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Ole JdPgen Omundson Soma was born in Norway near the city of Sandnes
on the 28th day of October, 1853. His parents were Omund snd Agnethe
Omundson. He left his home in Norway in 1882 because he believed North
Dekota would prove a more profitable place to farm.

So many lmmigrants were coming to Americs at the time that no immi-
~ant boats were available at the date of his sailing, so that he had to
take an Oslo boat to Amsterdam. Here he remained for five days. Then
to London where they were delayed five days. A cattle boat on the Crown
Line was slightly remodeled to accommodate immigrants. The rooms in this
boat were very filthy. For fourteen days they salled the Atlantic O-
cean. The Jjourney ended in a panic as there was a shortage of coal and
food.

Arriving in New York the lmmigrant train carried them to Chicago
at a break neck speed, the traln neared a large bridge, at the moment
they reached the bridge the train jumped the rails, slid several rods
along the ties. Mr. Soma relates that for a few moments he feared this
to be his last ride. Nothing serious heppened but s delay of a few
hours until a new engine could come to relieve. At Chicago they left
on a smaller traln for the Dakotas. Entering the Red River Valley it
seemed as 1f the train were entering the ocean. As far shead as one
could see, the valley was flooded, covering the rail by several inches.

In the latter part of March, 1882, Mr. Soma reached Valley City to
look for land. He looked for land south of Cooperstown where he took a
homestead. He erected a frame shanty where the Shepard Farmer's Elevator
now stands. His land i1s located in range 159 and township 145. He dug
his barn four feet deep into the ground, 24x40 feet and proved very ef-
flcient. When going to town for provisions he drove with one ox and
one horse. Cooperstown was then a village of a few abodes. His neigh-
bors were Elling Johnson, T. T. Fuglestad, Andrew Benson, lr. Montgomery,
and Mr. Zimmerman. For five years he plowed with oxen, using five; two
for seeder and three for drag. Using all attonce he managed to cover
much space in short time. He used a binder drawn by oxen for harvesting
and Swen Aalgesard threshed for the entire community. Very dry years
followed but Mr. Soma's land was low which insured good crops each year.
Wheat and oats were the general crops he raised. For fuel, buckwheat
and grass seed screenings from the elevator were burned. Fuel seemed
unattalnable but he hauled osk wood from the Sheyenne River.

One year a large prairie fire swept down from the northwest with
vy wind. The corner of the fire was aimed directly for the school
house. With wet sacks Mr. Soms and help maneged to keep the fire from

the school house and buildings. One March, after comparatively fine
wehther, a fierce blizzard raging three days froze many cattle grazing
in sloughs and vieinity. The storm was so filerce that windows were

blown in some shacks. Indians sometimes passed thru vieinity on way to
Devils Lgke.

In 1885 Mr. Soma was married to Miss Gurina Froiland. She aiéd and
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he married Miss Lina Lee. After half a year of married 1life she died
and in 1902 ke married Gina Kydland. To his first wife were born Omund,
Oscar, and Jonas Soma, all of Cooperstown and Mrs. Frank H. Pickett
living at Truman, Minn. Children from the last union are Lise, Torger,
Ingvald;. Gurina, Mildred, and Judith. . Five grandchildren, Joyce a nd
2lla,Soma, Howard and Irene Soms and Erle Pickett.

Mr. Soma is now residing on his ferm five miles south of Cooperstown,
hls original farm being managed by his son, Omund.
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Ole Jorgen Omundson Soma was born in Norway near the city o
Sandnes on the 28th day of October 1853. Fis parents.were Omund and
Agnethe Omundson. He left his home in Norway in 1882 because he
believed North Dakotz wonld prove a more profitable place to farn.

So many immigrants were coming to Americs at the time that no
immigrant voars were available at the date of his sailing, so that
he had to take an 0Oslo boat to Amsterdam. WHere he remained for five
days. Then to London where they were delayed five days. A cattle
boat on the Orown Line was slightly remodeled to accommodate immigrants.
The rooms in this boat were verv filthy. For fourteen days thev
sailed the Atlantic Ocean. The journey ended in a panic as there was
a shortage of coal and food. :

Arriving in New York the immigrant train carried them to Chicago
at 2 break neck speed, the train neared a large bridge, at the moment
they reached the bridge the train jumped the rails, s1id several rods
alonz the ties. Yr. Soma relates that for a few moments he feared
this to be his last ride. WYothing serious happened but a delay of a
few hours until a new engine could come to relieve. At Chicago they
left on a smaller train for the Dakotas. Entering the Red River Valley
it seemed as if the train were entering the ocean. £As far szhead as
one could see, the valley was flooded, covering the rail bv several
inches. :

In the latter part of March, 1882, ¥r. Soma reached Vallev City
to look for land. FHe looked for land south of Cooperstown where he
took a homestead. ¥e erected a frame shanty where the Shepard Farmer's »
Elevator now stands. ¥Yie land is located in range 152 and township 145.
He dug his barn four feet deep into the ground, 24 by 40 feet and proved
very efficient. When going to town for provisions he drove with one
ox and one horse. QCooperstown was then a2 village of a few abodes. Fis
nelighbors were Elling Johnson, T. T. Fuglestad, Andrew Benson, Mr.
Montgomery, and Mr. Zimmerman. For five years he pnlowed with oxen,
using five; two for seeder and three for drag. Using 211 at once he
managed to cover much space in a short time. Ve used a binder drawn
Oy oxen for harvestinc and Swen Azlgaard threshed for the entire
community. Very dry years followed but “r. Soma's land was low which
insured good crops each year. Wheat and oats were the general crops
he raised. For fuel, buckwheat and grass seed screenings from the
elevator were burned. Fuel seemed unattainable but he hauled oak wood
from the Sheyenne River.

