
DAKOTA LEGISLATURE. 

YANKTON, Jan. 20.—The legislature Is mak
ing a very good beginning in avoiding special 
legislation, which is forbidden by the organic 
act, but which the legislators "heretofore, have 
nnt always fuily regarded. } •Jtri 
Hickena has introduced : & •• /Tlill 
extending the time when taxes shall become 
delinquent from the fourth Monday in Febru
ary to the fourth Monday in May. This waa 
(lone in order to accommodate farmers of 
North Dako a. When the biU wlis ottjected^to 
its sponsor - beeame. n'ettlecU; '- Finally 
it was amended j ''••• Mi J v<to in. 

rt.A 
passed one or two other bills changing individ
ual nam"8, which should bo d>ne by the 
courts: but those measures, while special, are 
harmless, and will go through without the 
governor's signature. Mr., Burdiek introduced 
a bill which "will be of generrd interest. It de
fines ftie fees of clerks of district courts. 
The code says the fees shall be the same as in 
the Un ted States district court, and refers 10 
the Unitad Sfertw revised statutes As the»e 
statutes-''', ; lire.'' • ;riot : {, igenjoriii^jf; .'j -= acces-.; 
sible, ttio ' public" do riot know 
whether the . clerks charge proper 
feea or not. Bnr.liek's bill nitkes no 
decider1, change, but makes the knowledge defi
nite. In the house Mr. Wanner, from the com
mittee on Territorial affair.-, reported favorably 
the bill to orsa daJ ami1 maintain theUniversity 
of itakota, located a; v$rtttii)ko.?V Wi<h atiitfehii-
lneiits and fuvorablo recommendation. Tho bill 
tiassed. Bills to incorporate (the jvill.ige: of 
Buffalo and to ameuil the ' acts; incprporating 
Jlatidau and Graud Fork'*, liayar been intro-. 
duo id. Mr. Wagner introduced a bill which in* 
effect provides that the town of Springfield be 
required to dona'o twenty iustaad of eighty 
acres of land in order to secure a normal 
school under the act parsed two years ago. The 
bill authorizing the t.nvn t>f' Huron - to ls^uo 
$18,000 in 8 tier er-nt bonds, in order to fund 
outstanding warrant* and bmld a school house, 
was favorably reported, with an amendment 
providing "that the measure must 
lirst receivo the absent of a 
majority of vo'ors in the said school district 
A bill will be introduced Monday to erect the 
county of Hale out of the eastern portion of 
Lawrence county. Deadwond is the county 
seat of Lawrence, and is in the western part? of 
the county, which is nearly : liiuety 
miles front • a*t to west. The mints are in the 
western portion, while the eastern foothills are 
populated by farmers who are anxious to be 
severed from the mining region withattendiug 
high taxes. The coufatry is-: large enough 
for two and the bill is likely.1: to pASa 
'J'he bills creating Raymond andBeefeer coun
ties aro exciting some interest, as . there are 
uieB here who hopo to profit from .the 
enduing county seat tri9mess. i'he 
Devil's Lake new county scheme is 
quiet Little opposition will develop 
against these counties, as.the.new ones created 
are largo enougv., sua .ne amsiqji merely a 
question of time. It is asserted, however, that 
some difficulty has been found ih defining 
what will probably be the principal county of 
that section, on account1 of tho location 
of the county seat at a central 
point where the railroad people 
will be sure t> go. Tho scheme to dividu Bon-
homtuo and Hutchinson into four counties, an 
account of which was given yesterday, is quiet 
Its supporters have b.ieu working* bard for 
several days, and it is satd they are not elated 
over tha prospoct for euccesa. The 
lobbyists have gone homo for tho present 
without having fixo.l things as they desired. 
It is said that Zicbaeb, councilman, and Robin
son, repremjutnitfJ, both of Scotland, favor 
the scheme, tvliilu- Capt. Wagner, liobiusou's 
colleague, is ctrougly opposing the m anure. 
Tho latter thinks tho plan has no prospect for 
siiceus.*, and tiis words are doubtless true; for 
a body o. men who would vote tor these bills 
would pass alnios*-vuytli:ng in the lino of legis
lation. 

YANKTON, Jan. 22.—Both branches of the. legis
lature to-day accepted the invitation of tho Phil 
Kearney Grand Army post to attend tile lecture of 
Judge Edgertcn Wednesday evenintr. Mr. Walsh 
introduced a ln'worial, asking that congress make 
no change in the present homestead and 
pre-emption laws, which passed its third 
reading under a suspension of the rules. Mr. Bur-
du.Vs memorial for increased membership in tho 
con ncil to twenty-live and the house to seventy-
fl v e, was read a second time and referred to the 
committee on printing. It has been suggested to 
amend the memorial by providing that tho Ter
ritory bear the. increased expense. Walsh's 
motion for the appointment of an appor
tionment committer of five prerailed. Mr. 
Nicketis introduced a bill authorizing the county 
commissioners of any county having iurisdietion 
over unorganized territory to grant licenses to sell 
liquor in such unorganized territory. Mr. Burdick's 
bid, providing for tire eseaoes in hotels, passed. In 
the house tha bill granting relief to sufferers from 
hail storms in Lawrence county passed, also the 
bill authorizing Huron to issue bonds to tako up 
warrants, and erect a school building. Mr. Bice's 
bill, punishing rap;1 nt on children ujider ten yenra 
witti deatti was unfavorably 'oporteiT.Tana iost. ~5fr. 
Benson introduced a bin to incorporate the 
vihage of Elleudale, Dickey county; also 
to authorize that school distrtirt to 
issue bonds; by Allred, to incorporate the village of 
Buffalo, Cass county. 

