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. 1

ir iy parents ne".mes were hlartln E. Rongllen e.nd" Anna Westkvam Rongllen,i"other was born ln Toten, Norwayr, father was born 1n Hurd.alen, Norway.Name ls Otto &I.  Rongl len.  t  wai 'bonn in Hurd.alen near Oslo,  Norway, thetwenty-f l rst  d.ay of  September,  1964.

&iy parents imrnlgrated to Amerlca when I was four years old.. Theysettred' 1n Trempelearj County, Wtscon;1n. - I-war-ttt.--youngest of elght-chl Idren, 
al l  my brothers rravrng rarms-or their  or t r ,  I  d.ecld.ed to str lke

-?9t and' get somethlng_ for myseli. North Dakota r"r'more ad.vertlsed. inl l l lsconsln than a"ny o[her state.  Lots of  men rJr t -wrsconsln at  that  t lnreto take homestead_s 1n North peJcota. 
-

f  cane out here 1n the fel l  of  1885 on the Northern pacl f lc  Ralr-road._to ??"gv where r was met' 'by ny cousln, John clemeneon. The sameday r walked' twenty-two mll.ee nbrthwesf from Dazey to the farrn of oleFetrlng where 
T y"f golng to work durlng narvesi. 

- 
r arrlved. at eund.own,stopplng once for luich. " I worked. ior--arrrerent farmers d.urlng theseason for sgT-e years, maklng Da.zey my head.qua.rterJ-untl l the sprlng ofL990 when r f11ed a tree--clafm on iorrrlrr my present home ls loca.ted. onsectlon 28, T"yi:!!o -Iat: nalgg og, o"; hirnb.red *r,a-rr*ty acres. Ibu11t a frame house- on the clilm, iexio, that r ilved" ln for many years.The neanest toyo was De.zey, s1x ml1es from my cle. lm, that  boasted. of  twostores,  two galoonsr.  one i ioter,  one schoor house. My nearest  nelgtrborset that tlme were ,r6nn luillray,'Tom lvlosstng; ,na-rtrr"itlur-fr"r"J","iir 1n' f ,he sane sectlon. A mlle-or so awa.y were-Aelak Gunaerson, Austad. Brot-herer &nd. John L11Ja.

I started'- 1n-farmlng wlth two oxen, one horse, seed.lng only wheate. t  f l rst ,  later f lax.  sSme years y le ld.s were good-but more yee,rs poor.Fuel 1n those- d-a.ys^was anytrrrn[-i i ." i-*"r to be ha,d for nothlng mostly.some hauled' brusL from tirl srreilernJ *i i"r about ien or f lfteen m11es.fhere was a.lways stnaw to bunnl n*rr"oad. t1e* 
"ouia-be 

had. for. threecente a l)lece and North Dakota. l lg;it;-was two d.olle-rs a.nd. f lfty centsa. ton.

Pralrle flres were coinmon 1n those flrst years and. rny house had. onenarroly esce'pe from burnlns up. _ Lucklly I satr the- ir i* comlng and. had.t lme to plow f l re breaks Iround l t .

rn 1898, r bullt a blg up to d.ate barn d.urlng the summer and. Justas harvest commeneed', the Earir ba.reiy-reaay, l lghtnlng struck the barnand' burned' lt to. the-grouna-*itf i""#p*r,i.r" toofs and. one hundred. chlckenslnsld'e of 1t' . fhree i len and myJerr fr"-". sleeplng upstalrs ln the barnat the t lme but we al l  escaped.-wr i r r  a-gioe scare.

June, 1908, r  ma*led Mrs.  El1en 0.  Larson at  Fargo,
|l iy present hone was bu1lt tn 1go1 ana is a frame ad.dltLonhoEge.

North fakote,.
to the-or lg lnal



FI I \ IEER SrngRAPT lY
Otto l l .  F .cnr : . l - i  en

.  .  " l '  oarer ts  nar : les .1Tere I 'ar t rn  T.  Ron: . i j .en and Anng r=yesi l r r ra ,n R+n: :1 ien.1'othcr we-s b:r: i  1r T,:ten, ' : torra'r;  f i , ther was hor-- l  i1 l :r-;-1.,^r6.- l-en, i lor- ir:r1" 
"

- lp" , t , : :  is  0 t t r  nr .  lon.c- ]  ie . .  f  " ras Dafn i -n  r r ]1 : - l , i  1err .  neer  is io ,  ororr i : t i . , ,
t he  t r , l en t "  - ' i r s i  , r ;  " ,  f  f  Se - : t e , , iDe f  1S34 .

