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IVER I. SEIM F rom [)WMﬂ NG
| {

IVER I. SEIM, a resident of section 30, in ‘Bergen township,

Steele county, is the owner of twelve hundred and eighty acres of
land and has acquired his fortune single-handed. He is one of the
ploneers of that region and has been eminently successful in
diversified farming, his land, located In the eastern part of the
Sheyenne river valley, being admirably adapted to that work., His
farm evidences painstaking care in its operation and modern methods

.and improvements make it a home of more than usual comforts.

Our subject was born in Hadanger Bergen (stift), Norway, March 7,
1857, and was the youngest in a fﬂm11y of five children. His father
Iver oeim, died prior to the birth of our subject and the mother,
whose maiden name was Betsey Li]legrcven, of necessity had the
care of the family after the father's death. Our subject was put
to work at herding when eleven ‘years of age and when fifteen years
of age he and his mother and brother came to America and joined
two of the children who had preceded them to this country. Our
subject was then able to earn his own livelihood and at once en-
gaged in farm work Winneshiek, Iowa. He secured one winter's
schooling in the anllsb soeaklnp schools after his srrival in this
country and in May, 1880, went by team to Dakota. His objective
point was the Sheyenne rlver in what was then Tralll county,
North Dakota. He had about one hundred dollars in cas sh-and a team
of horses and after prospecting along the river for a distance of
twebty MIIOQ selected his present 1ocation and estanll thed a
"squatter's claim™ thereto. His family was soon esteblished in a
log house 14x16 feet, bullt on the banks of the river and this
house hes since been moved about s quarter of a mile from the river,
o where the more modern house stands, the main part of which was
biilt in 1883. Our subject has devoted himself to diversified
farming from the first of his labors in Dskota and has been success-
ful in his calling and enjoys a comfortable homes He raises
Clydesdale horses and Short Horn ecattle and his stock raising has
contributed largely to his profits and his farm is one of the best
located In the country for that purpose.

Mr. Seim was married, in 1877, to Miss Jennle 8pilde, a native of
Norway. Seven children have been born to this union as folleows:
Bessle, faul, Jens, Adolph, Ida, deceaded, Ida, deceased, and
Melvin. Mr. Seim is a member of the Ancient Order of United Work-
mens Politically, he 1s a Populist and was early identified with
the movements of that party and took an actlve Dart in the
organization of the same. He has attended county conventions and
sefved on the Populist central committees and is prominent in local
“affairs and is deservedly popular with the peoplesamong whom he

has resided since the early settlement of that region.




; : Blography of Kornelius Seldal
: --Walter Seldal

i

’ Kornelius Seldal was born January 22, 1844 to Mr. and Mrs. “hrist
Seldal.

He left home because he had relatives in the United States. He came
to North Dakota because his children lived there. He came on s ship to

Canada and by train to North Dekota. He came to North Dekota in April,
$901.

Thelr first house was a frame house. They made their trips to town
very seldom, usually in a buggy. There were very bad blizzards. They
used horses for working and had a plow used by hand. 0. H. Westley and
0. Stokka were the nearest neighbors. He had no schooling here, but
he belonged to the Zion Church. Their fuel was coal and wood secured
from neighboring towns and woods by the river.

He was merried to Ingen Oftedshl in Norway in 1874.

He now lives by the Sheyenne river.

His descendents are C. Seldal, H. Seldal, Mrs. I. Wagle.
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OLE_SERUMGARD

’7‘)»1« CJ ' M@"\

CLE SERUMGARD, register in the United States land office at

Devils “ake, North Dakota, 1s one of ‘the publie spirited and
enterprising citizens of his locality, @nd enjoys the highest
esteem and confidence of his fellowmen. He 18 engsged in the

farm machinery business in Devils Lake in compsny with Mr., Prosser,
and has met with success in his budiness and is one of the substan-
tial men of:Ramsey county.s

Qur subject was born in the Parish of Lesje Norway, December 22,
1856, and came to America with his parents in 1868. They settled
on a farm in Watonwan county, Minnesota, where our subject grew to
manhood and continued his residence there until 1881, His ed-
ucation was received in the common schools and at the State

