BERVICE RECORD

-Personal Heseord,

T

Hame in fullt Robert Conover Johnson : 3
Date of birth: February 8, 18986 |
Place of birth: Cooperstown, Griggs County, WNorth Bakota, U. 8.
¢olor: White . {4
Birtholace of father: Norway; of mather: MHorway

Nearest Helatives: 5 |
Jokn K. Johnsgon, Cooperstown, Narth Pekota-~Father
#rs. John M. Johnson, Cooperstown, N. Dak.--Mother

-Military Record-

Previous wilitary service or trainlng: None

Occupation before entry into service: Farmer

Employer: Vather

Hesidence before entry into service: Cooperstown, Grigge Co.,
North Dakota.

 Inducted into the service on May 24, 1218 at Cooperstown,

North Deknta as & private in the Inf ntry gection of the

Mational Army. Identification numbe z128875. Assigned

originally to 25th Co., 7th Battallon, 166 Depot Brigade at

Camp Lewls, Washington. the _

Troined or stationed before going to Zurope:
Canp Lewis, Washington--—-e---= Msy 28 to June 18.

Transferred to: = '
Gompeny B., 152 Inf., 40th Divipion, June 21, Camp Kearney,
: California.
Gq. F., 308 Inf., 77th Division, Sept. 24, Argonne Forest.
-Discharge~

Discharged from service =t Camp Dodge, Iowa, May 18, 1919, -
g8 & Private. ‘

-Overseas Recor{-

Embarked from New York on Theresias (English), August 7, 1918,
end arrived at Liverpool, England, August 20th.

Trained or statiuhed abrogd fk
France--Nerondee, France; From Auguet 28 to Septembesr 21.

Pirst went into action September 25, 1918 at Argonne Forest.
rarticipsted in the following battlee: leuse-Argonne, Offenaive.

~Oasualtigsn

Teken prisoner at Argonne Forest, Sept. 29, 151&. Prisoner
No. 31838, Camp Ukrainerlager, Rastatt, lermany . ‘

Arrived at New York, April 28, 1019.
Resumed former sctivities in civil 1ife under much the geme

conditions as before?--Yes. Home address: R.#1, Bo ‘ Totes 3
town, Griggs, N. Dak. ] iy . N ?oo?era

A.



{Letter)
To Otto M. Johnson:

Cemp Lewis, Wash. June 17, 1818

Degr Broi-

Received your letter a Tew daye &g0, thanks for same.
Baw in your letter that you nave been all slone. Did you have
to do your own cooking, teo? Gee, I wouldn't llke to be in
your place now when all young people are leaving.

Down here the time goes so fast that I can hardly keep
treck of the days in the week. Every morning after mess the'
whole company gets together and gings all kinds of songs. - Some
pretty tuff ones about the Kalser too once in a while. They

got & plano in one of in the evening there is
- gome pretty vuff and tumble dancing going on.  You can Jjust
about imagine how 1t is when a big bunch of crazy fellows begin
~ to dance and sing. We 1, so far 1 cen say that I like 1t

pretty good, altho the drilling is pretty hard because they
try and push them thru as fast as they ean. To-morrow at 1:20
P. M., the 26 Co. 13 g eave for Cemp Kearney, Cslifornis,
shout 14 miles fronm 84 we'll goon be down in the
sunny south. We got e packed up end ready to leave.
Wwell, old top, how would you like to he slong with ue on these
long trips; it sure is ‘

\
|

inish my letter now. They made
t i1s the bunch that is leaving
outside between the barracke.
entz came over to gee us

Well, I suppose I
up a veudeville ghow T
tomorrow. They had 1t
Belleve me 1T wes & RO 0.
agein last night. Ne sald he vae g ing to leave this week
sometime, too, bul he didn't kpow whers he wee going. Well,
I can sey that we are feeling fine and jake to go any place,
even to Berlin after the Kalsep. ‘

I'11 write you &s soon as| I get my new address again.
. I wouldn't be a bit surprised Af it would be in France.

Greetings from all. Your Bro.,
Robht.

(Card) To C. M. Johnsons

gomewhere in Cal., June 28, 1¢i8

Berlin or bust thie time. Just stopped in San Barnaydino
and got off for exercise. Was treated grape julce by the Red
Cross. Gee, it tasted fine. It sure is a flne country around
here. Left camp at 10 P. M. this morning. We are all together
and feeling fine. Urite the same address when you write. i
We'll get it. !

‘Robt.




 Lesters ritten by Hobert C. Jobnson

{Card) to Mre. John N. Johnsoni

We pre now in Illinols. Went th
raigse a lot of ergb-apples

ins- They

gomewhere in Ill., Angf 1, 1?18

: \
i

»u Kensas City last even-
down here. And every

time we stop you ought to see the women g0 after them trees

glong the cars.
be in Soringfield

Robt.

end pass the anples
erab-eoples. Will

(Cewd) To Otto M. Johnson!

{ Oh, Men, we sre now in Springfi
sff the trein end merched up to the

R. J.

{Card) to Otto M. Johnsén.

