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FIRBT WHITE CHTLD BORN in GRIGGS GOUNTY

In the spring of I880 Mr. And Mrs, John Torfin of Osage,Iowa,

in company with Mrs., Torfin's patents,Mr.and Mrs,0le Olson Bjormson,
started from Winnesheik County,Ilowa,for Dakota Territory,Bringing their
few possessions in a covered wagon., I

In July they arrived es-Maywill: in the Mayville vicinity.From
there they drove on towards the_Sheyenne Valley,where they stopped at

£

the home of Omund Nelson Opheims',(Pioneer Nelson) ,who had been one

of their neighbors in\Iowa,and had settled in present Griggs County in

=7 K

1798,
g

The Torfins "shatted " on land on the Ne} of section 26, Tp. I46,
R. B8 W, in present Washburn Tovmship and built a log cahin,9 by I4 ft.
It was in this cahin on September 11,1880, that a daughter was born to
John and Hannah Torfin, As there were no doctors or nurses in those
days, the child's grandmother,Mrs,0le Olson Bjornstad,officiated as
both dector and nurse on this occasion, The child was baptized|Anna
lMathildajm by Rev,I.Lundeby,a traveling Norweglian preacher.

The John Torfin family lived on the homestead in Washburn Tovwne-
ship for a number of years.Later,they moved to Rosseau,Minnesota, ;
again,after a few years,they removed to present Romness Township in
Griggs County,where they lived with Mrs,Torfin's parents, After the =
death of Anna Mathilda's grandfather,the family moved to Aneta,North
Dakota,

Anna Mathilda Torfin had two sisters,6aamm- Clara and Belle,
and two brothers, Edwin and Albert, Edwin resides at MeVille,North
Dakota ,and Albert at New Rockford,N.Dakota. Her sisters are dead.
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Anné Mathilda Torfin was married May 6,I900 to Olaf M,Sloulin,

a pharmacist by Rgv. Thayer at Aneta,N.Dakota. To this union were
born Effie(Sloulin) Volkman,Fessenden,N.Dakota;Hazel(Sloulin)
Otterson,Cooperstown,N.Dakéta; Mildred (Sloulin) Syverﬁson,
Rochester,Minnesota; and Milton Sloulin,Aneta,N,Daskota,

The parents and grandparents of Mrs, Anna Mathilda Torfin-
Sloulin are Norwegian.

Anna Mathilda Torfin-Sloulin's husband died in I930; her
father in 1932 and her mother in I935.

¥rs, O.M.Sloulin (Anna Mathilda Torfin) is living at Aneta,
North Dakota.

- — - o 0 0 e — O - Me S M T e G - -

EARLY GRIGGS COUNTY CHILDREN
The first child born in Griggs Counﬁy is Anna Mathilda(Torfin)
Sloulin, Aneta ,N.Dakota. She was born September II,I880. The second
child born in Griggs County(October 4,I880) is Katherine Opheinm
(Mrs, Gilbert Anderson,linneapolis,iMinn. The third child, Anton
Olson was born January 3I1,188I,and the fourth child,Elmer
Mathieson,was born May 17,I88I, The two girks were born'in present

Washburn Township and the two boys in present Romness Townshipe.
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S Blography of Hendrick Tufte
! . --Florence Magnuson

The names of the parsnts of the ploneer were Ole Tufte and
Josephine Tufte. The nsme of the pioneer was Hendrick Tufte.

He was born in Norway in 1843. The exact date is not known. He
eft his 0ld home to see if he could mske a better home. He came to
*~th Dakota because it was better 1land to raise crops ont. It took

shree months on the trip from his old home to North Dekota. He came
to North Dakota slxty two years ago.

At first when he came here it seemed funny because there were
larger fields here and there Was more mechinery towards what it was
there. He took up land in 18%3 in township 148 and range 61.

The first home built was s frame building. Sometimes when he went
to stay in town for g day and sometimes more.

The near neighbors were Sven Bjornson, Anton Falley, Andrew Ramsey.
The early farm machinery wes the drill, disc, plow, harrow, binder,
and three teams.

