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Brograpl:y "t :lfr3tiff."fi:.
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eonnad. Moe oanne to the Unlted $tates 1n L844. He nacle hls bone
near Fargo, North Dakota.

In L8?3 he manrled. RoeeLLa HJelslng. fo them nlne chll i lren were
bonnr three are d.ead,. The chlLdren l lvlng ane Chanlotte, Mng. Telgenr
Edward., Connellous, John end. Theod.one, of whon I am now golng to wnlte
the blography.

TheoiLone Moe was born D6cenben L6, L8?6 ln Caeg County, ne&r Far.go.

Drrlng hls boyhooit he fivea on the fannr wlth hla panents and. brothers
andl slet6ne. Hls young llfo was spent as Boet boys w111 spendl thelr
tlne. Lote of theln good tlnes were epent ewlmnlng, f lghlng, and. ekatlng
1n the theyenne R1ver as lt flowed rlght by theln hone.

The gohooL be attended. wae not l1ke the echooJ-e of tod.ayr the teaeher
was e poorly eitucatedl one and. the condltlons of the gchool were poor ln
general.

Wonh wae also a pant of blg dayb taok, helplng wlth the fanm work,
and so forth.

At about the age of nlneteen he attend.ed. the Concond.la, only one
y@an. I{e ras also employedl 1n a dnug etone fon a tlne.

He then went to Rlehland. County. Ilene theyr lfheoilone and. onE of
hls br.othene, bullt a nuite ehaek andl a bar.n. They farrned. there fon
about two years endl. then novecl to Gnlggs Countyr nlne nlles nonth of
Cooperstown.

?he trlp wae nad.e by wagone. Ttre whoLe Journey took four dlaye.
l lhls wae ln Aprll ancl lt was yet coLd 60 1t ras not pJ.eaeant to eleep
out ln the op6n. Food they had, whleh hls nothen and. sletene had pne-
pared., as thls wae wlth the rhoLe fanlly Theodore was novlng.

Bnoken furnltune, and the Loge of one horse, wcr.s the nesuLt of a
runaway. No other aceldent oeeunned., hoilever.

lfhen they o€une hene the fanll"y bought two.thousand. aenes of Lanct,
whlcb they later dlvli leit. Conrad., E. C. Moe, (Theod.onere fathen) anil
another brothen, illvlclecl the landt araong then--fheodore then bavlng elght
_quarter.e Left.

At that tlrse sone of the nqarest nelghbors $er6--Knute llhonpeon,
fhorvaL Gundenson, DetwlLLener Chanberland, Sllcox and LaPlant.

fhe fann nechlnery was d.lffenent fron whet 1t ls now. It Looked
to be more eomplleatecl, but couLd not d.o the rork the maehlner"y does
now aday"S. They trad three Klng blndene on whloh elx to elght honees
wsre need.ed., ithree plows on Fhleh flve horsee were used., dlrllls end
othen nachlneey was aleo pLent1fu1.
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Blography of Iheoitore Moe
--Halfryd. Moe

Fhe flrst two yeans they hlned threshlng. Then 1n Later yeers
fheoclore bought the fo]-1ow1ngr Case Stearnr Mlnneapolls $team, Case Stean
(anothen), Gulsen and. Gag englner &Bd. then the laet shlcb wag s Case
and. Gasg englne. Muoh threshlng was ilone rlth t]:ese machlneg, fon tbe
nelghborg ancl people fan away aleo. l{any men were neeiled. wlth the blg
thneehlng naehlnes, so the women folke aleo had. plenty of work to d.o &sr-usualIy, 

the Uoets boar.itecl them when they thneeheii for othene (ln eanller
yeane ) .

The erope were goodl. and the pnloes were reasonably hlgh. BLue
Sten Wheat, f lax, oats, and banley wene the chlef gralns raleed.. Later
ln about L9L4 llheodone gtanted. nalslng mor6 Dunam and Macaronl wheat.
Mors oonn was nalsed and the l-aet years of fannlng, Manquls, Duran,
Dakota and. eevenal other klnds of wheat wene nalsed.

The fueL of eanLy d.ays was obtalned fron the trees at the theyenne
Rlver" whlch wae part of tbe land bought.

Stock wae ralsed., nanglng fron one hund.red. and flfty to one hun-
dred. anci seventy-flve.

Hardshlps rere plentlfuL ln the eanly ctays. In wlnten the nen
would have to load. wheat at thlrty-flve beLow sero. 81x loads of stnaw
a day wae need.ed,l and many tlnee 1t wae wlndy anil co].d so 1t was no gneat
deLtght to go out ln the colil and. work hand. all daye.

Then the war cane. When thene sas no help to get on a fanm and
wlth elght quartens of land, not nuch coulil be ilone to hand.le lt the
way lt should. have,, beon. Theod.ore and fanlly then noved lnto town
two wlntens and nented out the farn.

lfbeoilone Moe was ln the falL of 1905r at Ayn, North Dakota mannled
to Tenla Petenson, who cane hene from Bergen, Norryay-

?he d.eecenilants ane Johnnle ancl Halfryil.