Normal at Mankato, where he graduated in 1879. He was engaged

in teaching and farming in Wantonwan county until 1881, when he
went to North Dakota and taught school one year in Cass county,
after ward going tc Griggs county, where he took a homestead claim,
He engaged in the land and loanipusiness at Cooperstown and remained
there till the spring of 1884, when he went to Devils Yake,
following the same business there several years. He formed a
partnership with Hons F. H. Presser in 1891, under the firm name

of Prosser & Serumgard, and they have since engaged in the farm
machinery busines's and have made a ‘success of that line. p

lir+ Serumgard was married at Mankato, Minnesota, to Miss Karen
Throdashl,:who was a native of Norway also. MNr. and Mrs. Serumgard
are the parents of four children, nsmed as follows: Yauline, 0Olga,
Inez, and Harolds Mr. Serumgard taught the first school in Griggs
county, and is a gentleman of excellent mind and systematic nature.
“g was elected treasurer of Ramsey county in 1886, and served two
terms, He was appointed s trustee-of the Bbate Normal School by
Governor Andrew Hs Burke, and resigned after serving one year. He
has been a member of the clty council of Devils Lake for. several
years, snd in July, 1898, was appointed by President McKinley as
reglster. of the United States land office at Devils Lake, assuming
the duties of that office in September of that year. At the time
of his appointement he was serving as mesyor of Devils Lakey to

\

which office he wasg elected in the spring of 1898,
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SIVER SERUNGAKD Joi0 m’f““""”’“""’ })% ol

SIVER SERUMGARD, a prominent attorney of Devils Lake, is the senior
partner of the well-known real estate firm of Serumgard & Moen,

of Deviks Lake. He was born in Lesje parish, Norway, Decemberll,
185% . :

Mr. Berumgard came to America with his parents in 1868 and settled
on a farm in Watonwan county, Minnesota, where he was reared to
_.manhood and where he lived until 1882. He was educated in the

"high school in Mankato and at the State University at Minneapolis,
where he graduated In the literasry class of 1890 and from the law
department the same year. He was admitted to the bar at Devils Lake
in July, 1890 and Began the practice of his profession at
Cooperstown, North Dakota, where he remained one year and then
located at Devils Ldke in the spring of 1891. He has since

followed practice. there and is largely interested in real estate

in Ramsey county. He came to North Dakota in 1882 and taught

school for some time in Fargo and also taught in Cooperstown until
he was admitted to the bar. 1In August, 1892, in company with

lre Le De McGohen, he established the Paper published in Devils Lake
known ss "The Free Press."” This was a Demperatic paper and had

a wide circulation.

Our sub ject was married, in Covington, Kentucky, February 12, 1894,
t% Miss Grace E. Kirker, a native of Manchester, Chio. Mr. and
Mrs. S8erumgard are the parents of three children, named as follows:
Arthur K., Grace B. and Dorothy D. Oyr sub ject was appolinted by
by Governor Shortridge, in 1893, as r8gent of the North Dakota
State University for four years. He has been clty attorney for
Devils Lake three terms and has also been alderman in the city and
is one of the publiec-sprited men of that locality. He is a member
of the Presbyterian church and in political sentiment is Demoeratic,
with which party he has been identified since 1888, lir, Serumgard
formed a partnership with Egild T. Moen, October 1, 1898, and this
well-known firm conducts an bxtensiwe real estate, loan and collecw
tilon business.



Siver Serumgard.

Siver Serumgard was born in Lesjs Norway, Dec 11,1859. His parents were Ssever

and Anne O.Hage. He attended the public schools of Norway, and of Brown and
Vatonwan countiss Minn. Later he graduated,fpem Mankato High School in 1883

and in 1890 graduated from U. of Minn, and in 1981 as LL.B. His first residenc
in the U.S. was at Riverdall Minn. In 1883 he moved to Cooperstown and lived there
for about eight years.He was admitted to the bar in N.D. in 1890, and in 1891 began
practicing law at Devil's Lake N.Dak, and made it his hime until his death.

He was married Feb.12,1894 to Miss Fstells Kirker od Covington Kentucky.