The early crops rasised was flax, oats, wheat, and barley. The
fuel of early days was coal and wood and was gotten in town. He has
gone through many hardships. Sometimes he was caught in gsnow storms
and was nearly frozen to death.

He was married to Olea Olson in 1885.

The descendants of the ploneer are Annie Magnuson, McHenry, N. Dak.,
Emma Storkson, McHenry, N. Dak., Tillie Storkson, McHenry, N. Dak. ,

Henry Tufte who passed away, Ole Tufte, Mose, N. Dek., John Tufte,
McHenry, N. Dak.

The present home of the ploneer is 24 miles from Mose, N. Dek.
where his wife and 1 son reside. He died the 16th of June, 1925, and

Was buried the 17th of June, 1925, at the Zion church 25 miles north
of Hiose.

The descendants of the pioneer are lMabel Magnuson, Ids Magnuson,
Florence lMagnuson, Hazel Magnuson, Harold Storkson, Arthur Storkson,
Edna Storkson, Olga Storkson, Harry Storkson, snd Helmer Tufte.
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PIONEZR BIOGRAPHY
Hendrick Tufte

The names of the parents of the pioneer were Ole Tufte and
Josephine Tufte. The name of the ploneer was Hendrick Tufte.

He was born in Norway in 1843. The exact date is not known. Fe
left his old home to see if he could make a better home. He came to
North Dakota because it was better land to raise crops on. It took
three months on the trip from his old home to North Dakota. EHe came
to North Dakota sixty two vears ago.

At firet when he came here it seemed funny becanse there were
larger fields here and there was more machinery towards what it was
there. He took up land in 1873 in township 148 and range 81.

The first home built was & frame building. ;

Sometimes when he went to town it was such awful snow storms so
thet he had to stay in town for a day and sometimes more.

The near neighbors were Sven Bjornson, Anton Falley, Andrew
Ramsey. The earlvy farm machinery was the drill, disec, plow, harrow,
binder, and three teams. ’

The earlvy crons raised was flax, oats, wheat, and barlev.

The fuel of ‘early days was coal and wood and was gotten in town.
He hae gone through many hardships. Sometimes he was caught in snow
storme and was nearly frozen to death. :

He was married to Qlea Olson in 1855,

The descendants of the pioneer are Annie Magnuson, McHenry, N. Dak .,

Emma Storkson, McHenry, N¥. Dak., Tillie Storkson, YcHenry, N. Dak.,
Fenry Tufte passed away, Ole Tufte, Mose, N. Dak., John Tufte, McHenry,
N. Dak. ‘ :

The present home of the pioneer is 2z miles from Yose, N. Dar.
where his wife and one son reside. Te died the 18th of June 1925 and
was buried the 17th of June 1925 at the Zion church 2% miles north
of Mose.

The descendants of the pioneer are Mabel Magnuson, Ida Magnuson,
Florence Magnuson, Hazel Magnuson, Harold Storkson, Arthur Storkson,
Edna Storkson, 0Olga Storkson, Harry Storkson, Helmer Tufte.

--Florence Magnuson
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4ﬂ?h& n&a&& ef the yarants af thﬁ.ﬁxéghér were Ol Tai;& and Jaseghiaa j;”;

fte. The name of the ploneer was Hendrick Tufte.

THe was ‘born in Norway in 1843, The exact date ie nct'knawﬂw He 1tft

his old home to see if he could mske a better home, He csme to North
%§D%k ta becnuse it was better land to raise ‘orope on. It took three

,m»ﬂﬂﬂ he on the trip from hig old home ta North Bakﬁta. “ﬁa came %o .
orth Dakota sixty two years ago.

7 At first when he oume here it ﬁaeméa funny - heaause there were larger

R
=

;Laiﬂs here and there was more machinery towards what it was thete. j-~4'7

“He took up land in 1873 in township 148 and xan&a 61.
The f{rat home built wee & froce building.

~Joumst

he had to stay in town for = day and sometises more.

4 The near neighbors were fiven Bjornsom, Anton Falley, Andrew ﬁams&x."

The early farm mschinery was the &rill, disc, plow, hurrow, binder,

‘753& threc teanms. i :
The early c¢rops raised was flax, osta, wheat, and barlcy. g
The fiel of early days was coal and wood and was gotten in town.

