
















: , And.rew Park, $f,.
'  :r. ." .

. : !
Arid.re.w Park, SF. , was born February 8, 1}27, at Leonard., towrishlp

of Dalhousle, 0nta.r1o. I l is parents, together wlth the l l lorgan, the
Stewart and the Chrlstle famlIles, had. emlgrated from Scotland to Dal-
housle 1n 1826. The land- there was hll ly a-nd. rocky, lnterspersed. wlth
ced.ar swamps. The farms were scarcely more than garden patches. Here
&Ir. Park spent bls boyhood. d.ays. IIe worked- on the fa.rm wlth hls father
untl l he was about nlneteen, when he left home and. worked. ln the lunber
camps for four yea.rs.  For th ls work he recelved from $fO to $12.5O per
month. In 1849, however, &lr. Pa.rk weni west about four hundred nnlles
a. long the Huron Tract  to the townshlp of  Hlbbert ,  county of  Perth,  near
Lake Huron. The Morgan, Sterryart and. Chrlstle fa.mllles moved. west e"t
about thls tlmer errd also took up 1and. 1n the townshlp of l l lbbert. At
tb ls pla,ce there wa.s a,  hee"vy t lnber of  nap1e, beech, elm and. blrch.
the land was good, when cleared", but, as }i ln. Pa.rk remarked., nlt wa.s a
laborlous Job c1earlng 1t. ft In 1856 he marrled &lary McDougal1, of Lana.rk
county and. the townshlp of Sherbrooke. They l lved 1n Hlvbert unt1l 1 881 :
by t r iat  t lme the land. becane va. luable,  sel l ing at  r ror-$so- io $to-; . r - ; ; ; ; .
I,tr. Park had. elgned. a note wlth another men, a,nd the hard tlrues Just then
caused hlm to fa l l  ln buslness, and so brought on the loss of  a.11 of
&{r .  Parkrs property.  The only th lng lef t  for  }v l r .  Perk was to sta.r t
agaln.  As Da.kota wes the nearest  p lace he eould- ta.ke 1and. he ca,me here.
At about thls tlne others left Cana.d.a,. There was And.rew &{orga-n, who
wanted to start out for h1mse1f, and. so came where la"nd was freer &rrd.
Angus Stewa.rt, who was a carpenter, who wanted. la..nd a.nd a settled. hone.

In July, 1881, Mr. Pa.rk came by way of the Gra.nd. Trunk rallway to
Chlcago, then by way of  St .  Paul  to Buffe. lo,  N. D.,  where he workeA t f rat
summer at  S2.50 per d.ay.  Af ter f l l lng 'on his land. ' that  fa1l  he went to
the wood"s nea.r  G-u1I Rlver,  I r , l lnnesota,  where he recelved. $eO,oo per month
as sa.wyer. He chose h1s la.nd" where he d.ld- beeause he wai told. 

-at 
ValLey

Clty tha. t  other Scotch epople had sett led.  nea-r  there.

lv i r .  Parkrs_fam1l-y ca.me to Va11ey Clty ln 1882. From there they
fol lowed a t re. l l  unt11 nea.r  Wl l low lake. Then they came over the pralr le
!9 

g"$t"w_I' iorga-nrs, and- arrlved at thelr farm ti, iay 22, 1BBZ. That summer
lhey l lved" 1n a shanty bullt of lumber that had- been ha-uled. from Tower
Clty.  Thls shanty was not water t lght .  Mrs.  Park sald tha. t  rwhen l t
ralned" out 1t ra.lned. in. rl

I i lr. Parh hlred And"rew trlorga,n to break flve acres for hlm. IIe
ralsed e.  few pota. toes und.er the sod..  Belng on the pralr le they hauled
wood from the r lver for  fuel .  That wlnter he and h1s sons, Alexand.er
and And-rew, worked. on the Cooper farn a.t $Z6.OO a month. II ls sons were
of great asslstance to Mr.  pa.rk ln ste.r t lng a,new, and thelr  p loneer
exper lences are 'pract la l ly  the same as thelr  fatherrs.  At  f l rst  the
buffe.lo bones Tsere so nLrmerous ln some pla.ees a.s to hlnder the bree.klng
plow. Mr. Park took severa.l loa-ds to Hope after the market opened" there
and. used. the money for needed. c lothlng.e.nd provls lons.

