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Andrew Park, Sr., was born Februery 8, 1827, at Leonard, towrship
of Dalhousie, Ontario. His parents, together with the Morgan, the
Stewart and the Christie families, hed emigrated from Scotland to Dal-
housie in 1826. The land there was hilly and rocky, interspersed with
cedar swamps. The farms were scarcely more than gerden patches. Here
Mr. Park spent his boyhood days. He worked on the farm with his father
until he was about nineteen, when he left home and worked in the lumber
camps for four years. For this work he received from $10 to $12.50 per
month. In 1849, however, lir. Park went west gbout four hundred miles
along the Huron Tract to the township of Hibbert, county of Perth, near
Leke Huron. The Morgen, Stewart and Christie fsmilies moved west at
about this time, and glso took up land in the township of Hibbert. At
this plece there was a heavy timber of meple, beech, elm and birch.
The land was good when cleared, but, as Mr. Park remarked, "It was a
laborious job clearing 1t." In 1856 he married Mary McDougall, of Lenark
county and the township of Sherbrooke. They lived in Hivbert until 1881;
by that time the land became valusble, selling at from $50 to $75 sn acre.
Mr. Perk had signed 2 note with another man, and the hard times just then
caused him to feil in business, and so brought on the loss of sll of
lMr. Park's property. The only thing left for Mr. Pasrk was to start
agaln. As Daskote was the nearest place he could tske land he came here.
AT gbout this time others left Cansdas. There was Andrew Morgan, who
wanted to start out for himself, and so came where land was free, and
Angus Stewart, who was 2 carpenter, who wanted land =nd s settled home.

In July, 1881, lir. Park came by way of the Grand Trunk rallway to
Chicago, then by way of St. Paul to Buffslo, N. D., where he worked that
summer st $2.50 per day. After filing on his land that fall he went to
the woods near Gull River, Minnesots, where he received $26.00 per month
as sawyer. He chose his lsnd where he did because he was told at Valley
City that other Scotch epople hed settled near there.

lir, Paerk's family ceme to Valley City in 1882. From there they
followed o treil until near Willow leke. Then they came over the prairie
to Andrew liorgan's, and arrived at their farm May 22, 1882. That summer
they lived in e shanty built of lumber that hsd been hsuled from Tower
City. This shanty was not water tight. Mrs. Park said that "When it
rained out it rsined in."

Mr. Park hired Andrew Morgsn to break five acres for him. He
ralsed a few potatoes under the sod. Being on the prairie they hauled
wood from the river for fuel. That winter he and his sons, Alexsnder
and Andrew, worked on the Cooper farm st $26.00 2 month. His sons were
of great assistance to lir. Park in starting anew, =nd their pioneer
experiences are practislly the same as thelr father's. At first the
buffglo bones were so numerous in some places zs to hinder the bresking
plow. Ilr. Park took several loads to Hope after the maerket opened there
and used the money for needed clothing and provisions.

Mr. Park was the first treasurer of Riverside township end wes
school treasurer until his hend became too stiff to write. He died
_dly 25, 1908.
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Hre and lMrs, Lars Pederson
From Mrs. Co L. Michaelson's scrapbook

¥re and lirs. Lars Pederson were among those from Wiesonsin who got the "Tomeseead
Fever." They came to Wisconsin from Norway about 1879, Three years later they cams
to North Dekota, whers they spent the rest of their lives,.

On Mey 17, 1882 Mr, and lrs, Pederson arrived on a farm near Sanborn where they
requested a place to park their wagorn over night and get a much needed night's sleep,
They slept underneath the wagon with quilts and blankets on the wheels for wallse
The next morning they found snow on their comforters. This was their initiation
into North Dakota 1ife, and for which the owner of the farm charged them thiree dollars,
They had three small children: Peder, about four years, Syneva, two years, anéd Sever,
the baby.

On May 18th they set out for their homestead, which was seven miles west from
whet now is Valum, Ihey continmed sleeping under their wagon until thelr sod house
wes ready., There were no neighbors to go to as they were the first settlers in this
area., BNxcept for lrs, Pederson's determination to stay and make the best of it, Mr.
Pederson would have gone right back to Wisconsine. ’

During their first summer here lirs., Pederson remained on the homestead with their
three children while Mr. Pederson went out working. He was gone for weeks at a time.
Mrs, Pederson told of how night after night she stationed herself outside the sed
house as guard, She most feared "preirie fires™ and "Indians."” She did not waut teo
be surprised by either one during the night,

"hile alone with her children during the summer, she was the one who cut with

& soythe, raked by hand, and stacked by hand, hay for their cow's winter supply e

The following year others came, and it wesn't long until they had neighborss

In a few years the Pedersons were able to build a house and a barn, and ip,
Pederson began ferming for himself.

