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i . I*b rrns fifty*thrsp y€er$ ag*r'tlrnt *y f*tn**, Snund !{slasn CIphetn. c*,:no to
Griggs County tc rsb h!.s hono. It was tho sprlng of LS?9 ttrat hq Left CItoora6*
iot';a in ther ssrnpa.rry of Lars lrehl*e, ilapsi $t;i:nr t)s)lben {}1 Gyfp6s}and ard Lars
irolber'-r witli thoug;htr onl.y nf 3lndin;, A tl(]vr horeo in the l)6ko1s*. .:&.eee tren s.l:o
,lro :'rtc:reiers of tirlggs Cou-nt;r,

.ihe:" tra'rrelt/ed &s r;rosJc. aLl plon.eers tr&v6'1le<J , prith hnrses nnd oovet6d srFr[$t]tr
fn S1;n $e;u1 t).rc;r stopl:crl to i-r:r.quire o"bou.t tnaiafuned }&nr1 vitii gcorl tlnrberr i{ere
titey rrnre gSil"en tlio ::e..ie r:f i- $r.:rve;rr:r v"{ron: they r,'e ro ins-i;nrcterl tn vlslt upon *lretf
arrival i,n I'arfio. I'hls :ra,ri -ii l-fornerl. ther.i: thelt tr'Jbor$ $mF no bettor Lp,nd tn tho
I'uorld'r tl:en the 3.anri olong gils lj i:e;fsnno iliver. ile, alnor S&v€: thern u plat of th$"u
la':tri, so the;r Journoyed on anxLously nntlcLpattng the' counttl; v*rore thip' ly6* tro
mako a new llorns for thevrseLves and therir famtLtes, fn I'ar{!or too, t*reytradcd, thetr
l rr : rses fcr cxeit ,  as thls anbnaL is nnoh sturdier than tne horss, ang i*  is bsbtor
sr:ited. to thls parh of the sountry et that tl.ns,

Tlnon therlr ar*ri.val. ln Ve"tr1.qr Clty t'lrey prooosd€d nouth, but fsund all of t*rat
Lavtd tai.:en for a distanoE of at least fl{'baen mlLes, so thoy retunned to Val"tey
Ctty n'ixi then r,verrt ::.orth Ln quest cf the land the Erlrreyor had told them tfiey woulit
fi.nd elong the fihel,'en*ner

j'ln one h.r,d, as yo'c, settLod at tirls r:urtlcuLar polnt" but d.len +Ji.ese mnn ts&$.
ille lnmL tir.ey'lvero satisfiecl, end"bhey unanlrrtously doatded tlrat ti.rle woul.d be'cvhoru
tl"iey vnuld ostablish thelr new hornoe 

"l['re7 hatl. ordsrsd thsir rm:il r;eint "ba i,le$borgh Postoffles erner on th6 Goose Rlver.
enC this l"las a distanne of tv,ronty-four rn-lLss frarn tho pls66 the1" p6* locatlng on
t ' :16 l i i1s' '1ei ' rs.  Ono of the narbys L&!n$' :olborg, a b:"other of l i r r l  .ophet*,  c i .oelded
to settLer on tl"ro Gocse liiver vrhon he sarr l_t, a.e it appoaled to hi.n atthouglr tfie rort
rrero vor:'/ anNl.crus to roturn to tho Sheirenne. lhg other rnnnberr of thc parby bcggrdt
and nloaded rryith htrn to eomo baolc, Thelr potnted out the dlsacrantagoo of npfft{f ug
up at thl"n tkner ard what lt vrould noan to thelr farnllter, but hs had flrll,y dcoii6d
tirat the $ot"6o i(lvor wn€ ui'rer6 he uanted to maks hLs J\rtura houron ao ttroy rcburned
to ffre She)tonno rrrlthout hlno

(rn thci-r rotl',rn to tho SheJrennc thtl;,r wsrl up the $ooEe nivof to lts gourae and
t,ren aorosl to tho Shoyonne, follol,r'fng tl:e Shoyenne to tho nolnt rntrorc tlrey Lrad
firet obocen a:rC wlr€re 0phcfin bulit a Lo9 oabln v*rtoh rms undoubtedly the flrst
hor.te bullt ln wiret ls nou' Griggs County, nnd nhtstr oabin ls novr looated on thg
eorrthouse grounds at Cooporstovm. '&re }lne uscd fer plastsrlng tho houro uae pbtatn-

"d 
by burning the llnsctong on the premlccc.

rLttor bu!.lll.ng tlre oabln in 1879, Opheln rlhlrncd to lona for hls famLt"y enl
nossessions golng rtost of tho rmy by traln, and return!.ng Ln e ooverd, rmgon wlt*r
hts famlly tn tho fall.

