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Steen Halpert Nelson

Steen Hakbert Nelscn was born in Waushara ~ounty Wisconsin, Nov.22,1854.
His parents wers natives of lower Telemarken Norway, and came torAmerica
because of the hardships there, and to better themeelves in a financial way .
They made their first home at Heart Frairie Wisconsin. Two years later they
filed on land in Waushara County. This Homestead was on what was known as
the "Indian Land" and the date of entry was 1850, or there about; The family
consisted of ten children, all born in Wisconsin, of which Steen was the third.
Here he attended the common achool more or less irregularly. When he was
old enough tc be of service on the farm his schooling was limited to a few
montls in the winter. The country teachers in those times were no better than
ugual and so, his lack in educational advantages he tried to make up to his
ckildren.
: Why he canme to Dakota.
At firet wheat was thé staple crop,but as the years went by the yield
fell to three or four bushels per acre. These scart harvests were pieced out
by work in ‘he lumber woods in the winters or harvesting in Minnescta. His
story of how and why he came to Dake%z is continedd in substantially his
own words as follows:" In the summer of '79, while working on the north Wisconsh
railroad, we read of the great prospects of the Red River Yalley . So we
agreed among ourselves to send Steen Gunderscen to investigate. He came to
Farge, and sent back to us such glowing reports of this new western country
that af number of young men,ten in all,including myself,all of us old
neighbors concluded to come and lock the country over ourselves, and choose
from the many chances offered--honesteads,preemptions and tree claims."
About this time Mr.Nelson had found his life partner in Miss Bertha Maum,
and they had been married about two weeks when the start was made.This was
the spring of 1880. There were ten teams in all, and as there was free
transportation to where they could all get work on the rail-rcad at VolgaS.D.
they tcook advantage of that offer and shipped to that place. Continuing,
Mr.Nelson says," When we arrived at Volga £.D. we found very little hotel
accomodations. and no barn room, so we had to sleep out under the wagons.
Cne night a rearing blizzard ceme up ,which hurled the snow in drifts about
the wagons and the shivering horses. In the morning there certainly was six
inches of snow upon our beds." Thers was such a rush for work at this point ,
and men and teams came in such numbers that the food supply wan low, which
came near causing a riot, but in due time , things were in better shape
and they worked there about three months. In substance the narrative continues:
"Seven of us in company, with our teams,having feed for our horses,crackers,
bread and coffe for ourselves, started from Huron $.D. for Barge , following
the James river. Coming along we would milk the ranchers cows when they
would stand for us, so we had crackers and milk for a change. Many towns
were platted aleng the river, and all were called cities. Thesge "citieg"
consisted usually of a shanty occupied by cne or twe locators who tried
hard to get us to take land, but nothing would stop us from seeing the
great Red River of the North. :
Ve left the Jim River at the City of Colurbia, which consisted only of
& hotel and a stowe or sc, and started northeast towards Wahpeton. We glept
mestly under our wagons as only two cf them were covered. During the nbght
swudges had to be kept gohng all the time to drive off the swarms of mosquitoes
that torrented man and beast. So we changed off ,and while six were asleep
the seventh was up tendbng the fire. Thus we passed the night, and on the
morning of the third day out from Coluntia,a streak of green was seen in the
distance. At sight of this we all mounted our wagon seats, and standing in them
sent up a glad shout. The Red River of the North was before us. The object of our
dreams since leaving Wisconsin more than three months previously ,was before us.
Then that bride ,whosge honeymocn had been cut short, was to join her husband
at Fargo. And on July 8th 1880, there was a happy meeting betwsen Mr.Nelson
and his young wife. After this the men went to work on a ranch east of Moorhead
and worked untol it froze up. While working at this place they heard of the



