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01e Jolgen 0mund-son Soma was born 1n Norway near the clty of Sand.nes
on ihe 28th day of  October,  1E55. Hle parents were Omund. and Agnethe
Omundson. He left hls horoe 1n Norway ln 1882 because he belleved North
Dakota wouId. prove a more profltable pLace to farm.

So rnany lnmlgrants were conlng to Amerlca, at the tkoe that no lnm1-
,r'Bflt boats were ava11ab1e at the date of hls sa.lI lng, so that he had. to

Gake an Oslo boat to Amsterdam. Here he remalned. for f lve d.ays. Then
to London where they were d.elayed flve daf,s. A cattle boat on the Crown
Llne was sllghtly renodeled" to accommod.ate lmrnlgrants. The rooms ln thls
boat reere very fl l thy. For fourteen daye they salled the Atlantlc 0-
gea!. The Journey ended 1n a panlc as there lras a shortage of coal and.
f ood..

Arrl l lng ln New York the lrnmlgrant traln carrled. them to Chlcago
at a break neck speed., the traln neared. a large brldge, et the moment
they reached. the brld.ge the traln Jumped. the ialIs, sffA several rods
along the tles. Mr. Soma relates that for a few noments he feared. thls
to be hls last rlde. Nothlng serlous happened. but a" d.elay of a few
hours unt l l -  a new englne could.  come to re11eve. At Chlcago they lef t
on a smaller traln for the Dakotas. Enterlng the Red Rlver Valley 1t
seemed. as lf the traln were enterlng the ocean. As far a.inea-d. as one
cou1d. see' the va11ey was flood.ed., coverlng the ra1l by several lnches.

In the latter part of Ma-rch, 1882r &1r. Soma reacheil Valley Clty to
look for tand.. He looked. for land. souih of Cooperstown where he took a
homegtead.. He erected a frame shanty where the'- Shepard Farmerr s Elevator
now stands. Hls lend. ls located. ln range 159 and townshlp 145. He d-ug
hls barn four feet d.eep lnto the ground, 24x4O feet and. pioved very efl
f1c1ent. When golng to town for provlslons he drove wlth one ox and
one horse. Coope{stown was then a v11lage of  a few abod.es.  H1s nelgh-
bors were Ell lng Johnson, T. T. Fuglestad-, Andrew Benson, MF. IvlontgomerXr
and. Mr. Zlmnernan. For flve years-he plowed. wlth oxen, uslng flve; two
for seed.er and. three for d.rag, Uslng all attonce he managed.-to coirer
muoh, space 1n short t1ne. He used. a blnd.er d.rawn by oxen-for harvestlng
and._ $wen Aalgaard threehed for the entlre comrnunlty. Very dry yeare
folIowed. but &1r. Somar s land was 1ow whlch lnsured. good" crops- each year.
lTheat and oats were the general crops he ralsed.. For fuelr-buckwhelt
and. grass seed. screenlngs from the elevator were burned.. iruel seemed
unattalnabre but he hauled. oak wood. from the sheyenne Rlver,

One year a large pralrle flre swept d-own fron the northwest wlth
_ ;d,r{ wlnd.. The corner of the flre was almed d.lrectly for the school
h-ouse. Wlth wet sacks LIr. goma and help managed. to kbep the flre from
the school house and. bulld.lngs. One lvlalch, a?ter co:nparatlvely flne
wef,,t[er, a flerce b11zzard" raglng three d.ays troze nany catt]-e grazlng
ln sloughs anit vlclnlty. The storm was so flerce that wlnd.ows 6ere
blown ln some shacks, Ind"lane sometlmee paesed. thru vlclnlty on way to
Dev l ls  La_ke.

In 1885 x'Ir. soma was maruied. to Iulss Grrrlna Froiland.. she d1ed" and.
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he narrled Mlss LtEa Lee. After haLf a yea,r of marrled. llfe ghe d.leil
and 1n 1902 be marnled. Glna Kyd.land.. To hls flret wlfe were born gmund.,
Osoar, and. Jonas Soma, all of Cooperstown and. Mrs. Frank H. Plohett
]1v1n-S-gt Truman, M1nn. Chlldren-from the last unton are L1se, Torger,
Ingvalf,.{ . Gurlna, Mllilned, and Jud.lth. Flve grand.chlLd.ren, Jo;ice a nd.''e!.la,$ona, 

Iloward. and. Irene Sona and. ErLe ptckett.