N-esdlesg to say, thc handrhLps of thore pl"onserc of Grl.ggr County rrcr6 Infr,rry,
oven flour sas eonstdercd a tunrrryl and the mancrt polnt at vrnfofr lt oould bo
obtalned ru,c Grand Forkt. uurlng tho rlssr of LS?9 it took throe rockl to go
thsr€ and puroho66 ltf

Ihc crops rivorc sorntd by hand. ancl draggcd wlth a hoam rnade dmg. 'Ihe gral"n
llRs out wl,th a oradla and thrsahod n"th a flall.. ' lhon1 

ln order, to eeparate thr
mheat ard shaf lt w,r naooosety to thrsw tha gratn &oros6 E poorhr tho qtreat wss
heavlar than the ohaf so tt rrrould go falther aud go bs olcanod,,

In L$82 thoy had their ftrst ten'r of cahpol for the ohl.ldron" It was hel,d Ln
Opho[nf e Log house, ard ]fr.0l,e sanrmgard rne the first teachsr.

lilhese facts are taken ;hlofly frsm a l.ettor rry:rlttan to hla wifo by
Ophelm, datd Bheyreano Htler, Auguet thlrd, lg?9, ehtoh Lsttor is ettlt
poa6cstt on.

0nnrnd
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:Blography of 0:nund. Nelson Ophetm (oldest ploneer)
,  , ' 1 . .  . i  {  - - K e n n e t h  M o n s o n

r i :
i i ' ,  |  ,
u /' ,,J

' 'The parenf s of t lr ls_ploneer were &1r. and &lrs. $e1s gphelm. fhename of thls ploneer ls Omund. l[e].son Ophelm. He wal born on sentenber29, 1829, 1n Horway. 
' !eP

He traveled. 1n eovered. wagons from the state of Iowa and. came toNorth Dakota 1n 18?9 and. settled on sectlon 12, Townshlp :146, Range bg.Thetr  f l rst  home-was a_1og house. r t ;  c_r-osesi 'p i r"u-to go and. getprovl-slons was at Grand. Fdrke to the n111, but iafer they went to valleyC 1 t y .

Thelr closest nelghbor was L. Martinson at the d.lstance of twenty-four  ml les .

The roachheT{. they h?* were, walklng plowsr a'd a home-raad_e d.rag.[hey cut saln wtth a Lrad.1e.- rhei h;d*a-team'or J**rr, and sowed. by hand..They threshed' wlth a rlair. rire wirea{ yleld.ed. forty bushels to the acre.fhey got thelr wood. rrom the tlmber on the rarm. 
--i irr 

f lrst wlnter theyhad' no wheat 
:":g-t? Ml. oprrern took r,r" team or horse"-tirrry-irifi"nottrad.ed. off the horses for bxen) 

""a 
a"o"e up to Goose Rlver where hebought sone wheat from another'ranner. Other farmers from Goose Rlveraccompanled h1m and- they went to Grand. Forks !g g;i-irrur" wheat gr:ound.lnto flour' They followed along iae rr""r vallels betause they d.ld.nrtd.are go across the pral"ie. ffrE trip- io Grand Firks took three weeks.

Pralrle flree were fre-quent. wren a flre started out the farnershad' to plow uo fuffows and. bul1d uacr-i lres. The pralrle flres werenot so bad arbund' oprrerml s farrn oecause-of the rrveri- But 1t 6td happenthat the flre Jumpeh i[J 
"r""".

Onirnd. Nelson gplreln was me-rrled to Karl Eolber$ 1n Norway. Theonlv d.escendant of  t i r rs pl0neer 1;  Nei ;  ; : -6p; ; i l ; -goiorrrrown, N. Dak.
Mr. Opheln d1ed. August b, Iggb, on the farm.

I
I
L









: i 
'-::: 

:,- .1. . ; -: 'l-'-:'.-1,' ' '' $n tiir,* ..it:l:*mri *,f 3$,;rlrn {ilnilRi} ni*I::*$ *.,ri:*.*;r l*:.1, S+r**r*i?1,
'sot',q3 

*.n ti:* **rri:ruqtr *$ Ix'lrm llrw}*itrl* ";r,rni: ,.1*fxrr{}",}.hsn i}ry:l"n*m,}.gr&r:[
clxxt $*re ::#J"bs,p{: ln$th th*nffir$w r*:13";r *f f,fuxlLnil e s}f_r il*rw $"n th*
ilmSrq:trlc* ii:h**lg* msfl gttrs $lte *r$*ne*s-s *s i"lrfi"fr,.;,1,* i:#wltyf

