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Rasmus K. Valentlne w&e born Septembe? 2t 1g?8 at $venboPgr Denmark-
H1e ehl ldhood d.aye were epent on h1s falherrs homer together wl th hlg
thnee brothere anA thnee slsters. I{e galned krle ed.ucatlon 1n a countny
school house whene the rod was the master of learnlng. After he n'ae
conflrnedl, he was sent out to work ln the nelgtrbor"hoodr to earn hts own
1lvlng,

At the age of twenty he set sall for Amenlca, Llke ms.ny others,
hls chlef  lnt6rest  was to eee the wonl i t  and lured by fasclnat lng stonlee
of thenget r lch qulck country. t r  He c{ossed the At lant lc Ocean on the
St. PauI steanen, The weath-er belng falrly good., the trlp lasted
founteen claye

I{e arrlved. at hle d.eetlnatlon at Amboy, Mlnnesota, a stranger' He
chose thle pLace as h1e brother,  Ani l rea,  who had. alneady_been hene for
seven year6,  was worklng near h.ere.  Hene Rasntrs recetved a Job-on a
fa.rm. 

- 
The operatlng of"a fanrn here wa.s canrled. on somewhat dlfferent

fnon what 1t- ls 1n Dennarkr and the har:tlshlps he encountereil wene m&ny-

Flrst was epeectr- Norweglan and Dale na-y sound. qulte a. blt al1ko
to ue now, but ib one who had.-never hearct lt before, it was hard. Then
there were many people who epoke only Engllsh.

Durlng the flnst two yeane he was here, he went to town
or 'Bo, Tha wagee he recelved were about seventeen dol lans a
d.urlng the wlnter monthg, he wonked for ht.e room and- boand".

Harvestlng the crop 1n Denmark wae d"one by hand' whlle hene they
used the ear l ler  fonra of  a blnder.

Threshlng operatlons were not of the modenn means ln Denmark. ftE
used a emalL machlne th.at etood. ln a noom ln the gra"nnry occll.p;rlng ver?y

l l t t l e  sp i? . ce  wh l l e  t h resh ing "  The  nnch l "nes  he re  t ' I e re  o f  t he  l a r$e r  t ype ,
reqrr l r lng serrera l  men to run l t .  Tb. r 'or r r "hot : t  the t .hreshlng sea.son. ,  vrh lch
lasteo a.11 fz l t  and ear i .y  ur l "n ter ,  the nen saw and"  fe l t : rna.n l l r  he: :c1shlns.
. tnc1 so on wl th  the c ther  f : r " l lng cperat lons.

On $r;ndr.l 's aLl the nelghbors vrorrld go to church ln a Yrgon drayn by_ ,
horses cr n,r . l les.  Thl-o was freat sty j -e as the people never d. : reamed of  sel f
p rope l l lng  veh lc les .

After Re"snue l:;C. v;or]r.ecl here for seven years, he and- hl-s brother
sl1leci  for  thelr  hcne !n Denrnark for  a three ncnths v ls1t  r : , " l th relat tve:
a;nd- f ' r lends v, ' l : .o lnere very anxi-ous tc hear the te. les of  th ls country.

l le and h.J-s by,other returned" to Srner lca agaln ae : ' rork lng condl t l -ons
here v ' ,ere better.  Tvro yccrrs la ier  he went to Denrnark agaln where i re wa!
uni ted ln inn.rr ' lo,ge to l l i lss ]Jar le Ni ;e lson.

't 'nconthr,r. th.ey came to Li, lnnesota y:!:ere they settl-ed- on a rentetl farn
t r v a v  v ' r v r

slx nt les southeai t  of  Amboy. Thres chl ld-ren' f i 'er :e bcrn tc i i : j -s unton,
twc  boys  and a  g l r l .

Blography of H,asuue K. VaLentl-ne
--Inga Valentlne
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t r Iarv ln A,r lo ld was born February f f ,  1910 on the Pete Peterson farrn.
l iere they l lr '_eci. a year and. then noved" to !h. g. K. Rue farn where Inga
Marlanne was-b9ft  on Jyly_5, l -911 and' :Nlels V€Ll3.enar Nordstron on $a! b,
L913. He ancl  h is_feml ly l lve* on the E. K. Rue ferrn for  about ntne feers.
In 1916 Rasmus and hls brother- ln- law, Slmon l l1e1son, went to North
Dakota to buy land.. At thls tl:ne there was a westward movement tCI North
Dakota where the land. was very fertl le and- so1d. cheap to lncrease settle-
ments ln North Dallata

fron George lTsrner of HoFe. Thls farm was knorryn as the o1d Brownts homb-
*-stead ln thc early d.ays; a place lqhere the ferners from the vrest stnnnad

on thelr  v. 'ay to Hope, the c losest town.

In the fal1 of 19LB he rno'red. vrlth h1s farnlly to North Dakcta where
the  c l lmer te  was.  be t te r r , to  lnprove h Is  hea l th .  l ie  l s  s t l lL  res ld" lng  on
thls farn, vrLth hls fan:-1;.









t3

berrr n*$ blrt.lt rtght {rribyr

!{f, ?idlgsnts flr$t rualhtntqp wne irorryht Ln fogirrsr&ta?'rn

!.n lr3,i{i. It a$nal.*utsil sf, a btrr*e r, SAfgn * Hepgeof, ir l*ugh,

*ul* u?ggkst. I{e lrrt frr fsrrst$Er} sI', ruE of w;rest thtu yser

r*ttr! was cn'lLt'Ely hi*tlgl o*t. In l,$$$ hlll sil)ll s.l*i f,rOxe

otlt. Th,l rroxt :rsitf si*r, d'ff t*nli. f iglsect pot){ rr51.

