
FIOifEER BIOGLqPITY
Bern t  He l ' ne r  ?ande

I , l y  f a the r t s  pa  "en ts  I ' / e re  Jcnn  Tande  and  l , , r - r - r i ne  Fe 'de rso r .  John
Tand,e i rsas born in  L i l l -e  . t {arnnetr  Fele- : r r : rken,  } Ior" rav in  1824.  re  d ied.
i n  1892  s rhen  53 ,  yea rs  c ld " .  l r e  na r r i ed  tw ice .  T , ' : r : r . : r e  Pederson  was-oo rn  

i . n  t he  Un i ted  S ta tee  i n  Lg5?  anC d ied .  i n  1 "?  r "hen .30  3 ' s6 r ' *  o1d .
Sern t  Tande  wes  3  yea rs  w ien  h ' i  s  f : t J :e r  d ied  and  12 !  J rea rs  v rhen

h is ' ro the r  C reC,  l r e  l i ve j  . , : r i t i  0s r ' , r nd .son  r :n t ' i 1  r s  F . ' ee ,24 ,  yea l?s  o l f  .
3er : : t  tse1 'ner  ?a i r . 'oc is  the f r " r - l -1  . . 'a . rne of  t : re  r : ioneer .  l re  r . ' :as born i .n
Oc to i . : e r  \ 4 ,  1g l J3 .  i l e  ras  bo rn  i n  ; 1 l i 1 lov r  t u " ' nsh in ,  oec t i on  ?4 .  l : r i  s
nea : r :es t  t own  was  0coperg tcvu 'n .  l r l e  c ; : ' ' r e  t o : : ' e t  a  ho : i e  enC fa rn  tn  l - i ve
on .  Bo rn t  Ta ' rde  r i J .F rnne . !  cn  be ing  e  ta i  1o r  D r r t  C i - i  no t  ' l ; a " l re  r r i  t he
; c r t .  ' r e  i s  n o w  a  f a r ' ' r e r  i - n : : I i l - l o v r  ? o : : n s l : r ;  t l  s e e t i o n  2 6  a n d  o i r y n s
2+A a.c l :  t  s  o f  land .

l :e  . .  IO: 'e  r ; i  th  OXer.  . 'e  - t . tC 
f  t . , l f  Oxen.  are i r , f t 'e  tO I 'o f  th  D, . . i1991a.

w i th  oxen .  l : e  - -  e - ' i ne ' l  : r ne r ience  
' 3 r r  1691q i11  a t  t he  *ne t l c r l " s  t be  o the r

p i : r e a r 3  l : : ' d . ' s e d . .
Jo i : r  Tan^ ] r  ca , i e  t c  " i i nneso ' l a  i n  1Y70  and -  r -n  1 r r t83  ca " l t e  t o  l l o r th

Da l i o ta .  ? I re  o ione t r  h ; : i -  t c  : a in  h i t r  1v /n  exne r ience  on  h i . s  f a . r "n  o r
f  f  O :n  . i : .  S  - . e i  T : . l ou i .  T l : c , f  l  " ' e Ie  f  :  nP ' : . ' s , : . " , : - e f  r .  4ne  O f  t i , e  1a te .  i  i s
the  Se : r t j n .e r - '  , : . r r i e :  - , , ) . ' . - t : , 1 i sh : i  i n  Cao- :  e rs town  f c r  r , r i ggs  Cor ln t l , /  i eade rs .
?he re  I re r3  f  e r , r  ne r t i t r ( : r j 3 rs  t l : en  j " r  J l o l t i :  f i  l : c ta

ire : i terr ic-r . j 'J ' te 1'1 , 1::r11 to .Tisei,: [1n,,-3 ]: irsl l ' ,  1i ' .h,) ca. ' ie fro, ir' F - ' o r ^ c ' r r A  i ' n r ' . 1 p 1 , r .  t s e r n t  T i n - t 3  1 t - l / e s  i r r  i t f l I I : , - l €  i O ,  t o r l l n s c i n  1 4 8  i : r  s e c t L o n
2 ' i ) .  A t  f i r s t  ne  l l . i - ve r l  i n  n  d ' rqo r : . t .  Tne  s l ze  c f  t he  Cr :ao r : t ' f f : : s  14  c . '
20  f  ee t  i n  ' .Y l i 3  : i ne :?e  Jaco , :  I ' ess t . s  l l ace  no ry  : - s .  r re  * r9n1  to  t c i r yn  t vo
3 r '  f ou r  t ' . , r es  a  l , ' e f , i r .  : ' ' i s  ng i , - : - JOr t  r : : e re  01e  AL fsOn ,  : 1 ' : r : r r - s i  A l t ' Je t ' gon r
T l : o r * r - r c n ,  O l - e  t . , f l : o n 1  f r p ' r - 1 .  ' ' o r . r i - ; ,  a n i l  T r i g e r s o n .  r : l i s  f i r s t. : ' : tCh in6 ;1 ' r  l : -6 ,  g  i j  l :1C; ,  EL . ; i t : , : " : ) in r  i i f , : i  a  h i : l ^ t ' .1 r . ' ; .  l l e  s f ' . sed  a ,nd  c ' . t - t  h i  n
o  r i : i  t r  3 : , r  ; : ln i .  " : iS  Cr f r )S  r : - te : : t  c . i ' i e1 '1 -1r  " t .  e ; : t .  I t  Averp- : f . ^  r l ' , ,  tC  2a
r , ' . : sh i? - ' l - s  per  f le re .  T l ,e  i , : .e l -  1 i?s  ' t ' . ' c? ' l  .  l - t  t Jas  i ra r r l le , - - l  l i r . te  b l '  oxen i ' ro ' r l
t . f :e  She. . renne i . i ver .  T - le  l ro . : -ges  l i re re  r . ;a , r , l  anC.  eoz \ t .

