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Joh .n  $ac l ,  a  l awyc r ' I r ra . c t i c l . np ;  a t  I . i a i i r i a i - ' r r d  s i . ncb  h i , a  aC i : r t l . r , s to r i  t o
--  i t le 

" i : : raf  
1r:  1l?14, f ; : ia i : l  l ]cr : l ,n.  a i ,  i - l r  '  c lan,: ieI ' ,  i t , ,ot ,wi- l r t ,  Ju1-;1, '  f t4o 1888.

' \  i - s  f a i i ' c r ' ,  A s b  j o l n i  B "  $ a d ,  a l  s o  a  r i a f  : i v e  o g  i i a ; r , d e r n ; ; , 1 6 ;  ,  c [ , r 4 e  t o
* - "  r i  b i :  D a ] ; o b a  w i L h  t i i s  f a r : r l l y  I n  1 8 8 9 ,  s e t t J - i n g  f  i r s t  a t  V a l l e y  C i t y

: u . t  a f t e : '  t w o  y e a r s  r e r j t o v - i n g  t c  I ' a r g o .  L a t e r  h e  r c t u r n e c i  L r :
Va i l "e ; ;  C i . i , ; ' ,  w i re :1  . : )  he  renr r ined uLnt i I  1904,  em1- r loyec j  a i  " i : ; k ie  t rade
o f  m e  l ' c . i : a n t  t a i l o r i n l : .  i i e  t t i e ; i r  p u r c i i a s e  c l  i :  f o l i i t  e a s l ,  o f  D a  z e y  t
upor l  w l ' . r i cLr  i : c  s t  j "11  r .es  j -de : i  .

Jo i ,n  Sad ' ; te  s  th ,e  e lde  s t ,  j - : r  a  f i in : j  1y  o f  s l , x  c l :  i l - t j re r i  a  r i c l  r , /as  on ly
abcu I  s  11e3r '  o l r l  r i l  en  br ro r rgh t  to  b i ie  l lo r , I  , i /o i ' l d ,  $o  t ,L : : r r  t r l i : ,ac t i ca1 ly
l : i s  e n t ; i L : c  l i f e  L L i r s  b e e n  s p e r i . L  i r :  t h l s  s t s t e .  i i e  a t i e n d e r i  t i r e
p u i : i i c  s c i ' t o o l s  : : r r r d  I a  i o r  b e c $ : , r e  a  s t r - i d o n t  i n  l i : e  I ' u o r ' ' b h  D s l c o t a
$ f  a te  L In iver  r .  s i t . y ,  v ; i le i 'e  L :e  pu . r ' s r , reC r r  c  ou . rsc  l "  r i  1a  v ' r  t i :a ' i ;  c lua  l i f ied
h i n r  f o r  a d r : i . s s i o r r  t o  l , l r e  b a l  i r - i  1 t ) 1 4 ,  A - i ' t e r  i ' e c e i v i - n ; , :  i r i s  l i c e n s e
t o  i J r a c " c j - c e  t i e  l o c a ' i ; e c l  i . n  i " i s n n a j l o r c l  ,  r . r " r i r e r e  L r e  h a s  s i n c c  l e r ; 1 a j - n e d
s ,nd  i r :  t ; f rc  i_ rL te lve  r r : l  n , i :  1 , re : l , i .od  l ' . i e  L ia  s  ge i - ; ied  a  good c l len tage
whleL :  t : , .any  so  o l r l , t , . l '  p rac i i t io i - : . r - , r '  r i i .g ih t ;  r r re l " l ,  envy .  i ie t  d i .s l i lays
e  n e } i ' ; y  a n c i  a b i . l i t " r ; o  j . a  a  f  l u c n L ,  r ' o r e e f u l  $ . t " ; e : r k e l  a n c r  r e l , d i L " y
r o c o e ; n i : , l e s  ' 1 , h e  r c , e ' ; i . o n s  o f  p o i i l t i s  i n  l a , l  t o  t h c  f a c t s  1 n  i , i , e  c o s € r
l , . t  t ! : e  i : r ' e s c n t  t  j n e  h e  j . s  t h c  r e ; : u . b l : i  c l n  n o r r i  n e e  i - ' o r .  s t e t e s  a t t ; -
o rne) r  i  n  Gr iSgs  Cou; r t ; , '  and  rece i - r res  s t ; t : r ' ' r ig  e i rdorse  n ie  r :1 ,  f ro r i :
f  e  1 1 o , ' i  i n e  r  t b e r s  o f  t L r  e  b a  r  ,

C n  l i : e  2 ' i L ' : :  o f  L : o : , ' o t i : . , o i ' r  1 U 1 l i ,  i , r .  $ . 1  d ' i r r ] . ' r  l r n l . i e d  i . n  i l a : i  ' : : i a 5 i c  t o
i . i ss  I ' l ay  S tee ,  , l , ' ho  \y i ; r ! r  1 , - ro r r  ; rcg l  Oazey ' ,  a  daug l ' r  te r .  o i l  t i  o l " : r ; r  s  $ tee ,
r r  p i  o l reer  o f  Rar : t :es  0ou"L : t ;y "  .  f l  e l r  L rave  e  c  j - rc - l "e  o f  rva , r 'm f l r iends  .
a t  i r a n n a f o r d  r : r i d  j i : r  l , L r l s  i ; r r " L  u : [ 1 : ] , e  s t a r t e  i i r r ] r . i  i , , r .  $ a c i  i s  a
re i - ) rese i ta t i ve  r ' , re  r ; rL re  r  o f  t l re  ; ] , i : c i -< r i i l ,  L , r r lo r '  o f  i ;n i . t ,ed  i ' /o r l in te i : r .  l ' l J .s
c h i e f  i n t e r o s  l ,  h o , , , r e r / e r ' ,  j . s  i : i s  l . r ' , , '  I r r i - t c t i c e  a n d  h e  g i - v e  s  L 1 n -
d i v i - d e c  a ' L ; t e n t i o n  t o  i : i t e  i . i : i : c r , e s t s  e n t l ' u i : t e c l  i o  l r i - s  c a r , e .
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Bionrairhv of $and.ers Sanderson- * - { f -

- -C la renee  $ tone

Becar.:.se of hard t imes j.n lTorvray, 01e Sanclerson left for Ainerica irr
a  sa l l  boa t  t ha t  v ras  once  used  fo r  s lave  t ra f f l c .