&ir. Pa::k was the flrst treasurer of Rlversld.e townshlp a.nd. was
sehool  t reasurer unt11 hls hand. became too st l fJ '  to wr l te.  He d. led.- , r ly  
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! ' rom ], i rs.  Co L* Hlchaeleonts sorapbook

l;1rr and lirsr Lars l,ledarson were aincn6 those fron Ylsecnsi$ x.,lro got tJrs $i{or"nasioad
Feysr. f i  f \ey carue to]r lsconsin from Nsrsay abuut lS?9, fhree yesrs late* they aa*ne
to X;orLh ilakota, whers thoy snent ti:e rest $f thslr llvos.

Dn iiay 1?, L*se i' ir" nnd i'rs' FeCereon amlvEd on a far:n near Sanborn irdnere they
requected a nlaes to park their rmson over nlg!,t and get a rauch needed nlglrtre sleop,
Xhey slept unclernoath the wason wlth qullts and blankets on the whetEls forralls,
tho nerb rnorn$ng they founl $no$r cln tirelr eonforteng. -lhls was thctr lnltlatton
l.nto North Dakota i.lfe, and for utrioh the o'"+::eir of th.e farra ohargod th*n trreo doLlamr
Th*y had thrse small ohll.dron: Peeler, about four yearer Eynova, two yss,r$, a$d $overr
the baby"

Cn rhy L8tlr they set out for thelr homestead, wirlch re,s lrcven rnlles woot f*om
v.*rat nr:rn; is Tialum. Thel" contlnued cleeplng undor tholr rwgon un*il. tirelr nod house
was roady, there v,ret's no nelg|:,bors to go to se they wero ttre first eettlsru tn thJ.r
&rt)&r Flxcent for lJire. Ilsdorsontn de'.rterml,nattron to stny a::rC. nnles tns best of lt, Mrr
,t)edorson vrolrlcl have gone rlght baclc to .Vi.seonsl.n,

l'rrrlntn rha{p flrgt summer here i{rs. Podoreon renalned on tire horiestead wlt}r t}rolf-  v l 4  { ^ r r a  v . . v  -

threo ehlLaren lrirllo l '{r, Ped,ors'rn went ont norking. its.;,as gr;ne f'or vreoke at a tlmg.
l l i re.  Pederson toLd of how nlght af ter nlght she stat ionod ] lorsoLf outsid.e the sod
houso ao guar"dn $he most fearerl rrFrrairie flres?r and nlncli&lrgor $ha tl id not m.m6 to
be surDrired by ei thor ons durlng tha nl6;ht.

t'rhll..s r+Lone rvJ.th hor ohildron durlng tho aumref" she ?ras tire one wh,o cut wlth
a uoybhe, rakod by hand, end staoiced by hend, hay f,or thelr oowts wLntor oupply.

ihe folLowlng yoar otirors sams, and it wasnlt Long untll they krad nolghbors"
In a few l./e&rs tlro Pederrrrcns rv€re able to butld a house arrd a barn, and,31r.

Poderson began far:aing for hirnself .
l ' lany gatherlngs n'ere held i.n tli ls horne' ..rs. Pederson ofton urdertook the

conduoting of rervtcos Ln thls home untll they nrore abLc to get the 6erviocr of s:
pastor'. Tire <l,ene.nd fr:r a eh.urnh became mors and rnoro;rr6entn Dy the h*lp of the
tadissr "fiid, r,*rloh had bccn organlssd a ohuroh nae bu.llt ln !.goo.

fhis ysap a tragod,y oecrin'ed. Ln"Liro fiederson famlly. LarE lroderson dled., !.eavlng
i; i ra.  srgr j .d. l ]edersonwith a famiLy of nlns ohlLdren to cars for,

?he servloos cf kov. pn A, thoreron oame to the ald of thir sriall eongregat$,on
(I;tdfJord) Urfcir grew etearllL;'. ffe was rlast&-for clooe to twent5r-five yearu.

