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i  I  Blogrephles of  Rlversld.e Old.  Sett lers
l :  i  Alexend-er $eunders
l :  !

gf'q*Jna** Salnders wag"born Novernber 2, 1854, ln the parlsh of Tyrle,
Abeydeenshlre, Scotlsnd.. As a. smal1 boy he tend.ed. sh.eep, bnd. one of h1s
flrst remembranceg 1s of herdlng two cows. He worked. is a groom of
race horses, and. was the flrst man to race for &{urry of Fauc[fo1d, r,r 'ho
wag an extenslve breed.er of raclng horses. Later he worked. for a retlred
East Ind.la tea rnerchant where he cared for fancy d.rlvlng horses. At the
age of nlneteen he d.ecid"ed. to eome to Amerlca. Fron hls read.lng he ha.d
always wanted to see the world", and had a strong lncllnatlon toward.s New
Lealand.. But he had. relatlves and. frlends l lvlng neer Broguevll le,
Ontarlo. In 1848 hls maternal grand.father and. giand.mother, Mr. anil Mrs.
.ias. lYarnd.er, and. thelr two sons, James and Alexand.er, left $cotland for
Ce.nada. Thelr craughterts fare was also pald., but at last she d.ecld.ed. to
staX and marry George $aunders, who later came to North Dakota.

When Alexand.er Saund.ers wa.s read.y to leave $cotland frlend.s took
hlm and hls trunk ln a wagon to Turrlff, where he took the traln to
Glasgow. He left Glasgow on the steamshlp fulanltoba., a vessel naned. 1n
honor of the newly formed. provlnce of ManltoEa. TEe eommandlng offlcer
of  th ls vessel  was Captaln Wyl le,  who was also a l leutenant of* the Br l t lsh
royal  f leet .

i\,Ir. saundens left Glasgow the flrst week 1n Malr, 1g?5. The trlp-  o 'ccupled. fourteen days. Thls was the f l rst  shlp to cone up the St,
Lawrence that gprlngr a.nd. as la.te as 1t was, 1t became caugirt 1n the 1ce"and was dela.yed. for-four or f lve d.ays. The steamshlp company was maklng
?.tr la1 t r lp wl th the l \ fanl toba. for  th ls was the f l rst  t r lp s lnce she
had. been overhauled, ciif-ffi:Efif and. flfty feet a.d.d,ed. to the mld.d1e ln
the Gla.sgow shlp Xard.s that wlnter. The passengers sa.w scores of whales
and' lcebergs, and at one pla-ce the seals were so numerous that the crew
a,mused. thenselve-s by throwlng beer;..oott1es at them. Shortly a.fter la,ndlng
he was taken slck wl th scar let  fever,  whlch he he"d contracteA on the shlpf

The f l rst  wlnter ef terhe recovered h1s strength,  &h, Saund.ers
worked. ln the trshanty plneryrf along the Ottawa rlver, then known as the
Grand_rlver, and. stl l l  so known by the lumbermen. Ile occasslona.lly
worhed. 1n the saw ml1ls unt l l  he went west.