; Biography of 0. P. Shelstad
Hay 22,0 16929 9 --Clarence 8helstad

Mr. 0. P. Shelstad was born in 1874, five miles west of Zumbrots,
Minnesota, on a small farm, In his twenties he farmed for himself, and
later on moved to Clarisss, Minnesota. There he bought a farm, which
he farmed for a few years. He got sick and went to southern Minnesota
where he took treatments. When well again, he went back,.

He got to be mail carrier and moved to town. Mr. Shelstad carried -

. «1 for about four years, when he was elected manager of the Eagle Valley
_wooperative Creamery.

When he moved to town, he bought a home consisting of five acres.
The creamery was lmproving and he was re-elected. After a couple of
years in the creamery, he bought half share in a hardware store. The
business was sold six months later because he could not take care of the
creamery and hardware store both.

He stayed in the creamery ten years and then resigned and moved to
Cooperstown to take care of the creamery there. The other partner wanted
to move back to Minnesota and someone had to take care of the business,

Mr. Shelstad has lived in Cooperstown since ggif¢ leaving Minnesota,
and he expects to stay quite a while longer,

Before he moved to Clarissa, or when in his teen's, he went to a
business college at Red Wing, Minnesota. This college gave him much :
bookkeeping which helped him to take care of books in almost any business.
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et , SEALAR SIMPRING : 5
On Friday P.¥. st one o'clock there passed away the oldest citisen of Nountain
Hore, Ssaler Simpkins, dorn FeB.4th 1827 , ant disd April 3,:1914. 5
He wav born at Troy Pa. and later moved to Elmira New Yomk, where he married
Baney Stillwall. %o this union four children were borne-thres of whom are living.

- They sre Mrs, Clark A, Grant of Ithaca N.Y.; Ceorge E. of Chicago; and David of Va.

: After the death of his wife ke moved to St Clair Nich., where in 186€ be
sarried Tamwah Poberteon., Te thie union twe children were born: Ralph ¥, well
known to mewspaper mem of Mountain Home , and Mre Mabel Sinpkine Stengele cof
Cooperstown ¥.Bak, : S

Iz 1883 Mr. Simpkine moved to N. Dak. whers he lived until 1908. Be then
;:24 to Mountain Horme/He served in ths Civil ¥ar. Hs is bduried at Mountsin
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Apr. 23,1914/

SEALAR SIMPKINS
On Friday P.M, at one o'clock there passed away the oldest citizen of Mountain
Home , Sealar Simpkine, born FeB.4th 1827 » and died April 3,m1914.

He waw born at Troy Pa. and later moved to Elmira New Youk, where he married
Nancy Stillwell. To this union four children were born-~thres of whom are living.
They are Mrs. Clark A, Grant of Ithaca N.Y.; George E, of Chicago; and David of Va.

After the death of hig wife he moved to St Clair Mich. where in 1868 he
varried Tammeh Robertson. To this union two children were bornm: Ralph W. well
known to mewspapsr men of Mountain Home , aund Mrs Mabel Simpkins Stengele of
Cooperstown N.Bak. '

In 1883 Mr. Simpkins moved to N, Dak. where he lived until 1908. Be then
move d to Mountain Home/He served in the Civil War. He is buried at Mountain
Home B
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JAMES H, SINCLAIR--Son of Griggs county pioneers, was born
in 8t. Marys, Ont., Canada, October 9, 1871, and came with his
parents to this county in 1883, He served as school teacher, sas
register of deeds and later entered the banking business which he
- conducted with famming enterprises; In 1918 he was slecated a
member of the U. 8. House of Representatives being re-elected in
1920, 1928, 1924, 1926, 1928, 1930 and 1932, Congressmen Sinclair
is the é%ggjnorth Dakota representative ever to hold membership
on the important agricultural committee of the houses and was

co=-sponsor of the first farm relief bill which would have madé an
attempt to right Agriculture's apparent wrongs, The Norris-



Blography of Mrs. Sevardt Skagen
May 31, 1926 --Gladys Simpson

The parents of the ploneer were Ole Olson and Givie Thorsen. The
ploneer's malden name was Margarite Olson.