Af ter  inuch.  hard labor ,  I i r .  Sanderson nas able to  save enough to
br i .ng h is  vr i fe  and yo i rngest  ch l Id"  to  A: ler i -ca.  Sandere Sanderson ca j re
!6 A,r ier ica at  the af ;e  of  t r , le lve vears

Se: :oers f l rs t  brade r . , ras vrork lng ln  factor ies,  a i rd  t i ren la ter  he
learn"ed the Cooper  t rac i .e  wn.Lch was of  a  great  benef i t .

On accourr t  o f  h .ard t i i i res in  Ci r icago,  Sanders $anderson star ted to
f i nd  a  be t te r  p1ace .  Abou t  t h i s  t i , i e  peop le  1 " re re  i : e ; ; i n i r i ng  to  hones tead
ln l lor th  Dakota,  so $anders Sanderson ani l  a  f r ienc l  canle to  ] lonth Dakota
to ho:ire stead .

About  1881 i r t r .  $anderson anC h1s f r iend landed,  in  i l layv i l le  by t ra in .r i l l^^'- '*a'1 r '^^ to t ire Sheyenne Fiiver wit l :  solne rnen that vrere after somef r r g J ,  f J c L ! r l ( J u  t
-nnnrr{  <in:r '  iVtren they reacirei i  the r iver,  they lvere al}  t i red r :rr , t  ancly r v v

did not  ] rave ar1_1'p1ace to  s leep e: :cept  or :  the ground. .

h{r. Sand"ersoil  nas so cl i-sguste<l b;r ' f i ls long v,ralk t irat Lre ancj. his
fr lend were 3oing to retr-rrn to rr la;rvi l le the next da)',  but th.ey got a
p l -ace to  s ta; , -  so t i . rey set t led c lor ' /n  to ,nake the ln e la t r i r .  At  f l rs i  they
rnade t i re l r  h-or :se: in  tne s i -c le  of  a  r iver  r re . .nk,  s i . i i i la r  to  a augout .  The
r lver  in  t i r .e  spr in ; ,  l r .o lever ,  chased.  them out  o f  the i r  house.

I ' { r .  Sanderson i rad a l - i t t le  t rou.b}e to  Eei  set t led on account  of  a
naicr l r l rnr  rnr?rn Wanted.  Sand.efs i  land,  and.  a lSO beCau.Se t f ie  lanCl  was nOt yet
survel , red.  I lowever  )  a t  last  " i i r .  Sand"erson set t ied on lnrhat  ls  novr  sect lon
24 range 58 sou. th-east  o f  Ccoperstown.  Cooperstor" rn r ryas not  bu i1t  a t  that
r i a a  q . \  t - t r a  c l O s e s , c  p l a c e  t o . ; e t  s 1 , _ i : p 1 1 e s  l r a . S  a t  V a l l e y  C i t y .  I t  t o o k,  v v

about t l :rnee or four da;rs to Get t l :e srr;o1:I ies by o:(el^. so vle of today can
see what t l : , iose of t lne eanl. ' i -er ; iears had. to ::o t irrou-1;ir.  l{owever, the
i re i thbors ' ' rent  tog ietLrer  and lvorrLd send just  one toarn af ter  the suppl ies.
r ; ; r .  $anderson a lso to ld  of  a  person that  lva l leed to  Val ley Ci ty  wi th  a
rnrhoe]barrow to : le t  a  sac l< of  f lor : . r .

'  Tlne f irst |ror:r,se ivir.  Sanderson buil t  \r/as j i tade out of lo; is that had
been chopped down wl t?r  an ax.

: iv l ten Sanders h.ad set t led dovrn fa fu" l ; r  wel l ,  he sent  for  h is  parents
a. t  Ci r ica.go to  conle and stay wi th  Lr i , l .  01e Sanclerson then took cere of

- ' f fe hornestead wh.i le i i Ir .  Sanders $anderson v,rent out lvorklng to get rooney
to nake a bet ter  ?rornestead- .

Soon $anderson got a breaking plovr, a s'r411 h.arrow ancl soute other
s ina l l  far , : r  lmplements,  and star ted to  ra ise crops.  The ch ief  crops v lere
l, lr ireat and oats. l i" fheat at that t lme was worth about 40 or 50 cents.

They plowed the land vrith a teart of o:(en, dra;ged irylt lr  oxen but
so--"red ancl l:arvested the gr"aln by hand". Th.ey way tirey threslied their grain
wa-s b;., .  1:ounding the strarr vri th a long sticl<. They then put the Srain in

sac lcs an6 stored i t  " raway for  next  year  or  took i t  to  tovrn and so ld l t  '
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Ei-ography of Sander Saricler:son

The nar0es of  the parents of  the p ioneer  I  am r r r r i t ing about  are:
] r i r '  01e Sanderson and 1\ '1rs .  Ber tha Sanderson (nee)  Nl lss Ber tha I ,Tei ls to t ter .
The name of the pioneer is Sand.er Sand.erson. I, ,Tr. Sand.er $and.erson vras
one of  the ear ly  p loneers of  Gr lggs County,  I , lor th  Dakota,  l le  vras born
! ' lay 17,  1859 at  chr is t ian la,  l {orway.  (Novr  ca l led 0s1o) .

IUr. Sanderson left his former l :ome ancl came to l , lorth Dakota thinlcln5l
that  h .e might  become more prosperous here.  I i i r .  Sanderson preferred to
come to l for t i i  . , )akota : i -nsteac l  o f  some other  s tate as th . is  par t  o i  t t  

"country '  vra-s  t i :en open for  set t lers  to  take up homesteacls .  1 , , r .  Sancierson
came- to  l " {ayv i I1e,  Tra i l l  County.  l {e  hac l  to  walk  across the cor .nt r i r  in
s l . ls i :  and mad,  vr i thout  harc l ly  seeing a l iv ing soul r  &$ th l re-*" r " -not
many inhabi tants  set l led j -n  

! ! "  countny in  t f r .ose e i .n i r r  p ione*"  Anyu when
he f irst ca.me-. I iowever, he f inal l ;r reached. t?re $heyenne , i j-ver ancl vralked
?long i ts  banrs.  The f i rs t  raan he rnet  who hacl  set t ied a lon; ,5  the Sneyennei i iver  was John Atc l : j "son.  ?hey_hac a ta lh  tog4et t rer  and he s tayed at  jo ' rn
Atchi?on 'q p lace over  n ight .  T l ie  next  day h i i  went  on c lovrn thb r iver  not
very far  f rom John Atch isonrs p la.ce ancl  fbuncl  a  su i tab le p lace f  or  a
homestead.  L l r .  Sander  Sand,ersbn came 1,o i ior th  Dakota in  tget  on the bth
o f  Ap r i l .