In 1905 lirs. SigrJ.d Pod.erson $ras married-to Mr. Ilrtk Rud, Ite sorrd ae deaoon
ln the chureh and as tho Parochlal sehool. teaoher for aonoral terris,

liany 6svs the timea tirat Rev. 'lhoreson 
rnet wtth the oonfiruan'ts ln thls homer

Trravelors 6o!.ng through as 1161,1 an f,rlends and nel6lrboro were alwu]'e v;eloomo ln thla
hoyne--the firet in ilover to'cnnrhl,p.

l;rs. Erlk Rud dled ta 19S2 and l,ir. Rud f.n LS5B. Al.l exoept four of the ohlldren
hava pasaed on. Of thoss Livlng, Peclor,  the oldost,  l iveo at l fow Torm! Siwr roeldeg
wlth his daughter on the old farrsl Rossie (Mra, John Mlklothun) Li.vee ln tr.lnneopollr,
Mi"nneaotal  whlLo the youngest,  l ]ather,  (Mrrr C, Ti .  lJtohaolron) Llvos tn Bar$.ey
to*.nnhtp.









Blography "1_j31ff fi:il:"

\
the nannes of the panente of the ploneer rere Por Jonson andl hle

wlfe Oo1ln.

' ide pfoneert s naroe was Jonas Peneon. In thls countny a pel"son
woulcL take hls fatherrs flret nane andl addr eog to 1t fon hle laet ne!!e
whlch aeeounte fon the ploneerrg nane ' '  belng d. l f ferent f ron h1s fatherte.

Jonag Pergon was born ln gwed.en on June 11, 185L. Hle closest tonn
was Oetersund.. In 1962 he wae manrled to Karln Mattson.

In L888 Jonas Penson deelded to cone to Anenlca becauge of hancl
tlmee 1n flweclen and because he al,neady had thnee ehlldren ln Anerlca.
Beeauee h1e chlldren hadl settled ln North Dakota, he cane to tble state.

fhe voyege to thls oountry wae qulte peaeeful ercept for etorny
weathon on the North $ea, Ttre tnlp over took slxteen ilays

Jonas Person and. b1e fanlly landed ln Phlladelphla on June €9, 1888.
fhe| traveLed fnon here by tnaln to Cooperstown whlch reg at that tlne
the end of the tr.aln Ilne. Here they were net by sone nelatlvee ln a
wagon hookecl. behlnci a palr of oten. They were flnst taken to a god.
ehanty whene they stayed for a whlle

Jonas Fereon flrst found. empLoynent at the Cooper naneh after whleh
he worheci on the rallnoad. fon a whlLe-

He bought a homeetead fon $eAO, a half sectton whlch had been fl led
but not proied. up. It wae located about elght mll"es fron Cooperetolrn.

On thls pLace there was a shanty whoee lunber had. becn hauled. from
MayvllLe whlch sag bulLt befone Cooperstownt The pnovlslons were eeeuned
frbnn Coopenstown, an ox tearn belng ueecl to d.nlve lnto town.

The ne.mee of sone of the nearest nelghbors were, Dalbonesr Pengone
and Dahlln.

At that tlne honseg rere not much ln uee and Jonas Person hact noatly
oxen. The far:n nachlnery was not so very much cllfferent. In p].ace ot
a dr!-lL, a eeed"er was usea and for hay raeke only one honse ras usecl
lnetead of  t ro.

The crops nostly ueed wera wheat, f l-axr s.tld potatoes and these were
put ln on trlf lng so- there tas qulte a yleld.

