Camp Atchison Historic Site- Griggs County, N.D.

August I6th, IS60
Dang Wright

This site is in the usual shabby conditionsthough the highway people have
mow.d the most of the grass along the grade.

There is quite a clump of chokecherry bushes growing in the angle of the old
entrenchment, many of these bushes are dead and leqve unsightly sticks
projeeting up, the whole growth is a collecting place for dead weeds and beer cans.

The 0ld wooden WPA marker legns against the bushes,the supporting posts had
decayed and let it fall. @flﬂ// '

1o Hanam
The lone marker/;tands in an open place between the road and the bushes-
The highway people had enough regard g3v£he site to omit any "improv ment!
that would have altered the site as presented to the state by John Thune
many years ago,it is small but would provide room for a good marker which
I understaﬂdf the historical society is to provide. This site ¥ ng on Highway
No I would be seen many travelers and it should be clegned up and improved.

The American Legion of Binford have agreed to clean up the site and Fritz Helland
a business man in Cooperstown and a former resident of the vicinity, said he would
see to keeping it in condition if it is firbs put in better condition.He does
considerable wonk on the Lake Jessie site.

It seems to me that this location would be a suitable one for a small rast area

such as the highway people are providing in various places, our tract is too small
for such use amd it should not be made a camping place anyway, but there is a turnout
Just to the north where tle roadside tables could be installed, It would be usful

as a sest area as well as annopportunity to educate the public on the old camp
site.The angle of the entrenchment is still well TreServeds one of the veny few left
fQem the near hundred year old camp .

t -

A X | Possible Rest area

Cultivated fields .. Turn out

Site of Camp Atchison
JulyIB-—AIlg.I?, 1863

- - L

X4

... Bushes

Original earthwo.ks

~ligrker to Samuel Wanamaker,
Co E,JOTH Mlnn,Inf.
died Mng.9th,I863.

s ¥— Highway No I, south of Binford N.D.

_ - Nt 1o seke &9&[24.




SOME HESTORIC SITES IN GRIGGS GOUNTY Dana Wright,I961
Ed Lohnes mail station on east side of Red Willow Lake, 1867
Maml station at east point of Lake Jessie,IB867.

Nicollet and Fremont camped on high bluff
Southwest sect,;Ti.on lake Jessie, 1839
where Gov Stevens camped July I0,I853,

Capt Fisk camped south of Lake Jessie on
Rudy Helland farm, 1862 and I863. .

The Sibley trail of IB63 left the Fort Tot-en trail of I867 on Sect 32-Ti6~ 59
a mile northwest of Camp Fope.

-
The trail,stated by Col MePhail in Aug 1863 down west side of Sheyenne river,was
later (1867%hused5f0r travel from Ft Ransom to Ft Totfen,it left the Sibkey trail
on NW-I1-T.T1h}-R.59
here.

Camp Burt was on Sibley's return trai%’from Camp Atchison to Minnesota, &% is the
grave of Kristen Petterson who died in this camp.

Capt, Fisk camped Juy I5,1862 at the south end oflake Johnson a mile south of Sheppard,

On July 17,1863 Sibley passed by on the west side.On Angust ITIth I865,Colonel Carnahan
with the 3d I11.Cav.camped on the west side and lost a man Geo.T Johnson by drowningf
A marker at the school house at south end of lake.

The grave of George E Brent is on a high hill southwest of Camp Atchison, he died of
accidental shooting XHE July 20,1863 seight miles out from the camp,he had been wounded
at Camp Forbes north of Kenasal andw as being returned to Camp Atchison,he died near the
west Griges county line.

Samuel Wennamaker Co IOth Minn,Inf.died of sickness at Camp Atchison and was buried on a
small hill north of the camp a few hundred vards,markeflat the camp.

All the early explorens mention the soring at the extreme northwest end of lake Jessie
where they secured water.

The course of the Nicollet —Fremont party is not known, they came up from the south and
continted on to the north from Lake Jessie,probably crossing the Sheyenne south of Hamar.

The Gov.Stevens patry crossed Sheyenne from tne southeast,passing two or three miles north

of Cooperstown to Lake Jessie,then west over the hills and beteen Lake Sibley and Binford

they camped near the county line, southwest of Mose,Capt Fisk £ollowed the same general
course west from Lake Jessie.

Gov Stevens mentions landmakks on the Sheyenne, Butte Michaud .nd Horse Hall also Red
Willow lake. ‘

There is an Indian mound onthe hills northwest of Dooperstown, and sgversl at Red Willow
lake,also on west side of Lake Jessie andon the top of Butte Michaude and one rear the
Little Badlands on the Sheyenne.

Some ghost townsjHelena, at Revers .Montglair on SW 20-T,1,5-B.60.Gallatin on the Sheyenne
Willow — I6-T-1:8-R.60,aleng Totten trail, ‘
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GRIGGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCTELY May I5th,I761

A meeti ng of the society was held in Cooperstown the evening of May IOth,I96T.

About 30 people present,the meeting was presided over by Frityz Helland a local
business man who organiged the group and is keeping things mopving.Hewas formerly
from the Lake Jessie area and keeps an historical exhibit in g building near the Lake
Jessie marker. ’

Matters considered by the group were the collecting of historical information and
mgterial andproviding for its care. -

) -
The No I activity or project is the care and imprgﬁent of the Camp Atchison site
near Binford. 1t is proposed, to tréy to secure additional space so that a turnout and
parking place could be proviﬁed.ﬁt Present there is a turn out but very little room for
parking.The siteis on the east side of state highway No I and part of the remaining
original earthworls or the samp run onto the hightay right of way and might be destroyed.