Steen Halbert Nelson

Cooper settlement inf Griggs County, and leaving their teams tock the train
for Towsr City, and went south to loock for land. They went as far as Liston,
end turning back they follewed the Sheyenne River to Valley City. There were
seven of them on foot , and so found it hard to get food and ledging in the
ceuntry. At Valley City they met "Pioneer Nelson" ,who was then living on the
Sheyenne, the first permanent settler of the county. He persuaded them to go
and take land near him. Again starting out on foot,the company which consisted
of Gunder Gunderson,John Eagan,George Ashley,Steen Nelson and his brother Ole ,
stopred the first night with Mother Hacket,living on Getchel Prairie,where
they were kindly entertained. About three cclock the next afterncon they had
reached the tke- log cabin of Christ and Ole Bolkan on the Sheyenne. It was
erected by a man who had preceded the Bolkans. Thig is the first known humen
dwalling ever built in Griggs County It was on 34-146-58. The Bolkans were
livirg alone and Cle was cook. There were seven hungry,healthy men to feed

but there was eau enough and to spare,and that dinner was long to be remenbered
That night they reached their destination,, and were hospitably received by
the "Pioneer". Thie was in Nov.1880, and &fter looking over the land all
returned to Farge. And the next spring(1881) five of them filed on claims

in what is now Greenview townsghip Steele County. While stopping at Fargo
lir.Nelson went hone for a short visit, and while there , a man had coreeighteen
uwiles to deliver a telegram sta*ing that his brother Ole had been shot. This
btrought him back in haste. The sheoting was an accident and not fatal.

In the spring of 1881 a log house was built and pioneer life began.

There were six children born to MNr.and Mrs. Nelson, of whom four are now

living (1909).They are Norris,Stephen, Arthur, and Lulu. Mrs Nelscn died

April 9th 1896, leaving the father to act the part of both ,in keeping together
bringing up and educating the children.

During this time he has held various town offices, was one of the first
elected Comnissioners of Steele County He held the office of Couhty Treasurer
for two terms. and was Representative in the State Legislature for two terms.
As County Commissioner he helped toc win battles against graft and the liguor
interésta. ;

He was brought up in the Lutheran faith, but claims to have been converted
by a Methodist Preacher named Christian Oman in 1883. Since that time he has
been an activs Church and Sunday-schocl worker, as wll as a successful farmer.

During his pioneer days he has been lost several times in blizzards, once
lying fer a long tiwe wrapped in his fur coat, but never allowing himgelf
to 'go to sleep. Each time he succedded im reachimg home withiut sericus harm.
He has all these years clung to his old home,improved and beautified it is true,
but at this date the old log house still stands,an eloguent witness of early
struggles and achievements.

Biblog. BYIXXASEXEXZXXEXY O0ld Settlers Association records.
By H.A.Bemig in 1909
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It vas in early spring «hen e arrived in NHorth Dakots, DBorn
in Ontario, Canada, and scoustomed to the wooded areas; mmawmam
to the prairie vastness of Dakota Territorye

Ve came as far ss Sanborn by rail but the ranch not being
sompleted to Cooperstmm we took the stage fram Sanborn to Dagey in o dreary, driszsling
rain, there to " lodged in the home of a Serndinavian famlly who kmew only their
mative language vhieh was strangely unfemiliar to us and seemed a corpound of throats
and derisions Bewildered and wenry and unable %o eomprehend & word they sald, ve
wers almost immediately to find how more than kind our hosts could be for it wvas thelr

~_tean which carried our little group over the miles from Dasoy to Cooperstom, our

“destination, lear the present tom of Hamaford we vere obliged Lo ford Dald 17111 Creek
whose swollen waters orept up inte the hox of owr wagon and over the baoks of our falthe
ful horses,

At Sanborn we had diseowvered that, through an oversight, our
elothing and housochold goods were being hold in Chicago until they should be re-checked
und it was six weeks before they finally arrived, This eouplicated matters for the
nother of the femily for we had brought «ith us just the clething we thought needed
for the journey end were unprepared for this conlingencys

Arriving at Cogporstomm we found reserved for our use, two claim
shanties on opposite sides of a rond, One served ns living roome; the other far
sleeping quarters and In the latter we vakened one morning to find owrsclves blanketed
in snow whigh had blowm in through the oracks in the well during the nights IEvery-

" thing in the new envirdient, even tha! experience, was of interest, O(ne morning I

remember seeing tventy-one four-mule breaking outfits start ocut together to turn over
the prairie land wmed by !ire R Ce Cooper for vhom our tom ves named. 7o me, &o-
customed to & one man team in the flelds, that was an smnzing sight.