THE DEVIL'S LAKE COUNTRY. 
Mr. Wilson will introduce a bill erecting Benson 

county, takine t-.vo tiers of the townships from 
Ramsey and three from De Smet. A glance at the 
map will show that a town near the extreme 
Northwest and of Devil's lake will be near the 
central portion of this new county. This is the 
third new county tuns far heard from in the Devil's 
lake country and still there is more to follow. 
While there may not be much that is 
objectionable in the bills creating these 
new counties, it will be generally noticed 
that a towndte has been picked and tho -jonnties 
denned so as to fit the townsite. It is rumored 
to-night that some interesting proceedings will 
shortly develon in relation to the Devil's Lake 
country,involving the organization of Ramsey coun
ty, as it now stands, and the erection of these new 
counties. The matter is quiet as yet, but a mem
ber who knows something about it says: "Look 
out for breakers. I have uo fear of this legisla
ture doing anything that will not bear the 
light of day, though of course combina-
tious for local interests may boom." Several 
members of the house said to-day in regard to tne 
proposed coanty of Backer. to be formed from the 
southern portion of Uansom, that while no objec
tion existed to forming a new county they have 
decided objections to the name. Mr. 
Becker is a young man—a fresh young 
-man, they say—and they can see no reason for 
hoaoriug him in this way. The bill will pass, I 
think, bat the name will be changed. Matters at 
Washington are watched with much lntere>t by 
members of ttoe legislature and the evening daily 
to-night reflects a tolerably general sentiment 
when it says that there is a strong disposition h: 
legislative circles to 

TAKE HOLD OF THE STATEHOOD QUESTION 
independent of congress. If that body fails to act 
favorably upon the matter, the popular pkn is to 
arrange for a constitutional convention 
and to make provision for the selection 
of two United Senators and one representative, the 
counties south of the forty-sixth parallel to par
ticipate in convention proceedings and elections. 
This can be done without overstepping con
stitutional bounds. A Territory has a 
•right. to adopt a State constitution 
and demand of congress' a recognition 
of its right, also to choose congressional represen
tatives and ask that they be accorded, seats and 
votes. The feeling is that all work in the direction 
of a amission shou.il not be left in the bauds of dis
interested parties at Washington, but that people 
of Dakota should th^mselve* crowd matters upon 
the attention of tiie general government. In 
connection with thesi or»ceeainiis a oro-
vision snouia b« made" fSr securing 
an accnrate census of North . and 
south Dakota, together with statistics" of growth, 
productions and financial standing. Armed with 
convincing facts and figures of this natara, even a 
Democratic c mgress cannot, without committing 
an outrage, deny us Statehoid. The proposed ac
tion is cot without precedent, many o£ the States 
having performod the preliminary work before 
their cases went to congress. 

YANKTON, Dak.. .Ian. 2U.—In the council tli 
bill making the graud jury to consist of not 
more than twenty-three .nor less than sixteen 
passed, also the memorial to congress asking 
for increased representation. The memorial 
provided that the additional expense be borne 
by the Territory. Also, tue bill providing for 

destruction hbrsei afflicted with gland 
frn, after frialtby juiy. ' Walsh gave notice of 
a Bill to remove (he capital from Yankton The 
fortunate (tUcc was not mentoned, but the an-
nehfaoemopt tnade.quite a.stir. In the house 
the following bills'wure introduced: 
r" By"Mtv Behsoti: Bedticiog length of residence 
iian.fss:iry tor njcjiarre^ pu'inc trom nine; month* to 
ninety dtfs; bjj. Mr^van1 Wert, e&tnpttaiz.froin 
:a*»ti<>n,fQt tw ydlisiior^' acres^ whtch contain 
fl*». acjjfs tj| Kigwinfcimifcer. if. tv 

Quite a lively skirmish took place in the 
lion-e to-day on an amendment of the bill rie-
titiing the boundaries of Mandivn county. The 

.amo;u'lme>it provided tuat.tne people uvuig in 
. tha> portion of Lawreuce couuty to be placed 
in Matnlan county should not fee releas -d by 
the Bct'fic^n navmg iheii* s':are of tli" bonded 
inil bte.|ne-H of Liwrenco ooutity. Mr. lice 
opposed this and »tio;igly deuonnced al. 
tho parties., who .had a .haud 

;iu'.' "ereiiiiaK . th6- ^;ioimjhio ; ipdebtediiesH 
-of;, JjawiV'iSoii/ donnty, mctitiocing Jndi?e 

