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The ploneerrs parents were }r{r. and. }frs. Ed.la.nd. Qualey. The ploneer
hlmself 1s John Q,ualey. He was born 1n Sogn, Norway, 1n 1855. I{e cane
to the Unlted States wlth hls parents when he was slx years o1d.. John
Qualey l lved. ln Dod.ge County,  Mlnnesota,  before comlng here.  He lef t
Mlnnesota because of the clnch bog, grasshoppers and other lnsects that
ate the crops.

&ir. Qualey ha"d. been to South Dakota" but d.ld-nrt f1nd. the k1nd. of place
he wanted. He started. from hls home ln }i lnnesota wlthout knowlng wher.e
he would. land but ea1d. he would go west untl l he came to a rlver-wlth
trees by 1t and" where the sol1 was r1ch. When he cane to the Sheyenne
H.lver he decld.ed thls was the place he had been looklng for. Mr. Qualey
and. famlly, w1fe, and flve chlldren, d.rove 1n a covered. wagon. They
camped. along the road-. They crossed. the Mlsslsslpp& Rlver at Fort Snell-
lng ln a ferry boat. One d.ay when they had- stopped. for d.lnner the sheep
had. gone a l1ttle way out lnto the woods. They had sta"rted. out agaln
and. had. gotten qulte a ways frorn where they had stopped. before they
n0tlced. that they had. forgotten the sheep. Then some of the men had. to
go back and get them. They d.rove both the sheep and. the cattle. The
chlekens were put 1n some crates and fastened. on behlnd the wagon. One
daI,  somehow, the crates ha-d.  been broken and al l  the chlckens got out.
The men looked. for them that evenlng and found. nearly al-l of them. I
thlnk there was one tha"t they d.ld_nr'b flnd..

IvIr. Qualey and h1s fa.m11yr &rrd some men that had. come wlth then,,
came here July 1, 1880. fhey had been on the road. for about s1x weeks.
SIr .  Qualey took up 1and. l1ke most ploneers of  that  t lme whlch was by
homesteadlng. Flrst :they came herb and. stayed and. walted. for the iand
to be surveyed., Thls was calleil so,uattlng. He also had. a tree clalm.
IIe had lntend"ed. to make hls hone farther north about where Aneta 1s now
but happened. to come south by Omund. Ophelrn where he stayed on nlght.
i l tr. 9phe1m promlsed. he would help Mr. Qualey look for land. whlch was
Just as good. and. not so fa.r away a.nd so lt happened. that they found. the
place l rh lch ls ha.1f  a rnl le north of  NeLs Qup,- leyrs place. Thls place
ls f lve rnl les east and. f lve and a hal f  ml les north of  Cooperstown. He
bu1l t  a 1og house whlch was consldered a very large house at  that  t lme.
It had two roons d.ownstalrs and. an upstelrs whlch was almost 11ke a.n
a t t l c .

- UFually they went to town twlce a, year. fhe nearest town was Va11ey
Clty whlch was forty ralles &way. These trlps were mad.e sprlng and fal1.
It took two or three d.a,ys to raaka theec tr1pg.

Qualeyr s nearest nelghbors were Omund. Ophelm, John Hanson Engen,
Even li lonson, Ivor Selm, John Hogenson, and. BJonstad..

John Qualey had. oxen as most of the ea.rl ler ploneers had.. The only
klnd- of machlnery that they had. was a walklng p1ow, a home mad.e snoothlng

' tra8rand. a era"d.Ie. Ivlr. Qualey sowed. hls graln by hand. Sometlmes he
rould sow for others. To thresh the graln he 1ald. 1t ln a c1rc1e and.
d-rove the oxen over lt so as to get the graln out of the head.s. f iren
he shook the graln to be sure th;t the gialn was all out of the straw.
He put the graln rn f.e wagon and. on a wlndy day he wourd pour lt from
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one raeasure to anotber to blow the ehaff out of lt.

fhe gralns raleed were small gralns, such as barley, oate, and. wheat,
the barley usually yleld.ed about thlrty bushels to the acre whlLe the
wheat y1eld.ed. about twenty-flve.

t&

Wood was usuaLly used for fueL. Sometlneg stnaw was useil.