New York, ¥. Y., Aug. 5,

Well, we are

eight days to go from eoest to coast,
Have seen some of the bl
turn in 211 our clethes b

doing, eht
We have to
I juet turned in my hat now.
Cemp Kearney. We had a big rain sh
fellows pretty near drowned. Thelr
go they had to ewim out.

Robt.

(Cord) To ¥Mrs. John W. Johnsgon:
The shio on which I esailed has
Pvt. R. C.

(Letter) written on Y. M.0. A. stati
To Mrs. W¥. Johnson: :

Dear Mother:

now at the Atlantip Ccean.

Am almost seasick from

sorn. Bverything O
August 1, 1918
14, Illinois! We went

apitol and back.

\

1018

It took Jjust
Some traveling we are
skyscrapers of New York.
re and get different onese.

rour letter today Zrom
er-last night and some
tents were full of water

errived safely overaseas.

Johneon,’ Co. B, 159 II*}lf.

i

|

anavy. |
|

T
1gomevhere® in France
' Sentember 5, 1918
\

Well, it ig raining today so ve cen't do squeds righﬁ and

left, so I'1l do some writing.
Everything is O.K. and feeling

fine. We are nov stetioned




~erack at them most any dey now.

(Gont.)

4n & town in Frence, vwe sleep in a Dig building on the Maln
gtreet o we haven't far to town. Ang we drill every onlace
we cen find a space big enough to do gouadis right and left.
Well, it sure was some trip from Camp Keerney to here, but
et11l T did4n't mind 1t. And vhen we cane to land here we Had
‘s {two days' »lde in box cers) which wes the first (hobo ride)
T ever had so I Just enjoyed that too. You gee we are getting
go tuff that we can gtand almost anything. They are threshing
around here now. They sure have some funny threshing outfits
ton. 1 8'pose you know sbout how it is in England, 1t 1s about
the seme here. We (went scross the whole countryj in (England).
Tt is kind of difficult to write letters now a&s what I wan

to write about, we are not allowed to write about, so I don't
know what to write. But ore surs thing ie that the Huns pun
ao feet that they lose their shoes and all. I might take a

Last Sunday we (the Cooperetown bunck} went out in th
country and picked blackberries. There 1s all kinds of thgm
here. I picked sbout a helf 2 gallon and then we got auge
from the eook to put on them, so they sure tasted fine. I atle
t411 I pretty near busted. Think I'll go out and pick some
next Sunday too. : f

' Did Albert get the Kodak pleture I sent home from N. ¥.7
Bex got seven letters the tother day, It sure kept hin busy
for some time. Everybedy ie going down to dinner so I s'pose
1 better go too. 8o this will heve to ba g1l for thias time.
With best greetings from us 2ll to yourself and all.

Parts in paranthesis were delated by'the censor but Jjust
resdeble fron indentations in the paper.

|
(Gard) To John N. Johnson
T 2m now 2 nrisoner in Germany.

Neme, Johnsgon

Chrietien name, FHobert C.
Renk, Private ?
Ragiment, 308

Sound

Date Oet. 2, 1818 |
Do not reply to Limburg, ewalt Turther informetion.

|
|
Nickname for neighborhond, friend Himer O. Anderson.

Card received Jan. 21, 1919, by Mrs. John N. Johmson:
i

Reply to-- Neme - Robert C. Johnson. PFrisoner No. 81638
Cemp Ukrainerlager Rastatt (Germwany) '

besr Mother:

I wae taken prisoner Sent. 26, To I'm now in Germany.
o | \



get out of Germany so I could get &

o RN SRR i p

Laiﬁ!xa.!#&!ﬁ&n.h!fﬁaaﬂz! C. Johnson (Cont.}

as st411 healthy and feeling fine. Wes igsued new set of winter
clothing and lots of stuff to eat by the Red Cross, 80 am 1In
good condition. Sleep ln warm Berracks. (Ans. Soon) |

(Letter) To Mrs. John N. Johnson: : : _
Rastatt, Oct. 27, 1918
Dear Mother: |

Well, I can say I'm still O.K.
1 ean write Juet two of these letler
I ean't write to you all, so you'll
them read this. Well, I'm now a pri
think of that, pretty good, eh? You
me because I got all the clothes I n
of cenned stuff to eet every week f
what I get from the Germans. 850 we
me, the Red Cross 1s doing soms good
s'pose you would like to know how I
taken prisoner the 4th after I w
Arthur and Bex the night before they
right then. It was pretty hot all »
will tell you more about it when I ¢
an Americen camp here. They even ha
instruments from the Hed Cross. Vel
write m&hﬁ fat letter now, bscause I haven't had any for a long
tinme. westher is awful damp here, the leaves are falling
off the trees too, so I expect we'll have a snowstorm pretiy
soon if there is anything like snow here. Well, you'll have
to greet everybody for me and tell them I'm etill Jake and
expect to be home in the near future.

d feeling seme &8 éver.
and 4 oards a month, 8o
ve to let the reat of
oner of war, whet 4o you
don't have to worry ebout .
ed, end I get & blg box

m the Red Cross, besides
et plenty of sats. Belleve
work over here. Well, I
as teken prisoner. 1 was
nt over the top. 1 saw
got me and they were all
ght, up there, ha, ha,

me home. It ieg Just like
e a band, they got the

, Platus, you'll have to

Jour son, :

: Robert
Camp Ukrainerlager, Prisoner No. 81638
Rastatt, Germany.