Moody as especially rcsponfible. Mr. 
litco gave notice of a bill which is bound to 
ct i ate much interest in railroad circles. Tho 
bitl will amend Cha:\ 4(5 of laws of the ses
sion of 1870. Tb:s is the chapter upon rail-
,tva,js, and aiiy.approa,vh towarus that subj. ct 
; ii}w*js ariiu<«-s' inprast.. ' Mr.' Rico was in er-
Vieweii regariiihg nis ftitehtrons," ana eata the 
bill wheu introduced woulil provide for the 
local taxation of railronl propbrty, 'tin place; of , 
tho presi-n'. system ^lf tax ttf.ou;uyon: tlio gtiss-' 
recap's of ra'froad-compa^ieS -His moashre 
will bo cituilar to thoso so .hotly 
contested atid defeated- at the last ses
sion of the leg sla'aire. Tho various tailroad 
e trporations wnicU tiave done much to develop 
Daltottv are iippo^od to flio'chaii^eiirtlie system 
of t.axAtibn pr^posVd.' Mr'. Tow.'.or give hoflco 
m t!ie house of the introduction of a bill which 
will eftuse eomo stir, as it is in effect a sort of 
d- ciara'ion of war against the governor on.the 
I art of cei t till northern niemlers. Tho titlo 
of tho proposed bill announced is: 

An act to amend Sees. 1 and Ch ip. 21 of 
the noiuieal code. Sees. 1 and '2, of Chaji. — of the 
code, which provides that whenever tifty or more 
voters or ai^unorgniilzeu vctumy ..Viet!!!on ttie.itov-
erno^of the Territory forsorgantzijtion, and-he'shall 
tjeofcnje sstlstted Jh^t tli cotluty has atequisite 
nimih -r of legal voters to entitle it to organization, 
he shall appoint three residents of such county as 
count.1 commissioners and they shall proceed to 
organic-: the cowry. , 
fTlie intent ipt. tho prono'eil^ bjB,'is to take 

from'thie govempr au|liority t )]oirg^iiize''cbun-
tie^ audphies "it in the hand* of ftoute other 
party or partieC Mr. Towner is not certain 
about the (^nurse ip tje jinrsiied, but favo^M giv
ing t > district jnifges u> t ie districts where the 
reorganiaed counties lie tho authority to act in 
such casts by calling a special election in tho 
comity which applies for organisation. Mr. 
Jeraud introduced a biil to prevent the im
portation of Texas and . Cherokee cattle.; it is 
cliiiiddd that these 'cattle 'bring disoas^ with 
them and that native STOCK passing over ground 
on which they have been herded will become 
infected. The health of her native stock is a 
itourca of pride to Dakota, and it would seem 
proper that due care bo tauon to preserve it 
from the inroads of diseases entirely foreign 
to it. 

The council committee on elections bad a 
hearing to-day iu the contested case of McCauly 
against Dona'dsou, with tho best legal itueiit in 
Yanktrin'eniployed. Ilnglios atid Gamblo ap
peared for tins contestant and Tripp and West 
for the pitting member. The contestant was 
heard in full, bu' the defense ajk d for'time, 
as tho poll books tnd oilier important evidence 
wore delayed by tlie snow .blockade. The con
testant asserted that this demand for time was 
meiely to delay tne easa and hold tho seat 
through the ses-ion. Tho cumniitwo ad-
journod for two days. 

YANKTON, Jan. 1M—The legislative session to
day was quiet. The honso judiciary committee re-
norted adversely the bill linking flfiuo the mini
mum license fee and $1,000 the mixiaiutn. ,Tlie 
bill was'than. referred to a.-special committee. 
Many members hope it will far.? better here, as 
they regard a high lieens-t as the proper solution of 
tho temperance issue. Mr. Thompson introduced a 
bill increasing the personal Property exemption 
from #1,500 to $'J,O00. The clause which exempts 
homesteads and different, articles of house furni
ture are repealed bv this bill. House bills pasted: 
Fixing compensation of assessors of Pennington and 
Custer county at $5 per diem; providing for pay
ment of attorney's fees in cases of forcible entry 
and detainer: providing clerks for judiciary com
mittee; incorporating the village of Maudlin. No
tice of house bills: By Mr. II arvojr, to provide for 
the bnilding of a court house and jail in Walsii 
county; by Mr. Nowliu, incorporating Kinid City: 
by Mr. Sterling, to erect a court house and jail in 
Beadle couuty; by Mr. lnman, to provide for cheap 
and uniform text iioolfs in the public 
schools—a much needed measure; by 
Mr. Pyatt, to attach to HicU and 
county portions of eight townships betwe.-n ttiat 
county and the Sisseton reservation, which by nn 
error do not now come within the limits of any 
county. The owners of the land—about 7f>,00b 
acres—are identiliid with Hichland county. There 
are, ill different section* uf tho Territory, manv 
townships which liave been overlooked. A bill is 
now pending to attach twulvo such townships to 
livdo county. Mr. Innun intri du< ed a joint reso
lution providing for adjournment- l'eb. IT.alih'iugh 
tho legislature has autnoriiy to tit until March 10. 
Mr. Towner, who yesterday announced that he 
would introduce a bill to take the 