l n  1 u . i 3  a n d  L t : ? t 4  t h e r e  , ' J F , s  a 1  i : r p o r t a n t  i - . r r a r r i e  f j . r e  a n j  i t  i r l r p e : i
1 1 \ r A T  Q r - a r r a . r ' " . ' F , i v e r  l t i d -  i J r ' l r n e 1 " l - . t - F i  o  s t a p , l - e  e i " , l j  h 3 v  s t i t c i l g .  T i i a t  l r € f :  ru : f v . ,  v - l r l v

t r l eJ '  i t i r :  F  V r ; I J '  good  c fop .
' l i :e  greatest  sno" /  s ter  r  l . l ra  s  in  l i lu , -3-18?? ani - - l  r -  t  s r rneC i " l : ree ;1p ' rg

a-r .d  t - l ree n ig l ts  a .nd r . ; is  12 feet  on the ar . ' 'o r i . i -e .
I t y  m c t h , : : : ' r , ' ; a s ' l a ; l ' i : i e ' i  i n ' 1 t e s t  F r a i r i e  3 i : ' t r c i : : - i 1 r j  r . e v .  T ' r j . a * q s o - .

r l  g  th  e , r r in i  s ter  : : r  - l  h€ conf  i  r rne - l  "nJ. '  f  a  the r  .

" T c e 1 ,  t s i i r e r ,  C c n l a . J ,  a n : l  B e l n l € r t ^ .  a r e  j : i i s  c " h r l j r e n .  A l l  a r e  a t
r r - r . C , : : O ' r f  : , *  l -  . \ . n a
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Blography of Bernt Helnrqn Tande
--Joel Te,nde

&{y fatherr s parents were John Tand"e and Lunlne petereon. John Tandewas born 1n L1lle Hammer, Red.enarken, I{orway ln IgZ4. He dled 1n lgg2ghen 6E years old.. He marrled. twlce. Lurlne Fed.erson was born ln thetjnlted. States ln lgb? and d"ied. 1n lggg when fO years old. Bennt Tand.e
..? qs 6 years when h1s father d-led. and. 16 years when hls nother d"led.,- l1ved wlth Osmund.son unt11 he wa.s zl years old.

Bernt l lelmer Tand.e 1s the f u1l n&me of the ploneer. IIe was bornln october 14, 1886. He was born 1n lTl l low t ;wn;hip,  sectron 24. Hlsnearest town was Cooperstown. He calne to get a hornb and farm to l1veon' Bernt Tand.e planned, on belng a talIor but d.1d. not take up thework'  He 1s now a farmer 1n Tl l l low townshlp 1n seetron eo-*"a ; ; ; t246 acres of land..

He d-rove wlth oxen. He had, four oxen. He d.rove to North Dakotawlth oxen. He galned experlence by looklng at the mettrod.s the otherploneers had. used,. 
- '

The greatest  snow storm was
c .i. three nlghts a.nd. was IZ feet

My noth€x was rnarrled. 1n West Pralrle Church and Rev. Ellasesenwas the mlnlster s.nd he conflrmed my father.

Joetr, Esther, conrad.r a.od Bernhard. are hle chlldren. A11 are atpresent at  hone.

E
John Tande came to Mlnnesota ln 18?0 and. 1n 1885 came to NorthDakota.  The ploneer had to ga-1n hls own exper lence on hls farm 01.. ,f rorn-hls.ne- lgbbors.  There were few newspapers.  one of  the latest  isthe Sent lnel  Cour ler  publ lshed" ln Cooper-stbwn ror crrggs County readers.There were few newspapers then tn worth Dekota.  

'

He marrled-June 14, 1911 to Josephlne Lanson who eane fron Egersund.,Norway. Bernt Tand.e l lves ln range 6b, townshlp 148 ln sectlon 26.At f l rst  he l1ved 1t  
"  

d.ugout.  T6e stze of  the aufout was 14 by iofee t  ln  1885 where  Jacob Nessr  s  p lace  now 1s .  He went  to  town twoor four t lmes a yea.r .  H1s nelgh-bors were 01e Al fson, August And.erson,Thoreson, O1e K. Olson, paul  R6rvlg,  &nd torgerson- Hls f l rst  ma._chlnery was e olow, a. ws.gonr &.od a-harrow. tte sowed- a.nd" cut hls-gra1nby hand-.  Hls crops were'"ehief ly whee,t .  f t  *re""ged Lp to Zo bushelsper acre.  The fuel  was wood. I t  was hauled hone"by oxen from theSheyenne Rlver.  The houses were warm and cozy.

fn 1895 and 1894 there was an lmportant pralrle flre and. lt Jumped.over Sheyenne Rlver and burned. up a, sta.ble rnii rr*y-stacks. Cit"i y"".tthey ha.d. a very good. crop.

ln 1E96-1897 and 1t snowed" three d.ays
on the e.verage.
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Blcgrat :hy cf  Peter J.  Tang
: --Ceci ; : "  Teng

?eter J. fang viras born i"n L875 in Sogan, I ' I,:rvray not fa.r frc,':r Bergen.
Ite cine to i;. innesots. wit: ' i . his r:arents when he \, ' .rts eleven ye{trs old and.
se t t led-  a t  ta i " "e  K , : rnont .  H t re  he  s tayed fo r  twe lve  yea. rs .  He y . 'en t  to
nn i r^a ' l  ^n r l  " ;c i " i ted ,  fo r  t l :e  fa rners  a . r ' : t rnd  Korn ion t .\ ) v L r ' - " r L t  @ : i u  r r J i  t r v u  r r / t  L . t - u  I a x l l r u . L  )  c _ I  j t , ( - r u  l L L ,  l L : L r 1 l u .