Parking should be provided-off the highway for safety and convenience and tle acubual
camp site should be kept unspoiled for its historic value,the headstorf for Private Wanna-
maker 1s located hewe tho his body lies in a field some distance away.

The local group is still hoping that a suaitable marker may be provided by the state
historicalmsociety,the old wooden sign provided by WPA years ago has fallen over and
lies propped against some bushes. :

The county soci€ty is considering ways and means of marking some historic sites, suck

as the site of Sibleys Camp Popejdeath of George Brenmt, Col Carnahans camp of I865¢ -
the site of mail station(lohnes™) at Red Willow lake.The,.s are mgny others which shou,
be located and marked. Considesrable information is available about these events and piaces

The county group includes some substantial peole and 511 are inclined go as far as
they can on their own. They would be-glad to know if a marker is to be provided by
the state historicalg society for Camg Atchison. They have plans some smaller
markers on l-oocal projects such as thejunction of the Fort Abercrombie trail with the
one from Fort Ransom at a point west of Hannaford and the Fort Totten trail crossing
of Red Willow creek.

It has been suggested that posts o, markers be placeJto outlihe the 1limits of old
Camp Atchisons between the highway and lake Sibley.

Highway No I to Binford
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Griggs County Historical Soclety ,Cooperstown, N.,D.

Dang Wright

May 9th, 1962
This organization has been in existance gver a year and shows
considerable vigor.The president is Frits Helloand of Cooperstown,
the able secretary is Mrs pratt have recuited a membership of over
forty, have well attended meetings and organige pllgrimages to
interesting sites in their area.

They have set the date August I9th as a visit to the Fort Tetten
with stops Red Willow lake,Poplar Grove ,Bevils Heart and Sully
Hill.The ret urn will be by Brenner' s Crossing ofthe Sheyenne and
the John Aasrstad museum at McHenry.

The society has cleaned up the Camp Atchison area, erected flag
pole and provided flag,and are having a county maﬂp made showing
historic sites.

They are lookinz forward to observing thé I0O0 th gniversgryfof
the establishmemt of Cam, &tchison, Sibleys base in July 1863.
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Early explorations in Griggs county

Qmitting the Indian and Metis hunters and the wandering unrecorded whites
who were sometimes found in the border land between the land occupied by
the whites and those used by the Indians, the earliest white travelers
in this part of Morth Dakota wWere probably J. N. Nicollet and his engineer
officer Lt. John €. Fremont. Their exploration of the country west of
the Sheyenne from near Bear Den Hill and Devils Lake is illustrated in
the map which they made following their trip in 1839. This indicates
that they paused briefly at Lake Jessle on the 25-26th July, 1839.
Their camp was on the bare knolléporth of the old McCulloch building
site, the legal description, the 5&;:1#7—60. Lt. Fremont named the
lake for the lady whom he later married: Jessie Benton, daugher of
Senator Thomas Benton of St. Louis, Missouri., It is said that the
Senator did not approve of the proposed match and had a hand in sending
the young lieutenant in to the wilderness hoping the romance would cool
off., The two young leaders of this exporing party noted several landmarks
by name which are still in use. Butte Michaude, on the Sheyemne north-
east of Cooperstown (center of Sec. 35+T. 148~R. 59), Nicolette says
the elevation was 1586 above the sea and 120 feet above the surrounding
pfairie. The name is supposed to have been taken from some old Indian
leader buried in the artificial mound on the summit. The ﬁame being
French would indicate that it originated after the Indians had contact
with the whites. Metis hunters told me many years ago that on an
occasion when they had a hunting camp in the vicinity, one of their men
nemed Michaude became seperated from the camp in a fog and was absent
long enough So that his friends became anxious for his safety, after
he was relocated they called the butte Michaude or "the place where
Michaude was lost,"

On P. 155 of Upham's Glacial Lake(1887) Agassiz he says another

angle of the moraine is marked by the conSpicious hill called Butte
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Mashue, from the name of an Indian who was buried in the on its summit,
This hill, situated in the east half of section 35-T. 1li8-R, 59, rises
150 feet or 175 feet above the general level east and north, or nearly
350 feet above the Sheyenne river, which is only a mile distant to the
northeast, "

On Micole#te's map the name is spelled Michaux, they made the
elevation 1386, Their map also gives the location of Horse Butte and Lake,
also on the Sheyenne, on SW % 2l-T, 14?-3, 58, named from an Indian tra-
dition. Farther up the Sheyenne the Beaver lodge creek and Poplar groves‘
are located., DBothgx are land mark¢s from long ago, they are in Nelson
county.

In the -text of Nicolettes report, P, 138 he uses the name "Lake Jessie
with the French name (Lad des Bois or Wood Lake) he makes ﬁo further
referrence to Lake Jessie in the text.

The elevation in the text is given as 1586 for Butte Michaude
possibly the 5 was originally # or 1386 feet elevation which would be
nearer correct., He gﬁves the water level of the Sheyenne at nouth of
Beaver Lodge creek as 1328-the pleateau 11,86, this is some distance
to the northwest up the Sheyenne mouth of 1lst Bald hill creek (riverie

aux Butte%Pelees)
a -~ o s tr
4 7-8-47;5 9L-49-30
/ r c '/
Lake Jessie (Laf des Bpis) h;132—32; 98-1—&51