I'OWEltOF OJS'tAMZrW'i COl'XTinU 
ont of the governor's hands has nut yet don>- so f.;r 
the reason, as several members have said, that he 
has not met with sufficient encouragement in this 
declar i ion of war against, the governor. The true 
inwardness of the situation, as in ar as can be ascer
tained, is that the governor is said IO have for
warded e.ommis-itcH organizing Ramsey county, 
while Towner, Latnoure and Walsh, real estate 
boom"rs. had another set of commissioners picked 
out. though it is said they did not suggest 
th'ir names to the governor or ask the 
appointment of any one until sorn? tiiii * af er. 
Tlie matter will quiet dowr, especially as theini-
iority of the members seem to have no desire for 
any unpleasantness growing oat of the success or 
appointment of town site speculators. In the mat
ter of dividing Bon Homme and Hutchinson 
counties so as to form anew county, of which Scot
land shall be the county seat, and Springfield tbe 
county seat of the remnant of Bon Homme county, 
the McCoy-Dav-Briukeih"ff lobby are at work. 
They have rooms at tbe Jencks. wh>'ie wines aud 
cigars are free for all. McCoy and Day have 
heretofore hold full sway !n Bon Ilomme county, 
and accumulated a large indebtedness. They ave 
fought hard to regain their power, .but without 
success. Tbe meaning of this slicing-uo move
ment is purely for making conntv seats and regain
ing lost power. Ziobach of the council and Robin
son pf tbe house, both residents of Scotland, favor 
the division scheme, while Capt, Wagner, the Bon 
Homme member of the house, stronglv opposes the 
measure. Tne people iu both counties are thor
oughly aroused and are sending Capt. Wagner a 
decided remonstrance. It contains seventy-nve 
signatures from Springfield, while th* other side 
cannot muster over fifty. Eight hundred names 
are expected from Bon Homme, and over 1,000 
from Hutchinson against tbe scheme. 

YANKTON, Dak., Jan. 25.—Mr. Waahabangh 
introduced a resolution in tbe council for ap
pointing a joint committee of t'-ree council in en 
and five representatives to draft a bill for a 
constitutional convention for South Dakota. 
Under a suspension of the rules the resolution 
won immediately put upon its third reading and 
passage without dissent. This would seem to in
dicate that there was a uuanimity of santiment in 
regard to beginning the erection of a .State. It is 
clainvd that history affords precedent* for this 
progtammc. buta member mid to-day that he 
failed to see tho benefit arising from the action. 
Congress already knows that South Bakoti has 
atnp.o population for St itjhool, and if the>-
will not admit her now, they will not after such 
preliminary action.; There is, however, no 
oi iibt of the resolution t assi tg the house. >Ir 
Scobev inMtoduced a bill providing that in case 
a husband or wife si all bo guilty of dei-e.-ti 11 
o sen e.ieed to.oue year's imi lisonment, the 
other Stttty sji'iii have the right tj contro. tha 

ieal estate belonging to bitn or her. Mr. b'eo 
bey also intro iticed a bill wlitch provides that 
in case a debtor shall a'tcmpt to' conceal his 
property, remove tho same from tho Territory, 
or att. nipt to assign it t.> any perst ti, 
or in case credit is obtained bv false' represen
tations, then tne debtor shall be entitled to no 

X' mptious except such as aro defined as abso 
lute. 

A LIVELY DISCUSSION 
t ok place in the council over a bill providing 
that- iu case of a petition of seven residents of 
a couuty, tbo district a toiney shall take an ap • 
peal to the district court fro'iu any decision of 
couoty commissioners, provided "that in tho 
opinion of the district a toruey there is suf
ficient ground for die appeal. The bill was 
recommitted House bills introduced: 

By Mr. Pyatt, to attach certain unorganized ter
ritory to Richland county; by Mr. Tyclien, requir
ing ministers to file their credentials with registers 
of deeds before they can perform the marriage 
ceremony, and to examine at least one of the can
didates under oath as to tho legal qualifications of 
both candidates; by Mr. Harvey, for building a 
court house aud jail in Walsh county; by Mr. 
Riuehart, for the protection of sheep, horses, cattle 
and other animals against vicious dogs. , ... 

Holist, bills passed: 
To amend the laxv establishing a normal school 

at Spriugfield, by decreasing the donation of land 
required from Pighty to twenty acres: exempting 
from taxation for ten years forty acres of 
land which contains five acres of growing limber; 
reducing the time of residence required for tiwalifi-
cations as notary from nine to three mouths; legal
izing the acts of Edwin T. White as notary public, 
who hat inadvertently used his seal after the expi-
ratiou of hi*, commission; rnukiug it unlawful to 
till quail iu Dakota for live years, amemlej so as to 
exclude Yankton, Clay nnd Bon Homme counties. 

JUMIU MOODY'S COMPENSAT ON. 
Tho legislative asaomblv two years ago passed 

» bill over the governor's veto, giving Judge 
Moody .fli. lOO extra salary, liis sal.try from 
tho Unit' d.States government is $U,OU<>, which 
was payable out of the funds in tho trea-uruM 
of the counties of tho Black Hills. This extra 
-alary was made a preferred c aim against the 
Hiils conn'y and was to bo m anted only ,-o 
long as Judge Moody was the judical incum
bent. This unforliuiate measure has caused 
much adverse criticism against tho judge. It 
is asserted. that tho taxpayers in tho Hills are 
almost unanimous in their opposition to the 
law Mr. ltinhart has given notice that ho will 
introduce a bill repealing the law. Nothing 
now has developed iu the lino of excite
ment caused by Mr. Powers' announce
ment of his " intention to introduce 
a bill to change the method of organizing coun
ties. It is said tho bill has been drawn, and 
that ii will provide that on tlio application of 
an unorganized county tho judgoof tho district 

.court of the district in which tho applying 
^ounty is located shall call an election] at 

Inch a full set of county officers will bo 
'elected, and the county seat will bo temporarily 
located at the same election. The officers of 
the county in which the court is held for tho 
subdivision will canvass the vote, aud tlio elork 
3f tho court will issue tho certificates of 
sloction. 