'  l fhen he ups t r r ;enty- three i rears of  ogg,  f i€  ca,ne to  Nor th Dal io ta an; r
secured a honestead.  In  t l ie  'u in t?r  he returned to Lske Kormontr  a f lC: ,
e i  ' - r cd  *L ,a -5  ove r  w ln te : ' .  I n  sp r lng  o f  t he  yea r  L899 ,  he  s ta r ted .  ou t  t o
i i ls  nones 'ce.L. l  v ; l f r i  l i ig  teg,n of  horses,  r i rh lch he had.  boug$t  there,  and.
tne fe 'u :  be l - :ng ln3s he r r r .4- .  ] t  took h ln f i r ' *  C 'ays to  cone f rorn Kormont
to Cooperstown.  T l ie  f - i . rs t  n lght  he s ta.yec.  * t  f i l lnn ipeg Junct lon,  a  srnai l "
t ov ln  l v l i e re  : : . l s  pa ren ts  t i : e re  then  l l v l ng .  The  s , i scnd  n lgh t  he  reached
f i l qp -n  L r  n f  o ,  C f i 1 |  r i f : . r  t . . t  be  gee t " r  . aU . /  p l ace  J -n  Fa : " r yO  g_ t  t ha t  t  j . ne .  On*  u r b J ,  r r v  v  A

the th i rd .  n lght  he s t* .yed at  a  farn i :nuse anC" tbe f r r ; r ' th  n ignt  ,he reachef l
Page .  O i r  t i e  f j . f t n  d .ay  he  reached  Cocners tcwn .  l { e re  he  s taye i  f o r  abou t
a  v ;eck  and  a f te r  sec r l r l ng  gone  p ro r ' Ls lons ,  he  s t c " r ted -  f . : r  h l s  homes teed ,
wh. . i .ch was about  a mi- ie  and,  a  hal f  ' r . i : : t  c f  whe: :e; r .c l ienry i -e  nov, r  located.

3l-nfr:r l  and. , l lcHenry ' . ,1e::e not buil t  gre,t so everJ t lne k;e lvi;hteC.
' - . 'a- ' i  - !nn.  ' ,  

t :  h&"d to  cor f le  tc  Cooper f , tcr "n for  the rL l l - r .ce. i  c l " l t l  nry t  reac i :. u l \ - , J - s . ! J : r D ;  r e

S a r t n e r  1 , h a n  t , :  C o o p e r s t o v , n  J . t  t h u t  t i r r r e .  l .  K .  } r i o e  a 1 s , r  i ' r a d .  n ; l c : n e s t e a r l
v l i : i -ch i , iar;  tnree i" i f  e-3 ei ls, t  , : f  u: i ,ere l i ic i ' .c:rry Lg p6ir ,r  f6g"-tgc-.  S[y f  a.1;: :er
r rn r 'hor1  f  n r .  ; '  i ( .  IOe :nug l i  o f  t i i e  t  j_ne ,  f  o I  

' l ' : t .  
ng .A.  :  be t te l  i i )ne ,< tCo j .a .

7.  K.  l i rce sonn t r . . : : ied.  ?r ls  honeste i , r ' :  f  r . , r "  tne l ' : te l -  , ' ,mlch h ie ls  no i ' ;  ho ld ln ;
I  n  t " lnr ' r . . i .c t - : r : i i i .  T :ng j . - , l t  a  job nauLin3 t l lc r :  for"  tha r rJ . - ' i - road.  to  , . ,c i {en: : ; ' ,v  r  v r v

f o r  t ' r . ey  had -  j us t  e t s " r te i  j - t  r r l ' ,  ; : . n r -L  i r e  l ; t r ' c .  ! n  5 ; ' e - , t  19€ . ' L  o f  rncney .
.,rost cf t i ' r  tL'. 'e he v, 's,s a' i I i .J frcr: ir l i i  i .roinestei i . l l  v;cr] i i116.

One  C .e l y  ! i e  ccu l . , J .  n r : t  ge t  : . n7  h te r ^J t - ,  sc ;e  c l , e i c ; ' , , i i ne i i  t o  beke  1 t  h in -
se l f ,  f o r  i : e  hs . r l -  i . : n ; : 1s  ro t i l e r  ba " ie  o t ' e i i * .  t i e  ' na .oe  t i r e  dcugh  a .n i i . , ou t
I t  j - n  t : - ; l . r  e tove  to  b i r kc '2  - j - ' , J , ; , - .  f c r - : r i  t i : r , " ' ; : i l s  s to ' , - ?  Wag  fu i l  o f  n i ce ,
for .  i re  i iad.  nct  becf l  f lc ; ic  for  qu l te  s .  ' l lhL le,  He got  v ' ld .  c f  the mlce.  He
bal l leu the breacr  for  n  long t f ine unt i " l  I t  i ryas burrnt  on t i :e  cuts lde B.nC"
al-rnost ra,v. i  insld"e, but i t  ta.steci. good. al iryhou'; f  :r '  : ie ' f i : ls very hungry.

r ' ; uc r l  L , -  t he  t l l e  i r e , l l o  nc t  hu : . ve  any  c , l a l  t o ' au rn  i n  h l s  s tove  sc
he b,u'.r: led" manure, At rr lEnt 1n r;1nte: 'r 1t 