In that Pirst yoar ve were amxious to meke the most of our land
tndmwhmhanﬂﬂhdmnmh. Wimt&u older ghildren with friends
he

mtoﬂtemmmtmmﬁth!amihﬁmmdmwmmehhMpm-

: in the party, All our efforts to arrive st
an anloable settloment falled and their disturbance continued mntil, thoroughly worn
out and discournged, we repacked ocur goouds, took down the litile stove whish had just

to fars in North Dakota, Schools were not yet esteablishod on the prairie; work was be
had in tovn vhere our children gould have the privilege of attending a good school under
the instrustion of those who proved to be friends and advisors for many years, and this

seemod the only way in which we could assure them these contaotse

In the fall of that first year we noved from the shanties into a
gmry belonging to ilre Cooper, About that time the guestion of a site for the Coumty
Court House arose and he sgroed if they would bufld i1t where he wished it {on the
present site) he would tear down the old granary which was loonted neerby, Iis offer
was accopted, The gramary had been painted, papered and divided by partitions inte
‘rooms making & cogy little home but with the prospect of its being torn down wo decided
it was best for us to bulld & 1ittle hame Tor owrselves, and so it happoned thet before
this hose was completed the granary vas bolng torn down and one day the children and I
sat out on the grass by our new homs, with our furniture beside us, waiting wntil the
roof wes put on so we night move in, That was our hone for thirty-seven years,

I was never homesick after eming to Herth Daketa, but the longing



for the trees and flowers never ceased, This hunger was not confined to me alons, a8
was later proved by the number of trees planted and the oare expended to keep them

alive, One day our son, G. 8. lewberry, them a boy, found 8 little cottonwood twig
which he brougnt home and planted in our baglk yard, with the gulek response of that
variety it rooted and in a few years doveloped Into a good sized tree, 5o far as I

know, that was the {irst tree ever planted in Cooper "

s lacking, too, were the church spires of the settled camwmities;
guite in evidenoe were the saloons which followed with the opening of the new coumntry.
But worship wo must - s0 1t happened that one Sunday, far lack of & better plase, we
- held our service in a saloon, the bottles and kegs belng mute witnesses of the chare
agter of tho plage, However we lived to see the saloons go and the churches come in e
Daptist, Congregatiomal, Lutheran, lethodist and !ission, :

: : Over the prairie which had been the home of the roving herds of
buffale were piles of their bleashing “ones and horns, The bones had comercial value
for fertilizing purposes and were hauled into town in lomds to be shipped out, lNany
homes vere desorated with the horns of the animal, sorsped and polished mmtil they
shone like ebony, :

. And always there was the swrprise of the quick change of scasons
One August the farmers worked frenziedly building bonfires to keep avay the frost which
threatened the ripening grein, In winter the blizzards exacted their toll but the
advent of spring always brought renewed hope and courage and vhen the fields were agein
carrying thelr golden sea of grain we thrilled to their beauty. »

And so the new land booame - and still is - JOME,

On Armnistioce Day, Nove llith, 1920, husband and I - this time
alone in the home 1nwum-mdmmatmﬂmhﬂn:{rtem
children, same of whom were living in that eity and others nearby, On March 13th, 1923
we celebrated our golden wedding anniversary, and this was our lmst fanily reunion for
two wocks letor our daughter Mimie (Mirs. G. E. Mesomnell) passed evay, On Ostober 13th,
1926 my husband found release from & long illnoss, Of the eight children born to us
“ashington; Pan,(Mrss J. Be Christensen) in Jamestom; Bthol, making her home with mes
Goorge Se, our eldest son, married and 1lving in Minnsapolis, Minneseota; Frank Ve, our
moml:m, married and living in Jamestom, I have living 11 grandehildren and 14 greate