She was born in the year 1845, in Gal, Helingdal, Norway. Her
father was a farmer. There were five children in the family, four girls
and one boy.

When Margarite Olson came to Amerlca, she was twenty-four years of
age. This was in the year 1881. Minnesota is where she spent the first
three years that she was in the United States. She was then married to
Sevardt Skagen, and they moved to North Dakota to take up land.

When they first came here, they bought one quarter of land which
was situated in Washburn Township, Griggs County.

The first house that they lived in was built of sod, and it was ten "
by twelve feet in size. Later they built a log house twelve feet square.

- All traveling was done with oxen, and they did not have the farm
machinery that people do now. They hauled fuel from the valley, as there
was no railroad running through here to bring coal.

Their only neighbor was S. O. Homme. He lived one-fourth of a mile
east of where Skagens lived. At that time there was no trace of Coopers-
town. The only town there was for them to go to was a place called
Mardell, situated on the land now owned by Nels Arneson. This town con-
sisted of a store and a postoffice.

They lived in the log house for eight years, and they then built a
larger house of lumber in the year 1892. A large grove of trees was
planted on the place by Mr. Skagen, though he never lived to see them
fully grown.

They raised a family of five girls, Bertha (Mrs. G. Simpson), Gena,
Lena (Mrs. J..Auren), Julia and Gunhild. All of these are now dead
except Mrs. Auren and Mrs. Skagen, who is also living.

Mrs. Skagen 1s now seventy-one years of age and she still lives on
the same farm, four miles east of Cooperstown.






PTIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Carl Skare

artha and John Skare are the names of the pioneer's parents.
Ploneer's name is Carl Skare. He was born in Wovember 18, 1881.

He was born near Bergen, Norway. ’

He, just like so many others, left the old country because there
were so many hard times. ¥e had heard of the vast opportunities
that this country offered, eaSier to earn monev and much better lands/

He came to North Dakota instead of some other state because he
had friends here in N.. Dak.

The trip from pioneer's home to N¥. Dak. was beset with obstacles
and hardships. One thing was he couldn't speak English. Of course
over the ocean wasn't so hard, but it was discourazing after he came
to New York. A

He came over to N. Dak. in 19202. He took up hisg land in Williams
County. The nearest town was Ambros. Hans Evamne was hisg nearest
neighbor. The house he lived in wae a little shanty. It was made of
boards and was 12 by 14 feet. The team he had was two oxen. The
machinery was a walring plow. He borrowed the other necessary machinery.

The crops raised were wheat, oats, barley and flax. That vear
the crops all dried out.

The fuel of early days was lignite. They got it from the mines.
They had to drive it home in wagons with oxen.

The hardships they had were pretty hard. They had snowstorws,
hail storms, dirt storms and prairie fires. :

- The pioneer is a single man. Present home of pioneer is in
Alberta, Qanada in the southern part. The nearest town ies lovalist.
He was here nine years. Then he s0ld his homestead here in N. Dak.
and went to Alberta, Canada where he took homestead. He left here
because the land was so stony. Fe went to Canada to see how it was
there and it being satisfactory he located on a homestead there. Te
started out with four oxen. The machinervy that he had did not amount
to much. The four first years were discouraging being hailed out
and dried out everv vear.

He had eighty miles to town. Tt took him from 8 to 10 days to
make the trip forth and back, but after there was more settled he
came nearer and nearer to market. Now he was only four and a half
miles to town. :

When he first came there he had a shanty just ae in N. Dak. It
was built out of boards. The shanty was 12 by 14 feet. Now he has a
big house and barn. Fe hag a half section of land. Last year he
bought his first automobile. He is now well fixed.
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Blography of Carl Skare
-=-Martha Sjokrist

Mertha and John Skare are the names of the ploneer's parents. His
name 1s Carl Skere. He was born in November 18, 1881. near Bergen,
Norwsy.

He, Just 1like so many others, left the 0ld country because there
wWere so many hard times. He had heard of the vast opportunities that
“ 1s country offered, easler to earn money end much better lands.

He came to N. Dsk. instead of some other state becsuse he had
friends here in N. Dzak.

