
r ' .
( -  { . . ' i  I  i

' r . '  , 1  ' ,





. a =-
I

.  
j ,  

,

, l ' f

t t

: r

I Gllc€rt 
r. ] l t"t lr i

froa lnterrlcs by Hanna"b lcnilc

OlLirort fitssn trfi.s born ln s}*yto lslu*eilrsln, H*rr*h &?,

l,S6l,. to uter:re{ ln B1oyt rurtl,}" t}:lfts$r ysefs sf *Efa when
r l

hle p&rfsntn $slve$, to :!i.6 $t*nc sSi*rttjr, tdl.rinoasts. lff.

Slcotr m*mo$ *rfs;]:rd heto until twonty*ono. ll*y [?, X. I I

'*tth di, Lonp{Lny CIf mffr, he xt*et*d f,o,r fim,kotu. trrrltg*y t$

&l Lov{t fo,l wugr:n. Thsfc wef6 'ffimrrf Lovsf,od trt+{C}nb til

thE u."rrngdny as'"[ 6n&h ]re/,i $s$& stock *nd bm]an6Lrrg8 u]orrg. ;
19h*n *llorlt stght mll,oa f,mm horrin, tho {.orrpany rgrrurer.x pvCItr

nlght try th* woods rrs&? t* Li*ko" fho nett,norrrft lg tho, ff ifoxins

u{rb osvsr*t wtth $irtow. ,,&*y st*,yqga1 thcrg thrfe€ dnys b,of*ra

the:l lonrLrl atort out I'a.Sa'l"lr. 
"h*]r 

trr*ulttlexl iil,on6g *rE best they

sliUld .itrd,,,t$prr*l ;[Own by EOrt l l*nuonrltnftot* torr.Ltory rnhotrS

f,orrr qf t lts f, i imtl,tar st t lsrnEct t l lqnsct,v*s. thoue nho r"srrtl.rrusd

on r6f,€ Oiliroet 0Luonl ,Iolur Fqu$ron, lSWn litromrnen rrrtek

J"r.$ob$o^rr, Fotcr Po(E6"qpnr **nd Joueirh Hnpe. rhsy sf;rlvsd n6*r

Ltrke Jssstc tho aEvorrtlr of Jtrne . ldr. Ol,agn rolrlned *rowr{ anil

$dm6 to f,ad Stllow lnkr whore hs mEt & Mr,, f l l t lbt*tson. lJf.

f lt lb,rrtoo'l rf,*$ to a,mw htru, rvhero tq f, lnrl $sn$ lr,n,.l {drd tlmbor

lry * I.*kr:" fhsy [ot lost tn $ot' io trl],Le i$* r"oulfuir] f l ird,

tho I'aks. they {"qme b*lkg.liffil$r. Hr$,v$ri$srrf o p}gt,c trgd tJ|r.

0i*orr rtalle' l t] iceo orof, ntg;ht. i lF. t] ioon ]rxS frrtended to rio

i:to oovtlu, Irdhc. wherr ho got, ts trako Jesr,ta bg ran *rrt of

ItSIl6! t$1"1 i.ir.,$ f,6 et&y *f,**1il t}Ofa. {O fuu,il pfpVlr,!,Crio tp l*nt

n rbo . r t  t l r tee  we6kg.

The nqxt tloy he rfrffi.rrrn te thc fihryslrrta rtrvor r,h&rs

hc rust xrl. fiunitgr$on arr,t .**o*u r1;.; ;*-; . rben he

l gr; t tgn 3"S n A,telfe



:, Sllbsrt i lLu'e$

Fron interviow by Hanuah Lcnde

{itlbcrt i l lssn r{S,bo.L"n tn S}ayt, Slur.*liol,n, ${$$rh &?,

18fri, * tc wtx,ires nn lll.gyt rutll" thtrtaur y{erf,e sf *g6 r{hsnl

hts lretEnte novrrl, to SLg fitr:ns os*$ty, till.nnnnstq. Ur,

Olean rofl.ruc* crfo,rrrri h$rc unttl, twontg*nne. Ha,y I?, I,,i,fi
l

w t t h . r L C I e p { $ t y C I f , E t $ f i t r h o x t * r r t * d f o r I } l n k o t u t t n r | " t t r r y [ $

*5 eov{ltrcul wa,gt:rn. Thsfc Fsr6'ffitYar f {*ovsrod wugc*nu Ln :
thE o.lngdly 'rn* oeph hsl soma etwk *nd bo].nng,l.rigr trtr,orrg, ;.
whgn orEr,orrt otght ulLes f,rom homs, thc (onp&ny csJnped, svor

wlght by th* woods u{*&? r* lako" T}rs neqt,lwf,rrtns .thn- ff irolmd

lr€rs uo\f$trflt ffltir !.Jloil." .rhsy stilyryq1 thqrq ,th,"* dnys bsf$ro

they {"ootrd otnpt sut a,6trtlr. 
"h$y 

rocLttlerl .i*lo;rg *r$ t}e6t they

triluld ,.itrd.,,*top.rerl d.own by fOrt ]t*nunmrfttrlhota tcr.r.itony whcf$

foqr of tho famtll,or ct t lonod t\ctoct.tsh,. thoec nho tsrrttriusd

on n6ro Oilbcrt 
.OLuonr. Jolur pqUhfqnr lft, fl S,trornrnc, rirl"rk

Ja.$obco.rr, Fotoe podWsonn **nil Joselrh Hopt. rhoy CIf;lived notlr

L*ke Jcnnta the sovontlr sf Jrmo" Hf,. oJ"uon roeuned, *ro1urf, anll

$&116 to flsc fil,low lu&r wherr hc net e Mr.., fidlbpr"taan. lcr.