In 1878 a party of  1and. seekers havlng a speclal  t ra ln,  came west
over the Grand ?runk a"nd the Wlsconsln Centra.l rallroa.d.s to Flsherrs
Landlng, where the road, ended. (Flsiierf s Land.lng 1s now cal1ed" Fj.sher,
I l i lnnesota. .  See Col lect lons of  State Hlstor lcaL soclety of  North Dalota,
Vo1.  1 . ,  p .  96 . )  $  fne  par ty  l ven t  by  o ld .  s ty le  s te rn  whee ler  f la tboat
clown Red- Lake rlver and, the Red. rlver to Wlnnlpegr arrlvlng there May'4,  18?8, whl le the town was celebret lng the queenrs blr thdu.y.  s l r .
raunders took up Ia-nd ln the Turtle mountaln reglon, elghty m1les west
of the Red rlver and. slxteen m1les north of the bound.ary. That ssme
summer he rented. la"nd. 1n Pemblna county a m1le from Neche and. near
Srnugglerrs Polnt .  (So cal led because at  that  p lace the t lmber of  the
Penblna F.lver extend.s tn1e. long V-sha.pe across the lnternatlonal bound.e.ry
and. was a favorlte resort of smugglerl. ) He ralsed. two crops of wheat
there.  Because of  herd.  wlnters and. a grasshopper pest,  several  of  thenecess l t les  were  very  .h lgF. "_At^Neche . ia l t  ng i ;k  was s6 'd  *  pouna, - r tour
$12 a sack, a-nd- seed. wheit S5.50 a bushel. 
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were eontrolled by the l{ud.sonrs Bay Conpany. --These nvere lowered. a.s soon
es the boats came 1n the sprlng. In l{ay, 1880, I{r. $a.und.ers a.nd, John H.
Atchlson, a ploneer resld"ent of  Pemblna county,  rd"ecld"ed. to 1ook for land..
They went to G1end,en, $ilnnesota, to take the traln, and from there to
see the 1and. l-ear Val1ey Clty. They looked over the land. near Lalioure,
but d.ld. not l lke 1t. folt ' . Atchlson then went to Brooklngs, South Da.kota,
to see the land" there,  wh11e I ,1r .  Saunders lef t  Ya11ey gl t i  wl th a pack
mad.e-of  graln sack covered. wl th o11 eloth,  and- conta- ln lng-prov1slo-ns,
a raln coa,t  and s blanket.  A stone was t led.  ln one corner- to prevent
lhu-straps from sI1pplng of f .  He carr led.  a compa.ss and. a book-w1th the
land surveyr &rrd" havlng tlmber la.nd- 1n m1nd, ma.rked" 1n 1t such land. as
he thought d.eslrable. 0n leavlng Va.l1ey Clty he followed. the $heyenne
r lver for  about s lxty- f lve mlIes.  The f l rst  n lght  he spent at  SfLfey
crosslng wlth Frank Abbottr &rld. next d-at, tr\ay 24, lS8or*he saw h1s
present home for the f l rst  t1me. That nlght he stayed at  Ploneer Nelsonts,
( f f re name ls Amon Nelson or Amon Ophlme. 

*The 
present spe1l1ng of  Oph1me

1s probably a, corruptlon of Ophelm, meanlng up1a,nd. home. IHr.*Nelson
came to Dakota/ . i ,n 1879 wlth three other men whose names e.re forgotten.
He tr led.  to br lng a Norweglan colony, but fa l led.  because near ly a.11 of
the d-es1rab1e land. was tafen before hls set t lers could.  come. i l ls  home
was a" wel l -known stopplng place ln the ear ly days. )  From there he crossed.
tp the Soose r lver,  a.nd. fo l -Lo$'ed. 1ts fourteen or f l f teen ml les to a set t le-
ment of Norweglans. 0n h1$ way north he crossed. al-l the rlvers trlbuta_ry
to the Red rlver. At the fifoose rlver he walted a short t lme for the
complet lon of ,  a f99t  br1d.ge. The Forest  r lvsr he crossed" on two 1ogs.
Il crosslng the others he-roIled hls clothlng lnto a bund"le and wad.ed..
Th"-Pemblnar.  Tunt le,  and- Goose r lver land" wai  set t led. ;  the t r 'orest  r lver
Iand. was l lght and. sand-y; the Sheyenne rlver land. sulied. best. Mr. Saun-
d-ersr and. h1s brother-ln-law, Alexa.nd.er Cha,lmers, lmmed.lateIy started.
for the chosen land. wlth a Red. rlver cart, a yoke of young oien and nlows
for breaEl"e. They fo1Lowed. the Indlan trall for twenty-Ftve or thlrty
m11es. They passed" through St.  Joseph and. crossed. the Fenblna. r lver on
a raftrall brld.ge. They ha.d both yoke and. ha.rness for the oxen. Whll-e
travellng the fnd.la.n tra.l l they used. the herness by taklng out the shaf,ts
a"nd. puttlng on a pole of }l lr. Sa.und"ersr maklng. The yoke fras ea-sler on
the cattle on the prakrle. Slrortly after thetr arrlval }; ir. Chalmers re-
turned. to Pemblna to he.rvest thelr crop, brlng hls fan11y a-na LIr. Saund.erst
cattle_ and. good-s. After I!1r. Che.lmers had gone, Ivir. Atchison appeared,
af ter_havlng been to South Dakota.  He 1lked the 1and. neer Ltr . 'baund.ersr,
and also returned. to Pemblna for h1s fanrl1y. That was a busy summer for
Alexand-er $aunder"s. He broke ten or twelve a,cres, and planted a few
Dotatoes and. turnlps 1n the sod.. l le bulLt h1s fl i 'st house ln the bank
rf  the r lver.  I t  was l lned. wl th poles a.bout the s lze of  a.n ord" lnary-s 'boveplpe. The roof was of  poles covered wlth hay, bark and- d. l r t .  