The trip from pioneer's home to N. Dak. was beset with obstacles
and hardships. One thing was he couldn't spesk English. Of course
over the ocean wasn't so hard, but it was discouraging after he came
to New York.

He came over to N. Dak. in 1902. He took up his land in Williams
County. The nearest town was Ambros. Hsns Kvamme was his nearest
neighbor. The house he 1lived in was 2 little shanty. It was made of
boards and was 12 by 14 feet. The team he had was two oxen. The

machinery was a walking plow. He borrowed the other necessary machin-
ery.

The crops raised were wheat, oats, barley,and flax. That year
the crops 211 dried out.

The fuel of early days was lignite. They got it from the mines.
They had to drive 1t home in wagons with oxen.

The Hd¥EU1B#é hardships they had were pretty hard. They had
snowstorms, hall storms, dirt storms end prairie fires.

Mr. Skare is a single man. His present home is in Alberta, Canada
in the southern pasrt . The nearest town is Loyalist.

He was here nine years. Then he sold his homestead here in N. Dak.
and went to Alberta, Canads where he took a homestead. He left here
because the land was so stony. He went to Cansda to see how it was
there and 1t being satisfactory he located on a homestead there. He
started out with four oxen. The machinery that he had did not smount

to much. The four first years were discouraging being hailed out and
dried out every year.

) He had eighty miles to town. It took him from 8 to 10 days to
megke the trip forth and back, but after there was more settled he
came nearer and neesrer to market. Now he has only four and 2 hsalf

" mliles to town.

When he first came there he had a shanty just as in N. Dak. It
was built out f#/ of boerds. The shanty was 12 by 14 feet. Now he has
a big house and barn. He has a hslf section of land. Last year he
bought his first automobile. He 1is now well fixed.
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M.H.Skramstad
By C.D.Purinton,Clerkm and Historian of the Old Settlers Association.

M.H.Skramstad was born in Osterdahlen Norway,May 24,1847, whers his youth
and early manhood was passed. On Juns 2lst 1872 he was married %o liss
Annie Hogenson of that placs and continued to reside in Norway until

June 1884 when he remcved with his family to the Vnited States.

They came dirsctly to Griggs County whers they gettled on the
Homestsad in the township of Pomness which has been their continuous
residence. Thers Mr.Skramstad passed away on Sept.5th 1913, leaving his
wife and seven children. Mr.Skramstad was a man highly respscted by all
who knew him, a man of sterling worth whese passing was a decided
loss to the community and this Association.



Mathilda Torfin Sloulin

Hannah and John Torfin's daughter, Mathilda, was the first white
child bora in Griggs County.

Mrs Torfin, the daughtsr of Ole Dlson Bjornstad, together with Her
husband ,her parents, her brothers and sisters, and neighbors from near
Osage Iowa, first came to Griggs County in about April 1880, They stopped
first at Omund Nelson Ophneim's; then located land and built log housss
for themsslves.

Mr.Torfin's choice of land was SW} 26-146=58 in the Sheyenne River
valley.The site of his log house was almost at the present location of
Alf Ueland's farm buildings, Fast of the Usland Dam, There on SeptAl 1880,
with Mrs. Torfin attended only by her mother ,Mrs.Bjornstad,Mathilda
was born, the first child of the Gounty, the first child of her parents.
Two of her brothers--Edwia in 1882, and Albert in 1884<- wers born in
this log houss.

Mathilda Terfin together with Kate Olson Opheim, the second child
born in Griggs County, was baptized in the late fall by Rev I. Lundeby,

a Lutheran missionary who visited the settlers of the Sheyenne Valley.

Mr. Torfin took final proof on his land in 1883. The family moved to
Rousssau Minn. in 1887, After the death of Mrs. Torfin's mother, Mrs.
Bjornstad, the family returned to the home of Mr.Bjornstad in Romness
township, to take cars of him. After the death of Mr. Bjornstad, the
family remainsd in N.D, but moved to Aneta N.D. where they spsnt the rest
of thédr lives. Mr. Torfin disd in Apr.1932, and Mrs.Torfin in May 1935,

Mathilda was married to Olaf M. Sloulin on May 6,1900 at Aneta,
by Rev.Thayer.