Becauee of hard. tlneg and. Los1ng the fann, Theod.one Moe and fanlly
movecl to Coopenstown wher:e they have been maklng theln home elnce the
spnlng of 1996.



EL ograPht 
"t-:lHlrfr"n"il'*o u'

Thls ploleer-, luiq. Knut s. &ioen, was born at }Ielengdal, Norwayr o51Mardn 27, 1849. IIe was the son of 3ever and. Berglt hioen. Knut 1,ioen wasmarrled- 1n the year of J.8?2 to lri l lss Slssel Odegalrd in Norway. fo tfrrsunlon elg'ht chlld.ren were born, three belng boFn 1n Norway ana the otherflve in North_Da.kota, but only three now lfv1ng whlch a-re }rir, Sever K.Moen, and. ca.rl Butler $roen, who are farmers 1n Grlgg;s county, Northpg.hotar and'  Bertha Cel ls nloen who resld.es at  home i ;  the cr ty oi  Aneta,North Dakota.  He then lef t  Norway to seek a better home for hlnsel f
and' famlly. He lmmlgnated to Amerlca. He chose North Dakota be"u*r"
he bel leved 1t-  t9 be a good. state for  agr lcul tural  purposes. He alsochose North Da"kota ror h1s future on a.c6ount of freb hbmestead.s and.beca-use 1t  of fered. blgger opportunl t les for  a person wlth smal l  f1-
na.nclal  means..  He lTmigrated to Amerlca 1n 18b1, eomlng to Hl l lsboro,
N. DaJr. where he reslded. one year, comlng there on aecofint of havlngrelat lves where he could leave h1s wlfe Ind ehl lAren wh11e he went ln
search of e. homestea.d on whlch to make a home for hlmself and fa.mlly.

In the snr lng of  1882 he lef t  Hl1lsboro and. moved. on hls f l rst
homestead, southeast | ,  sect lon 18, fownshlp 14g, Range bg, Lenora
Townshlp, Grlggs County, North Dakoia. To rbach hls ffrst homestead" hehlred' a man to take hlmself and. famlly to thelr new home whlch was thed' lsta-nce of  seventy m11es. The tr lp was ms,d.e rql th a yoke of  oxen and"an open $ragon. It took them trvo days and" they slept over nlght ln theopen wlth the sky as a roof.

Thelr f lrst house was a one room frame house (tZxt+) partly sod.ed.
9p on the outsld-e. Here they 11ved. seven years B.nd. nearly-a1t ifre tlrnehad- crop fallures on account of d-raught ana sometlmes frost. Thereforehe had to work out 1n order to make Snough money ior-rooo ana elothtngfor the faml ly.  There belng no crops neIr ,by,  t t rere was no work to get.
He walked to l { l l lsboro,  Norfh Dakotb,  the d. l i ' tance of  seventy rnl1es, andworked. through harvest and. threshlng. Then walhed. a.Ll the wl.y fio*e a,galnsometimes after snow was on the ground" and no road.s except sote places
a narrow trall fron a wagon and no houses or farms for a Ctstanc-e oftwenty m1les out of  those seventy.  The tr lps to town for provrsions
were mad'e by oxen and the neo.rest town was Fortland., Norti inanoia, a d.ls-ta.nce of  for ty ml1es. I Ie was several  t lnes overta"ken by storms ano ra1n
and would be S-one for several d.ays. Later on Cooperstoin was the nearestt^o* l_about elghteen nnl les.  Dur lng th ls t lme therL was slckness 1n the
fastl ly and he wa"lked all the way [o Coo'oerstown for med.lc1ne. In lggbone d.aughter d"led" at the age of thlrteen years.

For fuel they used. wood. whlch he bought fron horoestead.ers l lvlngnear_the Sheyenne Rlver. The trees lrere chopped. d"own, fra.utea irJmel then
sa.rived. and chopped. for wood..

Hls nearest nelghbors were Anreas Hegna, Chrlstlan Jaoobeenr EDd.Syver 0degaard..

They were several t lmes v1s1t€d by pralrle flres, but by hard workwere a.ble to save the bulld.lngs pnd. prop-erty, so not nuch wai lost byf l re '  rn 1889 h1s wlfe ioecame the hbrrbss oi  i rer  fatherrs homesteai l  whlch
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81 osraPht 
"t-:lHlrf;"*3lo*ou,,

f?-! locate$ southwest *,, sectlon E, fownshlp 149, Eange bg. He Left hlsnonesEea(L and. moveil on the ].atter on account of 1t being better farn
Land' where he llved. untlL the faLl- of 19oB when he noved to tbe clty or
Aneta, North D4lrota.

