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Blography of  l ienry $censen

--Lllai ' i  $cans en

The nanes o f  t i re ;oaren ts  o f  tne  p loneer  were  Xt r .  and. , r f rs .  G.  O.
$cansen. The name of the ploneer was Hr.  I ienry Scansen. l ie was born
Apr11 24, 186? 1n the country neer Laneboro, Mlnnesota.

t {e lef , t  home to take up land..  He caroe to North Dakota lnsteao of
, ln } ' :o ther  s ta te  becauge th"ere  was lo ts  o f  f ree  lanr i .  fn  Uor th  n" fo t * .- i ' : ,e t raveLe' l  wl th horgeg reachlng $lort i :  Dakota 1n 1899. Sar ly exper lences*"6- f  p loneer  C.ays :  He too lE  up  land ln  Fos ter  Townsh lp .  l i l e  f i r s t -honse
was f rane. Trlps to town were med"e wlth a lurnberwsgon and" horsee. $one
of the car ly hard.shlps were blLzzards and pralr le f l res.  Tne nearest
nelgnbor/ was l ielner Bonrude. Early farm ncashlnery and teeng were a
walklng plow and horseg. Ear ly schooL and ehur.ch--Pastor,  Rev, Frclst .
The fuel  was coe. l ,  got ten 1n town by load.s

i lenry 9cansen marr led lda f tand.klev 1n 19OL at  Pel lcan Raplds,  l , , l lnne-
so ta .  H!s  p resent  'p lace  o f  res ldence 1s  C, ropers town,  Nor th  Dakota .

Tire names and ad.d.resses of  h ls dessendents are:
1" i iable Scansen of  Bowman, North Dakota,  now i l l rs.  LangJ- le
2,  Clara Scg.nsen of  Cooperstown, i$orth Dakote.
5 .  C la rence Scansen o f  $ lour  Cnty ,  Iowa
+. t f f le $oensen of  Centervl i le,  South Dakota,  Now l ; l rs.  f i ,ooney
5. Davld.  Scansen of  $ loux Fa1ls,  $outh Dekota
6 .  F lo rence $cansen o f  Ch lcago,  I l lLno ls
?.  Gera1d $cansen of  Cooperstov,rn,  North Dakota
8. Hart ' ; t  Scansen, cf  Cooperstown, l {or tn Dakota
9 .  l leze l  Scansen o f  Coopers town,  \ lo r th  Dskota

10.  Frances  Scansen o f  Coopets town,  Nor th  Dakota
11. Ll1ah Scangen of  Cooperstown, North Dakota
L2, Wa1le.ce $cansen of  0oope::stown, North Dakota
15. Bernlce Scensen of  Coopefstolvn,  North Dakota
L4. Ruth $cansen of  Cooperstown, North Dalrota
15. f i ,obert  Scansen of  Cooperstown, Nonth Dakota
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Blognaphy of KorneLtus $eld.al

--I$alter Seld.al

/ Kornellus Selclal wae born Januany 8?, Lg44 to Mr. and. SIrs, uhnlet
Se lda l .

Se Lef t hone because he h,ad. relatlves 1n the Unltecl gtates. i{e c&neto $orth Da.kota beoauee hle chlLd.ren l1ved there. IIe cane on a shlp to
9g}a" ancl by tnaln to t{onth Dakota. He oane to Nonth p*toia in-epnp,1"901.

Thelr flret !tg*"g wes- a frane house. They nad.e theLn tr.lps to townvery seld.on, usua}ly ln a luggf. f lhero were_vbry bad. bLlzzard.g. grriy'--
useil horses fon.worklng and. f,ail a pLow use$ !y rrirna. O. H. W;;tlet andtO' Stokha were the nearest nelghboi"e. IIe had.-no echoollnfi h;;;,-t it
le belons-e$ to the Zlon 0burehl thelr fuel or"s ao"t and. 6oodl secureofrom nelghbontng towns a,nd. wood.s by the rlven.

se was narrled. to rngen Ofted.atrL ln Nonway ln La?4

He nos l lves by the gheyenne rlver.

Hle d.esoenclents are C, $eli laL, H. gel.dal, ldrs. I. WagJ.e.
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Eio;;ra1:hy of Sl-e $eru.inga_rd

(One  o f  t he  t , i r o  f i r s t  t eacherc  i n  Gr igss  Cormty . )
c le  i ie ' ' inga.c i 'vas bo 'n.11 

! l l *  pu l^r . : ;a  o l  rg l lg ,  r , ro , .va- , r  l lece inber  pz,L856r  a l1c l  ca l le- to  A 'ner j -ca ' r ' i th  h is  pr r " r r ts-  rn  rg68l  . " , , . *y  set t rec i  on e
far- ' '  jn 
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!.ee"gn1n; ,l.,J'f"",n:.ni-iJ,,r*1orr.o*r, 0;;;;;;* '..:.ntj-L lgBIr .,,hen he":ent to l {or th DErLloIa 
""o-ta, ; ;hU "" i ro" i ,  

on-e yeF. i r  i i r  cass count j i ,  af ter-
'varcl gti ini.-; to Grigi;-s coJntll,"i,nuiJ".fJ*took ;--h;'.,r;;te"c, cJa:.. in. ir leuert-f i l l lord 'vas otte'5f, t:re- t; 'o ri-r*i sJiroor t:t: l ;;;;"iLn, +ri54gs .;ounry aften
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?pqo_tlteri  i : ,6;. i isf,s3 of the i I .  S. Lancl Off ice
at Dev j . ts Laj;e i : ; . -  pl ."siaJnt-. , i" f i rr i" ; .r .Ji ia^,nulg 

t l .L 
_posit io4 

for r . , , . i i re; i ea rs .  i i e  a_
late 

-  
igo, 'J . * - ' : :o  se: :vec l .  t ' " ro  t " r ' , is  

- "J ' t i * " .sr . ' rer  

or  la insey r ,or : ' t ]  in  t r reseve ra r ,uu " * ' "  " t " "  a  i ne ln l : e r  o f  t ] . i - e  
" i i r r  

co r r -nc i l .  o f  Lev i l s  Lake  fo r

I ' l r '  $e i r r rgard 
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$lvar $cnungard.