One year the Slreyenne rlver fl-oocted terr1bLy. fhere wos water in
the Qualey house so the people had to move out for neanly two weeks. Shey
stayed. wlth tirelr nelgbbors durlng that t lne. They hauled the cattLe,
hogsr &Ild. other anlmals up on d.ry lancl nearly up to the hlLLs.

John Qua1ey marrled. Mantha GlLderhus at Dod.ge County 1n Jul-y, L864.
The d.eeeend.ants are Mrs. Albert Larson, Mrs. A. I. Monson, Mr.Ifels Qualey,
all of Cooperstown', North Dakota, Mrs. Clara Wlnd.nese of i i ' lnley, I lorth
Dakota, Mrs, J. M. Jenson of Bozeman, Montana., 81ver Qualey of SlLverton,
Oregon, and Edwln QuaLey of Sasketchewan, Canad.a.

John QuaLey d.led. 1n 0ctober, 1920, &t Flnlby,ltrorth Dakota, &t the
hone of hle d.aughter, Mre. C1ara Wlnd.ness. t{e rag burled. at the Sheyenne
Valley Churoh. Mrs, QuaLey d.led. a few years before.
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| , 1,t1r. and Mrs. John Qualey emigratecL to North Dakota frorn Dod.ge County,
lv l innesota,  ln  Ju ly  1,  1880 an* to  a homestead.  ten ml1es east  o f  Coopers-
torvn and elght mlles west of ! '1n1ey. They celebrated. the founth of July
by taking the top of the wagon off and sett ing i t  on the ground. and
eating thelr f irst meal on the ground. for two months.

John QpaLey was of Norweglan parentage and came to America fron
Norway at the age of f1ve. Mrs. John Qualey was Martha Gildertrus before
mamlage and was the f l rs t  whl te  baby born 1n Wtsconsin.  Her  fa ther
bull t  the f irst church ln Wisconsin. He was a i l{aster Wor.k-l \{an ln carpen-
ter ing and made many sma1l  th lngs such as candlest lcks,  chai rs ,  d lshes
and other  ar t icLes whtch were hard.  to  get .

Ilir. and }llns. John v,ualey l:.ad" five chllciren when they came to North
Dalcota.  t 'hey were:  Hdwln,  l )orothea,  Nels ,  l Ia th l1da and Sever  and Clara,
Gunhild and. Anna were born ln North Dakota.

l , [r.  and h1rs. John Qualey came to their present homestead aftor hav-
ing gone some viay farther up the niver, but l,{r. Amond" Opheim and Jvar
Soim persuad.ed hlm to stay here as 1t was ldeal farrnlng land.. John wualey
bui l t  a  1og house wi th  an upsta i rs  which was qul te  a novel ty  for  the
people at that t ime as i t  was the only one ln the vicinity. There wore
two rooms downsta l rs .

They left l ' { innesota because of the cinch bug, grasshoppers and other
pests  whlch pers is tec l  ln  eat lng the crops,  so they came to } Ior th  Dakota
and homesteaded. because there was land to be had. for nothing. they had.
s ix  oxen,  15 cat , t1e,  4  p lgs,  4  sheep and 15 or  20 ch lckens to  take wl th
them f r .om i \ { innesota.  They crossed the t r { tss iss ipp l  near  St .Paul  on a
ferry-boat .

The nearest  town f rom thei r  home was Val ley Cl ty ,  a  d ls tance of
f i f ty  ml Ies.  Mr.  Qualey used.  to  make th ls  tn lp  three or  four  t lmes a
year and bought provlstons for the entlne famll-y. The tr ip took about
ttrree d.ays drlvlng wlth oxen.