OtLhortuqll trr;rii to s;rns htrir rrrhsco to 
,f,tqrl, 

l*stns lanrl and tl,mbCIr

Ity * l,;rh,r" fhsy gat },oat,t l r ionio hll}p i1nd, toulfurtS ffurd,

ths lshs. fbsy $qm6.b*rk',i1ffi$,ll'r, {llr.},veruorrto p}ut,r t*lrd }ilr.

OisOIl *t*yt'[ t i iece $vsf ntght. [Ir, 0lson hr*d, l,ntonded to 6o

. ' i . t n o e v t l s x l & h c ' w h o n h o 5 o . t t g . & a k g J o o g ! . a ' \ u . r g g r o u t o r '

$Qll6| il l}J j.lr.r*, tc Etay n*oi*rd tlrefO" {E ftotl pmvlb!,gs'ri tCI IaEt

.rbgut thrse wcrkgi
. i ;

, the n,ext d*v ho rdicmwn to the $hqrcSyrg ,r,trvar +,hsrs

hl mot Xrl,. fiunilereon an,l etllycs tircry; sttr W. rbq$ hs

uent to lgak {gr mrarng l**nl, }Io r"*r,mo tc u*tl,on l,On .AtJ.dre
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tow*elrLp a,nrt *stl l*q* to stttle thCIf** *f tr. 0l*iolr thalr w rrth to

{oosertE ::nn+b *uil trisd" to 6tr.t w$?k, f&ers w6r6 three fary-

&erl* tt $lnren John tto'.qght*nr rci{t W*xt Hrorcn* He u{Lu refnaf,f$..*'
,1, .,f i I, j

JCIb. fhs &s*.rnil t lgrn ire *smCI bsr,k *lzul 01* K, 0l.snn,r & risl.#$or

ffsr* r*}anqg. Agntn they 316?0 turtrE* dswn" Tiro thlrfl ttmos Mr.

0Legn ts$srilbess tt ss,E 6i1s !?th of, Auguat anrt ths msn rr6ss *p"l

roudy to e, tut t  t r r  tho f lo l1 wtt '  tho l : lndsf , .  Mf.  0J.usn trak". ,d,

f,s r & Jolr' Eo wa,s tnfotruorl they )rir{t &sr6 rnon thsrr thny hbit ur.s
r,;;;.

for. Irr tbs $oantlrus Wr. 0lrmffipoke to th* u$nk, lfr. T{ol#ko}.,
+if

tro? 6,,rmstirlng to uut, }i lr. *l.eo# upt tt unuo rood,. Gctttng no :

st&Lsss wtt l l  the oook, l { f . '0Lunn wont innwtr  l r ; r  tho wurehoupe trnd

x,trttl trr the uh*da, ?{'f, il}s$n uase up htr m{nd }rc r*qptoy1n6

uttttl nomLng nhen hn wsul"i:l st*rt s*st lor*rrrtro Srpvttl.c c$rd ,
Fortlan't. About f,o,*f, orr.l-CIclt tn tho of,ts*rronn ons of the

eon &anne rul. l i lskst thsrn rchat they wctrs d,o1rrg. tts f!.gure.t thalr

vrof,q trar,ilr gOtrrg thfo'rgh tlr,g counttrT. Ho t*rL<t thern lf they

ws.nted to vrork thcy slrg,i ld utort uhor,' i l ,ng.

the two no4 wolrt to wsrk rtght unay nnd trr Ju"t u fsw

ntnutgn tho fogffin srusc bqek to so6 hcrri' their 1 qrs getthrg

a"Long" Ue tol,* thgm to r,tlr^,' tnn sho{,hs ittqir,;' ffom tho odgo

sf, tlro f tolcl so hs es .Ld yrlo *gir l*f*rg;{l fo r fr re b ^oa.k!.ug.

! [hen thmugh wlth tho work,  rdut - fotsn,  thc : 'nrengnl

t r1,1 thgm t,c Jil Lnto thc off tso und rcgtute e. Thel/ ?rcf,e glven

e bl,snkst En* !t6fs t c'nel ts hunt fo r a be*n Xf th6ir rtr&lt thoy

i,ecf,s to. qctrrrrr thr h]"*nte t* or wc,*L* be ch*q,s*.J $g,s! *ptose

for then. Hr. 01r*gn rgrke,t 4lt {:ooirgtrtE dr.l,rt.r6 hii,frs*}t i|nd, ths

eLghto*n *cgs $f thrEaiitng tl lere !T6r{t. *ftor thusstrlng lfr.

01.$*n h*;J *g ruilps erd*rs ta mr}{. Ee wap tn t}r'l wriiLt*i,s rCI m
'/- 

" r:. t
att*'***d *bout t$ l,**vE shen trg *rltl 03e K, $Lson Tet$f,srrt$ ptck



T F J - r

?
nuflnbogtfiT€f, als $CIliis othsrm ilsfs dol.ng. :

,, 
Ir. the faIl ss L$sS {]r*pperrs ffi6nr f,url,rsftn$ f;l}bert sl-sox

. blruLe* & ftL{n tn i$ryrbtlnr sur*l },nrsber b**k f$r ln1tl-dfinge. nq{ih

trtp tpoh .r.bout thsss &nyu. Thetrq wr*ru u a$*T*y Sogqq;li;y |'.*pfy
*..+

whure tlrol ot*1yo I ovor nl,ts* flrsra fftrsn,$hoqt tvwrtygffiffi14ro,

!r*u&tn6 griltn, Tho $trpt hmbof 1163g hs:r},** fnr Knut ?hourpbon,

. 
,10t. 0l"ssn q rlt xerh u,t rno:re* Juxt bcfnrg f!hrl.stu&$" ,

Ho w*E afrtltrl $otCIs$rla wo*]"cl ti*k* hls l.*.nr:{* T}rut. wl,nts* lra

nt*yot wl,t lr Juhn PnrlJ,s6s, lrtr ' . natghbr:r. In the uprtn6 . f LSS$

hc irurphosq{t tr yoka af, o norr f rrrn l{rrut rhontrEon antl bmke up hlr

Izur{, }16 lxtt tn sgy6n sr;rf6s of, sp6p tht"s y']&f onct ro&olvod,

ons hutttrs*-flvp bqdlql.e fmr* tt* H{." f, ir,,t uu*htnery wff,e &

Brg.ikgye rice.lcr trnJ firrlkcye trr.low.

