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Arid.re.w Park, SF. , was born February 8, 1}27, at Leonard., towrishlp

of Dalhousle, 0nta.r1o. I l is parents, together wlth the l l lorgan, the
Stewart and the Chrlstle famlIles, had. emlgrated from Scotland to Dal-
housle 1n 1826. The land- there was hll ly a-nd. rocky, lnterspersed. wlth
ced.ar swamps. The farms were scarcely more than garden patches. Here
&Ir. Park spent bls boyhood. d.ays. IIe worked- on the fa.rm wlth hls father
untl l he was about nlneteen, when he left home and. worked. ln the lunber
camps for four yea.rs.  For th ls work he recelved from $fO to $12.5O per
month. In 1849, however, &lr. Pa.rk weni west about four hundred nnlles
a. long the Huron Tract  to the townshlp of  Hlbbert ,  county of  Perth,  near
Lake Huron. The Morgan, Sterryart and. Chrlstle fa.mllles moved. west e"t
about thls tlmer errd also took up 1and. 1n the townshlp of l l lbbert. At
tb ls pla,ce there wa.s a,  hee"vy t lnber of  nap1e, beech, elm and. blrch.
the land was good, when cleared", but, as }i ln. Pa.rk remarked., nlt wa.s a
laborlous Job c1earlng 1t. ft In 1856 he marrled &lary McDougal1, of Lana.rk
county and. the townshlp of Sherbrooke. They l lved 1n Hlvbert unt1l 1 881 :
by t r iat  t lme the land. becane va. luable,  sel l ing at  r ror-$so- io $to-; . r - ; ; ; ; .
I,tr. Park had. elgned. a note wlth another men, a,nd the hard tlrues Just then
caused hlm to fa l l  ln buslness, and so brought on the loss of  a.11 of
&{r .  Parkrs property.  The only th lng lef t  for  }v l r .  Perk was to sta.r t
agaln.  As Da.kota wes the nearest  p lace he eould- ta.ke 1and. he ca,me here.
At about thls tlne others left Cana.d.a,. There was And.rew &{orga-n, who
wanted to start out for h1mse1f, and. so came where la"nd was freer &rrd.
Angus Stewa.rt, who was a carpenter, who wanted. la..nd a.nd a settled. hone.

In July, 1881, Mr. Pa.rk came by way of the Gra.nd. Trunk rallway to
Chlcago, then by way of  St .  Paul  to Buffe. lo,  N. D.,  where he workeA t f rat
summer at  S2.50 per d.ay.  Af ter f l l lng 'on his land. ' that  fa1l  he went to
the wood"s nea.r  G-u1I Rlver,  I r , l lnnesota,  where he recelved. $eO,oo per month
as sa.wyer. He chose h1s la.nd" where he d.ld- beeause he wai told. 
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Clty tha. t  other Scotch epople had sett led.  nea-r  there.

lv i r .  Parkrs_fam1l-y ca.me to Va11ey Clty ln 1882. From there they
fol lowed a t re. l l  unt11 nea.r  Wl l low lake. Then they came over the pralr le
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g"$t"w_I' iorga-nrs, and- arrlved at thelr farm ti, iay 22, 1BBZ. That summer
lhey l lved" 1n a shanty bullt of lumber that had- been ha-uled. from Tower
Clty.  Thls shanty was not water t lght .  Mrs.  Park sald tha. t  rwhen l t
ralned" out 1t ra.lned. in. rl

I i lr. Parh hlred And"rew trlorga,n to break flve acres for hlm. IIe
ralsed e.  few pota. toes und.er the sod..  Belng on the pralr le they hauled
wood from the r lver for  fuel .  That wlnter he and h1s sons, Alexand.er
and And-rew, worked. on the Cooper farn a.t $Z6.OO a month. II ls sons were
of great asslstance to Mr.  pa.rk ln ste.r t lng a,new, and thelr  p loneer
exper lences are 'pract la l ly  the same as thelr  fatherrs.  At  f l rst  the
buffe.lo bones Tsere so nLrmerous ln some pla.ees a.s to hlnder the bree.klng
plow. Mr. Park took severa.l loa-ds to Hope after the market opened" there
and. used. the money for needed. c lothlng.e.nd provls lons.

&ir. Pa::k was the flrst treasurer of Rlversld.e townshlp a.nd. was
sehool  t reasurer unt11 hls hand. became too st l fJ '  to wr l te.  He d. led.- , r ly  
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