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ot Blography of Rasmus K. Valentine
June, /1928 . --Inga Valentine

Rasmus K. Velentine wae born September 2, 1878 at Svenborg, Denmark.
His childhood days were spent on his father's home, together with his
three brothers and three sisters. He gained his education in a country
school house where the rod was the mester of learning. After he was
confirmed, he was sent out to work in the neighborhood, to earn his own
11V1ng' :

3 At the age of twenty he set saell for America. Like many others,
hie chief interest was to see the world and lured by fascinating stories
of the'get rich quick country." He crossed the Atlantlic Ocean on the
St. Psul steamer. The weather being falrly good, the trip lasted
fourteen days.

He arrived at his destination at Amboy, Minnesota, a stranger. He:
chose this place as his brother, Andrea, who had already been here for
seven years, was working near here. Here Rasmus recelved a Job on a
farm. The operating of a farm here was carried on somewhat different
from what it is in Denmark, and the hardships he encountered were many.

First was speech. Norwegian and Dane may sound quite a bit alike
to us now, but to one who had never heard 1t before, it was hard. Then
there were many people who spoke only English.

. During the first two years he was here, he went to town only twice
or 'so. The wages he received were about seventeen dollars a month and
during the winter months, he worked for his room end board.

Harvesting the crop in Denmark wes done by hand, while here they
used the earlier form of a binder.

Threshing operations were not of the modern means in Denmark. The
used a small machine that stood in a room in the granary occupyling very
little space while threshing., The machines here were of the larger type,
requiring several men to run it, Throughout the threshing season, which
lasted all f=ll and early winter, the men saw and felt many hardships,
And so on with the other farming operations,

On Sundays all the neighbors would go to church in a wegon drawn by
horses or mules, This was great style as the people never dreamed of self
propelling vehicles, :

After Rasmus hsd worked here for seven years, he and his brother
foiled for their home in Denmark for a three monthe vielt with relatives
and friends who were very anxious to hear the tales of this country.

He and his brother returned to America again atc working condltions
here were bettar. Two ycars later he went to Denmark agein where he was
united in marrisge to Mies Marie Nielson.

Together they came to lilnnesota where they settled on a rented farm
cix miles southesst of Amboy. Thres children were born to this union,
two boys and a girl.
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38, The Harold Vasfaret Femily

The Harold Vasferet family lived at Flaas, Norwey. Several relatives had gone
to the United States te make their homes, 8o, they, too, decided to leeve for the
new lend., After a long trip by boat end then by train, they arrived at Cooperstown,
lorth Dakotg, on July 1, 1890, Harold Vesfaret, the father, had some 3 deys earlier
because of an error on the trein tickets. lNrs., Vasferet and twe small boys, Gilbert
and Halgrim, had been sent first to Canton, Seuth Dakote.

Gilbert Auren, a brother-in-law of Harold Vesferet met them at Cooperstomm
with e lumber wagon. Zthey went to the Amund Gilbertson farm, vwhere Mr. Vasfaret
worked for twe years. lir, Vasfaret and lir, Gilbertson were brothers, the latter
having arrived in North Dekota in 1881, He had lived in Towe before coming to this
state, i ;

In 1892 the Vasfaret family moved to a farm, which would be a mile east of the
present site of the Bollkan school, This schoolhouse was at that time, near the
present site of Jarold Auren farm buildings on the west side of the road end south
of the house. The Bolkan School was named for the Ole Bolkan family whe hed been
living there since 1881, The schoolhouse wes moved in 1896, beceuse the Bridge
School hed been built thon and some of the pupils from the north side of the schocl
community ettended there,

In 1894 the Vasfarets moved to & plece near the bridge, where they lived in .

a two-story log house (Arne Luckesen's). They woved into their present house in
the fall of 1901,

Vasfaret, Harold and Mrs, Kari,
" daughter Christie married Hans Loge son of Swen & Serina Loge
son Harlowe married Constance Peterson
" childrens Fugene, Marjean
Peterson, Gustaf and Mrs. Sofia
" son William merried Cora Johnson daughter of Carl & Gunda Johnson
" deughter Constence Peterson merried Harlowe Loge
" children: Eugene, larjean

From YoCoeLs seraphook of Sverdrup Ne. 1
by Joyees Klubben, teacher