" ' : .s 
so cold. t"n:,r-t  he onLy took

cf  f  i rLs s l tces,  l ie  s lept -vr i th  h ls  ro l t tens A on ant l  h ls  ear laps dor , ' , 'n ,
i i hen  i i ;  i , , r c . i e  up  i n  t l i e  mcr r . i r g ,  . 1e .v ;ou1d .  f i nc l  r ' .  o13 ' snc1 {  p l1e  on  h l s  bed . .
i i e  i l veC  on  l i i s : : : . : l es tead -  f o r . i r b ' : u t  t l i r ee  yea rs ,  Then  ho  wen t  i n to  pa r t -
"  . : n lp  w l th  P .  K .  i i i oe  l n  t he  Poo l  t t a l I .  La tp r  he  bough t  P ,  K .  i ( oe rp
>, ; \ . ,Te ln  1t ,  and.  c t ingd l t  e lone.  Tnfs  wi r .s  ln  the yea"r  c f  I9OZ.  F;e: : t

. ' r ,  
" r  

r rn t l f  c  r ro t
J v e '
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v
0f  the sons of  l , lorwa.r l  or  those of  i , lor ' , , ' , leg lan a,nce$Lry l ry6p have come
to  Nor th  Dako t r  snd  ta l<en  a  p romJ-ne r rL  pa r t  j  n  l t s  subs t ; ; n t l a l
d e v e l o p m c n t  a n d  u p b u i l d i n g  n o n e  i s  r T r o r e , r r o r t h y  r : f  n r e n t i o n  t i ' a n

. I { r ru te  Thompson ,  who  has  wor t "  s t l ccess  th roug i i  ho r i c , rab le  e f fo r t  and
v ' t ho  bea rs  fe i v r  o f  t he  ma : : , ks  and  sco rs  o f  t ? "e  be t t l e ,  f o r  L :e  has
r ia in ta lned  a  gen la  1  d i spos i t i on  and  } . r : i nd l y  sp i r i t  t L r r c ,ug5h  a l l ,
and  so  ho r ro rab l y  ha  s  h l s  p rospe : : ' i . t y  been  v /o r r  t ha t  t he  r ; : os t  env5 -ous
caano t  g rudge  h im  h i s  Euc  cee  s  ,  i l c  l j  ve  s  t  n  Coopers |  own  t ru t  s t  i l l
has J .n i , ;or tant  far 'n ing i .n terests  in  Gr '1g, ;gs i lour : ty .  l r i r ' ,  T l iompson
r r i : r s  bo rn  1n  Dane  coun ty ,  i t r i sco i l s i n ,  I . ' eb rua . i ' y  2 ,  1850 ,  l : l s  f a tho r . ,
i o s t o n  0 1 s o r L ,  a  n a t t v e "  6 f  , , i o r v r a y ,  I  c v i n 1 l  s e : t t I e d  i n  i L : e  t  s L a L e
s l x  y e a r s  b e f o l e ,  a t  w h l c L r  t l n r e  L L e  t o o k  u p  h l s  a b o d e  i n  t h e  t o w n .
o f  C t r r ' l s t l a n l a ,  D a n e  c o u n t y ,  w h o r e  h e  s e c u r e d  l a n d  a n c l  f  o l l o w e d
fa i :m lng .  I i e  l l ve rd  t  o  ' l , f r o  r : dvaneed  age  o f  r i i ne ty  yea  r$ ,  wh l l e  h i s
v , t l f e  r e a e h e d  L l : e  s g e  o f  e t g ; h t y - s l x ,  O n e  o f ' t h e l : r , '  s o n s r ,  O l e ,  v r a s'bo rn  

i n  Nor ' ' + ruy  and  en l i s ted  fo r  se rv l . ce  i n  t he  Un lon  a , r r  y  as  a
menber  o f '  t he  $ l x teen t ,h  Iov ra  Vo lun tee r  I n f i an t r y ,  hav i r : . g  hcen  i n
bus ines rs  1n  Decora [ : ,  I ov ra ,  a , t  ' t , i : e  t l .me  o f  t he  ou tb reak  o f  i ; he
C i v i l -  l v a r ,  l . e  p a l t i c l p a i : e . ,  i - n  m e n y  i n p o r t a n t  e n g a g e m e n t s ,  t a t r l l n g
pa r t  f  o r  f  j - ve  days r  j . n  t i i e  ba t  h le  o f  V i c l csbu r r : ,  and  becnuse  o f  t ho
h a r d s h i p s  a n d  p r i v r  t i o n s  w h j " c l :  h e  e ) i j ) e r i e n c e d  w h l l e  a t  t k r e  f r o n t
h l s  dea t i . r  occu r ' r ' ed  soon  a f te r  t L re  c lose  o f  l , he  ws r  r  1 ' he  fan r i  l y
nr . rnbel 'ed a l togethr , , , r  seven cL: i l .c i re 'n ,  o f  lvhonr  Kr l r te  wai l  the th fu;d.

lVhen  h l s  schoo l  days  v /e ro  ove . r - '  I i nu te  1 'hompson  le f t  ho rue ,  be ing
thon  s r  r rn r r th  O f  s l_X teOr r  yeE l1 "  s .  t ' he  p lan  v ta  s  tha t ;  he  ShOUld  aL tend
sc l :oo1  i n  i i ad l son ,  ; ' / l s cons in ,  t o  supp le r re r rb  the  kno ' , ' r l edge  tha t
h r e  h a d  g a i n e d  l r r  t h e  p u b l l c  s c i , o o :  s  a n C  i n  * l t r i o n  C o 1 l e g e ,  t r u t  h e
changed  h l s  p l r , ns  a r i d  v reL r t  j - ns "bead  to  l i t i nneso ta ,  r ' es l c iS - r i i i  f o r  a
t l r n e  1 n  F i l l r n o : : e  c o u n t y ,  a f t e : : ' v r l , i c L r  l r e  r e r r o v e d  t o  t h e r  w e s t e r n
p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  I n  f 8 ? 2  h e  b c c a m e  a  r e s l d e n l  o f  V e r m i l l l o n n
$ou t l :  Dako ta ,  and  fo r  a  yea r  ongaged  tn  e le r  l c l ng -1  tn  a  c lb th tng
s t ;o re ,  a t ;  i : he  end  o f  w l r iC t r  b in i c  he  1 "e rno \ red  1 ,o  l r l . i ny l sSoLe  .