'jiil$"v b}.*Vai]"*r& ** tr"i$ifrg rs.3.] ..j*.t::gt#*X,q: *t'nVr.r]O& ldttr h$x*gm{} *,frqt

s$v*s,o*, ir*{t',rtffr Xtt ,.t* trrl,u}f thsy r,*tnppu* t* :i"raelU$j,:.n nhgu*

un*[nifi*:ti ]"mnci tvl.*]r ffCIt]r] t*r,rb*-r:* tisr* ff;ey $wrs] fitv*n trie nnm*
cf m f$ilxrs,5rsr wlic"rrt $.;r*y xf&rr? r.xlr:tlr\}r*{i**. tn rrfs$t ?jrror} thgfr

r^rffg'r.vnl 5"n lhr:r':*r nltrirg.rr ::xrn l.nf,*xn:n*tl flLi#n ttrnt ",tlasru wns ns
b*{:tor: }c-tn$, j.n br;*l 'i,'n.::'1"t[ bhnnd.lbhnt a3"nn4i tllu ,h6ryn::mo j:t$ssx,* :.rs
sLr:n f'mvs * on n ,,.Ls* *f th$,"q Lnru1 rct tlrnl jtlurmnye* *n nnxLs*r.lly
cntlr;:LjJr:t,Lnil t)rc o*lxt*;:,y rd,rcb;:s ti:r1,;1y vxljrrfi ** rsjk* m fi.*vt :t$cts) fqf
tlicr.r,l:*"n"vexi nflrl fi r.ej.y ;,tur_i.'Lf.cn* In Fr:rgp* thsy *r;,*:.r$*rl til**r
l lf irrlfi l j for ulinn ri;: tJ,l# ox rrflrj:.4rojr ;j"lr-li"tl ig]: Si:glt"{;i.Lo .:ot,{i6 $3,}A

bcifit*r ruu.$-turl. sm 'hh$.r: g$r'h *{ "t:lir,+ o{}{,ffrtur n.t tiiub tfu"tmr
i_i-r#rl t,ll*{"r" nmi"w.}_ n* Trrl.}e;i il$.tlyn $,roy ul1"o*{i#fl.nii, ssr}til},

brrt fr:uns ei3.i. {:f "r,t:nt Lemit tu,ke!:, fs;: cr, ttr$.$*.*nr:s$ {r.f.*.t }.$grrjt
f$.f,teon r;;f3*lr *lo filcrp ystirr;.,r1*d, t,o Ya,ffi*il,,*.{;, Lrnql *i:sxt irornt j?.n

qltr**:* sf i:Il* "l'r:.ncl tl:t *tltrv$gnir: irnd l[n]d *lre$] ttr]r*]r ,i:(]r],1.. flf,nqr rr]+nc
til.lg l10,v01ggg *

!;tr]* *rne i'r*r3, er; y*t,. i.rn*tl"cHl e,f fhj.:: ;rn:ltf*r.,Lertl ;;otgsr but
''.'..{teu fircr,i& ru{}:r l;*'-r'blrg }qrfC ti:.*;r Ift};rs ,.i*tir:fj"ed* **U,L tii,y,:y

t#i,iln*rlm,r*J."y tX*nS.Gt*S. t,lu:S *3r$.* o,..euki 'l)fr ".rjr,Or*{r r;l,loi,, l.",r"rit}c}, tlr,l,t:*.b}"$_*}l
tile{,!: ,1}.fJ1.' . :i ;itfi$*

il'lc'Ji Si,.*{l::,,.,,q1 t};.i:l.c' :'u;f} ;.:r_:xit t$ ,q,3":u ii*r,:i:tx,r;r: *l;rt {.; f[**
ov$s *n $i:l* ,i{:}oils ir:ilIr*rr {}n* srrr$.:,1 \}E}.;;r fl iL:T_;:t,rffige* x, tw**ty*fclLt}:

rriSgrr *irffj fiJl"rr ..,[*e*:; l,*t*..r* *iley "rJoi]r] .i.i.,cnt,r3:1'4,i a1x t]l;* ;]sss{rgs*



i?ILST ii:l?,fii:i$ {."

, , , ;  Crne oi '  i ;he pai ' ty, i .ars Solberg, a bro-r,her of i , i rs. epirei:;r aecidecl

to  set t le  on ' ihe { - ,oose lU-ver  i , ' rhen i : -e  sa i r  i t  as i t  appcaled.-bo i r i ln

alt irouglr- 'che res'b r"r ie; '€ rrcirJr an;t io:-r-:;  to re,tLrrn tc-blre,,, ,heyer:.ne.
'rhe other:: iernbers of t . i :e irarty pleadccl ui j-th. i : . i r i i  i ;o col,1e j:ac}<.

Tirel' pointeci '")iti,-i,c l:ij-riri;lic d.j-sacive-n'i;a;:cs of si,1i1ting ui; arr, g1is

tinre ancl l,hat i-t t.,roulci. neen-i;o i;,leir fa.nrilies, bui iie i:.ad. fuJ-ly

ciecicreh t ira' i ; ' r ; i le t, loose., l j .ver l ' las lr irei 'e he -.ventecl to rnake his

fuiure hone, 30 they returnec. 'bo iire iilieyelne r,litlrout irj-:n".

