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{ i ‘ gi1bert Olson

s From interview by Hannah Lende
 Gilbert Olson was boen in Bloyt, Wisconsin, Mamh 27,
186l. He staved in B;oyt untll thirteen years of wge whang
his parents moved to Big Stone county, Mﬂnnéaota. Mr. ‘
Oleon roamed around here until twenty-one. May 17, 10 2
with a company of men, he started for Dakotu territory in
& covered wagon, 7harmAwarafﬁﬁzﬁéq?ahr,yavaru@ wagons in
the company and each had some stock and belongings aloug.
When about eight miles from home, the ¢ompany Camped over
night by the woods near & lake. The next moming the ground
Wwas Goversd with enow. "They stayed there three days before
they ¢ould sbart out again. They paddled wlong «s best they
¢tuld «nd :topped down by Fort Ransom,Nakota territory whers
four of the families st tloned theuselves. Those who continued

on wera Gllbert Olson, John Paulson, And

m Stromme, Trick

geon, and Joseph Hope. They arrived near

e

Jucobson, Peter Pec
Lake Jessle the seventh of June. Mr., Olson roamed around and
¢ame %o Red Willow lake where he met a Wer. Gilbertson. Wr,
Gilbertson was %o show him where to find some land and timber
by a lake. They got loet in ggwa,hillu and codldn't find

the lake. They came backiggl

Mr. Halvorson's place and le,
Qleon staved there over night. Mr. Olson had intended to go

' “%0 Devils Laka. when he got to Lake Jes:ie he ran out of
money and had to stay around there. He had provicions to laﬁt

“bcut'thrée W@QMSK_,.

~ The next day he we wn to the Bheyemne river vhere

he met Wd. Gunderson and stayed there ower n

went to look for some lanil. He came to ssction 10, Addle
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: Fromw interview by Hannah Lende ‘
‘ Gilbert Olson was born in Bloyt, Wisconsin, Marh 27,
186l. He staved in Bloyt until thirteen years of wye w_henf:
his parents moved to Eig Stone county, uinnéaota. Mr.
Olson roamed around hers until twenty-one. May 17, 14 2
with a company of men, he started for Dakotu territory in
@ Covered wagon. _Tharo; .wera&m;r tovered wagons in
the company and each had some stock and belongings along.
When about eight miles from home, the company Camped over
night by the woods near & luke. The next mo'ming the ground
Was Goversd with enow. They staysd there three days before
they could start out again. They paddled along «s best they
cbuld .nd .stopped down by Fort Rensom,Dakota .t.e:.,r‘r_uo_vy vhere
four of the families st tioned thewselves. Those who continued

on wers Gllbert Olson, John Paul

50N, Anton Stromme, Trick

Jukobson , Pa'@u Pedemson, and Joseph Hope. They arrived near
Lake Jessle the seventh of June. WMr, Olson roamed around and
Came %o Red Willow lake where he met a Ur. Gilbertson. ur,
Gilbartm}:} Was %o show him where to find some land and timber
by a lake. They got lost in some ‘h,li,ll"u' and codddn'y find

the lake. They came bac kil

g e, Halvorson's place and ue,
Olson stayed there over night. Wr, Olson had intended to go
‘%o Devils Lake. When he got to lLake Jes:ie he ran out of
money and nad to stay around there. He hud provieions to laét

a.bout' thres weaks. e

~ The next day he WL %0 the Sheyeine rlver vham

he mM Fd. Gunderson aud sta.yed thare our 1

went to look for some land. He came %o section 10, Addle
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townshilp and decided %o settle theve. Wr. Olson then © uth to
Ceo:@aéfa ranch and tried to get work. There were three fore-

men- Al Shue, John Houghton, and Vest Brown. He was refus

job. The second tims he nwva batk and O0le K. Olson, a nel bor
was along. Again they were turned down. ZTha third time, M,i‘ |
Qleon temeubers 1t was the 17th of August emd the men wers jwut
rogdlyﬁg__to start in the f1eld with the binder. Mr. 01 son. uélk;ged,‘
for a job. He was informed they had more men than they had uce

for. In the meantiue Wr. Olso "?:“‘l‘f"‘}boka %o the ¢ook, Mr. Huskel.