'L iar l ; , r  exper iences of  p ioneer  days:  I ie  too lc  u j?  a l iomesteao.  i ie  had
to l ive on t l ie  land for  f ive j rears before l re  coufc l  obta j -n  a d"eed.  f rom
!_i . *  governnient ,  showing that  t t re  lan i i .  v ras h is .  Thjs  wan cal led the
I i o rnes tead -  / r c t .  i i e  l i ves  s i x  m i l es  sou t l :  anc , l  f i ve  m i les  eas t  o f  Coopers -
*- nrmtl rrrhi nlr rnrv v v v t r ,  l v f , t r r L ; i r  r ' ! a i l  L a t e r  s t a r t e C  .  T o v r n s h i p  ! 4 5 ,  l t a n ; ; e  5 8 ,  S e c t  L o n  2 4 .

The f i rs t  k ind of  dvre l l i .n i ;  t }a t  served as a honre for  j , . r .  Srnd.erson
w?s  a  l og  ho i r - se .  I t  was  nace  o f  l ogs ,  t h re  roo f  was  mac ie  o f  po les ,  cove redvr i th .  s lough grass ancl  soc l  on to i r -  Tt ro furn i ture of  the p lon iu,  1r . i ,n"  uo*uscanty and p6or. what r i t i ie" iS'aia"i l""" r / /as horne made. l , ier, ,rspapers often
served fo:: wall  paper. Luxuries vtere unknown and 1_rleasures l irel: ,e few and
sl i r : r t  in  the ear l ; r  or  p ioneer  days.

_ The p icneer  !a{  to  €;o to  Val le} ,  Ci ty  for  prov i -s ions anci  suppl les
be fo re  the  c i t y  o f  Coopers town  had"  Legun  to  be  bu i l t .  They  too [ - [ f r "
h n r s o <  n n r l  r r r t' ] rv ru! /D srau " 'a$or ls .  The jor - r rney too lc  abou" t ,  three d.ays for  Lhe return t r lp .severa l  o f  h is  nearest  ne ighbors were:  John i i .  Atc i r ison,  A lex Sau-naers,and Luel- lan Laudberry.

l ' { r " .  Sanderson had a yoke of  oxen,  o thers l iad horses.  He had a fevrsmal l  farm implements.  The soc l  hac l  f i rs t  to  be broken up and"  then theseer i  p lanted.  As th is  was l :arc l  vuor l : ,  he d id not  get  many acres brokenup at  a  t j -me.  i {e  ra iser l  a  fe lv  acres of  w}reat  anc l  oats .  
" i le  

genera l ly
hac l  an  ave rage  o f  25  to  5b  bushe ls  to  the  ac re .

The fue l . }seq,by l rTr .  Sande; 'son in  t i re  ear l l r  days rnras woocl .  As he
l j -ved besic le  the Sheyenne L iver :  he had su. f f lc i ln t  i .nount  of  vrood.  The
trees had to  be savrec l  a .s  they I ' rere so huge and hauled up to  the house
anc i  sp1 i t .  T i rey  somet imes  had  p ra i r i e  f i r es .  A l so  seve re  snow s to rms
rr t i r ic l i  laster l  for  three 6p fnr r r  darrs  et  e '  t ime.





Blography of' $ender Sanderson

l{ame of tbp barents of the ploneer I am wrlt lng about are }uir. 01e
$ahd"erson and" e$si Bentha Nellst-oter (nee) }drs. Bertha Sa.ndergon.
3,1r. Sand.er Sandersoh was one of the early ploneers of Gflggs County,
North Dakota. 3ulr. Sa-nd.er Sa.ndereon was born ln Oslo, Norway. I{r.
Sandereon was born 1n 18$9, May the 17th.  Mr.  $anderson lef t  h ls
former home and carne to North Dakota, thlnklng that he might becone
!"tore prosperous here. h'ir. Sand.erson prefered. to co&e to $orth Dekota
lnstead of  some othen state as th ls part  of  the country wa"s then open
for set t lers to ta.ke up Homestee.ds.

I-i Mr. Sanderson came to Mayv1l1e, Tral11 County. I{e had" to wal-k
across the country ln slush and. mud., wlthout hardly seelng a l lvlng
soul. As tb.ere were not many lnbablte.nts settled. 1n the country ln
those ear ly ploneen d.aye when he f l rst  came. However,  he f1nal1y
ree.ched. the Sheyenne Rlver end walked along 1ts banks, The flrst man
he net who had. settled. along the Slreyenne River was John Atchlson. They
had a ta lk together and he stayed at  John Atchlsonrs pla.ce over nlght.
Tb.e next d.a,y he went on d"own the rlver not very far from John Atchlsonrs
place and. found. a sultable place for a homestead-.

IJr. Sancler Sand.erson came to North Da,kota. 1n 1881 on the 5th of
Apr11. Ear ly erq>er lenees of  p loneer d,ays.  l le took up a.  homestead, i le
had. to l lve on the 1and. for f lve yea"rs before he cou1d. obtaln a govern-
nent d.eed, fron the government, showlng that the la-nd. was hlg. Thls
was cal led.  the Hornestead. Act.  He 1lves s1x m11es south and f lve m1les
east of  Cooperstown, whlch wa.s la. ter  started.,  Townshlp 145, Range 58,
$ec t lon  24 .

The f lnst  k lnd.  of  dwel l lng that served as e home for Mr.  Sanderson
was a 1og house. f t  wa"s mad.e of  logs.  The roof wa.s ma.d.e of  poles,
covered. torlth slougb gra-ss and sod on top. The furnlture of the pldneer
home was scanty and poor.  Whpt l1t t1e he d. ld have was home made.
Newspe-pers often served. for waII paper. Luxurles were unknown and
pleasures were feur and short  1n the ear ly or ploneer d.ays.