/ 4 [ &
X at Beaver Lodge, level of plateau; ufiué-Zgg 98~13-30,
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%?{ff%he Crossing of the Sheyenne on section 84- T «150 ,R, 6 is g
f@illttle south of Tolna¢1t is a 1little known place but hag seen
some interesting hlstory.At this crossing g little stream empties
_;flnto the Sheyenne from the southwest, that Wwas probably the Beaver
'.Lodge creek of the Nlcallet map of 1839 It is designateg the Bear
Lodge creek on Wagners map of 1863 to illustrate the Sibley expedltlon.
Gen.Powel Adams map of I866 callms it the Beaver rlver.lt is a small
fcreek-dralnlng marshlands to the southwest.’fvfl—fﬁ '
'_ ﬂlcollets part7crossed the Sheyenne on their way to Devils Lake
zat the gunctlon of the Beaver Lodge Creek and the river ythis on
.July 27 418392, lt is also 1n llne with the probable route of Capt,
E.V.Summers and his little army of 138 men who-came up from Iowa
in the summer of I845 to see what ‘the Indians were doing(llote 9).
- Capt Burt of Slbleys expeditiog left Camp Atchlson Tnear Lake J655¢e
in. July 1868 ad made a trip to the soutn shore Dev1ls Lake and. return,
i_.th ' ﬁagner map shows that he crossed at.the. mGUth of the Beaver
S'Lodae creek | ' ‘ _ |  f a5 A
| Gld Plerre Bottlneau who Spent his llfe on the plamns
 ,[and was wulde for Gov Stevens, Fisgk Slbley and othars,was with
f'Ganeral Terry on the trlp to Devils Lake to lay out Ft Totten,
' “ ?'lt ig- qu1te probamle that he knew the old tralls and cr0531nvs :{ 

Eand led the Pixsk soﬁdlers across,"f‘f: “When there was

::¥further travel the people naturally followed ﬁhe same trall. ::
Thls cr0851ng at the mouth of hlﬁ creek was a stopplng place

".'1for'the mall carrlers who traveleéfb“tmmen Ft ictten ani Abrercremble,

'3 ;Acc0rdipg te Ed Lohnea/t'
'gbut ther’“were groves nearby both up ajd,dgwn stream the _ge ermment

"ieéﬁabliéﬁe 1og”she1ter here fbr tha  _conven1ence of th 1,

After mall routes wefg establlshed ﬁbe Gevernment kept a*

anﬁ w1fe at each place ‘as well as a soldler from‘the‘_gar
F‘t Totterle . = TR el s T



:5ﬂ Leaving Nelson county on SW £ Sec 33- T49-R 60 _';; i; & 4 L/
the trail PaSDed gbout a m1le east of Hed Willow lake,which frem its
V}_Skrlngs and scanty timber made another stopping place,@n the east shore

Ll Ed Lchnes had a st-pﬂlng'place of his own
: ﬁof the lake ikﬁx ANELRY : : log hut mxkhxxaxxaxakakxﬁ to give shelter

WApr-2ts EQQ@}MH_va:
From Red Wlllew lake the trall lea @y slightly east of south to

7ffnearly twenty five fr@m %ron Hearts.J

Lake Jessle,_
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. Lake Jeskbie was one of the Dbest known langmarks on the high Dskota

- prairies,visited by Eicoﬂ%t and Fremont in 1839 anc by many other travelers
and explorers in the years following.Governcr I.Iaétévens and party
 were there in I1853,camping on the high bluff at the east side where
_ ﬁicelet had been I6 years eariier. Capt Fiék and ﬁis emigrant trains
- rested there in 1862 and 63¢-Si§16y was headed fqr1the game lake in
1863, but on account of hié heavy wagon trainé he kept to the south west
end made his camp on a smaller lake two mi1é§jaway, 6 prler to avoipd

ifthe rough ground around hake desqle.:.

The lake itself was named by Lt Fremont for Jessie Ben@on, the
/ﬂaughter of Senator Benton of hlseourl, who later became his w1fe.?%{zﬂf@“
The water of the lake is bracklsh and 1n ary _seasons has been Knomn
to be entlrely ary., zhen 1t was the practlce 1n ploneer days to salvage
"weod fron the basin. as was done 1n Stump lake. There are flne sprlﬂgs |
" ;at the nortbwest end Of ﬁhe lakeon northwest querter of Sectlen B
"1 “anﬁ Stevens.and Elsh mentlen sendlng wagons there to flll thelr water
':casks the ground is very rough on that smie of tte lake which prevented
ﬂfmaklng camp there, the lake 1s frlnged Wlth txmber around most of its S%ZH¥4[
—bo#dﬁrg whlch was one reason 1t was a pOpular camping place. e
Wm,Qu1nn, a teamse A making a trlp to Ft Totton with a wagon traln
' about 1868, tells of havmng the traln eorraleé by the vagon master who
?:saw an oak stump at ‘the northeast sxde of the lake and thought it a hostlle i
e 1nd1an, 1t haa been struck by 11ghtn1ng ana burned out making it leok }“':':
,dlfferent than on former oce331ens. (Qulnn was the son of Peter innn,i.;gli
- 3_'1nterpreter Who was kll?ed'by the Sleux on the flrst day of the Indlan  :?:;%
” .upr1s1ng in M;nn, 1862.) e B k' ‘“‘f""f
: The 1ahe 1mmed1ately sonth of Jessie and seperated by'a narréms%éthmus<

'*f=mms named Aﬁdle

' ;(Capt Flsk attempted to name 1t Ljdla for hlw w1fe.P 46 Vol 2 N.D..
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Qﬁ@"of the points of interest ERG connected vdth“Sibleﬁfgbwéaen Lake
esle and tﬂe uleley cr0951ng, are. thﬁee of his camp sites. Cagp

Camps used before he arrlve@ at Atculsau.,Gne was camp Corning

8K, :
_corner oh sec (—I48m58, @CCU“lGd July 16-&7 IS 3

“t:e last nlgmt before he reached
ed Atdhlsan. The thlré Slbley camp on thls ectlon of the

