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T i : e o d o r e  G .  T h o n : p s o n ,  o f  C o o p e r s l . o . , y n ,  o p e r a t i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y  l n
t h o  f i e l d  o f  r e * ; 1  e s t a b e  a n d  s e n l o r  p a r t n e r  l n  t h e  T h o m p s o n -
h i cDgrmot  Company ,  wh lch  l s  engaged  1n  mere l :and ls i . ng ,  wa  s  bo r .n
a . t  ne r r l ne ,  Lake ,  Jacks .cn  coun ty ,  M lnneso ta ,  l n  Oc tobe r ,  IBZ? ,  a .
son  o f  Knu te  Thompson .  l i e  wus  the  e ldes t  o f  f ou r  ch l l d ren  and
was  bu t  f l ve  yes rs  o f  age  r , v i , en  b roug lL t  t o  Coope i " s town ,  w l :e re  he
pursued  h l s  educa t i on  i . r r  t he  puh1 lc  sc l i oo l s ,  a f te rwarc l  con t l n r - r1ng
h ls  b tud les  l n  t he  Un j - ve rs i t y  o f  No r th  Ds i co ta .  rn  ]Bg?  he  opened
a  Senera l  s to re  l n  t r l n ley ,  where  he  re rna lned  un t l l  1903 ,  when  he
d l s p o s e d  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  l n  t h a t  p l a c e  a n d  e n t e r e d  b u s l n e s s  c l r c l e s
1 n  C o o p e r s f  o , r n  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  l , r i t h  h l s  b r o t h e r ,  T .  & .  T h o m p s o n ,
who  la te r '  "book  up  the  p ro fess lon  o f  ! , . aw  and  i s  now d l s t r l c t  j udgg
e  t  Ka  11spe111  i l l onXs* t  .  Tk re  b ro the r  s  conduc ted  the  t r  mer , ca "n t l l e
l n te resbs  u .nde r  the r  f l r , n r  s t y le  o f  t h0 r , rpson  B ro the rs  and  the
parbnersh lp  r , vas  ma ln te lned  un t l l "  1906 ,  when  T .  A .  Thon ipson  was
succeeded by J .  I i ,  I \ {cDernrot  and George K.  Hou6qhton under  the f l fm
s ty le  o f  t he  Thompson- l \ { cDermot  company .  t ' he i r  s to re ,  w l : l ch  wou ld'oe  a  c red t t  t o  a  c i t y  o f  n iuch  l a rge r  s lu  e  t l r an  coopers to , . i n ,  i s
a t  1 ,he  e  o rne r  o f  Bu r re l  and  l r l i . n th  s t roe t  s ,  i n  t he  cen te r  o i '  t L re
bus l -ness  d l s t r t c t  .  The  1 r '  bu l l d ing  t f  f  l f  t y  by  o r i e  hundred  fee t  o
T h * y , c ? r . r y  3  c o m p l e t e  a n d  w e l l  s e l e c t e d  l l r i e  b f  g e n o r a l  m e r c h a n d t s e ,
fo r  wh lch  they  f l nd  a  Fe r ' , f l y  sa re .  T 'hey  a re  mos t  ca r .e f \ . r l  t n  t he
p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  i n  t h e  l j . n r  o f i  g o o d s  c a r r " l e d  a n d  t n  l h e
S r o a t m e n t  a c c o r d e d  p a t r o n s  a n d  t h e l r  s t o c , k  d l s p l a y s  m a n y  o f  t h o
m o s t  a t t n a c t l v e  f e a t u r e s  o f f e r e d  b y  d o m e s t l c  a n d  f o r e l g n  m a r k e t s ,
I n  J a m r a r y ,  1 9 1 5 ,  l i l r .  T h o n r p s o n  j o i n e d  I i . S . H a l v e r s o n ,  H . P . H a m m e r ,
and  G .E t r  Condy  l n  o rgan lz lng  bhe  Thonrpson-Ha lve rson  Land  Company
a n d  t o  t h e  c o n d u c L  o f  t ; h e l r  r e a L  e s t a t e  b u s l n e s s  l n l r .  T h r o m p s o n  t s
n o w  l a r g e l y  d e v o t l n g  h l s  b l n o  a n d  e n e r g l e s ,  L i a n d l l n g  a n  e x t e n e l v e
amoun t  o f  l and  be long tng  to  the  company  and  to  l t s  i nd l v ldua l
m e m b o l ' s '  T h l s  c o m p a n y  h a s  b e e n  l n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  b r l n g l n g  l n  m a n y
ne , r ' l  s& t t l e rs  and  l oca t l ng  the rn  under  favo rab re  cond l t J -ons  r
Pe rsona l l y  Mr .  T 'hompson  ha  s  ba luah le  fa rm hok i ' l ngs  w i r l ch  a re
o p e r a t e d  b y  r o n t e r s .  H e  l s  a l s o  b h e  v i c e  p r , o s i d e n t  o f  t h e
$ut ton l \ ' ie rcant l l -e  Compa ny o l '  ; iu t ton,  l lor th  Dakota.

0n  Lhe  6 th  o f  June ,  1906 ,  l i l r .  Thompson  was  mar r l ed  Lo  M lss  He lga
iU .  F lammer ,  a  daugh te r  o f  H .  P ,  Hammer ,  a  l ead lng  bus lness  man  o f
C o o p e r s t o w n ,  m e n t l o n e d  e l s e w h e r e  l n  t h l s  w o r k .  f ' h e l r  c h l l d r e n  a r o
Kenneth } Iov, rard,  I r lary  I {e len,  and Slearrorr

l r y .  Thompson  t s  a  p rominen t  Mason ,  be long lng  to  the  b lue  1odge ,
t h e  $ c o t t l s h  ] - r l t e  a n d  t h o  M y s b i c  s h r . l n e ,  a n d  h e  l s  a  t r u s t b e - o i
t he  Nor tho rn  L lgL i t  l i l a  son i c  Temp lo  Assoc la t ton  wh lch  1s  e rec t l ng
ln  Coopers town .  a  tL : l r t y - f l ve  thousand  do l l a r  bu l l d tng  fo r  I ' i ason lc
uses  exc lus i ve l y .  He  l s  a l so  a  member  o f  l i he  sons  o f  No : :way  and
h e  p o s s e s s e s  m a n y  o f  t h e  s t e r l l n g  t r . a l t s  f o r  w h l c h  t h e  c l t l z e n e
who have come f rom the land of  bhe mldntght  sun s i re  just ly  famous.
D l l l gence  and  de te rm lna t l o r r  a re  accoun ted  among  h l s  sa l te ;1 t
cha rac te r l s t l cs  and  have  onhb led  h im  to  acco rnp l l sh  h t s  pu rposes ,
wh leb  havo  eve r  L :ad  the l r  roo t  l n  l audab le  amb l t l on  tha t  has  be6n
a  spu r  t o  honorab le  endeavor ,