For something to sat, Wr. Dlaof"‘j’ﬁspl'm some wood. Getting no
sucess with the Cook, Mr. Olson went down by the warahouse and
laild in the shade. Wr, Olson made up hi: mwind he washtaying

until moening when he would start east towards Mayville and

%

Portland. About four o'tlock 1n the afternoon one of tha
men ¢ ame and asked then whaf. they were do'ng. He figurel they
ware tramps going through the Gountry. Ha told them 1f they
wanted to work thay should start sho¢ ‘ing.

The %wo men went %o work right away and in just a few

minutes the fomism

i Came back to see hov they vere getting

along. He told then to ya.i- v %the shocks away from thp adgo

of the field so he ¢o dd plough around for fire b reaking.
_ hen through with the work, Fest "town, the foreman,

to1d them %o go into the office and regleter. Thev were glven
a blanket and wers told to hunt for a bed, If they quit they

were to tetum the blan's té or would be Gharged §3.50 aplece

for them. UMr. Olson worked at Cooper's during harvest and the :

elghteen days of thresiing there were. After threshing Wr.

'Ols.rm had no more ordsrs to wrk. He was in the walting room

fTeto

and was about to leave when he and 0le K. Olson wersite plok
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mmmgc.mar aB sone Mham werse doing. :

‘f Tn the fall of 1883 Cooperts uen , inrluding Gilbert 0lson
hadigd g rain %o Sanbom and lumber back }fmﬂ*‘_‘bmldzmgs_.l Fach

*br‘ié took about three days. There was a m? dway ‘hQ}%‘% :
whe@i’;n they stayel over nite, Theve were about twent; 5
ha.ui ing grain, T%_xx st lumber .,,".,,#;'*3 hauled for Knut Thompson.
| e, Olson quit WoTk at Cooper just before Christmas.
He w;w afrald someone would take his land. That winter he
stayed w#1th John Paulson, his nglghbur. IR ‘the' spring of 1883
he purchased a yoke of O Xen from Knut Thompson and broke up hfip
land. He put in saven acres of crop this year and received -
one hundred-five bugj}g}s_ from 1t, His firut machinery was a
Buckeye seeder and Sulkeye plow. \, | RS
Rarly in the winter of 1783 with his oxen hitched onto

i ‘*‘%wa;;ﬁn, ha went %o Pf) *tland for ‘prov‘ia‘i,m_s‘ for the wmf.ar._ k
Later he wont %o Hope for provisions and when Cooperstown e
startei, 1333 he purchased tham there.

In the fall of 1883 ur. Olson went buc.k to Coopsr's manch

and was put to work in the elsvator unlosding grain. ‘%

One winter day in 1885 Mr. Olson md, a nelghbor, Wd.
Gunderson went to visit two bac slore a few mlles @rom their
homesteal. On tHekr way home 1% was very ¢old ous. It was
dark and the men los% thelr way. For & long time they went in
a circle and arrivel home five o'clock in the morning. The

next day w. T, ‘_M:uC_\;lll-aixgh had gone by and asked then what in

the woki they had been doing the night before. The land looked
like a ruce teack, : : ‘ : : _
Ur. 0lson was mareied in 1889 o 711 We)lun by Rev. Lundeby,

In 1891 Mr. Olson had his first house built.
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¥rg. Clara Olson
nee
Kristy Luckesen Engen

Yrs, Clara Olson (Kristy Luckasen Engen) was born in Ness, Hallengdal, Norway
on February 3, 1872, the daughter of Lucas and Ingeborg Engen and the youngest of
fourteen children. She attended school and was confirmed in the Lutheran Church
in Norway.

Vhen she was twelve years old, she and her mother seiled for America on
steamboat. As the weather was nice the journsy only took seven dayse They had
their owmn food, mostly bread and lefse, for the trip,

They landed in Philadelphia in October, 1884, A man there saw thet they boarded
the right train for liorth Dakota. They came to Cooperstown to her brother, Arne
Luckasen, Iis homestead was located 6% miles outheast of Uooperstown, on the east
side of the Sheyenne River in Sverdrup Township, Hig log house had two rooms down=
steirs and two rooms upstairs, The strewstack wes the barn for the horses and oxen.
The weather was nice and the men were threshing when they got here.