The ploneer ha-il to go to Va.lley Clty for provlslons a-nd. supplles
before the c l ty of  Uooperstown had begun to be bul l t .  They took the
horses and" wagone. The Journey took about three d.ays for the return
tr1p. Several  of  h ls nes.r  nelghbors were John H. Atchlson, ALex
Saundersr &rld. Luellan La.udberry.

Mr. Sand.erson had a yoke of oxen, others had horsee. He had. a
few sna1l farm lnplements. The sod" had. to be flrst broken up a.nd, then-lhe 

seed. planted. As thls was hard. work he d1d. not get many acre6
brohen up at a t1me. He ralsed a few acres of whea,t and. oate. He
generally had" an s.verage of 25 to 55 bushels to the aere. The fueL
used by it ir. Sanderson 1n the early d.ays wag wood.. As he l lved" besld.e
tbe Sheyenne Rlver he had sufflclent amount of wood". The trees had to'loe 

sawed as they were so huge and hauled un the house and. spllt. They
sometlmes had. pralr le f l res.  Also severe snow storms whlch lasted for
three or four d-aye at a tlne.

I ';r. Sanderson was me*rrled. to lvl lss Jennle Johnson at Chlcaao ln
1890. &{r. Sand.erson had. seven ch1ld.ren, three of whom are d.ead- and. theother our are l lvlng, namely Herman sande:'son, coo'erstown; sllvanus



. Blognaphy of $and.er $and.erson

$a!d.erson, at present ln Chleago, Il l lnole; Torry Sand.erson, Cooperetown;
Alfred $and.erson, Cooperstown.

Sr. Sb.nd.erson 1e stllI 11vLng on the honestead. he took up ln the
early Ploneer d.ays. Ee has alL the nodern lnprovements that Lny other
farn of today has.
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$a:nder  Send.erson

j  a re  o f  t he  pa ren ts  o f  t he  p ioneer  I  a rn  r r i i < * : -  ebou t  a - re  no r .  l l l e
-qan r " l e rson  an r j  l i i s s  Be - the  ] re i l s to t l r  ( nee )  : , t r s .  Be i tha -  SenC.e rson .  ' 1 r .
tandet  ganl ierson j .? : rs  n i le  of  tce ear l r r  p i -oneers of  Gr iggs Cor , r -n t1r ,  1"c : r t i :
i ako ta .  = r r .  3ander  $an . i e rson  was  bo r i r  a t  Ch r i  s t i en ie . ,  l To r : ; ra . v  (no rv
cal l -e : r  0s1,o)  .  " r .  Sa.n i , rerscn ' r ia .s  i lorn in  1g59 ,  lJaJr  t " re  17th.  l4r .
San ie rson  l e f t  h i - s  f c rne r  ho 'ne  an ' i  ca " ' i e  t c  ] i o r th  D i : r ro t ; i ,  t h in ' c i n1  th i : t
he  ' . i ] h t  beco lne  q lo : re  " i ) r , - ; soe rc r l s  I e  re  .  l l r .  $anCerson  p re fe r red "  t o  cox le
to  l i o r th  l J , : - t r c ta  i ns tead  o f  so -1e  o t . l i e r  s te te  as  t t : i s  pa r t  o f  t he  coun tq '
was  then  cpen  fo r  se t t l e rs  t c  t p l l e  : : r :  ho rnes t r , . a . ! s .

l ' i r .  Sanderson ca: ' i le  t :  l "ayrr i11e,  Trn i11 Count l . ' .  1 . 'e  t i i - r .C to  re lk
a.cr iss the countr l r  i r  s l ' : .sh ln , .  nr r r l , ,  v l i . thr ' ' r . f ,  hnrd ly  seei" ig  6 i  f j .y j_ng
so r r1 .  As  the re  r , ' €ae  no t  l nan - ' , r  J "nhp l : i . - "e t s  se t t l e l  i . n  t he  6o r :n t r1 r  i -
t h c e g  q r = 1 1 y  9 1 o n e e r  

' 3 r r g : 5 , f i e r  h e  f , ' t r g t  c a n J e .  g o i v e v e r ,  h e  j i n a l l y
reac -hed  the  Shever l . ne  i . i ve r  r lC  -p1 ,1 re i  a lan . i  i - t s  ba r r re  .  The  J ' l r s t  , qRn
f ie  ' ne t  ' - vh ro  h r . , '  se t t l ed  a1on3_ ,  t h :  She : renne  R ive r  was  John  A tch i son .
The l r  had  a  te -1k  t c : : ' , , , t l e :  end  he  $ tay64  a t  Jchn  A tch l s : , 1 : t r  s  p lae_a  ove r
n ig i r t .  The  nex t  dav  r - ' e " ren i  on  Co , :n  t i e  r l r re r  ne f ,  ys1 . . . ;  f ; r |  f r c ' n  Jcnn
A t c h i s o n r s  n l a e e  a n d  f o u n d .  a  s ' r i t a b l e  p l a c e  , ' o r  s  h o , " r s s t e a c .

l . ' i r .  3anCer  Sen i ,e rsc : - r  ca - i e  to  l l c r th  Da t rc ta  i n  189 :L  on  the  b th  o f
Ap1 i1 .  Ea r l v  ex1 . ' e rLences  o f  p i cn  j i e r  1a1 ' s .  Fe  took  r fp  a  ho , , t es tea , :1  .  r r s
had  t c  l - i ve  cn  tne  l a r , , i  f c r  J ' i ve . l i ea rs  be fo re  he  co r r l r l  cb te in  o -  ao \ re r r . -
"nen t  deed  f ro : r  t i : e  gcve  rn ren t ,  sh r i v ' i . n - ' ,  t he t  t t t e  1and ,  v , ras  

-h i s .  
Th :s

v /ass  c : :11ed  the  l l ou6s te r r ' l  n ' c t .  l : r e  l - i ; i es  s l x  ' , r i 1es  so r l t h  and  j ' i r . r e  i . n i l es
e a s t -  o f  C o o n e r s t : r , ' n ,  , , ' . , l l , c h  ' , : 3 s  l a t e r  s t a r t e r l ,  T c i i n s h i p  1 4 b ,  R a n l e  F p ,
S e c t i o n  2 4 .