Sometimes when tho automobiles are roll over the splendid higlways
mmaﬂmmamsmmma.mmmxgomwm;gawmw
team, the sproad of the unbroken prairie - the priseless friendships made in those early
deys, many retained wntll the present time - and am proud to feel thet even in so small
e sense we have been Dakota piloncors,

Piomeer Story of lirs, George S. Newberry
Jemestoim, Ne Dake



e came s far as Sanbora by vail but the brameh not boing come
pleted to Cooperstowm we took the stage from Sanborn to Dazey in a
dreary,drizzling rein, At Dezey weowere lodged fith home of a Scand-
inavien rm who knew m their own native langnage wijich was

mfemiliar to us end seemed a compound

iplon. Bowildered end weary end unsble to comprehend o word they sald,
we were almost immediately to Pind out how more than kind our hosts
could be for it was thelr tesm which carried our 1ittle group over
the miles from Dazey to Cooperstowm,our destination, Near the prosent
tom of Hamegord we wore obliged to ford Bald Hill Creek whose
swollen waters o¢rept up into the box of our wegon and over fthe backs
of the faithful horses. |

At Sonborn we had discovered that ,through en oversight, our
should be re-checkod, It wms six weeks before they finally arrivedy
This complicated matters mmmmmwwmm
brought with us just the clothing we mtm#wm Journey
and were wmm for this ammmw ‘
mmwmmmmwmmﬁmwmmmum POCIS §
the other for a&m&w quarters and in the :mm we walkenod




mWammmmwmmwmmmwamm

: In the first year we were
rights end so my hudband £iled on a ummm the other ehildren
ond me set out by ox team for our eAEdNiScarcely had we arrived when
a bend of men rode up and with hootings and much shooting of fivearms
MMWMWWWMW.XMWM‘WW
ond bréther went out to aseertain the cause of this visitatioh and
MWM&MWMWWW&#MW%WGM falled
couraged ,we packed our goods,took devm the little stove which had
MMMWuuMWMmWWm%maMMW
extent of our atbempt o famn in Dakota.Schools were not yet esteblished
on the preirie mmmwmmmmmmmmmmm
WWMMM‘&M&@&MMM&WM




divided by MW m’ﬁ»ﬁwmmamymﬁﬁam but
with the prospect of its being torn down we declded it was best for us

to build a 1ittle home for ourselves, and so it heppened that before
the children and I sab out on the grass By our new home ,with our
furniture beaide us ,walting watil the roof was put on so we might
I was never homesick after coming to Daketa, but the longing
to me plone, as was later proved by the mumber of trees planted and
the ceare expended to keep them alive. One day our son, G.S.Newberry,
then a boy, found a 1ittle cottomwood twig whieh he brought home
and plented in our back yard. With the qulek response of that
variety Mrwm‘MMamWWW&WaMaMW«
8o far as I know, that was the first tree ever planted in Cooperstown
mm,m,mmmmmwwwmm;
quite in evidence were the saloonz which followed with the opening
of the new country. But worship we nmust-so 1t happened one day,for
lack of a better place,we held our service in a saloon,the bottles
and kegs mute witnesses of the character of the place.

- of buffalo were piles of thelr bleaching bones and horns. The bones

hed commerclal velue for fertilizing purposes and were hauled into
tovm in loads to be shipped away. Vany homes were decorated with the
eninal ,seraped and pelished until they shone llke ebony.




advent of Mu a&m
golden mmmmwmmw

On srmistice Day,llovember II,I920, my husband end I «by this tia
mummmnmmmmwmwamm%mm
mﬁmmmtnmmm,mmmmmummma city
and %m nearby. On March ISth, I923 we celebrated our golden
ww{w anniversary,end this wes our St fanily reunion for two
m/‘w our daughter Minnie(¥rs, G,E.acomnel ) passed away, On
wmwxm, 1926 ny husband mmm from a long illness, Of the
eight Wm born to us ,alx ave livingg Nell, (Mrs.R.C.Hemerd) in
BMW&”&M.{M* dsloBowden) in
JuLeChristenson) in Tamestown,lN.Dekotas Dthel, making
George S., our oldest son,married and Living in Mimmeapelis,innesoba:
Frank Wy, our second son,married and living in Jonestown, N, Dakota
~ have II grendehildren and I4 great-grendchildzen.