Mr.' Soma 1s now resld.lng on hls farm flve rnllee south of Cooperstcwn,
hle orlglnal farm belng nana$ed. by h1s son, Onund..
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01e . ror -en Omrrnd_scn !o* la

Ole Jorze ' ' l  On: :nCscn So,ra lvas born in  l lorwa.Jr  ne i j r  t ! :e  c i  t1 ;  C
Sand"nes on the ?8th .1a1r  of  actcber  - '1-853.  r t is  parents. i r ' : rer€ Oi l ' rnd a ' , rd
AEne the  In r tn4 .son .  rTe  I  e f  t  h i s  h -D ' , re  i n  11q1 ' r= rsy  i n  188?  bec . : ' r se  he
D e l i e v e C  r i o r t h  l a k o t r  w c r r l {  D r o v e  a  n o r e  t - r r c o i t i o . ! " e  p l a c e  t o  f p 1 ' , .

So  ' ' n *ny  i * r ' n i g ran ts  were  co , l i nS  to  A :ne r ie : ,  e i t  t he  t i ' : r e  t he t  no
i e - ' t i g r a n t  ,  o B r s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t t e  J i : : t e  o f  h i s  s a l l i n q ,  s o  t h r t
be I rad to  tF; l te  i . ' ' , .  ns lo  boat  t , r  A ' ' ' rs ter ' ' i : , - r r .  ITere r  e  re, la iner i  for  f i r re
i l avs .  Then  t c  Lon i l t n  i vhe re  t ' . ey  were  r i e leys4  f  i ' r e  da l r s .  I  c l t , - 11e
cca t  on  the  Crown  T  i ne  vsa  s  s l i gh t l y  re roc le leC  t r :  acco r rnod .a te  i ' r ' n i s ran ts .
The  rooas  i n  t h i s  bce t  i : j e re  r ; e r l i  f i l t hy .  Fo r  f o r r r t een  da l , ' s  t i : g . ;
s e i l e d  t h e  A t l e n t t c  O c e l r .  T h e  i o t : , r n e r r  e n r i e d  i n  a  p a n L c  a s  t h e r e  i v a s
a  sno r ta re  o f  coa l .  an r l  f  nod ,

l : r r i v l n ,q  i n  lTew Yor l .  t he  i "n " r i c ran t  t re in  ee r r i eC .  t he ' l  t o  Ch icagc
a t  '  n rea ' l '  neek  s r l ee r l ,  t : :  e  t ra in  nen red  a  l a rge  b r i r l ge ,  a t  t he  ' no . ren t
the l r  reached ,  t be  b r tCge  the  t ra ' i n  i r :moed  the  ra i . l - s ,  s1L11  *ce ' . ze rF i1 ,  rodq
a l o n : ' t h e  t i e s .  " r .  a o : n a  r e l a t e s  t h a t  f c r  a  f e w  n o q e n t s  h e  f e a : r e l
t h i  s  t o  be  h i " s  "1 "ec t  r . i de .  ' r o th - rng  se r io r : . s  happened  b . ' r t  |  4e1aJ r  o f  a
few  ho r t r s  r t n t i l  -  ne ' , : r  e rq ine  ccu l . cL  cone  to  re l i eve .  A t  Ch icago  thev
l e f t  o n  a  - q n e l l e r  t r a i  n  ; o r  t h e  l a k o t a s .  E n t e r i - q r  t h e  R e i  R i ' . i e r  t r a i l e y
i t  s e e ' n e . l  a s  i f  t h e  t r a i n - ' i v e r e  e n t e r i - n g  t h e  o c e a n l  l s  f r . ; r  e h e a d  a s
one  co r r l - l  see ,  t he  va11e : r  r , , a , s  f  " l - ood  e , l ,  eove r i  na  the  : : a . i 1  b r , '  seve ra l
i n c n e s .

