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Steen Hakbor+ Nalscn ras born in trEu6hara  ̂ ounty Vleconein, I {ov" ZZrIgS4,
Hi.e parents wero nat ives of Lower Telenarkon Norway, and canro iontmerica
bocauee o f  ths  hardah lps  tbsrE,  and to  bo t te r  themeelvoe in  a  f inanc ia l  way"
They uadc thelr  f i rst  horre at t ieart  Frair ie f ieconsln. Two yearE }ater thoy
f i l 'cd on land in Fauehara County. This Hon:estead was on wtrat was known ae
the n' Indlan Landrr and t l to date of ontry was 1850, or there about;  The fani ly
cone iBted  o f  ton  ch i ld ron ,  a l l  born  in  Wlocons in ,  o f  wh ich  g teen was the  th i rd "
Hers he attonded the councn school eors or leEe irregular ly.  fhcn he wes
o ld  enough te  bo  o f  serv ica  on  the  fa r r r i  h ie  echoo i i ig  was l in i ted  to  a  few
ur 'cn t t  s  in  the  w in to r .  The count ry  teachore  in  thoss  t imee w6re  no  be t tey  than

".9!! I  
and so, hie Lack in educat lonal advantagoe he tr lerd to nra.ke up to hle

cLi ld ren .
Thy he canro to Dakota.

.At f l rst  whoat rag thr l  etaplc crop,but ag the years went by the ytel .d
fe l ' l '  to  th ree  o , r  four  buehe ls  per  acr6 .  i i re "e  ecant  harvos te  were  p iecod ou t
by  wor l r  in ' r .he  lu rnber  woods in  the  w in te re  o r  harvoet lng  ln  ld lnnosota .  H ie
ctory of how and why he oa4re to l rakot ja le cont lnadd tn substant ial ly hie
own rorCs ae fol l -owe:rf  In the sunmer of t?9, rhiLe worklng on t l :a north TlsconBb
ral l . road, wo road of the groat tr ; roepocts of the Red Flver var loy .  so we
agrced af i rong oursalvee to eend $teen Gunderecn to invost lgato" He cane to
Fargo, .  and gent back to ue such glowing repo' : ts of thie ncw western country
tha t  a f  nuubor  o f  young nenr ton  tn  a l r r rnc iud ing  nyea l f ,a l l  o f  u6  o ld
noighbore concl 'udod to cono and look ths count,ry ov6r.  oureolves, and sh69r6
f rou the nany cl iancos of f  e rcd-- hor iesteadsrpreemptions and tree cl 'atnE. n

lbout t t r ie t lma Mr. l {eleon }rad f  ound hie l t fe partner ln Miee Bertha Uaurn,
and they had boen narr ied about two reeke whan t .he gtart  was nade.Tl i le ras
the  apr lng  o f  1880.  Thor6  $016 tcn  toane ln  a l l ,  and  as  there  was f ree
trarreportat ion to where thay coulr t  aLl  get work on the rai l -road at Volga$.D.
they  took  advantage o f  tha t  o f fe r  and sh lpped to  tha t  p lace"  Cont lnu l r rg ,
Mr r .Ne l 'eon saysr t rWhen we ar r i ved  a t  Vo lgu-b .n .  r lo  foun i  very  L l t t le  ho ts l
accoaodat ione. and no barn roon, Bo $e had to eleep orrt  undor the wagons"
Cne night a roaring bl izzard ce.n:6 up rwhicL hurlod the enor, , ' ln <lr l f te about t
the wagons and the shivor ing horeee. In t t re morning thoro certalnly rae Elr
inchoe o f  enow u lon  our  beds .  n  rhe-e  wae such a  rush  fo r  work  a t  th is  po l r r t  ,and men and teans cane ln euch nunbers that tho food supply rnan low, wiilci.
car ie noar cauetrrg a r iot ,  but in duo t l r ,o ,  things wer"e ln botter ehapo
and thoy worlced there abou+. i l : r :oe nonths. In eubstance ths narrat lvs cont inuos;r fSoven o f  us  in  con;pa t ry ,  w l th  our  tcansrhav lng  fced  fo r  our  horsesrc racLore ,
bread and co f fe  fo r  ourge lven,  e ta r tcd  i rcn  Huron S. IJ .  fo r  Gargo ,  fo l low ing
the- Janee r iver.  Conlng al .ong wo would nl ik the ranchors cowe when they
woul 'd etand for ue, so we hart  crackere and rnl lk for a change. Many tosns
wero  p la t tod  a l .ong tho  r l vor ,  and a l l "  were  caL l "ed  c j . t i ce .  Thaeo nc l t iger l
consieted usual ly of a ehanty occupiod by one or tvro locatore who tr ied
hard to get ue to-talre land, but nothing wculr i  etop us frora eeolr :g tho
great Fs,'l Flver of tha North

