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//1f~ : Biography of Theodore Moe
{5 : --Halfryd Moe

Conrad Moe came to the Unlted States in 1844. He made his home
near Fargo, North Dakota.

In 1873 he married Rosella HJlelsing. To them nine children were
born, three are dead. The children living are Charlotte, Mrs. Teigen,
Edwerd, Cornelious, John and Theodore, of whom I am now going to write
the blography.

Theodore Moe was born December 16, 1876 in Cass County, near Fargo.

During his boyhood he lived on the farm with his parents and brothers
and sistérs. His young life was spent as most boys will spend their
time. Lots of thelr good times were spent swimming, fishing, and skating
in the Sheyenne River as it flowed right by their home.

The school he attended was not like the schools of today, the teacher
wae a poorly educated one and the conditions of the school were poor in
general.

Work was also a part of his day's task, helping with the farm work,
and so forth.

At about the age of nineteen he attended the Concordia, only one
year. He was also employed in a drug store for a time.

He then went to Richland County. Here they, Theodore and one of
hies brothers, built a rude shack and a barn. They farmed there for
about two years and then moved to Griggs County, nine miles north of
Cooperstown.

The trip was made by wagons. The whole Journey took four days.
This was in April and it was yet cold so it was not pleasant to sleep
out in the open. Food they had, which his mother and sisters had pre-
pared, as this was with the whole family Theodore was moving.

Broken furniture, and the loss of one horse, was the result of a
runaway. No other accident occurred, however.

When they came here the family bought two thousand acres of land,
which they later divided. Conrad, E. C. Moe, (Theodore's father) and
another brother, divided the land among them--Theodore then having eight
quarters left.

At that time some of the nearest neighbors were--Knute Thompson,
Thorval Gunderson, Detwillers, Chamberland, Wilcox and LaPlant.

The farm machinery was different from what 1t is now. It looked
to be more complicated, but could not do the work the machilnery does
now adays. They had three King binders on which six to eight horses
were needed, “three plows on which five horses were used, drills and
other machinery was also plentiful.
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Biography of Theodore Moe
--Helfryd Moe

The first two years they hired threshing. Then in later years
Theodore bought the following, Case Steam, Minneapolis Steam, Case Steam
(another), Guiser and Gas engine, and then the last which was a Case
and Gass engine. Much threshing was done with these machines, for the
_neighbors and people far away also. Many men were needed with the big
“threshing machines, so the women folks also had plenty of work to do as,
'usual%y, the Moe's boarded them when they threshed for others (in earlier
years).

The crops were good and the prices were reasonably high. Blue
Stem Wheat, flax, oats, and barley were the chief grains raised. Later
in about 1914 Theodore started raising more Duram and Macaronl wheat.
More corn was ralsed and the last years of farming, Marquis, Duramn,
Dakota and several other kinds of wheat were raised.

- The fuel of early days was obtained from the trees at the Sheyenne
River which was part of the land bought.

Stock was raised, ranging from one hundred and fifty to one hun-
dred and seventy-five.

Hardships were plentiful in the early days. In winter the men
would have to load wheat at thirty-five below zero. 8Six loads of straw
a day was needed; and many times 1t was windy and cold so it was no great
delight to go out in the cold and work hard all days.

Then the war came. When there was no help to get on a farm and
with eight quarters of land, not much could be done to handle 1t the
way it should have been. Theodore and family then moved into town
two winters and rented out the farm.

Theodore Moe was in the fall of 1905, at Ayr, North Dakota married
to Tenla Peterson, who came here from Bergen, Norway.

The descendants are Johnnie and Halfryd.

Because of hard times and losing the farm, Theodore Moe and family
moved to Cooperstown where they have been making their home since the
spring of 1926.



) \ | ) Blography of Knut S. loen
' ; --Adeline B. Moen

This pioneer, Mr. Knut S. Moen, was born at Helengdel, Norwsy, on
March 27, 1849. He was the son of Sever and Bergit Moen. Knut loen was
married in the yesr of 1872 to Miss Sissel Odegaard in Norwezy. To this
union eight children were born, three being born in Norway and the other
five in North Dakota, but only three now living which sre lir. Sever K.
Moen, and Cerl Butler Moen, who are farmers in Griggs county, North
Dakota, and Bertha Celis lMoen who resides at home in the city of Anetas,
North Dekote. He then left Norway to seek a better home for himgelf
and family. He immigrated to America. He chose North Dakots becsuse
he believed it to be a good state for agricultural purposes. He slso
chose North Dskota for his future on account of free homesteads and
because 1t offered bigger opportunities for a person with small fi-
nancisl means. He immigrated to America in 1881, coming to Hillsboro,
N. Dek. where he resided one year, coming there on account of having
relatives where he could lesve his wife and children while he went in
search of 2 homestead on which to mske a home for himself and family.