Slvar Scrungard ras born tn LcrJo Forray, Dcc llr1859. tllo parcntr rero Bevcr
_and Anna O.Bage. Hc attcndcd thc publtc rohoolc of Howay, aad of Erorn aud
fs.tonraa countl'ce llnn. tatcr hc gratlnatctlrforn Xanlato iligh School ln lBBi
- and ln 1890 gratluatcd f ron U. of llnn, and in tg81 ao Lt.B; Hla f tmt rceldcno
ln thc U.8. la,E at Rlvordell ftnn" tn iAOg bc aovcil to Coopcrrtotn and llvctl thrp
for about ctglrt foarrcBe tas adntttcd to thc bar ln f,D. t;1BgO, anil !,n 1g91 begsa
Preuctlcl'ng 18t at Dcvllce Lakc il.Dale and uadc lt hla hlac untll hlr death.
Ec rag narr{ 'ed Feb"X2r1894 to l tge &btcl lo f, lr tcr oi Covfngton Ecntuofy.



;' Btography of o. P. $helstad.
IIay 22, 1929 1 --Clarence Shelstad

i{r. O. P. Shelstad. was born ln 18?4, f lve nlles west of Zumbrota,
ldlnneeota, on a smaLl faru. In hls twentles he far^neil. for hlnself, and
later on moved. to Clarlesa, trf i lnnesota. fhere he bought a farrs, whleh
he farnecl fon a f ew yee,t 's. He got slsk and went to southern lf i lnnesota
where he took treatnents. Shen sel1 agaln, he went back.

He got to be nnalL carrler and movedl to town. Sr. Shelstad. carjrte&:-::
- \ *i for-about four years, when he sqs elected. nanagar of the Eagy{.falley

-<oop€f,a,t1ve Creamery.

When he movecl to town, he bought a home coneletlng of f lve aores.
fhe creamery $ras lmprovlng and he wa,S re-eleoted.. After a couple of
years ln the creamery, he bought half share ln a hand.ware store, fhe
buslness was soli l elx months later becauee he couliL not take cane of the
creanery and harcl.ware store both.

He stayecl 1n the ereanery ten years anil then reslgnei!. and. novedt to
Cooperstown to take c&re of the creanery there, ?he other partner wanted.
to nove back to Mlnneeota and soneone had. to take care of  the buslnees.

[r. ShelstaCl, has l lved. 1n Cooperstown elnce i i l f i l id J,eavlng ]f i lnneeota,
and. he expects to stay qulte a whlle longer.

Before he novecl  to C1ar lsear op when ln hls teent s,  he went to a
buslness eoLlege at &ed Wtng, Mlnnesota. fhls co3.Lege Sa,ve hln nuoh
bookkeeplng whlch helped hln to take care of books ln aLnoet any buslneeg.

',.ry
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Blography of Mrs. $evard.t Skagen

--Olaclys Slrnpeon

The per"ents of the ploneer were 01e Ol"eon and. Glvle $horsen. The
ploneerf g maldlen natre was Margarlte Olson.

She was born ln the yea:r 194b, ln Ga1, Hellngd.al, Norway. Her
father wae a fannen. There wene flve ohlld.ren ln-the fanllyl foun glnle
and. one boy.

W!9o Ma:rgarlte Olgon oe$e to Anerlca, ghe wae twenty-four years of
age- fhl 's was ln the year 1881. Mlnnegota ls where she epent ttre flnst
three years thet ghe was ln the Unlteri l States. She was thbn nanrled. to
Sevand.t $kagen, and. they novetl to North Dakota to take up Land..

lhen they flret oane here, they bought one quarter of Lanct whloh
was sltuated. ln Washbunn Townshlp, Orlggi 0ounty.

The flrst houee that they l lved. tn was bullt of sod., and. lt was ten.
by twelve feet ln e1ze. Latei '  they bul l t  a Log house tweLve feet square.

Al-1 travellng was d.one wlth oxen, and. they dtrd, not have the farn
machlneny that,peopLe d.o now. They hauled. fuei from the valley, as there
wes no nallroacl nunnlng through her"e to bnlng ooaL.

Thetr only nelghbon was S. O. Honne. He llvecl one-fourth of a ml1e
eagt of where. Skagene llved.. At that t lme thene was no tnaoe of Coopere-
town. The only town there was fon thern to go to was a pJ"aoe oaffea
Mardell, eltuated. on the landl now owned by NeLg Anneson. Thle town con-
s ls ted .  o f  a  e tone and a  pos to f f l ce .

- They ltved _1n the tog houee for elght yea.rs, end. they then bullt a
larger_house of lumber ln-the year 1892; A-1arg6 grove of trees wagplanteil on the plaoe by Mr. Sklgen, though he ndvei l lved. to see them
fully grown

_ They nalsei l  a {arnlLy of  f lve gtnLs, Bentha (Mrs.  G. SlrapEon);  Oena,
Lena (mre. J..Auren), Juita ana euirrtta. -;A11 of these anre how ctead,
exoept Mrs. Auren encl Mrs. Sk&gen, who le also l lvlng

!{rs. _Skagen ls now seventy-one yeare of age and. ehe stlLl Llveg on
the sane fann, four mlLes east-  of  Co6perstown.*
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C a r l  S k a r e

n la r tha  anc l  John  Ske re  a re  tne  na ,nes  o f  t r : e  p ioneer f  s  pa ren t *c .
P l cneer t s  nane  i s  Car l  Ska re .  , t { e  $Jas  bo rn  i n  i ' l l ovember  18 ,  l - 881 .
Fe  was  coTn  nea r  Be rgen ,  l l o rwar ' .