?ﬁ{estdbllshed Aug.I';the flrst nlght after startlng for

,andenlng uawp &tcnlson Tgls was used tne nlght Tof

fwas camqed Camp Burt. t was here ﬁhat Kristen PeterSon

ynanpers dle land was burlea, GnlJ a few years ago
'J\rave was ac@ld@ntlJ ldeﬂﬁlLled and marxeé a Tew miles

; inother nearly forgotten grava 15 taat cf George

ry ‘I‘all is the ﬂald %V, :
-hat ol& Joe Brewﬁ .

rf::.e'ty O.L: scenery and extra labo




A 1i£tle northwest of the center of Sﬂction 24 of T.I50 ,R.6I there

was a junction in the trail, the Abercromble branch turned almost directly
south to the Sheyenne, while the other brenck took an - easterly course alg‘
along the ﬁhxxxnnx t0ps of the bluffs to a p01nt nerth of Butte hlchaud
when 1t left the réver and strack eross country to Georgetown on the Red.
te coarse was along the hlghground,beﬁween the Sheyenne and valley of
the “ed past Sharon md a little east of Finley,crossing the Pembina-

3 Abercrqmble trall a llttle northwest of Clifford in Tralll eounty.

It is probable that thls was a trall in use when the Ruason Bay company
5had a store at Georgetown and drew trade from the DeV1ls Lake reglon.

The Pemblna-ﬁbercromble was called the “west plalns tra11"¢ggg
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Statement of Ee E.@imés
of Yrarey, N.D, April 2let 1929

mighﬁ & Ei&my K&lﬁ‘

e: %m;}. led @u?; frem %‘th “the trail wmz rigm !
8 Heart on the north aiéﬁ; theh  to xwa Hearts
' place, after Iren Heart left, Tom Cenavaugh #M%:
: st&gying place, he was married to & breed woman
the trail went almest south I2 miles over level pmizfi
re wae no timber at the cressing but both abeve and
8, espeeially below the whele side hill about
1 was timbered’, Nine miles frem the ﬁhw&aﬁﬂ
, mka wgs about half a mile te 1}&% west aﬁ
ent on the east side of Lak Jessie, . -
leg hmzaes established for their mail _
¢3 850 sara; one at ma
ad 8 leg heuse for Ms~.,. :
Thegoverns & ny Indien scout with his
ns and a seldier from Ft' Abercombie was statie
one. i‘r&m Fy %ﬁtw waa at m zak& Jemm

T@ B I8

0

ally of :ﬁ &e‘m&*ﬁ got the ¢
hnes & others, The govermment
: . room in one end for
>y, forthe Indian femi
hn Sioux en Indien wes
Cabanaugh and get shot
etomach, he was %akm
zi frem other cau 5 ye




Continuing the march on the morning of the I3th,July the column made about ten

miles to the Northwest to a shallow lake on the%uortheast quarter of section 29-T.I;7-
R.60,0n the ead side of what is now Lake Sibley.The General gave it the name of Ermily
in honor of Captain Atchison's mother but the name was not retained. The camp however
has always been Apchison,for captain Charles B.@‘assistant commissary and acting
ordnance officer for the brigade. The general and staff rode down to the edge of the
lake ami his horse became mired and inngf‘lbundering out the rider was unseated and
bgruised so that hewas obliged to ride in an ambulance for days.

A camp site was selected and work of building sod protective walls was begun, thede
were about four feet high and surrounded the camp on three sides,the southwest end
opened on the lake and was not fortified.Traverses weype mad, at the two corners away
from the lakesone of these on the east s_ide of the present si;i; e highway Wumber one
is intact after mgarly a hundred yesrs of weathering. The state owns this site thanks
to the interest and gener®ousity of John Thune who homestegded nearby in %heagaﬁhr'fgfql
oihbics ond was familiar with the site before it was disturbed by cultivation.

The outline of the camp could still be easily traced up to the IQ_';‘2§by the slight elevabi
where the old walls stood and the slightly diffepent shade of soil. In those days maps
and notes were made so that the shape of the old fort is preserved.

Several bits of abandoned equipment have been preserved from the @ampjbullets,

scraps of metal,a gun stock and smallgp itens;btittons,harness buckles,broken beottle glass.

: a nel -
John Thune tglls of finding a cavalry scabrefonfthe camp sitey the blade was rusted into

the scabbard, John tried to buy it for a dollarson contract as he héd no dollar, before

he could accumulaty that much ybhe finder had worked the blgde loose and could see the
long s;gng blade and cancelled the contract.The weapon has disappered and its final
disposition unknown. To the north northwest of the camp thers is a small knoll or elevatiol
which affords a clear view ¥mrkkxs in all dirctions,on this little hill was a small
trench or outpost to shelper men on guard.On this hill was buried Samel Wannamaker @
Company E, -IOth Minnesota Infantry, aged L2 who died of sickness on August 9th,I863.
The actual site of tle grave is lost, but a government headstone stands on the Camp site.
There is a small sloughf on the east side of the highway/\and long ago sore shallow
wells were ﬁm}e, they have gradually become filled and arno longer noticgbles
Tb the south on the Thune hills anothe, small earthwopk overlooked the camp _site and
‘lake and on the highgdst point of this range is the grave of George E,Brent? who was

| T
buried tle re on July 22d,he had been accidentalldy}shot at Gamp Fores Jduly 20%_h.
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Camp Atchison on Lake Sibley, south of Binford was laid out by
Golonel Crooks of the 6th Minn.Inf.under the direction of General Siblgy.
The army had marched about ten mj_l_es from Camp FPope on the morning of July
18th arriving at Lake Sibley by noon. Camp was laid out that afternoon.
Tt was about shaped like a rectangle about LS50 X 750 feet,lying between the

present stgte highway No.one and Lake Sibley.