AT PRESENT 
tlio governor appoints three commissioners, 
who in tut u appoint the other officers and tem
porarily locate tho couuty scat. The change 
might not bo an unwise ono as an abstract 
principle. Debate will be mado in tho interest 
nf parties who are managing county seats. 
Qov. Ordway has always been eminently fair 
in making these appointments. He has tie-
voted much time to brac ing parties aud exam
ining papers and in many cases has visited the 
L'ouuties in person. While, in view of the eon-
tests for county seats, there are always disap
pointed parties, there is no lteod for pinking tlio 
change, which is, of course, under tlio eirctnn-
jtances, a reflection upon tho governor's ac
tions in this respect. It is doubtful whether 
the bill can pass, and it will undoubtedly tail 
ihou.d tho g'overnor veto it 

YANKTON, Dak., Jan. 2<>.—Mr. Jackson in. 
traduced in tho council a bill to amend the di
vorce law, making actual separation for threo 
years sufficient grounds for divorce; also, when 
it shall appear impossible for parties to live 
peaceably together, and whon separation shall 
bo for the best interests of both. Mr. Mcin
tosh introduced a bill to relieve tho taxpayers 
of Davison county. It appears that there is a 
di-puto over tho tivasiirership of Davison 
county, and the object of tho bill is to delay the 
pi.vmont of taxes, without penalty, until tho 
matter is settled. Mr. Walsh introduced a bill 
to establish the office of county at orncy, an 
office which is greatly needed, as bnardH 
of commissioners have no regular legal advisor. 
Mr. Jackson's bill fo- tho prot 'ction of sheriffs 
and deputies by providing that neither fees nor 
inilengi) shall lio paid to any poison who may 
serve a summons in a justice's court unless tli's 
same be i i officer, was lo-t in c iiincil. Mr 
Walsh's bill providing for the repeal of Sees. 
r>!»7 to (>1.">, inclusive, of Chap. 2H of civil pro
cedure in rela'ion to foreclosing mortgages bv 
a I vertisnnient, was lost in tho council. Tim 
house bill v.iciting a part of 1'hiilios avenue, 
in Siotix Falls, pa=ned the council. In tho 
house tlio incident of the day was the 

ITEHIGNATION OF .IUDSON I.AMOUItK 
<•( Pombtna as wcrgean'-at aims. Lamonru 
has served two term-' as member of the house, 
but lust fa'l failed to catch ou to tho nomina
tion. Nevertheless, lie came to the cipital and 
made a Miecessfnl canvass for the position 
i amed. Too n a on given for throwing aside 
tho honors thus thrust up ni him is ill health, 
on account of the confinement. Some, how
ever, have put it that l^anionre lias found 
that ho cannot wield the influence lieiu 
that ho intended, and that ho can em
ploy hinifolf to better advantage 
elsewhere. Nevertheless, Linionra is not 
well. Ho is now carrvin .' his arm in a sling in 
consequence of a pay fill tan from one of l'ank-
ton's most prominent business men. On mo 
t.oti of Mr. Pvatt of Wahpeton, Tho'idoi1.) lloi-
ier of Jiicblmd county win elected to fill (lie 
vacincy House bi Is introduced: 

By Mr. Sterling—l'"or erecting a court house and 
jail in Beadle county: bv Mr. Rice,to legalize the 

.record of conveyances of land where tlie record 
shows no seal to the certificate of tho office*; also, 
a bill defining the force and effect of instruments 

,heretofore recorded, iri the office of tho register of 
deeds, when they were not entitled to record; by 
Mr. Nowlin, to regulate application for pardons; by 
Mr. Tychsen, to require 'he reading of the Bible in 
public sell oris. 

There wa< a good deal of hide and seek 
playing to-day over Mr. Ti omt-sou's bill 
amending the license laws. To « bill provides 
that the minimum fee to sell liquor shall In 
$200. reduced by amendment from .$500, and 
tbe maximum $1,000; that the applicant shail 
give a $1,000 bond, with two sure
ties, that the applicant shall keep 
an ord-rlv house; that ho will 
permit no g iinbling upon the premises where 
tbo liquor is to be nold or in any adjoining room 
i r building, and to close at 11 o'clock at night. 
The bill 

