Theodore Larson Friday afternoon
od gullty In ‘:m eo;n at

Forks to four first
e siaye

er charges
:‘ud“ bis wife, her’two sisters, and
) brother-in-law Bear Jlaten
Tharsday. He was sentonced
fmprisonment |0 the state
tary at Bismarck by

“w.o""". showed but slight elgps of

ling whea brought.lntg comrt to
:-m his sentence. time
petore however he had ag'.:
and wept whil ot
idu'u'lu st & photo studio, .
“It's too bad 1 dope " waw_hid
expression of regret to the Nelson
county sheritt whe took him to
Grand Forks. Y
:"l'.h Killings followed s Bttempt
on the of Larson

part to Dosaes-

slon of his chlld who had been tak-
en by his wife to her sisters’ home
pear Kloten when she left Larson’s
farm near Edluburg on sceount of
brutal treatment.

The four vietims of Larsom's at-
tack are:

Mrs Nellle Larson, aged 33, wife
of the slayer ~
. Two sisters, Helen Quanbeck, 36,
and Emma Quanbeck. 37 years old

Olaf Arneson, Larson's brother-in-

law.

Following the Kkillings ' Larson
poured kerosene over the bodics and
et fire to them. He then took the
child, aged four, the quarrel over
which caused the tragedy and fled
o8 borseback. He rode to the home
of his father. Finger Larson, three
miles distant, where he calmly wait-
o until a posse of 256 mem arrived
tom McVillee He was disarmed
widout a struggle, and taken to
MeVille.

M. Larson’s two brothers were
from the farm at the time
LB dooting took place. Al-

g vas {n town, and the other,
““Jk was out hunting.

" lon arrived at the Quanbeck
~#m betweon 3 and 4 o'clock Thurs-
@y afternoon. He went to the tromt
@ and galned admittance. His
¥Whoaad two sisters werd In the
. ®om and Thor Knutson, an aged

Native of (he Quanbeck family,
¥4 [a bis room on the second floor
of the house.

Aeeording to Knueson, dLarson im-
Bediately demanded that his child
Yo had been taken to Kloten by
1 vife when she left his tarm near
Bdisdurg be eithor turned over to

or he be permitted to rrmain

# the Quanbeck farm with his wite

ad The child was in the
feom at the time.

Mrs. Larson refussd both demands.

larson then attempted to take the

@ild by force whereupon the three

LE:MURDER COST

LIVES OF FOUR NELSON
" COUNTY.YOUNG PEOPLE
Women, _M-'Siten. and One Man Are Victims of Murder-

ous Fiend, Last Thursday Afternoon—Life Sentence
Given Murderer—Large Funeral Sunday.

.\‘

women threw themselves upon him.

Larson drew a Luger pistol and

opened fire, the first bullet appar-

outly effect on Helen Quan-

beck, one of the slaters who was in-

o ~Larson then turned

1 ontlis < wife and _killed

, while the third sister, Emma,
ang Lo

the te ue to send call
for help to Olaf Arneson who lived
nearby. 8he got her call through
ta Armeson; but her appeal for help
was cut short ‘by a pistol bullet
which killed .
Heard over Phone
Arneson beard the shot over the
telephone, and jumping on a horse
hastened to the Quenbeck farm. In
the meantime Larson proceeded to
heap the bodies together and pour
kerosene over them.

Knutson got out of the second
story window to the woodplle which
was close to the house and as
neson rode up he shaf§ed to him
to be careful.

Larson, however, met (he would-
be rescuer In the front yard, and
opened fire on him, the first bhullet
siriking him in the stomach. A sec-
ond bullet struck him o the hip
and a third fn the Tead Tho last
bullet proved fatal

Jired
Larson then set fire to Whe bodies
and jumping on Arnbson’s. korde
with his little daughter rode t¢ his

expressed his will
Grand Forks' asd

ton. He walved this howsvers a8
ngness 10
plead ~gillty

once. 3 ?
Larson was 35 years old. He
his wife had been married
five years. Both formerly lived
the vicinity of Kloten. '
m

[ X% ] ]

Wite
For the last three years
and his wife had lived near
butg, where Larson was eng:
farming. Baveral
sttacked his wife
injuries upon her.
As a result of this trextment Mre.
Larson went tu the sty ¥ attorady
of Walsh- county and ontered &
clarge of assault and battery
ainst Larson. He was convicted
the charge and relessei on paYs
ment of a fine. Mrs. Larson, huw
over, refused to live with him
longer, and went to the home of
relatives near ten,

. §

Larsen bis property near Ed-
inburg, but fersisted, it appears i
efforts to affect a reconciliatlon
with his wife, and at his request,
Ivar Dahl, the Walsh county state's
Attorney wrote a letter to Mra,
Larson asking her to come to Grai-
ton last Wedngsday for a confer-
ence with her huhband. Bhe declip-
¢d to do this however, taking
gkround that such & conferemce
would do no good.