Sometimes when the eutembiles are rolling over the splendid
. highways and the alrplanes are zooming overhead,in retrospect I po back
- %o the days of the oxetean, the spread of the wnbroken prairie -the
priceless friendships made in those early days,many retained until the
WM%&W#&MMM%MM&MWMW
mmwz m* W&ﬁtmw
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Oscar Nierenba:g

By Hennah Lende

Oscar Nierenberg was born in Ashpen, Wisconsin, March 18, 1863, Vhen he was
eight years old he went with his folks to Sibless County, linnesote, Oscar's father
died there in 1876, Here they farmed for about ten years when they moved to Ottere
tail County, Minnesote, Oscar at times worked out et different jobs in the summer
at Casselton, Worth Dakota and surrounding places. '

In 1884, with his two brothers, Pd. and Theodore, Oscar came by train to Coopers-
town, Horth Dekota. All he could see on his way up was prairie except here and there
& sod house and barn. Things picked up rapidly end the settlers worked for Re Ce
Cooper. He worked for Cooper seven years, DPuring thet time Osear remembers a little
incident which happened while on the ranch. Horace Houghton was going butcher a
"eritter." He took the gun to shoot the eritter and shot one sar off. His brother
John says, "You can't shoot, give it to me.® John shot the other eer off.

At one time in 1884 a dance was held in the court house at Cooperstown. In
those days there were very few women around the territory, Thirty men and three
women attended the dance. The first band wes organized in 1884, comprised of P,

A, Molgard, lir, Stevens, and Pete Nelson,

From 1884 to 1892 the country was full of wild geese, They covered & stretch
of fifteen and twenty acres, and the land looked like a huge snowbenk. At night
it was impossible for people to sleep, they would make so much noise.

At this time, Lakota wes noted for prairie fires. In 1885 a fire swept through
the territory et 4 o'clock in the afternoon and burned up Seanborn completely.

In 1885 Oscar Nierenberg worked a short time for Sem Langford, Sr. lir. Lang=
ford and he hauled the stones for the foundation for the first drugstore in Coopers=
town belonging to Dr, Newell, 1The same year, with a span of horses and a plow he
broke a place for a tree claim on the north half of section 26, Cooperstown Tovmshipe.
He also hauled stones and dug a cellar for a Mr. Adams in 1885, for living quarters,
where the State Bank building now stands.

In 1887, while working for Cooper, Osear end the men were going to butcher a
"eritter." John Houghton shot at it with his revolver. The critter broke loocse,
end mad and ugly rean in the pasture. It was noon when six men started after it,
and it was sundown when they got it.

In 1889, Charlie, Wilmot, and Horace Houghton, Ed and Osear Nierenberg, with
horses and two spring wagons, went antelope hunting out west. They went towards
the Jim River. liany places they could see flooks of them, but were unable to catch
ones The men's jackets were lined with red and by turning these jackets inside out
the antelope would get scared. They were within a half mile of a flock often., Fd's
shooter was & double barreled shotgun., He shot at them and Horace Houghton says,
"You are doing well, I can hear them squeak. The whole flock disappeared. The next
morning they went out and saw meny entelope, shotet them, and got none. That night
they stayed at a place where McHenry now is and slept in o schoolhouse. The men
hated to go home without any antelope, and thought of butchering a dog and pretend
it was an antelope, but decided it was best not to do so., If the guns had been
better in those days, they may have brought home a few antelope,

In 1891, Oscar Nierenberg was married to Miss Hattie WMielke, in Otterteil County,
linnesota. They were married by Rev. Albrecht. The first year of his married life
he worked out threshing, ste. In 1892 he took his homestead and built a lumber shanty
on Seetion 8, Cooperstown Township., From 1891 until six years ago the crops were
good .

Meany of the people who came to North Dakota in the early eighties had gone back
to where they came from about 1888, and now have nothing. Those who stayed and
endured the hardship are now well to de.