Every spnlng the r lvor  used.  to  r lse sevenal  feet  f rom the large
rains ancl snow, and 1t happened several t lmes that the house was f looded,
and so the whole fanlLy would have to move out and l lve with the nelgh-
bors t i1 l  the house was d. ry  and the n lver  back to  normal  s ize.

The nelghbors wore Amond. Opheim, who came ln 1879, Ivan $elm ln
1EBO, John Johnson and l lvan l\ , lonson in 1881.

There were no Ind.ians rlght in the 1ocaLity, but sometlmes they
used. to come d.ornn the river and. stay anound for a few d.ays. fhere were
two that came and stayed. ln the nelghbortrood. for about two weeks. The
two o ldest  sons,  Edwin and $eIs ,  used to  go and.  v1s l t  them and br lng
them tobacco because the Indj-ans l ike i t .  One t ime ttrey had- brought
some b::ead along for the Indj-ans, but they did not d.are eat l t  t111 one
of the boys had taken a blte to show that Lt was alr lght. The boys
relate that the Indlans l ive on fresh meat that they cateh and. eat l t

perfectly raw whlle the anlsral heat ls yet in i t .  When thoy eat i t  they
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..-. , The farsa nachinery of that tlne conslsted cf a walklng plow pu11ed
.'oy one borse, a eeeder (sone sowed. by hand), a packer made frotrl a log

wlth a frame attaehed" and a reaper rvhlch cut tbe graln, but tt had to
be bound by hand.. IIowever, lt uras not so very l.ong before a bLnd.or could
be purchased. for about S250. The grain prlees were very low, not mone
than about flfty cents per bushel for wheat'

X{r. Nels Qualey bougbt the farm and Is now the present owner of the
farm. Nels Qual-ey marrled Annetto ]ff lndloss on July 17, 1905. Annette
was the daughter. of another earl-y ploneer Llving out by *o1den1ake. $be
had been a school  teacher. .

Mr. and Mrs. N. J. Qpaley have fqur chlLd.ren. They are: I{laxlnen
golng to hlgh school ln Cooperstown; RLchard, a flrst grad.en Ln school;
!f iencod.es, a flfth gr"ad.en; and Judlth, an elghth grad.er. ALl tho glnLs
and the boy ane at home. There was otre boy who d.led. whll-e ho was Just
a LlttLe baby. He wouLd. have been elghteen years.
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FI{I iqEEN, BINSRAPI{Y
John 3.  ? , ra1el :

.  The,  p ioneerr  s  parents r ,vere j f r .  and i i rs .  Edland ?. . ra Ie l r .  The
l r l onee r  h i r r se l f  i s  John  Qur ley .  T {e  was  bo rn  i n  SosnJnTo" * * l r ,  i n  l "g3b .' 16  ca :ne  to  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  w i th  b rs  pa ren ts  when  he  r vas  s i x  yea rs
31d .  J?hn_?r - l a le l r  l t ved  i n  Docge  Cor - r .n t y ,  M inneso ta ,  be fo re  co* ing
h e r e .  I { e  1 e f  t  l J i n n e s o t a  b e c a ' , r s e  o f  t h e  c i n e n  D u g ,  g r a s s h o p p e r s  I n d
o t h e r  i n s e c t s  t h a t  a t e  t h e  c r o p s .