Cn tireir :-'etus'n to the jjteyenne tirey lrent ui-i ii:.e {}.oose il,iver
to i ts source ancl i ,} len across to the , jhe;rsn11s, foJ-l orvi;rg i t  to
tire point r,'.'hict1 thcy l:ac1 fi::'st cirosc.rn and. lrlierc {;.1;:.re-irl bui]_t a
log cabin, l ' ' , lhic.) i ' rras i indoubtccl l ;r"g1o f i , : : .si;  tronc in lrh.et is nor,y
G'rig,5::s Couir.tlr ancl';i'.rricl: cnit_l.il is_r r-io.r,r loca.i;-C. on the Court l.iouse
,cr?.at ttt r-l ct r..  f : ,rvwrqD ... t  coope::storJ',Tl. 1'he l ime used" for ,; la.sierj-n6 _i;] :e irortse
r, ' , , 'a.s cb'baineo b;." bui,, i : . ingr "bi ie l i_iestr_ine found upt:r i  the p.remi;;es.

, ' tr i ' 'ber bui- j-cl in1i - i ;he cabiru : l-n l i l ,Zg, 0prici: l  : :etr.r"ncd io fol;a
fo:' nir; fan.i.l;r e:"jlcl ,;os;Je ;jsionr,; going riios:t of "l;l:e iia1,, i).ir _bi,r.rirt

ani i  retur.ni"ng:l_n a cov,_::fcd-i, / i l l : . ton *, i : i i l" :  lLj. t  feini i ; i  i"n the faLL.
i icecl l 'er ' ;s to i ie) ' ,  t irc Lini i lsrhi l ls of 'birese p:innee::s of ih, ig6;s

Cclurt't,3' ITeI'e ::tanJ,., for eVon flcr'lr ',,y,il.s o- I u:i;r,rrJ,. and flr.c ne arest
point at rrli:l"cii lt cou-LtL bc ob'Lair:ed. ','ras (,irancl Forks. iinrinii ib.e
r,, ' inter of \-tJ' /$, : i"b iook "bhrec v/eei;. ; , i  - i ;c 

i : ,o .bhere to .pu;.cheLse gi:.oeeries.

Tire crots uere soru{lt. by::anil- ancl d.ra.ggecl r,lj_.bh a j:oite_nad.e clrag.
?l le g:a5-n ' ' ras cr:-t r,r i tn a. crarr.r-e and_th:,esrrecl , , .r i t , i i  a frair. Then j-n

ord-e: :  to  se, : ;31 ' , ;1"  ihe gra in f r .orn t l :c  chaf f  j_ t .o ;as necessarr r  to
] 'hrolv i t  irclorlsj t i :e l :ooi1. ?i ie .,dreat, of cou:.se -:Ti l-s l :eavicr. "bhan

i- 
':;iie cllaff ancl tirus it r':oiilci g1o fu:,ti:e1 and r;o be; croaned .









'i 
rirpe s*lw*tr ,x,* **iffis e*srffi

., *h* 6*t ;r**tcn; ,n{w rB *fr* r,r w* sr**x* swn&r *r
*r*rtr a* ffi*-.s bn* *t r** mt w*tl trrc rs:{n* ef r*t t&*t thff
**rratftt ln rypr.etlt#t* *rc.

ta thr fppftH of l*ff* *m*S tr:tr;on Sdwt*r *trro atl}*fi
Ftan*;t rolmn mr thf flrut *rttr*r rn trt rr n* fr&n.l$gil&tpr s* *trrn lttrn ftmt mttX,cr !,r* *r*ffi mryn*f* *r, €fhrir
3ilr frnrr ffurrb** gotnG|t,, fc,rr" I* *ttr.Gaf f;nillmt t*-* 

t

6rcr lg af t*ehhrll fp,

*ftrr butltfry htt ta; c*ln, trrrc;ln$ t&r ffif lt.th .Er
be'L m$ prmt*r{1* tbr hr' !E krurq ttmrtnr* foilffi rynn thr
p*rtr{rrr rrr oph*tr nbru6 !o ro* fil'ht, frnrlya 

"'tnmtryrr" t* btr f srlr,y ta r mlorrt *16$8 thr frr.t af rfi?r*
*tr arrrrrt Srotnt rt rftt& *,'r l antd &trln firour rm

- Erd FF'xr* hlrtry tb* ;rnt* rf $?$, lt &oh tbr*c rrhr tu,to th;rc to pur$t;r* Slotrnl*lr
lcc.'larl to {ff* t*ilt h*,o*rnc of thrco ptonce* o," o:{;fr1 Go.

tts'; lu{r' llhr moln air; tru lt bril rr! drqmNg rttb r hnmr
rrcc ilrl- sr lrrt'' mr fri ]tth r crndtrr ud &rrnrc dilr r
f,htl" fn ol{rn to lqrrrntr tht gntr lbu th *rf,f tt rur
rilrrlr*:rqf to Hrrtr tt rmarr thl upm. tfr* *ertr btfrg b*il!,rl'
tlr*n {ltl; *rff} nul# Gn tuf&r rd r* hr rl|ff.

rn lwa *fi s- pr &n*a, ffit Frutol sr., tr.'tc M
t*hn |!r;ftn *D too* l+i !r ?rfulr ffi*!p, *rur I***a*1

'/ *rb *tstrp' ss llrc ss&* rrr{,rril t& *rc }*a? rr{ ;33gg
tn f,r*l*rup forrrrhtfl,

rtr t}le rlrilqt tf rffilt *ry **ttl,*Fn aq6 liryf trcftrrr ctr
frrna tb* t*rrr*er,itr srd fh* asry pls to go ftr r m*r 's q**r*.