Wo loft  the Jin Fivor at l to Ctty of CoLur,bta, which conelsted onLy of
a hotsl  and a storc or 6c, and etarted northeaet towards f ,a^hpaton. re elcpt
nost ly under our wagone aa only two of then wero coverecl .  nnirng tho ntghl
errtrrlgee liad to be kept golng all the timo to drive off the awarae of noigui.toes
that tornrcnted man and boa.st.  So we changed off  ,and whi le six wore aeleJp
the eevent l i  was up tonr i ing tho f l re.  Thue we passed t t ie night,  and on the
mornlng of the third day out frcn Col. iu.bla,a gireak of greei *" ,  ,"un in t1e
distanco. At eight of  tLis we al l  r ;ounted our {eagon our{e, End etarrding Ln then
eont up a g"Iad shout.  Tha Fcd Rtver of the North was befcre ua. The obJect of oun
dreame Eluco J.caving sieconeln nore than thrce nonthe previouely ,wis i" io",  . rr""
Than that br lde ,whoec honoymoon hacl been cut short ,  res to jc in her huaband
or.T3:ry. And on Jury 8th rbgo, there was a happy neeting t"i*""n--u;.;; i;;;-
and hi8 young wife. l f ter this the non rent to work on a ranch eae+, of ldoorheai l
and workod untol  i t  f roze up. shl lo working at thls place they haa.rd of the
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Cooper EettLenent tn/ Griggr County, and Leaving their tcar.re took the train
for Tower City, and went eouth to look for land. They roni ae far aa t lebon,
aad turning back thcy fol lcwed thc Shoyenno Flvor to Valley City. Thero werc
scvcn of thera on foot , an& eo found lt  hard to get load ancl lodging in the
country" It  Valloy Clty they met nPionoer NeIEon.r ,who ras tHea ltving on tho
Sheyenne, t l is f iret perrulnent sstt ler of the county. l le porsuaded theu to go
and take land near hin. tgain etart ing out on footltho company whlch conslsted
of Gundsr GunrlereonrJohn EaganrGeorge tehlayr.Stoen xeleoa and-hle brother Ole ,e topped the f i rs t  n tght  wi th  l lo ther  Hackct r i iv tng on Getchol  pra i r ie ,wher6
they.rore klndly cntertaino4. About thrco oclock tho next aftora_oon t i :ey had
roached the the- Log cabln of ChrlEt and 01e Bolkan on the $hayenno. It  was
erected by a nan who had procedcC thc Bolkane. Thie ts the f i"rt  tnornn hurnan
dwaLltng ovor buil t  ln t lr iggs County It  was on 34-146-58. Tho Eolkans wer€
living alone and 01e wae caof" Tbere wcrr Bo1/6n hungryrhealthy nen to foed
but thero wa8 ons enough and to eparcrand that atlnnar-wae long to be reuenborcd,
That nlght they rcached thclr destination, and we-e hospltably roceivod by
the ttPloneern. Thts wa6 ln Nov.1880, ana i i tcr looking ovsr tha land al l
rEturnod to Fargo. lnd the next aprlng(1881) f lve of {hen f i lad orr clalms
ln what ie now Greenvtcw tornehlp stcJle county" f lht1e stopping at Fargo
Mr.Neleon went l ione for a ahort vlelt ,  and whi1e. t l :ero , a-raal-had corrJclghtccn
n ' l lee to  del ivor  a  te legran gtat i r :g  that  h is  brothe-  01e har l  boon ehot .  Thls
brought  h in  back ln  haete.  The ehoot lng was an acc ldent  and not  fa ta1.