The  f i r s t  ' < i rd  c f  d t ' ; s11 i "a  tha t  se rved  as  a  ho ' re  fo r  " r .  Sa r . , "e rson
l ? a s  a  1 o g  h o r : s e .  T t  w a s  n e i e  o f  l o - ' s .  ? l : e  r o c i " , ; a s  l n a c e  e i ' n o 1 e g
cove red"  i i , ; i t h  s lougn  ? ' r ' a  ss  a : r c  sod  )n  top .  The  fu rn i t t , r e "o i t  t ; ; - ; ; ; nee r
- r lo* te  1 ' , ras scEntr r  an- 'pocr .  1 : ' . Ihr i t  1 i t t1e i :e  l id  ha ' , /e  r . - las i :c .ne uar ie .
Fe ' t spa re rn  o f ten  se rved  i ' c r  : r i 1 ' l  Da i l e r .  Luxu r ieg  r :qe re  r l n r rnc r l n  a .nc
p1e a sures ! : je f 'e  j 'e ;  i i ' i , j  shcr t  r - ' r  t i : , :  er  r1r ,  or  p ioneer  r la : rs .

The  p ioneer  haC to  qc  to  Va }1e1 '  C i t . r  f o r  p rov i s i i n -q  i i nd .  s r . rpp l i es  be -
i 'ore the c i t l '  o f  Coopers io ' rn  i :e i1  beqr . rn to  oe o i r iL t .  The-r ,  too l . :  the
nc rses  I  n , l  waEcns .  T l re  j ou rne l '  t ock  aDou- t  t h ree  i s . r r - c  1 'o r  t he  re tu - rn
! " i p .  t e r r e r a l  o +  h i  s  n e a r  n e i r : ' h b o r s  w e r e  J o h n  r r .  A t c l r s o n ,  A l e x
Sa- t tnd grg,  and Lr le l  Ian Lar t , -1 'berr" ' .

] ,1r .  Sanci -erscn ha,J-  a  l , ror re o i  )xen,  o thers h-oC l :orses.  ' re  ead a : 'e l 'J
s l l a l l -  f a rn  i np le 'nen ts .  Tne  soC h i l . l  t o  be  + . ' i : : : t  b rc t l e r ' . . r p  e ra i  t hen  the
seed  p1 i :n te4 .  As  t r . i s  was  i : e rC  v lo r l r  he  d . iC  no t  : . e t  t l anv  ac re  i  h ro t ren
up  e , t  a  t i . ne .  l i e  ra i sed  I  j ' e i :  ae res  o f  , , . ' . ' nea t  i : i : . i  ca ts .  _ ' e  . , ene i ' a l1y
had" en a\ rera ' le  of .  ?5 tc  35 ) t ls .ne ls  tc  t l ie  l -  ,3 i 'e .  T l ie  l 'ue l  r rsed b, t r  : , i r .
Se r t . Je rson  i n - - *he  cRr ' ! r r  d : r rg  wa ,g  rn roo r l . .  i  g  he  l i r r ed  bes rde  tne  Sn"e1 r -enne
River  i re  had 

" , t i l i - ier t - .a , ro, :n t  
r f  wco, j .  ? i :e  t ree-c t rar l  to  be sawed a,s

the '  were so l l l tge : rd  her . - r l -e- '1  up tc  the house a:nd s- , t l i - t .  Ther , '  so jet iues
haC p ra i r i e  i - i r e ,e .  A .Lso  seve re  sno : r  "q t c r , ' ns  I ' r h i c .b  1e -e ted  fo r  t i : r ee  o r
i c u r  : i a y s  s 1  a  t i : r e .

- ' 1 r .  Sanderson  was  ra r r i e i i .  t o  I ' i s s  Jenn ieJonnson  a t  Ch icaqo  i n  l ggC,* . ' ! r .  San ' :e rscn  he l  scven  c l : i 1d . ren ,  t h re :  . l f  whor  a re  , i eac i - ; ; ; - i i " * " t i  u "j 'eur  are l iv ingr  r ro , re l r r  l ierean ra: l  ler -qcn,  Cccpersto;n;  S i l r ra l :_ : -s  _e i . rnder-
s o n ,  e i  p r e s e n t  i n  C h r c a E o ,  T l l i n l i s ;  ? o r r - r r  S e n , l e r q c n ,  C o o p e r s J D u r n ,
e1]{ :  A l l ' re , l -  $anr jerson,  Cooper i f ,g . ;11 .  
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AltrBme of tl is p*.rsnte of the ptpnee{T im wrltlng about *,re tr{r, *1e''  ' '  lanrl .erson and l f lse Sertha tr iel lstster {nee} Mrn. Bertha Sn*dsrson.

I{r .  San,*er Senderson w&$ one of the enrly pioneere of Orlgge $ounty,
I{nrtn* Sakets. Hr, $ander $ondereon w&s bcrn at Chrletlnnlsr Horss}r, l
t}:er sn,lLsd Oslo) xs, Sanderssn wa"B. bsrn ln lSbS, &{a,y th* }?ttr,,
Hr. $anc!,etson lef,t hls for?rer $*ne and oains to l{ert}t Snhotar thtnklng
that he rotght beconre .{nore procp6roua here, Mr.,  ssndereon preferred to
core to ltsith Salcots. lnstea"d of sosns other statb ae t?ile pert of the '

.tfro,antvy wt?.s then o!?sn fnr' oettlere to lska up Hon:esteeda,t l l  Xy, Sanderffon c$lse to $fayv11Le, tral lL Sounty. He he d to raLk earoes" the oountyy Ln elush artd" uud., wlthcut hard.Ly ceetng'e }tvlng Bsul. Ae
there were not rnnny tnhabltante eettled ln the cbr+ntry ln those early
.ploneer qleys when he f lrsi sa&e, I{owever, ho fl"nplly reu.ched the
,$?reyenne lt lvex and rc'nlked *.long; lts bn,nks. 'The flret nen ?re met who
had eettLed along the- Sheyenne Rtver was John Atchlecn, fhey 1*.4 &.
taLk toggther and he etaybd n? JCIhn &tshtscnf c pl"ace. over nlght,  fhe
next f lay he sent on down the r tver nct  vsry faf  f rom John Stbhlsonls

.ffi::-8-133,t$Xl$-3-fltHHl-r3tft3;rf,"il-f;,t3.fltffi$l "" the Erh or !"prrr.
"  Sar l -y exper.Ler icon of  ptoneor d.ays,  i {e took u.p a,  hnmeetes,d. .  } Ie hecl  to,

lLve nn the Lerirl for f l.re yeprs before he oould obtal"n B SoYsrti ir*$t
de+d fro& the governinent,  ehowlng t t \ct  the lend wsp hi* ,  Thle wae cal lod
the f lsmestead Aet.  I ie l . lvae e! .x nr l lee south and f tve "rr l les ee.et  of
f ioopere town,  wh leh  wan Lr ts r  a t f i r ted ,  Townohtp  L45,  Rn.nge 58r  $ec t lon
? 4 .