f| ls Ploneer, I i lr. Knut 8. Moen, d.led. Deoember 2L, Lgp6, at hle hone=-n Aneta'  Nortb_DaFotar '&t  th-e gge of  ?? years,  g nonihs,  
"oe-z+--d.*ye.' He ls survlved. by hls wlfe, chlldren, bnotfrerr'and. two slgteng. H1sfuneral_ took plaoe 1n Aneta, l1lorth Dakota fn ,ine Luthenan Churoh on

feEgSber *?7,, 1926. Ee was burled at the VaLtey Grove Cenei-ry-*t-Klot"rr,
N-Dalr .  'ehe 

honor paLlbearers belng Joe Ml l ler ,  n.  I I .  Bel i lenr-N. O. West-
Pan, Asle Flaten, Even Erland.eon, and Hans ALmas. ?he renrlar paII-
bearene wene A. f- Huso, o. J. I{uso, A. E. uoen, ;orrn-s1;Tt;;, 

-s6i."
Lund and. John Carlson.
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FIO?'TEER Br alRA.P'" 'Y
. t {nr f t  ,Q.  ' , iOen

Thrs-p ioneer ,  l ,1 r .  ,Tnut  S .  l loen ,  wes  born  a t  r {a  ! -eneda l ,  }Torway,
on  l , , , Ia rch  27 ,  1849.  He wa.s  a  scn  o f  $ever  and Bers i t ' i oen .  rn r r t
l coen v . ras  nar r ied  in  the  J /ea , r  o f  l -e?A to 'n iss  S isse t -  Cdesaard .  in  l to rwav.
T O  t h i s  r : n i O n  o i o . t r t  n h i - 1 , - l r . e n  v t r o ? F  n n ? n  t h f e e  b e i n g  f : C f i  i n  l i O f W a yi"a' i i* ;; ; ;  ; i?; " i i" iroi i i ' 'nu' l i i";";,. i  

" i i i"-"tn"l-=*i*,,o* l ivins
w h i c h  a . r e  " r .  S e v e r  1 .  l , l o e n ,  a n d ' l a r l  B u t l e r  " c e n ,  w h t  a r e  f a r r e i s  i n
n ' r l  r r t : :  c  Cn r rn l : r- * * r> i ; j -  - - * . , u . , , ' ;  l ' I o r th  Deko ta ,  and  Ber tha  Ce1 ia .  l l oen  nhc  res ides  e t  ho rye
in  the  c i t y  o f  Ane ta ,  l r .  Da ] t .  He  then  l e f t  l i l o rway  to  see l :  a  be t te r
houe  f  o r  h imse l f  and"  fan11- ' , r .  . ' Je  l r . l g ra ted  to  A :ae r i ca .  _ . r : re  chose
, \o r th  Dako ta  beca ' : se  he 'be l i eved  i t  t o  be  a  gooC s ta te  fo r  ag r i - c r - r . l t r : . r aL
p l " lTposes .  F ' l e  a l so  chose  lTo r th  Da l l o ta  fo r  n i s  f i : t r r re  on  accoun t  o f  f r ee
ho i l es teads  and  beca r . r -qe  1 t  o f fe red  b l , l ge r  opnor t r rn t t t es  f  o r  a  pe rson
w i th  sna ' l ' l  f i nanc ia .L  neans .  I {e  imr . r i g ia ted  to  A i " re r i ca  i n  f s t f  ,  co .nLng . .
t n  r d i  1 ' l  a h n r n  F .  D a t .  w h e r e  h e  r e s l d e d  o n e  y g g 3 ,  c o r n l n g  t h e r e  o n
acco r : r_n t  o f  ha r r i . ng  re la t i - \ r es  Hhere  he  cou ld  l eave  h ts  w i fe  an r l  ch i l c ren
w h i l e  h e  w e n t  i n  s e a r c h  o f  a  h o r e s t e a C  o n  w h 1 c h  t o  r a r . e  a  h c n e  f o r
h i m s e l f  a n C  f ' a n i 1 y .

f  n  t he  sp r ine  o f  . 18u2  he  l e f t  H i . l l - s f ' o ro  a -nd  "nove r i .  cn  h l s  f i r s t
n c r e s t e a d ,  s o u t n e . r s t  ; ,  s e c t i o n  1 9 ,  T o r z n s r i n  1 4 8 ,  F . a n . , i e  s g ,  L e n c r a
T o w n i h i p ,  G r i g g s  C o u n t ; r ,  I l o r t h  D a k o t a .  T o  r e a c h - h i s  i i r s t ' h o ' n e s t e a d "
h e  h i r e d  a ' n a n - t o  t a l r e  h i m s e l f  a n d  f a n i l y  t o  t h e i r  n e w  h c r . n e  y / h i c h  i v a s
t h e , l t s t a n c e  o f  s e v e n t l r  m i 1 e " .  T h e  t r i p  i n r a s  q a c e  w i t h  a  y o k e  o f  o . x e n
and an cpen lvagon.  I t  took then two lays and the: . r  s lept  b ' ' rer  n isnt
1n  the  open  r v i t h  t he  sky  as  a  roo f

