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q"?1 Danlel Rgss was born ln Brand.on, Verrnont, August 4, 1S5O.rne second ch11d, there belng e_ daughter younger*than he and oneder.  H1s parents were Joseph-Geruy ind" Lavlna Danlels Ross. H1swa.s a- praet lc lng phystclan for f l f ty- two years.

fn ear ly l l fe }uir .  Ross was sma1l and. weak owlng to cont lnued. s lckness,
and. th1s, counled. wlth the fact that hls eyes were not strong, ma,de hlm
backward ln hIs stud. les.  A severe at tack of  the measl-es,  occurr lng when
he was,16, caused. such permanent lmprovement ln h1s eyeslght that  h.e was
enablecl to take up hls academlc work at i ' i ldd-1ebury, whlther h1s parents
had. moved. ln 1859. He grad.uated. from 3,i1d-d.lebury college ln 1852, and.
th ree  years  la te r  he  took  h ls  master . ts  d .egree f rom the-same lns t i tu t lon .

In 1858 he and h1s brother went to Kentuclcy to teach. There was
not a cont lnuous ral l road. between Buffalo and Cleveland. at  thr t  t1me,
and. i t t r .  Ross lef t  Buffplo on a lake steamer 1n the evenlng, arr tv lng at
Cleveland. the fo l lowlng , fdrenoon;, .  0n the boat he not lced-a very d. ls-
t lngulshed looklng couple,  a.nd. f rom the passengers he learned. t i rat  the
gnt lenan wa-s a Captaln Grant,  a rnl l l ta"ry-of f1c6r,  but  not then connected"
wlth the U. s. a.rmJr, and. enga,ged. ln the tannery buslness somewhere out
west. From Clevela"nd. to Clneinnatl I1r. Ross m!"ae the trlp by ral1r &rtdto l r faysl11ve, KX.,  bI  r lver eteanboat.

- Elghteen flfty-two was the cholera year, a.nd. hund.reds of people
cr' led- ln the nelghborhood. where the Rose trothers stayed.. Both of themcont rac ted-  the  d .1sease,  bu t  as  1 t  was  bu ta l lgh t  fo r 'n ,  they  soon re -eovered' .  Dur lng the summer of  1855, Mp. Ross-was tnvi ted to e. t tend anauctlon sale on a fa.rm nea-rby, but on learntng itra.t some slaves were to
Pg sold., he d-ecllned. to wltness what to h1m iias ; shaneful srghi. Al l t t le later,  whenabeaut l fu l  quad,roon g1r1,  employ"a 

"r  
r .  cook by anelghbor,  esca"ped to Canada 1n company i l r tn-somb other fugl t lve 

" i*rr"r ,he was-great ly qleased, though he was-prud.ent enough to keep h1s owncounse l .  Th ls  f l rs t  ex"oer le iee  w l th  the  ac tua l  *o i t rn [  
" i - ; r . ^ " " " ] ' r r r r "ah1m wlth a strong deslrb to see 1t abollshed., a.nd. fre-iropea tha.t he mlghtl lve to see thls a-ccornpl lshed.

fn 1855 he marr led,  and soon e-f ter  th ls he declded to go west.
{1".brother,  who had. marr led a Kentucky lady,  jo lned. hlm. f i " .  Rose i ladd'eeld-ed- to qo. !o fowa, but he was persi .ad.ea- io f l rst  v1sl t  wl th there le t l ves  o f  h1s  bro ther rs  w l fe  1n  nor thwestern  t r i l ssour l . .  .  Bo th  b ro thers .were so much lmpresed by the fert111ty of  the so13 and the mifaness ofthe cllmate here that they bought a, farm snd. d-eclcred. to stay. wfrJn tfre
Clv1 l  war  b roke .ou t  t ! . y  found* thenrse lves  on  oppos l te  s ldes  o f  the  ques t lon
1-t t  d lspute- r$q_1eg-1on of  i f i lssour l  was at  f l ; ' ; t  s t rongly eece*- iontr t ,
whlch mad-e 1t d-lff icu1t for i, lr. Ross wlth h1s welL knowil unlon sympathles,
fo rersaln here and- keep out of trouble. Repea-ted.ly both Orother! irta
i , l rernseLves and. thelr  horses ln the wood"s,  the one to avold.  conscr lot lon
ln the southern ?rny, the other to eseape hanglng or shootlng, 

-*iribft 
qulte

of ten was the fate of  the unlon man. I t  natuial fy feel  to t66 fot  ofi i  .  Foss to nost f requent ly hlde hlmsel f  and the larm horses-- i ro*- t i re
iayhawkers and. othe_r nlght rald.ers who lnfested. this bord.er reglon.
$r. -Ross, when he slept-at the house, kept read.y at hand a heaiy 