- . - l i l i  na ren t ' o  j - - " " i * ra t .ed  to  Aner i ra  ' . r l : en  T  r " ras  f c , l r  l , ' ee rs  c l - . I .  Tne1 .Set t leC i  n  Tre.npel -eF.r :  CCU:r t l r ,  ' : . I r  seOnSi  n.  r  r . ra ,s  t_ f  e  , ror ;n-ect  a ! .  e i ,1ntcn i l a l ren ,  a1 ' l  , " r . r  c ro t l eF  ha .v i * .?  f i , : r . . r s  e f  t i - : e i r  f i t n ,  f  l e ; iO"eC t c " -  
-

s t r i l le  Or- r t  end : ie t  so ret l : : i - r .a  f  opaysel f  .  l lo : : th  De, .ota i1ra.s  " rore a_c1_ve r t i  sec  i n '  T i  s6nns i  r  t ha r  i n1 '  o the r  s tn  te .  I , o t r  i f  ' , r e .  l - e f  t  T i se . )ns i re t  t ' . r t  t i r n e  t c  t a r r e  h c r e s t e a 4 s  i n  1 ' 3 r t h  l r , l c t a . .?  ce ' ,1e O' : r , t  he: :e  i - r  the ja . l . l_  Of  lgyS o l1 tne t "Or tnern pa.c i f ie
l la i  1 , ' 'oeC to Dazel r  r , : i1 tgr6 f  r , tas ,net  b1,  .6_, , ,  cor ls i -n ,  Jonn , l l -e . , renson.  TheSane Cf i . ' , '  J  'TA1' : r  '  t i , ;e : " t r r  i ro  ' , i i  1es nOr inr r iest  : i . . f  i .  I  l ,Aze r . ,  tC t ie  fFr  ,  o f0 1 e  F e i r i n , i  ? J i ' e r e  r  " ^ o  - ' r i - n 3 ' t o : , , , o r r : , J . ' r r i r r g  n a r v e s t .  r  a . r r i v e c l  a t
i " t l d l : l l  ^ s to , r i ' " '  once  fo r  l l i n ; ; .  

- i  
' oo= rced  f c r  d i  o - "e re .n t  f ey re rc  f . : 11 f  n1 : rtne seas)n f? :  sc te  . i . . re : ' rsr  - ' : , is . l t in i  f rnzerr  :nr r  ho&:1. r ; r : .gr .1grg . , t l t j_- l -  t i :esp r in " ' '  o f ' 11 " : ' 0  1 ' ; i r s '  I  f i l c ' r  e  t ree  c1a i , ' r  , r n  vn iCn  nJ ,  p resen t  hc rne  t sl -cca, teC 3n Sect ion - ' : r - r ,  Tow:rs : i .p  L4,1,  ,  nur i ;e '  S: l - i r ru  

' " rnc l red"  
an6_ s ix tyacres '  T  br : i  l - t  a  f  r - : ' , re  j : . r - rse an t l :e  c la i 'n ,  1 , i  n : ; - r4 ,  t r r ,  f ,  f  l i . , , rer i  inr ' o r  . : . ! a1 i1 r  

J rgn_ rs .
The nearest  tor , . . l r  uas Da.ze-1, r ,  s ix  ' r1 , . ,1  es f  ro , - r  ' , r . . , ,  c1r i ,n ,  that  :nastedo f  two  s to res ,  t l l o  sa loons ,  one  hc te t ,  one  scnoc . . . l _  i : , _11 tse .  r r1 , r  nea res tn€ l J t  b r r s  a t  . t l i  t  t : -  t e  f , , , e re  i cnn  l i i  I  r aJ r ,  To , i r  l " oss i rg ,  an :1  : , i c i : t e l_l ' ionsrn,  a- i - l -  in  t i :e  sa- ' )1e sect lon.  *q l , r i re  or  s)  pvra l . r  y i rere As- '_ac, r  ] r rnJer-s o n ,  A u s i a C  S i c t h e r s ,  l . : t c i  J c h : :  L r 1 j a .
I started in- i 'arr:r i i :g uri th tuc o:;e", ,  one h crse , seec.in[.t  onl_3, l . , , tr ea ta t  f i r s t ,  l a i e r  f 1 - " 1 1 .  s 5 n : e  l - e e r S  f  i s r - i - n , , = " "  1 c o : l  i , i  , r o r e  J r e e r s  i l , e r epoor .  F ' . re l -  : - n  t . , os€  : i aYs  ouo*  a : : i r t . . i r l  i na i  