I t  was  l n  Decenher ' ,  18? t j ,  bL ra  t  l l r  .  Thompson  v l t r  s  r i n i t ed  i n
l ra l r i aqe  to  i , l i s s  ; l nu .e  OdeEard ,  c  na t i ve  o f  l i o i : v ' r L , y ,  and  to  tL  e r :
\ re re  bo rn  f  ou r  cL :11 -d ren :  T i , eodore ,  r i bo  I  s  men t ioned  e l se r , ' r i : e re  l n
t i : i s  work l  t ' ho r  Ado lph ,  i ' r ho  i s  no " " r  a  d i s t r l c t  j udge  i n  l r : i on tana ;
Gra  qs  I I ay ,  t k re  w i fe  o f  E t ' nes t  Se ikens ,  a  s tock  dea le r  i n  $o r - r t L r
S t  .  P a u l ,  , , i i  n n e s o t e  I  a  n c l  0 s c a r  J . ,  a  1 a l ' r y e r  a  L  0 1 r c 1 e ,  I ' i o n t a n a ,
who  pu rsuec i  h l s  educa  t  j . on  i r i  t he  Sba to  Un lve r ' s i i y  o f  No r th  Da l<o ta
and  in  the  Un lve r . s l t y -  o f  r l nsh ing ton ,  s ince  v r i t j - ch  l ime  he  has
s u - c c e s s - f u 1 1 - y  p r a c t l c e d  L : i s  p r o f e s s i o n .

?he v;ork  of  dove lopnent  a nd pro l j re  s  s  hr r  d  sca rc  e ly  be en s t  ar ted
' : , 'hen Knute ' t r )hnnrpson became a res ldent  o f  Gr lgg;s  couniy ,  maki .ng
h l s  w ? y  t o  t h e  p r e s e n b  s l t e  o f  C o o p e t ' s t o v , r n .  I i l s  w s s  t i : e  f i r s t
f a rn i l y  t o  l oca te  i n  t he  town  and  he  opened  a  s " t , o re  a t  t k re  p lace
whore  the  f i r rL r  o f  John  $yve : ' son  i i :  $ons  l s  now conduc t i ng  bu .s iness .
l l e  success fu l l y  i . - l nnagcd  h i . s  con ine r ' c i a l  j - n te res l s  f o r  a  pe r iod  and
then  so i c l  ou1 ,  t o  h i r .  $yve r rson ,  I {e  hand led  va r ' 1ous  n te rcan t i l e
l i n e s ,  l n c l u d l r i g  m a e h i n e r y ' , " b u t  d u r i - n g  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  h l s
r e s i d e n e e  i n  G r i g g s  c o r - l r : t y ' h e  h a s . c o n c . e n t r a t e c l  h i s  c r r i e r i ; J - e s  u p o n
agr icu. l tura l  pursui t  s  a  n-c i  is  no ' ; r  the o i ' , , r rer  o f  about  e; ig l r teen
hundred  ac res  o f  l and ,  o f  wh ic l i  n ino  hundred  and  twen ty  ac res  i s
l n _ t h e  h : m e  p l a e e ,  f  o r i r  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y  a e r e s  i n  a  n o t h e r  t r a c t
a r : d  t h r e e  h u n d r e c l ' a n d  t w e n t y  a c r e s  l n  a  t n i r O  t r a c t .
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F J . l s  l a n d  i s  l e i l g e l - ) '  d e v o t e d  t o  ' i ' , ' h e a t  y a i s S " n g ; .  .  i i e  h a s :  t r e e n  a
S r r e a t  t r a . d e l  a n - d  i n  a 1 l .  o f  l : i s  b u s j - n e s s  t r a n s a c t , j : i - l ' r . s  h r r  r : a t i e s t e d
kee n" ins16;): : t  a; : ,d cr j -sc: i ,  j - r :  j .n; :  i ; i -n1; ju ' - ig i i : r r^r, : rr t  .  I 'ou. i .  j , 'our ye a: j ,s
I ' r  .  i 'honlpson f i - l  le i : j  i , l  e o,f 'J l ice o" i l  crol l i : : i ;y Lrer;st- l rei '  hu.t ,  hr s nsr, /( i j r
he , :n  t r : rh i - 'b ious  i  o  occr lp ; \ ' r  pos i  t  ions  o f  po-L  j  t i cs  l -  p re  - i :o t , r i re  r i t  .  I ie
e l n  j o y s  i ; i : e  E a n e  o f  h r - i s j  n o s s  a : l d  a  l . ;  a I - i  t i m c s  h i s  ' l e  a 1 5 - n g s  ] : i a r r e
l l le * : : r l r . i ' ec i  u - ; :  io  h i i i i : :  s t .e rnc lE i . rc ls .  i -e  h : - ,s  h t re r  sn t icess f \ r l  r i r c i  i i e  i -s
a  p o p u l . r : r '  c i - t i - t r e r . t ,  f o : i '  I  e  p o s s e : : s e s  r - :  p l s r s i n g i  p e : i ' r , ; : r r r 1 - i - ' l ; - ; ; "  r - r : : r c l  l o o k s
u p o n "  t i : e ;  i , a p p y  s i d c  o J l  1 j . f e ,  e n . j n ; y i  n i ;  t l . r e  c o f l i . ; r , n i o n s L i 1 t r l  o f  i : i s
i " ' i ' i end  s j  r j r i , c i  t  i : , k l r i , *  i  n i ;o  :  j - t ; t l -e  accouL iL  iL iose  N l : r in l l s  r , r l r i c l ' ,  too  nany
p e o , o l e  s . 1  1 o l i  i ; r :  b l , o c 1 , ;  p r o g l e s s  o - r ,  n a r '  L r a , p p i n e s s  .