Fhe-bwo- eeyvﬁers—far‘bheree%-&'om-ﬂ&han;gg{e.

No timh_er was ava::lable for fuel ne_re, than Lake Jessie,water intse 1akeAwa.s rac!
ish but satisfactorv for stock and by digging shallow wells water was obtained suitable fos
camn ﬁ)urposes, some water was hauled in wagons from the spring at the west end of

Lzake Jessie. ‘5”,{

Mail was received ZﬁPaSlOna] 1y by scouts from Fort. Abercrombleénc’ al.so once
at least by Pembi na;,\s?ozdngrs were asssggle I0c per IsHer and seemed glad to pay it.
On July IGth ma.:Ll was brought from Fort Abfercrombie bringing the news that General
Siblev's son Frank had died,that was the second death in his family since the@stgrt
of th, gXnedition on the I8th of June. This mail also broi’,%ht some bétter news ;thaﬁ the
the battle of Get.tysburg _had‘ been won and the city of Vicksburg captured.
Attempts were made to foraard méil from Camp Atchison to ‘the Sibley column
but the latter was over btaken onlyr oﬁce -That was when it was ﬁnsb bound at Camp Olin on
the James river. Obther attempts were made but were not successful, however as Sibley
army was returning from the Missouri they camped ths‘ night of Mgy 3=l &5 in eastern
Kidder county, south of the vresent site of Pe*t:s.bone,here scouts and mall carrlers A
from the base camp arrived with mail and the first news smce the brigade was dlvz_ded on

July 20th .
On the evening of the I9th,the brigade was inspected and a dress parade

condﬁctéd}on this oecasion orders were published to the command; concerning the
division of forces and 'Ehe morement of the main section,‘towa.;‘&;..‘telﬁ Sioux camp.
Compsidenaiie Betailed ;:glans had to be made and gnd equipment examined and packed
for ﬁh_e f;rward movement,this was done on the I?th so the Sﬁ;‘ﬂay section was én the

march early in the morning of the 20th July.
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Sibley in Griggs- b

Camp Atchison was established as a base from which operations against the Sioux Indians

could be conducted.Sibley had ié;ﬁed fromthe half breed Chippewa buffalo hunters that the
Sioux bands had left the Devils Lgke region am ?rere hunting in the Missouri couesy MW
to the southwest.To reach them he knew that he would have to moove faster than his

column had bee+b1e to in its operations so far. In 2I marching days from Camp Pope in
Minnesota, the starting po:mt the ex:pedltlon had traveled appoximately 288n miles at

an average of I3, 7 m:.les per day. They did not exceed I8 miles in any one day on that

section of the journey. It was newessary that the sluggish movements be expedited -

I was decided to select the more efficient units and move out to the Sioux hunting

grounds with reduced suprlies and equipment. In his journal entry for July 2oth General
S:Lbley says: Lei‘t Camp(Atchison) at half past L this morning,with I430 infantry,520 cavalry
besides msand scouts, about I00 men more." Sibley does not mention artillery but
several pieces accompanied him and there is nothing said about a herd of cattle driven along

to provide fresh meat,this herd was the property of a civilian contractor named George

Brackett,later a promnen“b businegss man in St Paul.

Michael

Sibley does not em:u@te the unifs left at Camp Atchison, but we learn from other
sources that Major/Cook of

he IO0th Minn,Inf. was left in command, with one section
(two guns) mounbain howitzers,with two whole companies <smpanies from each infantry
regiment and one of cavalry.Of the T7th regiment Co's C & I,Captains @and Libby
were left and about 70 men from the other companies" This statement on the authority of Colont
¥ .R.Marshall of the 7th regiment. Th one of his reports General Sibley said that he had
left one thi;c‘i cﬁ‘ his force at camp At,chison.és he had started with nearly LOOO men
nearly I300 must have been left at the camp. Many of these were inefficient; footsore
weaakened by hardship or accldent,or debiltated by an assoriment of mishaps. A considerable
gortion of Brackets herd was left to supply the "staf at homeps” A part of the sutlers
lié;uor supnly was stored in the vamp and caused some trouble and it is said that Captain
Burt dumped one cask during the time Sibley was absent. A

The reduced army started after the Sioux camp at l;:30 AM,on Mondasy the 20th July
in a wesberly direction,passing around the north end of Lake Sibley, then to the south
west and made Camp Forbes north of Kensal,N.D after a marcﬁ of 20 miles.After camp was
made that afternoon a sad accident occured. A party of half breed hunters had made a call

on the soldieprs and exchanged greetings and information.



Sibley in Griges-5
There was some commercial tran;éactions between the hunters and the soldiers, speech

. of
making, and visiting.After these functions were over and camp pade some to the soldiers

xS

3
returned the call,going to the hunters camp which was two or threemile sAi'rom Camp Forbes.s:—il——

96~k
Somg members of the regiment suggest that 'bhere;’é/s some liquor involved in the social
part of the visit and that it raised the '5pgrits of some of the visitors.The—pesuli—was=that
G‘ne, George E,Brent, captains clerk in Com any D, Ist Minnesota Mounted Rangers,l?ger Captain
Oscar Taylor, Brent was 33 years of a.ge,nmch older thabt most of the other men, and was said
to have been of unusual ability and from a good family.ThQ_,re was a rumop that he had
received information that he had fallen heir to a substantial inheritance andwas feeling
happy about his good fortune. He rode back after dayk rrd™ his visit at the hunte,s camp and
raced his hofrse around among the tents till he found his own,There ij attempting to
dismount, his carb::.ne caught in the saddle g:u_rth and was dischargediis.ending a ball through
his body,He was phced in an ambulance and sta;\t.ed back/‘uo Camp Atclhison but died about on i
the Griggs county line,The body was taken on and was placed in a home made box am hyried
on a high hille south of the camp and thepe it lies. No inférmation is available as to his
family oy relatives aer;g what became of the fortune, the guthorities have secured a simple
govepnment e adstone and placed it on the 1little mound on the John Thune farm and here

on Decoration days the American legion and others interested, place a little flag and

flowers on the lonely gravFe.