One of the enenlee whlch had. to be watched" ln the fell was the
pralrle f1ne. gne year a flre cane whlch burned !p trany places. Jonas
Fereon eavecl hts pLlce by plowlng around lt ln a hurry: Thg flrer hoseverr

,'o*p"a the pLowfn! and frla- to be-Sn"rt out by beatlng 1t wlth eacke.

fhe ehlLclnen of Jonae Penson were Jonas skaneer olaf $kanse, Fete
Skaneer Mat gkanser Mng. G'olln RlngvaLr aniL Mre. Satne. Of ttrese lqlat

Skanse le dead..

,;,
t ,
f
;
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g .

: BtograPhY of Jonae Peneon
\2.- '. i --JOfry fAtne

l?be na.ae Penson ras eb*nged to Skanee beeauge thore wore 6s nany
Pensong that the r,. nall rae nLxed up.

At the ege of elgbty-eeven, Hn. Pereonf s hoelth began to fall.
I{e dleil la L9L8 f,noa e&nsor.
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t  '  B lograPhY of  Frank J .  Pfe l fer
. t  -frerinold i iovel
I r t ", ..:

/ t  
'
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:  F la t4t . ; ,  l , fe i fer  was born at  i r i i .ehaelsdor f  ,  Io i ren i -a,  Austr la  on
July  10,  1958.  l .n  13?1 he ca ine to  i ;he TIn i teC.  $tates, r i t i r  h is  i larents
ip  

"order  to  i rnprove the i r  op l lor tun i t ies.  T l ' r .e : r  e i lbar l ied on t l : re  sh ip
iSalt imore and land"ed- at ,salt l inore after a tr ip of eir- lnteen days on t}-e
ocean. Froia l lal-t i i rrore tt ie;, '  e&ine iry rai i  to ' tTatervi l-1e, ., i innesota r." lhere

i { r " .  F fe i f e r  l i vec l  f o r  t en  7ea rs .

lLe came to Cassel ion,  l : lor th  Uakota for  an adventure,  wi t l : r  t t re  i -n-
tenti-on of retr-r.rnin6 in a short t i :ne but i ie sta;red one J/ear. l ihi i-e he
i ,vas in  Cassei ton,  ] te  ' . ' las  pers l raded by Joe l3ar tos,  a in  acql la in tance,  to
go vr i th  l : i ln  to  Coopersto ' ; rn ,  i ior t i r  i lakota.  Fro: :n  Casse1t ,o,n they_shipped
io i jp f fa lo ,  l lor th  Dakota,  and-  f ro :n t i r .e : :e  they i l rove to  Val le ; r  Cl t i l  v r i th .
oxen.  Tn Val ley Ci t l r  t t rey loac ied u1r  wi t i :  lumber and k i tchen utensi ls
anc ' l -  cont inuecl  on the i r  journey.

I i ea r  Va l l ey  C i t t ' t he  roac l s  r ye re  be in r : ' i r o r ' l : ec 'L  o [ ,  and  they  5 ;o t  s tuck
three t i rnes.  TLab n i r lh t  they canped a loni ;  the sor- i th  s lde of  the i3a11
:l j- l1 Creek. After, anotl:rer d.a.;rt  s journe;;, t i :e;r reacheC the place "r i-rere
r-La-r { '  i  rrol. I  rr sett leci. .Anotire:: f  aif l i l"y ci. :ne u1: at t jre saJle t i ine r so th.eyu . : r c r J  r  r r r + r ! J

bu:i l t  a sl:ack forirbeen b-v sixteen wlth a ror:rf of lu. iaber arrcl wal"ls of sod.
, ' f ter  i t . ; rae co. ,11) le teC,  i t  ra iner f  forb l ' r rec d-e- ; 's  s t ra ig) : t t .  lhe; ;  hac l  no
other  s l re l . ter  for  t i re  t ' rc  ho i "ses,  so ' the7 l rad to  l reep t i :em in  tLre s t rac i i ,
anci t i :rey also had to eat ancl sleep in tLre slraci: therL:selves. ' .1- ' l .reir l :ac1
' iwo  tea ins  o f  oxen  anC c lu r l n .3  the : :a i l r  t ; l : c ; r , . r azed  o f f ,  a i r c r  t i t e ; ' r Je rc  no t

. l r l -e  to  f in i l  the i , r  for  a  vee1. : .