,u,  4*r l ,y t t t  thc r* tnton of ,  l , ;sB wtt l r  h ls srcn ht tchad ontr . r
1&i
,ffi

df'tqpn, h,l rvort to P.u"tlu,nd for provls{ff is for t}rs, rlrrter"

Letor hs r+'ent to Uopa for .rrovfs{.ofle $rrd whsn C*crpgnntowrr

.rtorrte.i, l_88fr ho purehl*ecd thorn thcfc. ,

In the f*1,1 *f I"SBS 1{:r, Sl,uon went he{"k to (oop$rru, r*rrch

and w*u ttut to work tn tlre glovstor urd,o*,ril.rrg 6rntn. 'i;1',

Ons vlntof d*y tn LfrSS llr. 0Lson rurd * netghbof,r ffi..

Oundsrson wsrt  to v lu"{ t  twei  but ,s loru n f r l r  mi}eun,f imsm t l ro{r

hqrue$toi|.1. On ttsht w*1r lrou* .tt w6,tr rt€fl rold, out", trt yr*u

d*rk art ' l  tho nou Lout thst.F wg,S. F$f {.|, IOng trn* t}rey wnnt Ln

* slstlo iur'] *utlYe t hclmo flvc atc,le{"k Ln thrl ranr"n*ntrg. , T}ie

ncxt cta.v $. t' ur.er$X.ihr6a lr.*l gortc trry and &u,herl tharri wtrr*t hr

ttra d they b*tt 
'ssslr 

*otrrg tlre ntght b*fo*s" 'ttrs Lmrl l"ookscl

l l ke  *  f , c r r^F  tn rck .

7- ffr* Sls;.m s&kr mn,rrl*d tn 1t389 to ri"},l, w*ltun by llsy" trrrildeby.

Xn 1$Sl Xr" ill-son hrxl h{,* flret hou**a brr!"}t.

ft6:.-
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gT . }fre. Clara Olcen

srtety r,rroffluo Enge*

i ' irs' clare oleon (itrtcty" 
f.ur:haqcn En6an) rmu,s borrr ln $ess, l{ellengdaL, ]{oram,yon f'sSnrsry $, lg?4, ttre danghtor of f*loai"and Ing*berg nng6n and the youngeet sffourtcsn ohl'ldrenr jiha attcndod ashsol and ,raa *Jnflrila io the Lutlreran churchLn Sormey,,

lThen sha 
3.r brrurve yaar6 ord, ehe and her nothor sa!.red for. JLspvloa oa aIteaB$o4to As tho rmaurer **c ntce thc Journey onry took $even daye r r?r.cy hadthelr owa food, noetly bread aad lefee, ioo tho trLp.'ftrey lended ln ptrrtaaalphl"s ln n"iouer, 1s84. 

'A 
rnan taero saw tha.t th*y boanilodthe rlght traln for horth $alota.. 

1tr9y oa,no to cospor;t"*t to her brothor, ^arnet''olsaon' lllr honcetcad ro^s leoatad o$ iriro outhoict of csoperotovrn, on tho eastsido sf tho {iha}rrnna jiivcr Ln $ver{rru.p-fowrshfp. riLc Log house had two rog/ss dora.datalrn and hro ro&ls upatairs. fhe rlt**t"rlrvaa the b;'rn for the horaos &l!l oxGnrrhe waathar il&,8 nioe and thc men ncre threehlng ntren thcy got here.thore rErs no roads" thoy drovs over hll.ia and ao",ir iarieyo wlth horeoc oroIODr  ed fe  r r .v r r  ! rv . [ , t ,

she attcndcdt vcry ltttla cohool here but opert wlntsrs "rlth nolghbors to trEarn.4661166o mry end ttre fi"ngl,trh languaga.
rn 1s99 she mrrlod oeorgc il. Ofsoa. ne dted !.n r.g60o '&rey rearod sovon

llltill";r#"il.::rued i"n srrcforup rownehtp. $"*;pr];;-;"ti*" ur,u rrnec-in !_syso

Iingen, tuoar and Mrt. Iagoborg
Engen, daughtcr Krttty l,uslxiain bngcn rnarrlcd Ooorga I{. 0l,son oon of l{elr and

hnns 01eon
0lron nnarr led i lo lores B" Erlokson
Jaoquel ln€, Su6an, GIorfa, Bowrly

$on, Gl l lman 0.
ahildren -

llenlol & Mra. Lidr!.chErlokcon,
Erickeon son osoar narrred Henrietta rlohnson daughter of Jahn L. & Berthe tlshruondau6htcr rrororer B. nrlekson nnrrrod Gtlrnan 0reon

chlldrcnr Jaoquallne, Susan & 0lorla & Bevcrly

Fror-Y.C.L. sorapbook of ,.Ioyao til,ubbea, teaohor
or oy6lt '*p So. I.
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Blogre.phy of Ben Hans Overby
Martln Adrlan

hir. '  a.nd idrs. Hans Overby l1ved ln lr iorwa_y. They are the pa.rents of
the ploneer, i i lr. Ben Hgns Overby. Ir, ir. 0verby was born 1n the year 18?5
on January 26, lf l  Norwgy, near GJovlck. 1,{r. and. }*Irs. I{ans Overby left
Norway and salled"for Amerlca when Ben l{ans Overby was one and one half
years o1d..