4 l ' fn*  f l re t  k i r re .o f  dwe l l tng  ths t  sorved s .s  s  home fo r  [ i r ;  gandefaon:wEg
, 

a, Iog houee. I t  wne r iar le of  Loge, The roo{ was made cf  polee, so'veled,
r i th elough { I raes en<i  ead on top, ?he furnl ture of  the plonser hons
wd.s sciinty anC pccr. $hn.t l l tt le he d"1* have se.s ho$s made. l,{etnp::"p*
srs of ten eerved,for wal" l -  p$,per" tuxur les vere u&known e.nd. pleaBures

-.-n 'ere few and ehort  ln the esr ly or ploneer de'3rs.
' r l  The ploneer i r . : rc i  to go to Vnl ley Ci ty f  or  provtnlons e nei  suppLle$ bef or0

th6 cl ty o, f  Cooperetown hart l  begun to be.but l " t ,  They tock the h*rsee
arrd wagona. Tl ie journey took r" t rout  three,dr"ys for '  th i*  ret t r rn t r lp.
geverel  of  t i lc  ne6r net i ihborts sere john r{ . 'Atchigcn, Alex f ;nunder* end
LueLlan Lau$.berry.
Hr, Sanrlereon trad e ycl1e of 'sxen, cth*ro hatl hore*$, H.e hed s. f*ir snall
fa rn  lmp lenente .  The eod hnC ta  be  f l rs t  b rokon up  and, then the  eeed
plantedl  Ae thls was hard work he dld not get neny,qsteg broi*e46ap at
& t ln ie.  ! {e raleerd e.  few q.sfes of  wh*nt an$ oats.  r {e f ienernl ly h*& an
averags of f iS to 3$ bushel.s to the a,crs. ftre fuel used try' Hr. $*nderson
tn the ee.{ Iy dnys sae xor. ,d.  A6 he l " lvecl  be* lde the Sheyerure Fi .v*r  he'
hs,d sufflclenf amsunt of g.ood. The treee had td be Sarved ats they *ers
sa huge and hauLed uF ts the hcrrse *nd. spltt" Thsy $o$etlses had pratrt*
f l res.  Also,ssyere s l to l r  etotrme shtoh lastsr l  for  th.re* sr  four f ,sys at

--e. t lne
4f&r. ' t lr ,**"so& wr?s ;*errlerJ, to i i tss Jennle John*o4 at chicngo ln 169C'

. !fr. $andere*n had. Beyen cl"rli.dren, t.hree of short'are dead and- ths athe,r
four s.re llvtng, nanely }term.en Sandercon, 0ooper*town; $llvnnu*1 Snndstr*
s*rrr at .present ln Chlcagor I1Ltncia; Torry- Sundereoir,  Ce*perstoen;

J l f red $endereon r  CooPerstosn.
4lHr. $andeteon ls ntll l l lyt"ng en the horuestea& he tsok up ln the eartry
/ 'pl ,oneer e3aye. Hs h*e oLl the med"ern lnprovernente t tra.t  f iny ot l :*r  farn

of  today hae.
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i  I  Blogrephles of  Rlversld.e Old.  Sett lers
l :  i  Alexend-er $eunders
l :  !

gf'q*Jna** Salnders wag"born Novernber 2, 1854, ln the parlsh of Tyrle,
Abeydeenshlre, Scotlsnd.. As a. smal1 boy he tend.ed. sh.eep, bnd. one of h1s
flrst remembranceg 1s of herdlng two cows. He worked. is a groom of
race horses, and. was the flrst man to race for &{urry of Fauc[fo1d, r,r 'ho
wag an extenslve breed.er of raclng horses. Later he worked. for a retlred
East Ind.la tea rnerchant where he cared for fancy d.rlvlng horses. At the
age of nlneteen he d.ecid"ed. to eome to Amerlca. Fron hls read.lng he ha.d
always wanted to see the world", and had a strong lncllnatlon toward.s New
Lealand.. But he had. relatlves and. frlends l lvlng neer Broguevll le,
Ontarlo. In 1848 hls maternal grand.father and. giand.mother, Mr. anil Mrs.
.ias. lYarnd.er, and. thelr two sons, James and Alexand.er, left $cotland for
Ce.nada. Thelr craughterts fare was also pald., but at last she d.ecld.ed. to
staX and marry George $aunders, who later came to North Dakota.

When Alexand.er Saund.ers wa.s read.y to leave $cotland frlend.s took
hlm and hls trunk ln a wagon to Turrlff, where he took the traln to
Glasgow. He left Glasgow on the steamshlp fulanltoba., a vessel naned. 1n
honor of the newly formed. provlnce of ManltoEa. TEe eommandlng offlcer
of  th ls vessel  was Captaln Wyl le,  who was also a l leutenant of* the Br l t lsh
royal  f leet .

i\,Ir. saundens left Glasgow the flrst week 1n Malr, 1g?5. The trlp-  o 'ccupled. fourteen days. Thls was the f l rst  shlp to cone up the St,
Lawrence that gprlngr a.nd. as la.te as 1t was, 1t became caugirt 1n the 1ce"and was dela.yed. for-four or f lve d.ays. The steamshlp company was maklng
?.tr la1 t r lp wl th the l \ fanl toba. for  th ls was the f l rst  t r lp s lnce she
had. been overhauled, ciif-ffi:Efif and. flfty feet a.d.d,ed. to the mld.d1e ln
the Gla.sgow shlp Xard.s that wlnter. The passengers sa.w scores of whales
and' lcebergs, and at one pla-ce the seals were so numerous that the crew
a,mused. thenselve-s by throwlng beer;..oott1es at them. Shortly a.fter la,ndlng
he was taken slck wl th scar let  fever,  whlch he he"d contracteA on the shlpf

The f l rst  wlnter ef terhe recovered h1s strength,  &h, Saund.ers
worked. ln the trshanty plneryrf along the Ottawa rlver, then known as the
Grand_rlver, and. stl l l  so known by the lumbermen. Ile occasslona.lly
worhed. 1n the saw ml1ls unt l l  he went west.