- Hé has gone through meny hardehipa. snnatshgs ‘he wagn. aaught in nnow ¥

sterms and was nearly frozen ‘to death, .
1aﬁa was married to Olea Olson in 1885.

Wes when he went'ito town it wase such awful suow &tarﬁs 80 that

The descendants of the pioneer are Annie &agnpagn, 3¢ﬂﬂnxy' ¥ aaknyzj1'

Bama Storkeon, McHenry, . Dsk., Tillie Storkson, McHenry, W, Dak.,
Henry Tufte who passed away, Ole Tufte, Meaa, N Dak, » John. !uttt,
eﬂcnxy, K. Dak. .

he present home of the pioneer ie 24 Wles Trom nu.a, u. Euk. wherd._;‘f,:7

~his' wife snd 1 son reside, He died the 18th of J 1825 and was -
buried the 17th of June, 1985 at the Zion church niles north of
08e. -

The descendants ef the glunﬁer are Mabel ¥agnuson, Ida Hasnnaau.
Florence Magnuson, Haze

idns- Storkson, Olga Storkeon, Harry. Btﬁrklan, ﬂl&u&r Tuttu.,-

. ==Florenge auﬁnunan‘
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Biography 6f William Tweed, Pioneer
~--Doneld Tweed

The pioneers names were lr. and Mrs. Tollef Tweed. The name of the
pioneer was Mr. William Tweed. They were born in Bergen, Norway..

They came to Madison, Wisconsin first, and they lived there six
months before they came to Belgrade, Minnesota. They came to North
Dakota because they thought they would do better here. They came to
- ~th Dakota in 1885 in the spring. The times were very hard. They
v ald have to go around Mayville and work. They were on the point of
moving away when they had a very good crop after two bad years crop.

They wére homesteaders. They lived between Binford and Jessie. The
nearest town at the time was Cooperstown. The neighbors were Eric Watne,
MeCullough, and Ole Thorne. o ey

Their first team was oxen. Anytime they wanted to have feul, they
would go to Sheyenne Valley for it which was about 15 miles. They had
to dry it in the oven first. Some years they had gcod crops and some
years they had bad crops. Grain was worth about 40¢ & bushel.

There were also many snowstorms which would cover buildings, and the
teachere and school children would have to sleep in schoolhouses.

The descendants of the pioneers are:

(4 children) Louis B. Tweed, lives near Pekin, N. D.

(3 children) Joseph Tweed, lives near Pekin, N. D.

(3 children) Carl O. Tweed, lives at or near Crosby, N. D.
Alfred Tweed, lives near Glenfield

(1 child) Oscar Tweed, lives near Jessie
Maynard Tweed, lives at Minneapolis, lMinnesota
Bertha Tweed, lives at Crosby, N. D.
Dineh Tweed, lives at Miami, Florida
Toralpn Tweed, lives at Finley, N. &y

(4 children) W. G. Tweed, livee at Cooperstown, N. D

The present Home of pioncer is at Binford, North Dakota.






L emp mt. 'Phov wal" 4 until they mg,w a 1ight ahead
and knew 1t to e the courthousse. If thay

min't reachel the F
wwthoaw, they muld have g,otton loct mtirely ak thers weren't
:uny living ;umteru_ around. Mr,. :hued g0t a free room and his
bel was in the oell.- In the momi?xg he went up town %o look _
ar‘oﬁnd. Thare ﬁaa Bo much snow the ¢lerks in the wtore didn't
dare go homs andhad staved over night in thelr placis of businees. ‘

The next day 7"rick Watne vame arter hin with horse tean. :
Wr. Tried staysd with u;e,{ Tatne a fow months, in the meantime
docating land for htwulf..