The i r  f i r s t  hcuse  was  a  cne  roo '1  f ranne  ho r : se  (1?  by  14 )  pa r t l v
so , lCed  u .D  on  the  o ' r t s i de .  T {e re  the l r  l i ved  seven  J rea rs  LnC.  nea r t - y  i f f
t he  t i ' r e  na ,d  c rcp  fa l l r . r res  on  accoun t  o f  a ra r11h t  l nn  so 'ne t i . . - res  f ros t .
T h e r e f o r e  h e  h a d .  t o  w o r k  o r r t  i n  o r d e r  r :  n a ' t e  e n : u i h . x c n e y  f o r  f o o d .
a : r c l_  c lo tn ing  1 'o r  t he  fan i l : r .  T i re re  be in r  no  c ro "ps  nea r  by ,  t he re  w{ rs  no
v ro rk  to  l e t  .  He  r l a . l l <ed .  t o  E i l l sbo ro ,  l r o i t n  Dako ta ,  t he  r i i  s tence  o f
seven ty  n r i l es ,  and  wc r l reC  th ro r :gh  ha r r res t  and  th : r : r s f  i ng .  Tnen  wa l r rec l
a11 the warr  hcne again so inet i ' re i  a f ter  -qnoi r  !?as on the qrorrnd and no
roa , r l s  excep t  sc  l e  f , l aces  F  np r rcw  t ra i l  t ' r o ,n  a  , r l j Ton  ; "X - ; ;  ; o " * *s  o r
fe r :ns  1 'o r  e  r l i s tance  o f  t L ren tL '  i r i l - es  c r  o i '  t hose  seven t , . , .  Tne  t r i - r : s
i o  t o w n  f o r  p r o v i s l o r s  w e r e  n e C e  b l ' o x e r  i r n , J  t n e  n e e r e s t  t o v r n  w a s
For t  l  a ' c ,  i r lO r th  Da l rO ta ,  p  d l  s tanee  o f  f  O r t l '  n i 1es .  ' - r e  was  seve ra l  t 1 ,TeS
or re r taken  bJ "  s to rns  enC :a in  and , i ro t r l -C .  De  gone  fo r  seve ra l  , 3a1 ,s .  La te r
on  Coopers tcwn 'was  t I e  nea res t  t o ' r r - ' ' ,  l bou t  e ign teen  . t i - r -es .  f ; " r rng  th i s
t r re  the re  was  s i c l rness  i n  t he  t ' e ' n i l v  and  he  - ra ] . keC e11  the  r ' , ' a r r  {o
coopers to , , ' r n  f o r  -ned ic ine .  Tn  l sgb  one  i a ' . r gh i ;e r  c l - i ed  a t  t he  e ie  c f
t h i r t e e n  \ , r e a r s .

Fo r  f r : e1  they  use ' f  l vood  wh ich  he -bo r r : . : h t  f r c l  hcnes teaC"e rs  l i v i ng
near  t . he  g tgv6n" .e  l i ' , r e r .  T i re  t rees  re ry ' chop .ped  d r i cn ,  ha , l l ed  hc . re ,
then sa, : reC anC choppeC fcr  i rc lc j

l r i s  nea res t  ne i rhbc rs  : f . . e re  AnCreas  8 .eqna-  Ohr i  s t i an  Jacobson ,  end
Syve r  od .es raa rc  

u  '  v4 ' '  L  \ J  w

f hey  r re re  seve ra l  t i nes  r r i s i t eC  bv  F ra i r j _e  f i r es ,  g r3 !  f . r r  ha r r l
w i : r l r  we re  ab le  to  sa l re  the  bu i ]_d i .ngs  anc  n rcne r t y ,  so  nc t  n r r ch  i ras  10s t
b l '  f  i r e .  I n  lH l t l  h i , . s  w i f  e  becane  ine  he l ress  o t '  ne r  f ' a the r r  s  hones tea , { i
wh icn  ne  s  l ocp ted  Sor r th rves t  - * ,  Sec t ron  3 ,  Townsh ip  148 ,  F ,ange  Eg .  i r e
I  c f  *  h i  c  l t nnas tead  and .  ' r oved  on  tne  l a t t e r  on  aeeor :n t  o f  I  t  be ins  be t te r& r v L l r v

f a r ' .  l and .  rghe re  he  l l ved : rn t i l  t he  fa .11  o f  1g0B g rhen  he  "ncved . - to - tnec i t y  c f  An* ta . ,  ITo r th  Dako ta .
Th is  p ioneer ,  i i r .  I { np1  s .  l { oen ,  r l i ed  Dece- i r , oe r  21 ,  1926  a t  n i s
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I l n r - r t  S .  l ' " oen  ( c , :n t i r ' : ed )