In ttre apring of 1,881 a log houso was bull t  and pioneer l i fo bogan,
There wsrc slx chl ldren born to Mr.and Mrg, Neloon, ol whoni four aro now
livir: .g (r909)"ttroy are Norrisrstephenr.frthu:-, and Lulu. urs Noleon dlcd
.Apr l l  g th 1896,  Ieav ing tho fa thor ' to  act  the par t  o f  both r l ,n  Leeplng togcthcr
br ing lng up and educat ing the ch i ldron.
,  Dur lng th is  t i rne ho has hoLd var ious town of f lces,  was ona of  tho f i re t

ol"ected ComndseionerE of Stoole Countlt  Hs l isld the off ice of Coubty Trcaaurer
for  two torns"  and was t raprosentat ivo 1r :  the State Logis la ture for  two terue.
Ae County Consnlseionsr he helpod to win batt lee agair iat graft and the l iquor
in ts  r ls ta

Hc was brought up in the Lutt ieran falth, but clalnrs to have boen convcrtcat
by a Mcthodlet Broacher nanod Christ ian Onan ln 1883. Stnce that t lnre hc has
bsen an actlve Chur:ch and Suntlay-Echool worker, as wll  ae a successful farner.

During hls pioneer daye he hae bcen lost gsvoral t lnos in bl i  zzardo, oncc
lytng for a long t lrne wrapped in hls fur coat, but never al lowlng hlneeli
to 'go to  s leep.  f ,ach t imo he auccedded iu  roachlng hono wt th lu t  ser ious harn"
He has a l , i .  theee yearo c lung to  h is  o ld  hon:er lnprovod and bcaut l f lsd r i t  le  t raro,
but  a t  th ie  dats  the o l ,d  log houee gtx l l  e tanderan e loquont  wl tneee o i  car ly
atruggl-es and achlevenente.

Blblog. 0xi lxltrdi l leridf i ,r- 01d $stt lcre leeociation recorde.
Ey  H .A .Bcn le  i n  1909
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tr*, t:ro* t* *xrSr sprfrsi ,-*€tr ',s er**m* gn Str*k effir ffi
tn ffi*rle* *#* *a* *ws&M *o AIt* **m.dst *ffi*t til*ryMs$:***htEn * M
t8 tls Srrt!,rtr*-ws&r** ef, *&oA* 8*n"*tteXt*

i:'aa ssCI as &* ** Snbm hll r*[1 bfirt tl€ ffi,d s#8 *Iffi
sef,pls#t ts C*epwr*wn rr€ tcsft {*t* *tri{p t'?m $**l*srn ts W6r ter * *mryrn *rt*r!*ry
r*lsr tklx t& 1r l*Sof, !.:r t?r* hrcm qd r Sry,.rdlw!.tn faortly strd lffi o*Xy t$tr
uat$.ns lmqt*5o rrhl,c& ntt* rtr*tq*ly trcfusl.Itsr k u* sst *ow* * rrlr#ehed ef th*wt*
lud d*rfu*gnr 8cl$ttd*Id *xti xr**ry nmd mtnhl* t* **ryfiS:amat t rqw'd theg t*tdr v*
ser** *lmst lms$itl.tcly t* fg.rd kw mrs ttnn ?rfrr$ *;r hust* *erld b* fs ft mt* thitr