_ l , I r .  Qt :a ] "ey had-  been to Soutn Dal rota brr t  Cidnt t  f ind the k ind.  o f
p lace  he  wan ted .  *e  s ta r ted  f ron r  h i s  ho ! ' ne  rn  r { i nn*so ta  w i tho r : t  l cn r : l z i ne
where  he  r yo r r l - d  l and  b r r t  sa id  ne  v ro : , : _ - l _C  go  wes t  r l n t i l  he  cane  to  e  r i ve r
w i th  t rees  bJ '  1 t  an r l  T rhe re  the  so i  1  l va .s  r i ch .  lVhen  he  ea .ne  to  the
She l renne  R ive r  he  ^ee l . i eC  th l s  T ! ' as  the  p laee  he  hed  been  Loc t  f ng  f i o r .
]Jr .  I ' te1e1r  a.nd + 'a in t ' l  r , r r  r r ;1 f  e  and f j " r re  ebl  l r i ren,  r i . ro ' r re  in  a covered
I .agon .  They  c?npg i  a long  the  roa r l  .  The r r  c rcssed  the  l , r i ss i ss ipp i
F . i r re r  e t  Fo r t  Sne l l i - ne  i ;  a  f e r r l '  boa t .  Qne  oaJ ,  nhen  the l r  hac1  s toppedi ' o r  d inne r  t he  sheep  f rad .  gone  a  i i t t f e  ! ?ay  e111  j -n to  the  woods .  They  had
star ted or . r t  a ia in  and had got ter r .  q ' - r i te  a.  ways f ro ,n where they had.
s topped  i : e fo re  t t : e l /  nc t i ce l  t ha t  dhe . "  haC fo reo t ten  the  shee l r .  Thenso ' l e  o f  t he  nen  ha l  t o  so  b . - . ek  an l  Ee t  t he ' . n .  The r r  C rove  no t f r  t h ;  s reepa n d  t h e  c a t t l - e .  T h e  e n i e k e n s  w e r e . i , r t  i n  s o . n e  c r a . t e s  a n d  f a s t e n e d  o nbeh ind  the  wagcn .  One  cay ,  so 'nehow,  the  c ra tes  ha . r J .  been  b roken  and
a1 l -  t he  ch ie r rens  r ro t  o r r t -  The  r rnen  i ooke rL  fo r  t he r  t ha t  even lng  and
fo r - tnd  t  u * " i v  ; i ;  ; ; " t i u i .  I  t h in r r  u re re  was  one  tha t  t hey  d i cn ' t  f i n -d . .

I t l " -  l r r a ley  and  h i s  f a rn l l y ,  qnd  sone ' ren  tha t  had  cone  wL th  thenn ,ca ine  he re  Ju l - r r  1 ,  188C.  They  had  been  on  the  roacL  fo r  a .bou t  $ i x  weer rs .
l t " '  Qu .a ley  too l t  r : p  l and  l i r r e ' ros t  p ioneers  o f  t ha t  t i n re  wh ieh  was  b r r
fo * .es tead ing .  -  F i r s t  t heJ r  eaae  ne rb  anc l  s taye r l  and  wa i te r j  f o r  t he  i anCt -o  be  s r r r ve : reC .  Th r . s  was  ca l l e . j  squa t t i ng .  I {e  a l so  ha ,d_  a  t ree  c la i rn .He  had  l n tended  to  ma l<e  n i s  hcne  fa r the r  no r : t h  abo r : t  v i l he re  A .ne ta  i sn9v{  but  happene, f  to  cof le  so: : th  b. r r  O.nunC Ooheiq where he s teyec1 onen igh t .  I ' r -  ophe in  p ron i secL  he  wou ld  he lp  ' l r .  qua ie : r  f  oo rc  f  o r  1and .  wh leh
Y3* 

just  as good and not  so far  ar , ra \ r  and sc i t  "haoplned 
that  they f  ound.t h e  p l a e e  r / h i e h  L s  h a l f  a  " n i l e  n o r t h  o f  } I e l - s , t r r a l e l i *  p l a c e .  T h i sp1a ' ce  i s  f i ve  n i l es  eas t  and  f i r re  an i i  a  ha1 f  r i l es  no r th  o f  Coopers to r . / n .l - Ie  ot l i l t  a  loz hot . r .se whlch wp-q r  r : '1qt -dered a very large notr "u"" i - i r , " t

t ime .  I t  had  two  roo rns  dowr i s ta i r r  an i j  an  .ups ta i r s  wh ich  TVas  a lnos t
I  i  l r e  a Y l  q * * i  a

s  g  U l U .