There were no roads. They drove over hills and down valleys with horses or
OXene

She attended very little school here but spent winters with neighbors to learn
American ways and the English language,

In 1899 she married George N, Olson, He died in 1960, They reared seven
children, They farmed in Sverdrup Township, Except for a time she lived in Fargo
she hes lived here,

Engen, Lucas and lrs., Ingeborg
Engen, daughter Kristy Luckesen Engen married George N. Olson son of Nels and
i Anna Olson
Sen, Gillman C, Olson married Dolores Bs Erickson
children - Jacqueline, Susan, Gloria, Beverly
Erickson, Daniel & lrs. Edricks
Erickson son Oscar married Henriette Johnson daughter of John L. & Bertha Johnson
daughter Dolores B. Rrickson married Gillman Olson
children: Jacqueline, Susan & Gloria & Beverly

From YoCoLs sorapbook of Joyce Klubben, teacher
of Sverdrup No, 1.
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Biogrephy of Ben Hans Overby
Martin Adrisn
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Mr.. end Mrs. Hans Overby lived in Norwasy. They are the parents of
the pioneer, lir. Ben Hgng Overby. lir. Overby was born in the year 1873
on Janugry 28, in Norway, near Gjovick. Mr. and Mrs. Hans Overby left
Norway and ssiled .for Americe when Ben Hans Overby was one and one half
years old.

While reaching America they moved to southern Minnesots by r=ilroad.
Their business was mostly lumbering. For some reasson they could not
mgke z success and declded to go to North Dekots. They came up on the
train. Ben Bverby and his father stayed in the box cer with their stock.
They arrived in Cooperstown in the month of May, 1886. They began to
raise cattle upon thelr agrrival. Ben H. Overby was the cow boy herding
hundreds of cattle. Ben was very strong and was noted for being the
strongest in the country, therefore, he liked the hardships of herding

cattle. Even now he says, "The most fun I ever had was in herding
cattle. "

The first land they took up in North Dakota was a homestead south
of Binford on Section 12, Bryan township. Their home and barn £/ was
bullt of sod. They went to Cooperstown for their provisions. Some-
times they got lost in storms, then they sometimes had to get out on
their knees and crawl around until they found the hard track sgain. They
often took kerosine lamps along on these trips to use in the darkness
«r 1n case they got lost as last resort in case they got cold. The
kerosine sometimes froze snd then they could not 1light them. Because
of thls they cerried a bottle of oil in their pocket and thus this
would never freeze unless they themselves froze to death. One time
Ben Overby got lost in a storm so bad that he lost his wey. When he
knew he was lost he turned the wagon box up side down and camped there
over night.

He did not have very many neighbors as there were not very meny
people living in the state at that time. Some of his nearest neighbors
were Carl Vaughen, John Vaughen, Gilbert Gilbertson, Deers, Frank
Kingsley. They did not use much machinery in the early days. They
hed a walking plow and a wagon and besides their machinery they had
four horses, forty chickens, three pigs and a2lso a few cows, They
tried to raise crops but did not succeed to first because of drought.
They could not rasise crops for five years. On the sixth year there
was a good crop but a hail storm swept the country and destroyed it
entirely. After that they raised 2 good crop each yesr, The kinds of
crops ralsed were wheat, oats, and flax. The Overby's tried to raise
corn but never made s success of it. The grain crops ylelded on an
average 20 to 25 bu. to the acre at that time.

As they were poor they could not buy coal and had to haul wood
from the Sheyenne River to use as fuel. They used wood as fuel in the
winter and in summer they burned hay or straw. When hay and straw was
‘cerce they burned cow chips. Ben Overby and some one else as a com-
wvanion went after a load of wood. On thelr return Ben's companion
drove. When going down a hill the load tipped over and the driver %ot
under the pile of wood. Mr. Overby worked for a half an hour to ge



Biogrephy of Ben Hans Overby
--Martin Adrian

him out. His companion had to be sent to the hospital for a short per-
iod.

Another 1ncident of great importance a was s fire which started on
the Sheyenne River. It burned s long ways southeast of Binford. Ben's
farm being in line got burned.