*r** *!*r* rrylqFrt **r13r *u# 1*t* b moanodtr*r t&* ffi*F*.
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fi[nffi ##f,m#ffi t* sffi*{*f; $&wilutr
-"'

[n lfiF$*. tb*f brfi t&r*s ft$*ft t**rn *# *epux. &r shu

ilhitrfir*n* ilkwf ur* h*il# [m $fh.*f** * 16# pmr* *ffi #tr

**rffi*rd **t tlre frtmt t**dr*p *.u Sl4g6t $n*nit*

ft* f,thglt l*fi t*bin* lilr* f,l ra$ km* l,n -*rlilr*r ffitg m*

ffi$rt *ll 0taptrrttm flt ]$$sn ** r f,**tnm Ef ffi* filf,ttr{& rmntr*lr**ry

sf tlr* mmtpr f,t w *trstr un ffi *mrt hon*r ft{mrilr nil |

ffirmat fo *i{l,t6n &mntf gl.omr$n*

t trrtt*r rl(ttrn tl mm f*Lron Snh*in
Crtd6.+3 , lfntft rt Slryrmr to htr
ilfr Srs'rrf l,n trlmr

irnfi*l illfl *r 0*pfrtnn
S*tprputofir; t* Sr

flbl,tqrryeil* t*lr *Shlln r +4i]r.'r. rr\,
Googlr.rtonl *; D.



ha-*-*apl*;* f&rrFWn ,t (1 t
I, i f t rrss *fdqffiir.e )no&rs *;:': {ira* rpffirr, *snued Sal"st* S:rhrlnr s*rae ta

$trLggu to*nt;r ts n*kc ht* ?ro:ll' lt BE$ tn* nprl*6 of 1S?S th,at lre l*fiE S**o#rg
Iorya *.: tnc *rxtl*n;r *f tnrs -{r*klee, "{rr.nx $einr {hlb*n f. $rtnd{.Iant! gnd Lar*
e*l.b*r;n etr"th thou6hts ci,"L; nf 11nr1!"n:; n :r*r-;:'}sgns in th.e ll*kota.q, Ti$s{,::rrn *trd"tr,
;ir* ,:rte:rasr* *f {iri$$g iau*ty,

-*.*X' tnrrrtl"U,e"l *fi ***t *11 plonaer$ t,navr:3"l** , 'r:lth ir*rgos *,nS ssnom{ wegshil*
In Xi. 'rtrl. *h*ir Utopp*rf i;r: !n$ilr* *rbOut t;nq:taLn*d ln:td r,-' j-t].,sf,:' ti"::iherr l{*:le
t\r;r rerc t{J.tr,:r, tl:r ::;-* cf * sllrve}$r wlror,r tl*y wcro l;re1:nl$tc{, t* "rf"slt upcn th+tf
a.:'vtnr. I lr ier;o. f:ls .' irs'ri l"nfomo:! tl ' lp:; tl iri+; {iltors rii{* nil bottnr l"n. l lu thg
'asrld" t!ie:1 trm L*,nn *1,*rrg i5g :.i::rr:fe*ns.il 'vei'* 'Ic, r*10o, Ss,vr, t:t*& a rlst qf thll
1*,id, su tito; Jrurr'*yer) iirr e::1xr,$rr*L;,. n-r';ici;:atl,n; tt* aountrl" ",.11*ro Hre;. "nore to
ip.l;r n ietv:tu:r* fcr *lrsr:s*lvts r..;:ri t:.rir frr.ir:l"lleg, t:l I 'ar;:r,, tocr, the:r. t,radgd *hqlr
l:,*re'es fi:f fxstlr *.* thic anlink:I. is ;:uc:"r stu;"tliur t"in:: -;,:-r.: .rr.:r*r,, r.fi* i t is bgttlr
l".i"ted *i: ' i; lt ls -;':t ' i nf t:i* countr;r *'u #:ai; bln*,

ll rcrr titetr arriq:l" ln lkl"]s? ii 't;; |,1"r*;,- ,:,i"sooodeC :ieuthn but frm.k{ n}l of tt:.nt
ls.) : id tnle:r  f ( , ; 'e, i !g{,s;1so i , ,  l  r . { :1.anrh f : r . fLoq::r  nl1eg, **" i :ne; rgi i r ; 'n.ed ter \ . . tal log
{-lt;, n:.d1, t}rcn rr$nt ::ufbh ln ";1u*st rif th;r Lnnd tb.e *.,,fin'ffir neri 1;r'll..i thn'- i;ira:r rrnr"rlil
flnd alun6 $hcr theycnns"

