- A telephone message to Coro.
ner Bergstrom Tuesday morn-
ing conveyed the startliny in-
formation that W. A. Baker was
dead — having  shot himself
through thé lower part of the
heart with a shotgun. The coro-
ner immediately drove down to
the Baker farm to take charge
of affiirs and called the follow-
ing jury: Ed Ladbury, Jonas
Shoemaker, Wm. Saar, Henry
Cartis acting as clerk. Itséems
that deceased had been brooding
over the renting of-his farm
and the fact that he had rented
same at too low a rental, His
fumily lived at Valley City where
the childfen are attending school
and he was worryingaboutliving
along on the farm and various
other matters, that from the
tone of his'last letters written in-
dicate that his mind was un-
balanced at the time the deed
was.committed, Tuesday morn-
ing he and Theodore Kelson, the
renter of the farm, got up as
usual, Mr. Baker was to get
breakfast while Kelson went to
|the barn to do the chores and
| was to be called when breakfast
was ready. Not getting a call
after being out for a long time
Kelson went to the house and
found Baker lying dead on the
floor. The brief report of the
jury which we give-here will ex-
plain the details: “The gun
near the door with barrel point-
ing towards the body and blood
on the barrel with the right hand
barrel discharged, the left hand
barrel being still loaded, a piece
of stick waslying near the gun
slightly spattered with blood
(Itis supposed that he used this
stick to discharge the gun.) The
right arm smeared with blood
very little The vest buttoned,
slightly burned. The hole pene

trating the breast between the
2d and 3d button, about two in-
ches to the left, the shot wound
on the lower apex causing al-
most instant death Body in
common position lying on the
floor six feet from the muzzle of
the gun. The right hand ex-
tended, left fixed on chest.”

We the coromer’s jury find
that W. A. Baker deliberately
committed suicide by evndanca
of his own hand writing.

Ep. LADBURY.
JONAS BHOEMAKER.
WM. SAAR.




