Blography of Otto M. Ronglien
--Thelma Overby

iy parents names were Martin E. Ronglien and Anna Westkvam Ronglien.
liother was born in Toten, Norwey, father was born in Hurdslen, Norway.
Neme is Otto M. Ronglien. I was born in Hurdelen near Oslo, Norway, the
twenty-first deay of September, 1864.

lly parents immigrated to America when I was four years old. They
settled in Trempeleau County, Wisconsin. I was the youngest of eight
" children, all my brothers having farms of their own, I decided to strike
out and get something for myself. North Dekota was more advertised in
Wisconsin than any other stste. Lots of men left Wisconsin et that time
to take homesteads in North Dskota.

I came out here in the fall of 1885 on the Northern Pacific Reil-
road to Dszey where I was met by my cousin, John Clemenson. The same
dey I welked twenty-two miles northwest from Dazey to the farm of Ole
Felring where I was going to work during hsrvest. I arrived at sundown,
stopping once for lunch. I worked for different farmers during the
season for gome years, meking Dazey my headquarters until the spring of
1800 when I filed a2 tree claim on which my present home isg located on
section 28, Township 144, Range 59, one hundred snd sixty acres. I
built a frame house on the claim, 14x16, that I lived in for many yesrs.
The nearest town was Dezey, six miles from my cleim, that boasted of two
stores, two saloons, one hotel, one school house. My nearest neighbors
2t thet time were John Milray, Tom Mossing, and Michsel Monson, 2ll in

the same section. A mile or 80 away were Aslak Gunderson, Austad Brot-
hers, and John Lilja.

I started in farming with two oxen, one horse, seeding only wheagt
et first, later flax. Some years ylelds were good but more years poor.
Fuel in those days was anything that was to be hsd for nothing mostly.
Some hauled brush from the Sheyenne river about ten or fifteen miles.
There was always straw to burn. Rellroad ties could be hsd for three

cents a piece and North Dakots lignite was two dollsare snd fifty cents
a ton.

Prairie fires were common in those firét years and my house hsd one

narrow escape from burning up. Luckily I saw the fire coming and hed
time to plow fire breaks around it.

In 1898, I built g big up to date barn during the summer snd Just
as harvest commenced, the barn barely resdy, lightning struck the barn
and burned it to the ground with carpenters tools and one hundred chickens
inside of it. Three men and myself were sleeping upstairs in the barn
et the time but we 211 escaped with a good scare.

June, 1908, I married Mrs. Ellen O. Larson gt Fargo, North Bakota.

My present home was built in 1901 and 1s a frame gddition to the-original
homsge.
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Otto M. Ronglien

My parents names were Yartin E. Ronglien and Anna Westkvam Ronglien.
Mother was born in Toten, Norwayv; father was born in Hurdalen, Norway.
Name is Otto M. Ronglien. I was born in Hurdalen near Oslo, Norway,
the twenty firet dav of Sentember 1834. : :

My parents immicrated to America when T was four years old. They
settled in Trempeleau Countv, Wisconsin. T was the voungest of eight
children, all =y orother having farms of their own, T decided to
strike out and get sowething for myself. North Dakota was more ad-
vertised in Wiscéonsin than any other state. Lots of men left Wisconsin
at that time to take homesteads in ¥Worth Dakota.

T came out here in the fall of 1885 on the Northern Pacific
Railroad to Dazev where T was met by my cousin, John Olemenson. The
same day I walked twenty two miles northwest from Dazey to the farm of
Ole Feiring where T was zoing t0 work during harvest. I arrived at
sundown, stoppins once for lunch. T worked for different farmers during
the season for some vears, making Dazey my headguarters mntil the '
spring of 1890 when I filed a tree claim on which my present home is
located on Section 28, Township 144, Range 59, one hundred and sixty
acres. I built a frame house on the claim, 14 by 18, that I lived in
for many years.

The nearest town was Dazey, six miles from my claim, that boasted
of two stores, two saloons, one hotel, one school house. My nearest
neignhbors at that time were Jonn Milray, Tom Mossing, and Michael
Monson, all in the same section. A mile or so away were Aslack Cunder-
son, Austad Brothers, and John Lilja.