"ornhnlfe, hls only weaponr &s he had- ruiry d.eterntned. to sell h1s 11fe d.early1f  at tacked..
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fn the fa1l of 1862 the southern arny was d.rlven from thls part of
&l issour i ,  and. the old-er brother fe l t  conpel led.  to go to Councl l  b iuf fs,
Iowa-, . af,ter sell lng the fa,rm. The followtng sprin[ both fanil les moved.
to th is c l ty.  In 1865 Councl l  Bluf fs was one bf  t ie great centers of
western emlgrat lon,  as was also Leavenworth,  Kansas, Ind.  Nebraska cl ty,
Nebre-ska. These c1t1es were the polnts where part les golng west nad.e
jlnal s,rrsngsments for the d.angerbus and. tollsbme trlp*ovei tfre mountalns.
Ivlr. Ross lsas taken wlth the n0regon fevern and-, f lndlng tha.t h1s wlfe
was_w1111ng to 8o.,  they Jolned. a party und.er the lead.eishlp of  &lr .  Holmes,
of  Clnclnnat l .  They lef t  Councl l  g lu l fs on June 10, 1g6g, 'p*u* ing througf i
the smal l  town of  Omaha and ca.mplng the f l rst  n lght 'a rew'mi ies bEyond.
!!"t place- IIr. Holmes was accbmpinled. by hts wire and flve chll6ren"
these, wlth i i '{r. and. Ir,Irs. Ross e.nd- one chtid, ir, ir. HlnJs and. }dr. M111er,
ryad-e uB the pa.rty. fn ebout a week they overtook a-nother party fea nyCap-t .  Tutt le,  and. the pert les cornbLned. lorces therea"f ter .  fn anothergqek lhqy had overtakeh and" Jolned- another wa-€{on tratn L"fo"gf"g-;;Ed-ward Crelghton, a wealthy. man-11vlng_ln Orna,6a. There were some fortywagons ln th ls t ra ln,  each- leav] Iy tofaea wlth *er" t tatrar** for  sal t  LakeClty. Later on Holmes and ruitrel *i irr whom L.lr. noJs- traveled., becamedlssatlsfled at the slow oqgr-, a.nd. oushed on ahead. oi trre Crelghton tra"inln hope of ove,rtaklng the '1sk. exped"ii ion, wrrich, ,rrrau" government escort,was on 1ts way for Oiegon by the i ror thern route.

Soon after ttJls they Jolned. a l i iornon tra.ln of f lve we-gons, and" from
thls t lme they ma-d.e better t lme, golng wlth thelr  oxen abodt loo ml les
a. weekr &rd.  arr lved. at  Bannock Clty September 12, 1965.

The f l rst  e;old" d. lscovery 1n that reglon was on a I l t t le strea.m
ce.lIed. Gra.sshopper creek. The canp was flven the np-me of Ba.nnock Clty
from a snal1 t r lbe of  Ind. lans of  the reglon.

I t  was a l lve}y mlnlng town 1n 1862. In 1865 a far  r lcher a,nd. vast ly
more extenslve deposl t  of  gold had. been d. lscovered about seventy m1Ies
from Ba.nnock, 1r what ce.me to be known a,s Alder Guleh, ln whleh the most
lmportant town was glven the na.me of V1rg1n1a Clty. Later, when a new
terr l tory wes created. cal led l iontana.,  Vlrg1n1a Clty was rcade l ts capl ta. I .
In the 'sunmer of 1869 there had been such an exod.us of people from
Bannock to Vlrglnla Clty tha.t, when the Holmes party errtv-ed at Bannock
Clty ln September,  there l rere qul te e- nurnber of  emnty cablnsr so tha.t
Hol.raes soon had hls famlly und-er a. roof, as d-1d- Ross and the other mem-
bers of  the party who hed faml l les.

Holmes lmned.lately planned. a. trlp to Se"lt Lake valley for frelght,
and. 1n a few d"ays rras on the road. Frelghtlng from Utah wa.s very proflt-
ab1e, of ten as much a.s one thousand dol l 'ars belng mad.e on a s lngle- t r1p.

A few d.ays af ter  arr lv lng 1n Bannoch Clty Nrs.  Ross wa.s taken slck
wlth nounte. ln_feverr  arrd" dled- October 28, 1865, lee.v lng a 11tt1e boy of
t l -ee,  mother less 1n the new e.nd. w1ld country to whlch-theX had em1*
g.  a ted . .

trlr. Holes mB.d.e a. qulck ancl nrofltable trlp
rnents 1n Utah and back. La.te as the .u".ro,  ***

to the northern set t le-
when he reached. Bannock
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Clty wlth h1s frelght fron UtaI, he had. d.etermlned. to return to Ut)h
and brlng ln sone more frelght as early as posslble ln the sprlng.

Roes arranged. wlth a wom&;n ln Bannock Clty to take eare of hts boy
tllL he shouLd. returil, anil he sta.rted. wlth Mr. Ho]-es for SaLt Lake on
the €5th day of November.

The dlstance from Bannock Clty to Salt Lake Clty was called 4O0
mlLesr aild. for consld.erably more than 5OO mlLes there was not a house
or a human habltatlon of a.ny klnd.. fo undertake so long a trlp so late
ln the see.€on, through an uneettl-ed" country wlth two mounta.ln ianges to
cross wlth wagons drawn by oxenr rna-X seem to us now hazardous, but at
that  t lme l t  was consldered qul te ord. lnary.  The perty conslsted. of  Mr.
Ilolmes, who hael hle covered. buggy drawn by a span of nules, two ox i lr lvers,
of whon Roes wa,s one, a French cook nsmed. M11ler, and. a famlIy named.
Rtehard.son. The Rlcha.rdeon fa.mlly had a large Slbley tent, whlch was
pltched es soon as the team stopped" for the nlght. The party eooked and.
ate ln the tentr  &hd. nost of  1ts member,s s lept  1n 1t ,  bul  M1Ller and
Ross slept together ln e.  wagon.

After a d1ff1cult Journey of twenty-nlne d.ays they reeebed. the
northern settlements of Uta.h, where they sta.yed" that wlnterl
' ( I 'of  the remalnd.er of  the st ; ) tch see p.  Ag1)-
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