n O : x e  i r . .  A n e t a ,  l I O r t h  D e ' l c t a r  d t  t i r e  A . 3 e  o f  7 ' 1  y e a r s r  ?  r O n t n S ,  F n ^
?4 days.  " re  i  s  sr l l r l iver-J  b l '  h- .  s  1 'J i f  e  ,  :h i1 ' i  Ter ,  brc ther ,  e-nr !  t " ;  o
s i s te r , * .  r l i s  f une ra l  t o r t r  l : l ace  j "n  Ane ta ,  r l : r t h  l e ' : c ta  i n  t i : e  L ' r t he ran
Ch t : r ch  on  l ecg ' rbe r  27 ,  1926 .  l l o  was  l l ' r , r , r . e ;  a t  t he  Ya1 lsy  l r ove
C e n e t e r r r  a t  [ 1 O t e n ,  " " .  D a ] . : .  T t t e  h D n c r  p a l l b e n r e r s  t r e i n e i . J o e  l r i l l _ e r ,
F - .  ! r .  3 e 1 . i e n ,  " "  1 .  ' T e s t n r n ,  A e l e  F l a t e l r ,  E v e n  E r l a n d s o n ,  a R , l  1 r a . r s
A l r n a g .  T h e  r e g r r l a r  p a l l b e a r e r s : I , / e r e  A .  T .  ! { : 1 c 3 ,  l .  J .  u r . r s o ,  A .  E .
l : 1oen ,  John  i l e t t e , ' , ,  Se ' re r  1 , , : nd "  end  Jchn  l e11son .

- - A d e l i " n e  3 .  
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fron lntsrvl,cw by llannah lcnclo
lL}"$o"f+r f. ldii$,lsrlt!, .ll{rri i}Sf}r {g1 6J-exr*k** fg.1 {*ru#Y*}r t{i$niu}t111r

f ;ls*s Xxy flN 1,,!tl?. ?Il.ll J),*f$Irt*s $itr$ llui:ti tr.nii Ttrselxlr lrl+ti*i:nr

$n*rr '.*+tr{ff ftvs b*yr *ri'l twrt g"r *i.i, trr t}t* lltr,rr-{,}"1r, tr Iii?ii th*y

1:. j i  f i l '*6,,,^3i l  Want t$ l ! . .rtrt f iv{, i f i i l ,  l , f  lntt.  i-r,1t r$vt}f{*:t  v/tsi i l f  }{, , , f ,&
li*

? l t , l ; i  l lV,g. l  f * f  twu : i  i? . - f t r ,  w l iEt i  t l t * : '  r . t * , * - tS; i  J i , r :  lJcrk ; . : i ' . *  t r l f  f t : . , ) f l r t

1 l :L . tiin ri Uv* io.l 'rrr,;ofi lter,lr l),.r11. 's I bJr ttCI:lu Su iilr f6yy6'f f * t]' r

Hlrsf6 u., l i .s,/ t f*r ' lp,1 i i ' r* l tr l f t iu}l f  fot o.rr, fclke (rf r lKrlt ' , .  ld . ! 'Jr i ; i , ,uJi. '  $f

t:*a ;;,tli l 'f itlrdouli {rfLl"Owelt thn ltr:il1*qrnu* .Iithn Af;ItCalllt ",;1 i 
Ti;i',"

i{* iv+ f,* i ina Yh* *r l l i ; , : i , fgrr 'v$Ikrrsl trr*htrr t  c}ut,f tn$ th+t ;. ,1..:vJ.*

T l t , l  . " , i i i t : r  * f  ' 1V i * l  t t ' : ,  l i l , , . k r : t r *  t r t 411 !6q .  0 t " t . 1  L , i  I  r t r - t :  "  . r

$1 ( r ' i  l l r i* Jo r rra3r. {v, i l t  l f ;} , ' l iuorl rrt t ; l  A f i tsiron h{i l l  l }{, ' { : :r i  ' tr) I i ,r i ' .rr: ,r

lil tir* r:;rrtuti of Lt}&, 4vnlr ldun*+tr lt*tl, tmlr.,ur u htlfrerit**il ii:i

r l * : t , t i r ) r l  r f  f l f fe i tVtow tnwnrnht ; r ,  l , t t l r l l$  &OWrt : r  uru( t  Af l lm*Crn i r+r I ' .e , {

i t l . : l  h,rt i  i  * i . l l r$rty. ' f 'hrt r*hrrt l t i i  .wr*r; L4r blt l l l t  i* l i ; l  $.r. 'r t  f  fori

l,il!n;, nt+,i.r lt,rek tln,l u*tl fof ?t)of n A tt;r, ti'{l lttri' l.rulit t{t J.n.ret

th l ;  r15 i  t l r+  wt l l to f  ,  . for  thrs  r t * { ,k .  T l l l .u  r r t ru  r l i } r .$  r rhst t  th .CI , ,

$ir; i .s t; t  Ot' torlsfr Tltsy i l I i  6$t brrrr::  ct i l" lr l tr ;  u1, s$$il  str". tr")

tro.);rfg iot utr i t . l l .  i l l lgrt ?{i}r1{6d (}n the I&':r, : ,  fo:1 *r l t}roe

B*lrt!rt,.1 fct f tc$ rr,gcks lt: trfrllviilfibrl?. In thq] 1,,1.{L l* cr;i t:i 1rs{}i'i) ;,!:

rul tlt ,tt,' f,ittil 'tf;r 0t.qurrd 0Jr,ltrltti, *lti i Jslrn Arrr$utxl o ltr w61;it, tg:

Y{rl^l*V rtty fr lr  , ir tot lr i l i lns f* ir t l ie wlnter" ?iro trtp tos}r t ,}rtu

fo rr nn&.l iltr,i".,'tril"i' d*...$r*1 tir* liigtt $looJlirt{i out$trtle un:i,e i tir$
riJ

!fl.d.d!1rl *nil b:t )royxt;nks ovsflr ntgh*, fJ, thotr rqqp birr"k tllser'

?r€f8 {n t } t *  mt t l * t  o f  , . .u  l ' r f * t i t l$  f t i * "
' ! :

T* ri&rr{E thctg*glvsri tlre'

l i t  t ixs r1f,*tf l€ 'rn; l  f t l} ' .{ i?try. l  thrc : f  irsr fhi"tt  ln r irr$ t isia ,{}"$srt

i \ ' {ni . i  * l  f .*t  J.
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Ths rr.:rtrtg *f l$Si} tlr* l*Eu;+fi*i br$k* ulr th*tt tr**[]il t";ir



r t

f"{. &o f,i rrt tne yaor$ thc--f brt}kt !,t Tith t tttl,c. 'li:e

Eil,u$T"r*o Atboct *spkeit [n ilnyvlll-s f#'* J*mr* f,ir$teon thr{lu6h

,begLrtgr Flsw[n.ig, unfl thceuhtn6 ftrr ,f ttt m*nthr.' Hu s*rro* trxp;k

ju*t b*fsfs Chttut*rsil. trr *i*rntr* lfliil lrs rrmt lmp* tu c*rk-,, I ..Fti

fEr Snu?san *i$*tn an$ *tnyut tir'rp* tll th* nid tln s}f *sivfirBhof

rhfi hs tttrrt llu*I on tho f,*:ilrs t$ bsl,r"r hte folkr*,

Surtlrg thc fttlrt .vce,f,r hcprr thr ll$nu{r}re r*rr{ tho rh*lc

nclghlrnrhocd nclul,t g*thor nt tho dHtffor*nt hrn*s for *lsnf,,os.

ltcy rofs hu1;t snCIo ;?*sily ttglh En$ ponrtthn tfilEs rn rrth, ?he 
,

nttfilbotu rrr!,r},rl rrt-k *n fnuf s$ *e-sut nlltn to tr rlrrrr{.0* Thof l
nero hqlrt tn tbr h*nes of ttsn ?gpftnr Jolrs Qrr*rleyr Jei;r! Sf,rro*silp

Sle FJu6gsl*rJ1 tEtt lltlrt*d; rm* othsr hsr*il*, t!a, ftddl,*Fr rrrils

unu.r-l,t"y 0[Ibart t]IEon and Oenfi$rfi ttnd,l,s$s. thp l*tto{ llvlng ert
'.r1.

lheee ftYel*

?lto cqofie*ilcrr Soo{t wttl f,ff.Ptt x}rm thniln il&s rr front ur${l 
l

f mcr irLL thc $fr*r1rn" lhc n*nt yotlil Allr*rrt :tttrt*rl fun*lng ern
' ; l

bta aron tn rocttsn 3, [e*lrtrnrfir tornahlp.

Jwro 84f S&Sq hr nry $*,rrtd tp Hntlrl,ld$ Suetfy b:f

L*trlen *t Jalm ' O*"1*y r r pf at t,, ,&lbcrt l, trscl on hlu

qnttl 180i3 vhun ha trudurl ht* f,lrru for u ltvoqy b*r:n tn

ttorn. *ftrrs orntn6 thr l,tvew bttxn I f tffiIs orer. tro

h* t ei*.lcrl Lt for rnuthor f,Ern tn Lfigru tornnht$n

Flcv,

fntrm

cgspsr*

yasf$

rn l&s6 llr. fmr*on wor*sql for F$r{ *nd l*skrnr dg*rfrrr ln

ranhtne*, offi, untlr uro upllog.gf la$n* nr
rtoetrt t ln tho Hshlns b,rstntut *f 'tri* -R*tnc rlpms sf

lmCI ho **irl htr futt*tutc tn tho laFhtn{rry to $n},tuc Sftre an*

w*nt lnto tha bstr-lrtl brrntniee fn

ffl01 n"
lry;J*I:*"ri1:$ng
fu r t r l ' J - '  w



t91f ur. Isnaon

shertff and lrsLd that

uoved to flooperstom shen be ra,s eleated'

poettlon four years and then went back tg

ble fatm.

In the oprtng of, 1919 l[!. HonEon btri"lt a new ba.'en. A flood

ca&e the ealre eprlng and d,rove the ptgs and. cattle out of thelr

eneae. The shole vaLloy ras flOOd.ed. People and cattLe fere

forced. to Dove to hlgher Land.

Slx chj.Lrlren wet€ borrr to thlE narrlage- [yrtle, 189L,

Elner,  1895, L, lLLt iur  (Ure.  T:d. .  BaLkan),  tgggr Ff ,nar 1898, l [ r ts.