In 1878 a party of  1and. seekers havlng a speclal  t ra ln,  came west
over the Grand ?runk a"nd the Wlsconsln Centra.l rallroa.d.s to Flsherrs
Landlng, where the road, ended. (Flsiierf s Land.lng 1s now cal1ed" Fj.sher,
I l i lnnesota. .  See Col lect lons of  State Hlstor lcaL soclety of  North Dalota,
Vo1.  1 . ,  p .  96 . )  $  fne  par ty  l ven t  by  o ld .  s ty le  s te rn  whee ler  f la tboat
clown Red- Lake rlver and, the Red. rlver to Wlnnlpegr arrlvlng there May'4,  18?8, whl le the town was celebret lng the queenrs blr thdu.y.  s l r .
raunders took up Ia-nd ln the Turtle mountaln reglon, elghty m1les west
of the Red rlver and. slxteen m1les north of the bound.ary. That ssme
summer he rented. la"nd. 1n Pemblna county a m1le from Neche and. near
Srnugglerrs Polnt .  (So cal led because at  that  p lace the t lmber of  the
Penblna F.lver extend.s tn1e. long V-sha.pe across the lnternatlonal bound.e.ry
and. was a favorlte resort of smugglerl. ) He ralsed. two crops of wheat
there.  Because of  herd.  wlnters and. a grasshopper pest,  several  of  thenecess l t les  were  very  .h lgF. "_At^Neche . ia l t  ng i ;k  was s6 'd  *  pouna, - r tour
$12 a sack, a-nd- seed. wheit S5.50 a bushel. 

* 
The prices or fLour 6nd. meat



Blograpbles of Rlversld.e OLd $ettlers
A1 exa.nd.er. Sa.unders

were eontrolled by the l{ud.sonrs Bay Conpany. --These nvere lowered. a.s soon
es the boats came 1n the sprlng. In l{ay, 1880, I{r. $a.und.ers a.nd, John H.
Atchlson, a ploneer resld"ent of  Pemblna county,  rd"ecld"ed. to 1ook for land..
They went to G1end,en, $ilnnesota, to take the traln, and from there to
see the 1and. l-ear Val1ey Clty. They looked over the land. near Lalioure,
but d.ld. not l lke 1t. folt ' . Atchlson then went to Brooklngs, South Da.kota,
to see the land" there,  wh11e I ,1r .  Saunders lef t  Ya11ey gl t i  wl th a pack
mad.e-of  graln sack covered. wl th o11 eloth,  and- conta- ln lng-prov1slo-ns,
a raln coa,t  and s blanket.  A stone was t led.  ln one corner- to prevent
lhu-straps from sI1pplng of f .  He carr led.  a compa.ss and. a book-w1th the
land surveyr &rrd" havlng tlmber la.nd- 1n m1nd, ma.rked" 1n 1t such land. as
he thought d.eslrable. 0n leavlng Va.l1ey Clty he followed. the $heyenne
r lver for  about s lxty- f lve mlIes.  The f l rst  n lght  he spent at  SfLfey
crosslng wlth Frank Abbottr &rld. next d-at, tr\ay 24, lS8or*he saw h1s
present home for the f l rst  t1me. That nlght he stayed at  Ploneer Nelsonts,
( f f re name ls Amon Nelson or Amon Ophlme. 

*The 
present spe1l1ng of  Oph1me

1s probably a, corruptlon of Ophelm, meanlng up1a,nd. home. IHr.*Nelson
came to Dakota/ . i ,n 1879 wlth three other men whose names e.re forgotten.
He tr led.  to br lng a Norweglan colony, but fa l led.  because near ly a.11 of
the d-es1rab1e land. was tafen before hls set t lers could.  come. i l ls  home
was a" wel l -known stopplng place ln the ear ly days. )  From there he crossed.
tp the Soose r lver,  a.nd. fo l -Lo$'ed. 1ts fourteen or f l f teen ml les to a set t le-
ment of Norweglans. 0n h1$ way north he crossed. al-l the rlvers trlbuta_ry
to the Red rlver. At the fifoose rlver he walted a short t lme for the
complet lon of ,  a f99t  br1d.ge. The Forest  r lvsr he crossed" on two 1ogs.
Il crosslng the others he-roIled hls clothlng lnto a bund"le and wad.ed..
Th"-Pemblnar.  Tunt le,  and- Goose r lver land" wai  set t led. ;  the t r 'orest  r lver
Iand. was l lght and. sand-y; the Sheyenne rlver land. sulied. best. Mr. Saun-
d-ersr and. h1s brother-ln-law, Alexa.nd.er Cha,lmers, lmmed.lateIy started.
for the chosen land. wlth a Red. rlver cart, a yoke of young oien and nlows
for breaEl"e. They fo1Lowed. the Indlan trall for twenty-Ftve or thlrty
m11es. They passed" through St.  Joseph and. crossed. the Fenblna. r lver on
a raftrall brld.ge. They ha.d both yoke and. ha.rness for the oxen. Whll-e
travellng the fnd.la.n tra.l l they used. the herness by taklng out the shaf,ts
a"nd. puttlng on a pole of }l lr. Sa.und"ersr maklng. The yoke fras ea-sler on
the cattle on the prakrle. Slrortly after thetr arrlval }; ir. Chalmers re-
turned. to Pemblna to he.rvest thelr crop, brlng hls fan11y a-na LIr. Saund.erst
cattle_ and. good-s. After I!1r. Che.lmers had gone, Ivir. Atchison appeared,
af ter_havlng been to South Dakota.  He 1lked the 1and. neer Ltr . 'baund.ersr,
and also returned. to Pemblna for h1s fanrl1y. That was a busy summer for
Alexand-er $aunder"s. He broke ten or twelve a,cres, and planted a few
Dotatoes and. turnlps 1n the sod.. l le bulLt h1s fl i 'st house ln the bank
rf  the r lver.  I t  was l lned. wl th poles a.bout the s lze of  a.n ord" lnary-s 'boveplpe. The roof was of  poles covered wlth hay, bark and- d. l r t .  