Larson himself falled to show Wiy
at Grafton at the time appointed
and it was thought that he must
have gone to Kioten about that
time with a view of getting pusags-
afon ofthe child. |

Both the Walsh and Nelson county
authorities express the view that
Larson Is entirely sane althou¢h
he appears to feel no remorse fo. |
his acts.

‘Theodore Larson left for the pen-
Itentlary at Bismarck Baturday eve-
ning jn custody of officers to start {?
serving his life sentence which (ob"
lowed his confession to the murders. |¢

More (han 2,000 people gathered -
at tee Norway Lutheran church pn |
Bunday afternoon to pay their lagt|
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father's farm, which was close by

Roy Hagen, employed on the
Quanbeck farm, and Albert Lee, a/
nelghbor were attracted by the

flames and hastened to the house |
They ox.inguished the blaze, which |
hpd however charred the bodles to
a considerable extent They then
sent word to McVille of what had
occurred.

In the meantime Larson had gone
to his father's farm. He permitted
himself to be dlsarmed., but for
greater security was tled hand and
foot. In a short time a posse of 26
men which had been bastily organ-|
fzed by the McVille authorities ar-|
rived on the scene and lLarson was
taken tu McVille and placed o the
town jail  Sheriff Louls Bakie at
Lakota was immediately notired

Lynching Threatened

The sheriff: ‘started for McVille
at once by auto and arrived there
jnst in time probably to prevent a
lypehing as u large crowd had as-)
pembled around the jail making
threats The sheriff torced his way |
through tne crowd however and
after some diffculty succeeded {0

gotting his prisoner futu his aulo-
moblle safely
Lakota when
the night
Early Friday morning Larson wis

was rushed (o
kept during |

He
he was

examina-

calle¢ for

& preliminary

Courtesy of Fargo Trihupe

uadyuple killing dear Kloten

¥ u.:_ 1, was shot by her ln‘-::l:.

wo weeks before, when -

- t- of their lo-r-ru:;ld d-:.c::
was

as killed as per of

i weglan and

reapects to Mry. Theodore Larsgn,
Helen and Emma Quanbeck and Olaf
Arneson, the four murder victims
of Thoodore Larson, and followl
\mpressive services at the c'ul%‘
the four were borne to the grave y‘
14 lfelong friends of 4he Quanbeck
.amily. The cemetery surrounds the
church bullding and one large grave |
« irod the four caskets |
wizo the services began omly

one hour after noon, fully two L:c.-

a4 prople coming from
rounties had already thered The
hurch was packed and the alter
waus lined with friends of the family
Hundreds who could not get Into
the bullding sat in the automoblles
crowded close around the bullding
in such a way that they could hear
the services

The four caskets almost buried
with flowers, the gifts of hundreds
of friends, stood before the alter A
cholr from the Lutheran Free
church at McVille sang two hymaos
end Rev. O P Grambo of the same
church asaisted Rev Harold Buch of
the Norway church with the servic
es. Mr Grambo speaking In Nor-
Mr Bach speaking In
both Norwegian and English  Ole
Johnson of McVille sang a sclu In
English and Thor Quanbeck, cousin
to three of the murder victims, a

siudent at Augsburg  Theolugical |
seminary st Minneapolis, spoke '
briefly of his three cousins The

audlence sang (wo English bymns
The Interfor of the church buliliog
was heavily draped In black |

Pollowing the services the f.ur
us were borne from the church
(o the grave by the iwenty foar rall-
bearers, all members of ehurches of
which Mr Bach s pastor and nearly
all fitelong friends of the four muar-
der vietims Tha regalar ritualistic

services were pronounced at ‘he
grave by Rev Bach and .the i.ur
bodies were lowered to thelr raal

ves'ing place