Mr.Sloulin, Of Norwegian ancestry was born in Wisconsin, May 3, 1875,
He was a pharmacist by trads. He disd July 1 1930.

The houss in which Mrs. Sloulin wae boern in was built in the spring
of 1880 by her father, John Torfin. He built it of logeg cut from the tress
on his own homestead. It was 9 by 14, had two windows and one door. The
household furnishings were simple, mostly home mads.They had their own
candle mold,

Mrs Sloulin died in :

She left four children: EffieSloulin Volkman,Hazelle Sloulin OttersonWelters,
Mildred Sloulin Syvertson, and Milton Sloulin,

Bibliography:Questionairs, by Mrs. Sloulin for HannahLendas
Interview of Albert Torfin,by
Myrtle Porterville
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| Biography of 0Ole Jorgen Omundson Soms
. --William sSharpe

Ole JdPgen Omundson Soma was born in Norway near the city of Sandnes
on the 28th day of October, 1853. His parents were Omund snd Agnethe
Omundson. He left his home in Norway in 1882 because he believed North
Dekota would prove a more profitable place to farm.

So many lmmigrants were coming to Americs at the time that no immi-
~ant boats were available at the date of his sailing, so that he had to
take an Oslo boat to Amsterdam. Here he remained for five days. Then
to London where they were delayed five days. A cattle boat on the Crown
Line was slightly remodeled to accommodate immigrants. The rooms in this
boat were very filthy. For fourteen days they salled the Atlantic O-
cean. The Jjourney ended in a panic as there was a shortage of coal and
food.

Arriving in New York the lmmigrant train carried them to Chicago
at a break neck speed, the traln neared a large bridge, at the moment
they reached the bridge the train jumped the rails, slid several rods
along the ties. Mr. Soma relates that for a few moments he feared this
to be his last ride. Nothing serious heppened but s delay of a few
hours until a new engine could come to relieve. At Chicago they left
on a smaller traln for the Dakotas. Entering the Red River Valley it
seemed as 1f the train were entering the ocean. As far shead as one
could see, the valley was flooded, covering the rail by several inches.

In the latter part of March, 1882, Mr. Soma reached Valley City to
look for land. He looked for land south of Cooperstown where he took a
homestead. He erected a frame shanty where the Shepard Farmer's Elevator
now stands. His land i1s located in range 159 and township 145. He dug
his barn four feet deep into the ground, 24x40 feet and proved very ef-
flcient. When going to town for provisions he drove with one ox and
one horse. Cooperstown was then a village of a few abodes. His neigh-
bors were Elling Johnson, T. T. Fuglestad, Andrew Benson, lr. Montgomery,
and Mr. Zimmerman. For five years he plowed with oxen, using five; two
for seeder and three for drag. Using all attonce he managed to cover
much space in short time. He used a binder drawn by oxen for harvesting
and Swen Aalgesard threshed for the entire community. Very dry years
followed but Mr. Soma's land was low which insured good crops each year.
Wheat and oats were the general crops he raised. For fuel, buckwheat
and grass seed screenings from the elevator were burned. Fuel seemed
unattalnable but he hauled osk wood from the Sheyenne River.

One year a large prairie fire swept down from the northwest with
vy wind. The corner of the fire was aimed directly for the school
house. With wet sacks Mr. Soms and help maneged to keep the fire from

the school house and buildings. One March, after comparatively fine
wehther, a fierce blizzard raging three days froze many cattle grazing
in sloughs and vieinity. The storm was so filerce that windows were

blown in some shacks. Indians sometimes passed thru vieinity on way to
Devils Lgke.

In 1885 Mr. Soma was married to Miss Gurina Froiland. She aiéd and



. Blography of Ole Jorgen Omundson Somg
| --William Sharpe

he married Miss Lina Lee. After half a year of married 1life she died
and in 1902 ke married Gina Kydland. To his first wife were born Omund,
Oscar, and Jonas Soma, all of Cooperstown and Mrs. Frank H. Pickett
living at Truman, Minn. Children from the last union are Lise, Torger,
Ingvald;. Gurina, Mildred, and Judith. . Five grandchildren, Joyce a nd
2lla,Soma, Howard and Irene Soms and Erle Pickett.