-. *rrffit ?&1$h grrtd aur' littld Bf,fiS omr tfrp n!.1** l?m IX*ey ta $*ryer*td*sr fis
de*ti.rpt*cnr 3'-rwr ?Jh{r pr*eerrb tcla d :tmn*ford ?nu risrs t*bllgred ts f€claf S*ld !:111 SFoFh
rtrwa mnXlrm rt.krr *rrye ry tnt$ *?w lrs d srl' !mg{[s a]d ofisr ths b*sla] nlf qcr *tth*
ful hs*e*r

et S*rrb{ffi .re }urtt dl*cq*ured t.}ffit* t}irmryh *n rrsre*ffi, urr
olathlq6 and lrfirnshold SsoSs urere bcllqg l*tld tn trhlmgo lxltll titqr rlmuXd h n *kM
brl* tt rllr lls vxrqrku Marqta tlw.y ftr*Lfy *rrluotb f,hl* *ryttrst€d mt**tn for f&n
Emther of Ur. *ualfy fe wr trnd brunglr* r Lt*r un Julrt t"hs al*tir!,ng; rei tlioryht pedsd
far l*rll Janug *nd vrsr$ wrllnsptr*ld fr t&r[* aantl,rgomcgr*

A.rrlvl*6 at Goop*ratma rss f*urd rsser"sud fnr grr rrl** txo tl*l*
*hcltb"la* st oppslto ald* * a road* ffi rsrrtd *a ll.r{rn{i rosnl tls sthfif fff
cl*ap*rq6 Wrt*rd nrd 1lr tlm lptt,or w mffid mn ruoutrry ts f,l^td mr*ulw bl*ehttf,
nn *w-r*rgsr lmd btrwr ln tfrrou6h tlm orl*$f, fir tFrG tr*Il *rta6 tl* nfufrt* Srr*qy*
t*rfq6 h ths n*ri mlytrdsrt* d t*rc*- ryorl#ffir tnl cf *rrterqrt* An:p wnlry i
r'whtr molng {nron$r..trr f,uur-rnrlr Urskfry srtf!*trr *t*r't erlt to#e{*rsr tg traa cner
tha pr*Lr3o lfisd #r6d $r, !!n* 8r S* 0oOps f,w rtrn qrr tmn r*l r#,r" fir m, tc-
cwtmd tc r ro rmn tma f,a ttm flildrr tl*t ffit ru rmr!,ng rtglrt*

Dl ttat fLrut lrilr wi rasru rql,nltr tt mhe thr nmt d lru trd
rfu!:tr rud s ry lurbad f[lsd m r ollrlr* Idtfirtt€ the on*{r drtld*ut stth ffid
in ttnm h *ltd ry bno*lwr lsd*d ry t roll iltffi qnd o&*r*r nssin*nry hmmho-!,it cffffi
rrd s!,tfu tl* tilo nllsr $lrtt{ro *nil n nlr& flrt by w taro fry *r alirfu* S!ffc"lf
h*d l*u *rl-lwd ttlm * }ld d m, rnd* qp *nd tvlth hffitfry! end *Fh drstrtl,ry nf f!,rl-
*mr lhrhed rqrd *nC rcctd qr olr&n :lilCIqrr I nl krrlltrl{r qf lffibrlrd auil brdtr
rmd orlt tu *ru*rtrt$ tlr Grrnr d th{r rXlttrt!,on xrd trorc bld #nt at}fu lsil ptt*-
vlclrty bc f,tl$ {n t6r m of tf* m fu r*l* prdq* lll *r rffrn*& ta rrlil* llb
an *mr"wble *sttlmrb futlsd nr$ t*rrir dt*urt*n* ocr*tmpd ffitll, thoruryhlp wn
sq.rt :nd dt*octFrgnil* En nqpildsd cr ggdnr t t* fu f&r llttlf, rtffiT Ehl* lnd fisA
bffi f* upr a&d ffid crn ra.€nry muy b** to tarrt. llt**t ms th* dtm* d orr rttpt
to il;ffi t$ l$#bh SCffi*r, $drffitr r*trq n* yet fitillbtn*d *r thfr pu*tr{r1 *orr* mn.rto bi
ffi ts tsm tfuro Ew shtrld*w $ffit{ tffi? ttrf, prlrtlqr cf a,ttrcrdlng n goo* rstrool df
th* tmtruatton af thow rsho grorroll ts tr f,H,d *n& *#.lorn fb rry lffirl; ird t$!,t
td#d t?* !n*r teny ln r&idr *r* umrl{ ssmr thm tlstr sutan*E**