i { e ,  j t r s t  1 i l r e  so  :nan l " '  o the rs ,  l e f t  t he  o1d  coun t r y  beceuse  the re
w e r e  s o  n a n y  h a r C  t i r n e s .  " r  h a d  h e a : : d  o f  t h e  v a s t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
t h a t  t ] : i s  c o u n t r l '  o f f  e ' r  ' " ,  e a b i e r  t o  e a r n  n o n e l /  a n . l .  i r r r c h  b e t t e r  l a n d s i

T T s  e e ' l e  t o  l o r t h  D a k o t a  i n s t e a d  o f  s o l e  o t h e r  s t a t e  b e e a ' ' l s e  h e
had f  r i  en, i  s  here in  ] t r .  Da r l  .

T h e  t r i p  f r o ' r  p t o n e e r r s  h o ' n e  t o  1 i ! ' .  D a k .  l o a s  D e s e t  r v i t h  o r s t a c l e s
a :nd  ha rCsh ips .  f l ne  th ing  was  he  cc r : l dn t t  speak  Eng_ l - i sh .  0 f  cou rse
ove r  the  ocea .n  wasn t  t  so  i : 4 . r , ' 1 ,  b r r t  i t  was  d i scou ra :  j nn  a f te r  he  ca ' {e
to  New York

I l e  ca re  ove r  t o  1 : r .  Dak .  i n  190? .  I {e  took  r l p  h i s  l anC i . n  l r i l l - i a t r s
Coun ty .  The  nea res t  t c l ' r n  was  A rn i : r cs .  Hans  Kve , r l l t e  ras  h i  s  nep , l es t
n a i  o f r } . n r  r F l rr ru r r i r : uu ! .  ruO ho r rse  he  l j - ved  j . n  r ves  a  1 i t ' : 1e  shan t \ ' .  f  t  r r ya .s  na rJe  O f' c o a r d s  

a n C  w a s  1 ?  b , v  1 4 . f e e t .  T h e  t e a ' n  r : e  h a d  w a s  t w o  a x e n .  ' n h e
mach ine r l , r  was  a  wa1 ' -1nq  p1ow.  tTs  i r c r rowed  the  o the r  neceBS6r : r  rnach ine  y

The  c rops  re . i sed  were  v r r ,ea t ,  oa ts ,  ba r1s1 '  an r l  f l " ax .  Tha t  J re? r
t h e  c r o p s  a l l  d r i e c l  o u t .

T h e  f u e l  o f  e a r 1 5 r  d a l i s  w a s  1 i q n . i " t e .  T h e y  g o t  i t  f r o n  t h e  r n i n e s .
?he i r  had  to  - ' l r i ve  i t  hone  i n  v rasons  w i th  oxen .

The  ha rds . f r i ps  the l '  hed  " f l e re  p re t t l z  ha r r j .  The l , '  hod  s rows to rs ,
h a i l  s t o r n s ,  d i r t  s t o r n s  a n t L  p r a i r i e  f i , r e s .

The  p ioneer  i s  a  s1ng1-e  l r t an .  P resen t  hc re  c f '  p io t - l ee r  i s  j n
A lbe r ta  ,  Canada  in  t l - e  so r - r t he rn  pa  r t  .  T l ' e  nea  res t  l  o ron  i  s  T ,o l ra l i  s t .
! { e  was  } :e re  n i . ne  J rea rs .  Then  he  so ld  h i  s  ho : .nes tead  k te re  i n  rT .  Dek .
a t r d  l r e n t  t O  1 , 1 - t e r t e ,  C c n a C a  w h e r e  h e  t O o k  h g n e s t e a c i .  t T g  1 e r ' t  h e r e
, - ;€cd r l se  the  l and  was  so  s ton - ' r .  L le  wen t  t o  Canade  to  see  how i t  was
the re  a rd  i  t  be i -n r "  sa t i s fac to r r r  he  l oca te r i  on  a  ho rnes tead  the re .  ' r e
star ted or i t  w i th  four  oxen.  The nachiner : , r  that  he 

-had 
d i , .J  nor  anor- : ,n t

t o  u r r ch .  The  fo t : r  f  i r s t  yea r -q  were  r i i scc r r rag ing  be inq  ha i l ed  o r . r t
nnC Cr ied  o r : t  eve rv  yea r

s e  h a C  e j s h t v  n 1 1 e e  t o  t o w n .  ! t  t o - k  h i r n  f r c ' n  I  t o  l C  d a . y s  t o
na . l ce  the  t r i p  f o r th  and  bae ' , ,  b r - r t  a f t e r  t he re  was  more  se t t l ed  he
carne nearer  anr l  nearer  to  narket .  tvow he vras on11"r  for . r . r  and a ha,1f
n i l e s  t o  t o l v n ,

l r l h e n  h e  f i r . q t  c e . ' 1 e  t : . - e r e ; : e  h ; i C  a  s h a n t l :  i r _ r s t  a s : _ n  r l .  D a k .  T t
was  bu i l t  o r r t  o f  boa rds "  ?he  shan t_y  syps  l t  b r r  l 4  f ee t .  l i l ow  he  has  a
b i g  h o r r s e  a n c  b a r - , .  l T e  l : a g  a  h a l f  s e e t i : n  c f  l a n c .  L a s t  y e a r  h e
b o u q h t  h i s  f i r s t  a l t t o ' r t c b i 1 e .  i { e  i s  n o w  w e l l  J ' i x e r i .

- - - - l l a  r t ha  g i  ok / j  s t

J
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Sriertha and. John Skare are the names of tbe ploneerts parents. H1s
name 1s Carl Skare. IIe was born 1n November 18, 1981. near Bergen,
Norway.