"n . r - t a ,  
I e  na l  f . o r  n l t h r .nqr icst l - r , r .  Sone i :au lec1 i : r i . r -sh I ' ro , l  the Sie l renne, i , i r rer  abcr : - t  ten or  f . i : i teentn i  1es '  The re  tas  a lu l ' e r r s  s t r i  r  t o  c ' t " . . '  i t a i l : : oad  t i es  gg r ; t - r i  i l e  nac  f : o rth ree  cen ts  a  n iece  anC I ' o r th . !e l r l t a  L i i ' l r . t e  r . - , ,Rs  i uo  do l l e rs  a ! , " j  f 1 l . t r . .c e r t s  e  t o n .  

r ' J r - c r o  r  :  i '

Pra i r i e  f . ' i r es  r - re re  oo , ' t : ) 1o r r  i n  t nose  f i r s t  l / ee . r s  en i t , , r l r  hc r l se  ha . . ine narror /  o ;qc[ ; -cc i ' ro : t t  burn in: :  ]n , . , .  r . , : . rc l l i l - : '  T  so" i - i , ,e  f i re  co, ' inE-  e 'd .na i i .  t i  r e  t o  r ^ ,1 ) r ' ;  f i  r e  t ,Tea ' : s  , r r : , r r " l  i t :
Tn l 's ' j8  I  b ' l i1 t  a  i r i - . '  r l - 'n  tc i  cnte 'cer l  . : l ' : r i  * l r  t " i - :e  sr . l : f l ' rer  an. l l  . i r is t&3  t lF r l res t  co  i renced ,  t f i e  

' b i i r n  
Dere1 , ,  rea l ' r r ,  r i : _ i i t ; ; - ; " " * t3 . , l " i , ' f a "  t - , a rnand  b ' ' r  r e ' j  i t  t o  t he ' , . r rounc  r r y i t h  ce r re r te rs  to :1s  and .  cne  h , : -nc re r ie f  Lc l re rs  i ns l ^e  o f  1 t .  T .h ree  ' . r e l  a : . r ' - r  ' r l r se r f  l l g r .g  s1ee l r rn i .  r - l . ns ta j  r sin  t i :e  ba. rn at  the t i ' : ie  b ._: - t  - . re  a1 ' .  esc i . . r - :eJ r , ,1 i th  a :oor l  sc€rr€.- ' l ' r r -ne  1 i : ?ny  r  ' i a r r i ed  : j r s .  E r , r . e r  i .  t . " , r l c :  * t ' r a i Jo ,  1 .o r tn  f r : . o ta .l i 1 ' '  p r e ' l e n t  f i o ' . . e  v p s  b : r i L t  j . r  l ? f - r -  : r i .  i s  a - 1 " " = u  

" e O ; t i o n  
t o  t h eo r i c r n a l  n c , . 1 s e .

--?.ire1:ee Overbv

t?



.tf Hy pa?fin$s n&mss ssr& Hartin Lrl, Rsnglten
Sather-ras bstrn in f*tsnr $*rxey, fnttrEq
Iissrp l.e,.Otto U. FongLten. I rcs"* horn tyr' 
lhe trran-ty flrsr dei of teptenber. t.BS4.

,xfr;Y p$.r*lrte lm'S16fs"te{t ts il*lertss sh"an f
settl.** ln l?empclta"!.r $ urrty, sls#rnsl,n,
ehlldrepr qXt m:r brsther f:s'vinp' fnrsuu _t:f
out and get u.rqethta$ for mye*lf, i l$rth
sl*aonsln than *ny other state, Lote gf
tf,rne to tek* h;tnnesteado ln !{ort}i Snhcts.