*!*sqr rcrwsla* *iilf?#l-*offi fff-tr# ffi*ffiY.ff}Yffi&w
Sserq S*s erme ad h agrcod *f $strr war$d btrtld tt Srers lx crl*hil 1* {m tlr
pnme*r* sltr) *lc v€**l,d tmr dsear tfts *Id Srns thfsh w* }emtd rea#lEr* II*t ffi
w* *nmp*ed* ?lre 6r**ry ls$ be6n g*l**rd* papeM qrrd *tv3# bg p&ftXttm* [lrt*
. rsffi *ktry s sry"trf*tls hw ?rut r,ritlr tlra pr*pw.* ef lt* bp$r,g tffi ffi w dud#
N.t wr bst f,<rr :rn t* S${ld * ltt*le h*a* f$r na.wlwg td ** !* }*prud tM bn#c*
tht* k n* canp,lotad tlw grru*rg t*n* beffi twtr dwr ffi* ffi ry *Ss drfl$rm *d I
sfr s* ffi fu Srsaf bgr nr rwn !r*m, ffiftlr ilrr f?#Ff.ffi bwtds r*. xl*S r*+tt, +;h
r*rEf rru,* p* a* ss ffi 6f$h& wu lrra $M.t wl arr hm frr i*rlrtr.*av* Jtwffir

I !ffis rwlnilr hffil* *fb**' w9rg * ffi $aMnn h*, tl* l. lag



f,gs II

,faf #;s trw* wd f,lw*r ud]wr cas*sd* fh$* htryw sae ns& esn$*sd t{s # *l,ffiN s
xre lrlter pn*r# ry €l* xrmbsrr * fule€ pla*l. ri[ *44 tJt# aru ryd*& ts S6€S ?*ffi
*Iinr m &qf {nfiF sftr S* 8* Sr*hrry" fJlm * bo5rr ffis# * },*t*Lr* d*t# tffir*e
elah !s *rffi€fi* hw nrld plcr*W Ln otr h* liqr** B*& t-ls qxl*k rqr&*i d *t*#
cert*tgr tt rwbA as$ *t e f,ds }rs*tr d€tulqwd lnt+ * gs{6 *.iffid tresr Sg Snr l* I
h**r t**t w.c thr f,lr*t trm w*r ptaffid In Sonporutmr

Iadclry, too, ware t*rB dnroh cpl.reo d +Jrl MtI€d awttlmg
q$l'fr* !n gtrld*rw w*m €p mtrw* Nfrto& #o}lsile{d w*.th *}ro emrtne $f th6 rffi s{@r}
&rt ffir*tlp r-o ffiufit - *a l,t l*FFtrM tfr*t m Sur&gr* ff'39* d * bettm p}l*1 w
t*ld ar mrsdm ln a *,tr*ul t&e batttr# *rd lqeHp bi.ry, lE$e leiffisac # thfi €ftfir-
*S*r cf tiro p1**6* Ilsrsryrr-rw llvcd to *na the ralffi go wrd €s drlnd** cffi ln -
&pbfltr Solgrcgetlwnl,* .Iath#ffi* e|;hodtr? nrrf, l$lmlsn*

bdiltr* rruro p**n ffil*.*fffflfu-i*-l'tr*ffi *tr-ffiffiffiXffi fi**
f,ar *r"*lffuXqg prrpoffis and wpe'lnulsd lnto t*rr.u fn ln& to t* uhtpped *rt* ttrEr
hmol $ere d€qorated wlth tlrr h*n.lrs of, *hs mrl.mlr rmnpod *rrd potichod rnttl tluy
rhm !l&o ebmy*

tun s"usucr o,. **f#ffiuffii#S ffi#ffi'ffiffi"nffi ffi
t;lrrs*tcnrd t*re rtpmtrry gntn* & slnter tlt bX!.rssrff m*bd th*tr tdtl btrt th*
r#rut of tprtng ahnryc brfi€trt $wrrnd bape rmd amsryf *nd whn{r tfis fit*ldn rert *gllln
a.ruyfng thsl,r golde soa of gilfrtr '*sa thrllhd tp tl*tr h'uftr;