He, Just  l lke so nany others,  lef t  the o1d country because there
Iqere so many hard tfuaes. He had heard of the vast opportunltles that' '  ts  eountry of fered.,  easler to es.rn money and. much better Iand.s.

He ceme to N. Dak. lnstead. of  some other state because he had
fr lends here 1n N. Dak.

The tr lp f rom ploneerrs home to N. Da"k.  was beset wl th obstaeles
and. hard.shlps. One thlng was he couldntt speal Engllsh. Of course
over the ocean wasnrt  so hard",  but  l t  was dlscouraf lng e. f ter  he came
to New York.

l{e cane over to N. De.k. 1n 19O2. He took up hls lancl ln Tf1ll1ans
County. The nea-rest town was Ambrog. I lane Kvamme was his nearest
nelghbor.  The house he l lved. 1n was a Ll t t le shanty.  I t  was mad.e of
board.s and. was rz by 1,4 feet. The team he had. was two oxen. The
machlnery was a walklng nlow. IIe borrowed. the other necessary nachln-
ery .

The crops ralsed were wheat,  oats,  bar leyrand. f lex.  That year
the crops all d.rled. out.

The fuel of early d.ays was l lgnlte.
They had. to drlve lt home 1n wagoni wlth

we 6d{6Vl/#A barashlps they had were
snowstorms, ha1l storme, d. lr t  gtorms and

They got l t  f rom the rnlnes.
oxen.

pretty hard.. They had
pra l r le  f1 res .

Mr. $kare 1s a. s1ng1e man. l i ls present home ls 1n Alberta, Canada
1n the southern pe.r t .  .  The nearest  town ls Loyal lst .

He was here nlne years.  Then he soId.  h1s homestead. here ln N. Dak.
and. went to Alberta, Canad"a where he took a homestead,. He left here
because the land. was so stony. He went to Canpda to see how 1t was
there and 1t  belng sat lefactory he located. on a homestead. there.  He
started. out wlth four oxen. The machlnery tha-t he ha-d d"ld. not asount
to much. The four flrst years were olscouraglng belng ha11ed. out and.
d.rled. out every yeer.

- He had. elghty mlles to town. rt took hln from I to 1o d.ays to
make the trlp forth and. back, but after there was more settled he
came nearer and. nearer to narket. Now he has only four and a_ half
m l 1 e s  t o  t o w n .

I{hen he flrst ceme there he had" a shanty Just as ln N. Dak. rt
was bu11t out 16/ of boa.rd.g. The shanty was i2-by 14 feet. Now he has
P b1g house and- barn.  He hag a hal f  sect lon of  land. Last year he
bought h1s f l rst  autoraobl le.  He 1s now wel l  f lxed.
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X.ll. Slra.ustad
By 0.D.Purlnton,Clcrhn end Historlan of the OId Sett lerg lseoclatlon.

l{.11.8}ranstad ilas born in Ostor<lahLen Norway rlftay 24rI847, whcre hls youth
and carly uanhood was paased. 0n Junc 21rt 187? he wae narrled to lfilee
Annls Hogcneon ol that placo and contlnued to rceide in l{onray until
June 1884 shon ho rcnicvail  with hta fanily to thc Unltsd $tatce.

They oana diroctly to Grtgga County whero they cctt lod on thc
Honogtcad ln tha towashlp of Fonnc6$ rvhlch haE been thoir contlnuoug
rssldence. lbcrc ldr.SkranEtai l  pasaod asay on $cpt.Eth XglSrlcavlng hls
wifs and Bcven chlldron. Mr.Skranstad waE a nan hlghly rcspected by al l
who l,new hin:, a iaan of sterl ing worth whose paeslng sae a docidod
loes to the cornmunity and this leaocLation.



l{athilda lorfln $loulin

Hannah and John ?orflnrs daughtor, sathirila, wae the firet rhitschild born in Griggs County.
xre Torf in, tho daughter of 01e Oleon BJornstad, togetirer with [erhuebandrhor parents, her 'oroti :ers 

and eietcre, anrt neighbors f rom naaroaago rova, firet- car:e to eriggs county in about Aprll 1gg0. They atoppcilf iret at Ouunit Helgon 0pheinre; t t"o l icated land and buil t  log houeosfor  thsnseivee.
Hr.Torf ints cholce of land was SW| 25-146*b8 tn the Sheyonne Rivsrvallay.The sltc of hlE 1og houso was ai*oEt at the proeont locatioa ofAlf ucl'andfs farm buildinge, Eaat of tha uer.and Daa. ?hsrs on s"ii/r-ieeo,rl th tr{rs. Torf in atteaded onty Uy her sotrrer r l{rs.BJonrstadr}fathi lclawas born, the f irst chtld of the- 60unty, tne i tret ohtla of hsr parente.

[\ro of her brotlior'--Edw:ia la lgg?, 
"nd- 

t].bErt tn lgg4-- rore bonr lnth is  Log houeo.
Mathi lda Torf in togothor r l th Kato Olgon 0phein, the aocond chiLi lborn.ln Grlggs county, ras baptlzed in ths latc falt  by Rov r. Lunileby,a tutheran d'esionary who vlsitad the gett lEre of the Sheyonne Valley"
Mr' Torf ln tog! f inal proof on hln laad ln 1883. The farni ly uoved toRouasEau uinn. tn L8B?. rf t ir  the r leath of l [rs. torf lnr, *oit"", u"r.BJorastad, the fanily returnsd to tho hono of Mr.Bjornstad ln fromnogs