Many gatherings were held in this home. lrs. Pederson of'ten undertool the
conducting of services in this home until they were eblé to get the services of a
pasters The demend for & church became more and more urgent. By the hslp of the
Ladies"' Aid, which had been organized a church was built in 1900,

This year a tragedy occurred in the Pederson femily., Lars Pederson died, leaving
lirs. Sigrid Pederson with a family of nine children to care for.

The services of Rev. P, A, Thoreson came to the aid of this small congregation
(Fidfjord ) which grew steadily. He was pastefor close to twenty-rive years,

In 1905 Mrs., Sigrid Pederson was married to Mr, Erik Rud, He served es deacon
in the church and as the Parochial schoel teacher for several terms.

lMany were the times that Rev. Thoreson met with the confirmen'ts in this home.
Travelers golng through as well as friends and neighbors were always welcome in this
home~=the first in Dover lownship.

lirs. Erik Rud died im 1932 and Mr. Rud in 1938, All except four nf the children
have passed on. Of those living, Peder, the eldest, lives at New Towns Siver resides
with his daughter on the old farm; Bessie (Mrs, John Miklethun) lives in lMinneapolis,
linnesota; while the youngest, Esther, (Mrs. C, W, Michaclson) lives in Bartley
Township.












s I Biography of Jonas Person
A ~--Jerry Watne

L
The names of the parents of the ploneer were Per Jonson and his
wife Golin.

The ploneer's name was Jonas Person. In this country a person
would take his father's first name and add'son to it for his last name
which accounts for the ploneer's name ~ being different from his father's.

Jonas Person was born in Sweden on June 11, 1831. His closest town
was Ostersund. In 1862 he was married to Karin Mattson.

In 1888 Jonags Person decided to come to America because of hard
times in Sweden and because he already had three children in America.
Because his children had settled in North Dskota, he came to this state.

The voyage to this country was quite peaceful except for stormy
weather on the North Sea. The trip over took sixteen days.

Jonas Person and his family landed in Philadelphia on June 29, 1888.
They traveled from here by train to Cooperstown which was at that time
the end of the train line. Here they were met by some relatives in a
wagon hooked behind a pair of oxen. They were first taken to a sod
shanty where they stayed for a while.

Jonas Person first found employment at the Cooper ranch after which
he worked on the railroad for a while.

He bought a homestead for $250, a half sectlon which had been filed
but not proved up. It was located about eight miles from Cooperstown.

On this place there was a shanty whose lumber had been hauled from
Mayville which was bullt before Cooperstown. The provisions were secured
from Cooperstown, an ox team being used to drive into town.

The names of some of the nearest neighbors were, Dalbones, Persons
and Dghlin.

At that time horses were not much in use and Jonas Person had mostly
oxen. The farm machinery was not so very much different. In place of
a drill, a seeder wes used and for hay racks only one horse was used
instead of two.

The crops mostly used were wheat, flax, and potatoes and these were
put in on braking so there was quite a yleld.

One of the enemies which hed to be watched in the fall was the
prairie fire. One year a fire came which burned up many places. Jonas
Person saved his place by plowing around it in a hurry. The fire, however,
,umped the plowing and had to be put out by beating it with sacks.

~——  fThe children of Jonas Person were Jonas Skanse, Olaf Skanse, Pete
Skense, Mat Skanse, Mrs. Golin Ringvel, and Mrs. Watne. Of these Mat

Skanse is dead.
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S Biography of Frank J. Pfeifer
| J / ’ --Reynold Hovel

s ,' r § 4

: Ffaﬂ%~£. Pfeifér was born at Michaelsdorf, Bohemia, Austria on

July 10, 1858, 1In 1871 he came to the United States with his parents

in order to improve their opportunities. They embarked on the ship.

Baltimore and landed at Baltimore after a trip of eighteen days on the

ocean. From Baltimore they came by rail to Waterville, llnnesota where

Mr. Pfeifer lived for ten years.

He came to Casselton, North Dakota for an adventure, with the in=
tention of returning in a short time but he stayed one year. While he
was in Casselton, he was persuaded by Joe DBartos, an acquaintance, to
zo with him to Cooperstown, North Dakota. Irom Casselton they shipped
to Buffalo, North Dakota, and from there they drove to Valley City with
oxen. In Valley City they loaded up with lulmber and kitchen utensils
and continued on their journey.

Near Valley City the roads were being worked on, and they got stuck
three times. That night they camped along the south side of “the Ball
H11ll Creek. After another day's journey, they reached the place where
they finally settled. Another family came up at the same time, so:they
built a shack fourteen by sixbteen with a roof of lumber and walls of sod.
After it was completed, it rained for three days straight. They had no
other shelter for the two horses, so"they had to keep them in the shack,
and they dlso had to eat and sleep in the shack themselves. They had
“wo teams of oxen and during the ralin they grazed off, and they were not

“le to find them for a week.