In 1912 Osear Nierenberg retired from farming and moved inte the eity of Coopers=
town.
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Theodore Nierenberg
From Scrapbook of Mrs. C, W, Michaelson

‘Theodore Nierenberg came te this community in 1883, and has numerous interesting
stories to tell of his pioneer days in Griggs County.
~ww==lt was & common sight to see men and children out picking and piling buffalo
bones to sell as a means of earning some money,

Very few peiple had horses, lir. Nierenberg drove mules and oxen,

Since the closest place to buy coal was at Sanborn, about forty miles away
lir. Nierenberg and others hauled wood for fuel from the river,
===wsliork was searce, but the Cooper Ranch offered work for quite a few men, and
that is where Theodore obtained work.,

One of the incidents he well remembers is during the winter while he was doing
the chores on the Cooper Ranch, After finishing the morning chores he started for
home with a load of wood and & cow tied behind, When he was half way home e blinding
blizzard struck, which caused him to lose his way. ™is only hope was to turn the
cow loose, She had a calf at home, and would probably strike for home. This she
did, and Theodore followed with the oxen after unhooking from the sleigh., After
what seemed & long time they werehome. He could not return to the Cooper Ranch until
the next day, and then not until he hed located the sleigh he had left,

the wages were low-=only ¥15.,00 & month in the winter time and from 18,00 to
420,00 in the summer. Of course the clothing was slso low in price, A buffelo cep
could be bought for 75 cents and a coat for #8,00 or %9,00,

Mr, Niersnberp also relates en ineident which shows thet pecple made their
ovn lews 2s there were no sheriffs., One of the workers on the Raneh had mede plans
to esecort his lady friend to a dance, The men at the Ranch decided that he was to
treat them with a box of cigars before leaving. This he refused to do, which landed
him in e root cellar to spend the night.

(Neote==by lirs. Porterville.,-= There was & sheriff in Cooperstown but Cooper's men
ruled themselves, by themselves, with a sort of "Kangeroo" court,)
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.»_ Blography of Leif Som Norgaard

e

May, 1930 --Orville Olson

Leif Som Norgaard 1s the son of Swen Norgaard. He was born in
Chicago, Illincis on January 16, 1862. He came to North Dakota with his
parents in 1874. The reason they came to North Dskota was because of
the good homesteads that could be taken up here. They came in a covered
wagon.

3 He took up a homestead on section 22, townshlp 146, range 58. Thelr
first home was a dugout. They had oxen at first to go to town with.

Some of their early hardships were blizzards and prairie fires. His
nearest neighbor was S. K. Skagen. Their farm machlnery was a walking
plow and & broadcaster.

One of the early churches was in a school house in Mardéll and there
was & traveling minister called Lundeby.

The fuel they used was wood which they cut for themselves from
along the river.

He was married to Carrie Gilbertson December 24, 1881 in Mardell.
He 1s now living in Washburn township, section 23.

His descendents are:
Mrs. Olaf Olson, Cooperstown, North Dakota
Melvin Norgaard, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Edward Norgaard, Living at home
Conrad Norgaard, Comstock, Wisconsin
Leonard Norgeard, Finley, North Dakota
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NATIONALLY KNOWN MEN FROM GRIGGE COUNTY

GERALD P, NYE--Editor of the Griggs County Sentinel-Courier
from September, 1919, to November 13, 1925, was born at Nortone
Wiile, Wiss.; where Bis father was engaged in the newspaper
~ business. Taking a great interest in the political welfare of
the organized farmer, Mr, Nye devoted his paper largely to that
cause, Following the desth of U, 8, Senator Bdwin F. Ladd in
1925, Governor A. G. 36r110 appointed the Cooperstown editor to
111 out his unexpired term., In the elections of 1926, he was
regularly elected for the unexpired term and also for the
regular term of six years, In 1932, he was again elected to
another six year term., In the U, §. Senate he has been
aggressively interested in famm legielation end won great fame
for his elections investigations in 192728 8nd for his sensational
disclosures in the investigation of the munitions industry in
this country,