Vichy, France, Dec. 13, 1€18
Dear Mother:

1 am now bagk in France again. We came thru Switzerland,
g0 I saw the big Alps lountains. Belleve me, I was gled to
mething else to eat than
goup. I'm etill feeling fine, haven't been sick & single day.
yet. We are now staying in a big hotel. We're going to stay .
here & few days and then we're coming back to the States again.
#igh I could get back for Christmas, but I don't think 1 can
make it. ©S'pose Elmer will be back for Xmas: I don't know
how it is with Bex and Arthur, whether they are dead or alive.
We went over the top in the same 8q ad and they were all right
when the gerrys csptured me. Well, there is no use o write
eny more because I might be home Just as soon as the letier.
Wishing you all & Merry Christmas and & Happy Hew Year.

bert.

!W'r aon,



I L i

jﬁﬂhﬁ.) | . @

| |
Januery 2, 1018
\

Dear liother:

. Well, I am still in the same town. An feeling Just the
seme a8 ever.  Haven't been sick a day since I came in the army.
The other day I was down town and ran across Bex. Here we have
been in the same town for over two weeks before we meet each
other. I also had s letter from Artlur, and that packsge you
gent from home. (ee, that gum and candy tasted fine. If I go
down town with a piece of gum in my mouth, in helf an hour I'll
have every kid in town after me begg for gome. I don't
think they have anything like gum here in France. |

T think 1f they sent me back to N. Dak. now, I'd freeze
tn death becauge 1% 1s almost like summer here yet and rains
neerly every day. But if they turned me loose, I believe I'd
go eleer up to the north pole if ny home was thers. They sald
thias morning that we are going home &€ S00n as they can get
trensnortation, so I ocught to be back by spring anvhor. I have
juet one sheet of paper on hend, go this w11l have to be ell
for this time. Better late than never, so I wish you 2ll a
Happy New Year. _ ;

Your son,

m})u

To Otto 1. Johnson,
January 2€, 1918
Dear Bro:

yet, but thanks for same.
skel not kiek. Y tank I
sigme I ¢om her til die
ttén but I kel write vonece
t111 know I been living

I heve not received your letter
-1 tank you har 414 your best saa Jeg
har been out of ldck getting letters
bloody eountry. Two is 1l T have g
in 2 while Jjuet the same s0 you ¢an

elive.

east and west and gb out
1le and towme we con find

Well, we sre etill doing squeds
in skirmishes end eepture a2ll the hi
around here, so we ere kept busy every dey. They bad pay day
here todey, but T wae out of luck bepeuse they 41dn't have nmy
gervice recorde. Y've got five montha ecoming now aso I'll have
bachn franes when I do get paid. |

We haven't had anv vain here now for some time, so I think
the rainy sesson 18 over, but the ground is frozen un so T
think we'll have snow. Maybe the worst part of the winfer ie
vet to come. | '

I don't know whether we will be home for spring or not,
it looks pretty alim to me. And then there is three of you
there so they won't have any use for ue anyhow. WNo, news}are

pretty slim nowadaye, so I better pack up my trouble
0ld kit bag and ssy finish. o s in the
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Lbtters Uritten by Robeyt §. dobneon (Cont.)

 8as fasr d1 ture sce msate da, O leve 1 hqdbe& son nn+en :
i skaabel. ‘

Your Brother
Robert

Oircumstances of Robert ¢. Johns

n's capture by the Gth
mens, teld to his father, John N. J :

BON. |

" - On Sept. 29, 1818, the fourth efter he went over the
top in the Argonne Forest, lLe was detailed to help the litter
cerrier of the first ald station. 1t being dark when this was
sccomplished they remeined there all night. The next morning
when returning to thelr company, they were fired upon by Gerpens
1eft behind our iines. They sought protection in an sbandoned
machine gua nest. They bad but one gun between themw as the
litter carmier went unarmed. After some time the litter carrier
slezed Robert's gun, rughed out and was killed. The Germans
then olosed in on the nest, and Robe t surrendered, heving no

_mesns of defense. e

He was then taksn back of the German Lin2s gnd used there
for about three weeks helping move war materiale in the Germen
retreat. He was then taken to Priso Camp Ukrminerlager,
Regtatt, Germany and given Prisoner mbar 81838. At this
cemp were 1700 Amsrican prigsoners. Of these one was 2 negro
who was given special privileges. : '

oAt Hewr

Squads of prisoners were gent out to work on the neighboring
farms. Cows were used for plowing on the farms. Ulen were
used for hauling from the railroad.

Kobert was efiployed mostly in a factory making apple jam.
This was & desiresble Job because of getting exbra suger and
fruit widle at work. BSoup was ths chief food given the prisoners.
In this one day he found a lorse's tooth. The prisoners would
gfgecsuffered but for extres food and clothing furnished by the
ed Crose. w




