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By  0"D"Pur ln ton ,C l .e rk  and H ls to r ian  o f  the  OLd Set t le rs r  Aseoc ia t lon

$sls John Nelgon Opheim, son of Oaund Nelson 0phein and Xarsi  Nolgon Ophaln,
was born Oct"23 1869 tn slnneshiek cor-rnty ,rowa. In the spr ing of l8?g

hle father camo to Griggs County and locatod on land in the SE*of Sec.12-146-58,
and buLlt  thE f l rEt houEe of a poraanent gett ler ln Grlggr County. Thcn he
went back to lowa, and in Sontom!g,1^+9l9, roturnod wlth hlE wife,  his eon, Ne1s,
hle daughter l{artha,hla ron*i[51l*IoAf;8ni""n,lchtlelrsn Martin and oecar, and
oetabl ished regidsnce on tha Hornestaai l .  Thay carus aLl tha way by tean and
eoverod {agon. They wcre about two weskg on the road and l ivod in the covored
wa€lon, sleoping in l t  ntghte and travol lng by day. Fhen thoy arr ivod at the l t f i f i { i l
honregtead and Looked about they found that their  neareet neighbors wero about
twenty*four nLles to thg east,  Noar Mayvi l lc.  There they bought grocorlee, and
the father ront 0o Grand For&g when hs haC wheat to gr ind On ono tr lp to
Orand Forls ho wae caught ln a snow etorn, and was thres weeks naklng the tr lp"
During thig t l rne the fanl ly rara without f lour,  and were terr ibly oppressed
by a  te r r tbLo fsar  tha t  the  fa ther  haC por lghcd ln  the  g to rn  on  tho-prar ie .
But at the end of three weeks he cans hoir ,o ,br lngi .ng eome food. Bothl  hc and I I I
hie-teaqr rgre oxhauetoC by hard work aad" cxposuro, havlng boen three daye
condng honc froru tha nearbst neighborae throeheal

The t trat  crop of wheat was cut with a cradle, and fr{ tUl{ddrwith et lcks,
on the f l ,oor of tha log cabln

The fanl ly were groat ly reJoiced when Eott ler6 vogan to come in around
ther:  the fol lowing yoar.

Ne ls  l i vad  wt th  h le  paronts  un t i l  thoy 'were  ca lLer l  to  th ie r  E terna l .  Home.
0n Juuo 4th 1893 Nels wae narrted to Ingeborg Lareon Haugee, Thoy havo

throo sons and one daughter;  0nund N.born Apri l  8r1,894;EdnardrNov"2S 1895.;
C la ra  Inazr t iay  4  1898;  and Car l rNov . l?  1900.
In later yearB ,  el though the faut ly did not l lvo in theold log houee, l t
wae kept as a nenorial  to the pioneers Ir .  m.nd Mrg. foiund l{eLson Opheln"

Thc neighbore an, l  townspoople of NeLs Ephclu hEvo honorod hira wlth var louB
poe l t ions  o f  t rus t .  He hae been a  ncnbcr  o f  the  schoo l  board  fo r  l?  years ,
eovera l '  yoars  as  Pres ident "He was c loc tcd  Socra tary  o f  h ig  Church  ln  1893,  and [ [
ho l i l s thE o f f i cs  now ( l9 lS)  He fE  a leo  aasaf rsor  o f  l laahburn  townsh lp .