+,,{"I*-0"*-8*
&rtcl *$t:s i$t**kyas. $lorffili*a..
sa * h+rn [n Har$e.lefi r.' Sor*fty.
F{urd;*l.en ti6&,r Ss}o n Sstrreiy,

wae fnnn ysars ol-q!.. Thay
f ws.s the y*ungnet *f etght \

th*l"s slFtrrr I dectsrc? to etrlhe
il*'ltot* w$.F. rrsrs wdvertls.bd tn
men Left vlaconeln s.t  that

^{7" Q$ne ctlt here l.n the feil '*f }SS$ on thc* Sorthern. pe.crfte lratlroad to' i lapg9,whurn I  wae.*at by ray nnu*ln, John *Isnantron, rne du'bdiy I
v*3herl twenty ttro ntles noitliseet'fr*m [,]an*g to ttrs rarru ci ot[-belrtng
thsre I wae.liutn$-to urgrq durlng-hr.ryest. i nmlvert at e.rn*o*nr *h.spptry
orlcs fQr, Lunch,. I wprhsrj f,pr nlf,feront fa,rmere rlurlng ttre sssson fbr'
foq?-yqr*?*r umklng.Ilaaey gy lieadrlu*r'tertr rrnttl the,eBifrry of lclg* whcn
I f lXed a tree clainr on nhlch m.y preeent l i* ins tr  lo*h,te*fsn $eation aS,

. Townahtp 144, Henge Ss, one rruni irbe &nd.,mt. lr ty asres," 
- i  

r i i r i - i -F"**"
houee oI tfre claln, l4xL8p that I l lvr:,d [n fbr $&.riy yedrn.
Th* ; ier, ,rept tosn *a'  i lue*y, slx xi l les "from ey-clalni ,  t l rr*t  bogsted.of
lY9 atcret r . tTg ea lcon* ,  cne i to te l ,  $nc rochol l  n lu t i .  i {y  neereat ' i i rgn-
bors at thst t l ine n'ore John tt t l rayr,t ' ln l {couingr.*.nr l  Slohe*l Honson,
all" in ths srl.$e sectl.sn* il ralls bi.eo $waJr weli Anlak *un*eru*n, xunte.d

- I : ro thers ,  nnd Jobn Lt r l ja ,' r I  stertcc trr  ferruirr*;  * i tu bs.r oxon,r 'oire horse, see(l lna , .rr ly whed.t et
f l rst '  ldtsr f lal ,  

-$owe 
y€prH ytr ieis were goirt .but rurre yaarp poor,

iue] . - ln  lhoee,*nyo war  enyth l r rg . ;  thst  wae to*be l r r rd  for  no i i r i i r * ,hoet ) .y .
tgoe .liauleii, bruAir. f rou the f heyennq rlver *baut t6n rr f lf,touil rrlles.'  thero wae e.ruaye etraq to burn, Fr.r l ror-c3 t len coutr l .brg hed.for thrae
ctnt$ c pkcc tnd i lorth-D*kot* t tgntte r&s two dol lnrn nnd,f l f ty centr

-e ton,'rrPrslt ls 
f l ree rero oor{ i lon in those f, trst ysnrn'Fnd m} },cuae ha.d one

l?msy ses*po*from-.burntrg trF" - lTot tly I usw the flie comlng nnd had
^ tl;ue to plow f{re breake araund lt. '
t '  In 1898 I bul l t 'a Lr lg up to de.te ber.n r lur lns th€ su;r l i rer +nd juet asharvcat co{8rasrrsed,, t}re_barn- barol"y rce*y, l ixhtnlng *truck t , [e barn and

busngd lt to the '6roirnd rvlth corpenters tocJ"e e.nlt 6ne hundre{ ehl*kcns
tnsld{r ::f tt. f,hree nen and ,uysetf rrsro eleep!.n6 upetnire Ln tns t#n

*at t l rs 'ul ,r .e but re n}l  ceonp*i. l  wlt i r  a ,grcd sc"rel' lJune 19'JB r oarr laci lsrs. , , l ien 0. '  l ,srecn at ! .arg.r1 Forgl:  $:kota,.
Xf prEeent *hs;*e was iruXlt Ln X,SSI anrl te a .'framf ad*.ttXan to 1he ,-1rL*
Uflal h*uss.

FIS:\i-g[R *I*3FApF{Y
Stt6 S. lto*gli*n

-*flr*lrner. *v*rby