Tn  the  I  a t t e r  na . r t  o f  "a reh ,  188? ,  ' { r .  . 9ona  reached ,  \ I a ' l , l  e ' r  01 ty
to  l oo l t  f o r  1an '1 .  i ' e  l oo ' i eC  {o r  l and  so r r th  o f  Coopers town  r rhe re  he
took  a  ho .nes tead .  r re  e rec teC a  f ra 'ne  shan ty  r i he re  the  Shepard  Fa rne r rs
E leva to r  no i v  s tan l s .  t l i s  l and  i s  l oca ted  i n  ra * . ' , l , e  1b , r  an r j  t o r r ynsh in  ] .A5 .
I re  dt :S h is  be. rn for r r  feet  d .eep in to the s ' ror rnd,  24.  bv 4f  feet  snd prorred
ve ry  e j ' i  j - c l en t .  . l hen  go ing  to  town  f  o r  p rov i s i r : ns  he  r l r ove  w i t i - .  one
o x  a n d  c n e  h o r s e .  C o o p e r s t o n n ' ; r : s  t l : e n  e  v i l l a g i e  o f  a  f ' e w  r : b o ' t e s .  t ' i s
ne ighbors  were  E1 . l - i ng  Johnson ,  T .  " l ' .  3 ' r rg1es ta i , r . ,  4nd1 ' s1v  Bensonr  1 , ! r .
l ' {ontgo,  er1r ,  ar .d  ' , ' r .  Z in :nerman.  For  f lve year-q I 'e  n lo"red wi th  oxen,
us ing  f  i ve ;  twg  f  Or  seeder  anC th ree  f  o r  d ra i " : ' .  , i l s i ne  ; . 1 ' l  a t  l nce  he
"nalng.d to  cover  nr rch space in  a shor t  t ine.  ue use, i  a  b i -n ler  dra-r , r r
u y  o x e n  f o r  h a r v e s t l n - ' a n d  S w e n  A l l g a n r d  t h r e s r e d  f o r  t r ' e  e n t L r e
coinrnuni ty .  T/ery  dr l l  years fo l lowed" but  . . r .  Soma.rs  1an, l  r , las lorv  rqh ich
1ns ' l - red  good  c rops  eeeh  yea r .  ' , { hee t  an r l  oa ts  } re re  i l : e  genera l  c rops
ne  ra i  sed .  Fo r  f i r e l ,  b r r ckv lhea t  and  g ra  s -c  seed  sc reen i  ngs  f  ro .n  the
elevator  were burned.  F ' . re l  seerneC unat tarnaole br . : . t  he i iar r led.  oak wood
f rom the  Sheyenne  R ive r .

One  yea r  a  l a r , : e  i : r a i r i e  f i r e  s 'F rep t  nown  f ron  the  ro r th rves t ' $ i . t h
heavy  w ind .  ?he  co rne r  o f  t he  " r re  was  a i . ned  d i rec t l y  f o r  t he  schoo , l
hor . l .se.  l { i t l  wet  sacts  'Tr .  -co ' f la  and hel -n n; rna.qe4 to  l reep t re  o i  re  f rorn
t i r e  schoo l  hc r r se  an r i  o r r i l d i ng -e .  Cne ' ,oa rch ,  a f te r  co rpays f , i ' r s ' l - y  f i ne
wea the r r  a  f i e rce  b l - t zza rd  rag ing  th ree  da ,ys  f r cze  Hdny  ca t t l e  r raz rng
in s lo ' . lghs and ' r1c ln i  t l r .  The storrn was sc f  ierce that  wi  n , lorvs #ere
bl  o lvn in  in  so" le  shaeks.  Tncl : i -a .ne so 'net i - res passecl  througi :  the v lc in i iv
on  waJ /  t o  Dev i l s  Lake .  f n  188 r , ,  r 1 r .  So 'na  was  " ra r r : i e : ' i  t o  f  i ss  ,$ ' : r i =a
9 l r 1 1 a n d .  S h e  C . i e C  e n r l  h e  m a r i : 1 e d : - , f i s s  l i r a  L e e .  A f t e r  h a l f  a  - \ r e a r
o j ' i i a r r i e . l  l i f e  * q h e  d l e d  a n d  i r  1 9 o a  h e  r n a r r i e d  G i n a ' { v c l a n c .  T c  h i s
f i rs t  wi fe  nsere born O ' :nr l ,  0-ecar  enr i ,  Jona-s aor . - ' !a ,  a l l  o f  Coo-oersto l " rn
a rd  l 1 rs .  F ran l r  s .  P i cke t t  l i ' r i ng  a t  T r r - rman ,  " i nn .  C l r i l ;Ten  f ' r o rn  the
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01e  J .  r  e -  Oar l . " . : l  eon  to - rp  (  ccn t r rue :1 )

1a.s t  : - rn ion F j re 1,1sf  ,  Torr  er ,  f  n1; r 'e .1d,  'Sr t r inE ,  ' r i1drec1 ar  _ i  Jr r i i i  t l .
F ive ; : ran lc i i l , l ren,  J3. ' , .ce a1d I - ,e i ia"  !ona. ,  ' rO. ,vA.r i  anc i  I rene So' - ta
i : : r ' {  a r l e  F i c l . e t t .