Whll-e reachlng Amerlca they moved to southern },l lnnesota by re-11road..
Thelr  buslness wB.s most ly lumberlng. For some reason they coui i l  not
make a success and d.ecld.ed. to go to North Dakota.. They came up on the
traln.  Ben Uverby and hls fa- t6er stayed 1n the box ca.r  wl th thelr  stock.
They arulved 1n Cooperstown ln the nonth of  MaXr 1886. They began to
rs. lse cat t le upon thelr  a,rr lval .  Ben H. Overby was the cow boy herdlng
hundred.s of  cat t le.  Ben was v€ry strong and was noted. for  belng the
strongest 1n the eountry,  therefore,  he l lked the hardehlps of  6erd.1ng
cattle. Even now he sa.ys, nThe nost fun T ever had. was 1n herd-lng
cat  t I  e .

The f l rst  land they took up 1n North Dakota was a homeetead south
of Blnford. on sectlon 12, Brya.n townshlp. Thelr home and ba.rn d/ was
bul l t  of  sod. They vrent to Cooperstown for thelr  provls long, gome-
t ] .m9s they got lost  1n storms, then they eometlmes he.d to get out on
thelr knees and crawl e,"round. unt1l they found the hard" track a,galn. They
often took keroslne lanrps along on these tr los to use 1n the d.arkness
-F  ln  case they  go t  los t  as  las t  resor t  1n  case they  go t  co ld . ,  The
keroslne sometlnes f roze Fjnd then they could.  not  11ghf thern.  Because
of th ls they carr led a" bott le of  o l -1 ln thelr  pocket a.nd. thus th ls
wou ld  never  f reeze un less  they  themse lves  f roze  to  death .  One t lme
Ben Overby got lost 1n a storm so ba.d. that he lost hls rnre.y. 1{hen he
knew he wa.s lost he turned" the wagon box up sld.e dovrn and camped there
over nlght.

I ie dld not have very many nelghbors a.s there were not very many
people I lv lng ln the state at  that  t lme. Some of hls nearest  nelghbors
were car l  vaughen, John vaughen, ol lbert  Gl lbertson, Deers,  Fra"nk
Klt lgsley.  They d. ld.  not  use much machlnery 1n the ear ly d.ays.  They
ha.d. a walklng plow e.nd. a wagon and besldes thelr machlnery they had.
four horses, for ty chlckens, three plgs a-nd, a.1so a few cows. They
tr led.  to ralse erops but d.1d. not succeed. to f l ret  because of  d.rought.
They could. not ra.lse crops for f lve yee.rs. on the slxth yea.r there
was a good, erop but a hall storm swept the country and. d.estroyed. lt
ent1rely.  Af ter  that  they ralsed" a good crop ea.ch yeer,  The k1nd.s of
c ro 'ps  ra - lsed .  were  wheat ,  oa ts ,  and f lax .  The Overbyrs  t r led .  to  ra lse
corn but never ma.d-e a.  success of  l t .  The gr:" ln crops ylelded on an
a.vrrage P-O to 25 bu. to the &cre at  that  t lme.

As they were poor they could not buy coal and" had. to ha-u1 wood.
from the $heyenne Rlver to use as fue1. They used. wood, as fuel ln the
wlnter and Ln summer they burned. hay or straw. I{hen hay and" straw was'carce they burned, cour chlps.  Ben Overby and 6ome one else as a com-
: ,af l |on went af ter  a load of  wood. on thelr  return Benrs companlon
drove. When golng d.own a h111 the load. t lpped ovell and. the drlver Eot
und.er the pile of wood.. &ir. Overby worked. for a half an hour to gef,
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h1m out.  Hls companlon bad. to be sent to the hospl ta l  for  a short  per-
tod. .

Another lncldent of great lmporta.nce a was a flre whlch started. on
the Sheyenne Rlver. It burned. a long ways southeast of Blnford.. Benr s
fa,rm belng 1n 11ne got burned..

Buffalo hunt lng was a great lncldent of  that . t lme al though Ben
Overby hlnsel f  never took part  ln any hunt.  He klcked the melt  of f '  the
bones and. hauled. the bones to Cooperstown and. sold" them for b"16. OO a.
ton. Ben Overby was a very good. horseback r lder.  He could.  r ld.e almost
any k1nd. of a. horse. In McHenry there was a horse tralned. to buck.
Nobod.y could r lde 1t  except Ben. Ben rode l t  for  a.  ways but had to
stop because he got the nosebleed..  He dld- not get the pr lze,  however,
none got the pr lze.

Ben Overby was narr led.  to } f i lss Larson 1n Cooperstown ln the year of
1904 on the flfth d.ay of MaX. Soon afterwards thby moved_ to RosendaL
townshlp,  sect lon 12, erd.  tbok up the elghty north of  the nuf la ings of
h1e farm. He now ls a renter.

They a.re the parents of  many ehl ld.ren whose names and" adresses ere8s fol lows: Mrs.  Henry Hagle of  B1nford. ,  iv l rs.  Clarence Hackenson of
tucHenry, Husel Overby of Moser &Dd Hans Overby, Slgfred. Overby, Leonard.
Overby,  Cl-ara Overby,  Alma Overby, and. Albln birerUl,  a l l  thes! ' last
be lng  ln  & Iose ,  Nor th  Dakota .

