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Fred Steffen

william steffen elizabeth danner | (Go]
Add to My Library v Compiled from memoirs of Fred Steffen submitted by John Steffen

Get this book

Farcountry Press
Amazon.com - $15.00
Barnes&Noble.com - $12.82

The Kaiser's conseription of fourteen-year-old boys into the Prussian army
contributed to the Steffen family, three generations later, homesteading in
Montana. August Steffen lived in the seaport town of Stettin, Prussia. He had

Books-A-Million been a flag beater in the Prussian army, but as his oldest boy, Johnny Steffen’s
Find in a library grandfather William, was nearing the age of fourteen, August made plans to
All sellers » leave.

A friend of his was a sea captain with a sailing vessel and arranged for
August and his four children (no mention is made of a wife) to escape in 1869
on this friend’s vessel. An carlier attempt to leave had been stymied by the
Prussian government, but this time their escape was not noticed by Prussian
officials until they were well away from the coast so no attempt was made to
retrieve them.

Always adventuresome, during the ocean voyage almost-fourteen-years-old

Related books

Al related books »

Sponsored Links William climbed to the top of the mast. When the caprain sent seamen up to
W“ bring him down, William took to a guy rope and slid to the deck. Frontier
Vortara Py Eang Voceton Ametic was sl by i ke
www_ TwinRiversRanch com August Steffen serded in Wisconsin, but William at age twenty (1875)

= moved to St. Paul where he learned brick laying, In 1878 he married sixtcen-
FARCOUNTRY year-old Elizabeth Danner. Three years later he moved his family to a
Pages displayed by permission of homestead near Cooperstown, North Dakota. There they broke sod with a
Earcountry Press. Copyright. team of oxen. John notes that when he was compiling these memoirs his dad,

Fred, still had some of the ox yoke in his possession. -3
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Elizabeth. He and his brother Bill (second oldest) wanted to get away from
farming so they decided to come to Montana and raise livestock. Fred came firse

Get this book in July 1907, to find a place. After getting off the Northern Pacific train in
Farcountry Press Glendive, he ran into an old friend from Cooperstown, Sam Helland. Helland
Amazon.com - $15.00 helped him find a rig to rent so he could go look for a good place to ranch.

Barmes&Noble.com - $12.82 The first night they stayed at Joe Borntrager’s on Thirteen Mile Creek near
Books-AcMilion the Red Top School. Joe had been one of the carliest homesteaders, filing on his
Find in a library claim in 1905, The next day they went north over and across Retah Table,
Allsellers » which was a sea of grass, reaching to the horses’ bellies. Not one homesteader
Related books yet! But Steffen was looking for hillier country with more protection for

livestock so they went closer to the Redwater/Yellowstone Divide. At the head
of the middle fork of Thirteen Mile Creek he found the place he wanted, west
of the present site of Bloomfield. Later Fred filed on the southeast quarter* of
section 32-20-53. Bill filed on the southwest quarter of the same section. Charlie

All related books » Fiske and Joe Sansborn each filed a claim nearby.
After filing they went back to Cooperstown, and that fall Bill and their
e abil father William returned to build claim shacks. The shacks were built side by
ity N . . Py
M:"|a:;” F‘;{Flsv"::r‘; Vlacahon side, straddling the boundary line so they could live in the same building, yet
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william steffen elizabeth danner | [Go) Ferdinand (Fred) was the oldest of twelve children born to William and
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