Hr .  r lo ' ] l3 ,  is  now rest -11i . . ' ; .  cn h i ,s  far" .  f . i ' re  'n i1es -qor l th  of
Cooperq to l rn ,  h i  s  o r i q i  na1  fa r l  De r -nB  ' ra i1 t ;e i  b r r  h . i s  son ,  i r r1 r .11 { .

- -  ' i ' 1  t - i  e  -  r h e T r e
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{Frds* *silun*!**n *pma ns* b*rri tr,n f.}orwxy nenp .tir* stty *f **rrei*es.

*R the fr&th .*r*y;*f *+t*b*rr I"SS&, ;ILs g*.rs;rt* ffere nmUird *;:d AgaethE
**inilecl*+n. fie lctt hls hosee Ln tt,$r*€y lfli: lSSn $r***u*e he' S*J'lcreE Forth '

lckois v;ou).d pror* F, upr$ r'r'oflt*rbla .nLaee to f*rrn,^'Fo.ts$.y X"'***lgr*$trrw*Yc goiufln; bo &ni*.flsJa rst tir&,tL,r'r€'t,h*t a* l*r,*lg/**t
bcafr; sBrs +lviqj. iabl* rt the Catp rrf irts s*1L1rrg'r 9rr th*t lre ira* to tn.lre

a an flsL* Fp*t ttt *w,stetrdsm. Tlere irs rem*"tn*ri f&r ftvw ltay's. Theri to.'t 
!-ondoa w?rsrs thcy x*r6 d"slay*i f i.ve *rryc. A. cetth.bs*t-*n &h*r i)reirn
Llrre rsr g1tu.htly rtq*d*l$d t* et**mub$e.ta l.{ftsniqrari*e. Eh{r r*l>&s trn
t,lrrs lr*e,t ssfe'ysry ft lthy. f;rts fr;urt*en drrye lhe.y s*rl l*ri ths A.1;"Le,nt[c
s*ean. -Tire Jotrrrrey grrtl**, In *. pnntc-ax thera sr:r i uhqrtage *f *+lnl

-,.?llil f Of rt
atrrlvtng ,l.n 3{ew Yask th* tmmtgrnnt trltn cerr lrrd th*,* f,* *hlc*ge *rt *

br**k ne.ok n;:**tlr f,he traln neared n large i:ri*gsr *t th* s$fiefr,t thsy
. rsaehed tae^ brldg* t, i ls- tretn, Junperl the *s.!, ln , sf, ici , ser*rsl ' roda ;,.fohg

the t ' tee,  l l r ,  f fnrnrt  re latee tbnt f ,or  .q ferr  m*mente h€ fe*red' th lg *+ 
*

I ;*  t r ts l*st  r ldc.  | iothlr . ry,  n*r l r : i ;u i re ipps$*t l  but  a *eiui- ; i - ; ;  fe*;rours
unt l l  f t  s*w.cn4tnt  cnulr t  cor ls to i ,*} fsre,  , t t ' l i r tsr*rro iney lef ,s on *
smsl ler  t rn ln fqrr ' ths Sahptae. {nt*r tq6 t i i *  f ie{  Fi t i * r  Y*r i l .ey l t  n*emsd
e$ t{ t i l+r [rsln tref,& *nterln:q t*u $*san, s,$ frar ph*ed sm i] i is oould se&,

itthe vnl.l"ey uq* floor*ed, u;voila'e: the grlt l by *sverrl l lncllcu.
" In bhe lntf,*r ' ;: i*l ' t  nf ' :, larch, l#$}9r l{r. t l :ua rEac}r*' l  Va.i.t*y i tty ta l.<rok

f'sr lnnd' He l+okert f*r Lisnc ssu$h *f ,,)cro.terstori l srhe.s,f hs tolx * hnmo-' 
&tsnd. T1o erbsterl & f.re:ne glsirty $'irqri l the tih.epnrsl I 'nrrnert* t l*v;rtpr.
nor wttn,:le.- "I ls lr*n* lx logrif*d in rsnids ItrS *nd t-*wnutrlp l4S, '*& 

dug
' hts bern four fast deep t*lr t lre airausrtr i l4dr40 feet p.nrl pl.Ov** very .rt l
t ' * ,c lent .  i ; i l f in gotr ig to t ryrqs f  *r  i i rar is i*na he *roye r t i l i .$r la ox * t r r*
olis h*rlss. Soog:er*tcfin ssrl ta*n n'vll l , ' . ,ge cX.' r few s.b*ilee. l i l*, r ielntp
b*rs i l#r* Sllfuia'J*hnnon, rT. ?. ' i fugl.ectnrl, 