-  
fh ls

house wa.s L4x22, and one or the warnest he ha-d ever l lved. ln.

After ha-lvestlng hls crop 1n Pemblna county, h,Ir. Chalmers returned.,
9l1n8rlS h1s" farolly-and. goods, two oxen, a wagon, a cow and. four plgs
(one of whlch was of stock lnported" by the }iud"son Ba.y company) fo? Lir.
Saund.ers. That fal1 a trlp was made to Ya-1ley Clty ior ruour and seed.
wheatr  e"od- aaother t r lp to- the Goose r lver set t lembnt for  pobatoes.
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Blographles of  Rlverslde 01d. Sett lers
Alexander Saunders

In Novernber, Mr. Sa.und.ers went to pemblna wlth hls Red rlver cart
for good.s left behlnd by Mr. Chalmers, Part were at Pemblna and. the rest
at an Iceland.errs where Mr. Chalmers had had. a brea}d.own, 0n eomlng
over the steep bluff of the Sheyenne rlver, he sud.d.enly came upon four
lt*g-" elk. They seeroed. too frlghtened. to run, and. panted Just enough
for hlm !-o pass. The rest of tf ie Journey-down was irlthout notewortfiy
event. The flrst nlght of the return Journey he stopped a-t the horoe of
3-n a"cque.1ntB.nce. The, second. da.y 1t turned cold. and 

-bbgan 
to snow. fhat

nlght t le spent at  the home of an fceland. lc faml ly,  whr6h conslsted. of  a
man and a woman g-nd lwo glrls, the eldest of whom spole Engllsh qulte
wel1.  They ha.d.  but  L l t t le room ln thelr  newly mad.e pole h5use, but theg
ltospltably shared lt wlth bir. Sa.und.ers. The next moi"nlng lt 

"t lff 
snowld.,

but he. thought l t  best  to nush on before the snow became*too deep. Just
at l lght he-came ln the stbrm to a house 1n the tlmb"er, and askeh for
shel ter  that  n lght,  - l f  not  for  h lmsel f ,  at  least  for  h is weary team.
The man attenpted to d.rlve h1n away wftfr a pltchforlc. It was'rig[i, 

"snowstol:m ragbd., the oxen were exhiusted.. 
*The 

nran had plenty oi""oo*
end' fod-d-er. There was but one thlng to d.o. [,1r. Saun,Lers d.rbw a revolver
and" stayed.. At the Goose rlver he stopped over nlght wlth a man and
woman past mlddle l lfe, who hail sheltered. hlm when-he went north. It
was clee"r the next mornlng, and. he gtp.,rted. on h1s way. soon the storn
38a1n bloker B.Dd. flnally he became lost when about ten mlles from hls
home. fn the storm he met the d.r lver of  the Star ma1l route,  who also
was 1ost.  They compa.red. notes and started. on. The nal1 carylerrs horses
were overcome,by the storm e.nri. herd d.rlvlng and. reported. to the govern-
ment as k l l led by rnd"1ans. After passlng t f ie carr ler ,  Mr.  sa.unaeis lost
h1s dlrect lon agaln,  and also broke a w[eel  of f  h ls Red. r lver cart  Ln
a snow bank. The cart and the goods were left 1n a snow bank. At a.bout6 a.  m. he came to the house near n 'hat  ls now known as the Fluto br ld.ge.
In the-nornlng he returned. homer &rrd. wlth hls other team and. wagon re-
eovered h1s good.s. The cart wa.s aband.oned" and was €.estroyed. by"*--pru-1r1e
flre the next sprlng. 

-- r-

In 1882, Itr. Saunders bullt a lange confortable 1og house, ln whlch
he 1s  s t l11  proud to  l1ve .
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. I George Saunders, $F.

George Saunders was born at Newplts1lgo, Scotla.nd, Ida,rch 19, 1825.
l l ls  father was a ninlster whose fal l lng heal th obl lged hlm to teach.
Before leavlng Scot land. a sale was he1d. A large party of  re lat lves and
nelghbors lef t  Scot land. at  the same t lme, but a.11 exeept elght of  the
pa-r ty renalned ln Manltoba. They lef t  Scot la"nd.,  Apr1l  19,  1882, were
elghteen and one-half days. on the sea, and arrlved. at Valley Glty lr lay,
15, 1882. They erossed. the At lant lc on the &le"nl toba on Lrer f l rst  t r lp
" 1 p t h e g t . L a w r e n c e t h a t s p r 1 n g ' ? h o s e o n t E f f i w h o w e r e w 1 t h o u t
readlng were furnlshed. l l terature by the Nat lonal  ts lb1e soclety of  Scot-
1and. At Valley Clty they were met by Alexander Saunders end Alexander
Chs.lmers wlth two yoke of oxen e.nd" two teams. They had. wa.lted. at Valley
Clty seven d.ays for  the party to come. As thls was a.  spr lng of  very
hlgh water they rnet some d.lff lcu1ty on the way. At one pla.ce 1n the
Getchell nelghborhood. north of Valley Clty they mlred" on a grade and.
were obllged. to unload. the good.s, haul the wagon out to a d.ry place a.nd.
reload-. The flrst pla.ce they stopped. was Andrew Hend.ersonrs, where the
women of the party were refreshed. wlth bread., syrup and. black coffee.
They pushed. on the sa,rne nlght p.nd arrlved. at Mr. $e.undersr home at about
nld.nlght,  af ter  whlch panca.kes were baked to rel leve the hunger of  the
party. lr, lrs. Saund.ers dled. February 16, 19O?. I,1r. Saunders now llves
ln Washlngton, where he 1s engaged. 1n frul t  ra. ls lng.  fn 1892, h1s daugh-
ter, Jessle, marrled. John Thonoas Gorman and" rnr:ved to Washlngton. She
returned",  however,  af ter  l i , I r .  Gormanrg death,  and now keeps house for
her brother, Alexand.er Saunders.
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