i ' !o ' :ns'n$,1:. ,  n$ r 'st ,  nett l " t id at f rr ' i i ;  : "rrr t leul"gr r i : lntr  hu* d:on t l ruge' i t r ln 6&lr';r:,e Inn'l t),',e.y '. nr* *u'iisf:"sd, &ird tiro]i u_rinrr!."r>rraill.y doclded t,tat t.l-".; ',rr,ulil, be thelr.'6
Lr'.o;1,'uou|l *sts.',:l lsir tir11if ng1$ iro-i;rjr6. fhir il 1.rr{ r- s'1 [r 1l ov'tf, o.l *?,

t l\e ,r
ons\ $

lv*r\t
l"nt l\\ t 'ren oortn{ to the $hc}ft'nn*, Xr:I}':ltrtnl; tlte;itr.r}'enne to t,i*r nr,:l"l:t {ero bhey had

trtsrc *phel;a iiulli; i* Ing, ir.l@ c r c * p h e 1 ; a i i u l 1 i ; u } n g , i . r r l : r t t i r l i l i c i i v i & s u r r d o u b t e . t 1 ; , . t : l o f [ r e t-t 
iiorle bullt lrr ni:nt tu :;unr (ifi6[n iiountl;, rll i rt-i-rio'r cc-.r.,ir; ].": ,,rir: LcoaboC, cn thct 
'rcrn bullt 1rr. ni:nt iu :;Orr (i1'i6[fi i iOyntl;, rll i rti-ri.o't cc".r.,ir; ].": ,,rir: L6oabOC, cn thg

{ cottrtlntrse grr:unrlI at .c,cp$rrstou&* '{te li:ri€ n$*r:. j jr,l ' r,leg..erin.,; lrr* lr,n8e un,g ub'teLn*

\ 
rc?r l)nr brirri."try, tris li,r,nri:ou.f! r,,ir ' i; irtr .ir*irti,agsr

\ 
\ Afhsr brllldtng iirs cabln tn lti?i;, rl$!rr:l.rr, rotrir:.cC .l-,c 

"ir.ns :ur rrls f*rd,l,y er$
+\ € 

qo8s{.aaiono gcimg r,ost pr' i i io riay tr; tnain, r:rr. r$tan":in; lu ,h r:,!(}rdrd twigon rrltt
) !i!1 i'ar.d.I;r in thc faII.
I '.f- . eed.ioeg tr, sasr tlr* lrnrdanlpe uf 'ciiest: r,.icnr.cfe r,j- i,rlr,$s r'ou:-tfi r+ofo r$nyrT I I

! +J svGrr i'lour !;n6 ai,Re idcreci a lururyr &Dd t::c r:caract r:ai"n'f nt rtlio'ri i.t cculi& bt
f Fd obtalncri tr trrbnd !'orleer ;,urLt6 tirr rtder oi'lii?$ lt teok'Eilrs{F sssks tn gu

4l ' tne re and purohuu 5.t IJ 4ra *nopr rror€ suxred try nandl and Sr*ggod ritii s. hi':n$ rr&rirr drafr .r:3.i] S1.tl,&
tr {$t xith a oredlfi anci tarcrlrod wlt"h a ftaf,l,. .hera, i.n crci*r, ua s$F*rutc thr
tch*t r.nd qrrn#it nl rutorttar?' to thrm'the g;raln aoross & f,or)str irer si'leat ml
htrvlrr tnnn tiie cffrifec ,t hsuld g;o farthsr ard eo bc oieer,6d",

rn l8l]fi l;ncv irad ;rsir ii.rEt totrrl.,;f ashcol 1'or tlro c*ril"{r*n" lt ?ras hsld tB
{ruhoi.nra loq house, alx}, ' : r r ; le l lonrnf; l* ,ni  ' ,as t l ' rn f i rnt  tgr**\srr

These faets are taken *rrirrl ' ly i."rom rr ie'i;:er xr3"i;i;sn te l.rLa r.;--i '* by 0:nr:rt Stkon,
i,pheior datad $rioycana .iiEr, rii,4;u61; [;rirrj, f .i?$n i**'a'i:r**b*s+-i.e *t*l[ ti ?"++rra,*+l
t:{aflaililtttr {r+*s'

I



![alg John l.lelgon Ophein:

By  0"D"Pur ln ton ,C l .e rk  and H ls to r ian  o f  the  OLd Set t le rs r  Aseoc ia t lon