Going ahead a few weeks, we leagrn that anobther death occured at the camp'on

August 9th, I863. of sickness, he was an eléderly man compared to may of his comradess
Sarmel Wannamaker (4-ad—

being 12 years oldaW‘a private in Company E, IOth Minnesoba infantry. The best
information we haw is that he was buried on a small hill north of the famp a few
hundred yards away.The hill has been cultivated aml the exact spout not identified, so the
the government marker has been placed on the state land ,a portion of the original
camp where he died. .

Several interesting incidentgoqcured apround Camp Atchison while Sibley was absent
on his march toftle Midbouri and feturn,Men ‘went to Lake Jessie and hauléd water from the
Stebens Spring g: the northwest end of the lake, and took loads of wood back to their
camp fires .’.thel]a,lso met and v:r_s:r.ted with the mem%rs of the Fisk gold seekeps expedion wh::.ch

arrived about the time Sibley dlel, but Fisk made his campd on the south shore of L.ke
Jessie before traveling on west to Idaho.




General Sibléj;' did not loose much time in making plans for seeki ng out the

Sioux camp.He had the information from the buffalo hunte® as to the enemies

location and after consulting with the unit commanders he announced a change of
direction to the southwest.Sorefooted men, lam e animal® and creaky wé:gons were to b
left in the base camp while the selected units entered on an active campaign

toward the Missouri river.About a thrid of the expedition were to be left at

Camp Atchison under the command of ﬂajor Michael Cook of the IObh Minn.Inf.
who ,later in th Civil War was shot through the lungs at the battle of Nashville
Tenn. and died December 27th, I86);.
Major Cook was cumbered with all the weaklings of ul’B brigade and though
he also had comnanlesCandg of tle ébh ¥irn.Inf., C & I of the 7th Minn, Inf.
one company of cavalry. Thergwas also left One section (2 giins) of the artillery
unit. . Cne hundred thirty head of beef camp from George Bracketts herd Were
Burnham detailed
left s=f2% for use oft ke garrison.Surgeon Alfred li.Bemmham was detiled to
look after the healt-h of the men left at Camp Atchison,he lgter has some trouble
and was dismissed from theservice. (W“ & YJVZJM o alor Nmaiied,
An unfortunateﬂ :an:Ldezj took place at Camp Atclplson,“s!_jgon afterM RM"-E‘VV
arrival &v-—#h-e-ea#al-pmart.lzt .LbertR.bw eld of Company G}‘\sermuslw,r wounded
'orlvate Joseph Robinette of_‘ company K, by shooting the latter in the side.
It is said t hat the private was in a spasm or fit and attanptgd to draw his scb@ﬁ,,
the Lt. was probably unnecessariby frightened and shot too z;ii;k,he called
for an invertigation whichséems to have been given but no formal report is
available as to the result.'The man rexover,d quickly and continued in service
being dlschargeef with the regi_ment Dee I0,I863. He had been in the battle of
Birch Coulee -I«ﬂann;sﬁ?lﬂse:yeazgéﬁe and was wounded in that affair.He reenlisted
in Co U of the 2d Minn,Cav. Jan lith, 86l and was discharged for disablity April
ISthJ I86L; That is the last available record, possibly his disablity €ame from the
woumd gien by Lt .Field. Robmnett.e was a miixed blood Indian.
It Field also%enterd Service in the 2d Cavalry, being commiss:mned captain
Nov.30th,I863,0f Co.A. On February Iith, 1866 she and several of h:l.s men were frozen

to” death on a march from Fort Eadsworth to Fort Abercromble-Thel bodies wepe

recovered in the spring.




ﬁ',,,first Jook aj—the course of Sibley's army to the Lake Jessie are% would seem
L&
that he would have(\there instead of inclining to the west to Lake Sihley. Colonel

Bﬁarshall as well as Sibley mention in their diaries, that the me=sh was the range

of hills to the south and west of Jassie which would have been amsbstasls For the
7 W
Ssalso he probably had it in mind already to

A
take a westerly course toward the Indian camp, and by camping at Lake Sibley he was a

Ve
- artilley and the cumbersome wagon train

few miles on the way.There was one‘s rio'ﬁs camp essential lacking at Lake Sibley, that was
wood, which was abundant at Lake Jessie.After the cmp was established that ~shortage
corrected by sending armcfwagons after fuel,ss well as frgsh water from the Spring on

the northwest side of the lake.Tt is interesting to note that Governor Stevens =k

in I853 and Captain Fisk in I862 & 63 had filled their casks thepe. The Fisk expedition
was at Lake Jessie on the 20th July, the 8§ day/s‘gﬁz‘z on toward the Missouri,he had only
53 men and 20 wagons and small howitzer,they continued on to thewest on the 2Ist on

a céurse}xorthoi‘ Sibleys,passing near the present sitesof New Rockford and Velva, N.D.
The Fisk camp of ¥X¥ . July 20th IBég);agijthe Rudy Helland farm between Lpke Jessie and
what he called Iﬁ{g Iydia for his wife,now known as Lake Addie. The ?;I?&j’et;ii-et and