THEODORE G. i ' }TO}.;BSON

? '*z l\4.D,
T i : e o d o r e  G .  T h o n : p s o n ,  o f  C o o p e r s l . o . , y n ,  o p e r a t i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y  l n
t h o  f i e l d  o f  r e * ; 1  e s t a b e  a n d  s e n l o r  p a r t n e r  l n  t h e  T h o m p s o n -
h i cDgrmot  Company ,  wh lch  l s  engaged  1n  mere l :and ls i . ng ,  wa  s  bo r .n
a . t  ne r r l ne ,  Lake ,  Jacks .cn  coun ty ,  M lnneso ta ,  l n  Oc tobe r ,  IBZ? ,  a .
son  o f  Knu te  Thompson .  l i e  wus  the  e ldes t  o f  f ou r  ch l l d ren  and
was  bu t  f l ve  yes rs  o f  age  r , v i , en  b roug lL t  t o  Coope i " s town ,  w l :e re  he
pursued  h l s  educa t i on  i . r r  t he  puh1 lc  sc l i oo l s ,  a f te rwarc l  con t l n r - r1ng
h ls  b tud les  l n  t he  Un j - ve rs i t y  o f  No r th  Ds i co ta .  rn  ]Bg?  he  opened
a  Senera l  s to re  l n  t r l n ley ,  where  he  re rna lned  un t l l  1903 ,  when  he
d l s p o s e d  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  l n  t h a t  p l a c e  a n d  e n t e r e d  b u s l n e s s  c l r c l e s
1 n  C o o p e r s f  o , r n  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  l , r i t h  h l s  b r o t h e r ,  T .  & .  T h o m p s o n ,
who  la te r '  "book  up  the  p ro fess lon  o f  ! , . aw  and  i s  now d l s t r l c t  j udgg
e  t  Ka  11spe111  i l l onXs* t  .  Tk re  b ro the r  s  conduc ted  the  t r  mer , ca "n t l l e
l n te resbs  u .nde r  the r  f l r , n r  s t y le  o f  t h0 r , rpson  B ro the rs  and  the
parbnersh lp  r , vas  ma ln te lned  un t l l "  1906 ,  when  T .  A .  Thon ipson  was
succeeded by J .  I i ,  I \ {cDernrot  and George K.  Hou6qhton under  the f l fm
s ty le  o f  t he  Thompson- l \ { cDermot  company .  t ' he i r  s to re ,  w l : l ch  wou ld'oe  a  c red t t  t o  a  c i t y  o f  n iuch  l a rge r  s lu  e  t l r an  coopers to , . i n ,  i s
a t  1 ,he  e  o rne r  o f  Bu r re l  and  l r l i . n th  s t roe t  s ,  i n  t he  cen te r  o i '  t L re
bus l -ness  d l s t r t c t  .  The  1 r '  bu l l d ing  t f  f  l f  t y  by  o r i e  hundred  fee t  o
T h * y , c ? r . r y  3  c o m p l e t e  a n d  w e l l  s e l e c t e d  l l r i e  b f  g e n o r a l  m e r c h a n d t s e ,
fo r  wh lch  they  f l nd  a  Fe r ' , f l y  sa re .  T 'hey  a re  mos t  ca r .e f \ . r l  t n  t he
p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  i n  t h e  l j . n r  o f i  g o o d s  c a r r " l e d  a n d  t n  l h e
S r o a t m e n t  a c c o r d e d  p a t r o n s  a n d  t h e l r  s t o c , k  d l s p l a y s  m a n y  o f  t h o
m o s t  a t t n a c t l v e  f e a t u r e s  o f f e r e d  b y  d o m e s t l c  a n d  f o r e l g n  m a r k e t s ,
I n  J a m r a r y ,  1 9 1 5 ,  l i l r .  T h o n r p s o n  j o i n e d  I i . S . H a l v e r s o n ,  H . P . H a m m e r ,
and  G .E t r  Condy  l n  o rgan lz lng  bhe  Thonrpson-Ha lve rson  Land  Company
a n d  t o  t h e  c o n d u c L  o f  t ; h e l r  r e a L  e s t a t e  b u s l n e s s  l n l r .  T h r o m p s o n  t s
n o w  l a r g e l y  d e v o t l n g  h l s  b l n o  a n d  e n e r g l e s ,  L i a n d l l n g  a n  e x t e n e l v e
amoun t  o f  l and  be long tng  to  the  company  and  to  l t s  i nd l v ldua l
m e m b o l ' s '  T h l s  c o m p a n y  h a s  b e e n  l n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  b r l n g l n g  l n  m a n y
ne , r ' l  s& t t l e rs  and  l oca t l ng  the rn  under  favo rab re  cond l t J -ons  r
Pe rsona l l y  Mr .  T 'hompson  ha  s  ba luah le  fa rm hok i ' l ngs  w i r l ch  a re
o p e r a t e d  b y  r o n t e r s .  H e  l s  a l s o  b h e  v i c e  p r , o s i d e n t  o f  t h e
$ut ton l \ ' ie rcant l l -e  Compa ny o l '  ; iu t ton,  l lor th  Dakota.