.tni m tirr w hud booarm - fr[il rtlll ls - Im&ffir

*rora tur tlr* r,** roffi** W;tffi.lm"#ffmf**.;ff1fff
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$(1. 0qog: iller.osb.erq

Sy ilanru& Londe

Oeear Nisren'bor$ 
"ras 

borr in "&shpan, rilsoaneJ.n, l,larch L8, L863. iihen }re was
eight yes,rd o1d he rsent wlth hls folks to $iblesr Countyr, , i inneso*an $ecarts father
dled tlrere tn 18?6. i{*re thny faruod for about ton irsays uiren thoy r+oved to Otter*
tatl Csunty, l,l innosota, 0scar at ti:nes wo::ked out at Ciffor$nt Jobs in the surwref,
at {.iassolton, tilorbh Sakota ar:d srrrrcundlng pl.a,coe,

In L8$4, lnrlth hls two brpthers, ild. and 'fhoodoro, Oecar s&xa€ by trai.n to Soopers-
touxt, iSorbh lakota. AlL he coulci see on hls way up ws.B prairls exsept hors and there
a ssd house and barri. thlnge nloked un rurridly anrtr the setil.ere wcnkod for fru c,
Cooper' l{o worked fcr Cooper E6ven }nsars. }urj.n$ tha.t tlne Osoar rernonrbetre a ltttl.e
incldent l*tloh hanpenod wtrilo on tho ranoh' fioraoe }loughton vnar golng butohsr aItcrlttor.n Ea took the gun to shoot the orltter and shot one ear off. .l{la brotnsr:
John sayo, 'n l 'ou oantt  ohoot,  glvo l t  to me.o John shot the other eer off .

At one tlmo ln 1884 a danoe 'nae hold Ln the cour.b house at Cooparstowno In
thoso dnye thore rilere very few womon arcnrui the terrltoryo Tir.irty rrren and threo
wornen attended the danee. .[hs first band rq*s orgenlzod ln 1384, oomprleod of F.
"&. Irlolgard , ii ire $tevons, and Pets }trelson.

!'ron IBS4 to lB92 the oountry ffis fulL of til ld geoee. ?hey conered e. stroich
pf flfbeen alrrt twanty aor€s, and tho lanti J.ookoct like o" truge onov.tro.nk, At nlggt
I t  v,ras inposeiole for poorr le to eleep, they would r iuke so muoh notse.

/rt thls time, j;akotn r"rae notod for pralrlo ftroe. In L885 a fire nwept througfr'bite terrltory at 4 or olock in tho af.ternoon antl burned urr $anborn oompletolyt
in 1885 Osoar Nlerenberg worked * short tfuno for $am tangford, $rr L!r. Lang*

ford ano he hauled the etones for the foundatton for tho ftret dnrgstoro !.n Coopera-
torsn beLonglng to Lrr. liowel"L. {he cene ysar, wlth e span of horees and a plow ho
broke a praoe for a troe orai.rn on the north haLf of secti.on 161 0s6n6rstown ifovrnsnlp,
i{e also hauled stones and dug a oollar for a }{r, Ade.ns in 1885, for Llvlng quarbotra,
drere the $tato Sank butldlng norv stands.

- In lB87' wlr t le vrorklng for Ooopar,  Oeoar and the r .en wer6 goln6-Lo butoher ailcritter'n ,Iohn riou6nton etrot at lt with hl.s rovolwr. Irro oritter broks loooo,
and rnad and ugly ran in tne pasture. It $as noon wtron slx rnen etarted aftor it,
and it wae eurdole?. when thcy got it.