Buffelo hunting was a great incident of that time slthough Ben
Overby himself never took part in any hunt. He kicked the mest off the
bones snd hauled the bones to Cooperstown and sold them for #16.00 g
ton. Ben Uverby was a very good horseback rider. He could ride almost
any kind of a2 horse. 1In licHenry there was a horse trained to buck.
Nobody could ride it except Ben. Ben rode it for s ways but had to
stop because he got the nosebleed. He did not get the prize, however,
none got the prize.

Ben Overby was married to Miss Larson in Cooperstown in the year of
1904 on the fifth day of May. Soon afterwards they moved to Rosendal
township, section 12, and took up the eighty north of the buildings of
his farm. He now is a renter.

They are the parents of many children whose names and sdresses are
as follows: Mrs. Henry Hagle of Binford, Mrs. Clsrence Hackenson of
ncHenry, Husel Overby of Mose, and Hans Overby, Sigfred Overby, Leonard
Overby, Clara Overby, Alma Overby, and Albin Overby, all these last
being in Mose, North Dskota.

The present home of Ben Overby is on section thirty four, Rosendal
Township of Griggs County.
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PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Ben Hans Overby

¥Mr. And Mrs. Hans Overby lived in Norway. They are the parents
of the pioneer, ¥Mr. Ben Fans Overby. WMr. Overby was born in the vear
1873 on January 25, in Norway, near Cjovick. Yr. and rs. Fans Overbvw
left Norway and sailed for Americe when Ben Hans Overby was one and
one half years old.

While reaching America they moved to southern Minnesota by rail-
road. Their business was mostly lumbering. For some reason they
could not make a success and decided to gc to North Dakota. They
came up on the train. Ben Overby and his father staved in the box
car with their stock. They arrived in Cooperstown in the month of
May 1888. They began to raise cattle upon their arrival. Ben H.
Overby was the cow boy herding hundreds of cattle. Ben was very strong
and was noted for being the strongest in the country, therefore, he
liked the hardships of herding cattle. Even now he says, "The most
fun I ever had was in herding cattle."

The first land they took up in North Dakota was & homestead
south of Binford on Section 12, Bryan township. Their home and barn
Wwas built of sod. They went to Oooperstown for their provisions.
Sometimes they got lost in storms, then they sometimes had to get out
on their knees and crawl around until they found the hard track again.
They often took kerosine lamps along on these trips to use in the
darkness or in case they got lost as last resort in case they got
cold. The kerosine sometimes froze and then they could not light
them. Because of this they carried a bottle of o0il in their pocket
and thus this would never freeze unless they themselves froze to death.
One time Ben Overby got lost in a storm so bad that he lost his way.
When he knew he was lost he turned the wagon box up side down and
camped there over night. ;

He did not have very many neighbors as there were not very many
people living in the state at that time. Some of his nearest neighbors
were Carl Vaughen, John Vaughen, Gilbert Gilbertson, Deers, Frank
Xingsley. They did not use much machinery in the early days. They
had a walking plow and a wagon and besides their machinery they had
four horses, forty chickens, three pice ond also a few cows. They
tried to raise crops but did not succeed at first because of drouzht.
They conld not raise crops for five vears. On the sixth vear there
was a good crop but a hail storn swept the country and destroved it
entirely. After that they raised a good crop each vear. The kinds
of crops raised were wheat, oats, and flax. The Overbv's tried to
Talse corn but never made a success of it. The grain crops yielded
on an average 30 to 25 bushels to the acre at that time.

As they were poor they could not buy coal and had to hanl wood
from the Sheyenne River to use as fuel. They used wood as fuel in
the winter and in summer thev burned hay or straw. When hay and
straw was scarce they burned cow chips. Ben Overby and some one else
a8 @ companion went after a load of wood. On their return Ben's
companion drove. When going down a hill the load tipped over and the-
driver got under the pile of wood. ¥r. Overby worked for a half an
hour to get him out. His companion had to be sent to the hogpital
for a short period. _

Another incident of great importance was a fire which started on

15



Ben Hans Overby (continued)

the Sheyenne River. It burned a long ways southeast of Binford. 1
Ben's farm being in line got burned.