0n  Lhe  6 th  o f  June ,  1906 ,  l i l r .  Thompson  was  mar r l ed  Lo  M lss  He lga
iU .  F lammer ,  a  daugh te r  o f  H .  P ,  Hammer ,  a  l ead lng  bus lness  man  o f
C o o p e r s t o w n ,  m e n t l o n e d  e l s e w h e r e  l n  t h l s  w o r k .  f ' h e l r  c h l l d r e n  a r o
Kenneth } Iov, rard,  I r lary  I {e len,  and Slearrorr

l r y .  Thompson  t s  a  p rominen t  Mason ,  be long lng  to  the  b lue  1odge ,
t h e  $ c o t t l s h  ] - r l t e  a n d  t h o  M y s b i c  s h r . l n e ,  a n d  h e  l s  a  t r u s t b e - o i
t he  Nor tho rn  L lgL i t  l i l a  son i c  Temp lo  Assoc la t ton  wh lch  1s  e rec t l ng
ln  Coopers town .  a  tL : l r t y - f l ve  thousand  do l l a r  bu l l d tng  fo r  I ' i ason lc
uses  exc lus i ve l y .  He  l s  a l so  a  member  o f  l i he  sons  o f  No : :way  and
h e  p o s s e s s e s  m a n y  o f  t h e  s t e r l l n g  t r . a l t s  f o r  w h l c h  t h e  c l t l z e n e
who have come f rom the land of  bhe mldntght  sun s i re  just ly  famous.
D l l l gence  and  de te rm lna t l o r r  a re  accoun ted  among  h l s  sa l te ;1 t
cha rac te r l s t l cs  and  have  onhb led  h im  to  acco rnp l l sh  h t s  pu rposes ,
wh leb  havo  eve r  L :ad  the l r  roo t  l n  l audab le  amb l t l on  tha t  has  be6n
a  spu r  t o  honorab le  endeavor ,
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l { r .  O. E. Thorn was born July 51, 1855, oi l  a faru 1n Wlsconsln c lose

to A::nherst. He lLved there untl l 18?9 when he marrled. ff iartha Tronson.
They d.ecld.ed. to nnake theln home ln North Dakota because they had. heard
how easy lt was to get lanci and get started" farmlng ln North Dakota.
So he anit hls brother, Alex Thorn, and baby started. for North Dakota ln
S cot'ered. wagon'. fhey had a team of horses and. a few supplles. After
\few weeks of hardshlps they arrlved ln Barnes County and. settled. on'-a-farm slx n1les north of Valley C1ty. There were aLread.y so meny people
thdre that he could not get nore than a quarten sectlon oi lancl, inb fr-e
wasnrt  sat lsf led wl th that  so he sold.  out  af ter  he had stayei l  there two
yearg .

He lmd heard. about the rallroacl l lne that was comlng up thls w&yr
so he ruoved. on the farui one nr1le west of Jessle whefe he ls now. He- footthe homestead. and. bought 1280 acres of lancl. paylng fnonr $t.So to $Ao an
acre for  l t .  A l l t t le af ter  the ral l road. was conpleted.,  the land. was
worth, \rery mueh nore. Befoine the rallroad was completed, he had to
haul  h ls graln to ValLey Clty and. also get hls suppJ. les there.  These
tr lps took up very much of  thelr  t lne because the:r  took three or four
days a trlp. They had" I1tt1e graln and what they i[td. have wasnrt wor.th
very much.

Sonae of  h1s--nelghbors were--Wrn. Mc0u1loh, Frank Phel fer ,  Mae Nertrosf , ,
Trond. Rogney, Eldef 01son, James Bothwell, and. Detw&ller, bilt thelr farms
were very far  apart  so they had. l l t i le to d"o wl th each other.

I {e had. two horses, stx oxen, but they seld.om used the oxen becauee- ' they 
were so s low. They had very l l t t le machlnery and. thelr  b lnder rvas

one that would not t le autonatlcally, so one Ean hacl to ste.nd. on the sld.e
and ntlnd. wlre around. the graln as lt was cut.

Mr.  o.  s.  Thorn 1s stL11 l lv lng but hls wl fe d1ed. last  summer.



Fobart Irvtng thorne

ByO.D.Pur ln tonrClerk and l l lc tor lan of  01d Sct t lere lasoc lat ion.

Robert Irvlng Thorne, gon of $rl.and Xrs 01e E. fhorne . rao born la 1,881

ln Barnog Co. il. Dak and caua to Grbggs County tn 1882.

Hc wae narrled Dec.38r1904 to laira Annie Grovcn

Thornae Edwin Thorne

Shomas Edrin Thorne, eon of LIr .anC !drg.0l .e $.Thornerf iats bora ln

lnhuret l leconsln l lay 3rd 18?9. Hc cane to Grlggo County r l th hie parente

ln 1882 and l lvod thcrc wlth htE parentcon the honeetoad unt l l  nanhood.
. -Hc--nae-naruled

IIc was narrlod l{arch 13 1901 to il lgs Nellle La^a,tvodt.

Hia horro 1g ln Pi lot  l lound townehip.



, Blography of OLe Snute Thune
I -George llagberg

The name of the ploneerr s parents sere Hr. and. &Ire. Knute fhune.
The ploneerr s fulI na.ute wae OLe knute Bhune. Se was bonn Sovember, 184b.
He was born 1n Norway.