In the spring of 1882 he left Hillsboro and moved on his first
homestead, Southeast %, Section 18, Township 148, Range 58, Lenora
Townshlp, Griggs County, North Dakota. To reasch his first homestead he
hired o man to take himself and family to their new home which was the
distance of seventy miles. The trip was made with =2 yoke of oxen and
an open wagon. It took them two days and they slept over night in the
open with the sky as a roof.

Their first house was a one room frame house (12x14) partly soded
up on the outside. Here they lived seven years snd nearly all the time
had crop fallures on sccount of draught and sometimes frost. Therefore
he had to work out in order to mske enough money for food and clothing
for the famlily. There being no crops near by, there was no work to get.
He walked to Hillsboro, North Dakota, the distance of seventy miles, and
worked through harvest gnd threshing. Then walked all the way home again
sometimes after snow was on the ground and no roads except some places
a narrow trall from s wagon and no houses or farms for s distance of
twenty mlles out of those seventy. The trips to town for provisions
were made by oxen and the nearest town was Portland, North Dakota, s dis-
tance of forty miles. He was several times overtaken by storms and rain
and would be gone for seversl days. Later on Cooperstown was the nearest
town about eighteen miles. During this time there was sickness in the
femlly and he walked all the way to Cooperstown for medicine. In 1885
one daughter died at the age of thirteen years.

For fuel they used wood which he bought from homesteaders living
near the Sheyenne River. The trees were chopped down, hauled home, then
sawed and chooped for wood.

Hls nearest neighbors were Anreas Hegna, Christian Jacobsen, gnd
Syver Odegasrd.

They were several times visitéd by prairie fires, but by hard work
were gble to save the bulldings and property, so not much was lost by
fire. 1In 1889 his wife became the heiress of her father's homestead which



Biography of Knut S. lMoen
--Adeline B. lMoen

was located southwest %, Section 3, Township 148, Range 58. He left his
homestead and moved on the latter on account of it being better farm
land where he lived until the fall of 1908 when he moved to the clty of
Aneta, North Dakots. :

This pioneer, lMr. Knut 8. Moen, died December 21, 1926, at his home
-in Aneta, North Dakota, st the age of 77 years, 8 months, and 24 days.

- He 1s survived by his wife, children, brother, and two sisters. His
funeral took place in Aneta, North Dakota in the Lutheran Church on
December 27, 1926. He was buried at the Velley Grove Cemetery at Kloten,
N.Dak. The honor pallbearers being Joe Miller, R. H. Belden, N. 0. West-
man, Asle Flaten, Even Erlendson, snd Hans Almas. The regular pall-
bearers were A. T. Huso, O. J. Huso, A. E. lloen, John Sletten, Sever
Lund gnd John Carlson.
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PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Knut 8. Moen

This pioneer, Mr. Xnut S. Moen, was born at Halengdal, Norwav,
on March 37, 1849. He was a son of Sever and Bergit Moen. ¥nut
Moen was married in the year of 1872 to Miss Sissel Odegaard in Norway.
To this union eight children were born, three being born in Norway
and the other five in North Dakota, but only three are now living
which are Mr. Sever ¥. Moen, and Carl Butler Yoen, who are farmers in
Griggs County, North Dakota, and Bertha Celia Yoen who resides at home
in the city of Aneta, M. Dak. He then left Norwavy to seek a better
home for himself and family. He immwigrated to America. ¥e chose
North Dakota because he believed it to be a good state for agricultural
purposes. He also chose North Dakota for his future on account of free
homesteads and because it offered bigger opportunities for a person
with small financial means. He immigrated to America in 1s®l, coming
to Hillsboro, N. Dak. where he resided one vear, coming there on
account of having relatives where he could leave his wife and children
while he went in search of a homestead on which to make a home for
himself and family.

In the spring of 1882 he left Hillsboro and moved on his first
homestead, Southeast i, Section 18, Township 148, Range 58, Lenora
Township, Griggs County, North Dakota. To reach his first homestead
he hired a man to take himself and family to their new home which was
the distance of seventy miles. The trip was made with a yoke of oxen
and an open wagon. It took them two davs and they glept over night
in the open with the sky as a roof.