PASSED BY TWO MAJORITY. 
Nowlin moved a reconsideration, as several 

meinb rs bad not fn.ly realized for what they 
were voting. The reconsideration prevailed. 
Mr. Tbonip'ou himself voting for it when he 
snw it would succeed. Thereupon ho gave no-
t:ci of a motion to reconsider, a id Nowlin then 
moved that the vote by which tlr- bill was de
feated be reconsidered aud that thn motion to 
reconsider lie on the table. Mr. Rice's railroad 
tax bill has not yet been lutroluced. but Bev
el a railroad men are in town to look after 
their interests. Tli ; governor's message ivc-
ommende 1 that no change be mado at present 
in the metliol of tax ng railroads. The law 
now in force levies a tix o1 2 per cent on 
gro-<s i arninga, which for 1881 amouu'ed to 
neuly $:{(},000. an I will be gr atiy increased 
for last year when tho reports are in. As the 
3 per cent rate will go into effect next year 
the governor th ught t:ie tux " in-
comt would itoon r ach $100,000, 
an i that in view of the fact th.it the railro xl-* 
were extending their li es ioto an unsettled 
count y where tne business would at first bo 
light, it would be fairer to nix the gross receipts 
t-.au accoruiuu to tue value of crooertv. It is 

not probable that Mr. Rice's bill can pass, and 
tbo railroad pcoplo therefore need not be over 
soiicitious. Mr. Rico will also introduce a bill 
provid.ng for a board of railroad commission
ers, to w inch there will probably bo no oppo
sition. 

TIIK OVKItGUOWX TliUIUTOItt. 
PETTICiKEW HAKES IN SOME STATISTICS. 

WASHINGTON. Jan. 26.—Delegate IVttigrew 
has obtained from the geueral land office soma 
interesting statistics, showing the wonderful 
growth of Dsko'a, which he int"hd* to make 
use of when tue bill for the division of that 
Territory is taken up. It appears from thie 
statement that tho whole number of original 
homosteads taken in Dako'a from January, 
l!St!;5, the time of tbe organization of 
tlie Territory, to June 30, 18S0, inclu
sive, was 2?),812. The population at tin 
date last mentioned was 133,OOO, indicating a 
proportion of 4 l-j persons to c ach homestead 
entry. From July 1, 1880, to Dee. 31. 1882, 
the whole number of original homestead cu
tties in Dakota was 35,355, indicating, at tin. 
rate of oue homestead to 4 t.j persons, au iu-
crease of population to 101,048, of whom 
10-1,000 are m Southern Dakota; and 57.048 
iu Northern Dakota. At the time of tlio census 
there were 100,000 in Southern Dakota and 
35,000 in Northern Dakota, MI on Jan 1. 

1883, there were 205,000 people in the pro
posed Mate of Dakota and 00,048 in 
tho proposed Territory of North Dakota. 
Tho population of the wholo Territory 
was therefore 20-1,0-18. As a I'm tlier evulene. 
of the immense giowih of the TUT tory it is 
shown that the receipts of tho postoffice de
partment from Dakota alone for the quarter 
eliding Sept. 30, 18S0, were $32,321, and for 
quart; r ending Sept. 30, 1882, they wore 
$150,350, over twice as largo as they were for 
the Juno quarter of 1880. Thcro are now 
at least five Stat >s iu tho Union which yield a 
smaller revenue so far as postoffice refceipt* 
aro concerned than DaUoia. These aro Dela
ware, Florida, Nevada, Oregon and West Vir
ginia. , • 

THE DAKOTA ronESTUY HILL. 
On tho first call of States and Territories for 

the introduction of bills Mr. Pcttigrew will in-
troduoe a bill to bo known as the Dakota fores
try bill. It will provido for— 

The granting of 100 sections of unappropriated 
land in Dakota to the coming State, to be immedi
ately selected by the secretary of the interior, ap
praised and sold at their appraised value ou ten 
years" annual payments, no deeds on patents to be 
given to tho purchasers until after they 
have planted at least twelve acres of forest 
trees on each quarter snctiou aud kept 
thorn in good growing condition for at 
least eight years, the trees to be planted at such 
place or placcs ou the quarter section as shall be 
designated at tho time of tho purchase,by a forestry 
commission, for which the bill provides. The 
money derived from the sale of tlio lands is to form 
a fund to bo invested iu government bonds, ot 
other good securities, tho Interest of which is to be 
used for the establishment aud maintenance nf a 
school of forestry and experimental stations. This 
institution is to bo under the supervision of 
a board of three commissioners, two of 
whom aro to bo practical loresters appointed by 
tho president and confirmed by the senate, nnd ono 
appointed by tho governor of tho State of l'akola 
and confirmed by the highest branch of the State 
legislature, tho commissioners to hold their offices 
for ten years or during good behavior. If the pro
ceeds of the hint sold for this purpose exceed 
JiejOl>,000, tlie excess is to bo used in constructing 
huildii gs aud experimental forestry stations, if it is 
found necessary to do so. 

It is hardly expected that tho bill cm become 
a law this congress, but iis introduction will 
attract attention to the subject, aud it is under
stood tl.at it will be reiutroducd by Delegate 
Ihiuiiond and pressed for final passage. Mr. 
Pettigtew says that tho present timber act is 
wholly ineffectual, and the only way that any
thing ean bo iiccfimpHshed iu the direc ion ot 
tree culture iu Dakota iH by some such law as 
bi' proposes. 