township, to take care of him. l f tar the dcath of Mr. EJornstad, thefanily renalnsd ln N.D, but noved to lneta N.D. rhero t irey epeni ttra restof  th i i r  l ivae.  [1r .  Tor f ia  d lsd in  Apr . t932,  and Mrs.Tor i i .n- in  t {ay lgg5,
Mathilda was narried to Olaf M, sloulin- on tr{ay 6,l,900 at lnata,by Fev. Thayer.
l{r 'sj .oul ln, 0f Norrrogian ancestry was born in $lsconatn, May gr 1g?5.Ho was a pharnacist by traae. He cil.sd July l lgBO.
Thc housa in whlch Mre' Sloulln wae born tn was bull t  in tho eprlngof  1880 by hor  fa ther ,  John ror f r .n .  I re  burr t  i t ; t  r ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; . ,  the t rseaon his oltn honneetead. rt ras 9 by 3.4, had two windows and one door. Thohoueeholal furniehiagg wero einple, moetly honc nadg.They had thelr owncandle mold,

l(rs Sloulin diad in
Sho lEft four chi ldronl Eff iesloulin Volknr.an,l laselle $louLla 0ttsrsontcltcrr,Idi ldrod Si.oulla Syvarteon, and l{ i1ton Slou1ln,

Blbllography :Q;r.restionaire, by nre. slourln for Hannahlande
Intervisw of Al.bort Torf inrby

Xyrt le Portsrvi l le
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01e Jolgen 0mund-son Soma was born 1n Norway near the clty of Sand.nes
on ihe 28th day of  October,  1E55. Hle parents were Omund. and Agnethe
Omundson. He left hls horoe 1n Norway ln 1882 because he belleved North
Dakota wouId. prove a more profltable pLace to farm.

So rnany lnmlgrants were conlng to Amerlca, at the tkoe that no lnm1-
,r'Bflt boats were ava11ab1e at the date of hls sa.lI lng, so that he had. to

Gake an Oslo boat to Amsterdam. Here he remalned. for f lve d.ays. Then
to London where they were d.elayed flve daf,s. A cattle boat on the Crown
Llne was sllghtly renodeled" to accommod.ate lmrnlgrants. The rooms ln thls
boat reere very fl l thy. For fourteen daye they salled the Atlantlc 0-
gea!. The Journey ended 1n a panlc as there lras a shortage of coal and.
f ood..

Arrl l lng ln New York the lrnmlgrant traln carrled. them to Chlcago
at a break neck speed., the traln neared. a large brldge, et the moment
they reached. the brld.ge the traln Jumped. the ialIs, sffA several rods
along the tles. Mr. Soma relates that for a few noments he feared. thls
to be hls last rlde. Nothlng serlous happened. but a" d.elay of a few
hours unt l l -  a new englne could.  come to re11eve. At Chlcago they lef t
on a smaller traln for the Dakotas. Enterlng the Red Rlver Valley 1t
seemed. as lf the traln were enterlng the ocean. As far a.inea-d. as one
cou1d. see' the va11ey was flood.ed., coverlng the ra1l by several lnches.

In the latter part of Ma-rch, 1882r &1r. Soma reacheil Valley Clty to
look for tand.. He looked. for land. souih of Cooperstown where he took a
homegtead.. He erected a frame shanty where the'- Shepard Farmerr s Elevator
now stands. Hls lend. ls located. ln range 159 and townshlp 145. He d-ug
hls barn four feet d.eep lnto the ground, 24x4O feet and. pioved very efl
f1c1ent. When golng to town for provlslons he drove wlth one ox and
one horse. Coope{stown was then a v11lage of  a few abod.es.  H1s nelgh-
bors were Ell lng Johnson, T. T. Fuglestad-, Andrew Benson, MF. IvlontgomerXr
and. Mr. Zlmnernan. For flve years-he plowed. wlth oxen, uslng flve; two
for seed.er and. three for d.rag, Uslng all attonce he managed.-to coirer
muoh, space 1n short t1ne. He used. a blnd.er d.rawn by oxen-for harvestlng
and._ $wen Aalgaard threehed for the entlre comrnunlty. Very dry yeare
folIowed. but &1r. Somar s land was 1ow whlch lnsured. good" crops- each year.
lTheat and oats were the general crops he ralsed.. For fuelr-buckwhelt
and. grass seed. screenlngs from the elevator were burned.. iruel seemed
unattalnabre but he hauled. oak wood. from the sheyenne Rlver,

One year a large pralrle flre swept d-own fron the northwest wlth
_ ;d,r{ wlnd.. The corner of the flre was almed d.lrectly for the school
h-ouse. Wlth wet sacks LIr. goma and help managed. to kbep the flre from
the school house and. bulld.lngs. One lvlalch, a?ter co:nparatlvely flne
wef,,t[er, a flerce b11zzard" raglng three d.ays troze nany catt]-e grazlng
ln sloughs anit vlclnlty. The storm was so flerce that wlnd.ows 6ere
blown ln some shacks, Ind"lane sometlmee paesed. thru vlclnlty on way to
Dev l ls  La_ke.

In 1885 x'Ir. soma was maruied. to Iulss Grrrlna Froiland.. she d1ed" and.
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. Blography of Ole Jorgen Onund.son Sona
, --W1111an Sharpe

he narrled Mlss LtEa Lee. After haLf a yea,r of marrled. llfe ghe d.leil
and 1n 1902 be marnled. Glna Kyd.land.. To hls flret wlfe were born gmund.,
Osoar, and. Jonas Soma, all of Cooperstown and. Mrs. Frank H. Plohett
]1v1n-S-gt Truman, M1nn. Chlldren-from the last unton are L1se, Torger,
Ingvalf,.{ . Gurlna, Mllilned, and Jud.lth. Flve grand.chlLd.ren, Jo;ice a nd.''e!.la,$ona, 

Iloward. and. Irene Sona and. ErLe ptckett.

Mr.' Soma 1s now resld.lng on hls farm flve rnllee south of Cooperstcwn,
hle orlglnal farm belng nana$ed. by h1s son, Onund..