In April, 183? lx. Twead wuﬂ back to Minnesota %o get hie w ue
anl f»..m Umudren. ’Phoy arrived in Cooperstown April 12. "he
same vear Mr, Twaed hullt hts shanty 14' by 14, the fawily 72 W
staying at ¥atn:'s unt1l the shanty was ‘fin_‘ishm. 58

Some of the pionoer's nsikghbo *8 were: Ole Thowne, Will
MeCullough, Gubeft Olson, '_(’ocneratom,‘ Ol»e(_ ¥. Olson,,‘ Gri ge

b
eounty, J_ohx»’ u..t 1, Ols Roevig, Mw,

,; Tron Rogne, and
others.

lN:eir woocl was hu.ulei from the Sheyenne river eight miles
east Zrow their homestead. sk e

In 1888 Wele P. Welson aud Me, T™weed went after a load of

f:%md. Four hoeses pullal the heavy load. "he wa on tipped thro‘ev

; times. A snowstoem Came up and they loot the road and had to

unloud the wood. They continusd on, dfgging in the snow \tr;’!ng.
to finfi the road. They thought sure the wind was f rom the .outh
and thelr homutaud wan &outh, 50 tmy want agalnest the wind and
soon reashed Wr. Tweed's new breaking. It was entirely dark, but



y found their homs.

The same yeur 1870 We., Tweed broke up ‘uwantwaive Ul res
and seedsi 1t into wheat. It was a ta&r ¢rop and ylelded trenty-
five bushels %0 the aCre. He also rented a plece of land from

o

gbt cume and 1roge

Urs. Thoreson, which hs seeded in. A heavy £
it all. _ :

Wach vear NMr, Tweed broks up mote land and the prop,sﬁgm
falr with the excention of u few years, In 1889 he bought &
quarter of railro d land, He _‘-‘.-a.d one hundred ucwes seeded und
for those one hundred at res he received s1xty bushels. John }

Oie wae the agent {a» this land and 1t was agreed that halfl of
the ¢ rop's ratqm"“waav %o go 1:6 pay for the lap:d__, mz winter

e, Tweed had thirty b

Jushils of wheat %o live on. ‘
In 1891 Me. 'f‘naeci planned to move away. Four ao!gh‘bors,
with & tean of horee. and a wagon, went together to Winn. to
ook for land: Gilbert Olson, Weik ‘W_at;\o:,‘ ‘Gill.’ber‘t Gilbertson,
ani Mr. ™eed. Ou the othsr side of Red Reavel, Winn. the land
was low and very BWaii DY o Their team sunk ”do‘wp 'a,;z_dj *_tl_z_c ;wagdn
box had %o be taken off before they ¢ould yet the wagon out,
They continued on their jourmey asking for land and the yrﬂ-a oi
land. Farther mt in the WOde near 'Phh*‘hm govm, Einn., .
f«,fgtbore Ware s0 mmy Mo m:!.toa and 1 103, ’eim uon Coudd hardly opm'
thelr mouthe for fear of getting full of them. :

They haaded for Jens Anderaan, a naiahbor of t:ha!.r'a who 4
used to livo amtmd Griggﬁ eounty. : ‘!Q.!Q; _}@ﬂ,ﬁﬁ the land was Ewa : _‘
and wet. After :zmmg $he tracks with z;mgh ete. they aerivé’a‘éﬁ_

ﬁowr m.

& s B S T ""’Y TR

at hiu plac e and sta.ycd

:g&_

Passing thraugh ?aﬂno, Minn. tf:ev faund Out mt most of

- WAL . " 2k



Lt g : iy : :
the r”: had woved awav. Here was nothing but mosquitos
anl swamps. They decided Nakota was the best place to live
and turneil back %0 live in Dakota for good,

Around 1300 a c:..‘yclono‘ visited the territory and de troyed
many buil 1ings. Me. Tweed, his wh, and a hired man weres in ‘
the barn at the tim it cume, The hired man had just peeked out
the door when 1t took the door and roof of the barn, the man .‘
along with i¢. It lunded'about wAmty rods f»om the bam. MUr,
Tyeed and his son went up.talrs of the barn und noﬂced the roof
gone., It ww&ike « hulletorm, the rain was coming down w0 heavye
The hired man came back soaked and ¢old. The outside ptai'mw : "

in
of the house hwd been taken anl was lying around the air.

ddren wore born to Me. and Mes. Tweed. In 1933

they moved from the furm to B'nford where Me. Tweed now recides,