Fremont expedition of 1839 and Governor Stevens of IBSB,had camped a half mle nertheast o
the F:Lsk camps C—ener«’al Sibley named the lake $’ Camp Atch:,son )E?m:l.lvmg Canbain

Atch:l.son's mother but the name faded out.‘




In closing the campa’ign,it was General Siblayﬁs plan to cover a wide area in

returning to Ft Snelllng i Minn. He ~Intrnded to send flanking parles out from

main body to make a display of farceﬁ to any Indians who might llnger in the

country . One of these partles dlverged to the south or right of the magin tra il,

the point of seperatlon belng near Camp Burt, or to be exactson seetion 3-T.Tili- R.59.
This was about three miles east of Hannford ﬁi%ga the morning if IBtﬁmEl;g;el Samiel Me-
Phail of the Ist Minn, MNounted langers was detached with five companles of cavalrv and

a cannon to scout down the Sheyennece river past Bear Den Hill,where Fort Ranson was
located in 186?, thea?e back to Minnesota. The trail he 1aid out was;later the Ft Ransor
Fort Totten trail.

The.lhf&nt?y from Sibley's column was given brief leave at their homes in .-
Winnesota bef _ore being sgnt south to take part in the Civil Wangn.The Minnesota,
Rangersrwefé disbaﬁdeé andxreorganized into the 2D Minn. and served with General Sully
in 186h,wést‘éiﬁphe_MiSSQﬁri.

The buffaiO'were nearly gone,the Indians ,subdued and sullep ,were hended onto
reservaﬁions and no longer a danger to the Minnesota sebtlements “which were quick %o

expand and sweep over the wegstern prairies. The Sibley expedition was now history.




Units in the Sibley expedition of I863. Dana Wright
Jan . 25th’ I961

On June I6th,I863 the expedition left Camp Pope,Minnesota for the campaign against
the Sioux Indians.The camp was named for Major General John Pbpé,commanding the _
Military District of the Nortwest.It was locgted on the Minngsota river a few miles
up the river from Fort Ridgley. The staff consisted of

Henry Hastings Sibley, %figadier Gemeral of Volunteers in command

R.C.0lin,captain, acting adjuﬁént general.

Fdwagrd Corning,captaln,quartermaster.

William H.Forbes,captain of commissarye.

T 1lliam H.Kimbéll,captain,assistant quartermaster ,in charge of pontoon
train. '

Douglas Popesecaptainjaide de camp.

Charles B.Atchison,captain, assistant commissary and acting ordnance

officer o E
o

£ J.F.Holt Beever 2d Lt. volunteer aid(from Biditsh army )
Stepken R Riggs, chaplain —inteprpreter.
Transportation.
225 wagons for vommissary storesseach drawn by six mules.
20 wagons for ordnance.
IT wagons for pontoons,
2 wagons fop artillery.
I9 wagons for supplies for 38 companies.
8 wagons for regimgntal headquérteres.
2 for general headquarteps, in addition there wepe several ambulanc.s
and some private bransportation for sutflerssbeef contractors,
and surgeons., IAbddrE= a cattle herd of several hundred head wepe

driven along by the contracter,George Brackett, to supply fresh meat.

The military units w epe;
Sixthg regiment Minnesota infantry,under Colonel Crooks;B860,men.

Seventh -—- _ C:4;nﬁ/rﬁarshall 740 men.

: Tenth _ Colonel Béker FﬁjBJm@n
Artillery,8 guns - Bt Captain Jones %ihBrmen
Indian scouts———- - et Sl | Hajor

§ _ L
‘Minnesota Mounted rangers(cavalry) - = Colonel MePhai

Total number of men nearly L0OO.



B ;Soldj.ers pay. of ?SIB 00 per month,was paid when convenient to the army paymastersg
;soms{:imeslﬁ.t would be’ months ‘between thosé visits. The paper money issued by the
:J.,;,r,-_g@vermnent was h%nly dlseounted “so there was little to spent 'at the _sutj{lers i
“-mwhé had to have cash on the barrel or no aeal.

The liquor carriey aleng was probably to be so,@l to the officers who were more
likely to have money for such things. ‘

On the march from Camp Pove the 'ﬂtbhison on the mroriing of July Ith there was
a heavy shower and the men were soaked, on arrlval ‘at ¢amp S:Lbley issued an order tha:r .

the men ceald/\purchase a Iec dmnk of‘ whlskejz i‘mm{;he sublex-s,

ln tak:l.ng the heal E;:of the column on 'bhe ‘march and

i

""'ji’{ ex ,ape sq me. of the dust

The Infantry un:d:.s rotatep

the lea.ding eol:umn had ari a j.am’c.a;zrse in some wa:sfs;

- that envel@ped ‘the re of the colurn a.nd would get i‘lnifst b choﬁlsé of camp

greund on: arr:wal at t.he days stom'plng places the column was neaz- f:we mn.l% in

1ength and % :'e rear elements would not arv'lve 'blll hours a:t‘ter the hea,é oﬁ' the

columns had 'gone 1111;0 camp. : o _ o
ach canTp Was na,med for one of the off:.ces in +he exnedltlon startlnsz w-ith

£ camp-made—im-Himespta and on through

the llst. @f F:Leld and s’saff‘ offlcers s doctars a.nd most of the Gapta;nﬁ before the

expedltlon dlshande# at F@r’e Snelllng in the fall of 186'%. ;

el




Basic Civil War rationifood for one man for ons Day Dana Wright .
Feb, 22d, I96I

" 3/h 1bs pork or bacon,or I & I/l 1b fresh or salt beef.