In LS$9n Charlie, ?illnot, and floraoo i{oughton, Hd and Cleaar Nlerenberg; wlth
horcos and two apri.n6 r{agon6, wont *ntel.opo hunting out Treet. Thcy wnt tamra,tds
the ,Il,m rtiver. ],hny places thoy oould seo flooks of thom, but were unablo to cntoh
oner lhs msnrs jaaketo wcre llnod vrlth red and by turnlng there Jaoketo Ineido out
the enbelope would get eoared. ?hey were wtthln a half nlle of a flook often, I.ldts
shooteilstas a double barelod shotgun. T{e ehot at thom and Iloraoe i{oughton oayE,tYou are doing well, I oan hear them eguoak. The rnirol,e fLock dtrappoaicd. xtri ne:*
morning thoy ucnt out and oaw nany antel.ope, shots them, ard got rtonor T]rat nlght
they otayed at a plaoo v*rora Mol onry nour lc anrl slept in a school,house, 'Ihe 

nsn
hated to go honre wlthout any anteLope, and thought of butoherlng a dog and protend
it *ae an antelope, but daoldod lt wae best not to do eoo If tho guno haO teon
bettar ln thone dayl, they nay havc brought home a few antelope.

In LS91, Osoar NLorenberg s'as narried to &Itss Eetttc ii l,5,el.ke, tn Ottortall County,
lfi.lnnesota. They wor6 rn&rri.ed by Rev. ALbreoht. Tlre flrBt year of hte lcarrled Ltf,c
he worked out threehlng, oto" In 189? he took hls homoatead and bullt a lurabor *hnnty
on $eotion 8, Csoperstourr Tovmshlp. From 1891 r:ntll six yearo ago tho cropq wsre
good.

l':any of the peopls s{ho cemp to itlsr-bh }akota ln the early eightles hod gono baok
to where thoy oame from abeut 1889, and novr have nothing. thoeo ui'ro atayod and
endurcd the irartahlp are now wel.l to do,

In 191? Cisaar il leronber6 reti.rod from faiming and moved lnto ths elty of 0oopers-
tov?.
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4 L o thqodere l{ierenberg

Frum $orapbook of Mrn, C. TY" HXehaeleon

Theodore l,lisreubsrg samg te thlo oorfiinrntty tn 1883, and has :&xnorous
storleg to t*lL of hls ptonrler d*ye ln Brlggg 0ountyr
-----It r at & oorlrdon slgltt to e ee mon and ohlldren out pi*klng ancl plLLag

S"nterert!,ag

buffalo
bonee to eolL aB e nmans of eafarln6 scme rno:rosr

V*ry few nelptre had horaes' Mr" lTlsrenbcrg drovo mrl,es and oronr
slnoo the oloseat pl*oo to buy ooaX was at $antrnrn, about forty nlLoe arnayr

Mre }Ilerenborg and othors haulcd wood for fuel frum the rlvarr
*--r-'[[6p[ ug scaroa, tmt ths Conpor &anoh offorsd rrcrrrk for qulte n fow rnen, aruf,
that ts r?rere ?heodore obtatned wark*

One ef the i.ncldonts he woll mmeuFerg ls durlng tho wj-nter w?,rtle ho wac doLng
the ohores on tho Coofror ffa.noh. Aftsr flnl.rhlng the rnorrrlng ohoroc he startcd for
hmte u{.th a Load of wood and a ocrur tled bohln<lo sihon he $as half uay heno a blLndtng
bl.tzaard stmok, which oaused hfun to loao hlc vm.y. {le only hope rnar to tu.rn l*rs
cow l.ooee, $he had a oaLf at home, and uould probably strlke for hona. ThLs sho
dLd, and thcsdoro folLornsd wlth the onan aft*r unhooklng frour tha slelgh. Af,tor
drat ueerned a long ttunc t'hey raf,ehoms. IIe ocnrLd not returu to the Cooper Ranch unttl
the next day, anrl then not untll. Ee hadt loaatod tho a!.elgh ha had left.

lho vrages wore low--only ,$15.CI0 a month J.n thr+ wlnter tlns anrl frsn $18,00 to
te0.0o ln ths cugflo€rr 0f oourse the o!.othtng was al.so low ln prlceo A buffalo oap
ooul,d be bought for 75 oents and a coat for $t8.O0 or WS"00.