FT 1"i??R BT ISHAPL"y
01e . ror -en Omrrnd_scn !o* la

Ole Jorze ' ' l  On: :nCscn So,ra lvas born in  l lorwa.Jr  ne i j r  t ! :e  c i  t1 ;  C
Sand"nes on the ?8th .1a1r  of  actcber  - '1-853.  r t is  parents. i r ' : rer€ Oi l ' rnd a ' , rd
AEne the  In r tn4 .son .  rTe  I  e f  t  h i s  h -D ' , re  i n  11q1 ' r= rsy  i n  188?  bec . : ' r se  he
D e l i e v e C  r i o r t h  l a k o t r  w c r r l {  D r o v e  a  n o r e  t - r r c o i t i o . ! " e  p l a c e  t o  f p 1 ' , .

So  ' ' n *ny  i * r ' n i g ran ts  were  co , l i nS  to  A :ne r ie : ,  e i t  t he  t i ' : r e  t he t  no
i e - ' t i g r a n t  ,  o B r s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t t e  J i : : t e  o f  h i s  s a l l i n q ,  s o  t h r t
be I rad to  tF; l te  i . ' ' , .  ns lo  boat  t , r  A ' ' ' rs ter ' ' i : , - r r .  ITere r  e  re, la iner i  for  f i r re
i l avs .  Then  t c  Lon i l t n  i vhe re  t ' . ey  were  r i e leys4  f  i ' r e  da l r s .  I  c l t , - 11e
cca t  on  the  Crown  T  i ne  vsa  s  s l i gh t l y  re roc le leC  t r :  acco r rnod .a te  i ' r ' n i s ran ts .
The  rooas  i n  t h i s  bce t  i : j e re  r ; e r l i  f i l t hy .  Fo r  f o r r r t een  da l , ' s  t i : g . ;
s e i l e d  t h e  A t l e n t t c  O c e l r .  T h e  i o t : , r n e r r  e n r i e d  i n  a  p a n L c  a s  t h e r e  i v a s
a  sno r ta re  o f  coa l .  an r l  f  nod ,

l : r r i v l n ,q  i n  lTew Yor l .  t he  i "n " r i c ran t  t re in  ee r r i eC .  t he ' l  t o  Ch icagc
a t  '  n rea ' l '  neek  s r l ee r l ,  t : :  e  t ra in  nen red  a  l a rge  b r i r l ge ,  a t  t he  ' no . ren t
the l r  reached ,  t be  b r tCge  the  t ra ' i n  i r :moed  the  ra i . l - s ,  s1L11  *ce ' . ze rF i1 ,  rodq
a l o n : ' t h e  t i e s .  " r .  a o : n a  r e l a t e s  t h a t  f c r  a  f e w  n o q e n t s  h e  f e a : r e l
t h i  s  t o  be  h i " s  "1 "ec t  r . i de .  ' r o th - rng  se r io r : . s  happened  b . ' r t  |  4e1aJ r  o f  a
few  ho r t r s  r t n t i l  -  ne ' , : r  e rq ine  ccu l . cL  cone  to  re l i eve .  A t  Ch icago  thev
l e f t  o n  a  - q n e l l e r  t r a i  n  ; o r  t h e  l a k o t a s .  E n t e r i - q r  t h e  R e i  R i ' . i e r  t r a i l e y
i t  s e e ' n e . l  a s  i f  t h e  t r a i n - ' i v e r e  e n t e r i - n g  t h e  o c e a n l  l s  f r . ; r  e h e a d  a s
one  co r r l - l  see ,  t he  va11e : r  r , , a , s  f  " l - ood  e , l ,  eove r i  na  the  : : a . i 1  b r , '  seve ra l
i n c n e s .

Tn  the  I  a t t e r  na . r t  o f  "a reh ,  188? ,  ' { r .  . 9ona  reached ,  \ I a ' l , l  e ' r  01 ty
to  l oo l t  f o r  1an '1 .  i ' e  l oo ' i eC  {o r  l and  so r r th  o f  Coopers town  r rhe re  he
took  a  ho .nes tead .  r re  e rec teC a  f ra 'ne  shan ty  r i he re  the  Shepard  Fa rne r rs
E leva to r  no i v  s tan l s .  t l i s  l and  i s  l oca ted  i n  ra * . ' , l , e  1b , r  an r j  t o r r ynsh in  ] .A5 .
I re  dt :S h is  be. rn for r r  feet  d .eep in to the s ' ror rnd,  24.  bv 4f  feet  snd prorred
ve ry  e j ' i  j - c l en t .  . l hen  go ing  to  town  f  o r  p rov i s i r : ns  he  r l r ove  w i t i - .  one
o x  a n d  c n e  h o r s e .  C o o p e r s t o n n ' ; r : s  t l : e n  e  v i l l a g i e  o f  a  f ' e w  r : b o ' t e s .  t ' i s
ne ighbors  were  E1 . l - i ng  Johnson ,  T .  " l ' .  3 ' r rg1es ta i , r . ,  4nd1 ' s1v  Bensonr  1 , ! r .
l ' {ontgo,  er1r ,  ar .d  ' , ' r .  Z in :nerman.  For  f lve year-q I 'e  n lo"red wi th  oxen,
us ing  f  i ve ;  twg  f  Or  seeder  anC th ree  f  o r  d ra i " : ' .  , i l s i ne  ; . 1 ' l  a t  l nce  he
"nalng.d to  cover  nr rch space in  a shor t  t ine.  ue use, i  a  b i -n ler  dra-r , r r
u y  o x e n  f o r  h a r v e s t l n - ' a n d  S w e n  A l l g a n r d  t h r e s r e d  f o r  t r ' e  e n t L r e
coinrnuni ty .  T/ery  dr l l  years fo l lowed" but  . . r .  Soma.rs  1an, l  r , las lorv  rqh ich
1ns ' l - red  good  c rops  eeeh  yea r .  ' , { hee t  an r l  oa ts  } re re  i l : e  genera l  c rops
ne  ra i  sed .  Fo r  f i r e l ,  b r r ckv lhea t  and  g ra  s -c  seed  sc reen i  ngs  f  ro .n  the
elevator  were burned.  F ' . re l  seerneC unat tarnaole br . : . t  he i iar r led.  oak wood
f rom the  Sheyenne  R ive r .