The present home of Ben Overby 1s on sect lon th l r ty four,  Rosen6al
Townshlp of Grlggs County.
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P I C]TTEER BI'l -1RAP,'"IY
Ben , t {ans Overby

l r r .  And  l ' r r s .  T tans  Overb l r  l i ved  i n  l l c rwev .  They  a re  the  na ren ts
_ o f  t n e  p i o n e e r r ' f r .  B e n  P a n s  O v e r b y .  t , { r .  0 v e r b y  v r a s  b o r n  i n  t h e . ' i e a r
L 8 7 3 o D , T 6 n 1 1 3 1 . y ' 2 5 , J . n I ' o r w a ] r , n e a . r ( i 9 r 7 i x l a .
l e f t  l f o rwav  and  se i l e - ]  f o r  Aner i cp  when  Ben  Hans  r ve rbJ r  v ras  one  an i
o n e  h e l f  y e a r s  o ! - r i .

,Yh i1e  reach ing  Axe r i ca  they  ' noved  to  sou the rn  l . t i nneso ta  by  ra i l -
r r : ad .  The i r  b r r s iness  was  ,nos t lV  l u "nbe r ina .  Fo r  some rea ,son  t i : ey
could not  ua. ]<e a sr lcce-cs an-d c iec i ,Je,J  to  gc to  i : lor th  lakota.  Thel '
ca 'ne  r - l p  on  the  t ra in .  t sen  Overby  and  h i s  f a the r  e ta r red  i n  t he  box
ca r  n i . t i - r  t he i r  s toc l c .  T i : ey  a r r i ved  i n  ' ' l oope rs tonn  i n  the  non th  o f
l r a y  1 U 8 5 .  T h e y ' b e g a n  t o  r e i s e  c a t t l e  r . l p o n  t n e i r  a r r i v a L .  B e ' . ' r .
Ove rby  was  the  cow boy  he rd lng  hundred .s  o f  ca t t l e .  Ben .was  ve rJ r  s t rong
a n d  w a s  n o t e d  f o r  b e i n g  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h e
l i k e d  t n e  h a r i l s h i p - e  o f  h e r d i n g  c i : t t l e .  E v e n  n o w  h e  s i i y s ,  ' t T h e ' , 1 o s t
f u n  I  e v e r  h e d  w a s  i n  h e r d i n t  c a t t l e . ' l

The  f . ' i r s t  l and  t rey  tock  up  l n  l l o r th  Da ' ro ta ' ves  a  ho ,nes tea r j
sou th  o f  B in : ' c rC  on  Sec t i on  12 ,  : r l r a .n  townsh io .  The i r  ho re  anC ba rnt ' l a  s  bu i  l t  o f  so r i .  The l r  wen t  t c  Coooers tc r ' , , 1n  rb r  t he i r  n rcv i  s l "ons .
So 'ne t l nes  they  ; : o t  l os t  i n  s to r r t s r  t hen  thev  so rne t i nes  had  to  se t  ou t
on  the i r  knees  anC c r i r i ' s l  a round  un t i l  t heJ r  round  the  ha rC  t rac i i  aga in .
They  o f ten  took  ke ros ine  l a ' ' l ps  a lons  on  these  t r i ps  to  use  1n  the
d a r k n e s s  o r  i n  c e s e  t h e i ' : l o t  l o s t  a s  l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  c . * o  r h o r r : o t
co1d .  The  ke ros ine  somet l r "nes  1 ' roze  and  then  they  co ' : r J " r . , o i " i i ; . l a t
t h e i n .  B e c a r : s e  o f  t h i s  t h e y  c a r r i e d  a  b o t t l e  o i ' o i l  i n  t h e i r  n 5 c . < e t
and  t l : r r s  t h i s  wou ld  neve r  f reeze  r :n less  t l : e ; . '  t hense lves  f t oze  to  d .ea th .
One  tLne  Ben  Over l r , r  go t  l os t  i n  a  s to r " r  so  rad  tha t  ne  l os t  h i s  wav .
l f l ren ne knew he was lOst  he t r : rned the wasOn OOx i ln  s i r je  dor ,vn and
ci , : rnped there over  n ig i : t

He  i . i d  nc t  have  ve r . i / ,  meny  ne ighb r rs  a , s  the r :e  were  no t  ve ry  x iany
p e o p l e  l i v l n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h a t  t i n e .  S c n e  r : f  h l s  n e a r e s t  n e t g t b o r s
T i e r e  C a r l  V a r t g i : e n r  J o r : n  r r a r g h e n ,  ! i l _ b e r t  G - l  l l r e r t s o n ,  l e e r s ,  p r e n k
T{ in i - . s l ey .  They  c ] l d  no t  r r se  -nu .n  nach ine r l r  i n  t he  e i . r l l r  oays .  The r r
he rd  a  wa lk ing  p low  and  F  waEon  anc l  beq lc ies  the i r  r "nach ine rv  thcv  ha r l
l o r f r _ h o r s e s ,  f o r t v  c h l e r i e ' " s ,  t h r e e  p i i s  p ' r d  a l s o  a  f e v , r  c o i i i s .  ? h e y
t r i e i l  t o  ra - i *qe  c rons  b r : t  d id  no t  s r r cceed  a t  f i r s t  b i ca r -1se  o f  d rou ,1h i i .
The ] r  ec r . r , l -C  nc t  r l i - se  e rc l l s  f o r  f l r r e  l r ep rs .  0n  t l i e  s i x i . t r  yea r  l ; ; ; ;
was  a  good  c ro 'o  b ' . : - t  a  ha i l  s to r  r  swep t  t he  coun t r y  an , l  , : t es t ro r red  1 t
en t i re l y .  A f  t e r  t ha t  t hey  ra . i sed .  a  goo .d  c ro l_1  each  - r , rea r .  The  t i l nc j s
o f  c rops  ra . i seC t r ' Je re  , , vhea t ,  oa ts ,  and"  f  l ax .  The  Cverb r r r s  t r i ed  t c
r a i s e  c o r n  b r : t  n e v e r  r n a C e  a  s u c : : e s s  o f  i t .  T h e  g r a i n  c r o p s  l r i e l l e d
o n  a - n  a v e r e : e  e r  t o  2 5  b r r s h e l s  t . o  t h e  a c r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .
,  As t l :ey !?ere poor  they could not  br . ry  coal  and had to ha. ' r l  ivord
{ ro "n  the  She l renne  R ive r  t o  r r se  es  f r re l .  The r r  r : se . { , vood .  a -s  f , r e l  rn
the winter  pnd in  gu" '?1-4er  they burne, l  hay or  s . rs : .J .  ' {hen hay and
s t raw  was  sca rce  the j r  bu rnec  cow ch i l : s .  Ben  ove rb l r  and  soob  one  e l se
Fs  a  compan ion  wen t  a f te r  a  l - oa r l  o f  wood .  On  the i r  re t r_ r rn  Benr ,e
cc , "npan ion  d . rove .  , , r he i r .  qo inS '1own  e  h i l l  t he  l oad  t i pped  ove r  an rL  the
d r i v e r  g o t  u n d - o r  t h e  p i l e  o i ' w o o d . .  " , , r .  O v e r b y  w c r k e , t - f o r  a  h a l f  a n
hour  to  ge t  h in  ou t .  I { i s  compa .n ion  hac l  t o  be  sen t  t o  t he  hcso i ta l
f  o r  a  sho r t  pe r i cd . .