tr{r. Hleronberg al,ro rcl.atos an lnoldont rdrloh thovr that peopl,a mds tholr
orn lawa ar thcrs rcro no rhcrlffa. Ono of thp rrorkcrs on ths Ranch had nadlr pLanr
to oroor* hi.r Lady f,riend to a danoo. Ths rnen a'b thc Ranoh dooldod thnt he rEas to
trcat them wtth a box of clgars trcforc Lcavtag. Ttrlr he nofurod to do, ntrtoh Landrd
hln ln a root osl,lar to arend ttre nlgltt.

(ttot**iry !frs. Portorvlllc.* th6rc $a! q rharlff Ln Csoperntsm but 0ooBofrr
nrled tlroruclvarr bg themwl,vea, wlth a rert of tKangeroor oourt.)
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u3.x, 1e50 i* Blographv ot t"llolStr{3'8i::*

Lelf Som Nongaard. 1s the son of Swen Norgaard.. He wae born 1n
Chlcago, I l l lncls on Januany 16, 186?. He eame to North Dakota wlth hls
panentg ln 18?4. The neason they cane to North Dakota was beeauee of
the good homesteade ttrat couLd. be taken up hene. They came ln a oover"ecl
wagon.

He took up a homestead on sectlon 22r townshlp 146, t 'ange 58. Thelr.
f lrst homo was a d.ugout. They had oxen at f lnst to go to torqn wlth.
Some of thelr early hard.shlps were bLlzzar:ds anil pnalrle flres. Hls
neareet nolghbor was S. K, Skagen. Thelr fann machlnery was a walklng
plow and a broailcaster.

One of the early chunches was ln a echooL houee ln Maritell and. there
w&s a travellng mlnleter ca11ed Luncieby.

The fuel they usecl was wooil whlch tbey cut for themgdlves fnom
aLong the rlver.

He was nanrled" to Cannle Gllbentson December 24, L881 1n Mani[e]-l.
He ls notr ltvlng 1n !?aehbur.n townshlp, sectlon 25.

Hls descend.ents are:
Mrs. 01af Olson, Coopenstown, North Dakota
Melvln Norgaaril, Mlnneapol1s, Mlnnesota
Edward. Norgaard, Llvlng at home
Conrail Norgaaril, Congtock, ltf lecong1n
teonard. Nongaand.r Flnleyr North Dakota
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omftal-iD Fr X$**"fidlton of, the orig6; €nuaty ssuttncn*sptin*r

fmn Scptewber, l$tgr to ttr***r l$1 t$ss, re# b6rqr nt ilfrtsn*
l '

I 
Tlllcr ti,ro*, nbor'* hta f*thrry ;efr *n6a6d Lm thc mrrgell,fr
bn;trmaaa. BekfnB n grent tntrmrt tn frh* pol,ttts*L weLfano sf,
tlrc oryenlted, f,aracr; firr flyr devoted hLr Baper largrX.f ts tbrt
sruse. Follo;Lng hho dreth of S* Sr g*untor Silsfa S. bndd, dn
l$sss oovennsr *r gr sonlle rppotnttd t'tne 0uqsrmtowr o&lten to
ftll eut bN"r unanpl,rrd ternr [n trr r]cotl"ouu nf ],$gfir hr *e
n*gul"nrly thotcd for tho unexB!.ned torm ad elso for thr
rcguLur tcnu of ntx y*ann, rn r$ss, hs una rgntn rhot*d to
nnothor ri,x y*er. tanil" trn th* o. sr seft*tf h* heu boen
rggreru{vely !.steroated tn ferm trcgilulat,on rnd mu 6r,*nt fanr
for hll crrstiouo lnvertlgatlonc Ln tss?*&s ,nd fur. hlt ccn*atlonfil.
dl'sclosun*l tn tho l"nrcati6ntton uf tbo rffialtl.ons 1ffiufttgy t&
tbta oountry.
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