Prevention ot land Frauds'. 
Commissioner McFarland has issued a circu

lar to receivers and registers of laud offices, 
instructing thom that whenever relinquish
ments of pro-cmptioii, homestead or timber 
culture, tilings or entries arc presented in such 
time or manner as to attorn reasonable ground 
f 'l1 belief tluit the entry w as made Irmid'-ilently 
for specu ation, and li e iu good faith, accept
ance of roiinquishniou'H mr.st bo withhold and 
tho facts ro| ot ted To. e iininissioner says: 

Obviously a limber ct ti o entry euniiot have 
been undo in good faith » ... n tho relinquishment 
thereof is executed at tho time of cntrv or is im
mediately th-reafter offered for sale, or ottered for 
sale at any time as a matter of speculation. The 
fact that a relinquishment of any filing or entry is 
executed at tho dale of filing or entry or immedi
ately thereafter is of itself sufficient evidence that 
ihe filing or entry was fraudulently made. Ite-
linquij-hments in such case* will bo promptly re
jected ami tho facts reported to this office. When 
the evidence of relinquishment at dato of entry is 
conclusive or ascertainable you will also report the 
facts to the United Etutes dktrist attorney or outer 
complaint before tho nearest fTiiife'TStates com
missioner, In order that parties guilty of taking 
false oaths or fraudulently attempting to enter pub
lic lands may be criminally prosecuted. 

W here relinquishments are executed in blank and 
ih" d ites suh«' quently fii ed in, the relinquishment 
n ill rje deemed, for the purpose of adjudication by 
il'i-; otji.-'e, if, I nve Venn ex. ent»»'1 date of eiory. 

The fact that a relinquishment of an entry or filing 
is at any timo put in tho market as a matter of com
mon sale and speculation, or that such relinquish
ment is in any manner made the subject of specu
lative negotiation, is presumptive evidence that the 
claim was fraudulent in its inception. This pre
sumption may be overcome by proof, showiffg the 
circumstances under which tho eutry is proposed to 
be relinquished, where such circumstances afford 
sufficient grounds for the relinquishment without 
impeaching the good faith of tho entry. But the 
ourdon of proof in such cases will be upon the entry 
man to show his good faith, aud the evidence must 
be clear and convincing. 

Purchasers of relinquishments of fraudulent 
filings or entries should understand that they pur
chase at their own risk so far as ihe United States 
is concerned, aud must seek tlieir own remedies 
under local lawj against those who. by imposing 
such relinquishments upon them, have obtained 
their money without valuable consideration. 

DAKOTAANU TEXAS. 
MAXEY AGAINST SPLITTING THE LATTER. 

Washington Special to Chicage Times: There 
has been a good deal of talk among the Demo
crat during the last few days to the effect that 
they would not object t.> the admission of the 
southern portion of Dakota as a State, provided 
Texas were divided ii.to throe Siat-is. They ar
gued that Texas was largo enough to make 
three Stit-s as large as the largest of the States, 
and that she had population on' u li to furnish 
three States with neces-sarv inhabitants to se-
adnii-sioii to the Union, lint tli ere isu't much 
in this talk. In speaking of the matter to-day, 
Senator Maxey said: 

I have heard lately a great deal of talk from 
Democrats of making three States out of Texas. 
Members of congress have talked to me .about it. 
As everybody knows, the division of Texas into 
three or more States is not a matter for the con
sideration of congress, hut for the people of Texas, 
and when men outside of Texas advise making 
three States out of it their advice is, to say the 
least of it, a little in pertinent. There is not one 
man in a hundred that wains the grand old State 
divided. There aro a few nawow-gaugo men here 
who would like to see somotliing of the kind done, 
not because they want to increase the strength ot 
the Democratic parly, tin because they think iheii 
chances of getting an office won.d be multiplied. 
These men can never get an • fllco in Texas, and 
they know it. Some .-iiit-.ide Democrat* ihink that 
by d viding uti Ihe stile the influence of the Demo
cratic party would be increased, particularly in ihe 
United States seriate. I am a Democrat, hut I love 
Texas he ter than tl.e Democratic party, ai d 1 
believe that any true Texan harbors the same feel
ing. You may rest assured that Texas wid remain 
as she is duiiug another generation a1, least. 

A BALTIMORE ROMANCE. 

Rrnault 'Williams Trying to Rccorcr ' 
llis Fortune After Marrying to Suit 
Himself. 
A special dispatch to the Philadelphia 

Tillies from Baltimore, says: A sensa
tion has boon create ! in society circles 
here by Krtiault Willi,ims, ttie son of 
tieorjtt? Hawkins Williams, president of 
the Maryland state senate, marrying 
against his lather's wishes; and then to
day tilling a motion in the circuit oonrt ; 
to set aside a deed of trust by which he 
had conveyed to his father all of his prop
erty in consideration of an annuity of 
jv'/kM). In the motion tiled recently'ttie 
young man simply states that tiie reasons 
for the transfer which existed at tlie < 
time oT sighing tlie deed of trust do not t 
now exist and a.sk^Xo bo given control 
of his owti property. 