Their first house was a one room frame house (12 by 14) partly
sodded up on the outside. Here they lived seven years and nearly all
the time had crop failures on account of draught and sometimes frost.
Therefore he had to work out in order t» make enough money for food
and clothing for the family. There being no crops near by, there was no
work to get. He walked to Hillsboro, North Dakota, the distance of
seventy miles, and worked through harvest and threshing. Then walked
all the way home again sometimes after snow was on the ground and no
roads except some places a narrow trail from a wagon and no houses or
farms for a distance of twenty miles or of those seventy. The trips
to town for provisions were made by oxen and the nearest town was
Portland, North Dakota, a distance of forty miles. e was several times
overtaken by storms and rain and would be gone for several days. Later
on Cooperstown was the nearest town about eighteen miles. During this
time there was sickness in the family and he walked all the way to
Cooperstown for medicine. 1In 1885 one daughter died at the age of
thirteen years. :

For fuel they used wood which he bouzht from homesteaders living
near the Sheyenne River. The trees werdchopped down, hanled home,
then sawed and chopped for wood.

Fils nearest neighbore were Andreas Hegna, Christian Jacobson, and

‘Syver Odegaard.

They were several times vieited by prairie fires, but by hard
work were able to save the buildings and proverty, so not much was lost
by fire. In 18829 his wife became the helress of her father's homestead
which was located Southwest g, Section 3, Township 148, Range 58. FHe
left his homestead and moved on the latter on account of it being better
farm land where he lived until the fall of 1908 when he moved to the
city of Aneta, North Dakota.

This pioneer, Mr. ¥nut S. Moen, died December 5 3 1926 at his
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Knut S. Moen (continued)

home in Aneta, North Dakota, at the age of 77 years, 8 months, and

24 days. He 1s survived by his wife, children, brother, and two
sieters. His funeral took place in Aneta, North Dakota in the Lutheran
Church on December 27, 1936. Fe was buried at the Valley Grove
Cemetery at Xloten, Y. Dak. The honor pallbearers being Joe Miller,

R. H. Belden, W. 0. Westman, Asle Flaten, Even Erlandson, and Yans
Almas. The regular pallbearers were A. T. Huso, 0. J. Huso, A. E.
Moen, John Sletten, Sever Lund and John Carlson.

~-—Adeline B. Yoen
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Albert I. Monson

Tmn interview by Hannah Lende &
Aibvers I, Honson Was bom in Alanokee Co., Hauover tamah‘np,

Towa, May By 15867, ﬂiu paurents we e W«m emd mg;ebor Yonson.
Thers wars five boyu md two giris in the fanily. In 1537& they |
1aft Iow %‘u.m went to Km;tov*dw, Uinn. by covered wagon. Hare
thaey 111&2 fcnj two y roare whan they u%uf'tml 2o0* Dukosa mrritory,
185k, The Covered wagon was pulled by horaas S0 "?owo‘v City,
whatve they $raded the homsasn x'm.' & yoke of 6:&:’;. A Fompany of

W0 other wagons followad %ha wmucna-» .mhn Am«amn and Thoe

Hadlvo tson. The uhlldren md.ke& hﬂh&ni G Ny ‘tna the utcwk’.

B

The party acived in Dukc%& Soeritory Oct., 183 after o
8ix weeks jJoumey. Wven _Mmaoﬁ and Atmeson had besn %o Dakota

in the apring of 1881, Mven Monson had taken a

tead on

-

#ection °, Gt«nﬂéw zqnnsh‘!‘p, _é;;ﬁbﬂuicomty and A»'én‘won‘ helped
his bui2d @ hanty. The chanty was 14" by 36' and mate frow
~dogs, with bark and sod for root. A bam waw butlt o imi
througa ths wintar, for the lul’epc;k‘. T™his was doce when they
cane in Otmbﬁ ¢  They all @_t ;buh}}" atacking up wood etc. %o
presate for wintsr. Albart woﬁsod on the fums for George
Baﬁmrd for two weeks in November. In the wid de of Howeaber
with hls fathar, Owund Ophelm, and John _A\moﬁox;, he went to
Vail ey City for provisions for the winter. The teip tomt ‘them

four and one~hall days, the nen ﬁlﬂlg)lng outaula under the

wagon and Wy haystacks every night. 0O Sheir w }‘ _,: batk they
were 1n the midut of 4 prairde fire. "‘o GaY thomﬂ.vsa thay

1it the pralrie and folliowsd the i fe.  That's ene %ime Albert
waw wl !.‘a.id.. o 7 -

The aartng ef 1333 m Mam broks up theaz' land for



fartm The fitet two yeath ths‘v broke 1t with cattle. The

Bawe year Albert worked in Hayville fw James Knuison through

Jhaying, plowing, snd theesh tm; for flve mn%ha. He ¢ame buck

just before Chfiutu“' n

W
e

eh, 18483 ha want back %o work |
for Koulson again and wtayel there %11 the midile of Hovenber
when he want hack on thnv fume %0 iml;a his foliks, |
During the firvut years heve, the Mounuvons and the whole
neighbo ehﬁad would gathar at tho} different hones for dances.
They were heold once eveey week and nomﬂj}iﬁoa twice & week. The
neignborcs wo dd walk as fae au'\m_v:em miles %o @ dunce. They /
“are !ml:i in the homes of Jan ?arﬁn, John Qualay, Johw Amsson,
Ole Bjugstad, Watt Hilstad, and other houes. The fiddiers were
t&cuully Gilbert Qleon and Osmand Windlass, the latter living at

Boese river.