The government survey did not include the land on which they wanted
to settle. They started to measure by tape line from the land that had
been surveyed, and marked off the land they wanted to flle on by stakes.
Then they squatted on the land until it was surveyed by the government.

In those days people filéd on land and did not have to make im-
provements for six weeks. Therefore, if they settled on some land that
had been taken by somebody else, they would have to move.

Mr. Pfeifer filed a preemption. To file on a preemption you had
to put two hundred and fifty dollars of improveménts and pay one dollar
and twenty-five cents an acre and in six months the deed would be signed
to you. The same year he filed on a homestead in the same sectlon which
he proved up in five years. In 1884 he took a tree clalim near lcHenry
which he later traded for a team of horses. :

He then built a sod shack on his homestead, and a little while later
he built a house of lumber (12x 16) which 1s still a part of the house
on that farm. He had to get his supplies and haul his grain to Coopers-
town, & distance of thirteen miles. e sold some wheat for 80¢ a bushel,
but prices went down as low as 38¢ for number one hard wheat. Oats sold
for as low as seven cenbts a bushel, although if they wanted to buy any,
they had to pay about 25jcents a bushel., DBarley sold for twenty to thirty-
Mve cents a bushel. They had to pay as high as {(2.25 a bughel for seed
.~ 'ax and sell it for 68¢ a bushel.
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Gecrge Albert Fratt
By 0.D.Purinton,Clerk and Histerian of 0ld Settlers Asscciaticn.

George A.Pratt, son of George and Mary Jans Pratt, was born in
googridge Townshiy , Ontario Canada, Jan.2 1869 . He came to Griggs County
with his parents in April 1884,and with them lived for some years in
Pilot Mound Township. Of his trip to Griggs County hLe says," We cawe acrosa
country by team. I had a pair of cattle, We also had five teams of horses
with loads . It was a hard pull. I would walk a while ,then ride a while.
We get caught in a sleet storm about 25 miles west of Portland, between the
Goose and Sheyenne Fivers. But there was a farmer good encugh to turn cut
hig cattle and let us put our horses in hiis stable.In the morning the cattle
were covered with ice". " We gettled in the northern part of Griggs County
We had a small shanty, a sod stable. There Brother Rob. and I farmed for
twe or three years. I was cook."

In 1889 Mr Pratt started farming on his own on rented land. In 1890
he bought a quarter sectior at $7.00 per acre on crop payments . To this
he added until by 1912 he had a farm of 532 acres well stocked, with
14 head of short horn cattle, 21 horses, 45 Chester White hogs,

15 White Holland turkeys,and 42'White Rock chickens.

He was married August 22 1899 to Miss Flizabeth J.McCulloch, who

with theig two children Tloyd and Bernice now live witl him on

fec.25 in Tyrol Township



Ogcar D.Purinton.
Oscar D. Purinton, son of Orphius and Marie Call Purinton, was born in Cortland

County New York, on July 5th 1843. At} the age of nime years , he withvhis parents
removed to Preston County Varginia( Now West Virgiria ). In March 1863 heenlisted
as a private soldier in Company K.of the Sixth Regiment,West Virginia ,Volunteer
Infantry, and served until the close of the Civil War, being discharged in June 1865.

Upon hig discharge from the army he returned to Courtland N.Y. and resumed
 his studies in the Courtland Acadamy, at the completion of which he engaged for
a time as salesmen in the store of James S.Sqguirss.

ORXMEFX XXXXHXXRERY

On May 13th 1868, he was married to Miss Sara Ann Russell, and soon after
engaged in business on his own aeeount, in Courtland, where he and his wife
continued to reside until March 1882, when they,with their two children ,removed
to Dakota Territory , and settled at Tower City,Cass Coungy
| Mr.Purinton was ordained to the minis*ry in the Baptist Church at Courtland
New York, on March 6th 1882, and while living at Tower City, preached as opportunity
offere@until Nov.1883 , when he was called to, and accepted, the pastorate of
the newly organized Baptist Church in Page in Cass County. After serving that
church for two and one half years, he accepted the pastorats of the Baptist
Church in Cooperstown in larch 1886, whers he has continuouedy to reside, although
not continuously pastor of ths church.

During his work in the Ministry , he organized the Baptist Church atAneta.,
Nelson County, and the Baptist Church at Bald Hill in Griggs County. In the year
1889 he was elected to the office of Clerk of the District Court for Griggs County
which he held for geventeen suecessivs &eare. He became a member of the 0ld
Settlers Association at the time of its organization in 1906, and was appointed
Secretary in 1909

He has also ssrved several years as Clerk of the Ecard of Education,
and hsld other positions of trust.

Biblog.: 014 Settlers Association records.

Me.Purinton died March 28,1918 at Cooperstown N.D.