He cene to thls country beeause he wlshecl to see A.Eenlca and. thought

"'E6 
could. make a better llvlirg. He came to N. Dak. beeause he eould.-get a free honestead.. He cane on a shlp across the Atlanttc ocean to

I{[ew York, then by traln and. east by oxen to hle home. He csJne to ]i.
Dak. Aprll 19, 18?4.

SI. Ds}. was then a wlLd country. IIe flLed. on a honesteacl on sectlon
!-!, townehlp L47, re.nge 61. H1s flrst bulld.lng was a frane houge.
H1e provlslone were hauled fron Sanborn by oxen.

H1s neareet n-elghbor was A. B. I{ass rlght acnose the road., another
wae fhonveL D*!4 about L9 nl1es northweet. 

-Hle 
early naohlnerj' con-

sleted. of a waLklng plow and dr1ll and. oxen for farn power. II; raleed
wheat and oats but-the gpphere got most sf lt. It oniy,.averaged about
1 bueheL to the aere.

Fo:r fueL he hauled. logs fron Lake Jeesle. Ehey hact many sever6
bllzzard.s and. pralrle flree.

He was marrled. to Caruy Schotable at Sanborn on Oatober lZ, Lgg?.
The d.eecend.ants 9I trhe*ploneer are Knute fhune, Mrs. 01e fnut;; i, ffrs.
tr ou1e Trelstacl all of Blnfond, and. Mrs. Melby 6r utnot

Mr. Thune d1ed. Slaroh 1?, L9O4 at hle home 5 nlles southweet of
Blnford-. Se ls burled. 1n the Lutheran cemetery $ m11e west of Blnford.,
il. Dak.



FIOIITNR. BICSF.APT]Y
Ole 7rr"r"te ?hrrne

T h e  n a ' l e  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r t s  p a r e n t s  w e r e  " r .  a n d  ' " : : s .  ' r l r t i  - h r r n e .
The p i "cneerrs  fu1 l  n f f ' re  was 11e Ynr , r te  T i : : rne.  t le  was bcrn ' i icve" . rbe: i

-1-8 45 . , l ie $ra.. bof:r in l lOrrrVn.l; .
!e  ca 'ne to  th ls  countr l r  be: l i i ' . . r -se he i . i ishe: l  tc  see Amer ica prr , '

thot - rg i r t  he corr l -d  nake a bet ter  l tv ing.  I {e  aa. ' ie  te  l : ' .  DF'n- ,  
'beear lss 

t : , :
eou f  , J  , ,  e t  F  f ree  ho ' : es tee r l .  F te  ea ' , re  cn  a  s l ro  ac rcss  the  A t l -an t i c
Ocean t^  1:e1{  l 'c r t r ,  then b1r  t ra in  r in i l  eas j  : jJ '  o-  en to  h i  s  ho"ne.  ' : ' : t :

ca :ne  t c  f ; a r r .  Ap r i . : l  lP  ,  lV74  .
) : c r th  i a ] ro tn  was  then  a  r r y i1C  g  - r rn l1y .  l r e  f i l eC  c r r ,  e  ho ' l es te . i . i

o- '  sect ior ,  14,  towns. l j  r - :  7- t?  renr , -e  a l  .  ?-T i  g  f  i re t  br r i l -d i . -ng:  $ 'a  -  i  * ra ' te
ho r : se .  ! l i -  s  n rov i  - , r  ?n -q  were  ha r r l e {  f ro * r  oanborn  b1 r  o3e ' . . l t i  s  r ree res t
n e i s h b o r  w i s . ! - .
n a h l  a b r r l {  l . :  " l ' i 1 C I s  l g a f h r s e s t .  ' - T j  s  e f i r 1 . r  n a c l i n e r l r  c o l s i s t e , L  c f  a
val r ' ing p lo i r  ar ' , .d"  Cr i  11 anr i  oxen 'or  f : r r r  Do ' ' .ver .  I re  ra i  sed w, '  , . ' : , t  and
o a t s  b ' ; t  t h e  e o p h e r -  ? o t  ' " o s t  o f  i  t .  I t  o n " l v  e v e r a - e d  a b c . : l t  1  b r r q * e l
t o  t h e  a c r e .

FOr  f r , t , e '  l  e  ha ' r l  e  r !  ' n? "  f f  .O - r t  L8 " -€  Jess i .e
T h e l r  r : a d  - r a r \ /  c e v e r ' :  b l L z z a r d s  e n J  p r e l - r i e  f i r e s .' ' : g  1 n r 3 s  " r a r r i e J  t o  C a r r "  S c r o t a b l e  a t  q e n i ) , t r n  o n  l e t : t ; e r  7 - 2 ,  l - 8 U 7 .

T h e  c e s c e n ' i e n t s  o f  t h e  l ; , i o n e e r  n r e  7 n ' r t e  T h r r n e r ' r r s .  1 1  e  t ' n . , r t . s c n ,  " ' r s .
Lo r - r1s  T re l  s ta r i  ,  a l l  o f  l i - n f  o rd ,  and .  " " r s .  l r aJ -h ) r r ' o f  l . { i ' , o t .' " r .  T h t r n e  C i e d ^  " a r e h  1 - ,  1 g Q l  a t  h i s  h r " ' r e  3 .  r i l e s  s o r r t v e s t  c f
t s i n f C r , ' i - .  ' r e  i s : ' t r i e d .  i n  i n e  T , , : t j ; h e r a n  C e ' n e t e r : t r  - : ' 1 1 1 e  w e s t  O f  r l i n f C r d ,
l ' l o r th  Da  t r c ta . .

- - f ! o n r . - o  i r ^  - -  h , a ? -v  u  v 9 L -
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