An ' r t he r  i nc iden t  o f  s ree t  i u r :o r tance  was  a  f i r e  w t r l ch  s ta r ted ,  on
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Ben l ians lverb l , :  (cont inr : -ec l )

t i ;e  $heyenne .R. iver .  I t  i : ' r rner l  a  lons ways sor : t i - reest  o f  B infor , l - .
Ben rs  fa rn  ' ce lng  i -n  l i ne  ro t  b ' . r rne ' , J

: l r l r ' i 'p l - .o  l : , r ln t inr i . 'was a qreEt  inc i . r ient  o f  that  t ine a. l thcrrqh Ben
*v 'erby h inrse l f  never  took p i r t  ln  any hr- rnt .  I re  k icked the neat  o f f
t he  bones  an r l  ha r : l ed  the  Dones  to  Ooopers tov , rn  anC go lC  then  f l o r
s i x teen  do l l a rs  a  ton .  Ben  Overb ' ;  was  a  ve ry  Eood  ho rsebac ' r  r i de r .
I {e  cou l -C  r i de ' , ros t  an \ r  k ' i nd  o f  a  ho rse .  f n  ? ' cT ;en r l r  t he re  was  a  } ro rse
t re ined  to  Duc r r .  t l 6 f61 l : r  ccu ld  r i r l e  i t  exce t - ,  j .  -Ben .  Ben  rode  i t  f o r
a  ways  b : r t  haC to  s top  i ; ec l r r se  he  so t  t i : e  n : . seb leecJ .  I I e  r l i d  nc t  re t
t i - e  p r i  z e  ,  h o w e v e r ,  n i n e  g o t  t t - e  c r i  z e .

Ben  Overb i r  v ! ' as  i t i r i r r i e j  t o  l l l s -q  La rson  i n  Coopers town  in  the
] r€ar  of  1Pn4 on t i :e  f i f th  Ca1. '  p1 '  l , ia l ' .  $qcn a, f terwards t i : iey move, i  to
Rose i :da l  t ownsh ip r  see t i on  12 ,  an rL  tock  r rp  t i : e  e j - i h - * . ' . '  no r th  o f  t he
b r r r l d i n g s  c n  h i s  f a r " .  H e  n o w  i . s  a  r e n t e r .

The.V are t i rg  Oafents Of  , {eTr .v  CI- i  1 i : :en : , r ' l :Cs9 na.rne-a Bnr l  a , " i r . l reSse,g
e re  es  f  O1- l -OTrs :  - ' : ' s .  - : en ry  

lTa i t l e  o f  F i  n f  o rC- ,  ' r r e .  C l l - i : r ence  I { : -e t l e r , sCr
) f  l , {cHenr1r ,  Ta ze1 CverbJ. r  l f  o 'ose,  ar ' ,d  i rens Qverb1r ,  S i -e f  red ,1verD1' ,
Lbcnard  Ov f l ; b r " ' ,  C la ra  Or , ' e rb1 ' ,  A - i l a ,1ve r0J . r  E i r rd  A1D_ in  Overb r . ,  a1 l l
t i i ese  1e  s t  be i  n . . '  i n  ) , l ose ,  : , t c r t i :  Dakc ta .
_  Th_e  p resen t  ho 'qe  o f  .Ben  Or re rb r r  i  s  on  sec t i o , .  t h i . r t y  f  ou r ,
F.osendal  tor , rns i : lp  of  Gr i  I  s  Cor in t " .

- - r f a r t i r  A , , l r i an
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X*r. +nd r{re" I{*.ns *r*.fby lty$d.},n $,.{Srwn;J, th**,y *r* ttrp p*r*ntg *f'
i bii* pl,tnegrr ldr. r:slt Ha:re *rerbg, i{F. *verby H&$ b*rn tn ti:le yg*r

1S?S *rr Jlaau*'*y fr$r ln -Lr..,ltrw&y, !tr*mr iiJ*vt*k, lfr, srnd \rxs. ]{spne
*v*rbf lsft ssfte"y x.n'l nr:13,*d for Aiaer*,*$ rshea *sri ii+r.a* *verby s+s
*ne : :nd *ne , ' i&l f  ye*rn * ld.