T- isua1l l r  the l r  went  to  to tv^n twiee a year .  The nearest  town was\ Ir ' l  
'1 

orr / l  i  *r '  -v  q r r t r ; J  v r  u y  w n i c h  T y a . s  f  o r t y  n r i l - e s  a w a y .  T h e s e  t r l p s  w e r e  l l a r j e  s p r . i n Ea , r d  1 ' a 1 1 .  r t  t o o l c  t w o  o r  t h r e e  d a r r s  l o , ' n a k e  t h e s e  t r i p s .
Q t ta ley r  s_neares t  ne ighoors  l l e re  Onnund_Ophe in ,  Jon i  Fanson  . {ngenr

Even  l l ongon ,  Tvo r  Se in ,  Jcnn  r roqenson  a .nc j  B ibns ta -d .
-  J o h n  Q r r a l e l r  h a d  o x e n  a s ' r o s t  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p l o n e e r s  h a d .  T h eonly  k lnd of  machiner l , r  that  the l f  had.  wes a_: . , :a l l ' rn l  p io* ,  a  none *nade

s n o o t h i n q  c r e s ,  a n d  a  c r a : ! 1 e .  r r r .  e r r a l e y  s o w e d  H i s ' g r a i n  b l ,  h a n d .$onne t in res  ne  wou . ! - c  sow fo r  o the rs .  To  th resh  the  e ra - i n  he  l a id  i t  i n  ac i r c le  and  , J rove  the  oxen  o \ re r -  i t  so  as  to  ge t  
- i ne - t ra fn  

o r r t  o f  t heheads .  Then  he  shcok  the  s ra i  n  to  i r e  s1 lof the siii*. _ ire put th" ;l3il l; :"-;;:: jlf;'":': $ifill 53; r:t,,:lll*p o u r  1 t  f r o : n  o n e  n e a s u r e  t b  a n o t h e r  t o  6 1 o w  t h e  c h ; f f  o u t  o f  i t .
.  .  The-grarns  ra ised  t re re  s : ra l1  q ra ins ,  s r - :ch  as  bar ley ,  oa ts ,  an lwheat .  The br r le I '  usua l l y  y i  e1CeC. -abor r t  th i r t l ,  n r :she f  s  to  the  a_ere
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Jonn  g .  Qr :a1ey  ( con t i nued)

wh l1e  the  whea t  y ie1 , ' 1eC a .bo r r t  twen ty - f i ve .
l lood was t fg t la l1v r rse 'J  for  r ' ' :e1 .  Sonet i "nes s t raw was r rsed.
ine year  the Sheve-r - 'e  F. i , l rer  f lco. rer i  ter r ib l r r .  There was wat  er

in  the Qr:a ley hor fse so the oe. :p le  hac i -  to  ' rove out  for  nearL- ' ;  two
wee ' l r s .  They  s te l red  w i  t h  t he i r  ne ig i : no rs  Cur in4  tha t  t i " , r e .  f hey
ha .u1e r1  the  ca t t l e ,  nogs  and  o the r  a ,n i ' na l s  r - rp  on  Cry  l anc i  nea - r l r r  r l n
t c  t !  e  h i l - l  s .

Jonn ! r :a1el /  ' ] rar r ie ' l  r fa , r tha Gi lderhus at  loCge Corrnty  in  Jr :1y
1u64 .  Q t ra ley r  s  < lescendan ts  a re  r1 i r s .  A lbe r t  l , a rson ,  l " { r s .  A .  I  .  r . { cnson ,

" r .  l r e l s  ' f ' ; a1€y ,  A l l  O f  COOpetS tOrvn ,  l :O r th  DekOta ,  , , , , 1 rs .  C la ra
1 . I f i ndness  o f  ! ' ' i n i ey ,  ) ' o r th  !ako ta ,  l f r s .  " r .  

r r i .  Jenson  o f  T to re rnan ,
l , { on tana ,  S l ve r  Qr ra ley  o f  $ i l ve r ton ,  Oregon ,  and  g r lw in  Qr : r . a1ey  o f
S r  s k a t c h e w n n ,  C a n e d a .