-  
fh ls

house wa.s L4x22, and one or the warnest he ha-d ever l lved. ln.

After ha-lvestlng hls crop 1n Pemblna county, h,Ir. Chalmers returned.,
9l1n8rlS h1s" farolly-and. goods, two oxen, a wagon, a cow and. four plgs
(one of whlch was of stock lnported" by the }iud"son Ba.y company) fo? Lir.
Saund.ers. That fal1 a trlp was made to Ya-1ley Clty ior ruour and seed.
wheatr  e"od- aaother t r lp to- the Goose r lver set t lembnt for  pobatoes.
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In Novernber, Mr. Sa.und.ers went to pemblna wlth hls Red rlver cart
for good.s left behlnd by Mr. Chalmers, Part were at Pemblna and. the rest
at an Iceland.errs where Mr. Chalmers had had. a brea}d.own, 0n eomlng
over the steep bluff of the Sheyenne rlver, he sud.d.enly came upon four
lt*g-" elk. They seeroed. too frlghtened. to run, and. panted Just enough
for hlm !-o pass. The rest of tf ie Journey-down was irlthout notewortfiy
event. The flrst nlght of the return Journey he stopped a-t the horoe of
3-n a"cque.1ntB.nce. The, second. da.y 1t turned cold. and 

-bbgan 
to snow. fhat

nlght t le spent at  the home of an fceland. lc faml ly,  whr6h conslsted. of  a
man and a woman g-nd lwo glrls, the eldest of whom spole Engllsh qulte
wel1.  They ha.d.  but  L l t t le room ln thelr  newly mad.e pole h5use, but theg
ltospltably shared lt wlth bir. Sa.und.ers. The next moi"nlng lt 

"t lff 
snowld.,

but he. thought l t  best  to nush on before the snow became*too deep. Just
at l lght he-came ln the stbrm to a house 1n the tlmb"er, and askeh for
shel ter  that  n lght,  - l f  not  for  h lmsel f ,  at  least  for  h is weary team.
The man attenpted to d.rlve h1n away wftfr a pltchforlc. It was'rig[i, 

"snowstol:m ragbd., the oxen were exhiusted.. 
*The 

nran had plenty oi""oo*
end' fod-d-er. There was but one thlng to d.o. [,1r. Saun,Lers d.rbw a revolver
and" stayed.. At the Goose rlver he stopped over nlght wlth a man and
woman past mlddle l lfe, who hail sheltered. hlm when-he went north. It
was clee"r the next mornlng, and. he gtp.,rted. on h1s way. soon the storn
38a1n bloker B.Dd. flnally he became lost when about ten mlles from hls
home. fn the storm he met the d.r lver of  the Star ma1l route,  who also
was 1ost.  They compa.red. notes and started. on. The nal1 carylerrs horses
were overcome,by the storm e.nri. herd d.rlvlng and. reported. to the govern-
ment as k l l led by rnd"1ans. After passlng t f ie carr ler ,  Mr.  sa.unaeis lost
h1s dlrect lon agaln,  and also broke a w[eel  of f  h ls Red. r lver cart  Ln
a snow bank. The cart and the goods were left 1n a snow bank. At a.bout6 a.  m. he came to the house near n 'hat  ls now known as the Fluto br ld.ge.
In the-nornlng he returned. homer &rrd. wlth hls other team and. wagon re-
eovered h1s good.s. The cart wa.s aband.oned" and was €.estroyed. by"*--pru-1r1e
flre the next sprlng. 

-- r-

In 1882, Itr. Saunders bullt a lange confortable 1og house, ln whlch
he 1s  s t l11  proud to  l1ve .
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