Mr. Soma is now residing on his ferm five miles south of Cooperstown,
hls original farm being managed by his son, Omund.
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PIONEER BIOGRAPFY
Ole Jor-en Omundson Soma

Ole Jorgen Omundson Soma was born in Norway near the city o
Sandnes on the 28th day of October 1853. Fis parents.were Omund and
Agnethe Omundson. He left his home in Norway in 1882 because he
believed North Dakotz wonld prove a more profitable place to farn.

So many immigrants were coming to Americs at the time that no
immigrant voars were available at the date of his sailing, so that
he had to take an 0Oslo boat to Amsterdam. WHere he remained for five
days. Then to London where they were delayed five days. A cattle
boat on the Orown Line was slightly remodeled to accommodate immigrants.
The rooms in this boat were verv filthy. For fourteen days thev
sailed the Atlantic Ocean. The journey ended in a panic as there was
a shortage of coal and food. :

Arriving in New York the immigrant train carried them to Chicago
at 2 break neck speed, the train neared a large bridge, at the moment
they reached the bridge the train jumped the rails, s1id several rods
alonz the ties. Yr. Soma relates that for a few moments he feared
this to be his last ride. WYothing serious happened but a delay of a
few hours until a new engine could come to relieve. At Chicago they
left on a smaller train for the Dakotas. Entering the Red River Valley
it seemed as if the train were entering the ocean. £As far szhead as
one could see, the valley was flooded, covering the rail bv several
inches. :

In the latter part of March, 1882, ¥r. Soma reached Vallev City
to look for land. FHe looked for land south of Cooperstown where he
took a homestead. ¥e erected a frame shanty where the Shepard Farmer's »
Elevator now stands. ¥Yie land is located in range 152 and township 145.
He dug his barn four feet deep into the ground, 24 by 40 feet and proved
very efficient. When going to town for provisions he drove with one
ox and one horse. QCooperstown was then a2 village of a few abodes. Fis
nelighbors were Elling Johnson, T. T. Fuglestad, Andrew Benson, Mr.
Montgomery, and Mr. Zimmerman. For five years he pnlowed with oxen,
using five; two for seeder and three for drag. Using 211 at once he
managed to cover much space in a short time. Ve used a binder drawn
Oy oxen for harvestinc and Swen Azlgaard threshed for the entire
community. Very dry years followed but “r. Soma's land was low which
insured good crops each year. Wheat and oats were the general crops
he raised. For fuel, buckwheat and grass seed screenings from the
elevator were burned. Fuel seemed unattainable but he hauled oak wood
from the Sheyenne River.

One year a large prairie fire swept down from the northweet with : |
heavy wind. The corner of the fire was aimed directly for the school
house. With wet sacks "r. Soma and help managed to %eep the fire from
the school house and buildings. One Yarch, after comparatively fine
weather, a fierce blizzard raging three days froze many cattle grazing
in sloughs and vicinity. The storm was so fierce that windows were
blown in in some shacks. Tndians sometimes passed through the wvicinity
on way to Devils Lake. TIn 1885 ¥Mr. Soma was married to Viss QGurira
Froiland. She died and he married Miss Lina Lee. After half a year
of Married 1life she died and in 1902 he married Gina ¥yvdland. To his
first wife were born Omund, Oscar and Jonas Soma, all of Cooperstown
and Yrs. Frank H. Pickett living at Truman, Yinn. Children from the
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Ole Jorzen Omundson Soma (continued)

last union are Lise, Torger, Ingvald, Gurinz, Mildred and Judith.
Five grandchildren, Joyce and Leila Soma, Howard and Irene Soma
and Trle Pickett.

Mr. Soma is now residing on his farm five miles south of
Cooperstown, his original farm being managed by his son, Omund.

