one yeaur at the Music Eanaervattvé
at Fargo. She then taught Music and drawing for one year at Cavalier
and the following year she taught high school at Hannaford, for a period of
three months., The next year, 1912, she was married to Mr, Eli W, Parker,
of Leke Mills, Iowa, One child, Jeune Winifred, was born to them,

 April 22, 1888, a third child, George William was born to Mr., and Mrs.

John Mills. All his life has been spent on the old homestend, now
located three and one half miles north of Hannaford., On march 6, 1912, he
was united in marriage to Veda B, Shepherd of GOOpPrstown, North Dakota.
To them four children have been bormi Lucille Haé3 ?1orenee Eleanor,
- Jeannete EvelynJand John Rodney.
March 30, 1912, Mr, and Mrs, John Mills moved to town and h:ove simce made
their home there, .

When John WMills came to occupy his grant of land, it wss not surveyed,
so he h'd to"squst"on it. All he had received was a "Squaters Right.* ...
He had to do his own surveying as it was only surveyed in townships and not
“hen the 1aad:was surveyed for sections, the section line was put.
~ through the house. It went through a window and then out through a doory

but when the surveyors noticed this they went back and surveyed the line
over again and this time the line was put about two rods from the back door
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step. : | ‘

After July 12, 1882, the nemelitond was loceted in Griggs County,
Bald Hill, Township 145, Sectlion 22 and 28, range 59. :

The farmers who wanted to file on land in North Dakota had to go
to Gargo to receive their rights. Ipbrder to be the first one to get
his papers, John Mills slept in thewwindow of the land office bullding
in FPargo all night, He wanted to be the first one in Bald Hill to
receive his claim,

The fallowing years, he put out two tree claims, each consisting
of ten acres, but both years it was a complete fallure,

In the year of 1885 there were no crops, as a settler on the other
side of the James River wanted to see what a prairie fire was like, so
he started a stubble burning just at the other side of the river bank, but
as everything was "bome dry" that year, and the river wes very low, the
sperks soon leaped over the smell stream, As a result, the fire kept
spreading and finally resulted in a real prairie fire, wich took all
erops and eveyyting in its pakh,

In 1886, Mr. Mills's crop consisted of eight shocks of wheat, a
wheelbarrow of potatoes end a few oats, which were threshed by Soren
Bepg. He threshed all forenoon of one day and did not get enough oats
to feed the mules which were hnulihg all the water for the maschine. The
next year the same land produced wheat which avoraged twemty-four bushels
to the acre, '

The erop of 1888 was froze out, but as there was plenty of feed so
that nothing suffered fvom it.

During the year's which followed, some were very prosperous years
and some were very hard years, but stlll the family was happy as
there was no sickness or hungry people.

From the year John Mills landed in North Dakota, he practised
diversidied ferming. This was one of the hobbles of the early farmers,
but few were very successful, Mr. Killg bought the first spreader that
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‘was shipped into Griggs County. The first comnbinder was brought

home but no one kmew how to put 1t together. Finally Ram Hazzar, who had
only driven a cornbinder for half a day, started putting it together.
Gradually they found e place for every plece and the comnbinder was ready
for use. ‘ ,

The first binder he bought was a Plano, which cost originally
three~hundred dollars, but after making a few offers, the price wes
cut to two-hnndrgd‘und sixty dollers. This proved to be a good binder
though, as 1t was used for fourteen years, He also bought a mowing
machine end a rake, which amounted to ano~hnndrad‘dollars¢

John Mills helped heul the lumber which was wsed to build
the first house of Cooperstown, At proseht the house 1s located near
the courthouse. The lumber had to be hauled from Sanborn, which was a
distance of twenty-eight miles from the homestead, end about thirty-
eight from the present site of Cooperstown,

Anyone coming to North Dakota had a hard time at first as the
methods and customs of farming were entirely different from those of the
other countries, As Mr, Mills states, "Good common sense went a longer
ways than some of the proved theories," W

In 1880, was the last buffalo hunt. When the pioneews of 181 cnﬁa
here, there were no buffales, just a lot of bones. However, there were
plenty of deer and antelope roaming through the country. There were
also plenty of geese, One day the geese were so thimsk that they could
hardly plow through tham.» Another day Mr. Mills shot and wounded five
with the one shot.

