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of Jessie, which occwrted auring e
Aas-shocked i€ conuuulLy beyolm Ca-
‘Words are tutile to describe the calamity which has be-
Wmm the manner m which this most l

It was about six: odockMy‘ evening, when Mr. Heuluﬂ‘
left his home to go to his farm, just a short distance west |
across the road, now e Johin percherl, wirere ne intend-

the intention ot Mrs. Retziatl to |
at home owing to a severe cold. | I'e
he reached his destination, wul

- lgpown,” though n 1s the opimon ol

£ oo b onrd b

to dis-

in the - Mneu. when he approachcd them. ',
a logical conclusion as his footprints in the snow revealed
had<passed nearby and continued om his way southwest- ',

tzlaff awoke at twe o'clock Wednesday morning, bui |

s absence then, as 1t was very
es of his friends and remain o\ -

of the children from the Bercherl farm stop-
nex{ mornng on her wa !

Retziaff learned that he had Bbt been there as ¢
She lmmedinw went to the Bercherl home and received trom °
tion corroborating the statements ol the little girl. *
welfare became aeute whin this was learned, and :
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(o school, Mrs.
e had planned.

a party started outf in sedrch of him. Tracks in the snow near the'
leading southwestward, endin
‘straw stack on the Emil Lowe farm. about two miles distant,
where the body was discovered, dead. Mr. Lowe was the first lo
discover him, although the dis¢o\ery was merely accidental as he °

at a

absence or that searching parties :

:_i’wem m quest of him. Mr. Lowe, too, had been spendiny the

night away from home. and when =

he returned in the morning he no-
tced that ome of his straw splacks ©

or Cash

spent for food. i
lay, and so large
mind it is appar-
o carefully con-

einod pursued—
her ordered over
pation being giv-
' being kept of 5
nuch the orders

woman eof -the
1 she expected;
| been pursued.

N been set on fire. Curious to'
who might have dene’it and
thas o visit o he,’ i‘
“ht seveal a clue/ pi ‘
W go there and Investigate "In !
efrcling the stack he noticed & dark °
object in the snow and At first thot |
It struck him as being a calf. but ®
on closer examination he found it|'
to be the form of s man, bt did|"
not remain o scrutinize it carefully ;°
enough to learn the identity, When |
he was leaving the stack to go 10|
Cooperstown o Inform the author.
fttes of what he had seen, one of )
the Bercherl boys approached. u‘."

wld Mr. Lowe thai he was in search

of Mr Rewlaff The t(wo thén °
went where the body was lying and |
recognized It as being Mi Retz- ¢
laft

Attaching all detalls, 1t 1s be-

lieved that Mr Hewzlufl became lost ©
and in his wanderjogs finally land-”,

ed et the straw siack. Realising} ’
his pilight he decided to reml.m
there until dawn w0 get his bear.!®
ings. He then lay down to rest,'
lighting his pipe as he did so It °
is thought he fell asleep. the pipe
dropping from his wouth, igniting

the straw from the ralling sparks,
He must have remained in this po-

sition unul being awakened by the
fire. which had by thal time caught'
in hig clothing He left the stack
and indications show that be bad.
rolled tn the snow in an endeavor
to extinguish (he flames’ Becom- '
ing exhausted with the struggle,’
he naturally coliapsed at the merey
of his buruing clothes, and that|
torture. with the added exposure
to the cold, ended n death.

The above theory ig the only one
given credence by Jessie people. No
thought of suicide can be enter-
tained nor was there any evidence
of foul play,

It is beyond Tbe Times to con-
“cefve of a more tragic accideat :

Mr. Retzlafl was born n Germany, '
!opumber 18. 1853 He s sur-
vived by his widow and five child. '
ren, who ere Emil A, of Jessle. :
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Adolph H, of Sutton: Mrs. G A
+Rothert, of Clearfield township

/Mrs. Heary Frederck, of Canads;