Jonn  l r i a ley  d  red  i n  Oc tobe r  19? ( )  a t  r i n1e1 r ,  l r c r th  Deko ta ,  a t
tne  hone  o f '  h i  s  Caugh te r ,  1 . { t s .  01a ra  ' . , r y i ndneg .q .  He  was  b r r r i eC  a t  t he
SheL'enne va l1ey church .  l , l rs  .  Q.ra1e.r r  d  1"  ed a f  ew years bef 'ore .

- - - T t r d  i  t h  A r r : t  I  = r r
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+ \ i r r ' I / VIThe : i lO I leSr f  S  p"* I : jnLc  HeXe id r , .a r^d  ' r r . i *  

I i . l J * r r , . t  - - i . rs1 ; - ,y .  - i i r *  . ,1* i : r i r : I '
: : i r td*I i '  1r Jchn ' ; )r-r tLey. l is s* i :  b*.rr l  t ] l  . :1.  *r i ,  i , lor i r* .y,  i*  l ; iE:.  

- l l *

Ci: , rgr3 1*  t i :e  f "Tni ts* .  f t$ ; ' f *S r r r l . t l  i :1q. )s t€y: t *  $ . ; ] { r i  } } *  ue i*  * lx  y* .sr*  *1 i1 ,
{nlo ,).r.1e1"*y 1tv*ri  lrr l i r}, l?Ss S,*unf,y, l{ irr: ;e#cti-. ,  betor.; r-r6,i ,Lri4{" i"rgrg. {}g
1*ft Flnn***t8. *r.,g,*;pg13 .*i '  ths cJ,l l*h l :r* i$, i :r$$qlr.: :$irerr a; l ,J 6th*rr, l :rgeats
thil* b : t,T t ?i il c ii{}p6. l

1 ' r .  { i l : :  I . : . r  ; t . t ' 1  b * , } n  ! r  ' l t r : t h  l ) r ' r : I  l ; u i  . i i . ] n t t  L l ; r , 1  t ; r ' r f  l l t r - l l  , , i : '  : : 1 t c *
J:e u'a.n!q*, ; i* *t i l r tr:11 frrxq hls ,1:r:;*e 1n' l l tnn*rert* wlt l :r*rrt )rr l*s;J.n::. ;  'e: i*rs
? tg , r * i r ' l "C  l , : r : ' ' , 1  b r " i t  Rn i : l  h *  : . t u l r j , , : . s  r i : ; t  u ; : t i l  h .e  c r r , t g  t , l  I  r i v *g : r i t h
trgta iJy 1 t i in,J xitet* t f tr-,  gSll  f ' { i  $ r1*l i ,  , jh*n h* sri , , ir€i in t i : t l  : l i j ;}  S.r in$' f {1vt : r  h*  *e* : ! i }oe l  ' th1*  wn,r :  the- ; :1r ,ce he !x : r ; i ,  bs}$r i r  i . , r * i l ' tn i :  l ' } r . .  }Jr , ' i iua} .*y
i 'nC f  i r t l . ly ,  wl fe  i :nd f l lVe ch iLr l l  *n ,  * r .3 ' lc  l : r  a  c . , ) r .1{ j r ' * * . .J*  l r ' : r , '? i1 .  T l l : * ry
cl 'np*d 'r lrn; i  i i : ;"* rnrd. f i tey *f inrrt 'r j  t i i* l ' i .  str irg, l ,p: ir1 ,qLv.*i st l 'nyt ?ttel, l l -
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