$sls John Nelgon Opheim, son of Oaund Nelson 0phein and Xarsi  Nolgon Ophaln,
was born Oct"23 1869 tn slnneshiek cor-rnty ,rowa. In the spr ing of l8?g

hle father camo to Griggs County and locatod on land in the SE*of Sec.12-146-58,
and buLlt  thE f l rEt houEe of a poraanent gett ler ln Grlggr County. Thcn he
went back to lowa, and in Sontom!g,1^+9l9, roturnod wlth hlE wife,  his eon, Ne1s,
hle daughter l{artha,hla ron*i[51l*IoAf;8ni""n,lchtlelrsn Martin and oecar, and
oetabl ished regidsnce on tha Hornestaai l .  Thay carus aLl tha way by tean and
eoverod {agon. They wcre about two weskg on the road and l ivod in the covored
wa€lon, sleoping in l t  ntghte and travol lng by day. Fhen thoy arr ivod at the l t f i f i { i l
honregtead and Looked about they found that their  neareet neighbors wero about
twenty*four nLles to thg east,  Noar Mayvi l lc.  There they bought grocorlee, and
the father ront 0o Grand For&g when hs haC wheat to gr ind On ono tr lp to
Orand Forls ho wae caught ln a snow etorn, and was thres weeks naklng the tr lp"
During thig t l rne the fanl ly rara without f lour,  and were terr ibly oppressed
by a  te r r tbLo fsar  tha t  the  fa ther  haC por lghcd ln  the  g to rn  on  tho-prar ie .
But at the end of three weeks he cans hoir ,o ,br lngi .ng eome food. Bothl  hc and I I I
hie-teaqr rgre oxhauetoC by hard work aad" cxposuro, havlng boen three daye
condng honc froru tha nearbst neighborae throeheal

The t trat  crop of wheat was cut with a cradle, and fr{ tUl{ddrwith et lcks,
on the f l ,oor of tha log cabln

The fanl ly were groat ly reJoiced when Eott ler6 vogan to come in around
ther:  the fol lowing yoar.

Ne ls  l i vad  wt th  h le  paronts  un t i l  thoy 'were  ca lLer l  to  th ie r  E terna l .  Home.
0n Juuo 4th 1893 Nels wae narrted to Ingeborg Lareon Haugee, Thoy havo

throo sons and one daughter;  0nund N.born Apri l  8r1,894;EdnardrNov"2S 1895.;
C la ra  Inazr t iay  4  1898;  and Car l rNov . l?  1900.
In later yearB ,  el though the faut ly did not l lvo in theold log houee, l t
wae kept as a nenorial  to the pioneers Ir .  m.nd Mrg. foiund l{eLson Opheln"

Thc neighbore an, l  townspoople of NeLs Ephclu hEvo honorod hira wlth var louB
poe l t ions  o f  t rus t .  He hae been a  ncnbcr  o f  the  schoo l  board  fo r  l?  years ,
eovera l '  yoars  as  Pres ident "He was c loc tcd  Socra tary  o f  h ig  Church  ln  1893,  and [ [
ho l i l s thE o f f i cs  now ( l9 lS)  He fE  a leo  aasaf rsor  o f  l laahburn  townsh lp .
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FIN] IqER BIOERAPFY
Crnund i i le lson 0ni re in  (o1r !est  p ioneer)

The  pa ren ts  o f  t h i s  p ioneer  were  l d r .  pnd  ' { r s .  l f e l - s  C r :he i rn .  The
na : - r ' l e  o f  t n i s  p ioneer  i s  Or4und  ITe l so r '  Ophe in .  Tne  p ioneer  was  bo rn
on $epte inber  29,  1rQ?9.  i {e  was born in  i ' jo r r ' . 'a l , ' .

! {e  t raveled in  vragons f ror - ' l  the s tate of  Iowa and eane to i . Ior th
Dako te  i n  1879  and -  se t t l eC  on  *ec t i on  12 ,  Tcwnsh ip  1 -4q ,  Range  58 .
T h e i r  f i r s t  h o n e  u , ' F o : - , ' 1  1 r  h o u s e .  T h e  c l o s e s t  p l a c e  t c  p ; o  a n r l  c i e t
p r o v i s i o n s  y / e r e  B ' , :  G r a n d  F o r k s  t o  t h e  n i 1 1 ,  b r r t  l a t e r  t h e l , ' w e n t  t ot / a 1 l . e J r  C r t . '

The i r  nea res t  ne i rhbo r  was  L .  ' r a . r t i nson  a t  t he  C . i s tance  o f  twen . t . r -
f o r : r ' r r i l e s

The  nach ine ry  the : r  had  were  wa lk ing  p1ows ,  anC a  hone-mad-e  Crag .
The , : '  cu t  g ra in  i ' r i t h  a  c r l i i l e .  The t ' hac i  a  tean  o f  oxen  anC sova6 f  | r r
hand .  The l r  t h reshed  : : i t h  a .  f l a i l .  The  v , rhed t  y le lCeC f  c : : t r , '  bushe ]  s
t o  t h e  e c r e .