The ¢rops were good until mma when there was o {rost wnd
i P *Z; ? af

froze all the drons. The Bame yoar Albart startel ‘uming on

A7l
hA‘

hié men in section 3, Washbuen tomuhm.

June 24, 1390 he was nartled %0 Muthilda any by Rev.

8
TEi A

Larson at John Wy

Qualey's plaﬁa.  Albert lived on his farm
until 1393 whm he traded hic foem for a livery bam in Cmper-‘ ’
stown. After owalng the 1livery bamm a 11%%le over two vears
he tradad 1% fo? another faen :la» Lenors Sownship,

In 1893 Hr. Nonson waﬁwci for Ward and Luklken, dsalera in
machinsey at— Dak. unttl the spring of mwﬁ«nm he
startei in the Hwhmq business of hie owne In the vvupring of
1300 he s0id his interesis in the mathinery %o Julius Bm«. and

went 1nto the butcher bu inaas forgone yea In the & rAng at

180% he wt aul{1b.

\



611 1914 Mr. Monson moved to Cooperstown when he was elected
sheriff and held that position four years and then went back to
his farm.

In the spring of 1919 Mr. Monson built a new barn. A flood
came the same spring and drove the pigs and cattle out of their
sheds. The whole valley was flooded. People and cattle were
forced to move to higher land.

Six children were born to this marriage- Myrtle, 1891,
Flmer, 1893, Lillian (Mrs. ®d. Balkan), 1895, ®lma, 1898, Mrs.
Henry Hanson, 1900, and Melfred, 1207.



d b . Biography of Evan Monson
-=Melfred Monson

1 Evan and Ingeborg Monson came from Norway with two of thelr
¢hildren. The other seven were born in Alamakee County near Decoreh,
Iowa, Six boys and three girls, all of whom are still living except
Muns, the oldest, who died in March 1926. He left a wife and three
children, the oldest of which is ten years old.

Evan Monson emigrated to North Dakota in 188l. He left Iowa on
account of the chinch bug and grasshoppers eating up all the crops and
also because of the free land in Dakota. He came up in the summer of
1881 and staked out his land and built a dugout with logs for a roof.
His claim:is seven miles west of where Finley now is, He brought his
family up here in the fall. He came as far as Minnesota with horses
and then traded his horses for a yoke of oxen., They came from there
in a prairie schooner. The four older boys walked all the way with
their father, while the youngest boys and the girls and their mother
rode most of the way. Albert I monson was then fourteen years old.

He was born in 1867, There were meny of the old pioneers already here.
Omand Opheim came in 1879, Qualey and Ivar Seim came in 1880 and
John Hanson Bjudstad eand Arneson came in 1881.

The first year they raised wheat and other grains, and the first
year they needed all the gralns for food and feed. They got all their
fuel in the woods on the Sheyenne River about two miles west of their
place. Wheat was then about 60¢ a bushel and the other grains were
much lower, They used a cradle to cut the grains and they sowed by
hand., The first reaper they used, they had to tle the bundles by hand.
They cost close to $300. They had to have two men to run them. They
hed to go to Valley City for provisions, and it took three and a half
days to make the trip. They got their mail from Portland. They got
it once a week. A man would go on skis in winter and bring back all
the mail for the neighbors. The first winter was a hard one, They
had many blizzards and some narrowly escaped getting lost.

Albert Monson married Mathilda Qualey in 1891 and to their union
was born, six children, four of which are still living-three girls and
one boy, as follows:

Mrs. Edwin Bolkan, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
Myrtle Monson, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
Melfred Monson, Cooperstown, North Dgkota.
Mrs., Henery Hanson, Melstone, Montana.

The names of his brothers and sisters are:
Henry Monson, Fowler, Montang,

Hans Monson, Lacrosse, Wisconsin.

Evan Monson, Finley, North Dakota,

Knut Monson, Cooperstown, North Dakota.

Mrs. Harnes Hegge, DeSant, North Dakota

Mrs, J. W, Knoxen, ILuverne, North Dakota

Mrs, Johanna Sermgard, Devils Lake, North Dakota
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