I started in farming with two oxen, one horse, seeding only wheat
at first, later flax. Some Years yields were good but more vears were
poor. Fuel in those days was anything that was to be had for nothing
mostly. Some hauled brush from the Sheyenne River about ten or fifteen
miles. There was always straw to burn. Railroad ties could be had for
three cents a piece and North Dakota lignite was two dollars ana fifty
cents a ton. :

Prairie fires were common in those first yvears and my house had
“Ne narrow escape from burning up. Luckily T saw the fire coming and -
had time to plow fire breaks around it.

In 1898 T built a big up to date barn during the summer and just
as harvest commenced, the barn barelv ready, lightning struck the barn
and burned it to the ground with carpenters tocls and one hundred
chickens inside of it. Three men and myself were sleeping upstairs
in the barn at the time but we all escaped with a good scare.

June 1908 T married Mrs. Ellen 0. Larson at Fargo, Yorth Dakota.
My present home was built in 1901 and is a frame addition to the
original house.
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My parents names were Martin ¥. Ronglien snd Auna Westkvam Ronglien. .

HMother 'was born in Toten, Norwsy, father was born in Burdalen, Norway.
o Rame is Dtto ¥. Ronglien. 1 wae born in Rurdalen near Oslo, Norway,
© the twenty first day of September 1884, : e A B R e
‘,,»ﬁy£¥ar&nta lmmigreted to America wher I was four yesrs old.. They
o pett
.~ ‘children, 211 wy brother having farme of their own, 1 dscided $o stirike
© - out and get sowething for myeelf. North Dskots wee more gdvertised in
. "ipconsin than any other state, Lote of men leéft Wieconsin &t that
& time to teke howestesds in North Dekete, = =~ 3
. A1 came out here in the full ‘of 1885 on the Northern Pacific Reilrosd to
~ ‘Dazey where I was met by my eousin, John Clemenson, The pame day I ©
- malked twenty two miles northwest frow Dszey to the farad of Ole Veiring
“where I wed going to work during harvest. 1T arrived at sundown, stopping
once for lumch. I worked for different farmere during the sgesson for ¥
some yesrs, making Dezey my headquerters until the spring of 1380 when :
1 £iled a tree cleim on which my present howe ie located on Ssction 28,
.. Township 144, Range 59, onme hundred and sixty aecres, I buiit.a,fxamo

house on the claim, 14x18, thaf I:lived in for many years. - P s
_~The nearest tosn Wac Dazey, sixz miles from my clalm, that boseted of
- two stores, two saloons, oné hotel, one aschool houge, H{ neerest neighe
‘bors at that time were John ¥ilray,. Tow ¥Mossing, and Mf% ael Monson, - -

led in Trewpeleau Oounty, Wisconsgin. 1 was the youngest of sight L

‘all in the sewe section, A mile or 80 away were Aslak Ounderson, Austed # ;

s'fA”F“I started in feraming with wo oxen, 'one horse, éeeﬁing only wheat at

first, ldter flax. Bowe yeasrs yiclds were good . but more yeare poor,

Fuel in those daye was aznything thet was to be had for nothing sostly.

 Jome heuled brush. from the Sheyenns river sbout ten or fifteen ailes.

' There was zlways etraw to burn. Reilrosd ties gould be hsd for three .
. eents s plece snd North Dekota lignite wae two dollare end fifty cents

e 1“¢7?rairta fires were Gommon in thoee first vearse and ny house had oné

narrow ¢scspe f{rom Burning up. Luckily I wsaw the fire couming znd had
. tlme to plow fire bresks around 1%, = ' . pigt :
vIn 1898 I bullt.a big up to date barn during the summser sad just ss

]

harvest cowsenced, the barn barely ready, lightning struck the barn smd .

burned it to the ‘ground with carpentere tools and one hundred chickens
inside of it. Three men and wyself were sleeping upstairs in the barn :
o At the time but we 2ll esdsped with a good soare, Rt
. WJune 1808 I married Mrs, Elien 0. lLarseon at Fargo, Forgh Dokots, ~
My present-home was built in 1801 and is o frame sddition to the ori-
{ ; ‘ : =

R house.
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