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The pioneers Ole Rorvig and Tnga Marie Berg were born of Austin and

hristine Lorvig and Ingeborg and Aren Berg respectively.

Ole was born in June, 1849 in Rengebog, Gulbransdalen, Vorway where
he spent his childhood and early manhood. He was married in Oslo,(Chris-
tiania) Norway in the year 1872

- As both craved a change of condition and a better chance for advance-
ment, (the United States was then being boomed as "The land of opportunity”)
they décided to emigrate to the United States. They left Christiana on
e salling vessel. The wind was: very irreguler in its velocity, sometimes
being entirely becalmed and at other times in raging geles. The passen-
gers were almost entirely emigrants from Norway. The majority of the
people suffered considerably but Cle, having once been a sailor, was not
geasick. As a result he had to take care of many of the passengers and
administer to thelr difficulties.

They arrived in New York and after a short delay set out for Minne-
sote. Tney settled near Wilmar, WMinnesota, but after a year they went
to North Dakota,; (there was a land boom there then) where they took up
a homestead of 160 acres in Section 34 Willow Township, Griggs County.

It waa hard to get the exact location of land then as the land had not
been surveyed at the time. When 1t was surveyed, the people found that

they had been working parts of someone else's land, while someone else

A8 working a part of thelrs. :

The first house was made of logs which were hauled by oxen from the
uhevenne River and a few from Red Willow Lake. The logs had to be sawed
by hend, which was a slow and crude job. The ne1thors, Ole Olson and
John Paulson,helped considerably in the construction of the house.

" The beasts of burden were oxen which were used for joy riding,such
as going to church, as well as work in the fields where they proved quite
serviceable when the yoke was used and even more serviceable after har-
nesses were introduced.

he crops most commonly raised were wheat and oats. The prices were
‘gquite high the first few yearo, but were very low at the time when Cleve-
land wes president. The surplus (which was little) was hauled to Valley
City, which was the nearest town at the time, in return for other kinds
of necessitiles.

The first year the crop was destroyed by a severe hallstorm, and in
severel Succeeding years the gophers were gquite destructive.

The fuel was wood which was hauled from Red Willow Lake. The hard-
ships were Tighting prairie fires in summer and fall, and in the winter
1t was to survive the wintry -gales which swept the treeless plains.
There always was plenty to eat and fuel to burn, but there wq?e no luxuries
~d very little chance for advancement as & farmer. w
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