I lmrly Eaneon, 1900, and, Melf rodl 190?.
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\ I:van anci. Ingeborg Sionson came from Norway wlth two of thelr
dhtLdren. The other seven $/ere born in Alamakee County near Decorah,
Iowa. $ix boys and three glrl-s, all of whom are st1ll l iving except
&iuns, the o1d.est, who dled ln March 1926. He left a vulfe and three
chl ldren, the oldest of  whlch ls ten years oId.

Svan &ionson emlgrated to North Dakota tn L881. He left Io' lsa on
iiccount of the chtnch bug and. grasshoppers eatlng up aL1 the crops and
also because of the fnee land ln Dakota. ile came up ln tbe suxsner of
LBBL and staked out hls Land and bull-t a dugout wlth Logs for a roof.
Hls clalnrL$ soven nlLes west of where FlnJ.ey now is. IIe brought hls
fanli.y up here ln the fall. He came as far as Mlnnesota wlth horses
and then traded hls horses for a yoke of ox€or They came from thene
ln a pralrle sehooner. The four old.er boys walked all the way with
thelr father, whlLe the youngest boys and the glr1s and their mother
rode most of the w&;rr ALbert I monson was then fourteen yoars oLd.
He was born ln 186?. There were nany of the o1d ploneers alread.y here.
Omand Ophelm calne ln 18?9. Qua1ey and lvar Selm came in 18uO and.
John lianson B$udstad and, Anneson cane in L881.

The flrst year they ralsed. wheat and other grains, ancl the flrst
year they needed. aL1 the gralns for  food and feed. They got alL thelr
fuel ln the woods on the $heyenr:e Rlver about two mll-es west of thelr
place. ! ' lheat v,, 'as then about 6A{ a bushel ancl the other grains were
ntuch lovror. Thoy used a cradle to cut the gralns and they sowed by
hand.. The first reaper they used, they had to tle the bundles by hand.
fhey cost close to it3g9. They had to have two men to run thern. They
had to go to Valley Clty for provlslons, and lt took three and a hal-f
d.ays to make the trip. They got their mail frorn Pontland.. They got
lt once a week. A nan would go on skls ln wlnter and bnlng baek al-l
the ma1l for  the nelghb6rs.  The f l rst  wlnter was a hard. .one. They
had many bllzzards ard. some narrowly escaped. getti.ng Lost.

Albert Monson marrled. Mathllda Qualey in L891 ancl to their unlon
born, slx chlldren, four of whlch are sti i l  J.lvlng-three glrls and
boy,  as  fo l lows l

Mrs.  Edwln Bolkan, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
Myrtle Monson, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
MeJ-fred hlonson, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
Mrs.  Henery Hanson, MeLstone, Montana.

The names of  h ls brothers ancl  s lsters are:
Henry Monson, FowJ.er, Montanil.
Hans Monson, Lacrosse, Wlsconsln.
Evan Monson, Finley, North Dakota.
Knut i l lonson, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
Mrs. Harnes }iegge, DeSant, North Dalcota
Mrs. J. W. Knoxen, Luverne, North Dakota
$lrs. Johanna Serrngard, Devl1s Lake, North Dakota

wes
one



3:i-o1;:.aph;r of ;:var1 ,icnson
-Usti:er- _:iruselrrgi"j t z

, , i r ' .  I i .Jat :  i . lonsonrs pare i t1 ;sr  na. r f les,  & i 'e , , i r .  ar rc i  . l i rs"  l r ionse l ]orcr id .es.
Xva,"r r',[onson',.lrL;-.: l:or:: in ]1or."r::;,y'in lii2ii on the 28t.n c:t:"1.1 of i,larc]':., near
i jer ' ,3el i  i . lor:rnt;,r,  l , lot 'r : ia;r ar:rd'- 'nee.r '  tne ci-t1; l f  -: ier.1.1en. Tire peoi: le of ldr,
, . ' ionsoni ,s  co. ixr iun i t l ; '  $ot  the * i ,ner ican fever"  In  L i lo? ' : : .e  ca, i te  to  i ; . ' rer ica.
,1 ie  rvas t l ie  f l i rs t  one f ro i i r  t i ra t  1 :ar t  o f  lJonla; ' ic  corne to  r r i , r rer - i -ca.  j :e
r ,P- , '1e to  fo l ta  f j - rsb;  i ie  t i ren le f t  Io ' . , ' ra  io  cor i€  to  , ior . t l :  Ia i<ota beceruse
l" ' 'e  l ie-d. l l : ' ie : rd"s her"e.  : :e  s tar te<1 to  i1 ]oy11 Lal l r : ta  w: l t i :  a  tea. r i  o f  l : rorses
"yr . fd  8.  ccvere i i  r ;eqo, : r  ,  v '1 th l i - is ' , , . r ' i fe  and ten c l r i idren.  - ' teJr  l ; rac1 bacj
' ;reather anc1 ::oa-ds 'c)n t l :e ua;1. l ie cn.l ie tc l 'el io,., l  " lec', ic ' ' ine Cou-ntl, ' . .  , , ' inne-
sota i "n  the: tenr  of  1330 abbut  l :ar .vegt  t1 . , re .  . ; lhe; r  s1;a l iccr -  i i : .e i "e  unt i l
i lu,; iust of t1:e i .re; l t  . ,  ei, .r.  '* lre:,- 'ch.eir sta.rte d. ou.t f  o:. ; iort, t  te"kota, ' t ' l , tet 