The first posteoffice of that neighborhood was locsasted at Duncan
Sinclaeirs, Four miles north and one mile west of Hamnaford, At present
Anton Painter lives on the place, This post-office was called moun§
Claire, A few years later it was moved to the Northern Pacific section
house., _

The first election was held in 1882, The prinecipal question wasjg
b=



Should they move the County Seat to Cooperstown or leave it at Hope.
There was a big pull between the two places but Cooperstown finally
won out an¢ the County Seat was moved to Cooperstown. It was not
moved until 1884, tho, as the Courthouse was not finished until then.

The first officers of this election were: Sam Bansborn, John
Houghton end John Mills. These thwee men worked till five 0tclock
in the morning making out the returns for the election.

The first records of 1883 for Gri gs County were kept in ome of R.
C. Cooper's grainarys., They were kept here for only one year though
as the courthouse was bullt the following year.

During this one year the recor ds were discovered to Dbe missing twice.
The first time they were found at Cooperstown. The officers here had stoler
them from Hope, as they wanted to look over the records. Later they were
acain miéaea from the grainary and it was found that the people of Hope
had stolen them from the Branary for the same reason, However, when the
officials of Hope returned them to the granary, they were in perfect

condition.

Nrs. Mills tells of ome incident where a man came riding pest her
house shouting that the Indiens were coming. Not knawiﬁg what to do
or where to hide, she decided that the bést thing to do would be to
just stand in the door-way and watch for them. If she hid they would
find her anyway. Late that afternmoon, she sew a group of horsemen
coming over the hill at the North. Yesj that must be them, but as they
drew closer, she found it to be Mr. Cooper and his men., They Wwere
moving from Sanborn to Mr, Cooper's ranch up by Cooperstown.

In isos,lsohn Mills decided that he would like to raise cattle.
He started with four head of pureBread Herefords. From the small
beginniné, the heard increased to & good size.

In 1910, he exhibited at the fair in Fargo. In 1912, he again
exhibited all around the cireult and was then made one of the charter
members of the State Fair Board, and wes president of the Griggs
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. County Fair Association for nineteen years, missing only one Fair
meeting in that time.

When Mr. Mills left the farm in 1912, his youngest son bought
all of the stock. Since then he has taken cherge of the stock rais-
ing. A%t present he owns about sixty head of Herefords,

When George Mills took over tha atock, for a few years he exhibited
at the fair, but as tima went om, there was more work to do on the fam,
end so the idea of going on with the exhibiting, was given up, and since
then no eﬁhibiging ﬁns been done.

At the rourth‘Anﬁual Porteait Gallery held in Fargo in 1925,

Mr, Mills was one ér the two men of North Dakota to heve his picture
hﬁng in the Saddle and Sirloin Chub Hall of feme, W. L. Richards of
Dickinson, Forth Dskota, was the obher person to be so honored,

nr. uills was elected to the Hall of Feame for his outstanding
werk 1n krying to better the agriaultura in North Dakota.

During the year 1925, there were eight men who hadmégeir portraits
placed in the Hall of Fame} namely, James H, Bosarg, Grand Forksj
John Christiansen, New Salemj James B, Power, Leonardj Oscar H. will,
Bismarck; Frank Sanford, Valley Citys David Clark, Bo#taneap; and
E. C. Butler of Gooperstown. |

If both Mr, And Mrs, John Mills keep their health and remsin well,
they expect to celebrate their Golden Wedding Amniversary next June,

The Date falls anM/_s, 1932, but as they expect all the children,
grandchlldren, brothers, sisters and all relatlon to attend, they have
set the date for sometime in June, so that all can bo'present.
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