Royal Dsniel Ross

ngal Deniel Ross was born in Brandon, Vermont, August 4, 1830.
He was the second child, there being e daughter younger thsn he and one
son older. His parents were Joseph Gerry and Lavina Daniels Ross. His
father was & practicing physician for fifty-two years.

tn early life lir. Ross was smell and wesk owing to continued sickness,
and this, coupled with the fact that his eyes were not strong, made him
backward in his studies. A severe attack of the measles, occurring when
he was 16, csused such permanent improvement in his eyesight that he was
enabled to take up his academic work at Middlebury, whither his parents
had moved in 1839. He gradusted from Middlebury college in 1852, and
three years later he took his master's degree from the same institution.

In 1852 he and his brother went to Kentucky to teach. There was
not e continuous railroad between Buffglo and Cleveland at th=t time,
and Mr. Rogs left Buffslo on a lake steamer in the evening, arriving at
Cleveland the following férenoon:. On the boat he noticed a very dis-
tinguished looking couple, and from the passengers he learned that the
gntleman was a Captain Grant, a militsry officer, but not then connected
with the U. 8. army, and engsged in the tannery business somewhere out
west. From Cleveland to Cincinnsti Mr. Ross made the trip by rail, and
to liaysillve, Ky., by river eteamboat.

Eighteen fifty-two was the cholers year, and hundreds of people
Gled 1n the neighborhood where the Ross brothers stayed. Both of them
contrzcted the disease, but as 1t was buta light form, they soon re-
covered. During the summer of 1853, lMr. Ross was invited to sttend an
auction ssle on g farm nearby, but on learning that some sglaves were to
be sold, he declined to witness what to him was & shemeful sight. A
1little later, whena beautiful quadroon girl, employed as a cook by a
nelghbor, escaped to Canadas in company with some other fugitive slaves,
he was greatly pleased, though he was prudent enough to keep his own
counsel. This first experience with the sctusl working of slavery filled
him with a2 strong desire to see it abolished, and he hoped thet he might
live to see this accomplished.

In 1855 he maerried, and soon after this he decided to go west.
His brother, who had mesrried s Kentucky ledy, joined him. Lr. Ross had
decided to go to Iowa, but he was persuaded to first visit with the
reletives of his brother's wife in northwestern Missouri... Both brotherec.
were so much impresed by the fertility of the soil and the mildness of
the climate here that they bought a farm end decid=d to stay. When the
Civil war broke out they found themselves on opprosite sides of the question
in dispute. This region of Missourl was at first strongly secessionist,
-®ghich made 1t difficult for Mr. Ross with his well known union sympathies,
¥o remein here and keep out of trouble. Repeatedly both brothers hid
viiemselves and their horses in the woods, the one to avoid conscription
in the southern army, the other to escape henging or shooting, which quite
often was the fate of the union man. It naturally feel to the lot of
Ik . Ross to most frequently hide himself and the farm horses from the
seynawkers and other night raiders who infested this border region.
lMr. Ross, when he slept at the house, kept resdy at hand a heavy corn
??1f§é ﬁ%sdonly weepon, as he hed fully determined to sell his 1ife dearly

attacked.
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In the fall of 1862 the southern srmy was driven from this part of
Missouri, and the older brother felt compelled to go to Council Bluffs,
Iowa, after selling the farm. The following spring both families moved
to this city. In 1863 Council Bluffs was one of the great centers of
western emigration, as was also Leavenworth, Kensas, and Nebraska City,
Nebraska. These cities were the points where parties going west made
final arrangements for the dangerous end tollsome trip over the mountains.
lr. Ross was taken with the "Oregon fever" and, finding that his wife
wes willing to go, they Joined a party under the leadership of Mr. Holmes,
of Cineinnati. They left Council Bluffs on June 15, 1863, passing through
the small town of Omshe and camping the first night s few miles beyond
that place. Mr. Holmes was accompanied by his wife and five children,
these, with Mr. and lirs. Ross and one child, lr. Hines and lMr. Miller,
made up the party. In sbout a week they overtook snother party led by
Capt. Tuttle, and the perties combined forces theresfter. In another
week they had overteken and joined snother wagon train belonging to
Edward Creighton, a wealthy maen living in Omsha. There were some forty
wagons 1n this train, each heavily loaded with merchandise for 8slt Lake
City. Later on Holmes snd Tuttle, with whom lMr. Ross traveled, became
dissatisfied at the slow pace, and pushed on ahead of the Creighton train
1n hope of overtaking the Fisk expedltion, which, under government escort

- Was on 1ts way for Oregon by the northern route. ’

Soon after this they joined a Mormon tresin of five wagons, and from
this time they mede better time, going with their oxen about 100 miles
e week, and arrived at Bannock City September 12, 1863.

The first gold discovery in that region was on g little stresam
celled Grasshopper creek. The camp was gilven the name of Bannock City
from a small tribe of Indians of the region.

It was a2 lively mining town in 1862. In 1863 & far richer and vestly
more extensive deposit of gold had been discovered gbout seventy miles
from Bannock, in what came to be known as Alder Gulch, in which the most
lmportant town was given the name of Virginia City. Later, when a new
territory wes created called lontans, Virginia City was made its cepital.
In the ‘summer of 1863 there had been such an exodus of people from
Bannock to Virginia City that, when the Holmes party srrived at Bannock
City in September, there were quite sz number of empty cabins, so that
Holmes soon had his family under a roof, as d1d Ross and the other mem-
bers of the party who hsd families.

Holmes immedistely planned s trip to Selt Lske valley for freight,
end in s few days was on the roead. Frelghting from Uteh was very profit-
able, often as much zs one thousand dollars being made on a single trip.

A few days after erriving in Bannock City Mrs. Ross was tsken sick
with mountein fever, and died October 28, 1863, leeving g 1little boy of

t"ree, motherless in the new and wild country to which they had emi-
g.ated. :

lir. Holes mede 2 quick and profitable trip to the northern settle-
ments 1n Utah and back. Late as the sesson was when he reached Bannock
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City with his freight from Utsh, he had determined to return to Utsh
and bring in some more freight as early as possible in the spring.

Ross arranged with s woman in Bannock City to teke care of his boy
t111l he should return, and he started with Mr. Holes for Sslt Laske on
the 25th day of November.

The distence from Bannock City to Szlt Lske City wes celled 400
miles, and for considerably more than 300 miles there was not a house
or a humen habitstion of eny kind. To undertske so long 2 trip so late
in the season, through an unsettled country with two mountsin ranges to
cross with wagons drawn by oxen, may seem to us now hazardous, but at
that time 1t wes considered quite ordinary. The paerty consisted of lr.
Holmes, who had his covered buggy drawn by a span of mules, two ox drivers,
of whom Ross was one, a French cook nemed liiller, snd a family named
Richardson. The Richerdson femily had s large Sibley tent, which was
pitched es soon zs the team stopped for the night. The party cooked snd
ate 1n the tent, and most of its members slept in it, but Miller znd
Ross slept together in a wagon.

After g difficult journey of twenty-nine days they reached the
northern settlements of Utsh, where they stayed that winter:
(For the remsinder of the sketch see p. 231)
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