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Chrl  st  Lne
pioneers 01e l lorvlg and . l-nga idarie Berg v.rere born of Jtustin anC

I lorv ig  and Ingeborg and Aren SerS res i :ect ive ly

01e i 'ras born in June, 1g4t in Flengebog, Gulbransdalen, i{orvray v,rhere
he gpent  h is  ch i ld ,hood ancl  ear ly  manhood.  l ie  vras inarr ied.  in  0s1o,(Chr is-
t i .anta)  l iorway in  the year  IA72,

As both craved a c i range of  conct i t io : i :  and a bet ter  chance for  ad"vance-
rnent ,  ( tne l ln l teC $ta i ,es was t i ren belng boorned.  as f rThe la-nd of  oppor iun l ty l ' )
t?rorr  r len- l r ier l  tO emlgrate to  the Uni ted States.  ?hey le f t  C.nr- is t lana onu v  v ; u v u

t  se i  I  i  nr "  r rcsss] .  The wj -nd.  v /as very i r regular  in  i ts  ve loc l ty ,  Soi f lo t l :nes
be lng  en t i re l y  beca lmed  anC a t  o the r  t i i nes  i n  rag ing  ga les .  T i re  passen-
gers vrore al- inost entirely eniigrants fronr l . lorrvay. The i: lajori ty of the
people suf fer"ed.  consj -derably  but  01e,  hav in;  once beeu a sa i lor :  vrss not
seasick.  As a resul t  he had to  take cere of  . i -nany of  the passengers ancl
ad -n i -n i s te r  t o  t l ' r e l - r  d i f f  i cuL t i es .

The.y arrj .ved in i i lev,i  Yoric and after a sl 'Lort delay set out for i i{ inne-
sota.  They set t led i lear  r ' i iLmar,  , ' ' i innesota,  br - r t  a f ter  a  year  t i rey rvent
to frorth" Dakotar'  (t irere was a lano booin t irere t i : .en) wltere they took up
a hoinestead of  160 acres t i l  Sect i -on 34 Wi l lorn i  Torvnship,  Gr . iggs County
I t  waa harc l  to  get  the exact  locat ion of  land then as the land hacl  not
been surveyed at the t l ine. Vtrhen i i f  was surveyed, the people for:.nd that
tho r r  l r r sd  bcc r r  WOfk ing  pa f t s  O f  so lneone  e l se rS  l and ,  wh l l e  SOmeOne e ISe
*rrs  lvork lng a par t  o f  tho l rs .

The f irst house was r:rade of logs ",vir ich 'rere ha.uled by oxelt frorn the
$heyenne I l lver and a f er.r froin l led ;r i i l low Latrce. The logs had to be sav,red
l r : r  hend -  ,nr l r i r :h  r r ras a s fow ancl  cruc le job.  The ueig;hbors,  01e 01son and
John Paul -sonrhelped consid.er .ab ly  in  the constrnct lon of  the house.

' Ihe beasts  of  br : - rc len were o: .en which ' rere u.sec l  for  joy r id inp- ; ,such
oc rnni ' r r  J :n  " l lu fch,  as l . , le l l  as t " ro fk . ln  bhe f le l -ds vrhere they l t foved qul teq D  
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serv iceanl -e ' lvhen t i :e  yoke was r rsed and even l i loue serv lceable af ter  l :an-
nesses vrore in t r "oduced. .

T i re  crops most  co. , i - tcn ly  ra ised were ' . ' rheat  and oats .  lhe pr ices vrere
quite htgh the f irst fev,r years, but vrere very loyr 1t the t l-rne wh.en Cleve-
iand was pres ld-ent .  The bu.rp lus ( rvh lc i r  was l l t t le)  vras hauled to  Val ley
i ' ' ! i { - r r  r r r r r {a } r . r og  the  nea feS t  tOWn a t  t l r . e  t l r ne l  l n  f e t r r f n  fO f  O the f  l t l nd .S\ /  I  U J  ,  t v l . i . J V r r  t ! (

o f  n e c e s s l t i e s .

' Ihe f i rs t  ] rear  th .e crop lnras dest royed by a severe hai ls torm,  and ln
severe l ,  Succeed. ing years the gophers t ' Iere qui te  dest ruct ive.

The fuel rvas wood. which riras irauled. frorn lted ,Tillovr Latrce. 'fhe hard.-
shl1:s were f ightlng prair le f ires in sumlner and fal l ,  and in the r,vinter
1t  .was to  su-rv ive the wint ry-gales whi -eh svtept  lhe t ree less PJpins"
Tirere a},vays was plenty to eat and fuel to burn, but there r, 'refe no J.u:luries
: - ' r1  verv l l t t le  chance for  advancenent  as a far iner .  Wv
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