The , ir:verninent su-rvo-ir c"l id- ,ot inclui le ttre lani i  on vrlr ich the, ' ;  va.nted.
t o  s e l , i ; l o .  r ' i r e y  s t a r t e c l : L o , n e a s L r r e  b ; ' t a l r e  l j . n e  f r o r i t  t l r e  l a n c l  t h a t  h a d
been  s r - r r vc l red ,  and , , ra r l : ed  o f r ' t he  l anc r  t l l e ; ' ' ' ' . ' an ted  to  f : L le  on  by  s ta i t cs .

"1"1an 
|  " r r " - '  <  nrr  gf , ,  lg61 On t }C lancl  r rnt  j .1  j - t  r : :  S Sl l f  Vel red.  by the i ;OVefn.nent  .

Tn thosc days peop.Le f i lec l  on lanc i  and d ic l  not  l i rave to  inake im-
prove:nents for  s i ,x  ueel ' rs .  

'Jhel "efore 
r  i f  t i re l '  se 'b t led on so i l le  land"  that

had" been taken it ;r somebody else, thel. . :rould rr. le\. ie to r love.

iv l r .  Pfe i fer  f i led"  a r ) ree i , ip i i t ; i r ,  to  f  i le  on a pree- . tp t lon ; *ou-  hac
1;o pr.r.t  two nundrecl and f i f ty ctol lars of i- inprovembnts and pa:i one dollar
andr  t rverr i . r - f - jve cenus an acre ancl  i i "n  s i - ; l  lnon 'uhs the c ieed.  woulo be s : ignedL
to you.  the se jne; iear  - re  f i lec l  on a krornestead.  in  the s&i r t€  sect ion rvh ich
he proved. u-p in f ive jrcars . I : '  1i34 l.re too,1r a tre e clal in neal: - ' icl{enry
,. 'r ir i-ch l le later traclec1 for a tea'n o-f Lrorses.

l le  then bui l t  a  sod shacl i  on h is  ho, r tosteai r ,  and a l i t t le  whi le  la ter
he bui l t  a  i ronse of  lurnber  (12x 16)  rv l : ich is  s t i l l  a  par t  c f  the house
on t l :a t  fann.  i le  hac l  to  i le t  h is  su1, ,1 l ies and.  haul  i r is ; - l ra j .n  to_ Coopers-
to . rn .  A  d i s t snce  o f  t ' n - ! - r t een  :n l l es .  i l e  so l c l  so ine  w , rea t  f o r  30 {  a ] : r : " she l ,
l r r l i :  n .n- inos,venN, dolvn as 1o" . .1  as 3t ,51 for  nu.nber  one leard v i reat .  Oats so ld.
for"  as low as seven cenls  a bushel ,  a l though i f  i - re ; ' r , ranted to  bu; '  a l i l ; r r
the;r hacl -ro i)a:; al:ou.t 25;cents a l-r ' . lshel. 3ar1e;: s91t1 for twentl, '  to t i :- ir t ; i-
' ivb cents a br- ishel .  Ihe;  ha.c1 to  pa. - ) i  s .s  l : i  lh  s ,s  i ' '2 .25 a bu.shel  for  seed"

a; . ,  and se l l  i t  f  or  68(  a brr .shel .

*r :i,i,1:
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Gcorge tlbcrt Pratt

Ey 0.D.PurlntonrClcrlc aait l i ietorian of 01d $ott lcre lgeoclation.