One  yea r  a  l a r , : e  i : r a i r i e  f i r e  s 'F rep t  nown  f ron  the  ro r th rves t ' $ i . t h
heavy  w ind .  ?he  co rne r  o f  t he  " r re  was  a i . ned  d i rec t l y  f o r  t he  schoo , l
hor . l .se.  l { i t l  wet  sacts  'Tr .  -co ' f la  and hel -n n; rna.qe4 to  l reep t re  o i  re  f rorn
t i r e  schoo l  hc r r se  an r i  o r r i l d i ng -e .  Cne ' ,oa rch ,  a f te r  co rpays f , i ' r s ' l - y  f i ne
wea the r r  a  f i e rce  b l - t zza rd  rag ing  th ree  da ,ys  f r cze  Hdny  ca t t l e  r raz rng
in s lo ' . lghs and ' r1c ln i  t l r .  The storrn was sc f  ierce that  wi  n , lorvs #ere
bl  o lvn in  in  so" le  shaeks.  Tncl : i -a .ne so 'net i - res passecl  througi :  the v lc in i iv
on  waJ /  t o  Dev i l s  Lake .  f n  188 r , ,  r 1 r .  So 'na  was  " ra r r : i e : ' i  t o  f  i ss  ,$ ' : r i =a
9 l r 1 1 a n d .  S h e  C . i e C  e n r l  h e  m a r i : 1 e d : - , f i s s  l i r a  L e e .  A f t e r  h a l f  a  - \ r e a r
o j ' i i a r r i e . l  l i f e  * q h e  d l e d  a n d  i r  1 9 o a  h e  r n a r r i e d  G i n a ' { v c l a n c .  T c  h i s
f i rs t  wi fe  nsere born O ' :nr l ,  0-ecar  enr i ,  Jona-s aor . - ' !a ,  a l l  o f  Coo-oersto l " rn
a rd  l 1 rs .  F ran l r  s .  P i cke t t  l i ' r i ng  a t  T r r - rman ,  " i nn .  C l r i l ;Ten  f ' r o rn  the

{/
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01e  J .  r  e -  Oar l . " . : l  eon  to - rp  (  ccn t r rue :1 )

1a.s t  : - rn ion F j re 1,1sf  ,  Torr  er ,  f  n1; r 'e .1d,  'Sr t r inE ,  ' r i1drec1 ar  _ i  Jr r i i i  t l .
F ive ; : ran lc i i l , l ren,  J3. ' , .ce a1d I - ,e i ia"  !ona. ,  ' rO. ,vA.r i  anc i  I rene So' - ta
i : : r ' {  a r l e  F i c l . e t t .

Hr .  r lo ' ] l3 ,  is  now rest -11i . . ' ; .  cn h i ,s  far" .  f . i ' re  'n i1es -qor l th  of
Cooperq to l rn ,  h i  s  o r i q i  na1  fa r l  De r -nB  ' ra i1 t ;e i  b r r  h . i s  son ,  i r r1 r .11 { .

- -  ' i ' 1  t - i  e  -  r h e T r e
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J{'"*l.d 
{Frds* *silun*!**n *pma ns* b*rri tr,n f.}orwxy nenp .tir* stty *f **rrei*es.

*R the fr&th .*r*y;*f *+t*b*rr I"SS&, ;ILs g*.rs;rt* ffere nmUird *;:d AgaethE
**inilecl*+n. fie lctt hls hosee Ln tt,$r*€y lfli: lSSn $r***u*e he' S*J'lcreE Forth '

lckois v;ou).d pror* F, upr$ r'r'oflt*rbla .nLaee to f*rrn,^'Fo.ts$.y X"'***lgr*$trrw*Yc goiufln; bo &ni*.flsJa rst tir&,tL,r'r€'t,h*t a* l*r,*lg/**t
bcafr; sBrs +lviqj. iabl* rt the Catp rrf irts s*1L1rrg'r 9rr th*t lre ira* to tn.lre

a an flsL* Fp*t ttt *w,stetrdsm. Tlere irs rem*"tn*ri f&r ftvw ltay's. Theri to.'t 
!-ondoa w?rsrs thcy x*r6 d"slay*i f i.ve *rryc. A. cetth.bs*t-*n &h*r i)reirn
Llrre rsr g1tu.htly rtq*d*l$d t* et**mub$e.ta l.{ftsniqrari*e. Eh{r r*l>&s trn
t,lrrs lr*e,t ssfe'ysry ft lthy. f;rts fr;urt*en drrye lhe.y s*rl l*ri ths A.1;"Le,nt[c
s*ean. -Tire Jotrrrrey grrtl**, In *. pnntc-ax thera sr:r i uhqrtage *f *+lnl

-,.?llil f Of rt
atrrlvtng ,l.n 3{ew Yask th* tmmtgrnnt trltn cerr lrrd th*,* f,* *hlc*ge *rt *

br**k ne.ok n;:**tlr f,he traln neared n large i:ri*gsr *t th* s$fiefr,t thsy
. rsaehed tae^ brldg* t, i ls- tretn, Junperl the *s.!, ln , sf, ici , ser*rsl ' roda ;,.fohg

the t ' tee,  l l r ,  f fnrnrt  re latee tbnt f ,or  .q ferr  m*mente h€ fe*red' th lg *+ 
*