Buffalo huntln was a great incident of that time althouﬂh Ben
Overby himself never took Dart in any hunt. FHe kicked the meat off
the bones and hauled the bones to Cooperstown and sold them for
sixteen dollars a ton. Ben Overbv was a very good horseback rider.
He could ride most any kind of a horse. 1In "ﬂﬂenry there was a horse
trained to buck. Nobody could ride it except Ben. Ben rode it for
a ways but had to stop because he got the nosebleed. He did not cet
the prize, however, none got the prize.

Ben Overby was married to Miss Larson in Cooperstown in the
year of 1904 on the fifth day of May. Soon afterwards they moved to
Rosendal township, section 12, and took up the eighty north of the

buildings on his farn. He now is a renter.
Tnev are the parents of many children whose names and addresses
are as follows: Mrs. Fenry Hagle of Binford, ¥rs. Qlarence Hackenson

of McHenry, Hazel Overbv of "ose, and Fans Overbv Sigfred Overby,
Léonard OVLTbV Clara Overby, Alma Overby, and Albln Overby, all
these last beln; in Mose, North Dakota.

The present home of Ben Overby is on section thirty four,
Rosendal township of Grigss Qounty.

-=-Martin Adrian
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;(xw* an& ﬁxs. Hanﬁ atyrby xzvgﬂ 1& ﬁaxw&yﬁ They a:a tha gar&n&t ef

the ploneer, Y¥r. %en Hans Overby, ¥r. Overby was bora in the ysar
~18%3 on. Jéaﬁsxy 25, in Yorway, near Ojovick, Mr, and ¥ps. lsne
Overby lafi ¥orway and asiled far ﬁﬁﬁri@& Qhaa 5@& ﬁanz Qtawﬁv ﬂ&i
one and one balf vesrs old.

Their businees was mostly lumbering. For sose resson they could not : gQJw

\"fmake & succecs snd ‘decided to go to North Dskota, They onme wp on’ - -

the traln. Ben fiverby and his father siayed iun the bex car with thelir
~#tock. They arrived in Cooperstown in the month 6f ¥ay 1888,  They

" vegan to reise cattle upon their arrival, Ben ¥. Overby was the cow .
Loy herding bundreds of catile. fen was very strong end wse noted '#”73?

for veing the strongest in the scountry, therefore, he liked the' harﬂw
ghips of herding aatslaxf Evgn naw he &ayn, *The most fuu 2 2 evar had’
‘was in herdinz cattle,®

¥ The first land they tnci'ﬁp in Horth ﬁxxat& wag a‘hnmaatead ;auth ot - ';lg

Binford on Section 12, Mrysn township. Their home and barn wae Bbuilt
- of 'sod. - They weni to Coopérstown for their proVieiana. S@wﬂtimas e
they got iost ir storme, then they sometimes had to get out on thelr:
kness and orewl around until they found the herd treck sgains They -
often took kerosine lamps slpong on these trios to use in the da:k&ﬁas i W
or ih case they got lost &s lset resort in dsse they got volds
‘keroeine somstimes froze and then they could not Iight thewm. ﬁ&m :
- psuse. of this they esrried s bottle of ¢il in' their pocket and thua~
- this would never froeze unless they themselves froze fo desth, One
~time Hen Overby got lost in & storm s0 bed that he loet his way, =
‘%hen ne knew he wpa lost he furned the wagon ﬁﬁi un side down and- .
d there over night.
He 014 not have very meny nelghbore as there wers. nat v&ry asny peegla
livin% 4An the state at thet time.  Pome of Wis néarest neiphdors were .
 Garl Vaughen, John Vsughen, Gilbext Gilbertoon, Deers, Prank Kingeley, =
They d1d not use mugh machinery in the early days. They hed o walk-
4ng plow and a wegon snd besides thelr machinery they had four horses,
forty chilckens, three pigs and a}sa a few cowg. They trisd to reise
- grops but 4if not ‘succeed at Tiret becsuse of arought. = Tuey could =~
- mot raise crops for five vears, On the elxth year,ghere wgs » good -
" grop but & hail storm ewept the country and destroyad 1t entirely. - S T 4
After that’'thay rslsed a good crop eésoch year, The kinds of erops .
raised were whest, oats, and flax, The Overby'e trisd to ralse oorn
. but never mede s success of it. The grain eraau‘xieldea,an a1 avera¢e
= 20 to 256 bu, to. the sore st that tiae.
Mhs they were poor they caﬂlﬁ not buy cosl and aaé 40 haul wood frem
the Sheyenne River to uwe s fuel, They uged wood ag fuel in the
winter aad in susger they burnéd hay or straw, When hay =nd esxsﬁ
was #garce they burned cow ohlps, Ben Overby and some one elee ss a =
gompanion went after a load of woed, On thelr refurn Bents ea@aaniea e
drove. ¥hen golug down o hill the load tipped over and the driver P
-~ got under the pile of wood. e, Overby worked for a half en hour. te
ggt him out; HAle a&ayan&ﬁa hqﬁ to be sanﬁ o the ﬁaspital for a 3
- *gttggﬁ S TSt
ﬁf Anothey iaaidant ef grest imvert&n&a wng a.fixa tuzaa atarta& aa tha
 Sheyenne Hiver. 1% burned a 1&33 ua;s aﬂuthaaat af aiaisré.v,ﬁs&’s
farm being An liaa got burned.
4Buffaia huatiag tas a.gzeut inaié&ut af thnt timﬁ aiﬁnaugk Eﬂa ﬁvﬁzbg
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s 5 Biography of Ole P. Overby
~ June 2, 1926 --Kermlit Overby
- ."-4";} : H 4 . 2
Ole P. Overby was born to Mr. and Hrs. Peter Hendrickson of Ost-
marken, Norway, August 22, 1848, where he grew to young manhood.