Karlv la t spring* it became known in 
liij:li society here that Ernauli Williams 
\vas emiitijed to be married to Miss Liz
zie llazelitt, of this city. Young Wil
liams^ is one jtjf the best known society 
mo# it| ItydtihiOjre, and the announce- ; 
moii|t .attracted considerable' attention, 
which did not Wane'when the elder Wil
liams it was rumored, was bitterly op
posed to the match. The wedding day 
was lixed for June 1-lth last. C'irds were 
issued, the, bride's trosseau was pre
pared, when a few days before the 
marriage the groom set. sail for Kurope, 
and societv wits lost in wonder. Later 
it transpired that previous to the groom's 
departure he had been compelled to 
make a deed of trust to his fattier of his 
entire fortune, amounting to $251),000, 
indirect from his grandfather, the late 
John y. CUttings. It is said that at the 
t tine there, w#$ a tggriuy scenjj between 
fatft^ a^d^a^ai^littUthuy^^r was t 
per^«<CiM<i^#^|Llifie dc$I'l>jr Sen* * 
atafr W(!Qi$a8,4iK>"I)aa it wit .-stexorcieod -l 

a stVotis fcdiiww o<«r tat youifr \Vhc'&. • 
tin' groom-elect, apparently much against 
his will, went to J^ew York before sail
ing for LiverpgplA-ho,wrote,a long letter 
to his finance, psfctirityg iher^ of his con
tinued love and defcireito marry her and 
promising to'speediljr return. During 
his absence abroad he corresponded 
with her regularly, though his father, it 
is said, knew nothing of the love1 letters 
that were passing between them. 

About a month ago Krnautt returned 
home, and twenty-lour hours after his 
arrival the cards were again issued for 
the wedding, and, thq'huppy cottplu wero 
married nb->ut thfpitj wftcljs ago In the 
presence of a fashionable assemblage at 
the residence ol the bride's parents on 
St. l'aul street. The senator was not at 
the wiftlding, and from what can 
learned ho id uifadeiatlty: at\d' refdsea'|! 
to recognize his aofa or transfer 
hitn'his property. The trial of tho case 
will bo very interesting and is eagerly 
looked forward to by the legal professioii 
and society folks. 

Aaron Burr as a Cross-Examiner. 
A writer thus describes the conclusion 

of a ease in which Burr was one of the 
lawyers: The evening session opened 
and Burr resumed his cross-examination '• 
of the witness. It was a test of the pro
found skill and sobriety of the lawyer, 
the self-possession, courage and tad of 
the witness standing on the very brink 
of a horrible gulf (irmly and intrepidly 
resisting the efforts oi' the terrible man 
to topple him over. At last, after dex
terously leading the witness toari appro
priate point, Burr suddenly seized a 
lamp in eacti hand, and holding thciu in 
such a manner that th^ir light fell in-
stmtan&ously upon tlie face'of the wit- i 
ness, lie exclaimed in a startling voice, 
like the voic<$ of the avenger of blood: 
"Gentlemen of the jury behold the mur
derer!" . ' i 

With a wild, convulsive start, face of i 
ashy palor, eyes starting from their soc
kets, lips apart, his whole attitude evin
cing terror, the man sprang from his 
chair. For a moment he stood motion
less struggling to recover his self-pos
session. But it was only a momentary 
struggle, shakingovery nerve with par
alyzing fear. Conscious that the eyes of 
all in the court-room were fixed upon ' 
him, reading the hidden deeds of his 
life, he left the witness stand and i 
walked shrinkinglv to the door of the 
court-mom, but he" was prevented from 
making his escape by t.ie sheriff. The 
effect can be better imagined than de
scribed. It struck tho spectators with 
silent awe, changing the whole aspect 
of the trial in an instant, overthrowing 
the hypothesis of the attorney general, 
which he was convinced would send tue 
prisoner to the gallows, saving an inno 
cent man from the dreadful hands of a 
bold and skillful perjurer. The false 
witness was arrested, two indictments 
were found against him, one for murder 
another for perjury. He was acquitted 
for murder, lint subsequently convicted 
for perjury, and sentenced to along 
term of imprisonment. 

Fresh Meat in Ctitip. 
The story of the coward who "captured" -

two of the enemy by running away when 
the/ gave chase, and reaching camp just in 
time to get them caught, instead of getting 
himself caught, is repeated below ii^ the ex
perience of a lazy man. The incident was 
given in the Toronto (Canada)lobe: 

A Toronto lawyer recently made one of a 
party who were hunting in the Muskoka 
district. The inemuem ol the party had 
arranged that they should each take turns 
at the cooking. Tbe gentleman in ques
tion did not take kindly to this work, 
snd when the remainder of the party re
turned from the chase he was invariably 
asleep, not having prepared a meal. 

His companions became somewhat dis
turbed at his laziness^ and declared that he 
should go out and bring in some game. 
This he proceeded very gladly to do. 

In a few minutes, however, he was seen 
at the top of his speed rushing frantically 
towards the camp with an immense bear 
in hot pursuit. He dashed into the shan
ty, the heavy doors of which were at 
once barred against the would-be intruder, 
the frightened hunter exclaiming, between 
gasps in trying to catch his breath,— 

'•Boys—here's your—fresh meat—all 
alive! 

After some dozen shots had been fired 
from the roof of the shanty, where the gal
lant hunters had managed t > crawl through 
one of the numerous sncke-holes, the btar 
ivas killed and the men descen hd atid soun 
were enjoying a hearty dinner of bear-

s t e a k s .  . . .  »  