.  Tne ' -  qo t  t he i r  i n rocd  f ro ' r r  t l : ' e  t i " nbe r  on  the  fa rn .  The  f l r s t- . ' r i n t e r  t h e l /  h a d : r c t  w h e r t  c r c n  s o  " T .  O p h e i - n  t c c k  h i s  t e a ' n  o f  h o r s e s
( t n s 1 '  h a d  n o t  t r a C e c i  o f f  t h e  l o r , q e s  f o r , ; x e n )  a n r i  r i . r o v e  r r p  t o  C c o s e
F . i ve r  vJhe re  ne  bc r . r l i r t  sc ' i l e  r rhea t  f  r o ' n  ano the r  f  a rne r .  O t te r  f  a r re rs
f ron ' l ocse  F . i r re : :  ecco ' rp rn ied .  h i " : r  i : nd  t . i : e i r  wen t  t o  Grand  Fo r r<s  to  l e t
t . i r eL r  uhea i  s ro r - rnC  in to  f  l _o ' . r r .  The : '  f  o1 'Lo r . reC  ; : 1 :ns  the  r i ve r  va1Le . rs
b e c a ' t s e  t h e : , r  d J - d n t t  d e r e  r c  r e r 3 s s  t r e  t : r a r : i e .  T n e  t r i i - .  t . 3 r a n c j .
: ' o r t s  t ook  th ree  i r yss1z3  '

i r a i r i e  f  i : ' es  r , i r e re  f  rec - :en t .  ' Tnen
haC to p loov ' . rp  fu- r ro:vs a1{  [ ,7_ i  ]qr .  Dack- j ' i
no t  so  bFr l  a round  Oohe i : t t s  f a rn  be .e .Use
na1 ]?en  tha t  t he  t ' i ] F  j u t l ped  t l r e  r i ve r .

Oq' - rnd l i f  e l -son Ocnel ,n  ' ,ya s  '1a. r r ie , l  to
on l - r r  l escendan t  o f  t n r  s  D lcneer  i  s  i l e  Ls' i r .  ^ r - l i t e l - ' 1 1  o i e d  A ' " ; . ' . : s t  : j t  1 e B T ,  o [  t h e

-- . ' {enneth l rongon

a  i ' 1 r e  s t a r t e  l  o u . t  t t e  f e r r e r s
r e s .  T n e  i : r p i r i e  f  r r e s  w e r e
o f  t i : e  r i ve r .  B r r t  i t  , J i d

Karr  Sc1 ' r :erg in  l , ] r : rwav.  , rhe
J .  : \ r . , l e i n ,  COOpefS tOr , t ' n ,  l r ' .  Dn ' r .

fa r"n .

t3 tl
A f l
T '
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FIC$gEn BIO&RAPrIT _ -  a, !  - !  ,0nund l le leon 0pheirn (oldest pioneer)
4,-+ 17"".-"r-, a-#",- i'14 /vva.' > -

/ ' f ire perents cf t ir ie ploneel were l,+r" &,nd l.{ts. i i iels Opirelm. . The name
.of ,this _r:ioneer ie 0ff.und I,IeIeon.Opheln. ?he pioneel Tyas born on

. Se.oteinber 29, 1829. He was .born in } Iorway.
r tHe traveLed in covered wa,goq-rs f ron the state of  lorqa and.ca.me to gorth

Dakote ln 18?9 and sett led on Sect ion 1e, lownship 146, Range 58.
fhe l r  f l r s t  i rome wae a . log  house.  The c loseet  p lace  to  go  and ge t
provis ions'wp*s e. t  Grand Forks to the ni l l  ,  but  la, ter  they went to
Va l ley  C l ty .

. r l fheir  c losest neLg'bbor was L.  Mart inson at  tne dlstance of  twenty-four
rni 1e e

./rThe rrrachinery they had were walking plows, and a. horne-rna.de drag. They
cut grain with a cra..dl,e. ?hey had a tean of oxen, and eowed by hand,
They thresned with a,  f la i l .  The wheat y ie lded forty bushele to t i re
a c r e
They got their nocd fro'n the timber on tire fa,rrn,
The f i let  wlnter they had no wheat crop so Mr,  Ophelm took his team of
horses  ( tney  had.  no t  t ra .ded o f f  the  horsee fo r  oxen)  and drove up ' to .
$oose Rlver where he bought some wheat f rom another fa,rmer.  0 ' ther

' farrners from Soose 4.iver accornpg.nled hir:n and tbey went 'bo 0rand f, 'orka
tc get their  whea,t  ground- into f lour.  Tl iey fo l lowed. along the r lver

.  va l leye  beca.uee they  d idn t t  dare  go  across  t f ,e  p ra . l r le .  The t r lp  to
#rancl  Forks tock three weeks.

' iPrair ie f i res were f reouent.  i ryhen a f l re etarted. out the farrners had
to  p low up fu r rows ar iO ou t td  back* f i ree ,  The pra i r ie  f i res  were  no t  ,
so .ba ,d . .a round Ophe inrs  fa r ,a  bece.uge o f  the  r i ver ,  But  i t ' d ld  hapS:en
that t i re f l re jumped the r lver.

i 'C,nund l {e1son 0inelm wQ,s nalr led to Kar i  Solberg in Norwa,y.  The only

"  
descendant  o f  t i r l s  p ioneer  ie  Ne le  J ,  0ohe l in ,  Coopers town,  l f .  Dak .

. . "Mr .  0phe in  d led  August  5 ,  1885,  oo  the  fa rn .

--Kenneth t,{onson
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