His schooling consisted of only twelve days a year. He was taught
by an old men who traveled from home to home to teach the children.

, When he was seventeen years o0ld, his father died. After his father's
- death, he had to go into the woods to work for a year in order to help
his brother earn enough money to support the family. IHe then worked as

o carpenter making barrels, bagkets, ete.

After he reached the age of twenty-three, he had to serve in the
army each spring for four years.

In April, 1882, he married Anne Thoreson. The same vear on the
third of November, they sailed for America.where there were greater
prospects for a home of their own and a fubure for their family.

They spent thelr first winter in Moore County, Minnesota and on
May 22, 1883, he startéd out from there with two ,other men. At Wheat-
land, North Dakota he got work for a month and earned nineteen dollars.
From Wheatland he went to lMayville where he had friends from Norway.

~  Later he proceeded to Sheyenne Valley to look for work, but there.
was no work to be had, so hé was compelled to return to Mayville again.
Here he obtained work for himself and his wife on the farm of a bachelor.
Wlr. Overby spent the winters cutting cord wood and received half of the
wood he cut.

After spending two vears on this farm, they moved to Sheyenne Valley
where they bought one quarter of land along with a log cabin 18x 11 feet.
Four sons were born here during the eight years.

In 1892, they moved three miles west on the prairie. They home-
steaded one quarter of land and bought another.. At this place they built
a three room house. Here three girls were born.

In 1902, they again moved into the valley where they had purchased
sore land. The following vear, the second son was taken sick and dled

The youngest was born at this new home in 1905 but died when but
' three and a half years old. ;

% After many years of prosperity and happiness, Ole Overby passed
away July 22, 1922.



Ole Pedsrson Qverby

Br Oscar D.Purinton,Clerk and Historian of the 0ld Settlers! Association.

Ole.Pedorson Overby, son of Peder Hendrickson Budrby and Elis Erickson Overby,
was born at Ostmarken Norway,on Aug.22 1848. He grew to manhood in his
native land.. On Apr.30, 1882 he married Anns Toreson.

Upon leaving Norway he went to Murray County Minn. He came with his
wife to Griggs County in 1883, walking much of the way from the railroad,
and settled on the SE} of gec.22 Romness township. Having but little means
at that time , he worked out among the settlers for three years, whan he
bought 80 acres of land and commenced farming. He had but poor success in
the beginning because of the many obstacles to overcowe in the then new
country. He still resides on Sec.22 in Romness township, enjoying the
friendship and respect of the community. He has been honored with such
townghip offices as road oversesr, school director etc. Mr.Overby is
devoted to the Church, and gives of his means and services,which at this
time (Dec.1913) he gerves as sexton.