--"illiam Sharpe
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= f@ble Jorgen Omundson Soma was born in Norway near the city of Sandues . oen oy
| .~ on -the 28th duy of October, 1863, /i¥ pareants wers Dmwund and Agnethe
4 ~Omundeon. He left his howe in Borway in 1885 beckuse he believed Forgh =
: -Aeﬁgkeﬁ& wolild prove » more orofitable place to fatm,. = . = o
'S80 many ilmmigrents weres Coning to Aserics al the tiae that o imeigrent -
- -bonfE were availsble zt the date of his sailing, 80 that he had %0 teke
™ . &n Oslo boat 1O Amsterdsm., Tere he remained for five deys. Then to.
_?} - ‘London where they weve delayed five daye. A csttle bost on the Cromn :
- Line was slightly regodeldd to sccomubdate immigrants. The rooms in b
. this boat were 'vory filthy., For fourtéen deys they sailed the Atlantic
Ocean. The journey ended in a penic me thers wee & shortage of coal |

and foods o0 ; SR ek : Pk TR
T'Arriving in Wew York the lawigrant train carried thew o Ohicage st a . |
. break neok spesd, the traln neared s large bridge, st the asment they - |
+ . reached the bridge the train jusped the vails, slid seversl rode slong .5

the tiles, Y¥r., Sowma relates that for a few moweuts he fesred this to
be his last ride. Nothing seriouvs happened but & delsy of n few hours |
| _ until s new engineé could come to relieve, At Chitevo they left on & i
‘.~ -emaller train for the Dakotas. Entering the Fed River Valley it neemed =
.. @8 11 ithe train were entering the ocean, As far ahead ss one qould see, |
‘rﬂfﬁhe valley wes flooded, coverimg the rail by seversl inghes. = i
©In the latter part of March, 1882, ¥r, Somes resched Vallsy City %o look
. for lsnd,  He looked for land south of Jooperstowsi where he 00k & home-
~ smtead. Te erected s {rawe ghanty where the Thepard Fermer's Tlevator . .
. mow gtande.,> Hle land le located in renge 159 and township 145, A& dug -
- his barn four feet deep into the grougd, 44z40 feet and proved very ofw
. dicient, @hen golng to town for provisione he drove witl.one ox smd
oné horse. Coopersioun was then n’'villsge of » few pbodes.  Hls.neighe .
~ bors were Elling Johneon, T, T. Vuglestad, Andrew Benson, ¥Yr, Woatgowery, '
and ir, Zimgerman. For five yeara he plowed with oxen, using five; two
. for seeder and three for drag. Using all at once be aansged {9 cover :
 much space in shori time. He uged s binder Jdrsen by oxen for harvesting
~and Swen Aalgssyd threshed for the entire communisy. Very dry yesrs -
o . followed but ¥y, Bome's land was low which insured good crops esch year,
- Wheat snd oals were the gemeral-orons he reised. For fuel, buckwheat Y
«  and grags soid sareeninge froa the elévator were burned. Fuel secmed

: snattainables but he hauled oak wood frog the Sheyeame river., = i
.- One yesr & lertge preirie fire swepf down from the northwest with heavy.

‘wind, fThe corner of the fire was simed directly for the school house.

Sith wet sacks ¥r, 3oms snd help wansged ta~kee§ the fire from the school
~ house and buildings. One ¥arch, sfter couparat vely fing weather, &# = =

 fierce blizzard raging three daye froze seny cettle grazing in'sloughe
_and vicialty. The 8torw was so fierce that windows were blown . im in

=" some wshacks, Indiang som@times passed thru vieinity on way to Devils Lake, .
o Aln 1885 ¥r. Somwa was zarriedto Mize Jurine Froiland, She died and he -
married #ise Lina Lee. After half & yesr of married 1éfe she died and =
~in 1902 he married Gins Xydland. To his first wife were born Omund,; Gs~
- %ar and Jomse Soma, 8ll of Cooperstown and urs. Frank K, Piskett living
2t Truman, ¥inn. Children from the last union are Lise, Torgér, Ingva Bt
Guring, Hildred snd Judish. - Flye grandchildren, Jovoe and Leila Soma, .
Howard snd Irene Soma and Trle Pickett, e i g
south of -Jooperetown,
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~Tyr. Soma 18 now reslding on tis farz five éi;eﬁ 5
xrais‘@rigzﬁﬁi"faxg being managed by his son, Q@una;_
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