,{ **ft* yei.*irtrrjr ,t 'ulrt i* ff i t :q*ru'* t3 r: ut,}rsrn i.t irrries*tfi by g*Llrrr d,
Thtllr {:ueln&** $$e fi[{}$t.}-y Luu*hritrl.r.;* ,i*r il*.6is fs*.#*n t}rcg g*uld not
*i&lt* f i $l. isCIs.&rn $ttd'rl*otde* t$, ,q;o ta i lprt* *rtknt*. Th*y onrs* urr *i i
ths trnLn, .$en rivnrby nnrl hl",c f,*.th.lr nt*,p'E$ Xn ti"r* b*n sar *lth t. l islf
stosh, ih';t.7 .rrrl,rrerl Ln *$fipsfstotr*, ln t i ie ru*nl;h *i i ;"f iy 1$8fi" Tk*y
b*gan ts rr"ts$ ca,.ttle Filon f,halr ;lrruXY'*r.ln F#n. r1|, Or*riiy n$r:i{} 1tls go*r
i**lt hsrdt*it '  hiln$red* CIf cnttle. ' f l*: i:r q*s.vory *i;rcrry; *.nd w*e n"*t*it
fo.r 

'rr*' l" lrr:$ 
tn$ str"*n*;s$f, ln tf ie cr:*"ntryr f iherefrrsl re 1lhs,l t irs h;:rrf, l*

o l r lpo o{ her i l l rq l  ea. t ,  }e* Sven.nf i ,*  he **ysr l tTi ; f ;  { r }sf i t  fun T evsr ' , r .S'
lrs.s l.n h*rri lnr: csttl$,rt . . \

/r ire i lr: 'st l*rurl i l iey toth up'l.n tiorth Snkct*d wes rr. ?rCI$r$stc4d" ssut"b, ' l f
f iLt f  ard on f iact lorr  18,  l t 'y" :n tosnFlt lp.  Yh*lr  h*rue ;rr : i  hsrn, 's l : r '  "hulLt
pf ,  ,nor i .  I 'ht ly ssnL to 0o*; , ruret ,or ; i i  fnr  t r ;spi3" i l rovlnlong. $o*ret , lnc*
thoy *ot ioet !.ri st '?rff isr t lrt l ,n tf i*;r fr,;f l1{it l" iree h;.,.d tc 616" n'dt ctr t,heLr' lrri*pse i.rrxl gr*+ql i lrouind urrt;11 t*ey {'nui;ri thir hr;rr} trnck n.l4nln,, "l}rriy

,  o i t t*  t i io l t  kerosln* I ; ra i r ,*  n l ,o*16'orr  th,ege' t r t l *  to use ln Lirr '  < lusklrene
9t I . i i  e i i ' l rn t i r ty pot lout  a.r :  Lr ist  re6oft  ln *r i$e t t t l ry * !Ot i lo1$, ' i ' l l&
lrefoglne ${}irist11pl"ls frOro *l lr i l i}rt}fr t}rrr.y Cirtrld nOt }19:ht Lilr i}r. . hS*.
c r iuse .  e i  th le  tney  *s . f r l ,e r l  *  Uot i le  $ f  a l i  J ,n ' th rLr  p**k* t  r :n r i  t , l tu *
t t r t*  * ' *u l i j .  nsvel*  . f r rero unle*s ' t " i$y t i i t r i$*}vqie f roue fo r l***} t*  f t t ig- 
tLrss ?en f,verby got . l^cet, ln n st.sr'r i sa be$ *h*t irc'" l"sot hle way,' i t i iren ns kno$ he r** lor*t lr* [url led thtl wxp,ltt l  i ;s$ u:: gli l"* ,*nwn. *.:r*

ja.upect t i iefe ou€r nl4i t .
dI ,e iJt . t  nnt  J,sv+ yery $+r iy nelgi l i i r r rn i ,s t l lere 6€1r@ nct ye jy dnnny ppopls

tlvlrS trr 'btr€ st*ts- a'L Eirsi", t i ,ne " rloidc $f lr i.* ri*nro*t n*,iglib*i"s $iels
*er l  , f r . ru ihonr , Is l rn Vrudhen, f , i l .bert  ' ; l l l rer t*c:rr  i leere r  Trr : . r lk  ?; l116lr l f :y,
Ti"rey rittl n$1* uso inU,Qr, rs&shlngry lri tbf} r:nf,ly ri,r:rsc Ytit)'l' iir * 

'u !rRli<*
ll i ;4 r, lsx ;. i l i t  i l . w&6isri *rlrt be*t*ee ttt*t lr *isc!,;!nery ti:ey fur. 'd fstJt' l iorc*ap
{orty eir l*kr" l rgr :  thrs* plgs " tnt l  t } l  { i  fet '  oomq. fhsy t f  isr i  t*  rg. lue
*rops. t rut  d, tC ni : t ,6u6csed g1 f i , rbf  b#Q:)u*s * f  r i rnught.  ?r i r l f  erul*
nut r . :* tHe crsps { 'or  f lv*  y$qF$. ' }n the elxth yeerrr t } l&r* rr$F e,  Su*d
ffop out,  i i  hel i  * t t rs 'gweir t  th* *ountr"v srnr* *€$tr{)y,s{ l  .xt  "*rr t l re}y,
After t i rat ' t i ) i iy  r* leEr,*  *  g*+* *r$.$ e, :ch, ! rsn"f . .  the k lnd,q cf  cr{r} i " r*
r i l lgg* cser$ "w-bsat,  orr ts,  r ' : ; id,  fJ.ni ,x.  ' f i i# *vfrrryt# t r lgC i ;*  rn l lx*  * t rn-
hut never i lF:le i, eucae*g *{" lt, 'T're gfrfrr nbop* yl*lrted $n i l.}! {svrltr&Ho