Oaorgc l.Pratt,  eoa of Coorge and Xary Jane Pratt, ras born Ln
A
tt

0oo*rldge Townshlp , Oatarto Canada, Jan.Z 1869 . HE cane to Origgs County

wlth hie parenta ia Aprl3. 1884rand wtth theu l lved for aone yoars tn

Pilot l lound Tornship. 0f hts trtp to Gr{gga County he aayern f,e canc acrorc

country by tea^rm. I had a pair of cattlc, lc also had flve tca^us of horscB

rlth loadr It  wae a hard puIl.  I  rould raIL a whilo ,then ride a rhlIo.

fe got caught ln a Eleet ctoru rbout 25 nl lee wcst of Port land, betroen the

0ooso and theycnne Plvers. But tharo sas a tarnror good cnough to turn out

hiE cett lc and lst ue put our horsos tn hto stable.In tho rnorntng the cEtt lc

sore covored wlth icert. n lo sctt lcd ln thc northern part of Grlggs County

Se had a anatl ahanty, a sod stablc. Thsre Brothcr Fob. and I farn'.ed for

t *o or  threc ycarg.  I  rae cook.  r

ho

he

14

15

In 1889 l{r Pratt gtarted tartning on }ile own on rcntod land. In 1890

bought a quartcr ecctlon at $?.0C per acrc on croF paynente . To this

added unti l  by 19tB ho had a faru of 532 acroE well etockod, wlth

head of short horn catt lo, ?1, horgae, 45 Chectcr lhite hogs,

fhltc Holland turkegs,and 42 fhitc Fock shlckene.

Ilc naE narriad luguet 22 1899 to l{lee Ellzabet}r J .Mc0ul loch,  rho

wLth hln onrith thclg two childron t loyd and Bernlcc nor l ivc

Sec.25 ln  Tyro l  townehlp



0Ecar D.Purinton'
OEcar D. Purinton, con of 0rphiue and Haria. Call Purlntoa, was born ln CortLand

County ficw York, on July 5th 1843. fttr the agc of nlre years , hc with ]r3.s Barents

renoved to Pregton County Virglnla( Now teet Virglrria ). In March 1863 hqbnlietrd

as a prlvate soldier ln Corpany K.of the $ixth Fcgimentrfoet Vlrginla rVolunteer

Infantry, and oerved until tho cloee of the Ctvll. 9ar, boing dlechargod in Juno 1865o

Upon hle dtschargc fron tha arny he roturned to Courtland N"Yo and reeunsd

hlg etuallos Ln the Courtland lcadany, at the cornpletion of shich he engagad for

a tirie as ealesrnan in the store of Ja,rcg S.S,quiros.
of,xxflsxltrilxlaffax

0n Mray 13th 1868, hc was narried to l{lss $are Ann Buasa1l, and eoon efter
engaged in bu$lnees on hie own apeount, in Courtland, whcrc he and hle r l fo

contlnued to reElde unti l  March 1882, whoa theyrw'l th their tc'o chi ldren rrc&ovod

to Dakota Tcrrttory r and gett lsd at Tower CityrCass Counly

l{r.Purinton waB ordalned to the ninietry ln the Baptist C}iurch at Courtlenil

llow YorL, on March 6th 1882, and nhllo livin$ at Tower City, prcached as opportunlty

offeredpntl l  N0v.1883 , rhen ha was calIed to, and acceptod, the paetoratc of

tho ncwly organlreC Bapttst Church ln Page ln Caes. County" tf ter serving that

church for two and one half yeers, ha accoptod the pastorate of the Bapttst

Church in Coopergtown ln March 1885, whers he has continuouri l /  to reside, although

not continuously pastor of the church.

During hie work in tbo t inietry , ho organlzs.i  tho Baptlet Church a,t lneta.,

Nolson Corlnty, and the Bapttst Church at Bald H11"1 ln Griggs County. In tho ycar

1889 he was elected to the off ice of Clsrk of the Dtetrtct Court for Orlgga County

which he held for aevontsen suEcesolvs years. Hc bocarac a ucmber of the 0Lct

SettLers lssocie.t ion at the t ina of i ts organiration in 1906, and wae appointod
Socretary tn 1909

Ha has aleo Earvsd aeveral years as Clsrk of tha Eoard of [ducatlon,

and hs l ,d  othsr  pos l t ions of  t ruet ,

B ibLog. :  01d $et tLers AEsociat ion records.

l {c.Purinton died i larch ?8r19l8 at CooperEtown l{ .0"