,{ndrew Senr*on, ".rF* aoaruotery,
- ond :rt, -frLrxFsrsgn, ff ir ftvs yaArg hry ;,19-l*eJ ',rtth !}l(er}, uxlng flvi j.trd-

fgr see$or s*&rt t i:re** f 'or.i lra66, Lr:*1116 nlt at org h* in*n&g,*$*t* *,rveir
Eru*h spil*s In *h+rt t lr*s.. He r*a** a blnrior Sx*"rn bry nren*fnr lut.rv*e-*tn6
*nd $tEn AnJ.;gaar' l threalred f*r the en{tr* cr::rmmurrl0y. Yery *iy ya.srm
foLl*rEe.l but tf. Sgmgrr l*,rir i rf i$ Ioic uhtch lnr+ur*ci." l ioi),* rl i*Fg'oasil fe&r., ths&i,  *nt t 's t*r  f f6fe t , re 4enrr ; ' , I -gr$; l$ h* f ,h lssr i i .  n i r  fu i i ; 'huckw.nemt
*n,* tEr*rue $*&d *are*nliu.1* frn*: t ire elevntor ?r€r* brrrner!, FueI sgrj#ed

;trn*ttaln*b1a but he lr*uled osk rvo*.J fr;,S l i ie t i iey$nn{* rl,Tst.
., 

-"t1ie,yslrr, 
e l*.tge Jrr*trle. !Xrr* BIF{rpt 'S*wn f,rnt"i t i lr* R::rrt,h*ext rtth hsevy

wlad. I 'he'* t l rn*r  * f  . ths f t re w*.1";  *L** i  ,Jtrset l f  f*r  t ; re ,$r ;h?oi  ; i l rusg,'41t l t  vet  *ncks,$r,  , l i ;xr i r r tRd l rCI lp*raru**sed tc ksep t i ;  i r ie ' i ; i l -a i r i -ssioof
houc* *n,-i bl"lt ldln$fi. . Sn* l inrcli, nft*i cs$lx;f,&tively ftne wrlatlrsr,, a
ftErce hlf,sn*.J"* r{kstsrl t i i*se C:;igE f,r*re rs*n} c{i.tt l* $;rsaluu{ lrr *iouqhs

. and t to ln l ,?y,  ?he &t, : rxr  w$s *$ f , i -*ro* t t l r i . t  e l r r*+we ner* hiorn. ln f i ;- ' '*-.Es';*e'*a*ehs; 
Indtq*n* *s:ft&tlres .?as*sd thru ytstri l ty r;n wst t; $s*fis L&trs*

,$In 1#s$ .Hr, som* ilts sntrrle*tn 1.,{i*e *lrrl*s Fc*tl&*ii. *ils hfo* *"r:.i-e
-par51*$ i ' t ls€ Ll*a L**,  af t -*s hai f  e fser t€ rnerr lsd l* f ,s she dte,d '*rxd
ta 1S0# hs, , iarrled {it1p, f iy*l lsnd" 

'I* }rie f lr*t rvlfa Hsre b#rn **uirdf *s-
s*"f *n* Jfi lrar,**ate.r p}l rrf * '**p*rsto,,+R ir*,ri : ix&.'franls H. I, l.ekebt }f?frg

, *fr f luir:q.nl^ l{X$T- Sht}"ire* f,r*;* ' t lre l&st r,elt l"*n ar* Ll*e3 l*ger, In*gval*,
<]utrl.n*. ' +.i,} ' lred prrd Ju*t*q, " f lvs;4r*.nct*hll,trr*n, Jr:y*e end L{6r1; Sei} ,

_iiouar,l *;rd {f&&6 ?osa *nd ,4rle l iskett.' f i i i t* 3o.sa ls noe reeldlng *n'nl.E f;rrx flve *i!&s s*rhtft *f 1**petrstr:r,grrr' bi* orlgtn*l f,s;r€i bal*g .*l*x*ged by nts e*t, f,ruuildi

Pl.*f{}l.ii:{t }i*.;iitrlFF{Y , ,i..- /i,t&_*t*r &4*"
$le Jor*en {iucurtde,ffr 3J*'s. .ry ** - 
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