#fr  ln 2,  ! ;u,  to t t ru r ,cr ' l  r : . t  1,"r* t  L iu ' ( r .'-nlAS 
tireV Lnefe ;,:**1' til{:1,r q*t!:l.S tf.3b b11y #l;'*,ii" ;,r,11d .r'r*ri! t0 ill 'rtJ ',s'i}*'i :{'1, ,}r*

trte i lh*yenJi,* i , l IV*f t ,rt  rJf;{ i  r* fuei-. ' fhey r iged rcnt* F}r ' :  fu*1 lrr t ir*
lt1.rih"*r iliyl ilt *uiii'e;*r t\*y trugrtgtt'ir{;y &r $t,rr}w, ,Thnn iigr'* .-',rr,,i $trp.gr
lri;liB rrcr:rsi3 tli+3 uurrigril *ow elrtpx, te;r *verby *:rlrl #+iR{}. }tii,} *1fle. #r": }i
c s : r i : , , " n i f i n  i # f l r t E  *  i ' f  g g  : - :  I O p i j  f l f  i * + o r l  ,  l l t i  t ? r * i r  r * t r . r i ' n - 3 6 r r t : ;  O i ' }  : 1 . ' i i r i ! O n
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;  Biography of  01e P. 0verby
- oTune 2, S92g 

--Kennlt OverbY
-1- :;' . ,  \

01e P.  0verby was born to  l { r .  and i r { rs .  Feter  l lendnickson of  Ost-
irtarken: l iorv, ist, August 22, 1848, w?rere he Srew to young i i lanhood.

] i ls  sc?ioo11n6t  consls ted of  on ly  t lve lve day-s a year .  i ' ie  'was taught
h:r qn nlr: l  .o.n 1"vfu9 traveled from hoine to home to teach the child"ren.

)  W l :en  he 'w 'as  seven teen  yea rs  o ld . ,  i : i s  f a the r  d . i ed .  A f te r  h i s  f a tho r t s' d .ea th ,  he  ? rad  to  go  i n to  thb  r voods  to  work  fo r  a  yea r  l n  o rd .e r  t o  he lp
h,ls brother earn enougn lnoney to support the fa'ni ly. i ie then lvorked as
F.  car l :ente i .  .na lc lng bar : :e1s,  bas lcets ,  e tc .

i r . f ter  he reached the a.Te of  tventy- t luee,  he had to  servo i i r  the
arnry each spr ing for  four  years.

In  Apr l l ,  188?,  he mar. r ied" .A. :nne thoreson.  ' ihe 
same year  on the

t:;r ird nf l iovember, the;- sai lecl for A.nei: ica.where th.ere lvere gireater
prospects for  a  horne of  the i r  own and a fubune for  the i r  fami ly .

They spent  the l r  f i rs t ' r ,nr in ter  ln  Mdore County,  i r l lnnesota and on
l f iay 22,  1886,  he s tar ted.  ou- t  f rom there wi th  t r ,yo.ot i rer  f ien.  i l t l ,Vheat-
land, lTortt- Dakota he got lvork for a month and earned. nlneteon dollars.
From'.Vheatland ire went to iJayvi l fe r,vhere ire iracl fr iends from Norway.

Later  he proceed.ed to  $heyenne Val ley 'bo look for  work,  but  there
vras no work to be had., so h6 was coarpelled to return to i ' , tayvi l le agaln.
l . iere he obtainecl ' .ror1( for himsef f and his v,r i f  e on the f arrn of a bach.elor.
, , i r .  Overby spent  the n inter .s  cut t in3 corc l  rvood.  and received hal f  o f  the
w o o d  h e  c u t .

Af ter  spending t lvo years on th is  far rn,  they inoved to $heyenne Val ley
rr r l rana 'F l rar r  hought  one quar ter  o f  land a long wr th a 1Og cabin lBX 11 feet .
Four sons vrere born l :ene ciuri-ng t lre eight ;,reers

In 1892,  they moved three mi les lvest  on the pra i r ie .  'Jhey horne-
steaded" one quar ter  o f  land and bought  another .  .  At  th ls  p lace the; '  bu l l t
a  three room house.  Here t l r r "ee g i r ls  were born.

In 1902, they again nroved into the valley where they l, :ad. purchased.
rnore 1and.  The fo l lo t r lng i rear ,  the second.  son was taken s lck and"  d led.

Th.e youngest was born at this new horne in 19Ob but dled v;hen but
t i r ree and a hal f  years o ld.

'  Af ter  rnany years of  prosper i ty  and h.appiness,  01o 0vorby passed.
alnr&)r Ju]*Y 22 ' 1922,



OlE Pedsreon Overby

Br 0ecar D'Purlnton,CIcrk and Hlstorlan of the 01il  Sctt lersr lEgociation.

OlE.Padereon Overby, son of Pcder Heailr lckEon Oldrby aad Sllo Erlckson Overby,
raa born at Ostuarken l{onrayron lug. az L848. Hc grer to nanhood ln hlg
natlvs land.. 0n .tpr.30, 188A hs narrled .fnne Torceon.

Upoa lcaviag forvay hc reat to !{uryay County Xinn. Ilc oamc witi: hiE
slfe to Grtgge County ln 1883, ralkfng much of thc ray fron thc railroad,
and cottlod on the SEf, of ssc,23 Fonnces tornshlp. ttavtng but littlc n etrE
at tbat l tmo , he rorkcd out anong tho eottLars lor thrco yeare, rhcn hc
bought 80 acreE of land and connenced fanulng. Hs had but poor cuccees ln
the baginntng becauEe of thc nany obctacloE to ovorcomc ln the then ner
country. Hc sttLr rceldoE on scc,EZ Ln Fonacee tornship, caJoytng thc
fr icndshtp and rcepcit of the conraunlty. Hc has boon honorad rl th such
townahlp of f ices ag road overscer ,  gchool  d l roctor  c tc .  Mr.Ovcrby is
dsvoted to tha Church, and glvos of hle ucans and servtccsrrhlch at thle
t i rne (0ec.1913 )  he sorvce as eaxton.