c
Yere t. l fee fa" 'r- i l - ies : in al l---, . f  .  Johrr j : I ] f leson i,r, t-r.ci f  i" . , , i l .  l - l :r  anci ;hor I lalver..
son anc-l fa.: ' t i1;r ' .  T1le;r ce-rne as far as l i 'ower Crt;r ' .vlnerc t i :c,, '  cnan;_:eo. t l :eir
l :orses .for oticn.. rhe;,. r- lrove t l :re l :s.-La::Ice of t l ie r. 'ra;,r to ir i-Ei!s County
vit?: o::er"r. ihe. ' ,r a.rr: i .vect i :rere on t lre 251.' :^, datr of i-eptelnl:cr.-

l ; > t . i r e r i ences  o f  L : r c  1 r1 -cnee l ' r s  Ce . ; " s .  - - - - - ' ; r .  - , l onson  t r : o l l  . 1 l - )  a  ] -o - , l es tea -c l
in l i l l - l  L . l ;e buit-t  i ; i  sher-ol i  j . : : l  t ' lhsib wes ,.. i ' r i : :_.s jotmt;. in t, iole C,l. ;rs . f : i is
l - :c : lestca.c i  wes - l -n  i recnvierv  To, , " rns l i i i ;  ( l : , te  e1e Cc ' , : :n t l r  nc, ' . " r )  L4A,  Ject : ic ' r :  6
Er.: ir , i  i iange 57, lre l ived in a ch-r,-.  c:,rrt  ancl a lnl cer-bin. :{e we:rt io Vn-Li.e;r
Ci . ty  a i rd  i i la ; r .v i l ie  fc ; r  prov is ionsr  os t ; re ; ;  - r . , iere t le  c ' l  osesL towns "  IT" . , .s
c losest  : re i ;hbor  rves , Iohn^ t  r r le  ro , i .  Other  ne ighi rors  r i /er"e J-ohn ! l r .e le :1,
Jonn Johnscn, e-n.d Ati lon (, i- : l :ei: i i .

; io i i te  of  t l re  ear ] - -  far r ; r  .nac l l - iner ; "  r "nd , . . io i .sos were,  o? i .en ' team, scythe,
cr.nd. r, ' lal l ' l ' ini :  i ; lo' Iv. 'Lt ie ea.rl .-rr crops lrere f iLve acres of w:ieai and. a I 'er. l
ecres c f  oats  ra ice i l  ( .Tr  sod.  ' l 'he i : r ice of  t l - ic  ; l ra in ' . ras - f l ' ron 5A/  Lo { ia : l
pe r  u rshe I .

At  thnb t i :ne thcy
as an -i-nd.u-ce;iient to coiil.e

l ihe;; cerr: iec',  f lour
:ii Le ;1 iracl srr,ch i:arrl t .i..ne s
-r.rira t t,.re;; r'lou.liL liave b o

bnrneci "  rvoocl .  - i r .  ; , ionson i : io t  - i t  f ro : i i
to  l lor t i :  La i rota.

0 ph"e irn

for  t i r ree n: i l -e$ on the i r  l la .cks f ro , ,1  , , iardale.
t l :at they cl iCnrt l ;now fro; ' i  one Lneal to the r:re :. l t

e a t  .

, rne p lac e - l .n  r ;ar t  i  cu lar

vas Lena. i ;1pi j-de. i ir .ey
s i t  c1o.,;.- .  The s ci,  ool
as a cl:LLlrch.

:i. ' ire;r :",rorltetl. ',:ri:erever tire;;' e,6r-rf Li ':e b ,rroi'l:.
' : : , " ' ie:r 'e t i : .e;r .  c orr .- l - i  i .et  uor l i  vt .s t l  re Uco l ler rancl : l

' i l te pt"eac-; ler vc.s;  . i l ' ,  i .u- i ldei : ,1i .  i i , ' ie teacher
l : .ad g- i iu-1"s1:r:r t  f 'a: : , i t  hou.ses anc places t i re; i  cou--Lcl
- - : l ' s e  ' t i ' . L  n e i , r  ; c l i n  ' " r u : l e : ,  i  s ,  i t  u a s  l a t e : '  u s e o .

-  i ' [ i , .  i i lOnSOn rVaS . , - la f f : ied : i .n  l iCfr , rar .  On t fue g6g6n6f  f l -nrr  n 'F nnnf  - l  n ' rgf  in
l - :5 : i  to  . , r1cr- :  Inr , lerbcr" r {  Starbo.

, ; r .  Lv8.: ' '  , .onso.r pas sct i  3,"1Te-J, e. t  ' : "-s l ic- ' ie tne 23rd clcL;;  of  ,Tairu-ar.r ,  1i .11-
' . - /3 s l l r : . r iecl  in - l l :c i - l te irenr- ie ' "  al l  e" '  Cerneter; / .
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