Il**tiig thqus y6ofn1 ldf,. V*n,on muws$ ltrly *urtt hrrrrt*r1 lt

to coo:)or- town, *  dtr* t i l t$rr  $f ,  {&l)sut  t i r i r teorr  u i l }ou,  for  { l$

t J n .

lf f. Virrrgon hdr* h+irrr $rrt [n uru,lry anow&tn s. lftury u ttno

it*s r;. i i : iol *1;. thg w*.r i  fror* f i l , ' i rorlot$wTr ts l l t i r ford, ar dtattmee

,*bgut thtrtemt int loEo ltr esvofe ul lot$r,t()nme wtrslr f t  w*u

ileg eaeu belo$.

In lSSL thgrt? wrr*t, iit i:ontl u fnjlr tlHt 1,1'c. Vun6;en tru,fuif t

sssclo.l  tn veqy &ur;h d*o to th* ptsstldlr,g t lqy you,ru,. }[s l)rrt

lr i  t i t l .r ty*gfv. l  al" f6s t*tr l  i lSt 1{J0,; brtt, l tr lLu of r,h6artr r}$rn* g.r.tro1

tui.t  i)St,*t0gs gut of 1"t" Aftef l , j1)tr thrl  t" l . .g' i l l r  wsrg l i fotty

fa,tr ujr to thg trouent gs+tis. 'L{c. ' ' r*rr$ff ir  kept oU buyLng nrlne

ianil ,r.ntJ! whort th,s i ] trf lJ t tnsi, Li*,]rs, he IOEt l . t  r*X.

$tug rhtLit 'con wo'.6 born to l fr.  rdri t  ?{f,$, " ' /rrtrgen" Airr l l  la}r

l"'JCI7, HfE, Vi.rlrgon ,Ilsil. If.r!. Velngeri theri l-tlft tlre f,*fryr iglr,l

fenta I t t  out tt} hte i :o}rr,r u*,* *tr ' i0l l  to l ] t t l i 'o d* ,,  irore hs 4,:, , ' r

f,gra l;ltu' r
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56. fha i{arnl.cl Vasfaret }larntly

fbe ]terold \racf,anet famlly 11"6d at Ftaa, Xolrayr $sraral releti.yee hnd Eonrto the Urxltcd stetea to nrake thelr haileer Bor they, too, deeidod to tep.w for t1a
new lard' After a long trtp bf bost and then by trratn, th.ey arrtryrgti at Cggpaystowtr,
Siorth $akotq, on July l, 1890, t{aroLd liiaeferet, tho fat}rer, nuA ssms $ days url!.or
beoaurio of an error on the train il.ekets, l,{rs. vasfarot and two ams}l, uoye, Gil.usrt
and itralgrlm, had been sent firct to Canton, $outh l]ahote,r

slLbert Auronr a brofrher-Ln-Law cf fiorold Yasfardt rnet thsr at Cgppsr.stwn
wlth e lurnber wsgon+ Th*y went to tlrc Amrrd Gllbertgon fara,, nrhero 1fr. Vasf,amt
worked for two Jrcars. flr. Vaefaret and i,lr" G!.lborteon ffatrs brot*rera, t5e lattsr
hevlng affiwd ln Xor*h Dekota tn 1881. Ho had Ltvad Ln lpm, before coanlng to ttrtl
s ta te.  *

In L898 the ?asfarst fanaily movad to a ferr, v*rloh would be a mlla east of thapregont rlts of the BoLbn school. thls achool*\oug€ wsc at that tfune, noar tha
protont slta sf l{erold Aurenr fam bulLdlnga oa ths vrcnt nide of the road and soutJt
of the houas. I?re i3ol.kan sc&rool veas naued, for the 01o BoLbn famil"y stro had bceu
llwtng there slrr.ee 1881. 5he sohool,hsuss une novsd. tn l,sg6r'beoausi the Brklgo
$chooL had been bullt thon and sorne of the puptle fr661 tJre north oldo nf th.e ac6osl,
carmunity atterded tharo.

In 1894 ilre Va,sfarets nov6d to a place,n€atr the brtdgo, wh6re thay lLved tn
a two-story log horse (ame Luokaeent a ). f?rery n'.oved Lnto thel.r precont house ln
the faLl of 1901.

Vasfaret, l{arold and }dra. I tarL,n daughtcr Gh.rtrt!.c marrlod llans Loge son of $ry6p & Sertna toge* ron llarlorc nnrrlsd Constenos petorssa
i ohlldronr Sugene, $arJean

Pctcreon, Cruetaf and Mrs, $ofl.a
" son tltl l l lam rnarrl"ed Cora Johnnon daughter of CarL &

daughtor Constanco Potergsn nnrrlad llnrl.ons
rr chl.ldrenr llugene, t' iarJcan

Fron YrCoIr soraptrook of $vcrdnrp l{o. L
by rloyoe Kl,ubben, tooah*r

Gunda Johaoon
Loge