One year a large prairie fire swept down from the northweet with : |
heavy wind. The corner of the fire was aimed directly for the school
house. With wet sacks "r. Soma and help managed to %eep the fire from
the school house and buildings. One Yarch, after comparatively fine
weather, a fierce blizzard raging three days froze many cattle grazing
in sloughs and vicinity. The storm was so fierce that windows were
blown in in some shacks. Tndians sometimes passed through the wvicinity
on way to Devils Lake. TIn 1885 ¥Mr. Soma was married to Viss QGurira
Froiland. She died and he married Miss Lina Lee. After half a year
of Married 1life she died and in 1902 he married Gina ¥yvdland. To his
first wife were born Omund, Oscar and Jonas Soma, all of Cooperstown
and Yrs. Frank H. Pickett living at Truman, Yinn. Children from the
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Ole Jorzen Omundson Soma (continued)

last union are Lise, Torger, Ingvald, Gurinz, Mildred and Judith.
Five grandchildren, Joyce and Leila Soma, Howard and Irene Soma
and Trle Pickett.

Mr. Soma is now residing on his farm five miles south of
Cooperstown, his original farm being managed by his son, Omund.

--"illiam Sharpe
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| .~ on -the 28th duy of October, 1863, /i¥ pareants wers Dmwund and Agnethe
4 ~Omundeon. He left his howe in Borway in 1885 beckuse he believed Forgh =
: -Aeﬁgkeﬁ& wolild prove » more orofitable place to fatm,. = . = o
'S80 many ilmmigrents weres Coning to Aserics al the tiae that o imeigrent -
- -bonfE were availsble zt the date of his sailing, 80 that he had %0 teke
™ . &n Oslo boat 1O Amsterdsm., Tere he remained for five deys. Then to.
_?} - ‘London where they weve delayed five daye. A csttle bost on the Cromn :
- Line was slightly regodeldd to sccomubdate immigrants. The rooms in b
. this boat were 'vory filthy., For fourtéen deys they sailed the Atlantic
Ocean. The journey ended in a penic me thers wee & shortage of coal |
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T'Arriving in Wew York the lawigrant train carried thew o Ohicage st a . |
. break neok spesd, the traln neared s large bridge, st the asment they - |
+ . reached the bridge the train jusped the vails, slid seversl rode slong .5

the tiles, Y¥r., Sowma relates that for a few moweuts he fesred this to
be his last ride. Nothing seriouvs happened but & delsy of n few hours |
| _ until s new engineé could come to relieve, At Chitevo they left on & i
‘.~ -emaller train for the Dakotas. Entering the Fed River Valley it neemed =
.. @8 11 ithe train were entering the ocean, As far ahead ss one qould see, |
‘rﬂfﬁhe valley wes flooded, coverimg the rail by seversl inghes. = i
©In the latter part of March, 1882, ¥r, Somes resched Vallsy City %o look
. for lsnd,  He looked for land south of Jooperstowsi where he 00k & home-
~ smtead. Te erected s {rawe ghanty where the Thepard Fermer's Tlevator . .
. mow gtande.,> Hle land le located in renge 159 and township 145, A& dug -
- his barn four feet deep into the grougd, 44z40 feet and proved very ofw
. dicient, @hen golng to town for provisione he drove witl.one ox smd
oné horse. Coopersioun was then n’'villsge of » few pbodes.  Hls.neighe .
~ bors were Elling Johneon, T, T. Vuglestad, Andrew Benson, ¥Yr, Woatgowery, '
and ir, Zimgerman. For five yeara he plowed with oxen, using five; two
. for seeder and three for drag. Using all at once be aansged {9 cover :
 much space in shori time. He uged s binder Jdrsen by oxen for harvesting
~and Swen Aalgssyd threshed for the entire communisy. Very dry yesrs -
o . followed but ¥y, Bome's land was low which insured good crops esch year,
- Wheat snd oals were the gemeral-orons he reised. For fuel, buckwheat Y
«  and grags soid sareeninge froa the elévator were burned. Fuel secmed

: snattainables but he hauled oak wood frog the Sheyeame river., = i
.- One yesr & lertge preirie fire swepf down from the northwest with heavy.

‘wind, fThe corner of the fire was simed directly for the school house.

Sith wet sacks ¥r, 3oms snd help wansged ta~kee§ the fire from the school
~ house and buildings. One ¥arch, sfter couparat vely fing weather, &# = =

 fierce blizzard raging three daye froze seny cettle grazing in'sloughe
_and vicialty. The 8torw was so fierce that windows were blown . im in

=" some wshacks, Indiang som@times passed thru vieinity on way to Devils Lake, .
o Aln 1885 ¥r. Somwa was zarriedto Mize Jurine Froiland, She died and he -
married #ise Lina Lee. After half & yesr of married 1éfe she died and =
~in 1902 he married Gins Xydland. To his first wife were born Omund,; Gs~
- %ar and Jomse Soma, 8ll of Cooperstown and urs. Frank K, Piskett living
2t Truman, ¥inn. Children from the last union are Lise, Torgér, Ingva Bt
Guring, Hildred snd Judish. - Flye grandchildren, Jovoe and Leila Soma, .
Howard snd Irene Soma and Trle Pickett, e i g
south of -Jooperetown,
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~Tyr. Soma 18 now reslding on tis farz five éi;eﬁ 5
xrais‘@rigzﬁﬁi"faxg being managed by his son, Q@una;_
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