I ;*  t r ts l*st  r ldc.  | iothlr . ry,  n*r l r : i ;u i re ipps$*t l  but  a *eiui- ; i - ; ;  fe*;rours
unt l l  f t  s*w.cn4tnt  cnulr t  cor ls to i ,*} fsre,  , t t ' l i r tsr*rro iney lef ,s on *
smsl ler  t rn ln fqrr ' ths Sahptae. {nt*r tq6 t i i *  f ie{  Fi t i * r  Y*r i l .ey l t  n*emsd
e$ t{ t i l+r [rsln tref,& *nterln:q t*u $*san, s,$ frar ph*ed sm i] i is oould se&,

itthe vnl.l"ey uq* floor*ed, u;voila'e: the grlt l by *sverrl l lncllcu.
" In bhe lntf,*r ' ;: i*l ' t  nf ' :, larch, l#$}9r l{r. t l :ua rEac}r*' l  Va.i.t*y i tty ta l.<rok

f'sr lnnd' He l+okert f*r Lisnc ssu$h *f ,,)cro.terstori l srhe.s,f hs tolx * hnmo-' 
&tsnd. T1o erbsterl & f.re:ne glsirty $'irqri l the tih.epnrsl I 'nrrnert* t l*v;rtpr.
nor wttn,:le.- "I ls lr*n* lx logrif*d in rsnids ItrS *nd t-*wnutrlp l4S, '*& 

dug
' hts bern four fast deep t*lr t lre airausrtr i l4dr40 feet p.nrl pl.Ov** very .rt l
t ' * ,c lent .  i ; i l f in gotr ig to t ryrqs f  *r  i i rar is i*na he *roye r t i l i .$r la ox * t r r*
olis h*rlss. Soog:er*tcfin ssrl ta*n n'vll l , ' . ,ge cX.' r few s.b*ilee. l i l*, r ielntp
b*rs i l#r* Sllfuia'J*hnnon, rT. ?. ' i fugl.ectnrl, 

,{ndrew Senr*on, ".rF* aoaruotery,
- ond :rt, -frLrxFsrsgn, ff ir ftvs yaArg hry ;,19-l*eJ ',rtth !}l(er}, uxlng flvi j.trd-

fgr see$or s*&rt t i:re** f 'or.i lra66, Lr:*1116 nlt at org h* in*n&g,*$*t* *,rveir
Eru*h spil*s In *h+rt t lr*s.. He r*a** a blnrior Sx*"rn bry nren*fnr lut.rv*e-*tn6
*nd $tEn AnJ.;gaar' l threalred f*r the en{tr* cr::rmmurrl0y. Yery *iy ya.srm
foLl*rEe.l but tf. Sgmgrr l*,rir i rf i$ Ioic uhtch lnr+ur*ci." l ioi),* rl i*Fg'oasil fe&r., ths&i,  *nt t 's t*r  f f6fe t , re 4enrr ; ' , I -gr$; l$ h* f ,h lssr i i .  n i r  fu i i ; 'huckw.nemt
*n,* tEr*rue $*&d *are*nliu.1* frn*: t ire elevntor ?r€r* brrrner!, FueI sgrj#ed

;trn*ttaln*b1a but he lr*uled osk rvo*.J fr;,S l i ie t i iey$nn{* rl,Tst.
., 

-"t1ie,yslrr, 
e l*.tge Jrr*trle. !Xrr* BIF{rpt 'S*wn f,rnt"i t i lr* R::rrt,h*ext rtth hsevy

wlad. I 'he'* t l rn*r  * f  . ths f t re w*.1";  *L** i  ,Jtrset l f  f*r  t ; re ,$r ;h?oi  ; i l rusg,'41t l t  vet  *ncks,$r,  , l i ;xr i r r tRd l rCI lp*raru**sed tc ksep t i ;  i r ie ' i ; i l -a i r i -ssioof
houc* *n,-i bl"lt ldln$fi. . Sn* l inrcli, nft*i cs$lx;f,&tively ftne wrlatlrsr,, a
ftErce hlf,sn*.J"* r{kstsrl t i i*se C:;igE f,r*re rs*n} c{i.tt l* $;rsaluu{ lrr *iouqhs

. and t to ln l ,?y,  ?he &t, : rxr  w$s *$ f , i -*ro* t t l r i . t  e l r r*+we ner* hiorn. ln f i ;- ' '*-.Es';*e'*a*ehs; 
Indtq*n* *s:ft&tlres .?as*sd thru ytstri l ty r;n wst t; $s*fis L&trs*

,$In 1#s$ .Hr, som* ilts sntrrle*tn 1.,{i*e *lrrl*s Fc*tl&*ii. *ils hfo* *"r:.i-e
-par51*$ i ' t ls€ Ll*a L**,  af t -*s hai f  e fser t€ rnerr lsd l* f ,s she dte,d '*rxd
ta 1S0# hs, , iarrled {it1p, f iy*l lsnd" 

'I* }rie f lr*t rvlfa Hsre b#rn **uirdf *s-
s*"f *n* Jfi lrar,**ate.r p}l rrf * '**p*rsto,,+R ir*,ri : ix&.'franls H. I, l.ekebt }f?frg

, *fr f luir:q.nl^ l{X$T- Sht}"ire* f,r*;* ' t lre l&st r,elt l"*n ar* Ll*e3 l*ger, In*gval*,
<]utrl.n*. ' +.i,} ' lred prrd Ju*t*q, " f lvs;4r*.nct*hll,trr*n, Jr:y*e end L{6r1; Sei} ,

_iiouar,l *;rd {f&&6 ?osa *nd ,4rle l iskett.' f i i i t* 3o.sa ls noe reeldlng *n'nl.E f;rrx flve *i!&s s*rhtft *f 1**petrstr:r,grrr' bi* orlgtn*l f,s;r€i bal*g .*l*x*ged by nts e*t, f,ruuildi

Pl.*f{}l.ii:{t }i*.;iitrlFF{Y , ,i..- /i,t&_*t*r &4*"
$le Jor*en {iucurtde,ffr 3J*'s. .ry ** - 
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