T1b & 2 . Flour oy bread , or I? %? hard bread.

and for every 0O rations there was also issued 8 gte dried
= peaf or beans , or I0 1bs rice.

Mso I0 lbs sugar coffee;T5 1bs sugar;l qbs vinagersX 7-I/2
1bs candlessl 1bs soap and 2 gts. salt.

In active field work,the rations frequently could not be delivered and the i
men went without or begged,bought op pluhdered what they could,the shortages
were rarely replaced.

The ration was sufficient when men wepe in camp and had equipment to bpke or
cooksin the field it was offen wasted, *

Clogthing in Givil War days was often of shoddy quality;comtracters could mob
secure enough & good suprlies to meet the sudden enoymous demands made
by the government.

Also transportation was slow and overloaded and suprlies could not be delivered
when and where needed, again the men went short,the newly ragised units in the
armies of the Northwest wepe far from source of supply and were frequentdy
short of the most necessary supplies. ‘

When General Sibley set out to abtack the Indian el in the fadl of I862
at times his men only had L rounds egch. The men was mostly farm rais.d or
frontiersmen,and could take care of themsglves,the officens wepe Hmosdy as

little trained as the men and did not know how about managing on training
mhmwmﬁ%néMMW?kﬂdb

. 5%
Arms: By 1863 Sibley's men were fairly/well equipped,they carried- long
muzzle loading Springfield muskets of @fhs calibre,the bullete were
atbtached to a paper cartridge containing the powder charge, the soldier
was supposed to bite off the bullet wnd hold it in his teeth while the powder
was poured into the muzzle of the piece,then the paper and bullet was rammed ty
‘home with g steel .rod ecarried under the barrel of tie gun. Then a coPPgQ %ﬁs&fzf
‘was pldced én' the nipple’ and thé gin was ready to be fired.The bullets were :

=

- of the Minie patemt,with a partly hollpw base which expandsd when the powder
- was fired,causing the lead to spread and catch the rifling gnd caused the bullet
to rotate and go straighter.

Part of the equipment was a triangular steel b@oﬂeﬁaﬂried in a scabbard, and
which could be attached to the muzzle of the piece,the eartridges wepe carried in
2 leather pouch with the caps,these were fastened with the bayonst to a leather
-walst belt .A common head gegl) was a Frenech "kepi" or eap,with a visor,the top
was a flat metal disc.later it becashe more practical to use a western hat.

i .é‘x';;rs,wqre\high leaég.".boots reaching above the Isi;ee, the enlisted me"rope shoed

Off: _ :

and the field they tied. a string around e%l{a e she pants to: keep dirt

out. All'men. carried a canmvas covered cantéfion a sl 1" over the shoulder.
They were equiped witht he poncho or rubber blanket asn .shelter half. Most

. .men carried a quart tin cup and some Sort of a tin plate or small fry pan with
necessary eating tools.




A1l officers and cavalry men were arméd'with swords,heavy usless things,that we,.e
frequently lost or broken,these were suspended by a sling on the left sid‘e and -
attached to a belt,rumor says that the men would drive the blades of weagon into tie
ground and attach t.he:'ir horses so they could graze with out straying! in emergencies
they could mow a little grass or slash brances off brush and even be used as@;pit

to roast small game,but that was - not approved as the heat waoukd draw the temper

out of the hlade. - '
Infantry men armed with ba;roné?s have been known to use the shank as a

candle holder, the s}qarp ﬁint could be driven intotk ground or into soft wood.

it also would hold meat, if any on hand,or stir hard bread frying in bacon fat.

Legky e_aﬁteens'would be split and proviée two shallow dishes oy fry pans,in these

bgnnocks could be baked or coffee beans cracked for usesthey were light and conven;_;;g‘gnt,

but had no handles attached. Matches were a smallsulphur headed stick that burned with

g sput’c,ering_blue flame and chqgk_ingcodgr. _

Rarely some man carried a stmait edged ragor along and ié there slauld be a

gqmbination of waterssoap and 1eisufe f_whiskers would be _r_nowed_ off, but that was a -
'“”“”'F&ﬁ§ﬁ§““%7*iﬁ‘*%Hé”f**la“br”bn a“mo%éiéf?icé;g”éééﬁéa t6“Eé"ﬁ}oua”of”%ig%ﬁuéﬁﬁf -
covering of thea:f- faces and few plctures in Civil Ward’ days show any smdth faced
mensunless they were young boys. Slbleyvse:’nc;szpto have heen only partly adorned with
whiskers, he wore a mou_sfq.#,nc}b and small goatee,p0531b13: more when on the long trip
to the Misscuri. \

Few tents wepe in use in the summer of IB63, ai% for the ke adquarters ahdx
ranking officers,also the cooks; hospitals and supply tents.The men set up their shelter
tents, twb men to a tent,or 1ay out in the open. There is mentien by—s--bm'é ;af' the
men, of overcoatssif they wepe equlpued with such, the7 were carried in the company
wagons with the nonchoas and surplus equlpment. o - _

Toxuries wepe rare and ex'penswe,a list furnished by Enech Eastman, a teamster
with Sibley gives the following prices:( at the sutlers wagen)

Whiske%r per Pint, $I.00— brandy per bﬂttle(l“ P:a.rrl:.%r &2 .O%(sold enly on oi‘fa.ee_a.s

order . )

Cheese per 1b. -350 chewing tobacco $.I.60.

Nuts " 210 Smoking " JJO@ '
Raisons or figs:40 . = Dried. beef JJD 30
Oysters per canI. OO , Herring 3 for Sc. - o

B0 s lsebot*le#IOO
_ %‘f@%’fﬁinghﬂfgx 5 B o e b T monehis 38 b



